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INTRODUCTION 


THE  practice  c^tnmsporting  criminals  is  said  to 
have  commenced  in  the  reign  of  James  L;  but  the 
ytar  1619  is  the  memorable  tpodk  of  its  origin;  for 
then  America  was  specified  as  the  place  of  banishment; 
This  mode  of  pnsishment  produced  the  most  benefi-^ 
cial  effiscts;  it  not  only  removed  from  the  public  eye 
the  unpl^istng  objects  of  chains  and  serntude,  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen,  and  relieved 
did  country  from  the  burden  of  subjects  not  less  use* 
less  than  pemidous,  but  also  contributed  to  the  poput 
latiofl  and  prosperity  of  our  distant  colonies.    It  may» 
indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  any  medidd  could 
have  been  devised  so  effectual  for  promoting  the  secu« 
rity  of  society,  and  rendering  the  guilty  persons  just 
>^  to  themselves ;  for  correcting  their  moral  depravity, 
^^ndudng  habits  of  industry,  and  armii^;  them  in  fu« 
^taie  agaiMt  the  temptations  by  which  they  were 
.^  onceflinsnared,.    ' 

^     But  the  American  revolution  suspended  the  opera* 
\;S^  tions  of  t}us  policy,  and  in  order  to  remove  the  incon* 
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veniences  that  ensued,  criminals  were,  among  other 
expedients,  transported  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  where, 
what  was  meant  as  an  alleviation  of  punishment,  too 
frequently  ended  in  deaths  This  induced  govern- 
ment to  turn  their  attention ^o^he  great  southern  con- 
tinent; and,  accordingly,  Botany  Bay,  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  New  Holland,  was  fixed  on,  conformably  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  immortal  Cook,  as  the  most  eli- 
gible situation  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  colony. 
The  adventurers  to  this  unknown  region  sailed  in 
May,  1787. 

Were  we  to  indulge  a  speculadve  .curiosily  xron- 
ceming  the  tendency  of  this  enteq>rizey  there  are  fisw 
topics  that  would  afibrd  a  knoreaBsple  scope  for  coo^ 
jecture.  Ft6m  smaller  and  not  mG9».TespeQiable. be- 
ginnings, powerful  empires  hav.e  fieqMritly  risen;  and 
when  we  refliect  onihe  excellent  sitiiatio&and  vast  est- 
tent  of  the  country,  combined  with  the  energidc.clm* 
xacter  of  the  settlets,  we  may  justly  i  anticipate  conse- 
quences pregnant  with  glory  and  advantage  to  the 
British  empire.  To  all,  even  the  most  pUegmatic,  it 
must  appear  a  strikingproof  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
navigation  in  the  present  age,  .and  a  singular  ilhistnu 
tionofks  vast  progress  since  the  early  nautical  efforts 
of  mankind}  that  whereas  the  ancients  coasted  with 
timidity  along  the  shores  of  !the  Mediterraneany  and 
thought  it  a  great  effort  to  nm  cross  the  narrow  sea 
which  separates  Crete  from  Egypt,  Great  Britain^ 
without  hesitation,  sends  out  a  fleet  to  plant  a  stttle*^ 
ment  near  the  antipodes. 
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Ab^ftdy  ba^  the  nafscent  oolony  of;  New  South 
Wales  excited  the  cupidity  of  At  gramie  nation  j  for  it 
k  clearly  erid^  that  the.  ^le  object  .of  Bonaparte  in 
dispatchii^  P^ron  stud  Bwditon  a  pre^nded  voyage 
of  discovery  rbimd  the  s^orld,  ,waa  to  observe  what 
ovr  colonists .  were  doing,  a^d  wh^t  was  left  to  the 
Frettchiado»  on  this  gr^tit.  continent^  in  the  «vent  of 
a  pexe;  to^fiqid  some  pari:,  in.  the  ac^hbourhood  of 
our  settienientr»  which  should,  be.  u>  thex9^  what  Pou- 
dacherry  was  to  Hiodosian^  to  rear  the  standard  of 
Napolean^  then  First  Gonsui,  on  the  first*  convenient 
spot;  and»  finally,  to  gratify  his  vanity  by  snatching 
the  merit  of  discovery  from  its  rightful  possessors^  and 
imposing  hb  name  on.nine  hundred  leagues  of  coast! 

It  ISA  sttbfect  of  honest  exultation  to  Britons,  that 
their  language^  their  customs,  and  l^wt^  iir^  established 
in  the  extreme  parts  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa;  that 
they  have  given  existence  to  an  empire  in  America ; 
and  that  their  infant  colonies  in  the  southern  conti- 
nent will  probably  preserve  the  name,  the  spirit,  and 
the  literature,  of  their  forefathers,  after  the  existence 
of  Britain  in  Europe  shall  have  been  involved  in  the 
common  iate  of  all  human  establishments. 

In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  the  following  work,  it  appears  highly  interest- 
ing* Without  anticipating  the  destiny  of  the  new 
world,  there  are  sufficient  matter  to  excite  the  liveliest 
curiosity,  in  contrasting  the  actions  of  two  distinct  sets 
of  people ;  the  one  the  children  of  rude  uncukivated 
nature  entering  upon  the  stage  $  the  other  the  disci« 
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pies  of  irice)  in  its  most  refilled  state»  driven  from  more 
polished  scenes* 

The  materials  have  beat  careMly  selected  and  ar^ 
ranged  front  iht  vi^lomin<M»  ^tilings  of  those  enters- 
prizing  adtentarers  which  have  visited  this  new  and 
distant  country ;  and  comprehends  every  particalar 
wiiich  coold  convey  either  ittformation  or  amusement 
to  the  general  classjbf  readers^  The  simple  enumera- 
tion of  the  dISimnt  authdtkies  to  wluchdie  editw  has 
referred)  vronld  be  a  suflkient  proof  of  the  labour  ex- 
pended in  the  compilockMi,  and  ihiB  shall  be  given  at 
the  cdnclusion.  Trustmg  to  the  discernment  of  an 
enSghtened  pitbilc  for  remuneration,  the  publishers 
usher,  vnith  confidence,  this  liule  work  into  the  world ; 
a  vi^ork  perhaps  unequalled  for  the  uncommon  scenes 
«rfikli  it  exhiUis,  and  with  which  very  few  are  ac* 


•'»/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 

HISTORY 


OF 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  &c. 


CHAP.  I. 

First  DUcpvexies  of  the  Coast  of  New  Rollaod— Genera)  Vlevr  of  the 

Country. 

SeFORE  we  cominence  the  history  of  the  iafant  settlement 
oa  the  east  coast  of  New  Holland^  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a 
brief  oairative  of  the  piQgressive  discoveries  that  have  been 
made  on  the  coasts  of  that  extensive  country. 

Leaving  the  enquiry  bow  far  the  density^  or  weight,  of  land 
and  water^  are  able  to  coiuiterpoise  each  other,  to  the  re- 
searches of  the  philosophic  mind,  we  shall  only  remark,,  that 
firora  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  America,  it  vfstfi  a  pretty  ge- 
nerally received  opinion^  among  geographers,  that  there  was 
some  vast  wdisoovev^  continent  ran^png  up  towards  the 
South  Pole,  to  balance  those  amazing  tracts  of  land  that  abut 
upon  the  Nocth  Pole ;  and  that  it  has,  for,  two  hundred  years^ 
been  the  ambitioa  of  the  intrepid  navigat<xr  to  explore  su(^ 
contineBt. 
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The  first  account  we  have  of  this  country,  is  in  a  memorial 
delivered  to  the  court  of  Spab^  by  Don  Pedro  Fernandez  de 
Quiros,  in  1609)  in  which  he  asserts,  that,  patronized  by  the 
,  Viceroy  of  Peru,  he  had  ^pent  fourteen  years,  and  travelled 
20,000  leagues  by  land  and  sea,  in  prosecuting  discoveries. 
In  this  memorial  he  solicits  for  the  necessary  means  to  settle 
those  countries  he  had  discovered,  which  he  called  a  conti- 
nent, equal  in  bigness  to  £urope  and  the  Lesser  Asia;  he 
described  the  ooiuitry  ^  vdl  supptibd  willMhe'tf^^s^rfes  of 
life,  yielding  gold,  silver,  spices,  and  pearls,  and  filled  with 
inhabitants  of  different  colours.  He  also  mentions  the  disco^ 
very  of  a  clump  of  about  twenty  islands,  which  he  first  sup- 
posed to  be  all  oneoQuntQ^  '^^^Jtos^Janda,  .agrieeable  to  the 
custom  of  that  age,  he  took  possession  of  under  the  name  of 
La  Austrialia  del  Espiritu  Santo,  and  lays  them  down  as  in 
and  about  15  degrees  of  south  latitude. 

When  we  consider  the  lengdi  of  time  that  Don  Pedro 
spent  in  this  service,  that  he  took  hb  departure  from  the  coast 
of  Peru,  and  that  his  course  was  to  the  west,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  islands  he  mentions,  were  those  now  called  the 
New  Hebrides  ;  and  that  falling  in  with  the  north  side  of 
New  Guinea,  a  country  nearly  answering  his  description^  both 
for  produce  and  population,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  strait 
that  divides  it  from  New  South  Wales,  he  might  consider 
those  two  places,  together  with  new  Holland,  as  one  vast  con- 
tinent 

From  the  time  of  De  Quiros  to  the  middle  of  the  I7th 
century,  we  have  no  authentic  relation  of  any  discoveries  of 
the  Australis,  or  Southern  Continent.  We  only  know  in  ge- 
neral, that  a  Dutchman,  iti  1616,  fell  in  with  a  part  of  its 
west  coast,  between  24  and  25  degrees  south  -  latitude,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Eendraght  Land.  That  in  1618, 
another  part  of  this  coast,  nearly  15  deg.  south,  was  disco- 
vered-by, Zeachen,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Arnheim  and 
Diemen.  In  the  following  year,  Jan  Yin  Edels  gave  his 
name  to  a  southern  part  of  it,  and  another  part  of  the  coast 
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recebed  the  name  of  Leuwen.  In  162/,  Peter  Van  Nu;ts 
gave  his  name  to  a  coast  which  communicates  with  Leuwen's 
Land  to  the  west;  and  about  the  same  time,  a  great  part  of 
the  west  coast,  near  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  received  the 
name  of  De  Wits.  In  1628,  Peter  Carpenter,  a  Dutchman, 
explored  the  great  gulph  on  the  north  coast,  named  the  gul[di 
of  Carpentaria,  which  intersects  the  country  near  eight  de- 
grees of  latitude.  In  June,  1629,  Captain  Francb  Pelsart 
was  wrecked  on  the  west  coast,  in  about  28  deg.  south  lati« 
tude,  and  his  ship's  company  were  left  in  the  greatest  distress, 
upon  these  small  islands,. until  he  could  go  back  to  Batavia 
for  succours,  to  which  place  the  majority  of  them  happily  re- 
turned. There  is  no  doubt  but  the  greater  part  of  tho^e 
commanders  made  some  discoveries  in  the  country;  but  what- 
ever they  were,  they  were  suppressed,  most  probably,  by 
order  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company. 

In  the  year  1642,  Captain  Abel  Jansen  Tasman,  was  sent 
from  Batavia  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  a  perfect  sur- 
vey of  this  country,  which  by  this  time  had  received  the  name 
of  New  Holland.  That  this  task  was  faithfully  performed^ 
we  have  no  reason  to  doub^  as  the  map  of  New  Holland,  de- 
lineated on  the  pavement  of  the  Stadt-house  at  Amsterdam^ 
was  made  from  the  lights  afforded  by  his  journal.  The 
journal  was  never  published  entire,  and  probably  was  never 
intended  to  be  published  at  all. 

About  40  years  after.  Captain  Tasman's  discoveries  in  Van 
Dieman^s  Land,  Captain  Dampier  successfully  explored  part 
of  the  northern  coast,  about  17  degrees  latitude.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  reputation  Captain  Dampier  had  acquired  by 
this  voyage,  he  was  fixed  on  to  command  a  ship  fitted  out 
purposely  to  prosecute  discoveries  in  the  Southern  Ocean ; 
and  sailed  from  England  on  that  design,  January  14, 1699,  in 
his  Majesty's  ship  Roebuck,  mounting  12  guns,  the  ship's 
company  consisting  of  fifty  men  and  boys.  On  the  5th  of 
August  in  the  same  year,  he  again  fell  in  with  New  Holland^ 
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where  he  spent  five  weeks  in  nngii^  along  ils  west  ooastf  io 
the  extent  of  900  miles. 

The  first  anchorage  he  made  wasin  Shaik's  Bay,  so  named 
by  him  from  the  abundance  of  that  voracious  firii  he  found 
there,  in  latitude  25  degrees  south.  He  describes  the  ooon* 
try  which  he  visited  as  being  fenced  by  a  chain  of  saod  hills 
towards  the  sea,  which  efiectually  conceal  the  interior  from 
the  view.  The  land  in  general  is  low  and  level,  |iartly  savan- 
nas and  partly  woodhmd ;  the  former  affords  a  coarse  kind  of 
grass,  and  the  latter  groves  of  trees,  not  above  twelve  or  four* 
teen  feet  in  height.  There  are  few  land^animals  or  fowls  ; 
but  sea-fowb  are  remarkably  numeioas.  Fish,  of  vamus 
kinds,  are  very  abundant,  and  ihe  shore  is  covered  with  very 
beautiful  shells,  difiering  in  colour  and  shape.  He  abo  dis* 
covered  some  green  turtle,  and  whales  were  4>bserved  in  gieat 
numbers.  The  few  natives  who  were  seen  are  described  as 
h<MTibly  ugly  and  repuMve ;  a  set  of  human  bdngs  tlunist  to 
the  extreme  verge  cf  misery,  and  whose  only  eoverii^  con* 
sisted  of  a  bk  of  kangaroo  skin  thiown  cankssly  over  tbr 
shouldeis ;  every  other  part  of  Ae  body  being  cntiiely  naked. 

Hitherto  we  had  been  coi^ned  tothe  western  eoast  of  New 
Holland,  and  were  obliged  to  Dampier  for  the  principal  part 
ofourknowkdgeof  its  schI,  productions,  and  iiAabitants;  for 
the  discoveries  of  the  Dutch  were  not  only  suppressed,  but 
even  the  property  seized  and  the  persons  imprisoned,  of  sudh 
as  ventured  to  sail  in  these  latitudes,  without  pemusrion  of 
the  Dutch  East  India  Gmipany.  To  that  illusteious  naviga«> 
tor.  Captain  James  Cook,  we  are  indebted  for  the  fullest  de- 
scription of  New  Holland.  On  the  18th  Of  April,  177<^  he 
fell  in  with  this  extensive  tract  of  country  in  latitude  88 
south,  and  accurately  surveyed  the  coast  to  ID  deg*  99  min* 
a  course  of  upwards  of  i2000  miles.  During  this  run  he  fre- 
quently set  up  the  British  flag  on  the  shore,  and,  with  Ae 
usual  solemnities,  took  possession  of  it  for  his  Majesty  King 
George  III.  under  the  name  of  New  South  Walbs. 
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BMI^  Baay  fra»  desonbed  by  Captain  Code  as  affording 
capadgoa,  aafe^aod  cod veoient  anchorage  forships^aAd  was 
so  nanied  from  the  great  yariety  of  plants  which  were  found 
liere  by  his  scientific  companions.  We  shall  not,  however, 
lepeat  his  description  of  this  country  or  the  inhabitants,  as 
we  are  now  in  possessicm  of  more  recent  and  more  particular 
accounts,  which  will  be  given  in  the  sequel. 

The  ftill  discovery  of  the  extent  of  New  Holland  has 
formed  a  siBguhr  epoch  in  geography ;  a  doubt  having  arisen 
§Kna  it,  whether  to  a  land  of  such  magnitude  the  name  of 
island  or  that  of  eonttnent  may  more  properly  be  applied. 
To  this  question  it  may  be  answered,  that  though  the  etymo- 
togy  of  the  wud  iskn4  tod  of  others  synonhnous  tp  it,  points 
evt  oDty  a  famd  sunrmmded  by  the  sea,  or  by  any  water,  (in 
Svldch  seme  the  tifm  k  apfMcaUe  even  to  ^e  largest  por* 
tionrof  diehdntAks  glAe),  yet  it  is  certain  that^  in  die  usual 
JKSospmiMi,  ao  kkad  is  conceived  tt>  signify  a  land  of  only 
iMderate  csicftt,  flufimmd«d  by  die  sea.  To  define  at  what 
porat  of  magfiknribe  pvendy  a  country  so  situated  shall  begin 
tDbe  a  canttwttt,  eonld  net  mmnat  any  purpose  of  utility ; 
hwtAe  best  and  eiemst  ntte  for  removing  die  doubt  appears 
to  be  the  following:  As  long  as  the  peculiar  advantages  of  an 
iflsiriar  sitvAdna  ean  he  enjoyctf  by  the  inhabitants  of  such  a 
coantry,  tet  it  have  tlie  title  of  an  island;  when  it  exceeds 
tboae  iinilS)  kt  k  be  amsidefed  as  a  continent.  Now  the 
fist  andprlneipd  srivntage  of  an  island  is  that  of  being  ca- 
pdUeof  a  oaiifcnieat  mion  under  one  government,  and  of 
dtfiving  thenoa  a  security  from  all  external  attack^  except 
bf  aea.  In  lands  of  very  gnat  magnitude  such  a  union  is 
dificuk^  if  not  impmcticabl^  and  a  iKstinction  founded  on 
tUa  drenmstance  is  therefofe  suflkient  fet  eonvenienoe  at 
lent,  if  not  far  speculative  accoracy.  If  we  suppose  this  ex- 
tent t»  be  somelinng  about  one  tlioufleiid  miles  each  way, 
witlmt^  however,  afieedng  much  rigour  in  thd  Innitstion,  the 
daim  of  New  Holland  to  be  called  a  continent  wBl  be  indis*- 
pntaUe:   The  gieatest  extent  of  tint  vast^country  being, 
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from  east  to  west,  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  Englkh 
miles,  and,  from  north  to  south,  not  less  than  two  thousand 
three  hundred. 


CHAP.  II. 

Preparation  of  the  Fle^t  ordered  to  Botany  Bay — ^Particulars  of  its 
Arrangement — Departure  and  passage  to  the  Canary  Islands— Leaves 
Teneriffe  and  arrives  at  the  Brazils — ^Transactions  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
—Passage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope— Departure  and  Separation  of 
the  Fleet— Arrival  of  the  Supply  at  Botany  Bay. 

Long  experience  having  approved  the  practice  of  employing 
the  services  of  felons  in  remote  and  rising  settlements,  Govern- 
ment about  the  end  of  the  year  1786  engaged  six  transports^ 
and  iJtaee  store  ships,  to  convey  the  persons  designed  to  form  a 
new  settlement  at  Botany  Bay.  Stores  iand  provisions  necessary 
for  their  use  and  consumption  were  also  provided.  Of  the 
latter,  sufficient  for  two  years  were  put  on  boards  and  among 
the  former,  were  tools,  impl^n^nts  of  agricultme,  wod  such 
other  articles  as  were  considered  necessary  to  a  cohHiilil  esta- 
blishment. 

The  government  of  the  colony  was  intrusted  by  hb  His 
Majesty  to  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.  a  post-captain  in  the  serviee, 
who  hcHsted  his  pendant  on  board  the  Sinus,  a  ship  which 
mounted  only  twenty  guns,  but  which  from  the  strength  of 
her  ccmstructioa  (having  been  built  for  the  East-India  Com- 
pany's service)  wius  judged  to  be  well  balculated  far  such  an 
expedition.  Associated  with  her  in  the  service  of  the  colony, 
was  the  Supply  brig,  the  oommand  of  which  was  given  to  lieu* 
tenant  Henry  Lidgbird  Ball;  and  it  being  thought  necessary 
to  appoint  another  captain  to  the  Sinus,  who  should  command 
her  on  any  service  in  which  she  might  be  employed  for  llie 
colony,  while  C!aptain  Phillip  should  be  engaged  in  his  govern- 
ment, an  Older  was  signed  by  His  Majesty  in  council,  directing 
the  Admiralty  Board  to  appoint  John  Hunter,  E^.  then  a 
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cmnianBidcr  Ib  die  mvy,  to  be  the  second  cap^ 
with  the  rank  of  post 

When  the  fleet  was  prqMured  for  sailing,  the  complement  of 
eonvicts  and  maiities  on  board  the  transports  was  thus  ar- 
nu^ed.  The  Friendship  carried  a  captain  and  forty-firar 
aiarihe%  snhaitems  and  privates,  with  seventy-seven  male  and 
twenty  female  convicts*  The  Charlotte,  a  captain  and  forty* 
three  men,  with  eighty-eight  male  and  twenty  female  con- 
victs. In  ihe  Alexander  were  two  lieutenants  and  thirty-five 
mJEurines,  with  two  hundred  and  thirteen  convicts,  all  male. 
In  the  Scarborough,  a  captain  and  tMrty-three  marines,  with 
male  convicta  only,  two  i^nndred  and  eight  in  number.  The 
ftince  of  Wales,  tran^rt  had  two  lieutenaots  and  thirty  ma* 
rine^  with  one  hundred  convicts,  all  female.  And  the  lady 
Penryn,  a  captain,  two  Ueutenbnts,- and  only  three  privates, 
with  one  hundred  ^  and  two  feniale  oonvicW  Ten  marines,  of 
diflo^t'denoaunations,  were  idso  ^nt  ais  supemumeraries  on 
board  the  Siorius.  -  The  wholecom^liament  itf  marines,  in- 
clndingH^ne  major  commandant,  4  d^itains,'  12  lieutenants, 
12  Serjeants,  12  eorporals^  8  dABmmars,  and  160  privates, 
widi  an  adjutant  and  qnarter'^naster,'  amovmted  to  two  hun« 
dred  and  twelve ;  besides  which,  twenty-eight  women,  wives 
of  marines,  cfanying  with  them  Beventeen  children,-  were  per- 
mitted to  accomptny  their  husbands.  Tlie  number  of  con- 
victs was  seven  hundred  and' seveoty^ight,  of  whom  five 
hundred  and  My-eight  were 'men. 

On  Sunday  the  ISth  of  May,  1787,  the  ihips,  which  had 
previously  cdlected-  at  the  Mother  Bank,  sailed  with  a  lea^ng 
wind  through  the  Needle  Passage,  accompanied  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  de  Courcy,  in  the  Hy«na  frigate.  As  this  ship  was 
to  proceed  withthe  fleet  only  to  a  certain  latitude,  she  soon 
quitted  it,  and  this  band  of  adventurers  were  left  to  pursue 
IJheir  way  to  the  island  of  Tenerifle,  which  port  they  shortly 
after  reached.  Hie  ships  were  immediately  moored,  the  mas- 
ters taking  the  precaution  of  buoying  their  cables  with  empty 
ioasks,  tops«vent  their  bfeing  iqured  by  rocks  or  foul  ground; 
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aa  iaconi^cnoe  which  had  ben  fieqtMadjr 
navigators  in  this  road. 

Hifl  EacccUeBejr  the  Marquis  de  Bnuieefert^  the  goveraor 
of  the  ishndy  politriy  ofiering  Capttdn  Philip  wfaMeveraaiiil^ 
attee  he  might neei^aiKd  that  wa»  in hi^poiper  tofiimish^  the 
j^p^wiomog  aifed  wateriiig  of  the  fleet  m*  iooD  oempfeted,  aa^ 
at  the  end  (rf  a  week  it  agtto  pat  to  sea. 

Nodiing  femariiableocoaRed  dmfag  thefar  stejr  here^  except 
the  desertion  of  John  Powers^  one  of  die  €ontiet%  who  was, 
however,  by  the  activity  of  the  naater  of  the  transport  is 
which  he  had  embtttkedy  (a  penalty  of  forty  pounds  bdngthtf 
brfeiture  on  his  entire  escape),  and  a  party  of  maiima^  stem 
recovered,  dnd  sent  on  boaril^afa^  with  diiottitfBs  for  hb 
l^ing  heavily  ironed. 

,  The  passage  of  the  flec^t^to  Bkide  Janeiio  mspecfinnDed 
without  any  mfirterial  tfceideat  in  eight  weeks,  and  had  fordi*^ 
nately  been  uaattended  with  a&y  dtseaae^  the  tefgetin  ■apail'* 
in^  that  they  had  bfoughl  in  only  95  sick,  eoniprehendiBig 
every  description  of  p«nons.in&e  fleet  Many,  hewevery 
of  this  number,  wore  bendu^only  under  the  preaaiiBa  of  agtt 
silid  attendant  infirmitiess  having  no  oiher  eomplaiiilB  aunon|; 
them. 

'.  Doringtheijr  stay  in  this  port,  which  waa  idijMita  iMnth,. 
the  convicta  were  eadi  served  daily  widiap^vwdof  rice,attd 
apoundandahatfof  fircsbmeat  (beef),  togfther  with  a  suit- 
able proportion  of  vegetables.  Great  imtnbeM  of  omnges  (/k 
fruit  witii  which  the  place  abounded)  were  aC  dil^rent  tiioes 
distributed  amangst  them  $  and  every  pos^le  dim  waatAfce» 
to  refresh  and  put  them  into  a  state  of  health  and  cendilioii  t» 
resist  the  attacks  of  the  aeurvyvshould  it  make  its  appeasance 
m  the  kmg  paasage  over  the  ocean  wUoh  wad  yet  between 
them  and  New  South  Wales. 

Tlie  next  and  last  pcHTt  ot  refreshment  at  which  the  fleet 
was  to  stop,  vras  the  Cc^^e  of  Good  Hope.  Tbithttr  it  bentits 
course,  on  quitting  lUa  de  Janeiro;  and  in  tha  ifa^rt  spaoe  of 
five  weeks  and  four  deyij,  crosacd  over  from  one.  eontmenl  to 
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ikntnikfTf^iaslKuotatupmmpis  of  eleven  Imndttd  leagues, 
foftanaicly  widioiits^enitioi^  er  any  Aocident  having  h^p- 


Heie  k  viaa  ivteoded  to  by  io  audi  articles  of  stoies  and 
fioriaioiis  as  jbad  not  been  pomliased  in  Eln^nd ;  under  the 
iteilfaatyfioaithdrbeingaksathBeat  sea,  diey  would  ar* 
live  n  Uglier  prosemrlioii  tfaan  ikej  would  have  done  had 
Attf  beaofutoD  board  in  the  river. 

Our  voyagcn  found  pvovisiouB  less  plentiful  and  less  leai* 
aonabieiBpneeatCapeTown  dianthey  had  been  taught  «a 
expeet.  In  tbe  oouise  of  a  uMXilb  the  live  stock  and  other 
ppimnoDswereproewied;  and  the  ships,  baling  oo  boardnot 
iasa  Am  five  huudred  aiumals  of  Afferent  Jraids,  but  chieiy 
poultry,  put  on  an  appearance  which  naturally  enough  ex- 
cited the  idea  of  Noah's  aric. 

As  it  was  earnestly  wished  to  introduce  the  fruits  of  the 
Gape  into  tiie  new  setdement.  Captain  Phillip  was  ably  as- 
sisted in  Ws  endeavours  to  procure  the  rarest  and  the  best  of 
enrory  speoieB,  bodi  lu  pfaott  and  seed,  by  Mr  Mason,  the  king's 
boliKCte,«as  wett  as  by  CkAonel  Gordon,  at  that  time^e  com- 
BiuBd^iu.chiaf  of  the  tsoops  at  the  Capt^. 

fivery  thing  being  arranged  for  its  departure,  the  fleet  pro* 
eeeded  with  a  Air  w&id  towards  New  South  Wdes,  the  place 
of  its  final  desdnaciott.  It  was  natural  for  the  thinking  part 
of  llie  eoiouists  4o  indcdge  at  this  moment  a  melancholy  re- 

*  Thelbttowiog  plants  and  seeds  weie  procoRd  at  the  Cape>  and  at 
BiodeJanoiro:^ 

Ai  Bi04e  Jkndn  Cofee,  both  seed  and  plant;  Coooa,  in  the 
ant;  Comww»c<»  Bsnana*  plant;  Oiaogsa^  various  sorts,  both  seed 
and  plants  Lemon,  seed  and  plant  -,  Guava,  seed  j  Tamarind  $  Prickly 
P^ar,  plant  with  the  cochineal  on  it ;  Eugenia,  or  pomme-rose,  a 
plant  bearing  a  fraiit  in  shape  like  an  apple,  and  having  the  flavour  and 
odure  of  a  rose ;  Ipecacuanha,  three  sorts ;  Jalap. 

Ai  ike  Cap9  of  Good  Hopo^Tht  Fig  tree,  fiamboo,  Spanish  reed, 
&i9Br  cane»  Yiocs  ofTWcioos  aocts.  Quince,  Apple,  Pear,  Strawberry, 
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flection  which  obtruded  itaeif  upon  the  mind.  The  klid  be* 
hind  them  was  the  abode  of  a  civilized  people;  that  before 
them  was  the  residence  of  savages :  when,  if  ever,  they,  might 
again  enjoy  the  commierce  of  the  world,  was  very  Uneer^n. 
The  refreshments  and  pleasures  of  which  they  had  so  libe>- 
rally  partaken  at  the  Cape^  were  to  be  exchanged  for  coarse 
jGure  and  hard  labour,  at  New  Soudi  Wales.  All  commUnicar 
tion  vnth  families  and  fiiends  now  cut  off,  they  were  leaving 
the  world  behind  them,  to.enter  on  a  state  unknown ;  and,  as 
if  it  had  been  necessary  to  imprint  this  idea  mote  strcxigly  on 
their  minds,  at  the  close  of  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which 
they  sailed,  they  spoke  a  ship  from  London.  The  metropoUs 
of  their  native  country,  its  pleasures,  its  wealth  and  its  conse- 
quence, thus  aocidently  presented  to  the  mind,  failed  not  to 
affi>rd  a  most  striking  contrast  with  die  object  dien  principally 
in  their  view. 

For  several  days  after  they  had  sailed,  the  wind  wns  unfa- 
vourable, and  blowing  fresh  vrith  much  sea,^me  time  elqised 
befoie  they  had  reached  to  the  eastward  of  the  C^>e  of  Good 
Hope.  This  being  at  Jength  aiecomplished.  Captain  Hullipi 
embarking  in  the  Supply,  proceeded  forward,  acoHnp^nied 
by  the  Scarborough,  AleKander,  and  Friendship,  transports. 
On  board  of  these  three  ships  was  the  greater  part  of  the  male 
convicts,  whom  Captain  Phillips  had  sanguine  hopes  of  em- 
ploying to  much  advantage,  before  the  Sinus,  with  that  part 
of  the  fleet  which  was  to  remain  under  Captain  Hunter's  di- 
rection, should  arrive  upon  the  coast.  He  was  also  attended 
by  Major  Ross,  the  commandant  of  the  marine  detachment 
(and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  settlement),  together  with 
the  adjutant  and  quarter-master,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  his  intention  of  preparing,  as  &r  as  time  might  allow,^ 
for  the  reception  of  the  rest  of  the  convoy.  But  when  the* 
Sirius  anchored  in  Botany  Bay,  Captain  Hunter  was  informed 
that  the  Supply  had  preceded  him  in  his  arrival  only  two  days  ; 
and  the  three  transports,  under  the  agent.  Lieutenant  Short- 
land,  had  gained  but  one  day  of  the  Skius  and  her  convoy. 
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most  of  which  began  to  grow  foul  long  before  their  arrival, 
not  one  of  them  being  coppered. 

Thus  was  happily  completed  in  eight  months  and  one 
week  (the  whole  fleet  being  safe  at  anchor  on  the  20th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1788),  a  voyage  which,  before  it  was  undertaken,  the 
mind  hardly  dared  venture  to  contemplate,  and  on  which  it 
was  impossible  to  reflect  without  some  apprehension  as  to  its 
termination.  In  the  course  of  that  time  they  had  sailed  fifteen 
thousand  and  sixty-three  miles ;  had  touched  at  the  Ameri- 
can and  African  continents ;  and  had  at  last  rested  within  a 
few  days  sail  of  the  Antipodes  of  their  native  country,  with- 
out meeting  any  accident,  in  a  fleet  of  eleven  sail,  nine  of 
which  were  merchantmen  that  had  never  before  sailed  in  that 
distant  and  imperfectly  explored  ocean ;  and  when  it  was  con* 
aidered  that  there  was  on  board  a  large  body  of  convicts,  many 
of  whom  were  embarked  in  a  very  sickly  state,  they  might  be 
deemed  peculiarly  fortunate,  that  of  th^  whole  number  of  all 
descnptions  of  persons  coming  to  form  the  new  settlement, 
only  thirty-two  had  died  since  their  leaving  England,  among 
whom  were  to  be  included  one  or  two  deaths  by  accident ; 
although  previous  to  their  departure,  it  had  been  conjectured, 
that  before  they  should  have  heen  a  month  at  sea,  one  of  the 
transports  would  have  been  converted  into  an  hospital  ship. 
Fortunately,  however,  it  happened  othetwise.  Their  provi« 
sions  were  excellent,  and  they  had  all  partaken  liberally  of 
lefreshments  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
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CHAP.  m. 

IncofiTenience  of  Botany  Bay — The  Governor  proceeds  to  Pi>rt  Jack-» 
SOD,  where  it  is  determined  to  fix  the  Settlement— Removal  from 
Botany  Bay — ^Arrival  of  two  French  Ship«>  under  M.  de  la  Perouae 
— ^The  Sirius  and  Convoy  arrive  at  Port  Jackson-^Prepaiations  foe 
Encampment — Commission  and  Lelters  patent  read— Government 
of  the  Colony . 

The  governor  had  employed  the  short  time  which  he  had 
gained  in  examining  the  bay ;  but  on  their  arrival  he  had  not 
seen  any  spot  to  which  some  strong  objection  did  not  apptyJ 
If  in  one  place  he  met  with  a  promising  soil,  it  was  deficient 
in  that  grand  essential,  fresh  water,  and  was  besides  too  con^ 
fined  for  their  numbers.  He  therefore  determined  on  exa-' 
mining  the  adjacent  harbours  of  Port  Jackson  and  Broken . 
Bay ;  and  for  that  purpose  set  off  the  day  folfewmg  the  arrival 
of  the  Sirius  and  her  convoy,  in  three  open  boats,  accottpani^ 
ed  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  settlement. 
*  The  coast,  as  he  drew  near  Port  Jackson,  wore  a  most  iin« 
promising  appeantnce,  and  the  natives  every  where  greeteif 
the  little  fiect  with  shouts  of  defiance  and  prohibition,  the 
words  ^  Warra  warra,"  Go  away,  go  ai^^ay,  resounding  where- 
ever  they  appeared.  The  govemor^s  utmost  expectation,  as 
he*  drew  near  the  harbour,  being-  to  find  WhatCaptain  Codk^ 
as  he  passed  it  by,  thought  might  be  found,  shelter  for  a  boat ; 
he  was  most  agreeably  surprised  at  discovering,  on  his  entrance, 
a  harbour  capable  of  afibrdiHg  security  for  a  large  fleet. 

In  one  of  the  coves  of  this  noble  ahd  capacious  harbour,  he 
detemfined  to  fix  the  future  seat  of  liis  government,  it  having 
been  found  to  possess  a  sufiiciency  of  water  and  soil.  Having 
completed  his  research  in  three  days,  he  returned  to  Botany 
Bay,  and  gave  directions  for  an  immediate  removal  thence ; 
a  circumstance  which  gave  general  satisfaction,  as  nothing 
had  been  discovered  In  that  place  which  could  excite  a  wish 
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to  pass  another  day  in  it  This  removal  would  haye  taken 
place  the  morning  following  his  return  ;  but  at  day-light  they 
were  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  two  strange  sail  iu  the 
offing.  Various  were  the  conjectures  of  what  nation  these 
could  be^  and  whence  they  had  arrived.  It  was  soon  known, 
however,  that  they  were  two  French  ships,  Le  Boussole  and 
L'Afitrolabe,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Perouse,  then 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery. 

That  Botany  Bay  should  have  appeared  to  Captain  Cook  in 
a  more  advantageous  light  than  to  Governor  Phillip,  is  not  by 
any  means  extraordinaiy.  Their  objects  were  very  different: 
the  one  required  only  shelter  and  refreshment  for  a  small  ves- 
sel, and  during  but  a  short  time:  the  other  had  great  num- 
bers to  provide  for,  and  was  necessitated  to  find  a  place  where* 
in  ships  of  very  considerable  burthen  might  approach  the 
shore  with  ease,  and  lie  at  all  times  in  perfect  security.  The 
appearance  of  the  place  is  picturesque  and  pleasing,  and  the 
ample  harvest  it  affi)rded,  of  botanical  acquisitions,  made  it 
interesting  to  the  philosophical  gentlemen  engaged  in  that  ex- 
pedition; but  something  more  essential  than  beauty  of  ap- 
pearance, and  more  necessary  than  philosophical  riches, 
must  be  sought  in  a  place  where  the  permanent  residence  of 
multitudes  is  to  be  established. 

As  Captain  Hunter,  with  whom  the  governor  had  left  the 
charge  of  bringing  the  Slrius  and  transports  round  to  Port 
Jackson,  (whither  he  had  preceded  them  in  the  Supply)  was 
working  out  when  M.  de  la  Perouse  entered  Botany  Bay,  the 
two  commanders  had  bardy  time  to  exchange  civilities ;  and 
it  must  naturally  have  created  some  surprize  in  the  French  to 
find  the  English  fleet  abandoning  the  harbour  at  the  very  time 
when  they  wire  preparing  to  anchor  in  it ;  indeed,  M,  de  la 
Perouse  afterwards  said,  that  ^  until  he  had  looked  round 
him  in  Botany  Bay,  he  could  not  divine  the  cause  of  their 
quitting  k ;  having  expected,  from  the  inteUigence  given  him 
at  Kamschalica,  to  have  found  a  town  hoik  and  a  market 
established  j  but  by  what  he  had  already  seen  of  the  countrv, 
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he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety  and  absolute  necessity  of 
the  measure. 

Governor  Phillip,  with  a  party  of  marines  and  some  artifi* 
ctTSj  arrived  in  Port  Jackson,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Cove  intended  for  tfie  settlement,  on  the  evening  of  the 
25th ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  following  day,  sufficient 
ground  was  cleared  for  encamping  the  officer's  guard,  and  the 
convicts  who  had  landed  in  the  morning.  The  spot  chosen 
for  this  purpose  was  at  the  head  of  the  Cove,  near  a  run  of 
fresh  water,  which  stole  silently  through  a  very  thick  wood, 
the  stillness  of  which  had  then,  for  the  first  time  since  the  cre- 
ation, been  interrupted  by  the  rude  sound  of  the  labourer's 
axe,  and  the  downfal  of  its  ancient  inhabitants : — a  stillness 
and  tranquillity  which,  from  that  day,  were  to  give  place  to 
the  noise  of  labour,  the  confusion  of  camps  and  towns,  and 
the  busy  hum  of  its  new  possessors. 

This  impressive  scene  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
painter  and  the  poet.  The  ingenious  Mr  Wedgewood  model- 
led a  medallion  from  a  small  piece  of  fine  clay  sent  from 
Sydney  Cove.  The  design  is  allegorical ;  it  represents  Hope 
encouraging  Art  and  Labour,  under  the  influence  of  Peace, 
to  pursue  the  employments  necessary  to  give  security  and 
happiness  to  an  infant  settlement.  The  following  beautiful 
verses  were  written  by  Dr  Darwin,  the  ingenious  author  of 
the  Botanic  Garden^  in  allusion  to  this  allegory.  To  readers 
of  taste  any  encomium  of  ours  on  their  merits  would  be  quite 
unnecessary. 


"  Where  Sydney  Cove  her  lucid  bosom  swelli. 
Courts  her  young  navies,  and  the  storm  repels  $ 
High  on  a  rock  amid  the  troubled  air 
Hope  stood  sublime,  and  wav*d  her  golden  hair; 
Calm*d  with  her  rosy  smile,  the  tossing  deep. 
And  with  sweet  accents  charm*d  the  winds  Co  skep  ; 
To  each  wide  plain  she  stretched  her  snowy  band, 
Hi|;h-i»ving  wood,  and  sea^encircled  strand. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  21 

**  Hear  me/  she  cried,  '  ye  rising  realms  1  record 
lime's  op'ntng  toenes,  and  Troth's  uoerring  trord.— - 
There  shall  brood  streets  their  stately  walls  extend. 
The  circus  widen,  and  the  crescent  bend  ; 
There,  ray'd  from  cities  o*er  the  cultur'd  land. 
Shall  bright  canals,  and  solid  roads  expand. — 
There  the  proud  arclv  Colossus-like,  bestride 
Yon  glitt'ring  streams,  and  bound  the  diafing  tide ; 
Embellish'd  villas  crown  the  landscape-scene. 
Farms  wave  with  gold,  and  orchards  blush  betweeu^- 
7We  shall  tall  spires,  and  dome-capt  tow*rs  ascend. 
And  piers  and  quays  their  massy  structures  blend ; 
While  with  each  breeze  approaching  vessels  glide. 
And  northern  treasures  dance  on  ev*ry  tide  !'^ — 
Then  ceas'd  the  nymph— tumultuous  echoes  roar. 
And  Joy's  loud  voice  was  heard  from  shore  to  shof^— > 
Her  graceful  steps,  descending,  preas'd  the  plain. 
And  Peace,  and  Art,  andLABOus,  jom*d  her  train.*' 

In  the  evening  of  thb  day,  the  whole  of  the  par^  then  pre- 
sent were  assembled  at  the  point  where  they  had  first  landed 
in  the  morning,  and  on  which  a  flag-stafif  had  been  purposely 
erected,  and  an  union  jack  displayed;  when  the  marines 
fired  scFeral  voJlies ;  between  which  the  healths  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  and  the  Royal  Family,  with  success  to  the  new  colony, 
were  most  cordially  drank.  The  day,  which  had  been  ex- 
tremely  fine,  concluded  with  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Sinus  and 
the  convoy  from  Botany  Bay, — thus  terminating  the  voyage 
Vi4th  the  same  good  fortune  which  had  firmn  its  commence- 
ment been  so  conspicuously  their  friend  and  companioo. 

The  disembarkation  of  the  troops  and  convicts  took  place 
frcMn  the  following  day,  until  the  whole  were  landed.  The 
confusion  that  ensued  will  not  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
eonsidered,  that  every  man  stej^d  from  the  boat  literally 
into  a  wood.  Parties  of  people  were  every  where  heard  and 
seen  variously  emj^oyed ;  some  in  clearing  ground  for  the 
different  encampments ;  others  in  pitching  tents,  or  bringing 
np  such  stores  as  were  more  immediately  wanted;  and  the 
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«pot  which  had  so  latdy  been  the  abode  of  silence  and  tran- 
quillity was  now  changed  to  that  of  noise)  clamour,  and  con- 
cision ;  but  after  a  short  time,  order  gradually  prevailed.  As 
the  woods  were  bpened  and  the  ground  cleared,  &e  various 
encampments  were  extended,  and  all  wore  the  appearance  of 
regularity  and  decorum. 

As  soon  as  the  hurry  and  tumult  necessarily  attending  the 
disembarkation  had  a  little  subsided,  the  governor  caused  his 
Majesty's  commission,  appointing  him  to  be  his  captain-gene- 
ral and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  the  territory  of  New 
South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  to  be  publicly  read,  toge- 
ther with  the  letters-patent  for  establishing  the  courts  of  civil 
and  criminal  judicature  in  the  territory.  The  ceremony  of 
reading  diese  puUic  instruments  havmg  been  perfooned  by 
the  judge-advocate,  the  Governor  addressed  the  convicts,  as- 
sured them,  among  other  things,  ibat  ^he  should  ever  be 
ready  to  shew  approbation  and  encouragement  to  those  who 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  them  by  good  conduct;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  such  as  were  determined  to  act  in  opposi- 
tion to  piv^riety,  would  inevitably  meet  with  the  punishment 
that  they  deserved/'-  He  remarlced  how  much  it  was  their 
interest  to  forget  the  habit»  office  and  indolence  ia  which  too 
many  of  them  had  hitherto  lived ;  and  exhorted  them  to  be 
honest  among  themselves,  obedient  to  their  overseers,  and  at- 
tentive to  the  several  w<xfcs  in  which  they  were  about  to  be 
employed. 

It  appeared  by  the  letters  patent  under  Ae  great  seal  of 
Great  Britaio,  that  his  Majesty  had  authorised,  by  hb  oonok 
mission  mider  the  great  seal,  '''the  Governor,  or  in  his  absence 
the  lieutenant-govertior,  to  isdnvene  ftom  time  to  time,  as  oc- 
casion might  require,  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  which 
court  was  to  be  a  court  of  record,  and  to  consist  of  the  judge- 
advocatie  and  such  six  officen  of  the  sea  and  land  service  as 
the  Governor  should,  by  prefeept  issued  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  reqidre  to  assemMe  for  that  purpose.  The  major  part  of 
this  court  to  adjudge  irkdihepo^  not  the  prisoner  be  giuhy. 
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If  guilty,  and  the  ofience  be  capital,  they  are  to  pronoutice 
sentence  of  death,  or  such  corporeal  panisliment  as  should  be 
deemed  fit.  There  is  also  a  civil  court,  consisting  of  the 
Judge  advocate  and  two  inhabitants  appointed  by  the  gover- 
iior.  lliis  court  has  full  power  to  hear  and  determine  all 
personal  pleas,  and  to  grant  probates  of  wills,  &c.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  courts  there  is  a  vice-admiralty  court  for  the 
trial  of  ofieoces  committed  upon  the  high  seas,  of  which  the 
lieutenant-governor  is  constituted.  The  Governor  has,  be- 
side that  of  captain-general,  a  commission  constituting  him 
viee.  admiral  of  the  teiritory ;  and  another  vestmg  hfan  with 
tfuthority  to  hold  general  courts-martial,  and  to  coi^m  or  set 
aside  the  sentence.  The  major-comaiandant  of  the  detadi- 
ment  had  the  usual  power  of  assembling  regimental  or  batta* 
lion  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  ofiences  oomviitted  by  the 
soldiersunder  bis  command. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Deprarity  of  the  Convicts— One  of  them  executed— Transactions  afltev 
the  Lan<fin9— The  Supply  sent  to  Norfolk  Island-^-Descripdoii  of 
that  place— Natives  of  Port  Jackson. 

Thb  convicts  had  been  mustered  early  in  the  noomingv 
wi^n  nine  were  reported  to  be  absent  Frosn  the  situatioxl 
which  had  been  unavoidably  adopted,  it  was  impossiUe  to 
previent  these  people  from  stni^ling.  Fearless  of  the  dan- 
ger which  must  attend  them,  numy  had  visited  the  French 
ships  in  Botany  Bay,  soliciting  to  be  taken  on  board.  It  was 
soon  found,  that  they  had  secreted  at  lettst  one-third  of  their 
woridng-toois,  and  that  any  scMt  of  labour  was  with  difficulty 
procured  from  them* 

Governor  Phillip  soon  found,  with  great  regret,  though 
doubtless,  without  much  surprize,  that  in  the  community 
oonnnitted  to  his  care,  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  sanctions 
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of  law  was  pecidiarly  necessary.  There  were  in  it  many  in- 
dividuals whom  neither  lenity  ccNild  touch,  nor  rigour  terri- 
fy ;  who,  without  sense  of  social  duty,  appeared  to  have  lost 
all  value  lor  life  itself,  and  with  the  same  wantonness  exposed 
themselves  to  the  darts  of  the  savages,  and  to  the  severe  pu- 
nishments which,  however  reluctantly,  every  society  must  in- 
fliot  when  milder  methods  have  been  tried  without  success* 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  February  a  criminal  court  was  oon- 
vehed,  in  which  six  of  the  convicts  received  sentence  of  death* 
One,  who  was  the  head  of  the  gang,  was  executed  the  same 
day ;  of  the  rest,  one  was  pardoned ;  the  other  four  were  re^ 
prieved,  and  afterwards  exiled  to  a  small  island  mthin  the  bay, 
where  they  were  kept  on  bread  and  water.  These  men  had 
frequently  rcdibed  the  stores,  and  the  other  convicts.  He 
who  suffered  and  two  others,  had  been  detected  in  stealing 
from  the  stores  the  very  day  that  they  had  received  a  week's 
provision;  at  a  time  when  their  allowance,  as  settled  by  the 
navy  board,  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  soldiers,  spirituous 
liquors  excepted.  So  inveterate  were  their  habits  of  disho- 
nesty, that  even  the  iqpparent  want  of  a  motive  could  not  re- 
press them. 

A  portable  canvas-house,  brought  over  for  the  Governor, 
was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  the  Cove,  (which  was  named 
Sydney)  where  a  small  body  of  convicts  were  put  under  tents. 
The  detachment  of  marines  was  encamped  at  the  head  of  the 
C!ove  near  the  stream ;  and  on  the  west  side  was  placed  the 
main  body  of  the  convicts.  Every  person  belonging  to  the 
settlement  being  landed,*tfae  numbers  ammmted  to  1030  per- 
sons. The  tents  for  the  sick  were  placed  on  the  west  side  ; 
and  it  was  observed,  with  concern,  that  their  numbers  were 
fast  increasing.  The  scurvy,  that  had  not  appeared  during 
the  passage,  now  broke  out ;  which,  aided  by  a  dysentery, 
began  to  fill  the  hospital,  and  several  died.  In  addition  to  the 
medicines  that  were  administered,  every  species  of  esculent 
plants  that  could  be  found  in  the  country  were  procured  foor 
them :  wild  celery,  spinnach,  and  parsley,  fortunately  grew  in 
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great  ^abundance:  those  who  were  in  health,  as  well  as  the 
mc)r,  were  very  glad  to  introduce  them  into  their  messes,  and 
fennd  than  a  pleasant  as  well  as  wholesome  addition  to  the 
.radon  of  salt  provisions. 

The  puHic  stock,  consisting  of  one  bull,  four  cows,  one 
buU-calf,  one  stallion,  three  mares,  and  three  colts,  was  re- 
moved to  a  spot  at  the  head  of  the  adjoining  Cove,  which  was 
cleared  for  a  small  farm,  intended  to  be  placed  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  person  brought  out  by  the  governor. 

Some  ground  having  been  prepared  near  his  Excellency's 
house  on  the  east  side,  the  plants  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  were  safely  brought  on  shore ;  and  the 
new  settlers  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  grape,  the 
fig,  the  orange,  the  pear,  and  ^e  apple,  those  delicious  fruits 
of  4!lie  Old,  taking  root  and  establishing  themselves  in  their 
New  World. 

Houses  for  the  reception  of  the  stores  were  begun  as  soon 
as  sufficient  ground  was  cleared  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was 
featid  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  service  to  employ 
Ibe  coimcts  in  task^work,  alloting  a  certain  quantity  of  ground 
to  be  cleared  by  a  certain  number  of  persons  in  a  given  time, 
and  alk»wing  them  to  empby  what  time  they  might  gain,  till 
called  on  i^n  for  publie  service,  in  bringing  in  materials  and 
erecting  huts  for  themselves.  But  these  unfortunate  people 
fimr  Ae  tnest  part  preferred  passing  in  idleness  the  hours  that 
ma^t  have  been  so  ]«rofitabIy  spent,  straggling  into  the 
woods,  or  vi^ting  the  French  ships  in  Botany  Bay. 

Among  the  bwldings  that  were  early  erected  was  an  obser- 
vatory on  the  western  point  of  the  Cove,  to  receive  the  astro- 
Bomical  instruments  which  had  been  sent  out  by  the  Board  of 
Longitude,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  comet  which  was 
to  be  seen  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  <3ovemor  having  also  received  instructions  to  establish 
a  settlement  at  Norfolk  Island,  the  Supply  sailed  for  that 
place  about  the  middle  of  February,  having  on  board  lieute* 
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naot  King  of  the  Sirius,  named  by  Captain  Phillip  saperiu-- 
tendant  and  commandant  of  the  settlement  to  be  formed 
there.  Lieutenant  King  took  with  him  one  surgeon,. 009 
petty  officer,  two  private  soldiers,  two  persons  who  pretended 
to  some  knowledge  in  flax-dressing,  and  nine  male  and  six 
female  convicts,  mostly  volunteers.  This  little  party  was  to 
be  landed  with  tents,  clodiing  for  the  convicts,  implements  of 
husbandry,  tools  for  dressing  flax,  &c.  and  provisions  for  six 
months ;  before  the  expiration  of  which  time  it  was  designed 
to  send  them  a  fresh  supply.  To  prevent  repetitions,  it  mhj 
perhaps  be  best  to  unite,,  in  this  place,  a  description  of  the 
island. 

Norfolk  Island  is  about  seven  leagues  in  circumference^ 
and  if  not  originally  formed,  like  many  other  small  islands,  by 
the  eruption  of  Volcanic  matter  from,  the  bed  of  the  sea,  must 
doubtless  have  contained  a  volcano.  It  is  exceedingly  weH 
watered.  At,  or  near  Mount  Pitt  rises  a  strong  and  copious 
stream,  which,  flowing  through  a  very  fine  valley,  divides*  k* 
self  into  several  branches,  each  of  which  retains  suf&cientforce 
to  be  used  ia  turning  mills :  and  in  various  parts  of  the  bland 
excellent  springs  have  been  discovered*. 

The  island  was  one  entire  wood,  or  rather  a  garden  over- 
run with  the  noblest  pines,  in  straigfatness^  size,,  andmagtii^ 
tude,  far  superior  to  any  ever  seen.  Nothing  can  exeeed  the 
fertility  of  its  soil,  being  a  rich  black  mould,  of  the  depth  of 
five  or  sdx  feet :  and  the  grain  and  garden  seeds  which  have 
been  sown,,  such  only  excepted  as  were  damaged  in  the  car- 
riage, or  by  the  weevil,  have  vegitated  with  tke  utmost  luxu^- 
riance. 

The  climate  is  pure,,  salubrious,  and  delightful,  preserved, 
from  oppressive  heats  by  constant  breezes  from  the  sea,  and  of 
so  mild  a  temperature  throughout  the  winter,  that  vegetatbo^ 
continues  there  without  interruption,  one  crop  succeeding 
another.  Reffeshing  showers  from  time  to  time  maintaio 
perpetual  verdure ;  not  indeed  of  grass,  for  none  has  yet  beax 
seen  upon  the  island,  but  of  the  trees,  shitibs,  and  other  vege«^ 
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tubles  which  in  all  parts  grow  abundantly.  On  the  leaves  of 
liiese,  and  ofsome  kinds  in  particular,  the  sheep,  hogs,  and 
goats,  not  only  live,  but  thrive  and  fatten  very  much. 

Fish  are  caught  in  great  plenty,  and  in  the  proper  season 
very  fine  turtle.  The  woods  are  inhabited  by  innumerable 
tribes  of  birds,  many  of  them  very  gay  in  plumage.  The 
most  useful  are  pigeons,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  a  bird 
not  unlike  the  Guinea  fowl,  except  in  colour,  (being  chiefly 
white)  both  of  which  were  at  first  so  tame  as  to  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  taken  by  the  hand.  Of  plants  that  afford  vege- 
tables for  the  table,  the  chief  are  cabbage  palm,  the  wild  plan- 
tain, the  fern  tree,  a  kind  of  wild  spinage,  and  a  tree  which 
produces  a  diminutive  fruit,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  a 
currant.  But  the  productions  which  give  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  Norfolk  Island  are  the  pines  and  the  flax  plant, 
the  former  rising  to  a  size  and  perfection  unknown  in  other 
places,  and  promising  the  most  valuable  supply  of  masts  and 
spars  for  our  navy  in  the  East  Indies ;  the  latter  not  less  esti- 
mable for  the  purposes  of  making  sail-cloth,  cordage,  and 
even  the  finest  manufactures ;  growing  in  great  plenty,  and 
with  such  luxuriance  as  to  attain  the  height  of  eight  feet 
The  pines  measure  frequently  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  even 
one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  height,  and  are  sometimes 
nine  or  ten  feet  in  diameter  at  the  bottom  of  the  trunk. 
Tliey  rise  to  about  eighty  feet  without  a  branch ;  the  wood  is 
said  to  be  of  the  best  quality,  almost  as  light  as  that  of  the 
best  Norway  masts ;  and  the  turpentine  obtained  from  it  is  re- 
markable for  purity  and  whiteness.  The  fern  tree  is  found 
also  of  a  great  height  for  its  species,  measuring  from  seventy 
to  eighty  feet,  and  affords  excellent  food  for  the  sheep  and 
other  small  cattle,  A  plant  producing  pepper,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  the  true  oriental  pepper,  was  discovered  in 
the  island,  growing  in  great  plenty ;  and  specimens  were 
been  sent  to  England,  in  order  to  ascertain  this  important 
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The  chief  disadvantage  experienced  by  thoie  who  were 
sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  was  the  want  of  a  good  knding  place. 
The  bay  which  was  used  for  this  purpose  being  inclosed  by  a 
reef  of  coral  rock,  through  which  there  is  a  passage  only  for  a 
boat ;  and  during  the  tide  of  flood,  when  the  wind  is  westerly^ 
the  landing  is  rather  dangerous. 

It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  the  curiosity  of  the  natives  of 
BotanyBay  would  be  attracted  by  observing,  that,  instead  of  qiut- 
ting,  their  visitors  were  occupied  in  works  that  indicated  an  in- 
tention of  remaining  in  their  country ;  but  during  the  first  six 
weeks,  only  two  came  near  them.  These  men  strolled  into 
the  camp  one  evening,  and  remained  in  it  for  about  half  an 
hour.  They  appeared  to  admire  whatever  they  saw,  and^ 
after  receiving  each  a  hatchet  (of  the  use  of  which  the  eldest 
instantly  and  curiously  shewed  hb  knowledge,  by  turning  up 
his  foot  and  sharpening  a  piece  of  wood  on  the  sole  with  the 
hatchet),  took  their  leave,  apparently  well  pleased  with  tlieir 
reception.  The  fishing-boats  also  frequently  rep<Nrted  their 
having  been  visited  by  many  of  these  people  when  hauling 
the  seine;  at  which  labour  they  often  assisted  with  cheerful- 
ness, and  in  return  were  generally  rewarded  with  part  of  the 
fish  taken. 

Every  precaution  was  used  to  guard  against  a  breach  of  this 
friendly  and  desirable  intercourse,  by  strictly  prohibiting  every 
person  from  depriviiig  them  of  their  spears,  fizgigs,  gum,  or 
other  articles,  which  it  was  soon  perceived  they  were  accus* 
tomed  to  leave  under  the  rocks,  or  loose  and  scattered  about 
upon  the  beaches. 

There  was,  however,  great  reason  to  believe,  that  these  pre* 
cautions  were  first  rendered  fruitless  by  the  ill  conduct  of  a 
baat*s  crew  belon^ng  to  one  of  the  transports,  who  had  at- 
tempted to  land  in  one  of  the  coves  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
harbour,  but  were  prevented,  and  driven  o£f  with  stones  by 
the  natives.  A  party  of  them,  consisting  of  sixteen  or  eighteen 
persons,  some  time  after  landed  on  the  island,  where  the  peo« 
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pie  of  the  Stfitus  were  pvqMringa  garden^  andl^  with  much  ar- 
tifice watching  thdi  opportumty,  carried  off  a  shovel,  a  spade, 
asid  a  pick-axe.  On  their  being  fired  at,  and  hit  on  the  legs 
bjr  one  of  the  people  with  small  shot,  the  pick-axe  was  droj^ 
ped,  but  they  carried  off  the  other  tools. 

The  weather  during  the  latter  end  of  January  and  the 
month  of  February  was  very  close,  with  rain,  at  times  very 
heavy,  and  attended  with  much  thunder  and  lightning,  by 
wfaicb  some  sbeep^  Iambs,  and  p^  were  destroyed* 


CHAP.  V. 


Broken  Bay  visited— M.  de  la  Perotise  sail»— Wharf  begun— ^Scurvy- 
Some  Convicts  wounded  by  the  Natives — Rush  Cutters  killed- 
Caittle  lo8t-^Bad  CooAoet  of  the  Convicts. 


Eaely  in  March,  the  governor,  accompanied  by  some  offi- 
cers, went  by  water  to  survey  the  harbour  of  Broken  Bay ; 
which  proved  equal  in  magnitude  to  Port  Jackson,  but  the 
knd  in  general  was  very  high,  and  in  most  parts  rocky  and 
barren.  The  weather  turned  out  very- unfavourable  to  this 
excursion  in  a  country  where  the  residence  for  each  night  was 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  travellers  themselves;  and  some  of 
the  party  returned  with  dysenteric  complaints.  ITie  weather 
at  Port  Jackson  had  been  equally  adverse  to  labour ;  and  the 
governor  found,  at  his  return,  upwards  of  two  hundred  pa- 
tients under  the  surgeon's  care,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
rains  that  had  fallen.  A  building  for  the  reception  of  the 
sick  was  new  absolutely  necessary,  and  one  was  put  in  hand, 
to  be  divided  into  a  dispensary  (all  the  hospital-stores  being  at 
that  time  under  tents)  a  ward  for  the  troops,  and  another  for 
the  convicts.  The  heavy  rains  also  pointed  out  the  necessi- 
ty of  sheltering  the  detachment ;  and  until  barracks  could 
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be  built,  most  of  them  covered  their  ten^,  tmli  thatch^  or 
erected  for  themselves  temporary  clay  hute.  The  barracks 
were  begun  early  in  March ;  but  much  difficulty  was  found 
in  providing  proper  materials^  the  timber  being  in  general 
shakey  and  rotten.  They  were  to  consist  of  four  buildings, 
and  were  placed  at  a  convenient  distance  from  each  other  for 
the  benefit  of  air  and  cleanliness^  and  with  a  space  in  the 
centre  for  a  parade. 

On  or  about  the  10th  of  March,  the  French  ships  sailed 
from  Botany  Bay,  bound,  as  they  said,  to  the  northward,  and 
carrying  with  them  the  most  unfavourable  ideas  of  this  coun- 
try and  its  native  inhabitants ;  the  officers  having  declared, 
that  in  their  whole  voyage  they  nowhere  found  so  poor  a 
country,  nor  such  a  miserable  people. 

A  wharf  for  the  convenience  of  landing  stores  was  begun, 
under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor-genofal :  the  ordnance, 
consisting  of  two  brass  six-pounders  on  travelling  carriages, 
four  iron  twelve-pounders,  and  two  iron  six-pounders,  were 
landed;  the  tran^rts,  which  were  chartered  for  China,  were 
cleared;  the  long-boats  of  the  ships  in  the  Cove  were  em- 
ployed in  bringing  cabbage-tree  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
harbour,  where  it  grew  in  great  abundance,  and  was  found, 
when  cut  into  proper  lengths,  very  fit  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing temporary  huts;  the  posts  and  plates  of  which,  being 
made  of  the  pine  of  the  country,  and  the  sides  and  ends  filled 
with  lengths  of  the  cabbage-tree,  plastered  over  with  clay, 
formed  a  very  good  hovel.  The  roofe  were  generally  thatched 
with  the  grass  of  the  gum-rush;  some  were  covered  with  clay, 
but  several  of  these  failed,  the  weight  of  the  clay  land  heavy 
rain  soon  destroying  them. 

.  It  being  now  April,  and  the  winter  of  thb  hemisphere  ap- 
preaching,  it  became  necessary  to  expedite  the  buildings  in- 
tended for  the  detachment  Every  carpenter  that  could  be 
procured  among  the  convicts  was  sent  to  assist,  and  as  many 
as  could  be  hired  from  the  transports  were  employed  at  the 
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hospital  and  stot||ouse.  The  long*boats  still  continued  to 
bring  up  the  cabbage-tree  from  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour, 
and  a  range  of  huts  was  begun  on  the  west  side  for  some  of 
the  female  convicts. 

The  little  camp  now  began  to  wear  the  aspect  of  distress, 
from  the  great  number  of  scorbutic  patients  that  were  daily 
seen  creeping  to  and  from  the  hospital  tent;  and  the  princi* 
pal  surgeon  suggested  the  expediency  of  a  supply  of  tur- 
tle from  Lerd  Howe  Ishnd ;  but  it  was  geuerally  thought 
that  the  season  was  too  for  advanced,  and  that  the  utmost 
which  could  have  been  procured  would  have  made  but  a  very 
trifliug  and  temporary  change  in  the  diet  of  those  afflicted 
with  the  disorder. 

About  diis  time  one  of  the  convicts  who,  in  searching  for 
vegetables,  had  gone  a  considerable  way  from  the  camp,  re* 
turned  very  dangerously  wounded  in  the  back.  He  said,  that 
another  man  who  had  gone  out  for  the  same  purpose,  had 
been  carried  off  by  the  natives  in  hb  sight,  after  having  been 
wounded  in  the  head.  A  shirt  and  hat  were  afterwards  found, 
both  pierced  with  spears,  in  one  of  the.  huts  of  the  natives  $ 
but  no  intelligence  of  the  man  could  be  gained.  There  could 
be  little  doubt  that  the  convicts  had  been  ike  aggressors^ 
though  the  man  who  returned  strongly  denied  having  given 
any  kind  of  provocation. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  May,  two  men  who  had  been  employed 
in  cdlecting  rushes  for  thatch  at  some  distance  from  the 
camp,  were  found  dead.  One  of  them  had  four  spears  in  his 
body,  one  of  which  had  pierced  entirely  through  it :  the  other 
had  not  any  marics  of  violence  upon  him.  In  this  case  it  was 
clearly  proved  that  the  first  injury  had  been  offered  by  the 
unfortunate  men,  who  paid  so  dearly  for  their  dishonesty  and 
disobedience  of  orders ;  for  they  had  been  seen  with  a  cano6, 
which  they  had  taken  from  one  of  the  fishing  places,  These 
events  were  much  regretted  by  Governor  Phillip,  as  tending 
entirely  to  the  frustration  of  the  plan  he  had  so  much  at  hearty 
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of  ooneiUatiag  the  affiscdons  of  the  natiTesjtmd  establistiiag  « 
fiiendlj  ifiteFootfTBe  with  them. 

No  very  good  femine  had  hkherto  attended  the  lire  stock 
belonging  to  the  settlement,  but  the  heaviest  blow  was  yet  to 
come.  Aboat  this  time  the  two  bults  and  four  cows,  belong- 
iag  to  goverament,  and  to  the  governor,  having  been  left  for 
a  time  by  the  man  who  wa6  appointed  to  attend  them,  stray- 
ed into  the  w<ood8,  and  though  they  were  ttaeed  to  some  dis- 
tance, never  couM  be  recovered.  This  was  a  loss  for  some 
time  irreparable. 

Exemplary  punishments  seemed  about  this  period  to  be 
growing  daily  more  necessary.  Stock  was  often  kffled^  huts 
and  tents  broke  open,  and  provision  constantly  stolen,  particu- 
larly about  the  latter  end  of  the  week ;  as  many  of  those  un- 
thrifty people,  taking  no  care  to  husband  their  provisions 
tfavough  the  seven  days  that  they  were  intended  to  last  them, 
had  Qonsuraed  the  vFhole  by  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth 
day.  One  of  this  description  made  his  week's  allowance  of 
Amu*  {ei^t  pounds)  into  eakes,  which  he  deroured  at  one 
meal ;  he  was  soon  after  taken  speediless  and  senseless,  and 
died  the  following  day,  a  loathsome  putrid  dbjeet.  James 
Bennett,  a  yonth  ei  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  executed  for 
breaking  open  and  robbing  a  tent.  An  eldeily  woman,  n 
convict,  having  been  detected  in  stealing  a  flat  iron,  hung  her^' 
self  to  the  rUlge-pole  of  her  lient,  bat  was  fortunately  discover- 
ed in  time  to  preserve  her  life.  What  feeing  could  tempt 
her  to  this  ra^  action  it  wou4d  be  difficult  to  guess,  as  her 
being  a  convict  too  plainly  pioved  that  she  could  survive  the 
loss  of  diaracter. 

From  the  natwe  of  the  materials  with  which  most  of  the 
liats  occupied  by  the  convicts  were  co\«ered  in^  several  acci- 
dents happened  by  fire,  whereby  the  labour  of  many  people 
was  \osV,  they  ^n  were  obliged  to  seek  a  shelter  for  them- 
selves, and  had  in  geneml  to  complain  of  the  destruction  of 
piovisianB  mid  clothing.    To  prevent  this,  an  order  was  issued. 
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piohibiting  die  IraildiDg  of  chimnies,  in  future,  in  such  huts 
as  were  thatched. 

Thefts  stSl  continued  to  be  committed  by  and  among  the 
convicts.  Wine  was  stolen  firom  the  hospital,  and  several 
persons  were  tried  upon  suspicion,  but  for  want  of  sufficient 
evidence  were  acquitted.  There  was  such  a  tenderness  in 
these  people  to  each  other's  guilt,  such  an  acquaintance  with 
vice  and  ,the  different  degrees  of  it,  that,  unless  detected  in 
the  fact,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  bring  an  offence  home 
to  them. 


CHAP.  VI. 

King's  Birth-day — Supply  returns  to  Norfolk  Island — Heavy  Rains-— 
Sirius  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope — A  Convict  murdered — Set- 
tlement at  Rose-hill->-A  Native  taken — ^New  Year's  Day— Employ- 
ment of  the  Conviets— The  Supply  uak  for  Norfolk  Island— Con* 
victa  killed— Stoieft  robbed— State  of  Nor£i^k  Island— Mortality  of 
the  Small-poK  among  the  Natives, 

TflJB  fourth  of  June  was  not  suflered  to  pass  without  due 
celebradoD.  It  was  a  day  of  remission  from  labour,  and  of 
general  festivity  througbont  the  settlement.  At  son-rise  the 
Sirius  and  Supply  fired  each  a  salute  of  ti^^enty-ane  guns,  and 
again  at  one  o'clock,  when  the  marines  on  shore  also  saluted 
with  three  vollies.  At  sun-set  the  same  honours  were  a  third 
time  repeated  from  the  ships ;  large  bonfires  were  lighted, 
and  the  whole  camp  afforded  a  scene  6{  joy.  That  there 
mi^t  not  be  any  exception  to  th^  happiness  of  this  day, 
four  convicts  who  had  been  reprieved  from  death,  and  ba- 
nished to  an  island  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  received  a 
full  pardon,  and  were  sent  for  to  bear  their  part  in  the  general 
exultation.  The  Governor,  in  hb  letters,  with  that  humanity 
which  so  strongly  distinguishes  his  character,  says,  he  trusts 
that  on  this  day  there  was  not  a  single  heavy  heart  in  this  part 
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of  his  Majesty '$  dominions.  His  own  house  was  the  oentve 
of  conviviality  to  all  who  could  he  admitted  to  that  soctety^ 
nor  was  any  thing  neglected  wbidh  an  such  a  sitoation  could 
mark  a  dfl^  of  celebrity,  consistently  with  propriety  and  good 
order.  Perhaps  no  birth-day  was  ever  celebrated  in  more 
places,  or  more  remote  bom  each  other,  than  that  of  ins  Ma- 
jesty on  this  day. 

On  the  130th  the  Supply  sailed  with  stores  and  pnmsions 
for  Norfi)lk  Island.  Only  two  transports  remained  of  the  fleet 
that  came  out  from  England,  the  Golden  Grove  and'Fbhi- 
burn;  and  preparations  were  making  for  clearing  and  dis- 
charging them  from  Government  service,  by  constructing  a 
cellar  on  the  west  side  for  receiving  the  spirits,  and  depositing 
the  provisions  in  the  large  store-house. 

During  tb/e  beginning  of  August  much  heavy  rain  fell,  and 
not  only  prevjcnted  the  carrying  on  of  labour,  but  rendered  the 
work  of  uMfili  time  ihiitless  by  Ua  effects ;  tlie  brick  kiin  fell 
in  more  than  once,  and  bricks  to  a  large  amount  were  de- 
stroyed ;  the  niads  about  the  settlement  were  rendered  impas- 
sable ;  and  some  of  the  huts  Were  so  far  injured  as  to  require 
nearly  as  much  time  to  repair  them  as  to  build  them  anew, 
it  was  not  until  the  14th  of  the  month,  when  tihe  weather 
eleared  up,  that  the  people  were  again  aUe  to  wdric.  There 
were  at  this  time  in  hand  barracks  for  the  marine  detachment, 
an  observatory,  the  houses  erecting  for  the  goreroor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor,  and  the  shingling  <rf' the  hospital. 

September  commenced,  and  the  seed-wheat  which  had 
'been  sown  here  not  turning  but  well,  tliere  was  reason  to  ap- 
prehend a  failure  of  seed  for  the  next  year.  The  Governor 
•therefore,  early  in  this  month,  signified  his  intention  of  send- 
ing the  fiirius  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  procure  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  grain  for  that  purpose ;  toge^er  with  as 
much  flour  for  the  settlement  as  she  could  stow,  after  laying 
in  a  twelvemonth's  provisions  for  her  ship's  company. 

On  the  30th  one  midshipman  and  two  seamen  from  the 
Siriuf:,  one  seijeaot,  one  corporal,  and  five  private  marines. 
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Md  twetitfMtoe  male  and  ele? en  female  convicts^  embariced 
on  hoax4  the  GoMen  Grove  for  Norfolk  bland,  and  with  the 
Sinus  sukd  on  the  2d  of  October. 

The  detachment  fipdbig  it  convenient  to  collect  vegetables, 
and  being  obliged  to  go  for  them  as  far  as  Botany  Bay,  the 
convicts  were  ordered  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of 
an  armed  party,  and  never  on  any  account  to  stra^le  from 
the  soldiers,  or  go  to  Botany  Bay  without  them,  on  pain  of 
9tYtre  panislmient  Notwithstanding  which,  a  convict,  who 
had  been  looked  upon  as  a  good  man,  having  gone  out  with  an 
armed  party  to  procure  vegetables  at  Botany  Bay,  straggled 
from  them,  and  was  killed  by  the  natives.  On  the  return  of 
the  soldiers  from  the  bay  he  was  found  lying  dead  in  the  path) 
his  head  beaten  to  a  jelly,  a  spear  driven  through  it^  another 
through  his  body,  and  one  arm  broken.  Some  people  were 
sent  out  to  bury  him ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  mcmth  the 
fATties  who  went  by  the  spot  for  vegetables  reported  that  his 
body  was  three  times  found  above  ground,  having,  it  was  sup- 
posed, been  torn  up  by  die  natives's  dogs. 

On  the  departure  off  the  Sinus,  one  pound  of  ikmr  wits  di>» 
ducted  liom  the  weekly  ration  of  diose  who  receivedtbib  full 
pMportioo^  and  two-thiids  of  a  pound  from  such  as  wece  H 
two^thisds  alkMvanee.  The  public  works  went  on,  as  usual^ 
very  slowly ;  those  employed  on  them  in  general  barely  ex^ 
€rting  tbemselvea  beyond  what  ^as  necessary  to  avoid  iaime« 
4iBte  punishment  for  idleness. 

in  the  eouree  of  thb  month  a  lannck,  or  hoy,  capable  of 
conveying  provisions  to  Rose  HiH  and  other  places,  was  eon« 
stmcted'from  the  timber  of  ^  country;  a  landing-place  was 
ibrmfed  on*  the  east  side  of  tiie  Cove;  and  at  the  pduton  the 
west  side,  a  magasine  was  marked  out,  to  be  constructed  of 
stouej  and  large  enough  to  contain  fifty  or  mxty  barrels  of 
powder. 

It  being  observed  with  concern,  that  the  natives  were  every 
day  becoimng  more  troublesome  and  hostile,  several  people 
Slaving  been  wounded,  and  others,  who  wew  necessarily  em- 
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ployed  in  the  woods,  driven  in  and  much  afaurmed  by  dieiii» 
the  Governor  determined  on  endeavouring  to  seize,  and  bring 
into  the  settlement,  one  or  two  of  these  people,  whose  Ian* 
guage  it  was  become  absolutely  necessary  to  acquire,  that  they 
might  be  taught  to  distinguish  friends  from  enemies.  Accor- 
dingly, on  the  30th,  a  young  man  was  taken  and  brought  in 
by  Lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Supply,  and  Lieutenant  George 
Johnson,  of  the  marines.  A  second  was  seised ;  but,  afiber 
dragging  into  the  water  beyond  his  depth  the  man  who  held 
him,  he  got  clear  off!  The  native  who  had  been  secured  was 
on  his  landing  conveyed  to  the  Govemor^s,  where  he  was 
clothed,  a  slight  iron  or  manacle  piit  upon  his  wrist,  and  a 
trusty  convict  appointed  to  take  care  of  him.  A  small  but 
had  been  previously  built  for  his  reception  close  to  die  gnaid- 
house,  wherein  he  and  his  keeper  were  locked  up  at  ni^t ; 
and  the  following  morning  the  convict  reported,  that  hia 
charge  had  slept  very  well  during  the  night,  not  offering  to 
make  any  attempt  to  get  away. 

The  first  day  of  the  new  year  (January  17B9)  was  mariced 
as  a  holiday  by  a  suspension  of  all  kinds  of  labour,  and  by 
hoisting  of  colours  at  the  fort.  The  ration  of  provisions, 
though  still  less  by  a  pound  of  flour  than  the  proper  allowance, 
was  yet  so  sufficient  as  not  to  be  complained  of ;  nor  was  la- 
bour diminished  by  it.  Upon  a  calculation  of  the  different 
people  employed  for  the  public  in  cultivation,  it  appeared, 
that  of  all  the  numbers  in  the  colony  there  were  only  two 
hundred  and  fifty  so  employed : — a  very  small  number  indeed 
to  ]n-ocure  the  means  of  rendering  the  colony  independent  of 
the  mother-country  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  rest  were 
occupied  in  carrying  on  various  public  works,  such  as  stores, 
houses,  wharfs,  &c.  A  large  number  were  incapable,  through 
age  or  infirmities,  of  being  called  to  labour;  and  the  civil 
establishment,  the  military,  females,  and  children,  filled  up 
the  catalogue  of  those  unassisring  in  cultivation. 

The  Boi\  immediately  about  the  settlement  was  found  to  be 
of  too  sandjj:  a  ntture  to  give  much  promise  of  yidding  a  suf- 
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ficient  produce  even  for  the  small  quantity  of  flock  diat  it 
possessed.  At  Rose  Hill  the  prospect  was  better;  indeedy 
whatever  expectation  could  be  formed  of  successful  coltiva- 
tion  in  the  country,  rested  as  yet  in  that  quarter. 

The  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  on  the  I7th,  having 
QD  board  twenty-one  male  and  six  female  convicts,  and  three 
ch&dren ;  of  the  latter,  two  were  to  be  placed  under  Mr  KingV 
care  as  children  of  the  public.  The  one,  a  boy  of  three  years 
old,  had  lost  his  mother  on  the  passage  to  that  country;  the 
other,  a  girl  one  year  older,  had  a  mother  in  the  colony,  but 
of  so  very  abandoned  a  character,  that  the  child  was  taken 
from  her  in  the  hope  of  saving  it  from  the  ruin  which  was 
otherwise  inevitable.  These  children  were  to  be  instructed 
in  reading,  writing,  and  husbandry.  The  commandant  of  the 
island  was  directed  to  cause  five  acres  of  ground  to  be  allotted 
and  cultivated  for  their  benefit,  by  such  person  as  he  should 
ihink  fit  to  entrust  with  the  chaige  of  bringing  them  up  ac« 
cording  to  the  spirit  of  this  intention,  in  promoting  the  suc- 
cess of  which  every  friend  of  humanity  seemed  to  feel  an  in- 
4eR8t« 

Very  little  molestation  was  at  this  time  given  by  the  na- 
idves  ;  and  had  they  never  been  ill  treated  by  the  inhabitants, 
instead  of  hostility,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  an  inter- 
course of  friendship  would  have  subsisted. 

A  convict,  disregarding  both  orders  and  dangers,  went  in 
.search  of  herbs,  and  was  killed  by  the  natives.  A  few  days 
after  this  accident  a.party  of  the  convicts,  sixteen  in  number, 
ichiefly  belonging  to  the  brick-maker's  gang,  as  had  also  the 
-unfortunate  straiggler,  provided  themselves  with  stakes,  and 
oet  off  toward  Botany  Bay,  with  a  determination  to  revenge, 
4ipon  whatever  natives  they  should  meet,  the  treatment  which 
one  of  their  brethren  had  received.  Near  Botany  Bay  they 
fell  in  with  the  natives,  but  in  a  larger  body  than  they  ex- 
pected (NT  desired.  According  to  their  report,  they  were  fifty 
in  number;  but  much  dependence  was  not  to  be  placed  on 
what  tbqr  said  in  this  respect^  nor  in  their  naijative  of  the  af- 
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fiiif  ;  it  id  eertaitt,  hawmer,  they  ^ere  Aivett  in  by  the  toAvesSf 
wh6  kilUd  one  mfln  and  wounded  ^  others.  On  this  being 
knotfto  in  the  settlement,  an  armed  party  whs  sent  oat  with  an 
officer,  who  found  the  body  of  the  murdered  man  stripped^ 
«nd  Ij^ng  m  the  path.  They  also  found  a  boy,  who  had  like- 
li^e  been  stripped  and  left  for  dead  by  the  natives ;  he  WM 
iety  mnch  wounded,  and  his  left  ear  neariy  eat  oK  The 
party  returned  bearing  in  the  boy,  bat  without  seeing  way  et 
the  perpetrators  of  this  mischief:  the  other  wounded  people 
had  reached  the  settlement*  The  Governor,  judging  it  highly 
hecessary  to  make  examples  of  these  misguided  people,  wk^ 
had  so  dkringly  and  flagrantly  broken  through  every  order 
which  had  been  given  to  prevent  their  interfering  with- the 
natives  as  to  form  a  party  expressly  to  meet  with  ayd  «Cfack 
them,  directed  that  those  who  were  not  wounded  should  i e* 
eeive  eaefa  oiie  hundred  and  fifty  lashes,  and  wear  a  fetfler  fat 
a  t^vtlveMionth;  the  like  punislimentwas^&rectedto  be  idi- 
fficfed  upon  those  who  were  in  die  hospital^  as  soon  ,as  tbttfr 
^hobtd' recover  from  their  W(Muids.  > 

Tlie  same  day  two  armed  parties  were  sent,  one  toMwdb 
Botany  Biy,  and  the  other  in  a  ditferent  dwection,  that  the 
nanves  might  see  that  thmr  kte  act  of  vblenee  would  neithelr 
intimldfifte  nor  prevent  the  English  fibm  moving  beyond  the 
settlement  whenever  occasion  re<)uired. 

Suchweve^ir  enemies  abroad:  at  home,  within  them- 
selves, they  had  enemies  t6.encounter  of  a  different  nature^ 
hut  in  th^Lr  eiFects  more  difBcult  to  guard  against.  The  gar* 
dens  and  houses  of  individuals,  and  the  provision  store^  were 
over«mn  with  rats.  The  safety  of  the  piovisioQs  was  an  ob- 
ject of  geileral  importAnee,  and  the  Commissary  was  for  some 
time  emplo]^'  in  esiimining  inio  the  state  of  die  store.  By 
his  diligence  it  Was  dlscovereil  that  a  soldier,  nwned'.  Hunt, 
had  mbb^  it.  Being  admitted  an  evideoce  on  the  paA 
of  the  erown,  six  soMiens,  whom  he  accnsed,  wete  taken 
up  and  tried;  when  the  evidence  of  the  accemptioe  being 
confirmed  by  seiieial  strong  oonroboratBig   dreumstances. 
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(among  yfbiclk  k  appeared  that  the  atgre  bad  been  btdsen  into 
and  robbed  by  tbem  at  various  times  lor  upwards  erf  dgbt 
months),  tbey  were  ananimoosfy  found  giul^>  and  senteoced 
to  suffer  4faat  death  which  tbey  acfcaowledgedtfiey  bad  jiMly 
merited. 

While  tfiesetransactioiis  were  passing  at  Sydaey,  tbe  lidie 
cokmy  at  Norfolk  Island  bad  been  threateDed  with  an  inaur^ 
rectiofi.  The  Supfply  returned  fix>m  thence  on  the  ditfa,  after 
an  absence  of  five  weeks,  and  brought  from  loeutenant  King| 
the  commandant,  ioformatbn  of  a  chimeridd  scheme  lor  the 
capture  of  the  island,  and  the  auhsequent  escape  tfii\^  cap* 
toss,  but  tt  was  fortunately.  reTealed  to  a  seaman  belohging  to 
the  Siriiis,  who  lived  with  Mr  King  as  a.ganden^j  by  a  female 
ooDvict  that  odnhited  willi  him. 

OnTliwsday  die  26tb  of  Febmiiry,  the  ]sb»d  9^  visited 
by  a  hurricane,  w&ich  came  on  early  in  die  maming  in  veiy 
heavy  gales  ef  wind  ieaid  niin.  Several  pines  <rfoo4  hundjred 
and  eighty  and  two  hundred  feet  in  leogtjki,  and  from  iH^dnty 
to  tlorty  feet  in  circaaiferenee,  :wisre  blown  doiwn..  :The  gale 
bftd  moreased  by  noontaadfeadfbl  degrei^^  w#iiEh  tonrentsof 
heavy  mn.  Every  instant  praes  add*  live  voaksy  of  tfa«  laigeat 
dimensions,  were  borne  doom  by  the  fury  of  the  Uaet,  iidiichy 
tearing  up  roots  and  rocks  with  them,  left  chaspos. -of  eight  or 
ten  feet  deep  in  the  eardi.  Nothing  but  hono^  und  desola- 
tion every  where  presented  itself.  Tlie.stoinn  mged  with  the 
utmost  vicdenee ;  and  by  one  oViloDk  there  were,  as  many  trees 
torn  np  by  the  roots  as  would  have  required  the  labomr  of  fifty 
men  for  a'formight  to  have  felled.  £^rly  in  the  afternoon  tl¥3 
Swamp  and  Vale  were  overflowed,  and  had  evi^  appeamooe 
of  a  laige  navigable  river.  The  gardens,  publie  and  private, 
were  wholly  destroyed;  cabbages,  turnips,  and  other  plants^ 
were  biowil  out  of  the  ground ;  and  those  which  withstood 
the  hnrricane  seemed  as  if  they  had  been  scorched. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  and  throughout  its  continu- 
ance, the  people  whose  business  called  them  down  the  har- 
bour daily  reported,  that  they  found,  either  in  excavations  of 
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the  rocks,  or  lying  upon  the  beaches  and  points  of  the  dif^ 
ferent  coves,  the  bodies  of  many  of  the  wretched  natives  of 
the  country.  The  cause  of  this  mortality  remained  unknown, 
until  a  family  was  brought  into  the  settlement  and  the  disorder 
pronounced  to  have  been  the  small-pox.  It  was  not  a  desire 
able  circumstance  to  introduce  a  disorder  into  the  colony 
which  was  raging  with  such  fatal  violence  among  the  natives 
of  the  countiy ;  but  the  saving  the  lives  of  any  of  these  pea* 
pie  was  an  object  of  no  small  importance,  as  the  knowledge  of 
our  humanity  and  the  benefits  which  might  be  rendered  them^ 
vTDuld,  it  was  hoped,  do  away  the  evil  impressions  which  they 
had  received.  Two  elderly  men,  a  boy,  and  a  girl,  were  re* 
ceived,  and  placed  in  a  separate  hut  at  the  hospital.  The 
men  were  too  far  overcome  by  the  disease  to  derive  any  bene- 
fit from  the  exertions  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended 
them*;  but  the  children  did  well.  From  the  native  who  re- 
sided in  the  settlement  it  was  understood  that  many  families 
bad  been  swept  oiFby  this  scourge  of  the  human  nice;  and 
that  others,  to  avoid  it,  bad  fied  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
eountry.  Whether  it  had  ever  appeared  among  them  befove, 
could  not  be  discovered ;  but  it  was  certain  that  they  gave  it 
A  name  (gal-gal-la) ;  a  circumstance  which  seemed  to  indi- 
cate a  pre-acquaintance  with  it. 

It  had  been  greatly  feared,  ixom  the  first  introduction  of 
the  boy  and  girl  into  the  settlement,  that  the  native  who  had 
been  some  time  there,  and  whose  attention  to  them  during 
their  illness  excited  the  admiration  (d  every  one  that  witnessed 
it,  would  take  the  disorder;  as  chi  his  person  were  found  none 
of  those  traces  of  its  ravages  which  are  frequently  left  behind. 
It  happened  as  had  been  predicted ;  he  fell  a  victim  to  the 
disease  in  eight  days  after  be  was  seized  with  it,  to  the  infi- 
nite regret  of  every  one  who  had  witnessed  how  little  of  the 
savag^  was  found  in  his  manner,  and  how  quickly  he  was  sub- 
stituting in  its  place  a  docile,  affiible,  and  truly  amiable  de- 
portment. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Description  of  Port  Jackson—- The  Governor  makes  an  Excursion— 
fiawkesbury  River  discovered — The  Sirins  returns  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope — ^Intelligence  from  Norfolk  Island— Police  established 
— Successful  haul  of  Fish — ^Ration  of  Provisions  reduced — ^Mr  Hill 
lost — Reinforcement  sent  to  Norfolk  Island. 

The  Governolr  pronounced  i^ort  Jackson  to  be  a  harbouJV 
in  extent  and  sis(iurity>  superior  to  any  he  had  ever  seen;  and 
the  most  experienced  navigators  who  were  with  hitn  fully  con- 
curred in  that  opinion.  Froiti  Hn  entratoce  not  more  thati 
two  miles  across,  Vort  Jackson  gradually  extends  m  a  noble 
and  capacious  basoh,  haviiig  soundings  sufficient  for  the 
largest  vessels,  and  space  to  accommodate,  in  perfect  security^ 
any  nnmber  tliat  could  be  a^embled.  It  runs  chiefly  m  a 
western  Erection,  about  thirteen  miles  into  the  country,  ^nd 
contains  not  less  than  ^ti  hundred  small  covesj  formed  by  nar« 
row  necks  of  land,  whose  projections  afford  admirable  shelter 
from  all  winds.  Sydney  Cove  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the 
harbouTj  between  five  and  six  miles  fronl  th^  enti-ance.  The 
necks  of  land  that  form  the  coves  are  mostly  coveted  with  tim*- 
ber,  yet  so  rocky  that  it  is  not  easjr  to  comprehend  how  the 
trees  could  have  found  sufficient  nourishment  to  bring  them 
to  so  considerable  a  magnitnde ;  but  the  doll  between  the 
rocks  is  very  good,  and  into  those  spaces  the  principal  roots 
have  found  their  way.  The  soil  in  other  parts  of  the  coast 
immediately  about  Port  Jackscxi  is  of  various  qualities. 

There  are  few  tilings  mpre  pleasing  than  the  contemphtion 
of  order  and  useful  arrangement,  arising  gradually  out  of  tu- 
mult and  confUsion  $  atid  perhaps  this  satisfaction  cannot  any 
where  be  more  fully  enjoyed  than  where  a  settlement  of  civi- 
lized people  is  fixing  itself  upon  a  newly  discovered  or  savage 
\eoast*  The  wild  appearance  of  land  entirely  untouched  by 
cultivation,  the  close  and  perplexed  growing  of  trees^  inter* 
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rupted  now  and  then  by  barren  spots,  bare  rocks,  or  spaces 
overgrown  with  weeds,  flowers,  flowering  shrubs,  or  under- 
wood, scattered  and  intermingled  in  the  most  promiscuous 
manner,  are  the  first  objects  that  present  themselves;  after- 
wards,  the  irregular  placing  of  the  first  tents  which  are  pitch^ 
cd,  or  huts  which  are  erected  for  immediate  accommodadon, 
wherever  chance  presents  a  spot  tolerably  free  from  obstacles, 
or  more  easily  cleared  than  tlie  rest^  with  tlie  bustle  of  various 
hands  busily  employed  in  a  number  of  the  most  incongruous 
works,  increases  rather  than  diminishes  the  disofder,  and  pro- 
dujces  a  confusion  of  effect,  which  for  a  time  appears  inexftri- 
cable,  and  seems  to  threaten  aa  endless  continuance  of  per^ 
plexity.  But  by  degrees  large  spaces  are  opened,  plans  are 
formed,  lines  marked^  and  a  prospect  at  least  of  future  regu- 
larity is  cl/early  discerned^  and  is  made  the  more  striking  by 
the  recollection  of  the  former  confusion. 

Sydney  Cove  lies  open  to  the  north-east,  and  i3  continued 
in  a  south-west  direction  for  near  a  thoudaad  yards,  graduallj 
decreasing  from  the  breadth  of  about  one  thousand  four  buo<- 
dred  feet,  till  it  terminates  in  a  point,  where  it  receives  a  small 
stream  of  fresh  water.  The  anchorage  extends  about  two 
thousand  feet  up  the  cove,  and  has  soundings  in  general  of 
four  fathoms  near  the  shore,  and  five,  six,  or  seven,  nearer  the 
iniddle  of  tiie  channel.  It  is  periectly  secure  in  all  winds ; 
and  for  a  considerable  way  up  on  both  sides,  ships  can  lie  aU 
most  close  to  the  shore :  nor  are  there,  in  any  part  of  it,  rocks 
or  shallows  to  render  the  navigation  dangerous.  Such  a  situ* 
ation  could  not  fail  to  appear  desirable  to  a  discerning  man, 
whose  object  it  was  to  establish  a  settlement,  which  he  knew 
must  for  some  time  depend  for  su^K}rt  on  tl\e  iraportatkm  of 
tlie  principal  necessaries  of  life. 

On  the  6th  of  Juoe  the  Governor  set  off  with  a  party  on  a 
second  excursion  to  Broken  B^y,  in  the  hope  of  being  able, 
from  the  head  of  that  harbour,  to  reach  the  mountains  inland. 
His  Excellency  returned  to  the  settlement  on  the  evenit^  of 
the  16th,  having  discovered  a  capacious  fresh-water  river 
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emptying  itself  into  Broken  Bay,  and  extending  to  the  west* 
ward.  He  was  compelled  to  return  without  tracing  it  to  its 
soorcei  not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pnmsioDS  with 
him ;  but  immediately  made  the  necessary  preparations  for 
going  back  to  finish  his  examination  of  it;  and  set  oiBf  on  that 
design  with  an  increased  party,  and  provisions  &r  tweaty* 
one  days,  on  Monday  the  29th«  , 

On  the  ]  4th  of  July  the  Governor  returned  from  bis  second 
visit  to  the  river,  which  be  named  the  Hawkesbury,  in  honour 
of  the  noble  lord  of  that  name«  He  traced  the  river  a  consi* 
denibie  distance  toth^  westward,  »ad  was  impeded  hx  bis  far* 
ther  progress  by  a  shallow  which  he  met  with  a  short  distance 
above  the  bill  formerly  seen,  smi  then  named  by  him  Kich- 
roood  Hill,  to  the  foot  of  which  the  eourse  of  the  Hawkesbury 
conducted  him  and  his  party*  They  were  deterred  from  re^ 
maining  any  time  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river,  as  they  per- 
ceived evident  traces  of  the  freshes  having  risen  to  the  height 
of  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  They 
represented  the  windbgs  of  the  river  as  beautiful  and  pictu-» 
resque,  and  toward  Richmond  Hill  the  face  of  the  country  ap* 
peared  more  level  and  <^pen  than  in  any  other  part.  The  vast 
inundations,  which  had  left  sudb  tokens  behind  them  of  th^ 
height  to  which  they  swell  ^  river,  seemed  rath^  unfavour-* 
able  to  the  purpose  of  settling  near  the  banks,  which  other<* 
wise  would  have  been  convenient  and  desirable,  the  advan- 
tages attending  the  occupation  of  an  allotment  of  land  on  the 
margin  of  a  fresh-water  river  being  superior  to  those  of  any 
other  situation.  The  soil  oa  the  banks  of  the  river  was  judged 
to  be  light ;  what  it  was  farther  inland  could  not  be  deter- 
mined with  any  certainty,  as  the  travellers  did  not  penetrate 
to  any  distance,  except  at  Richmond  Hill,  where  the  soil  ap- 
peared to  be  less  mixed  with^sand  than  that  on  the  branches. 

The  Sirius  having  returned  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
after  an  absence  of  seven  months  and  six  days,  brought  one 
hundred  and  twen^^seven  thousand  weight  of  fiour  for  the 
settlement,  and  a  twelvemonth's  provisions  for  her  ship's 
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company;  but  this  supply  was  not  very  flattering,  as  the  short 
spac6  of  four  months,  at  a  full  ration,  would  exhaust  it.  It 
was,  however,  tery  welcome,  and  her  return  seemed  to 
have  gladdened  every  heart.  Eager  were  their  inquiries 
after  intelligence  from  that  country  from  which  they  had  now 
be^n  two  years  divided,  and  to  whose  transactions  they  had 
during  that  time  been  entire  strangers. 

Frorn^  Norfolk  Island  Lieutenant  King  wrote,  that  he  had 
cleared  seventeen  acres  of  ground  upon  the  public  account,  all 
of  which  were  either  sown  or  ready  for  sowing;  that  catciv 
pillars  had  done  much  damage  to  some  wheat  which  had  just 
come  up ;  and  that  he  was  erecting  a  store-house  capable  of 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions,  besides 
having  made  a  visible  road  from  Sydney  Bay  to  Cascade  Bay. 
The  pine  trees,  of  the  utility  of  which  such  sanguine  ho\yes 
had  been  entertained,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  large  masts 
and  yards,  being  shakey  or  rotten  at  thirty  or  forty  feet  from 
the  butt  I  the  wood  was  so  brittle  that  it  would  not  make  a 
good  oar,  and  so  porous  that  the  water  soaked  through  the 
planks  of  a  boat  which  had  been  built  of  it.  Mr  King  aka 
lamented  their  ignorance  of  the  proper  mode  of  preparing  the 
flax  plant,  which  rendered  it  useless  to  them.  He  spoke  well 
of  the  general  behaviour  of  the  subjects  of  his  little  govern- 
ment since  the  detection  of  their  late  scheme  to  overturn  it. 

From  the  frequent  commission  of  offences  in  this  settle- 
ment and  at  Rose  Hill,  a  favourable  report  could  not  be  given 
oftheconduct  of  the  convicts;  it  appeared  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  devise  some  plan  which  might  put  a  stop  to  their 
nightly  enormities;  and  the  first  attempt  toward  a  police  was 
commenced  by  establishing  a  night-watch. 

On  the  4th  of  September  the  people  belonging  to  the  Sup- 
ply had  a  very  large  haul  of  fish ;  their  seine  was  so  full,  that 
had  they  hauled  it  on  shore  it  must  have  burst ;  the  ropes 
of  it  were  therefore  made  fest  on  sh(n«,  and  the  seine 
was  suffered  to  lie  until  it  was  left  dry  by  the  tide.  The  fish 
were  brought  up  to  the  settlement  and  distributed  anK>ng  the 
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nilitarjr  and  convicts.  A  night  or  two  after  this,  a  fisUng- 
boat  caught  about  one  hundred  dozen  of  small  fish;  but  this 
was  precarious,  and,  happening  after  the  provision,  were' 
served,  no  other  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the  circum- 
stance, than  that  of  every  man's  having  a  fish  meal. 

On  the  12th,  the  butter,  which  had  been  served  at  six 
ounces  per  week  to  each  man  in  the  settlement,  being  ex- 
pended, the  like  quantity  of  sugar  was  directed  to  be  issued 
in  its  stead.  This  was  the  first  of  the  provisions  brought 
from  England  which  had  wholly  failed ;  and,  fortunately,  the 
failure  was  in  an  article  which  could  be  the  best  spared.  It 
never  had  been  very  good,  and  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  ne- 
cessary of  life. 

The  month  of  November  opened  with*  a  serious,  but  pru- 
dent and  necessary  alteration  in  the  provinons.    The  ration 
which  had  hitherto  been  issued  was,  on  the  first  of  the  month, 
reduced  to  two-thirds  of  every  species;   spirits  excepted, 
which  continued  as  usual.    This  measure  was  calculated  to 
guard  against  accidents ;  and  the  necessity  of  it  was  obvious 
to  every  one,  from  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when 
a  supply  might  arrive  fix>m  England,  and  fix>m  the  losses 
^hich  had  been  and  still  were  occasioned  by  rats.    Two  years' 
provisions  were  landed  with  them  in  the  colony :  they  had 
been  within  two  months  of  that  time  disembarked,  and  die 
public  store  had  been  aided  only  by  a  small  surplus  of  the 
provisbns  which  remained  of  what  had  been  furnished  by  the 
-contractor  for  the  passage,  and  thcf  supply  of  four  months 
-fiour  whidi  had  been  received  by  the  Sirius  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    All  this  did  not  produce  such  an  abundance  as 
would  justify  any  longer  continuance  of  the  full  ration ;  and,- 
although  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose^  as  they  bad  not  hither- 
to received  any  supplies,  that  ships  would  arrive  before  their 
pi^nt  stock  was  exhausted ;  yet,  if  the  period  of  the  distress 
sbould  ever  arrive,  the  consciousness  that  they  had  early  fore- 
seen and  strove  to  guard  against  it  would  certainly  soften  the 
bitterness  of  tlieir  reflections;  and,  guarding  dbus  against  the 
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wont,  diat  wont  providentially  nright  never  happen.  Tbe 
Governor,  whose  humanity  was  at  all  times  conspicuous,  di- 
rected that  no  alteration  should  be  made  in  tbe  ration  to  he 
ifidued  to  the  women*  They  were  ahready  upon  tHro-t)iirds  of 
the  man's  fdlowauce ;  and  many  of  them  either  had  cbildxeft 
who  could  very  well  liave  ettea  their  own  and  part  of  the  mo* 
ther's  ration,  or  tbey  had  children  at  the  breast ;  and  although 
ibsy  did  not  labour,  yet  their  appetites  wer«  never  so  delicate 
as  to  have  found  tbe  full  ration  too  much,  had  it  been  issued 
io  them.  The  ships'  eompenies  of  tbe  Siriiis  and  Supply  suf- 
fered the  flame  reduction. 

On  the  7tb,  Captain  Hooter  brought  the  Sirius  from  an 
adjoining  cove  completely  repaired,  and  in  every  respect 
fit  fcr  aea.  Previous  to  her  qukting  the  careening  cove,  Mr 
Hill,  one  of  the  nuurter's  asates,  having  had  some  business  at 
Sydney,  was  landed  on  his  wtum  early  in  the  morning  on  tho 
.oocth  shor^  opposite  Sydney  Cove,  from  which  the  walk  to 
Abe  ship  was  short;  but  he  w«s  never  afterwards  lieard  o£L 
Pftities  weue  sent  d^  after  day  in  quest  of  him.  Guns  were 
£red  from  the  Sari«is  every  four  hours^  night  aod  day,  but 
without  effect.  He  had  met  with  some  fetal  accident,  which 
deprived  a  wife  of  the  pleasurable  prospect  of  ever  seeing  him 
jetum  to  her  and  to  his  friends.  He  had  oHoe  befoie  taiaaed 
his  way;  and  it  was  reported,  when  his  loss  was  oobfirmed, 
that  he  declared  ob  the  fatal  morning,  when  stepping  out  of 
the  boat,  that  he  expected  to  lose  himself  agam  for  a  day  or 
two.  Hb  conjecture  was  more  tiian  confirmed ;  helosthimi- 
self  for  ever,  and  thus  addled  oi^  to  die  number  of  those  un^ 
foitunate  perMms  who  had  pedahed  in  the  woods  of  this 
country. 

On  tbe  11th,  tbe  Supply  saikd  ibr  N<»Mk  blmd,  having 
on  bosffd  fbufteen  asale  and  female  convkts  for  liiat  colony. 
She  waa  to  stop  at  I^nrd  Howe  Island,  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure  turtle  for  thia  settlemeet ;  a  supply  of  which,  in  its  pre- 
sent situation,  would  have  heta  welcomed,- not  as  a  luxury, 
but  as  a  necessary  of  life« 
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CHAP.  VUL 


Two  Natives  taken — Supply  returns  from  Norfolk  Island^  and  sails 
again — Prospect  from  Fishing — A  large  Detachment  sent  to  Norfolk 
Island — Scarcity  of  Provisions — Strius  lost — ^Rations  further  reduced 
— Supply  sent  to  Batavia  for  relief— Traiuactions^  in  the  Colony--* 
The  JLdidy  Juliaoa  transport  arrives  from  England— The  Guaidian 
lost— The  Justinian  arrives— Full  Ration  onkred. 


Ths  Gcyrernor,  after  the  death  of  die  native  who  iras  car* 
ried  off  by  the  siDall-pox,  never  had  lost  sight  tf  a  detemih)a«' 
tion  to  procure  another  with  die  first  favottrable  q)portttmty; 
A  boat  had  several  times  gone  down  the  harbour  for  that  par- 
pose;  but  without  succeeding,  until  die  25th  of  this  month, 
when  the  fitst  lieutenant  of  the  Sirlus,  accomjiafiied  by  the 
master,  fortunately  secured  two  natives,  both  men,  and  took 
them  up  to  the  settlement.  Being  well  known  to  the  chil- 
dren, thiougb  their  means  eveiy  assurance  was  given  them  of 
their  perfect  safely.  TTiey  were  taken  up  to  the  Governor^, 
the  place  intended  for  their  Aitmre  residence,  where  such  re^ 
straint  was  laid  upon  their  persons  as  was  judged  requisite  for 
their  security. 

The  assurances  of  safety  wluch  wei^  given  them,  and  the 
steps  which  were  taken  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  security, 
were  not  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  elder  of  the  two;  and 
he  sccredy  determined  to  take  the  first  opportunity  that  of- 
fered of  giving  his  attendants  no  farther  trouble  upon  his  ac- 
count* The  negt^;ience  of  his  keqper  very  soon  gave  him  the 
oppoitHBity  that  he  desired ;  and  he  made  liis  escape,  taking 
with  Um  into  the  woods  the  fett^  which  had  beeti  rivetted  to 
hia  legf  and  which  every  one  who  knew  the  cbrcumstance 
imagined  he  would  never  be  able  to  remove.  His*  companioa 
wouM  have  joiatd  him  in  his  flight,  but  fear  detained  him  a 
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few  miDUtes  too  late,  and  he  was  seized  while  trembliogly 
alive  to  the  joyful  pro6pect.of  escaping. 

In  the  course  of  November  the  harvest  was  got  in ;  thtf 
ground  in  cultivation  at  Rose  Hill  produced  upwards  of  two 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  about  thirty-five  bushels  of  barley, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  oats  and  Iildian  com  i  all  of  which  was 
Intended  to  be  reserved  for  seed.    At  Sydney,  the  spot  of 
ground  called  the  Governor's  Farm  had  been  sown  only  with 
barley,  and  produced  about  twenty-five  bushels. 
.    Oa  the  21st  of  December,  the  Supply  returned  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  having  been  absent  six  weeks.    Lieutenant  King 
wrote,  that  he  expected  his  harvest  would  produce  from  four 
to  six  months'  flour  for  all  his  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  a  re- 
serve of  double  seed  for  twenty  acres  of  ground.    Besides  this 
promising  appearances  he  had  ten  acres  in  cultivation,  with 
{ndian  com,  which  looked  very  well.  Early  in  January,  17^0, 
the  Supply  sailed  again  for  Norfolk  Island,  with  twenty-two 
male  and  two  female  convicts :  on  her  return  she  was  to  touch 
at  Lord  Howe  Island  to  procure  turtle^ 
.    A  sufiicient  quantity  of  fish  having  beaa  taken  in  one  night 
to  admit  the  serving  of  two  pounds  to  each  man,  woman,  and 
child,  belonging  to  tlie  settlement,  the  Governor  directed,  that 
a  boat  should  in  future  be  employed  three  tiroes  in  the  week 
to  fish  for  the  public,  and  that  the  whcde  quantity  caught 
should  be  issued  at  the  above  rate  to  every  penon  in  turn« 
This  allowance  was  ia  addition  to  the  ration  of  provisions ', 
and  was  received  with  much  satis&ction  several  times  during 
the  month. 

.  The  first  signal  from  the  flag-staff  at  the  south  head  was 
displayed  on  the  10th  of  February ;  and  though  every  imagi- 
]^ion  first  turned  to  the  expected  stranger,  yet  happening 
^.  jM^^^  ^^^  ^c  &^  which  the  Supply  was  expected  bom  Nor- 
^•-4' "  folk  Island,  conjecture  sopiQi  fixed  on  the  right  object ^  and  the 
temporary  suspence  was  put  an  end  to,  by  word  being  brought 
that  the  Suf^iy,  unable  to  get  into  P(»rt  Jackson,  had  borne 
up  for  Botany  Bay,  in  which  harbour  she  anchored  in  the 
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dusk  of  the  evening.  By  her  lieutenant  King  wrote,  that  his 
peopk  continaed  heakhy,  and  hb  settlement  went  on  well. 
The  wheat  had  turned  out  twenty  fold,  notwithstanding  it 
had  much  dry  weather.  He  stated,  that  the  convicts  under 
his  orders  had  in  general  very  good  gardens,  and  that  many  of 
them  would  have  a  very  large  produce  of  Indian  com. 

In  consequence  of  the  flourishing  state  of  Norfolk  Island^ 
the  Governor  determined  to  ease  his  settlement  during  the 
exisdng  scarcity,  by  sending  thither  a  large  detachment4  The 
month  of  February  passed  in  the  arrangements  and  prepara- 
tions requisite  on  the  occasion,  to  which  the  weather  was  ex- 
tremely unAivouraUe ;  heavy  ndns,  with  gales  of  wind,  pre- 
vailing nearly  the  whole  time.  The  rain  came  down  in  tor- 
rents, filling  up  every  trench  and  ea^ty  which  had  been  dug 
about  the  settlement,  and  causing  mudi  damage  to  die  mise- 
rable mud  tenementi  which  were  occupied  by  the  convicts ; 
yet,  bad  as  the  weather  was,  several  gardens  were  robbed,  and, 
as  at  this  time  they  abounded  with  mdons  and  pumpkins, 
these  became  the  objects  of  depredation  in  common  with 
Mher  produetkms  of  the  garden.  Great  quantities  of  the 
stock  was  also  killed,  which  die  Governor  endeavoured  to 
prevent ;  but  an  opinion  being  entertained  by  the  convicts 
that  the  owners  would  ultimately  be  deprived  of  the  benefits 
which  might  result  from  their  stock,  nearly  the  whole  was 
destroyed  in  the  course  of  a  few  nights.  A  wound  being 
thereby  given  to  the  independence  of  the  colony,  which  could 
not  easily  be  salved,  and  whose  injurious  efibcts  time  and 
much  attention  alone  could  remove. 

On  the  9d  of  March,  the  two  companies  of  marines  with 
their  officers  and  the  colours  of  the  corps  embarked  on  board 
the  Sarins  and  tfie  Supply.  With  them  also  embarked 
BCajor  Ross^  (who  was  appointed  Lieutenant-governor  of  Nor- 
folk Uand),  and  the  senior"  assistant-sui^geon  of  the  settle- 
'  ment.  On  the  day  following,  1 16  male  and  68  female  con- 
victs, with  27  children,  in  all  281  persons,  were  sent  on 
board ;  and  on  the  5th  both  the  ships  left  the  Cove. 
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With  the  fii'st  of  April  the,reduced  ration^  and  the  changir' 
in  the  working  hours,  commenced;  much  time  was  not  coiw 
sumed  at  the  store,  and  the  people  went  away  to  dress  the 
scanty  allowance  which  they  had  received.  Attention  to  re- 
ligious duties  was  never  omitted,  and  divine  service  was  per« 
formed  on  the  morning  of  Good  Friday ;.  when  the  convicts 
were  recommended  to  employ  the  remainder  of  it  in  worktog 
in  their  gardens.  But,  notwithstanding  the  evident  necessi^ 
that  exbted  for  every  man's  endeavouring  to  assist  himself 
very  few  were  observed  to  be  so  profitably  occupied. 

At  this  time  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Island,  with 
an  account  of  a  disaster  which  depressed  even  the  unthinking 
pact  of  the  inhabitants,  and  occasioned  universal  dismay.  A 
load  of  accumulated  evils  seemed  bursting  upon  their  heads. 
The  ships  that  bad  so  long  been  expected  with  supplies  were 
still  anxiously  looked  for>  and  the  Sinus,  which  Was  to  have 
gone  in  quest  of  relief  to  their  distresses,  was  lost  upon  the 
reef  at  Norfolk  Island,  on  the  19th  of  the  preceding  month* 
The  general  melancholy  which  prevailed  in  the  setdement 
when  the  above  unwelcome  intelligence  was  made  public^ 
need  not  be  described ;  and  when  the  Supply  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  the  cove  every  one  looked  up  to  her  as  to  their  only 
remaining  hope. 

In  this  exigency,  the  Governor  thought  it  necessary  to  as^ 
semble  all  the  officers  of  the  settlement,  civil  and  military,  io 
determine  on  what  measures  were  necessary  to  be  adopted. 
At  this  meeting,  when  the  situation  of  the  colony  was  tho* 
roughly  weighed  and  placed  in  every  point  of  view,  it  was  de* 
termined  to  reduce  still  lower  what  was  already  too  low;  the 
ration  was  to  be  no  more  than  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  flour, 
two  pounds  of  pork,  one  pint  of  peas,  and  one  pQund  of  rice, 
for  each  person  for  seven  days.  Was  this  a  ration  #9r  a  la- 
bouring man  ?  The  two  pounds  of  pork,,  when  boiledl,  froKB 
the  lei^^  of  time  that  it  had  been  in  store,  shrunk  away  to 
nearly  nothing ;  and,  when  divided,  barely  afforded  ifaree  oc 
four  morsels. 
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*Tbe  Governor,  from  a  motive  that  lUd  hira  Immortal  ho- 
nour, in  dus  season  of  general  distress,  gave  up  three  hundred 
'vreight  of  flour  which  was  his  Excellency's  private  preiperty ; 
declaring,  that  he  wished  not  to  see  any  more  at  his  table 
than  the  ration  which  was  received  in  common  from  the  pub- 
fie  store,  without  any  distinction  of  persons.    Tie  also  cm- 
ployed  all  the  boats  in  fishing,  and  sevenLl  people  to  kill  for 
die  public  such  animals  as  the  country  affi>rded.    But  little 
advantage  was  derived  from  either  of  these  schemes;  and  as 
the  necessity  for  procuring  relief  became  every  day  more 
pressing,  the  <]iovemor  determined  on  sending  the  Supply 
armed  tender  to  Batavia ;  and,  as  her  commander  was  most 
scealously  active  in  his  preparations  for  the  voyage,  she  was 
soon  ready  for  sea.      Her  tonnage,  however,  was  trifling, 
when  compared  mth  their  necessities.    Lieutenant  Bait  was 
therefore  directed  to  procure  a  supply  of  eight  months'  provi- 
sions  lor  himself,  and  to  hire  a  vessel  and  purchase  200,000 
pounds  of  flour,  80,000  pounds  of  beef,  60,000  pounds  of 
pork,  and  70,000  pounds  of  rice ;  together  with  some  neces- 
saries for  the  hospital. 

On  the  17th  of  April  the  Supply  sailed,  having  on  board 
Ideotenant  King,  the  late  commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  who 
was  charged  with  the  Governor's  dispatches  for  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Mr  Miller,  the  late  Comonssary,  whose  ill  state 
of  health  obliged  him  to  quit  the  country.  Mr  Palmer,  the 
purser  of  the  Sirius,  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

It  was  naturally  expected  that  the  miserable  allowance 
which  was  issued  would  affect  the  healths  of  the  labouring 
convicts.  A  circumstanced  occurred  in  the  month  of  May 
which  seemed  to  &vour  this  idea ;  an  elderly  man  dropped 
down  at  the  store.  Fainting  with  hunger,  and  unable  through 
age  to  liold  up  any  longer,  he  was  carried  to  the  hospital, 
where  lie  died  the  next  morning.  On  being  opened,  his  sto- 
mach was  found  quite  empty. 

The  native  ^ho  had  been  taken  in  November  convinced 
Us  ciq[>tois  how  far  before  €very  other  consideration  he  deem- 
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ed  the  po6sesskm  of  his  tiberty^  by  very  artfully  fAedag  Us 
escape  from  the  GoverncNr's  house,  where  he  had  been  tteatod 
with  every  iDdiilgence,  aad  had  eiiyoyed  every  comfort  whifih 
it  was  in  his  ExceUency*s  power  to  give  hiiiK  He  managed 
his  escape  so  ingeniously,  that  it  was  not  sospeoted  until  he 
had  coa^Aetti  it,  and  aU  search  was  rendered  fruHlae*  Hie 
boy  and  the  gu-l  appeared  to  leinaia  perfectly  contented  anong 
then^  but  declared  that  they  knew  liieir  countryman  wooU 
never  return. 

On  June  8d,  about  half  past  three  in  the  aAemoon,  to  the 
inexpressible  eatisfaotion  of  ev^y  heart  in  the  settlnment,  the 
long-looked«for  signal  was  tnade  for  a  ship  at  the  $0ttth  Head. 
Every  countenance  was  instantly  cheered,  and  wore  the  lively 
expressions  e(  eagerness,  joy,  and  anxiety  ^  the  whole  settle- 
ment was  in  motion  and  eonfusiM.  NotwisfastM^^  it 
blew  vef)r  strong  at  the  time,  the  Govemcnr's  secretaryy  ac« 
eompanied  by  two  otlier  gendeman,  immediBtely  went  ol^ 
and  at  some  risk  (fof  a  heavy  sea  was  rmniag  in  the  haitxmr's 
mouth)  reached  the  Aip  for  whidi  the  signal  had  be^  fiiade 
just  in  time  to  give  directions  which  placed  bee  in«aafety  in 
SfMing  Cove.  She  proved  to  be  tbe  Lady  JulfaRia  traniport 
from  Lond(»i,  last  from  Plymouth;  fiom  which  latter  |»laee 
they  learned,  widi  n»  saaall  degree  of  wolkder  and  moif^fiea* 
tkm,  that  ahe  sa^ed  on  ^  .2Mi  of  Juty  (ftiUien  months  he* 
fove)  widi  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  female  eonvieta  imi 
board. 

They  had  hmg  cenjetturedi  that  the  no»4»ival  of  anpfdies 
most  be  owing  either  to  Occident  or  dfeli^  in  Ae  vcy^e^  gnd 
•not  to  any  baekwMPdaess  on  4he  part  of  goveminentw -send- 
ing them  out.  They  now  found  that  their  dis^^ntment 
was  to  be  ascfibed  to  both  mi^rtune  amd  Muf,  Hie  Lmdf 
JuUana,  it  has  been  seen,  sailed  in  July,  and  m  the  month  of 
September  fcdlowing  bi$  Majesty's  ship  Gaandim,  oflbftjr- 
four  guns,  commanded  by  Ldcutenaat  Edward  Rio«»  aafled 
from  England,  having  on  board  (with  what  was  in  the  iiady 
Juliana) two  yemrs'  provisinns  for  the  settlelftent;  «  win^ir  ^^ 
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clodiiQg  lor  the  iiuuiD«6;  together  with  a  large  4|uaad(jof 
bhinketsaBd  bedding  for  the.hosjphal^  and  a  Iw^wiffly^ 
uunade  dotbiQg  for  the  ooBvicts}  with  an  aiaple  asaortuoot 
of  took  aod  unfJemeAts  of  agriettkure.  M  the  Cape  of  (jkood 
Hope  Lieutenaot  Rioft  look  on  board  a  %UftQtity  of  stock  ftMr 
the  .Mttl^nenl^  and  coinpleted  a  ^purden  which  had  beea 
pvepared  wider  the  imnediate  iaqpectioa  of  Sir  Joseph  Baidaiy 
and  in  whioh  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  finest 
frwt  trees,  aeveial  of  then  bearing  fiicit.  l^re  was  scarcely 
an  officer  in  <fae  ccdony  that  had  not  his  share  of  private  pro^ 
pejc^  emhedued  on  board  of  this  ^riohlysfreighted  ship^ 

But  how  painful  was  it  to  the  starving  settlers  to  leans 
that  on.  ikt^  23d  daif  cf  Seoeaibcr  preoediqg,  the  Gqiur- 
dian  stmck  i^gianstaa  idand  of  ice  a  ktknde  45  dig.  44 
nia.  south*  and' longitnde  41  4eg*  dO  sain.  ea«t»  whemby 
ahe  received  so  snirdi  iquiry,  -that  Ueateaant  Blaiui  was.-ocm- 
pellfld»  in  order  to  save.her  fifow  instantly  siakki^  to.tlpew 
4werboiiid:  the  tgraatest  part  of  her  ^^ahaable  gaiiCo^  tMhon  the 
{Miblic  and  psivate  account. 

.Wtieik  lie^  £4g&r  with  the  J|Uiami»  arrived  at tbeC^pt^lie 
fonnd  tM  Qttard^4y^  tberi^  Lieai^  Rjw  baaipgjnstsafe^ 
n|gaiB<4tbat#i>vt»;frM]  whioh  he  had  sailed  but  a  /$hqrtitiine 
kefef0,  with  every  ilk.  jNTOspect  of  ^peediiy  <tfnd  h^|^  eser 
40ttting  the  ocd^fB  with  wiii&h  he  wasentrastediandofooii- 
vtfiag  td  theoolanytheassista^Kse^rf  ^ich  it  stood  so  ^iidi 
wjtieeid.  Unhc^ily  for  theni,  ahe  was  now  lyijig  a'wrnok, 
4fvMi  difl&ciilty»  and  at  an  imwenfieeacpeaei^fireserved  from 
'ainMii^^ft  her  anehors. 

'Onc'^tbudof  ibe'a^res  and  iprovisbnt  intended  fer  the  otn 
lifay  w«se  put  on  -board  dbe  tmB^mrU  the  osolaiMiig  two- 
thirds  were  on  board  the  Guardian.  In  addition  to  the  above 
•distressiiig  oircunistance^  A^  Id^ned  ^lat  one  Aonsand  eon- 
.¥kts  were  to  sail  at  4he,  latter  endof  the  ketyear»  The  jfk^y 
whkih  Jiad  been  diffused  hy  tife  aivital  "of  the  traospont  wras 
oonsidoahly  <dieok0d  Ity'the  vaiiefy  of  mtopkasaat  aDdva* 
'Keleeiiieii^eUi^g^Me  wMoh«Ae  oonaeped. 
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On  the  Gth)  preparations  were  made  for  landing  the  con* 
TictB  from  the  Lady  Juliana ;  bat  in  the  distressed  situation 
of  the  colony,  it  was  not  a  little  mortifying  to  find  on  board 
the  first  ship  that  arrived,  a  cai^go  so  unnecessaiy  and  unpro- 
fitable as  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  females,  instead  of  a 
cargo  of  provisbns;  the  most  of  them,  however,  appeared  in 
good  health,  and  to  have  been  well  treated  during  their  lon^ 
passage.  The  supply  of  provisions  on  board  her  was  so  in- 
considerable  as  to  permit  only  an  addition  of  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  flour  being  made  in  the  weekly  ration.  Had  the  Guar- 
dian arrived,  probably  the  settlement  would  never  more  have 
experienced  want. 

When  the  women  landed  on  the  11th,  many  of  them  ap* 
peared  to  be  loaded  with  the  infirmities  incident  to  old  age» 
and  to  be  very  improper  subjects  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  an 
infimt  colony.  Ii»tead  of  being  capable  of  lsAx>ur,  they  seem- 
ed to  require  attendance  themselves,  and  were  never  likely  to 
be  any  other  than  a  burthen  to  the  settlement,  which  must 
sensibly  feel  the  hardship  of  having  to  support  by  the  labour 
of  those  who  could  toil,,  and  who  at  the  best  were  bat  few,  a 
description  of  people  utterly  incapable  of  using  ezertkm  to- 
ward dieir  own  maintenance*  Much  of  the  flour,  when  dis- 
embaricedf  was  found  total^  destroyed,  which  was  considered, 
in  Ae  present  situation  of  Ae  cobny,  a  serious  loss.  On  the 
20th,  however,  the  cokmy  was  restored  to  comfort,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Justinian  storeship,  from  England,  after  a  short 
passage  of  only  five  months,  by  which  they  learned  that  three 
transports  might  be  hourly  expected,  having  on  board  the 
thousand  convicts  of  vriiom  they  had  before  heard,  together 
with  detachments  of  a  corps  raised  for  the  service  of  this 
country. 

'  On  the  day  following  the  arrival  of  the  Justinian,  every 
thing  seemed  getting  into  its  former  train ;  the  foil  ration  was 
ordered  to  be  issued ;  instead  of  daily,  it  was  to  be  served 
weekly  asformeriy;  andtfaedrum  for  labour  was  to  beat  as 
umal  in  the  aftemooos  at  one  o'dodc    How  general' was  the 
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wish  that  no  future  necessity  might  eiwr  occasion  another  re^ 
ductioQ  of  the  xationy  or  an  alteration  in  the  labour  of  the 
people  1 

Adiop  was  opened  on  shore  by  the  master  of  this  ship  at  a 
hut  lately  oecujaed  as  a  bakehouse  for  the  Sujqply,  for  the  safe 
of  some  articles  of  grocery,  glass,  millineiy^  perfumery,  and 
^tationaiy;  but  the  risk  of  bringing  them  ont  Iiavii^been 
most  injudiciously  estimated  too  highly,  as  was  evident  tern 
the  increase  on  the  first  cost,  which  could  not  be  disguised^ 
they  did  not,  go  off  so  quickly  as  the  owners  supposed  they 
would. 


CHAR  DL 

Three  Transportii  arriv^—Uonrid  Stste  of  the  Transpons  on  Board— 
Mortality  and  Number  of  Sick— A  P^  sent  to  Rose  Hill— Gzanto 
of  Land — The  Governor  wounded  by  a  Native — Intercourse  opened 
ivith  the  Natives— Convicts  abscond  with  a  boat— Visit  from  the 
Natives — Supply  returns  from  fiatavia— Differences  with  the  Na- 
tives. 

Earlt  on  the  moming  of  the  SSd,  a  sail  to  the  northward 
was  diseemed  from  ike  look-out;  but  the  weather  coming  on 
thick,  it  was  soon  lost  sight  of.  The  bad  weather  continuing^ 
it  was  not  seen  again  until  the  25th,  when  word  was  earned  to 
the  settlement,  that  a  large  ship,  apparently  under  jury-masts, 
was  seen  in  the  offing;  and,  on  the  following  day,  the  Surprise 
transport  anchored  in  the  cove  from  England,  having  on 
board,  including  officers  and  men,  thirty  of  the  New  South 
Wales  corps ;  together  with  two  htmdred  and  eighteen  con- 
Ticts.  She  sailed  on  the  19th  of  January  from  Portsmouth,  in 
company  with  two  other  transports,  with  whom  she  parted 
between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Port  Jackson. 

They  had  the  mortification  to  leana,  that  the  prisoners  in 
tins  ship  were  very  unhealthy,  upwards  of  one  hundred  being 
at  that  time  on  the  sick  list  on  board.    They  had  been  very 
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sickly  Ao  Amng  Ae  passRge,  mA  had  buried  fortjMvfo  of 
tiiese  uttfertwmte  peofite.  A  portable  lioBpHal  had  most  fer- 
tanately  been  received  by  the  Jusdniaii}  and  there  bow  ap- 
peared but  too  great  a  probabilky  that  ihey  aoon  wouM  have 
patients  enough  to  fill  k  |  for  the  s^nal  was  fljring  at  the 
South  head  for  the  other  tfaiwports,  and  they  were  expected 
to  be  in  as  unhealthy  a  state  as  that  whkh  had  just  arrired. 

On  the  ereiiifig  of  the  26th  the  Neptune  and  Scaffborough 
transports  anchored  off  Garden  Island,  and  were  warped  into 
the  Cove  on  the  following  morning.  Nor  were  they  mistaken 
in  their  fears  of  the  state  in  which  they  might  arrive,  as  by 
noon  the  following  day,  two  hundred  sick  had  been  landed 
from  the  difierent  transports.  The  west  side  afforded  a  scene 
truly  distressing  aud  miserable ;  upwards  of  thirty  tents  were 
pitched  in  front  of  the  hospital  (the  portable  one  not  being  yet 
put  up) ;  aB  of  which,  as  weH  as  the  adjacent  huts,  were  Sled 
with  people,  many  of  whom  were  labouring  under  the  corh 
plicated  diseases  of  scurvy  and  the  dysentery,  and  others  in 
the  last  stage  of  either  of  those  terrible  disorders,  or  yielding 
to  the  attacks  of  an  infectious  fever. 

The  appearance  of  those  who  did  not  require  medical  assis* 
tance  was  lean  and  emaciated.  Sereial  of  these  miserable 
people  died  in  the  hoots  as  they  were  vowing  oa  shove,  or  on 
the  whaff  as  they  were  lifted  out  of  the  boats  $  both  the  living 
and  the  dead  exhibited  more  honid  spectacles  than  had  ever 
been  witnessed  in  diat  oomitry.  All  this  was  to  be  attributed 
to-coosfinement,  and  of  the  wont  species,  confinement  in  a 
small  space,  and  in  irons,  not  put  on  singly,  but  many  of 
diem  chaineditogether.  On  board  the  Scarborough  a  plan 
had  been  farmed  to  take  the  ship,  which  would  certainly  have 
been  attempted,  but  for  a  discovery  which  was  fortunately 
made  by  one  of  \he  convicts  who  had  too  much  principle  to 
enter  into  it.  This  necessarily,  on  board  duU  ship,  occasion-- 
ed  much  future  drcumspection ;  but  Captain  Marshairs 
humanity  considenddy  lessened  the  severity  which  the  insur- 
gents might  natumlly  have  expected.    On  board  the  otlier 
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ships,  the  masters,  who  had  the  entire  direction  of  the  pri- 
soners, never  suffered  them  to  be  at  large  on  deck,  and  but  few 
at  a  time  were  permitted  there.  This  consequently  gave 
birth  to  many  diseases.  Jt  was  said  that  on  board  the  Nep* 
tune  several  had  died  in  irons ;  and  what  added  to  the  horror 
of  such  a  circumstance  was,  that  their  deaths  were  concealed, 
for  the  purpose  of  sharing  their  allowance  of  provisions,  until 
chance,  and  tbe  offensiveness  of  a  corpse,  directed  the  sur- 
geon, or  some  one  who  had  authority  in  the  ship,  to  the  spot 
where  it  lay. 

A  contract  had  been  entered  into  by  government  with 
Messrs  Calvert,  Camden,  and  King,  merchants,  of  London, 
for  the  transporting  of  one  thousand  convicts,  and  govern- 
ment engaged  to  pay  17/-  7s*  6d.  per  head  for  every  convict 
they  embarked.  Tliis  sum  being  as  well  for  their  provisions 
as  for  their  transportaticm,  no  interest  for  their  preservation 
was  created  in  the  owners,  and  the  dead  were  more  profitable 
(if  profit  alone  was  consulted  by  them,  and  the  credit  of  their 
house  was  not  at  stake)  than  the  living. 

The  total  number  of  sick  on  the  last  day  of  June  was  three 
hundred  and  forty-nine.  The  melancholy  which  closed  this 
month  appeared  unchanged  in  the  beginning  of  July.  The 
morning  generally  opened  with  depositing  in  the  burying- 
ground  the  miserable  victims  of  the  night.  Every  exertion 
was  made  to  get  up  the  portable  hospital ;  but,  notwithstatid- 
ing  they  had  been  assured  that  it  had  been  put  up  in  London 
In  a  very  few  hours,  they  could  not  complete  it  until  the  7  th, 
when  it  was  instantly  filled  with  patients.  On  the  13th, 
there  were  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  persons  under  me- 
dical treatment,  at  and  about  the  hospital— -a dreadful  sick 
list! 

Such  of  the  convicts  from  the  ships  as  were  in  a  tolerahic 
btate  of  health  were  sent  to  Rose  Hill,  to  be  employed  in  agri- 
cultural and  other  labour.  A  subaltern's  detachment'  from 
the  New  South  Wales  corps  was  at  the  same  time  sent  thori^ 
to  assist  tbe  marine  corps  in  performing  the  military  duty. 

H 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


58  HISTORY  OF 

There  also  die  Governor  in  the  course  of  the  month  laid 
down  the  lines  for  a  regular  town.  Tlie  principal  street  was 
marked  out  to  extend  one  mile,  commencing  near  the  landing* 
place^  and  running  in  a  direction  west,  to  the  foot  of  the  rising 
ground  named  Rose  Hill,  on  which  his  Excellency  puiposed 
to  erect  a  small  house  for  his  own  residence  whenever  he 
should  visit  that  settlement.  On  each  side  of  this  street, 
whose  width  was  to  be  two  hundred  and  five  feet^  huts  were 
to  be  erected  capable  of  containing  ten  persons  each^  and  at 
the  distance  of  sixty  feet  from  each  other ;  and  garden  ground 
for  each  hut  was  allotted  in  the  rear.  As  the  huts  were  to  be 
built  of  such  combustible  materials  as  wattles  and  plaster,, 
and  to  be  covered  with  thatch,  the  width  of  the  street,  and 
the  distance  that  they  were  placed  from  each  other,  operated 
as  an  useful  precaution  against  fire ;  and  by  beginning  on  so 
wide  a  scale  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  at  some  future  day 
would  possess  their  own  accommodations  and  comforts  more 
readily,  each  upon  his  own  allotment,  than  if  crowded  into  a 
smaller  space. 

The  Governor  had  by  these  ships  dispatches  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  containing,  among  other  articles  of  informa- 
tion, instructions  respecting  the  granting  of  lands,  and  the  al- 
loting  of  ground  in  townships.  Soon  after  their  arrival  it  was 
declared  in  public  orders  :— 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  assurances  that  were  given 
to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
detachment  of  marines,  on  then:  embarking  for  New  Soutli> 
Wales  (that  such  of  them  as  should  behave  well  should  be 
allowed  to  quit  the  service  on  then:  return  to  England,  or  be 
discharged  abroad  upon  the  relief,  and  permitted  to  settle  in 
that  country),  his  Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  di- 
rect the  following  terms  to  be  Iield  out  as  an  encouragement  to 
such  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men  of  the  ma- 
rines as  might  be  desirous  of  becoming  settlers  either  at  Port 
Jackson,  or  in  any  of  the  islands  comprized  within  the  go- 
vernment of  the  continent  of  New  South  Wales,  on  the  arri- 
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•val  of  tlie  corps  raised  and  intended  for  the  service  of  that 
•country,  and  for  their  relief,  viz. 

To  every  non-commissioned  officer,  an  allotment  of  one 
•hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  if  single;  and  one  -hundred 
and  fifty,  if  married. 

To  every  private  man,  eighty  acres  of  land,  if  single,  one 
iiundred,  if  married ;  and  ten  acres  of  land  for  each  child  at 
the  time  of  granting  the  allotment-;  free  of  all  taxes,  quit- 
rents,  and  other  acknowledgments,  for  the  term  of  five  years ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  terra  to  be  liable  to  an  annual  quit- 
rent  of  one  shilling  for  every  fifty  acres. 

As  a  further  acknowledgment,  a  bounty  was  offered  of  three 
pounds  per  man  to  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate roan  who  would  enlist  in  the  new  corps,  (to  form  a  com- 
pany to  be  dlicered  from  the  marines) ;  and  an  allotment  of 
double  the  above  proportion  of  land,  if  they  behaved  well  for 
five  years,  to  be  granted  them  at  the  expiration  of  that  time ; 
the  said  allotments  not  to  be  subject  to  any  tax  for  ten  years. 

And  at  their  discharge,  at  either  of  the  above  periods,  they 
were  to  be  supplied  with  clothing  and  one  year's  provisions, 
with  seed-grain,  tools,  and  implements  of  agriculture.  The 
seiVice  of  a  certain  number  of  convicts  was  to  be  assigned  to 
them  for  their  labour  when  they  could  make  it  appear  that 
they  could  feed  and -clothe  fhem.  In  these  instructions  no 
mention  was  made  of  granting  lands  to  officers ;  and  to  other 
persons  who  might  emigrate  and  he  desirbus  of  settling  in 
this  country,  no  greater  proportion  of  land  was  to  be  allotted 
than  what  was  to  be  granted  to  a  non-commissioned  officer  of 
the  marines. 

Government,  between  every  allotment,  reser\'ed  to  itself  a 
space  equal  to  the  largest  grant,  but  leased  only  to  individuals 
for  the  term  of  fourteen  years. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  church,  by  allotting  in  each 
township,  which  should  be  marked  out,  four  hundred  acres  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  minister;  and  half  of  that  number  was 
to  be  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  a  school-master.    If  the 
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aUotment  should  happen  to  be  made  on  the  banks  of  any  na- 
vigable river,  care  was  to  be  taken  that  the  breadth  c^  each 
track  did  not  extend  along  the  banks  more  than  one-third  of 
the  length  of  such  track,  in  order  that  no  settler  should  en- 
gross more  than  his  proportion  of  the  benefit  which  would 
accrue  from  such  a  situation.  And  it  was  directed,  that  the 
good  and  the  bad  land  should  be  as  equally  divided  as  oir« 
cumstances  would  allow.  The  original  instructions  (under 
which  each  male  convict  emancipated  or  discharged,  if  singtej 
was  to  have  thirty,  if  married,  fifty,  and  ten  acres  for  every 
child  that  he  might  have  at  the  time  of  settling,)  remained  in 
force. 

The  particular  conditions  required  by  the  crown  from  a  set* 
tier  were,  the  residing  upon  the  ground,  jHv>ceeding  to  tfa« 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  allotment,  and  reserving 
such  of  the  timber  thereof  as  might  *be  fit  for  naval  purposes 
for  the  use  of  his  Majesty. 

The  Surprise  sailed  on  the  1st  of  August,  with  the  neces- 
sary supplied,  for  Norfolk  Island,  having  on  board  ^  male 
and  150  female  convicts,  with  two  supeiintendants,  a  deputy 
commissar}',  and  an  assistant-surgeon ;  and  in  a  few  days  both 
the  Scarborough  and  Neptune  sailed  for  China. 

It  having  been  found  that  the  arms  and  ammunition  which 
were  entrusted  to  the  convicts  residing  at  the  distant  farms 
for  their  protection  against  the  natives,  were  made  a  very  dif- 
ferent use  of,  an  order  was  given,  recalling  themi  and  prohi- 
biting any  convicts  from  going  out  with  arms,  except  those 
who  were  licensed  game-killers. 

The  clergyman  complaining  of  non-attendance  at  divine 
service^  which,  it  must  be  observed,  was  generally  performed 
in  the  open  air,  alike  unsheltered  fiora  wind  and  rain,  as  firom 
the  fervour  of  the  summer's  sun,  it  was  ordered  that  three 
pounds  of  fiour  should  be  deducted  from  the  ration  of  each 
overseer,  and  two  pounds  from  that  of  each  labouring  convict^ 
who  should  not  attend  prayers  once  on  each  Sunday,  unless 
some  reasonable  excuse  for  their  absence  should  be  assigned^ 
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Coranor  ftillip,  who  had  uniformly  directied  tyerj  under- 
tduQgin  pemon  sioce  tbelbniwtioiiof  the  colony,  iventdowa 
ia  the  nQorninsof  die  7th  of  Septemher,  to  the  South  Headt 
acoompAnied  by  two  oflkers,  to  give  eome  iostmetions  to  thft 
people  employed  io  erecting  a  oolujOD  at  that  plaoe.  As  he 
WHS  retarning  to  the  settlement,  he  received  inforniatk>o,  by 
m  boat  which  had  landed  some  gentlemen  in  the  lower  part  of 
Ae  harbour,  who  were  going  on  an  excursion  to  Broken  Bay, 
that  Bennillopg^  the  native  who  escaped  in  May»  had  be^ 
^ecn  there  among  many  others  of  his  countrymen  thut  had  as*- 
semUed  to  feast  upon  a  whale,  which  after  beuy  attai^ked  by 
ourpeopleiu the  haibour,  and  ovfartuming  a  boa^  wjberebj 
thfee  lives  were  lost,  had  got  on  sbose  in  Manly  Bay.  Anx* 
toustoaeehi«i«gaiii»the  Cvovemori  after  tiddng  some  arms 
from  the  party  at  the  lioek-out,  weatdown  and  landed  at  the 
place  where  the  whale  was  lying.  Here  he  not  only  saw 
BeoniUong,  but  Cole-be  also,  who  had  made  bis  esaipe  from 
the  Governor's  house  a  few  daya  after  his  capture.  At  fil9t 
bis  Eiccellency  trusted  himself  alone  with  these  pec^k }  but 
the  few  months  that  BenniUoog  had  been  away  so  altered  his 
person,  thai  the  Governor,  until  joined  I9  his  companions,  did 
not  perfectly  recollect  his  <4d  acquaintance.  This  native  bad 
been  always  much  attached  to  Captain  Collins^  one  q(  the 
gentlemen  then  with  the  Governor,  and  testified  wilh  much 
waimth  his  mtisfactlon  at  seeing  bun  i^gain.  Several  aitklcn 
0f  wearing  apparel  were  given  to  him  and  his  companions 
(taken  (ot  that  purpose  from  the  people  in  the  boat,  but  who, 
all  but  one  man, remained  ontheiroars  to  be  ready  incase  of 
any  accident) ;  and  a  promise  was  exacted  from  his  Excels 
lency  by  BenniUoi^  to  return  in  two  days  with  more^  and  also 
with  some  hatchets  or  tomahnwks.  llie  cove  was  full  of 
nsfdves,  allured  by  the  ^attractions  of  a  whale^feast;  and  it 
being  remarked,  during  tlie  conference,  that  twenty  or  thirty 
of  them  were  dmwiog  into  a  circle  pound  the  Governor 
and  his  finends,  {who  had  most  inexcumbly  exposed  them*- 
selves),  the  Governor  proposed  retiring  to  the  boat  by  de<* 
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grees;  but  Bennillong,  who  had  presented  to  him  several  na- 
tives  by  name,  pointed  out  one,  whom  the  Governor,  thkiking 
to  take  particular  notice  of,  ste{^d  forward  to  meet,  holding 
out  both  Iiis  hands  towards  Iiim.  The  savage  not  understand- 
ing diis  «civility,  and  perhaps  thinking  that  he  was  going  to 
seize  him  as  a  prisoner,  lifted  a  spear  fix>m  the  grass  with  his 
foot,  add,  fixing  it  on  his  throwing-stick,  in  an  instant  darted 
it  at  the  Governor.  The  spear  entered  a  little  above  the  cdl- 
lar-bone,  and  had  been  discharged  with  such  force  that  the 
barb  of  it  came  through  on  the  other  side.  Several  other 
spears  were  thrown,  but  happily  no  further  mischief  was  ef- 
fected. Tlie  spear  was  with  diiBcuky  broken  by  one  of  the 
gentlemen  present;  and  while  the  Governor  was  walking 
down  to  the  boat  the  people  landed  with  the  arms ;  but  of  four 
muskets  which  th^  brought  on  siicwe  one  only  could  be 
fired. 

Hiis  accident  gave  cause  to  the  <qpemng  of  a  communica- 
tion between  the  natives  and  the  settlement ;  which,  although 
attended  with  such  an  unpromising  beginning,  it  was  hoped 
would  be  followed  widi  good  consequences. 

A  few  days  after  the  accident,  BenniUong,  who  certainly 
had  not  any  culpable  share  in  the  transaction,  came  with  his 
wife  and  aome  of  his  cMipanions  to  a  cove  on  the  north  shore 
not  far  fibm  the  setttemPent ;  where,  by  means  of  Boo-roong, 
the  female  who  lived  in  the  clergyman's  hous^  an  interview 
was  eififected  betweeh  the  natives  and  some  officers,  who,  at 
considerable  personal  risk,  went  over  with  her. 

At  this  time  the  name  of  the  man  who  wounded  the  Gover- 
ner  was  first  known  to  be  Wil-le-me-ring ;  and  BenniUong 
made  many  attempts  to  fix  a  belief  that  he  had  beaten  him 
severely  for  the  aggression.  BenniUong  declared,  that  he 
would  wait  in  that  situation  for  some  days,  and  hoped  that  the 
Governor  would  be  able,  before  the  expiration  of  them,  to 
visit  him.  On  the  tenth  day  after  he  had  received  the  wound, 
his  Excellency  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  go.  to  the  place,  ae* 
companied  by  several  ofiicers,  all  armed.    Here  he  saw  Ben« 
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Billang  aad  his  companioiis.  BennilkHig  repeated  the  assu- 
rances of  his  having,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Cole-be, 
severely,  beaten  Wit-le-me-ring,  and  added,  that  his  throwing 
tlie  spear  at  the  Goyemor  was  entirely  the  effect  of  his  fears, 
and  done  from  the  impulse  of  self-preservation. 

In  the  night  of  the  26th9  a  desertion  of  an  extraordmary 
nature  took  place.  Five  male  convicts  conveyed  themselves^ 
in  a  small  boat  called  a  punt,  from  Rose  Hill,  undiscovered. 
They  here  exchanged  the  punt  for  a  boat,  though  very  small 
and  weak,  with  a  mast  and  sail,  with  which  they  got  out  of 
the  harbour.  On  sending  to  Rose  Hill,  people  were  found 
who  could  .give  an  account  of  their  intentions  and  proceed- 
ings, and  who  knew  that  they  purposed  steering  for  Otaheite, 
having  each  taken  provisions  for  one  week,  their  clothes  and 
bedding,  three  iron  pots,  and  some  other  utensils  of  that  na- 
ture. They  had  all  come  out  in  the  last  fleet,  and  took  this 
method  of  speedily  accomplishing  their  sentences  of  trans- 
portatbn,  which  were  for  the  term  of  their  natural  lives.  A 
boat  was  sent  in  search,  but  returned  without  discovering  the 
least  trace  of  them.  They,  no  doubt,  had  pushed  directly 
out  upon  that  ocean  which,  from  the  wretched  state  of  the 
boat  wherein  they  trusted  themselves,  must  have  proved  their 
grave, 

Bennillong,  after  appointing  several  days  to  visit  the  Go- 
vernor, at  last  made  his  appearance,  attended  by  three  of  his 
companions.  The  welcome  reception  which  they  met  with 
from  every  one  who  saw  them,  inspired  the  strangers  with 
such  a  confidence  in  their  entertainers,  that  the  visit  was  soon 
repeated;  find  at  length  Bennillong  solicited  the  Governor  to 
build  liim  a  hut  at  the  end  of  the  eastern  point  of  the  cove. 
This  the  Governor,  who  was  very  desirous  of  preserving  the 
friendly  intercourse  which  now  subsisted,  readily  promised, 
and  gave  the  necessary  directions  for  its  being  built. 

While  they  were  thus  amusing  themselves  with  these  chil- 
dren of  ignorance,  the  signal  for  a  sail  was  made  at  the  South 
head ;  and  shortly  after  the  Supply  anchored  in  the  cove  from 
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BataTiay  having  been  absent  from  die  settlement  six  montlis 
and  two  days.  Lieutenant  Ball  had  arrived  at  Batavia  on  the 
6tb  of  July,  where  he  hired  a  vessel,  a  Dutch  snow,  which 
was  to  sail  shortly  after  him  with  the  provisions  that  he  had 
purchased  for  the  colony.  While  the  Supply  lay  at  Batavia 
the  season  was  more  unhealthy  than  had  ever  been  known 
before;  every  hospital  was  full,  and  several  hundreds  of  the 
inhabitants  had  died.  Lieutenant  Ball,  at  this  grave  of  Euro- 
peans, buried  his  lieutenant,  his  gunner,  and  several  of  ius 
seamen.  He  had  tried  for  some  days  to  touch  at  Norfolk 
Island,  but  ineffectually,  being  prevented  by  an  easterly  wind. 
By  the  return  of  this  vessel  several  comforts  were  introduced 
into  the  settlement;  her  commander  having  paid  the  kindest 
attention  to  the  wants  of  the  officers  by  procuring  their  re** 
spective  investments.  After  much  delay  and  difficulty,  lieut. 
Ball  was  only  able  to  purchase  2021  pounds  of  flour,  which, 
exclusive  of  the  freight,  cost  10|d.  per  pound.  He  also 
bought  200,000  pounds  of  rice,  with  some  salt  provisions ; 
the  whole  cargo  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  ^£^11,688. 

A  small  boat  which  had  been  sent  out  with  a  seine  was  lost 
somewhere  about  the  Middle  Head.  She  had  five  convicts 
in  her;  and  from  the  reports  of  the  natives,  who  were  wit- 
nesses of  the  accident,  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  crossed 
the  harbour's  niouth,  and,  having  hauled  the  seine  in  Hunter's 
Bay,  were  returning  loaded,  when,  getting  in  too  close  with 
the  rocks  and  the  surf  under  Middle  Head,  she  filled  and 
went  down.  The  first  information  that  any  accident  had 
happened  was  given  by  the  natives,  who  had  secured  the  rud- 
der, the  mast,  an  oar,  and  other  parts  of  the  boat,  which  they 
had  fixed  in  such  situations  as  were  likely  to  render  them  con- 
spicuous to  any  boat  passing  that  way.  Some  gentlemen  go- 
ing down  soon  after  found  their  information  too  true.  One  of 
the  bodies  was  lying  dead  upon  the  beach. 

.  On  the  lOfh  of  December  a  convict,  employed  by  Gover- 
nor Phillip  to  shoot  for  him,  was  dangerously  wounded  by  a 
native  namei  Pe-mul*wy,  while  in  quest  of  game  at  some 
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ccmndefaMe  Astttte^  in  the  woed».  When  broogfat  in,  he 
dedared^  and  flt  s  time  wheti  he  thought  himself  dying,  thiit 
he  did  not  give  ktry  offence  to  the  Man  who  wounded  hiln ; 
iftat  he  had  even  quitted  his  arms,  to  inducfe  bim  to  look  upon 
kim  as  a  friend,  when  the  savage  threw  his  spear  at  ahout  the 
diMance  often  yards,  with  a  ^ill  that  was  fictally  unerring. 
When  the  spear  was  extracted  (which  was  not  till  suppura- 
tion took  plaee}  it  Was  found  to  have  entered  his  body  under 
fhe  left  arm,  to  the  depth  of  seven  inches  and  a  half,  and  was 
armed  for  five  or  six  inches  from  the  point  with  ragged  pieces 
^shells  fastened  in  gum.  His  recovery  was  pronounced  by 
the  surgeon  to  be  very  doubtful. 

As  the  attack  on  this  man  appeared  to  have  been  wanton 
And  entirely  unprovoked,  not  only  from  the  sufierer's  own  re- 
lation of  the  circumstance,  but  from  the  account  of  those  who 
were  with  him,  and  who  bore  testimony  to  his  being  unarmed, 
the  Governor  determined  to  punish  the  offender,  who,  it  was 
understood,  resorted  with  his  tribe  above  the  head  of  Botany 
Bay.  He  therefore  directed  that  an  armed  party  from  the 
garrison  shouM  march  thither,  and  either  destroy  or  make  pri- 
sonej^  of  six  pei^ns  (if  practicable)  of  that  tribe  to  which  the 
aggressor  belonged,  carefully  avoiding  to  oShr  any  injury  to 
either  women  or  children.  1V>  this  measure  his  Excellency 
yesoited  widi  retnctanccf.  He  had  always  wished  that  none  of 
ibair  Mood^might  be  shed)  and  in  his  own  case,  when  wound- 
ed by  tike  native,  as  he  eould  not  punish  bim  on  the  spot,  he 
gave  lip  all  thoughts  of  doing  it  in  future.  As,  however,  they 
seemed  to  take  every  advantage  of  unarmed  men,  some  check 
aippeared  absohitely  necessary.  Accordingly  a  party,  consist- 
ing of  two  captams,  with  two  subalterns,  three  sergeants,  two 
eorporah,  one  drummer,  and  forty  privates,  attended  by  two 
suorgeetts,  set  off  with  three  days'  provisions  for  the  purpose 
above*iiientk)ned. 

Thcie  was  little  probability  that  such  a  party  would  be  able 
to  fall  in  with  the  people  whom  they  were  sent  to  punish 
so  unexpectedly^  as  to  surprise  them,  without  which  chance 
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they  might  hunt  them  in  the  woods  for  ever }  and  as  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  were  not  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other,  but 
by  being  found  iniiabiMng  particular  residences,  there  wouldr 
be  some  difficulty  in  determining,  if  any  natives  should  fall  in 
their  way,  whether  they  were  the  objects  of  their  expedition, 
or  some  unoffending  family  wholly  unconnected  with  them. 
The  very  circumstance,  however,  of  a  party  being  armed  and 
detached  purposely  to  punish  the  man  and  his  compaaions- 
who  had  wounded  a  white  man,  was  likely  to  have  a  good 
effect;  as  it  was  well  known  to  several  natives,  who  were  at 
this  time  in  the  town  of  Sidney,  that  this  was  the  intentioQ 
with  which  they  were  sent  out. 

On  the  third  day  after  their  departure  they  returned  with- 
out having  hurt  a  native,  or  made  a  prisoner.  They  had  seen 
some  at  the  head  of  Botany  Bay,  and  fired  at  them,  bat  with* 
out  doing  any  injury.  \^enever  the  party  was  seen  by  the 
natives,  th,ey  fled  with  incredible  swiftness;  nor  had  a  second 
attempt,  which  the  Governor  directed,  any  better  success. 

On  the  17th  Dec.  the  Dutch  snow  the  Waaksamheyd  an- 
chored in  the  cove  from  Batavia,  having  left  that  place  oa.the 
20th  of  Sept.  and  met  on  her  passage  with  contrary  winds. 
She  had  been  noanned  principally  with  Malays,,  sixteen  of 
whom  died  during  the  passage. 

The  quantity  of  rice  brought  in  this  vessel  was  weighed 
against  the  wish  of  the  master,  and  found  to  be  42,0p9  cwt 
less  than  what  was  purchased.  The  Governor  agreed  to  re- 
ceive lib.  of  buttei^  (the  master  having  a  quantity  of  that 
article)  for  eighteen  pounds  of  rice. 

The  numbers  who  died  by  sickness  in  the  year  1790  were, 
two  seamen,  one  soldier,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  male 
convicts,  seven  females,  and  ten  children.  In  the  above  time, 
four  male  convicts  were  executed;,  one  midshipmaOt  two 
soldiers,  and  six  male  convicts,  were  drowned ;  one  convict 
perished  in  the  woods,  and  two  abscon4ed;  making  a  total 
decrease  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  persons. 
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CHAP.  X. 

CoiDiiiencement  of  1791 — A  Native  killed^-Supply  saib  for  Norfolk 
Island — Dutch  Sdow  hired  to  proceed  to  England — Supply  returns 
with  Captain  Hunter  from  Norfolk  Island — ^Transactions  there — 
The  Dutch  Vessel  sails  to  England,  and  the  Supply  to  Norfolk 
Island — ^A  Party  of  Convicts  escape — Ration  reduced — Various  Rc- 
gnlatioii9>— State  of  Norfolk  Island — Convicts  wantonly  destroy  a 
Canoe 

In  Januaiy  179I9  the  Indiftn  corn  beginning  to  ripen  at 
Rose  Hill,  the  convicts  comn^enced  their  depredations,  for 
wliich  several  were  punished ;  but  nothing  seemed  to  deter 
them,  and  thej  now  committed  thefts  as  if  they  stole  from 
priaeiple;  for  at  this  time  they  received  the  full  ration,  in 
which  no  difference  was  made  between  them  and  the  Governor, 
or  any  other  free  person  in  the  colony.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
Dutch  provisions,  tlie  Governor  had  altered  the  ration,  and 
caused  five  pounds  of  rice. to  be  bsued  in  lieu  of  four  pounds 

laformation  hating  been  received,  that  some  nath^es  had 
thrown  a  spear  en-  fiz-gig  at  a  convict  in  a  garden  on  the  w'est 
side,  where  they  had  met  together  to  steal  potatoes,  an  armed 
party  was  sent  to  disperse  them  ;  when  a  club  being  thrown 
by  one  of  the  natives  at  the  party,  the  latter  fired,  and  one 
man  was  wounded.  This  circumstance  was  at  first  only  sur- 
mised, on  tracing  a  quantity  of  blood  from  the  spot  to  the 
water;  but  in  a  few  days  afterwards  the  natives  in  the  town 
told  the  name  of  the  wounded  man,  and  added,  that  he  was 
then  dead,  and  to  be  found  ki  a  cove  which  they  mentioned. 
Oa  going  to  the  place,  a  savage,  well  known  in  the  town  since 
the  intercourse  between  them  and  the  inhabitants  had  been 
opened,  was  found  dead,  and  disposed  of  for  burning.  He 
had  been  shot  under  the  arm,  and  the  siirgeon  was  of  opinion 
that  he  had  bled  to  death. 

I  2 
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It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  any  necessity  existed  far 
adopting  these  sanguinary  punishments ;  and  that  they  had 
not  been  yet  able  to  reconcile  these  people  to  the  deprivatioa 
of  those  parts  of  this  harbour  occupied  by  the  English;  but 
while  they  entertained  the  idea  of  the  English  having  diqios* 
sessed  them  of  their  residencesi  they  must  always  consider 
them  as  enemies;  and  upon  this  principle  would  make  a  pcant 
of  attacking  them  whenever  opportunity  or  safety  conomned. 

It  had  been  the  custom  to  leave  the  signal  cokmrs  during 
the  day  at  tlie  flag-staff  at  the  south  head ;  at  which  place 
they  were  seen  by  some  of  the  natives,  who,  watching  their 
opportunity,  ran  away  with  them,  and  tfaty  were  afikerwards 
seen  divided  among  them  in  tbeir  canoes^  and  used  41  covei^ 
ings. 

On  the  22d,  the  Supply  wled  fioi:  Vtoffolk  JAmdf,  witb  ^ 
^ome  provisions  for  that  settlement)  apd  on  the  swie  <biy  dvi 
man  employed  to  shoot  for  th^  Governor  expired  itfthe^iKOUlul 
that  he  bad  received  from  the  native^ 

The  GoverQor  was  desirous  of  sending  the  Dutch  Sopw  to 
flngland  with  the  offi^rs  and  people  of  the  Stfiusi  but  the 
avarice,  perverseness,  and  ignorance  of  the  master  waasacb^ 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  settle  the  char^ei^party.  At 
last  terms  were  agreed  on,  and  preparations  made  for  tbe 
voyage. 

The  Supply,  after  an  absence  of  five  weeks,  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island,  having  on  board  .Captain  Hunta-^  with  tha 
officers  and  people  of  the  Sirius«  They  bnH^;jkt  a»  confirma^ 
tion  that  the  fears  which  had  been  entertained  of  the  distresasd 
situation  of  that  settleittent  had  been  too  well  founded.  Th» 
supply  of  provisions  whjicb  was  diapatehed  in  the  Jusliniaa 
find  Surprize  reached  theses  at  a  critical  point  of  time^  there 
being  in  store  cm  the  7tli  of  August,  when  tjieyafipeflmd  off 
the  island,  provisions  but  for  a  few  days  at  l^e  rtfjonthea 
issued,  which  was  three  pounds  of  flour  and  one:  pkA  of  riee  | 
or,  in  Ueu  of  flour,  three  pounds  of  Indian  med  or  of  wfaea^ 
ground,  and  not  separated  from  the  husks  or  the  bnm.    Their 
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i«k  prcwkiQifr  wwe  so  netrly  expended,  l&at  VfhaHe  a  bffd  or 
afidiGOiiU  be  procured  DO  salt  neat  wfts  issued.  The  week*- 
ly  nrtian  of  thk  article  wis  only  one  poand  and  a  half  of  beef, 
or  aevcDteen  ounces  of  porii.  What  their  sitnatioD  might 
have  been  but  for  the  providential  supply  of  birds  that  they 
mtt  with,  it  is  impossible  to  say ;  to  themselves  it  had  appear* 
ed  too  b^  with  ci^amity  to  be  eootemplated  without  terror. 

The  people  of  Sinus  bad,  during  their  stay  at  Norfoft 
faknd,  wnder  the  direetion  of  Captain  Hunter,  been  most 
OflefuSy  and  suecessfnlty  onployed  in  removing  several  rocks 
wUch  obatnieted  the  passage  through  the  leef ;  and  a  Gonrect 
survey  of  the  island  had  been  made  by  liemenant  Brsdley,  by 
iHiich  many  daofers  had  been  diacovered,  that  until  then  had 
been  unknown.  There  had  been  cleared  since  die  arrival  of 
ike  licutepairt^gofenior  114  acre  of  land;  but  the  crops  of 
■mae  and  wheat,  which  hadwora  a  very  prominng  appearance, 
weie  not  only  retarded  by  loo  dry  a  season,  but  inftsted  I7 
myriads  of  gnds  and  caterpilhtf%  which  destroyed  every  thing 
they  touehed. 

Martial  law  continued  in  force  until  the  supplies  urived; 
ami  of  the  general  demeanor  of  die  convicts  during  that  time 
sefkort  spoke  favourably. 

Hie  Lady  Juliana,  passii^the  island  in  her  way  to  Chim^ 
«raa  the  first  Aip  that  was  seen ;  bnt,  to  the  mexpres^ble 
disappointment  and  distress  of  those  who  saw  her,  as  well  as 
to  die  aaq^e  of  all  who  heard  the  circmnstmce,  the  master 
did  not  send  a  boat  on  shore.  Nor  were  they  relieved  from 
ihrnr  amriety  antH  two  days  had  passed,  when  the  other  Aip 
nnsvecu 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March  die  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  Sions  were  embarked  on  boaid  the  snow,  to  return  to 
£a^and.  Of  these,  ten  seamen  and  two  marines  chose  rather 
to^asttlft  in  that  country  dian  return  lo  their  own.  The  ma* 
jority  of  them  had  formed  consiectioos  with  women,  for  whose 
sake  they  consented  to  embrace  a  mode  of  life  far  which  the 
mtuml  resdessnem  of  a  wu^o^n  disporitioa  was  but  ill  cdcu- 
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lated.  Thy  mothre,  it  is  trae,  they  disa^wwed;  biit  <me  of 
the  stipulations,  which  ihey  were  desiious  of  making  for  tfaem^ 
.selves,  being  the  indulgeace  of  having  the  women  who  had 
befcHre  lived  with  them  permitted  still  to  do  so,  and  it  appear- 
ing not  the  least  important  article  in  their  consideration, 
seemed  a  strong  presumption  that  it  was  the  compamon,  not 
the  country,  which  had  influenced  their  decision.  Allotments 
pi  00  acres  each  were  marked  out  for  them  as  settlers  at 
Sydney  or  Norfolk  Island,  according  as  riiey  made  their  dioice. 

The  Supply  was  now  ready  to  sail  for  Norfolk  Island ;  and 
on  the  2 1st  of  March,  1  captain,  2.  subalterns,  1  Serjeant, 
I  corporal,  1  drummer,  and  18  privates  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Qorps^  embarked  on  board  her,  to  relieve  a  part  «>f  the 
marine  detftchmtot  doing  duty  there.  '  On.. the  following 
morning  she  sailed,  carlrjring  an  instrument  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  Governor,  restoring  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  a  &<ie  mai^  Jphn  Ascott,  a  convict  at  Norfolk  Island,  who 
had  rendered  himself  very  conspicuous  by  his  exertions  in 
preventing  the  Sinus  from  being  burnt  soon  after  she  was 
5^]«dced. 

On  the  28th  the  Waaksamheyd  transport  sailed  for  Eng- 
land, having  on  board  Captain  Hunter,  with  the  officers  and 
erew  of  his  MtQCSty's  late  ship  Sinus. 

In  the  oourse  of  the  night  of  the  26th,  a  convict  of  the  name 
of  Bryant,  whose  term  of  transportation,  according  to  his  own 
account,  had  recently  expired,  eluded  the  walch  that  was  kept 
upon  him,  and  made  his  escape,  together  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  (one  an  in&nt  at  the  breast)  4Uid  seven  other 
convicts,  in  a  fishing-boat.  Their  flight  was  not  discovered 
until  they  had  been  several  hours  without  the  heads.  Though 
Bryant  had  for  some  time  been  suspected  of  intending  to 
escape  when  importunity  oflered,  yet  such  had  been  the  ad- 
dress with  which  he  had  conducted  himself,  that  at  this  period 
his  motions  had  been  less  attended  to  than  usaaL  Most  of 
his  companions  were  connected  with  female  convicts;  but  if 
they  knew  of  their  intention  they  were  too  foithful  to  those 
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whom  tliey  lived  with  to  reveal  it.  For  one  youDg  woman  a 
letter  was  found  from  cme  of  the  adventurers,  conjuring  her  to 
relinquish  the  pursuit  of  those  vices  which,  he  told  her,  pre- 
vailed in  the  settlement,  leaving  her  what  little  property  he 
did  not  take  with  him,  and  assigning  as  a  reason  for  his  flight 
the  severity  of  his  situation,  being  transported  for  life,  without 
the  prospect  of  any  mitigation,  or  hope  of  ever  quitting  the 
country,  but  by  the  means  that  he  was  about  to  adopt.  It  was 
conjectured  that  they  would  steer  for  Timor,  or  Batavia^  as 
their  assistance  and  information  were  derived  from  the  Dutch 
snow. 

The  depredations  at  Rose  Hill  were  now  so  frequent  and 
extensive,  that  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  punish  such 
offenders  as  were  detected  with  a  severity  that  might  deter 
others:  to  this  end,  iron  collars  of  seven  pounds  weight  were 
ordered  as  a  punishment  for  flagrant  offenders,  who  were  also 
linked  together  by  a  chain,  without  which  precaution  they 
would  still  have  continued  to  plunder  the  public  grounds. 

As  the  convicts  did  not  consider  a  marriage  contracted  in 
tliat  country  as  binding,  his  Excellency  caused  these  people 
to  be  informed,  that  none  would  be  permitted  to  quit  the 
colony  who  had  wives  or  children  incapable  of  maintaining 
themselves  and  likely  to  become  burdensome  to  the  settle* 
ment,  until  they  had  found  sufficient  security  for  the  main- 
tenance of  such  wives  and  children.  Orders  were  given  for 
limiting  the  length  of  such  boats  as  should  be  built  by  indivi- 
duals to  such  size  as  might  deter  the  convicts  from  attempts 
to  take  them  off.  Also  regulations  as  to  the  people  employed 
in  boats  after  sun-set,  whose  names  were  to  be  given  in  writing 
to  the  officer  on  guard,  to  prevent  any  convict  taking  them 
from  the  wharfs  under  pretence  of  fishing  or  other  services. 

Three  officers,  two  non-commissioned  officers,  one  drum- 
mer, and  twenty  privates  of  the  marine  detachment,  arrived 
in  the  Supply,  which  anchored  in  the  bay  on  the  30th  of 
April,  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage.  Tlie  weather  had  been 
as  dry  at  Norfolk  Island  as  it  had  been  at  Port  Jackson ; 
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wfaidi>  with  the  blighted  winds,  had  coaindembly  injured  all 
the  ganfedB,  and  punicularty  some  crops  (rf  potatoes. 

It  was  remaiked  by  many  in  the  settlement,  that  bath  at 
Sydney  and  at  Ro6e  HiU  the  countenMces  of  the  labouring' 
ooovicts  indicated  the  shortness  of  the  ration  that  they  re- 
tieived ;  this  might  be  occasioned  1^  their  having  suffered  so 
much  befiwe  from  die  same  cause;  from  the  effects  of  which 
tiiey  had  scarcely  been  restored  when  they  were  again  called 
upon  to  experience  the  har&hip  of  a  reduced  ration  of  prori- 
sions.  The  convicts  which  arrived  in  June  had  not  yet  re- 
covered from  the  severity  of  their  sufferings  on  the  passi^. 

The  banracks  at  Rose  Hill  being  sufficiently  completed, 
Aey  were  taken  possession  of  at  the  latter  end  of  May  by  the 
New  Soiidi  Wales  corps.  Thefts  innumerable  were  stiR 
eommitted;  and  thoagh  severe  punishment  was  certain  to 
fSoBow  detection^  it  either  had  lost  its  terrors,  or  the  habits  of 
depnrnty  were  become  so  much  a  part  of  their  nature  as  ta 
subdue  every  other  sensation.  Rnishing  the  clergyman's  and 
surveyor's  houses,  bringing  in  brieks  ibr  other  bwidings,  posts 
and  ptlhig  for  a  fence  round  the  run  ot  waiter,  and  making 
eloathiBg  for  the  people,  occnpied  the  cenviotft  at  Sydney.-— 
The  town  which  had  been  marked  out  at  Rose  HiH,  and 
which  now  woce  semeti^ing  of  a  regular  appevancci  on  dm 
oceasioft  receive  its  name.  The  Governor  caiBng  it  P^uhrk 
mat^ta,  being  the  name  by  which  the  natives  disfiuguiBhed 
that  part  of  the  country  on  whiefa  the  town  stood. 

Since  the  estabfishment  of  that  familiar  intercourse  lAich 
now  subsisted  between  the  settlers  and  the  natfves,  severs!  of 
them  had  found  it  dieir  interest  to^sell  or  exchange  fish  among 
the  people  of  Fsrramatta;  they  being  contented  to  receive  a 
smaH  quantity  of  either  bread  or  salt  meat  in  barter  for  mul- 
let, bream,  and  odier  fish.  To  the  officers  who  resided  there 
this  proved  a  great  convenience,  and  they  encouraged  the 
natives  to  visit  them  as  often  as  they  would  bring  them  fish. . 
There  were,  however,  among  the  convicts  some  who  were  so 
unthinking  or  so  depraved,  as  wantonly  to  destroy  a  canoe  be- 
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longing  to  a  fine  young  man,  a  native,  who  bad  left  it  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  settlement,  and  as  he  hoped  out  of 
the  way  of  observation,  while  he  went  with  some  fish  to  the  huts. 
His  rage  at  finding  his  canoe  destroyed  was  inconceiveable: 
he  threatened  to  take  his  revenge,  and  in  his  own  way,  upon 
all  white  people.  Tliree  of  the  six  people  who  had  done  him 
the  injury,  however,  were  so  well  described  by  some  one  who 
had  seen  them,  that,  being  closely  pursued,  they  were  taken 
and  punished,  as  were  the  remainder  a  few  days  after. 

The  instant  eflect  of  this  was,  that  the  natives  discontinued 
the  bringing  up  of  fish ;  and  Bal-loo-der-ry,  whose  canoe  had 
been  destroyed,  although  he  had  been  taught  to  believe  that 
one  of  the  six  convicts  had  been  hanged  for  the  ofience,  meet- 
ing a  few  days  afterwards  with  a  poor  wretch  who  had  strayed 
from  Parramatta  as  far  as  the  Flats,  he  wounded  him  in  two 
places  with  a  spear.  This  act  of  Bal-loo-der-r/s  was  followed 
by  the  Governor's  strictly  forbidding  him  to  appear  again  at 
any  of  the  settlements;  the  other  natives,  his  friends,  being 
alarmed,  Parramatta  was  seldom  visited  by  any  of  them,  and 
all  commerce  with  them  was  at  an  end.  How  much  greater 
claim  to  the  appellation  of  savages  had  the  wretches  who  were 
die  cause  of  this,  than  the  natives  who  were  termed  so  ! 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  stone-mason,  With  the  people 
under  his  direction,  had  begun  their  operations  at  the  west 
point  of  the  Cove,  where  the  Governor  purposed  constucting, 
out  of  the  rock,  a  spot  whereon  to  place  tlie  guns  belonging 
to  the  settlement,  which  was  to  wear  the  appearance  of  a  work. 
The  flag-stafi^was  to  be  placed  in  the  same  situation.  The 
house  for  the  principal  surgeon  was  got  up  and  covered.  To 
guard  against  a  recurrence  of  the  accident  which  happened  to 
the  cattle  soon  after  they  had  arrived,  the  Governor  had  for 
sdme  titne  employed  a  certain  number  of  convicts  at  Parra- 
'  inatta  in  forming  inclosures ;  and  at  the  commencement  of 
Jaly  not  less  than  140  acres  were  thinned  of  the  tim- 
ber, surrounded  by  a  ditch,  and  guarded  by  a  proper  fence. — 
In  addition  to  the  quantity  of  ground  sown  with  wheat,  a  largie 
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proportion  was  cleared  to  be  sown  with  Indian  com  ;  uid  the 
country  about  Parramalta,  as  well  as  the  town  itself^  where 
eight  huts  were  now  buik,  wore  a  very  promising  a|q)earance. 
At  Sydney,  the  little  ground  that  was  in  cultiyation  belonged 
to  individuals  ;  the  whole  labour  of  the  convicts  employed  in 
clearing  ground  having  been  exerted  at  Parramatta,  where  the 
soil,,tliough  not  the  best  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  (ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  every  man  who  professed  any  know- 
ledge of  farming),  was  still  better  than  the  sand  about  Sydfiey,. 
where,  to  raise  even  a  cabbage  after  the  fir3t  crop,  manure  was 
absohitely  requisite*. 


CHAP.    IX. 


Several  Transporte  arrive  8iicces6ively— Fall  Ration  iasuol^^tate  of 
Korfolk  Inland — ^The  Gorgoa  arrives — Commission  of  Emaadpottoii 
— Complaiats  against  the  Master  of  a  Transport — Mutiny  on  board 
the  Albemarle— Public  Transactions — ^Irish  Convicts  abscond — 
Whale  Fishery — Marines  embark,  and  the  Supply  saik  for  England 
—^Ration  reduced^-Convicts  emancipated. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Bth,  the  signal  for  assail  was  made 
at  the  South-head ;  and  before  night  it  was  made  known  that 
the  Mary  Ann  transport  was  arrived  from  England,  with  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  female  eonviets  on  hoard,  six  children, 
and.  one  free  woman,  some  clothing,  and  the  following  small 
quantity  of  provisions ;.  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  barrels  of 
flour  'y  sixty-one  tiercesof  pork ;,  and  thirty-two  tierces  oi beef. 

This  ship  sailed  alone;  but  gave  information  that  she  was 
to  be  followed  by  nine  sailof  transports,  on  board  of  which  weve 
to  be  embarked  (including  one  hundrad  and  fifty  women,  the 
number  put  into  the  Mary)  two  thousand  and  fifty  male  and 
.  female  convicts ;  the  whole  of  which  w^e  to  be  expected  in 
the  course  of  six  weeks  or  two  months^  together  with  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Goigon. 
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•  They  atso  learned,  that  Lieutenant  King,  who  sailed  from 
Port  Jackson  on  the  l7th  of  Aprils  1790,  arrived  in  London 
CHI  the  20th  day  of  December  folbwing.  He  had  suffered 
much  distress  after  leaving  Batavia,  whence  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  the  Mauritius,  having  lost,  by  sickness,  nearly  all  the 
orew-ofthe  packetthat  he  was  in..  Mr  Millar,  the  late  com- 
missary, 4iad  died  upon  the  passage. 

They  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  government  in 
England  having  adopted  a  system  of  sending  out  convicts  at 
two  embarkations  in  every  year,  at  which  time  provisions  were 
also  to  be  sent.  It  was  not  probable  that  they  would 
again  experience  the  misery  and  want  with  which  they  had 
already  been  but  too  well  acquainted,  from  not  having  had  any 
leguhir  mode  of  supply.  Intimation  was  likewise  given,  that 
a  eargo  ctf  grain  might  be  expected  to  arrive  from  Bengal ; 
some  merdhants  at  'that  settlement  having  proposed  to  Lord 
Ckimwallis,  on  hearing  of  the  loss  of  the  Guardian,  to  frei^t 
a  ship  with  such  a  cargo  as  would  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  colony,  and  to  supply  the  different  articles  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  they  could  be  sent  from  England.  They  were  also 
to  expect  a  transport  with  live  stock  from  the  North-west  coast 
of  America.  The  master,  Marie  Monroe,  had  not  any  private 
letters  on  board*;  but  (what  added  to  the  disappointment  that 
every  one  experienced)  this  man  had  not  brought  a  single 
newspaper ;  and  having  been  but  a  few  weeks  from  Green- 
land before  he  had  sailed  for  New  South  Wales,  lie  wasuearly 
as  destitute  of  any  kind  of  information  as  the  ship  that  he 
commanded ;  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  suspend  their 
ardent  curiosity,  and  to  hope  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  a  more 
intelligent  person. 

The  females  who  came  in  this  gentleman's  ship  were  all 
very  healdiy,  and  spoke  highly  of  the  treatment  which  they 
liad  met  with  from  him.  These  women  were  on  their  land- 
ing distributed  among  the  huts  at  Sydney ;  and  the  Governor 
went  to  Parramatta  to  make  such  preparations  as  the  time 
would  admit  for  the  numbers  that  he  expected  -to  receive. 
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The  convkts  whose  terms  of  transportaticai  bad  expiied^ 
were  now  collected,  and,  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor^ 
informed,  that  such  of  them  as  wished  to  becoonesettlersia  thai 
country  should  cisceive  every  encouragement ;  that  thos^  who 
did  not,  were  to  labour  for  their  provisions,  stipulating  to 
work  for  twelve  or  eighteen  months  certain ;  and  that  in  the 
way  of  such  as  preferred  returning  to  England  no  obstaclea 
would  be  thrown,  provided  they  could  procure  passages  from 
the  masters  of  such  ships  as  might  arrive ;  but  that  they  were 
not  to  expect  any  assistance  on  the  part  of  Government  to  that 
end.  The  wish  to  return  to  their  friends  appeared  to  be  the 
prevailing  idea,  a  few  only  giving  in  their  names  as  settlers, 
and  none  engaged  to  work  for  a  certain  time. 

It  being  always  desirable  to  go  as  near  the  established  ration 
as  the  state  of  the  stores  would  allow,  the  Govempr  directed 
two  pounds  of  rice  to  be  added  to  the  weekly  propcMrtion  of 
that  article;  but  though  by  this  addition  eight  poui|ds  of 
grain  were  issued  (viz.  three  pounds  of  flour  and  five  of  rice), 
the  ration  was  far  from  being  brought  up  to  the  standard  esta- 
blished by  the  Treasury  for  the  colony;  five  pounds  of  bad 
worm*eate'n  rice  making  a  most  inadequate  substitute  for  the 
same  quantity  of  good  flour.  In  die  article  of  meat  the  labour- 
ing man  suffered  still  more;  for  in  a  given  quantity  of  sixty 
pounds,  which  were  issued  on  one  serving-day  to  two  messesy 
there  were  no  less  than  forty  pounds  of  bone,  and  the  reauun- 
der,  which  was  intended  to  be  eaten,  was  almost  too  far  ad- 
vanced in  putrefaction  for  even  hunger  to  get  it  down.  It 
must  be  observed,  that  it  came  in  the  snow  from  Batavia. 

On  Monday,  the  1st  of  August,  the  Matilda,  the  first  cxf  die 
expected  fleet  of  transports,  arrived,  after  an  extraordinary 
passage  of  four  months  and  five  days  from  Portamoudi ;  hav- 
ing sailed  from  thence  on  die  27th  of  March,  with  four  sail 
of  transports,  with  whom  she  parted  company  diat  night  off 
Dunnoze.  On  board  the  Matilda  were  two  hundred  uid  five 
male  convicts ;  one  ensign,  one  serjeant^  one  oorpoial,  one 
drummer,  and  nineteen  privates,  of  the  New  SoudiWaki 
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corpe ;  and  some  stcmss  and  provisions  calculated  as  a  supply 
for  the  above  ntmiber  for  nine  months  after  their  arrival. — 
The  convicts  in  thb  ship,  on  their  landing,  appeared  to  be 
aged  and  inirm,  the  state  in  which  they  were  said  to  have 
beleo  embarked.  It  was  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  had  buried  twenty-five  on  their  passage.  Twenty  were 
sick,  and  were  immediately  landed  at  the  hospital.  Flfty*five 
of  die  convicts  brought  in  this  ship,  selected  from  the  others 
as  farmen  and  artificers,  were  sent  to  Panramatta ;  of  the  re- 
mainder, those  whose  health  would  permit  them  to  go  were 
put  onboard  the  Mary  Ann,  together  with  thirty-two  convicts 
of  bad  character  from  among  those  who  came  out  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  eleven  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps.    On  the  8th»  the  Mary  Ann  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Matilda,  orders  were  given  that  the* 
weddy  allowance  of  flour  should  be  increased  to  five  pounds 
for  each  matn,  and  three  pounds  and  a  hdf  for  each  woman. 

On  the  20th,  the  Atlantic  transport  anchored  in  the  cove 
from  Rymoudi,  Whence  Ae  sailed  with  two  other  transports. 
Sbe  had  on  board  a  seijeimt's  party  of  the  new  corps  as  a  guard 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty  male  convicts,  eighteen  of  whom 
had  died  on  the  passage:  except  nme  who  were  sick,  the  re- 
mainder were  v«ry  healthy.  The  next  day  the  Salamander^ 
anoAter  transport,  arrived,  bringing  a  seijeant's  party,  Mid  one 
hundred  and  sixty  male  convicts,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
of  whom  arrived  in  very  good  health.  The  party,  however, 
had  lost  their  Serjeant,  he  having  shewn  his  .preference  to  re- 
maining in  England,  by  deserting  when  the  ship  was  on  the 
point  <if  sailing. 

The  Governor  now  directed  the  issuing  of  die  full  ration ; 
the  reduced  had  continued  for  twenty-one  weeks. 
•  A  party  of  one  hundred  convicts  were  sent  to  Parramatta ; 
the  Salamander  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  Island  with 
the  people  and  cargo,  and  the  remaining  convicts  from  the 
other  ship  were  disposed  of  at  Sydney.  There  were  at  this 
time  not  less  than  seventy  persons  fiom  the  Matilda  and  At- 
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4antic  under  medical  treatment,  being  weak,  emaciated,  md 
unfit  for  any  kind  of  labour ;  and  the  list  was  daily  increasing. 
It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  on  changing  firom  the  un- 
wholesome air  of  a  ship's  between  decks  to  the  purer  air  of  the 
country,  the  weak  would  have  gathered  strength ;  but  it  bad 
been  observed,  that  in  general,  soon  after  landing,  the  coavtcti 
were  afiected  with  dysenteric  complaints,  perhaps  caused  by 
the  change  of  water,  many  dying,  and  others  who  had  strengih 
to  overcome  the  disease  recovering  from  it  but  slowly.  On 
the  28th  the  William  and  Ann  transport  arrived,  having  on 
board  one  serjeant  and  twelve  privates,  one  hundred  and 
«ighty-one  male  convicts,  with  her  proportkm  of  stores  and 
{)rovisi(xis.  She  had  lost  seven  convicts  on  the  passage ;  the 
remainder  were  very  healthy,  five  only  being  so  ill  as  to  re- 
quire removal. 

The  town  beginning  to  fill  with  strangers  (officers  and  sea« 
men  from  the  tnmsports),  and  spirituous  liquors  finding  their 
way  among  the  convicts,  it  was  ordered  that  none  should  be 
landed  until  a  permit  had  been  granted  by  the  Jndge-advocate« 

BaMoo-der-ry,  the  proscribed  native,  having  ventured  into 
the  town  with  some  of  his  friends,  one  or  two  armed  pardes 
were  sent  to  seize  him ;  and  a  spear  having  been  thrown  (it 
was  said  by  him)  two  musquets  were  fired,  by  whieh  one  of 
his  companions  was  wounded  in  the  leg;  but  Bal-loo  der^rj 
was  not  taken.  On  the  folbwing  day  it  was  given  out  in 
orders,  that  he  was  to  be  taken  whenever  an  opportunity  ofier* 
ed ;  and  that  any  native  attempting  to  throw  a  spear  in  his 
defence  (as  it  was  well  known  among  them  why  vengeanoe 
was  denounced  against  him)  was,  if  possible,  to  bt  prevented 
from  escaping  with  impunity.  On  3d  of  September,  near  two 
hundred  male  convicts,  with  a  seijeant's  party  of  the  New- 
South  Wales  corps,  some  stores  and  provisions,  having  been 
put  on  board  the  Sakunander,  she  sidled  for  Norfolk  Island; 
and  the  Mary  Ann  returned  from  that  settlement  on  the  8th, 
having  been  absent  only  four  weeks  and  two  days.  Tlie  con* 
victs,  stores^  and  provisions  were  all  safely  landed ;  but  aa 
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unexpected  surf  rising  at  the  back  of  the  reef,  filled  the  only 
bost  (a  Gieenland  whale  boat)  which  the  master  took  with 
liiiD,  and  she  was  dashed  upon  the  reef,  and  stove :  the  pec^le 
fortunately  saved  themselves  by  swimming. 

On  the  21st,  his  Majesty's  ship  Ginrgon,  of  44  guns,  am* 
manded  by  Captain  John  Pariier,  anchored  within  the  heads. 
She  had  sailed  from  England  on  the  i5th  of  March  last» 
touching  at  the  islands  of  Tenerifife  and  St  Jago,  and  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  she  remained  six  weeks,  taking  in 
tbiee  buUs,  twenty-three  cows,  sixty-eight  sheep,  eleven  bpgs, 
two  hundred  fruit-trees,  a  quantity  of  garden-seed,  and  other 
articles  for  the  colony.  Unfortunately,  the  bulls  and  seven  of 
the  cows  died;  bat  a  bull-calf,  which  had  been  produced  on 
boanl,  arrived  in  good  condition. 

Six  months'  provisions  for  about  nine  hundred  people,  with 
stores  for  his  majesty  s  armed  tender  the  Supply,  and  for  the 
marine  detachment,  were  sent  out  in  the  Gorgon;  wherein 
also  was  embarked  Mr  King,  the  late  commandant  of  Norfolk 
Island,  now  appointed  by  his  Majesty  Iiieutenant-governor  of 
that  settlement  and  a  commander  in  the  navy ;  together  widx 
a  deputy  nurveyor-geocFal,  to  be  employed  at  Norfolk  Island; 
the  cha{rfain  and  quarter-master  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  and  a  superintendant  of  convicts.    By  this  ship  also 
came  a  puUie  seal,  to  be  affixed  to  all  instruments  drawn  in 
his  Majesty's  name ;  and  a  commission  under  the  great  seal, 
empowering  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  to  remit,  either 
absolutely  or  conditionally,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  term 
for  which  febns,  or  other  offenders,  should,  have  been,  or 
might  hereafter  be  transported  to  that  country.    Duplicates 
of  each  pardon  were  to  be  sent  to  EUigland  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  the  names  of  the  persons  so  emancipated  in  the  first 
general  pardon  which  should  afterwards  issue  under  the  great 
seal  of  the  kingdom. 

The  cattle  were  immediately  landed,  and  turned  into  the 
indosures  which  had  been  prepared  for  them.  One  cow  died 
in  the  boat  going  up.    The  remaining  transports  of  the  fleet 
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were  now  dropping  in.  On  the  S6th,  the  Active  fironi  ^g- 
land)  and  the  Queen  from  Ireland,  with  convicts  of  that 
country,  arrived.  Oa  beard  of  the  Aetive,  beside  the  seijeant's 
guard,  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-fonr  male  convicts.  An 
oileer*8  party  was  on  board  the  Queen,  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  male  and  twenty-three  female  convicts,  and  three 
children.  These  ships  had  been  unhealthy,  and  had  buried 
several  convicts  in  their  passage.  The  sick  which  they 
biought  in  were  landed  immediately;  and  many  of  those  who 
remuned,  and  were  not  so  iU  as  to  require  mescal  assistance, 
were  brought  ashore  in  an  emaciated  and  feeble  conditioQ, 
pavticukrly  the  convicts  from  the  Active.  They  in  general 
complained  of  not  having  received  the  allowance  intended  fbr 
them ;  but  their  emaciated  appearance  was  to  be  ascribed  as 
much  to  confinement  as  to  any  other  cause.  The  convicts 
from  the  Queen,  however,  aecosing  the  master  of  having  with- 
held their  provisions,  an  enquury  took  place  before  the  ma* 
gistMes,  and  it  appeared,  bey(md  a  doubt^  diat  great  abuses 
had  been  practised  in  the  issuing  of  the  provisions;  but  as  to 
Ihe  quantity  withbdd,  it  was  not  possible  to  asoertain  it  so 
clearly,  as  to  admit  of  directing  the  deficiency  to  be  made 
good,  or  of  punishing  the  parties  with  that  retributive  justice 
for  which  the  hdnousnesB  of  tiieir  ofience  so  leudly  called: 
the  proeeedmgs  of  the  magistrates  were  therefore  submitted 
to  the  governor,  who  determined  to  transimt  them  to  die 
secretary  of  state. 

The  remainder  of  the  transports  expected  did  not  arrive  till 
the  middle  of  October.  Tlie  Albemarle  was  off  the  coast 
some  days,  and  arrived  on  the  ISth,  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  male  and  six  female  convicts,  her  proportion  of  stores 
and  provisions,  and  a  Serjeant's  party.  The  convicts  oS  this 
ship  made  an  attempt,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  sea*- 
men,  to  seize  her  on  the  9th  of  April,  soon  after  she  left 
England}  and  they  would  in  all  probability  have  succeeded, 
but  for  the  activity  and  resolution  shewn  by  the  master,  Mr 
George  Bowen,  who,  hearing  the  zlaxm^  had  just  time  to  arm 
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himself  with  a  loaded  blunderbuss,  which  he  discharged  at  one 
of  the  mutineers,  William  Sydney  (then  in  the  act  of  aiming  a 
blow  with  a  cutlass  at  the  man  at  the  wheel),  and  lodged  its 
contents  in  his  shoulder.  His  companions,  seeing  what  had 
befeilen  him,  instantly  ran  below ;  but  the  master,  his  officers, 
and  some  of  the  seamen  of  the  ship,  following  them,  soon  se- 
cured the  ring-leaders,  Owen  Lyons  and  William  Sydney.  A 
consultation  was  held  with  the  naval  agent,  the  ship's  company, 
and  the  military  persons  on  board;  the  result  of  which  was,  tb^ 
immediate  execution  of  those  two  at  the  fore-yard-arm.  They 
had  ,at  this  time  parted  company  with  the  other  transports,  and 
no  other  means  seemed  so  likely  to  deter  the  convicts  from  any 
future  attempt  of  the  like  nature.  It  afterwards  appearing 
that  two  seamen  had  supplied  them  with  instruments  for  saw- 
ing off  their  irons,  these  were  left  at  the  island  of  Madeira,  to 
to  be  sent  prisoners  to  England. 

On  the  following  day  the  Britannia  arrived,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  male  convicts,  stores,  and  provisions  on 
board ;  and  on  the  16th  the  Admiral  Barrington,  the  last  of 
the  ten  sail  of  transports,  anchored  in  the  cove,  having  on 
board  a  captain  and  a  party  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps, 
with  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  male  convicts,  four  women, 
and  one  child.  She  too  had  been  unhealthy,  having  lost 
thirty-six  convicts  in  the  passage,  and  brought  in  eighty-four 
persons  sick.  Her  stores  and  proportion  of  provision  were  the 
same  as  on  board  of  the  other  ships. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  now  received  into  the  colony, 
including  thirty  on  board  the  Gorgon,  were,  male  convicts 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety*five;  females  one  hun- 
dred and  sixt}'-eight ;  and  children  nine.  There  were  also 
eight  free  women  (wives  of  convicts),  and  one  child;  making 
a  total  number  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one 
persons,  exclusive  of  the  military.  Upwards  of  two  hundred 
convicts,  male  and  female,  bad  died  on  their  passage. 

Of  the  ten  sail  of  transports,  five,  after  delivering  their  car- 
goes, were  to  proceed  on  the  Southern  Whale  Fishery.    The 
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other  tnmsportB  were  to  proceed  to  Bombay.  The  quanfitjr 
of  provisioos  received  by  these  ships  being  calculated  for  the 
numbers  on  bo^rd  of  each  for  nine  months  only  after  their 
arrival ;  and  as,  so  large  a  body  of  convicts  having  been  aent 
out,  it  was  not  probable  that  they  should  soon  have  another 
supply,  the  Governor  judged  it  expedient  to  send  one  of  the 
transports  to  BengAl>  to  procure  provision  for  the  colony ;  for 
which  purpose  he  hired  the  Atlantic  at  fifteen  shillings  and 
aixpence  per  ton  per  pionth* 

On  the  anniversary  of  bis  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne, 
a  salute  of  one  and  twenty  guns  was  fired  by  the  Gorgon; 
and  at  the  public  dinner  given  on  the  occasion  at  the  Govern- 
ment-house, upwards  of  fifty  ofiicers  were  assembled;  a  greater 
number  than  had  ever  before  met  in  that  colony. 

On  the  26th  the  Atlantic  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  and 
Calcutta  >  for  the  first  of  these  places,  she  had  on  board  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor {Cing  and  his/amMy;  a  Captain  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps;  an  assistant-surgeon;  the  Rev.  Mr 
Johnson,  who  volt^ntarlly  visited  Norfolk  Island  for  the  purpose* 
of  performing  those  duties  of  his  office  which  had  hitherto 
been  omitted  through  the  want  of  a  minister  to  perform  them; 
twenty-nine  settlers  discharged  from  the  marines;  several 
male  and  female  convicts,  and  some  few  settlers  from  that 
class  of  people. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  little  town  of  Sydney  was  much  less 
disturbed  than  it  was  iAiagined  would  have  been  the  case, 
from  the  great  influx  of  disorderly  seamen  who  were  at  times 
let  loose  from  the  transports ;  this,  probably,  was  owing  ^o  the 
enforcing  of  the  port-orders,  firora  the  first,  with  some  degree 
of  severity. 

On  the  first  day  of  November,  information  was  received 
from  Parramatta,  that  a  body  of  twenty  male  convicts  and  oue 
female,  of  those  lately  arrived  in  the  Queen  transport  froai 
Ireland,  each  taking  a  week's  provision,  and  armed  with 
tomahawks  and  knives,  had  absconded  from  that  settlement, 
with  the  chimerical  idea  of  walking  to  China,  or  of  finding 
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some  eowntry  tvheretn  they  would  be  received  and  entertained 
^tlK>ut  laboar.     It  was  generally  supposed,  however,  that  this 
improbable  tale  was  only  a  cover  to  the  real  design,  which 
might  be  to  procure  boats,  and  get  on  board  the  transports 
i^cr  they  had  left  the  cove.    An  officer  from  Parramatta  with 
a  party  was  immediately  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  who  traced 
them  as  ha  down  the  harbour  as  Lane  cove,  whence  he  reach- 
ed the  settlement  of  Sydney,  without  obtaining  any  further  in* 
te^Iigenee  of  them.    A  few  days  afterwards,  the  people  in  a 
boat  belonging  to  the  Albemarle  transport,  which  had  been 
down  the  harbour  to  procure  wood  on  the  North  shore,  met 
with  the  wretched  female  who  had  accompanied  the  men.-* 
She  had  been  separated  from  them  for  three  days,  and  wander- 
ed by  herself,  entirely  ignorant  of  her  situation,  until  she  came 
to  the  water-side,  where,  fortunately,  she  soon  after  met  the 
boat.    Boats  were  sent  down  the  next  day,  and  the  woman's 
husband  was  found  and  taken  back  to  the  settlement.    They 
both  gate  the  same  absurd  account  of  their  design  as  before 
related,  aad  appeared  to  have  suffered  very  considerably  by 
fiitigue,  hunger,  and  heat.    The  man  had  lost  his  companions 
eight-and-forty  hours  before  be  was  himself  discovered;  and 
no  tidings  of  them  were  received  for  several  days,  although 
boats  were  constantly  sent  into  the  north-west  arm,  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  harbour. 

Three  of  these  miserable  people  were  some  time  after  met 
by  some  officers  who  were  on  an  excursion  to  the  lagoon  be* 
tween  the  harbour  and  Broken  Bay;  but,  Botwithstanding 
their  situation,  they  did  not  readily  give  thei|tselves  up;  aiid» 
when  questioned,  said  that  they  wanted  nothing  more  than 
to  live  free  from  labour.  These  people  were  sent  up  to  Par* 
ramatta,  whence,  regardless  of  what  ^ey  had  experienced, 
and  might  again  suffer,  they  a  second  time  absconded  in  a  few 
days  after  they  had  returned.  Parties  were  immediately  dia^ 
patched  j  and  thirteen  of  those  who  first  absconded  were  brought 
in,  in  a  state  of  deplorable  wretchedness^  naked,  and  nearly 
wnm  out  mth  huoger.    Some  of  thcau  had  subsisted  chiefly 
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by  sucking  the  flowering  shrabs  and  wild  berries  of  the  woods ; 
and  the  whole  exhibiting  a  picture  of  misery  that  seemed  suf- 
ficient to  deter  others  from  the  like  extravagant  folly.  The 
practice  of  flying  from  labour  into  the  woods  still  prevailing, 
the  Governor  caused  all  the  convicts  who  had  arrived  that 
year  to  be  assembled ;  when  he  infwmed  them  of  his  deter- 
mination to  put  a  stop  to  their  absconding  by  sending  out 
parties  with  orders  to  fire  upon  them  whenever  they  should  be 
met  with  $  and  he  declared,  that  if  any  were  brought  in  alive, 
he  would  either  land  them  on  a  part  of  the  harbour  where  they 
could  not  depart^  or  chain  them  together,  with  only  bread  and 
water  for  their  subsistence,  during  the  remainder  of  their  terms 
of  transportation*  He  likewise  told  them  of  information  which 
he  had  received  that  they  intended  to  arm  themselves  and 
seize  upon  die  stores ;  but  if  they  did  make  an  attempt  of  that 
kind,  every  man  who  might  be  taken  should  be  instantly  put 
to  death. 

All  the  vessels  which  had  sailed  to  tiy  the  whale  fishery  re- 
tiuned  in  November.  A  diiference  of  opinion  prevailed  among 
the  masters  respecting  the  establishing  of  a  whale  fishery  upon 
that  coast.  In  one  particular,  however,  they  all  agreed; 
which  was,  that  the  coast  abounded  with  fish ;  but  the  major 
part  of  them  thought  that  the  currents  and  bad  weather  pre- 
vailing at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  which  appeared  to  be 
also  the  season  of  the  fish,  would  prevent  any  ships  from  meet- 
ing with  that  success,  of  which,  on  their  setting  out,  they 
themselves  had  formed  such  sanguine  hopes.  One  of  them 
thought  that  the  others,  in  giving  this  opinion,  were  premature, 
and  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
weather  on  the  coast  to  form  any  judgment  of  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  future  attempts. 

Before  the  full  ration  had  continued  quite  three  months,  it 
was  once  more  reduced;  two  pounds  of  flour  being  taken  ofl^ 
and  one  pint  of  pease  and  one  pint  of  oatmeal  issued  in  their 
stead.  The  Supply  armed  tender,  having  completed  her  re- 
pairs, sailed  for  Enghmd  on  the  26th.    The  services  of  this 
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litde  vessel  ted  endeared  her,  and  her  of&cers  and  people,  to 
the  colony. 

The  mortality  during  the  month  of  November  had  been 
great,  fifty  male  and  four  female  convicts  dying  within  it— - 
Five  hundred  sick  persons  received  medicine  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather  had  not  only 
increased  the  sick  list,  but  had  added  one  to  the  number  of 
deaths.  On  the  4th,  a  convict  attending  upon  one  of  the 
gentlemen,  in  passing  from  his  house  to  the  kitchen,  without 
any  covering  upon  his  head,  received  a  coup  de  soleil,  which 
at  the  time  deprived  him  of  speech  and  motion,  and,  in  less 
than  four-and-twenty  hours,  of  his  life. 

The  transport  having  returned  from  Norfolk  Island,  with 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
marine  corps,  who  were  to  take  their  passage  to  England  in 
ihe  Gorgon,  the  greater  part  of  the  marine  detachment  em- 
barked on  board  of  that  ship  on  the  ISth.  Those  who  did  not 
embark  were  left  for  the  duty  of  the  place  until  the  remainder 
ef  the  New  South  Wales  corps  should  arrive.  The  Gorgon 
sailed  on  the  18th. 

The  Cove  and  the  settlement  were  now  resuming  that  dull 
uniformity  of  uninteresting  circumstances  which  had  generally 
prevailed.  The  Supply  and  Gorgon  had  departed,  and  with 
them  a  valuable  part  of  the  society ;  and  in  a  few  days  after 
the  Matilda  and  the  Mary  Ann  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Peru.— 
These  had  some  convicts  on  board,  who  were  permitted  to 
ship  themselves  with  the  masters.  A  further  reduction  of  one 
pound  of  flour  from  the  ration  took  place  at  die  conclusion  of 
December;  and  from  the  state  of  the  provision  stores,  the 
Ciovemor,  on  Christmas-day,  could  only  give  one  pound  of 
ft>ur  to  each  woman  in  the  settlement 

During  the  month  a  warrant  of  emancipation  passed  the 
-seal  of  the  territory  to  thirteen  convicts,  who  left  England  in 
4he  Guardian,  on  condition  of  their  residing  within  the  limits 
of  that  government,  and  not  returning  to  England  within  the 
period  of  their  respective  sentences.    They  were  to  be  at 
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liberty  to  wctrk  at  any  trade  they  might  bK  aeqIiiiDled  with  ; 
but  during  their  continuance  in  that  country  they  were  to  be 
deposed  of  wherever  the  Governor  should  think  proper.  They 
were  also  ai  liberty  to  cultivate  land  upon  their  own  aeoonat. 


CHAP.  xn. 


Dtochment  et&t  to  Norfolk  Idatid**€oimets  absoooded— Extnoidi- 
nary  Circamstancc  of  a  Snake— The  Pitt  with  Lieuteaani  Grose  aiw 
rivea— Mr  Burton  killed — Stormy  Weaiher-^-Sickness  and  mortality 
in  April — ^Ration  a§ain  reduced-— Thefts  of  the  Natives — ^Atlantic 
returns  from  Calcutta — ^Britannia  arrives  from  England — ^Ration  in- 
creased— Intelligence  from  Norfolk  Island — A  vessel  from  America 
arrive* — George  Barrington  and  others  emancipated— Arrival  of  the 
Kitty  transport— Hospital  built  at  Parramatta — ^Ration  increased— 
Slate  of  Cuitivatiob'— Governor  Philip  sails  for  England. 

Eaeiy  iv  the  month  of  January  17£>2,  sixty-two  people, 
settlers  and  convicts,  with  Mr  Bayne,  the  Cha|Mn  ot  the  New 
South  Wales  corps  (who  oflered  his  services^  as  there  never 
had  been  a  clergyman  tber^),  embarked  on  board  the  Queen 
ibr  Norfolk  Island ;  the  master  of  that  ship  having  engc^ed  to 
carry  them  and  a  certain  <)uantky  of  provisions  thither  for  the 
aum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Of  the  settlers  twafity* 
two  were  lately  discharged  from  the  marine  service,  and  the 
ittoaaioder  were  convicts;  some  of  the  latter,  whose  terms  of 
transportation  had  expintd,  bad  chosen  Norfolk  Island  to  settle 
ia,  and  others  were  sent  to  be  employed  for  the  public. 

This  ship,  with  the  Admiral  Barrington  for  India,  sailed  on 
the  6th,  and  the  Salamander  and  Britannia  on  the  7tb.  By 
these  ships  the  colony  lost  some  useful  people  whom  it  could 
iU  spare ;  but  who^  their  terms  of  tmnspcMtation  having  ex- 
piredi  would  not  be  induced  to  remain  in  the  settlement,  add 
^eould  not  be  prevented  from  quittiog  it. 
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MaiDj  coDvids  were  at  this  .time  nuMing,  bttringileseneAin 
order  to  walk  to  China  1  Sevend  after  lingeriDg  a  long  tim^ 
and  existing  merely  on  roots  and  wild  benies,  perished  miae- 
rably.  Two  of  these  wretehcs^  at  the  time  of  their  absconding, 
met  a  convict  in  their  way,  not  fiur  from  the  new  grounds^ 
wdbom  they  robbed  of  bb  pvovisions,  and  beat  in  so  cruel  a 
■lannery  that,  after  languishing  for  some  time,  he  died.  He 
described  their  persons  and  mentioned  their  names,  with  the 
pcecise  circumstances  attending  their  treatment  of  him;  and 
it  was  hoped  that  they  would  have  lived  to  return,  and  receive 
tibe  reward  of  their  crime ;  but  one  of  their  companions,  who 
aorvived  them,  bvought  in  an  acoouot  of  their  having  mise  rably 
ended  a  widced  exbtence  in  the  woods. 

Several  people  at  Parmmatta,  some  of  whom  were  at 
labour,  apparently  in  health,  died  in  four-aod^twenty  hours. 
«— An  extraordinary  circumstance  attended  the  death  of 
one  poor  creature,  though  it  certainly  was  not  the  cause  of  it : 
while  dragging  with  others  at  a  brick  cart,  be  was  seized  with 
a  faintkig  fit,  and  when  he  recovered  was  laid  down  under  a 
ovt  which  stood  in  the  load,  that  he  might  be  in  the  shade.-— 
Being  weak  and  iU,  he  fell  asleep.  On  waking,  and  feelit^ 
aoanetbing  tight  about  his  neck,  he  put  up  his  hand,  when,  to 
bis, amazement  and  horror,  he  grasped  the  fdds  of  a  large 
snake  which  had  twined  itself  round  his  neck.  In  endeavour- 
ing to  disengage  it,  the  animal  bit  him  by  the  lip,  which  be- 
came instantly  tumid.  Two  men,  passing  by,  took  off  the 
snake  and  threw  it  on  the  ground,  when  it  ei^ected  itself,  and 
flew  at  one  of  them ;  but  they  soon  killed  it.  The  man  who 
had  fainted  at  the  eart  died  the  next  morning,  not,  however, 
from  any  effect  of  the  bite  of  the  snake,  but  fiom  general 
debility. 

On  the  i4th  of  February  the  signal  was  made  for  a  sail* 
and  shortly  after  the  Pitt,  Captain  Edward  Manning,  anchor- 
ed in  the  oove  from  England,  having  sailed  on  the  17th  of 
July  from  Yarmouth  Roads,  and  had  rather  a  long  passage, 
touching  at  St.  Jago,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
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Hope.  She  had  on  board  Francis  Grose,  Esq.  the  Lieute- 
nant-governor of  the  settlements,  and  Major-commandant  of 
the  New  South  Wales  corps ;  one  company  of  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  adjutant,  came  out  with  him. 

Thb  vessel  brought  Out  three  hundred  and  nine  male,  and 
forty-nine  female  convicts,  five  children,  and  seven  free 
women,  with  salt  provisions  calculated  to  serve  that  number 
of  people  ten  months,  but  which  would  only  furnish  the  colony 
with  provisions  for  forty  days.  The  supply  of  provisions  was 
confined  to  salt  meat,  under  the  idea  that  the  colony  was  not 
in  immediate  want  of  flour,  and  that  a  supply  had  been  sent 
from  Culcutta,  which,  together  with  what  had  been  procured 
from  Batavia,  that  which  had  been  sent  from  ELngland,  and 
the  grain  that  might  have  been  raised  in  the  settlements^ 
would  be  adequate  to  their  consumption.  The  dispatches,, 
however,  which  had  been  forwarded  frx>m  Port  Jackson  by  the 
Justinian  in  July  17^>  having  been  received  by  the  Secretary 

.  of  State,  what  appeared  from  those  communications  to  be 
necessary  for  the  colony  were  to  be  sent  in  one  or  more  ships 

.  to  be  dispatdied  in  the  autunm,  vrith  an  additional  number  of 
convicts,  and  the  remaining  company  of  the  new  corps.^ 
A  sloop  in  frame,  of  the  burthen  of  forty-4>ne  tons,  was  sent 
out  in  the  Pitt ;  to  make  room  for  which,  several  bales  of 
clothing,  and  many  useful  articles,  were  obliged  to  be  excluded. 
The  Pitt  brought  in  many  of  her  convicts  sick ;  and  several 
of  her  seamen,  with  fifteen  soldiers  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  had  died  shortly  after  her  leaving  St.  Jago,  owing  to  her 
having  touched  there  during  an  unhealthy  season. 

On  the  13th  died  Mr  David  Burton,  of  a  gun-shot  wound. 
This  young  man,  on  account  of  the  talents  that  he  possessed 
as  a  botanist,  and  the  services  which  he  was  capable  of  render- 
ing in  the  surveying  line,  could  but  very  ill  be  spared  in  the 
settlement  His  loss  was  occasioned  by  one  of  those  accidents 
which  so  frequently  happen  to  persons  who  are  inexperienced 
in  the  use  of  fire*arms. 
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The  weather,  ftom  the  coitunencement  of  the  month,  had 
been  extremely  bad;  heavy  storms  of  wind  and  rain  having 
generally  prevailed  until  the  ISth,  when  fair  wither  succeed- 
ed. At  Parramatta  the  gale  had  done  much  damage;  several 
huts,  which  were  built  in  low  situations,  were  rendered  almost 
inaccessible,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  wattled  huts  suffered 
very  much.  A  large  portion  of  the  cleared  ground  was  laid 
under  water,  and  such  com  as  had  not  been  reaped  was  beaten 
down.  At  Sydney  the  effects  of  the  storm,  though  it  had 
been  equally  violent,  were  not  so  severe.  Most  of  the  houses, 
indeed,  were  rendered  damp,  and  had  leaks  in  different  parts ; 
and  seeds  which  bad  been  recently  sown  were  washed  out  of 
the  ground.  In  the  woods  it  had  raged  with  much  violence ; 
the  people  employed  to  kill  game  declared  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  walk  in  the  forests  ;  and  the  ground,  covered  with  huge 
limbs  or  whole  trunks  of  trees,  confirmed  the  truih  of  their 
report. 

At  this  time  a  reduction  took  place  in  the  nitk)n.  Three 
pounds  of  flour,  and  two  pounds  of  maize,  with  four  pounds 
of  pork,  were  served  to  each  man ;  and  three  pounds  of  flour, 
and  one  pound  of  mam,  with  four  pounds  of  pork,  to  each 
woman.    The  children  received  the  usual  pioportk>n. 

The  mortality  during  tlus  month  had  been  extremely 
great.  Distressing  as  it  was,  however,  to  see  the  poor 
wretches  daily  dropping  into  the  grave,  it  was  far  more  af- 
flicting to  observe  the  countenances  and  emaciated  persons 
of  many  who  remained,  soon  to  follow  their  miaeiable  compa- 
nions. Every  step  was  taken  that  could  be  devised  to  save 
them;  a  fishery  was  established  at  Ae  south-head,  exclu- 
sively for  the  use.  of  the  sick.  The  game  killed  by  the  people 
who  were  employed  by  individuals  were  given  up  fot  the 
use  of  the  hospital ;  and,  to  stimulate  them  to  exertion,  a  re- 
ward was  offered  according  to  their  success. 

The  weakest  of  the  convicts  were  excused  finom  all  kinds  of 
hard  labour;  but  it  was  not  hard  labour  that  destroyed  them; 
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it  was  an  entire  want  of  strength  in  the  constitution,  and 
whicli  nothing  but  proper  nourishment  could  repair. 

This  dreadful  mortality  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  con- 
victs who  had  arrived  in  the  last  year;  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty *two  male  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Queen  trans- 
port from  Ireland,  fifty  only  were  living  at  the  b^inning  of 
May.  The  robberies  which  were  every  day  and  night  com- 
mitted were  also  nearly  confined  to  this  cla^s  of  the  convicts ; 
and  the  wretches  who  were  concerned  in  the  commission  of 
them  were  in  general  too  weak  to  receive  a  punishment  ade- 
quate to.  tlieir  crimes.  Their  universal  plea  was  hunger; 
which,  though  it  could  not  be  contradicted,  imperious  neces^ 
sity  deprived  of  its  due  weight,  and  frequently  compelled 
-punishment  to  be  inflicted  when  pity  was  the  prevailii^  sen 
timent. 

In  addition  to  the  depredations  of  their  own  people,  the  na- 
tives had  been  some  time  suspected  of  stealing  the  com  at  the 
settlements  beyond  Paramfitta.  On  the  18th  of  May  a  party 
<tf  the  tribe  inhabiting  the  woods,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or 
sixteen,  was  observed  a»ning  out  of  a  hut  at  the  middle  set- 
tlement, dressed  in  such  clothing  as  they  fouad  there,  and 
taking  with  them  a  quantity  of  com  in  nets.  The  pecson  who 
saw  them  imagined  at  first  from  their  appeaianoe  that  they 
were  convicts;  but  perceiving  one  of  them  preparing  to  throw 
a  spear  at  him,  he  levelled  his  piece,  which  was  loaded  with 
small  shot,  and  fired.  The  native  instantly  dropped  his  spear, 
and  the  whole  party  ran  away,  leaving  behind  them  the  net» 
with  the  corn,  some  blankets,  and  one  or  two  spears,  it  was 
supposed  diat  the  native  was  wounded ;  for  in  aiew  d^jfs  in- 
formation was  received  irom  Paramatta,  that  ^  convict  had 
been  murdered,  or  rather  butchered  by  some  o£  the  natives* 
When  the  body  was  found,  it  was  not  quite  cold»  and  had  at 
least  thirty  spear^wounds  in  it.  Hie  head  was  cut  in  several 
places,  and  most  of  the  teeth  were  knocked  out.  They  had 
taken  his  clothing  and  provisions,  and  the  provisions  of  ano- 
ther man  which  he  was  canying  out  to  him.    The  natives 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  m 

with  whom  they  had  intercourse  said,  that  this  murder  was 
committed  by  some  of  the  people  who  inhabited  the  woods, 
atid  wns  done  probably  in  revenge  for  the  shot  that  was  fired 
at  the  natives  iVho  spme  time  before  were  stripping  the  hut. 

The  following  were  the  prices  of  grain  and  other  articles, 
as  tfaejr  were  sold  during  the  month  of  May,  at  Sydney : — 
Fttmr  from  6d.  to  Is,  per  lb. — Maize  per  bushell  12s.  6d.  to 
15s. — Laying  hens  from  7s.  to  lOs.  each — Cocks  for  killing 
firom  4s.  to  7s.  each — ^Eggs  3&  per  dozen — ^Fresh  pork  Is.  per 
lb. — ^Potatoes  3d.  per  lb. — Good  cabbages  Id.  each^ — Greens 
6d.  per  dozen — Sows  in  pig  41.  10s.  to  61.  6s. — Sows  that 
were  not,  from  3l.to4l.4sw — Growing pi^  from  11.  to  21. 
10s.  each — Suckihg  pigs  lOs.  each. — ^Moist  svtg^  from  Is. 
6d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.— Tea  per  lb.  froon  163.  to  IL  13s.~ 
Coffee  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.— -Salt  pork  per  lb.  from  8d.  to  9d. 
— -Tobacco,  Brazil,  per  lb.  from  3s.  to  5s. — ^So^p  from  Is.  6d. 
to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. — Cheese  firom  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  lb. 

On  the  20th  of  Jane,  to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  di  ranks 
of  people  in  the  setflement,  the  Atlantic  storesfaip  anchored 
in  the  oove^  with  a  caigo  of  rice,  soujfee,  and  dholl,  from  Cal- 
cutta. She  liad  been  much  longer  performing  her  voyage' 
than  was  eiqiected,  owing  to  soite  d^lay  in  procuring  the  ar- 
ticles required,  and  to  her  having  besides  met  with  much  bad 
wtoher,  and  some  heavy  gAes  of  wind.  She  brought  two 
bulls  and  a  cow  of  the  Bengal  breeds  together  with  twenty 
sheep  and  twenty  gtntts.  The  diiierent  species  of  provisions 
which  had  been  reived  by  this  ship  were  not  muc^  esteem- 
ed by  the  people.  The  fkmr  or  soigee,  firom  their  not  know- 
ing the  proper  mode  of  preparing  it  for  bread,  soon  became 
sour.  The  pease  were  complained  of  as  boiling  hard;  and 
the  rice  was  found  to  be  fiill  of  husks.  Some  pork  also,  of 
i^ch  eight  casks  had  been  sent  as  an  experiment,  was,  on 
bring  issued,  found  to  he  for  tiie  most  part  putrid.  These 
circumstances,  togeAer  with  die  extreme  minuteness  of  the 
fieiigal  breed  of  cattle,  excited  a  general  hope  in  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  setOements  that  they  might  not  be  left  to  dc- 
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pendonthat  country  for  supplies.  To  the  parent  country 
every  one  anxiously  looked  for  speedy  and  substantial  assist- 
ance ;  and  day  after  day  was  passed  in  the  fruitless  hope  that 
the  morrow  would  come  accompanied  with  the  long-wished- 
for  arrival  of  ships.  This  anxiety  and  expectation  remained 
till  the  26th  of  July,  when  the  long-looked-for  signal  was 
made,  and  in  a  few  hours  after  the  Britannia  storeship,  Mr 
William  Raven  master,  anchored,  after  a  passage  of  twenty- 
three  weeks  from  Falmouth.  This  was  the  lirst  of  three  ships 
that  were  to  be  dispatched  hither,  having  on  board  twelve 
months'  clothing  for  the  convicts,  four  months'  flour,  am^ 
eight  months'  beef  and  pork  for  every  description  of  persons 
in  the  settlements,  at  full  allowance,  calculating  their  num- 
bers at  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  On  the 
day  foUowing  her  arrival  the  ration  was  directed  to  be  in- 
creased. 

Thus  hq)pily  was  the  colony  once  more  put  upon  some- 
thing like  a  full  ration  of  provisions ;  a  change  that  may  be 
well  supposed  to  have  given  universal  satisilEiction,  more  par- 
ticularly as  at  the  arrival  of  the  Britannia  there  was  in  the 
public  store  no  more  than  twenty-four  days'  salt  provision,  at 
the  ration  then  issued.  A  delay  of  one  month  in  h^  voyage 
must  have  placed  the  colony  in  a  state  that  would  have  ex- 
cited the  commberation  of  its  greatest  encaoiies.  But  with 
this  new  ration  all  entertained  new  hopes,  and  trusted  that 
their  future  labours  would  be  crowned  with  success,  and  that 
the  necessity  of  sending  out  supplies  from  the  mother-coun- 
try, until  the  colony  would  support  itself  without  assistance, 
would  have  become  so  evident  ftom  die  frequency  of  their 
distresses,  tliat  the  historian  would  no  more  have  to  fill  his 
page  with  comparisons  between  what  they  might  have  been 
and  what  they  at  this  rime  were ;  to  lament  the  non-arrival  of 
supplies ;  nor  to  paint  the  miseries  and  wretchedness  which 
had  ensued ;  but  be  enabled  to  adopt  a  language  to  whiefa  he 
might  truly  be  said  to  have  been  hitherto  a  stranger,  and  paint 
the  glowing  prospects  of  a  golden  harvest^  the  triumph  of  a 
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well-fiUed  store,  and  the  coosequent  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  settlements. 

On  the  17th  of  August  die  Britannia  was  cleared,  and  db- 
charged  from  government  employ;  but,  a  deficiency  appear- 
ing in  the  weight  of  the  salt  provisions  delivered  from  that 
ship,  a  survey  was  immediately  ordered ;  and  it  appeared 
from  the  report  of  the  persons  employed  to  conduct  it,  that 
the  casks  of  beef  were  deficient,  on  an  average,  thirty-six 
pounds  and  one*third,  and  the  tierces  twenty-one  pounds  and 
one-third.  It  also  appeared,  that  the  meat  was  lean,  coarse, 
and  boney,  and  worse  than  they  had  ever  seen  issued  in  his 
Majesty's  service.  A  deception  of  this  nature  was  of  course 
more  severely  felt  in  that  country,  as  its  inhabitants  had  but 
lately  experienced  a  change  from  a  most  scanty  ration  of  salt 
provisions;  and  every  ounce  lost  was  of  importance,  as  the 
supply  had  been  calculated  on  a  supposition  of  each  cask 
containing  its  full  weight. 

During  the  same  month,  the  Governor  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  issue  some  regulations  to  be  observed  by  those  con* 
vlcts  whose  sentences  of  transportation  had  expired.  Of  those 
at  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  who  had  ftilfilled  the  sentence  of 
the  law,  by  far  the  greater  part  8]gnifie4  their  intention  of  re- 
turning to  England  by  the  first  opportunity;  but  the  getting 
away  from  the  colony  was  now  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  as 
it  was  understood  that  a  clause  was  to  be  inserted  in  all  future 
contracts  for  shipping  for  that  country,  subjecting  the  masters 
to  oertain  penalties,  on  certificates  being  received  of  their 
having  brought  away  any  convi43ts  or  other  persons  without 
the  Governor's  p«inission;.and  as  it  was  not  probable  that 
many  of  them  would,  on  their  return,  refrain  fix>m  the  vices 
or  avoid  the  society  of  those  companions  who  had  been  the 
cause  of  their  transportation  to  that  country,  not  many  could 
obtain  the  sancdon  of  the  Governor  for  their  return,  unless 
indeed  they  had  well  entitled  themselves  to  such  indulgence 
fcy  praise-worthy  conduct  during  their  residence  in  the  colony. 

On  the  30th  of  September  the  Britannia  sailed  for  Dusky 
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Bay  in  New  Zealand;  and  the  same  night  the  Atlantic  re* 
turned  from  Norfolk  Island,  after  safely  landing  her  cargo. 
By  her  they  learned,  that  the  expectations  which  had  been 
formed  of  the  crops  at  that  place  had  been  too  sangtdne  ; 
bm  that  their  salt  provisions  lasted  very  well.  Govemok'  King, 
iiowever,  wrote  that  the  crops  then  in  the  ground  promised 
f&vourably,  aldiough  he  woidd  not  venture  to  speak  decidedly, 
as  they  were  very  much  annoyed  by  the  gnib.  He  said  the 
convicts  wore  a  very  unhealthy  cadaverous  appearance; 
owittg,  it  was  supposed,  not  only  to  spare  diet,  but  to  th6  fa- 
tigue consequetit  oA  their  so  continually  traversing  the  wood§ 
to  Mount  Pitt,  by  night,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  sotne 
slender  Addition  to  their  ration^  instead  of  reposing  after  the 
labours  of  the  day.  The  governor  having  discovered  diat  the 
island  aboiitaded  with  that  Valihable  article  lime-stc«ie,  Was 
bulling  a  Convenient  house  for  his  own  residence,  and  turn- 
ing his  attention  to  the  construction  of  permancint  store- 
houses, bamicks,  and  other  necessary  buildings. 

On  board  the  Atlantic  canle  sbcty-two  persons  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  among  Whom  wene  several  whose  terms  of  trans- 
portation had  expired;  thirteen  ofienders;  and  nine  marine 
settlers^  who  had  ^ven  up  the  hoe  and  the  spade,  and  returned 
to  embrace  once  more  a  life  to  which  they  certainly  were, 
from  long  hdrit,  better  adiqpted  than  to  that  of  independent 
settl^r^.  They  gave  up  their  estate,  and  returned  to  Sydney 
to  enter  as  soldiers  in  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 

Very  few  of  die  convicts  at  Norfolk  Island,  whose  terms  of 
transportation  had  exf>}red,  were  found  desirous  of  becoming 
permanent  s^nleri;  the  sole  object  with  the  greater  part  of 
them  appearing  to  be,  that  of  taking  ground  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  by  the  sale  of  the  produce  a  sum  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  pay  for  their  passages  to  Enjgland.  The  settler  to 
benefit  that  cotony,  the  bonaJUe  settler,  who  should  be  a 
man  of  some  property,  muiftt  go  thither  from  Bngland;  he  is 
not  to  be  looked  for  amOng  discharged  soMiers,  ship-wredced 
seamen,  or  quondam  coiiviots.    Till  sudh  have  arrived  in  New 
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South  WalciSy  th^  historiaoi  ^  have  liule  to  detail  of  plenti- 
ful hajrve^ts  or  li^ell  Qultj^vated  l^nids  |  oor  mi«st  be  pcesume 
to  c^cide  Qtk  the  cfqpabiUti^  of  the  couptry  in  qiiestioo. 

On  the  3d  of  Qctober  thj^  Qritim&ia  rented  for  the  Qape  of 
Good  Hope ;  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  hav- 
ing engaged  the  q^aster  to  proceed  thither^  ^nd  return  on  their 
account  with  a  freight  of  c^^tle,  and  such  articles  as  were  not 
to  be  foiuid  in  the  public  store^  but  which  would  greatly  tend 
to  the  coxnfort  of  theniselves  ^d  their  soldiers.  Tbe  master 
was  to  receive  2000/.  for  the  use  of  his  ship ;  and  eleven  shares 
of  200/.  e^ph  were  subscribed  to  pfurchase  the  stock  and  otber 
articles.  Previous  to  ^r  departi^rie  the  JRoyal  Adoind  East 
Indiaman  anchored  in  the  cove  from  Engl^,  whence  she 
had  sailed  on  the  30th  of  Ad <^«  Her  passi^  frpfn  the  Cap^ 
of  Good  Hope  was  the  n^o^t  rapid  Ijhat  had  eyer  b^m  made, 
being  only  five  weeks  and  three  day3  fropn  pprt  to  port.  On 
board  of  this  ship  came  stores  and  provisions  i^  the  colonyi 
and  one  serjeant  witli  twenty  private^  pf  th?  V^  South  Wales 
corps;  ap^sonto  be  eipployed  in  the  cultiv^on  of  the 
country;  anpther  as  a  master  n^illj^r;  ai^dathirda  master 
carpenter;  together  with  two  hundred  and  ^hty*Ain<$  m«l«f 
and  forty *seven  female  ocpvicts.  She  brqugbl  i^  i^Ai  hex  $. 
fever,  whidh  had  been  much  abated  by  th^  ei^tiienje  Sitf  eotion 
paid  by  Captain  Bond  and  his  officer^  to  cleai^in^ss,  thajt  great 
preservative  of  health  on  bpaicd  ships^  and  to  provid^ig  thqa^ 
who  were  ill  with  comforts  and  neces^ies  beyond  what 
were  alk;>wed  Soar  their  use  dupng  the  p^^s^gp.  Of  thrjae 
hundred  male  convicts  which  she  received  qp  bf)^^^^  tep  only 
died. 

At  Sydney  and  Parramatta  shops  were  opened  for  the  ^e 
of  tbe  articles  of  private  trade  brought  out  by  the  Royal  Ad- 
miral^ and  a  licence  was  given  for  the  sale  of  poller;  but^ 
under  the  cover  of  this,  spirits  found  their  way  among  the 
people^  and  much  intoxication  was  the  consequence.  Seve- 
ral of  the  settlers,  breaking  out  from  the  restraint  to  which 
they  had  been  subject,  conducted  themselves  with  the  great- 
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est  imptopriety.  The  iDdulgence,  which  was  intended  by 
the  Governor  for  their  benefit,  was  most  shamefully  abused ; 
and  what  he  suffered  them  to  purchase  with  a  view  to  their 
iuture  comfort,  was  retailed  among  themselves  at  a  scanda- 
lous profit;  several  of  the  settlers'  houses  being  at  this  time 
literally  nothing  else  but  porter-^iouses,  where  rioting  and 
dninkeoness  prevailed  as  long  as  the  means  remained. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  October  the  ccHivicts  received  a 
general  serving  of  clotlnng,  and  other  necessary  articles.  To 
each  male  were  issued  two  frocks  made  of  coarse  and  unsub- 
stantkii  Osnaburgs,  in  which  there  were  seldom  found  mcxre 
than  three  weeks'  wear;  two  pair  of  trowsers  made  of  the 
same  slight  materials  as  the  firodks^  one  paur  of  yam  stock- 
ings; one  hat;  one  pair  of  shoes;  one  pound  of  soap;  and 
three  needles ;  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  thread,  and  one  comb. 

The  females  received  each  one  cloth  petticoat ;  one  coarse 
shift;  one  pair  of  shoes;  otfe  pair  of  yam  stockings;  one 
pound  of  soap;  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  thread;  two  ounces 
ofpms;  six  needles;  one  thimble;  andonepair  ofscksar?. 

On  the  1st  of  November  the  Philadelphia  brigantine,  Mr 
Thomas  Patrickson  master,  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  firom  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  a  cargo  consisting  chiefly  of  American  beef, 
wine,  ram,  gin,  some  tobacco,  pitch,  and  tar.  ITie  governor 
directed  the  commissary  to  purchase  such  part  of  her  cargo  as 
he  thought  was  immediately  wanting  in  the  cc^ony;  and  five 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  baitels  of  American-'Cured  beef,  uith 
twenty-seven  barrels  of  pitch  and  tar,  were  teken  into  store; 
the  expence  of  which  amounted  to  2629  /.  1  Is. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  long  voyage  which  Captain  Pa- 
trickson had  had,  his  speculation  did  not  prove  very  disadvan- 
tageous to  him.  Much  of  that  part  of  his  cargo  which  was 
not  taken  by  government,  was  disposed  of  among  the  officers 
and  others  of  the  settlement ;  and  the  governor  hired  bis  ves- 
sel to  take  provisions  to  Norfolk  Island,  giving  him  150/.  for 
the  run. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOU^W  WALES.  07 

Od^efddof  that  0K»di  duree 'HaisantB  ^  4sinsii€»pation 
passed  the.sail^'tbe  territory^  one  of  .which  wm  kr  favour 
of  41  man  who,  jniiatevar  moght  hanr  bean  his  oondoct  when 
At  laige  m  society,  iuid  in  tiiat  coudby  not  only  demeaned 
himself  mth. strict  profiudetyybnt  had  rendered  essMitial  aer- 
vices^to  the.cQlonyrT-'4(jeoq^  BaningtoD^  He  came  out  in 
4he  Active,  and  had  on  .his  anival  been  placed  by  the  Gover- 
nor in  a  situalion  at  Tcmgabbee,  .vidiich  was  likely  to  attract 
the  .envy  and  hatsed  of  the  convicts^  in  proportion  aa  be 
maght  .be  vigilant  and  inflexible^  He  was  first  placed  as  a 
Aibordinate,  and  .shcNtly  after  as  a  principal  watchman ;  in 
-which  situation  he  was  diligent^  sober,  and  impartial ;  and 
-had  rendered  .himself  so  .eminently  serviceable,  that  the  go- 
vernor had  lesolved  to  dtaw  him  finom  the  line  of  convicts ; 
and,  with  the  instrument  of  his  emancipation,  he  received  a 
gooit  of  thirty  acres  of  land.  He  was  afterwards  sworn  in  a 
peace«^fficer.  Here  was  not  only  a  reward  for  past  good 
conduct,  but  an  excitement  to  a  continuance  of  it;  and  Bar- 
rington  found  himself,  through  the  Governor's  liberality, 
thmigh  not  so  absolutely  free  as  to  return  to  England  at  his 
own  pleasuiae,  yet  ^enjoying  die  immunities  of  a  free  man,  a 
j^ettier,  and  a.civil.afficer,iin  whose  integrity  much  confidence 
jwas  placed. 

Onjthe  18di  .^  jKitty  ;tiBn8port  anchocsd  in  the  cove  from 
England,  oifkr  a  .circuitoiu  passage  of  thirfy*three  weeks, 
jrou9dby  .'the  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  .Cape  of  Good  Hope.  She 
hpd  pn  iboaffd  yiis^m  ;ahe  Jdst  sailed. thirty  female  and  ten  fe- 
imf|le,coni4cts ;  <b«it  boiog  obUgod  -to  put  back  to  Spithead, 
eight  of  her  ten  male  convicts  found  means  to  make  their 
^qipe. 

About  this  time  Governor  Philip  signified  a  determination 
cf  quittik^liis  ^ovefnment,  and  fetuming  to  England  in  the 
Atlantic.  Tothis  he  was  induced  by  pei^eiving  that  his 
heakh  ihoudy ,  grew  woese.  As  one  of  his  .last  aets  in  the 
settlement,  lie  ocdeced  .one /pound  of  floor  to  be  added  to  the 
Mttddy  jmtiqn^  making  ithiee  pouodb  of  that  article. 

N 
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The  detachment  of  marines  being  embarked.  Governor 
Phillip  quitted  the  charge  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted 
by  his  sovereign,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  he  had  mani- 
fested a  zeal  and  perseverance  that  alone  could  have  enabled 
Inm  to  surmount  the  natural  and  artificial  obstacles  which 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants  had  thrown  in  his  way. 

The  colony  had  now  been  established  within  a  few  weeks 
of  five  years ;  and  a  review  of  \riiat  had  been  done  in  cultiva- 
tion under  his  Excellency's  disection  in  that  time  cannot  more 
properly  be  introduced  than  at  the  close  of  his  government. 

An  accurate  survey  of  the  whole  ground  in  cultivation^ 
both  on  account  of  the  crown,  and  in  the  possession  of  indi- 
viduals, had  been  taken  by  the  surveyor-general,,  and  trans- 
mitted to  England  by  that  ship;  and  from  the  retium  which 
he  then  made,  the  following  particulars  were  extracted  :— 

Ground  in  CultwaHmij  IGth  Oct.  1792;— In  wheat  208f 
acres — ^In  barley  24 — ^In  maize  1186| — Garden  ground  121| 
— Ground  cleared  of  timber  162^>—— Total  number  of  acres. 
1703. 

The  stock  belonging  to  the  public  was  kept  at  Parramatta. 
It  consisted  of  three  bulls,  two  bull-calves,  fifteen  cows^  three 
calves,  five  stallions,  six  mares,  one  hundred  and  five  sheep^ 
and  forty-three  hogs.  Of  the  sheep  the  Governor  gave  to 
each  married  settler  one  ewe  ior  the  purpose  of  bleeding; 
and  to  others  he  gave  such  female  goats  as  could  be  q[>ared^ 

HUs  Excellency,  at  embarking  on  board  the  Atlantic,  wa» 
received  near  the  wharf  where  his  boat  was  lying,  by  Major 
Grose,,  at  the  head  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  who  paid 
him  as  he  passed  the  honours  due  to  his  rank  and  situation  m 
the  colony.  The  Atiantic  sailed  the  next  morning,  being  the 
11th  of  December. 

'  With  tiie  Governor  embarked,  voluntarily  and  dieerfnlly,^ 
two  natives  of  the  country  which  he  was  about  to  quit,  Ben- 
nilong  and  Yem-mer-ra-^wan-nie,  two  men  who  were  much 
attached  to  his  person,  and  who  withstood' at  tiie  moment  of 
their  departure  the  united  distress  of  their  wives^  and  the  dis- 
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mal  lamentations  of  their  friends,  to  accompany  him  to  Eng- 
land; a  place  which  they  well  knew  was  at  a  great  distance 
from^diem. 

On  board  the  Atlantic  likewise  went  various  specimens  of 
the  natural  productions  of  the  countiy,  timber,  plants,  ani- 
mals, and  birds.  Among  the  animals  were  four  fine  kangoo- 
roos,  and  several  native  dogs. 


CHAP.  xni. 

Natives— Stature  and  Appearance — ^Habitations — Mode  of  Living— 
Courtship  and  Marriage — Customs  and  Manners — Government — 
Ideas  of  Property — ^Religion— -Superstition— Diseases— -Funeral  Ce- 
remonies—Dispositions, &c. 

In  the  preceding  narrative  it  will  be  seen,  that  after  many 
untoward  occurrences,  and  a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  that 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  natives  which  had  been  so  ear- 
nestly desired  was  at  length  established ;  and  having  never 
been  materially  interrupted,  diese  remote  islanders  frequently 
visited  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  in  considerable  numbers, 
without  fear  or  restraint;  'acquiring  their  language;  readily 
falling  in  with  their  manners  and  customs ;  enjoying  the  com- 
forts of  their  clotfain^,  and  relishing  the  variety  of  their  food. 
Both  parties  thus  began  by  slow  degrees  to  understand  each 
other.  We  shall  therefore  offer  here  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
character  and  manners  of  the  native  tribes  adjoining  our  set- 
tlements, by  which  means  our  readers  will  be  better  able  to 
account  for  the  future  actions  of  this  singular  race. 

Very  few  men  or  women  among  them  can  be  said  to  be 
tall,  and  still  fewer  were  well  made.  At  one  time  a  dwarf,  a 
female,  appeared  among  them,  who,  when  she  stood  upright, 
measured  about  four  feet  two  inches :  none  of  her  limbs  were 
disproportioned,  nor  were  her  features  unpleasant ;  and  she 
had  a  child  at  her  back.    The  other  natives  seemed  to  make 

N  2 
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herah  object  of  th^  merrimeht.    In  g^errif  iddeed  akft^st 
UDiversfflly,  the  limbs  of  these  people  Were^stABll;  of  most  of 
them  the  arras,  legs,  and  thighs  were  very  thin.    This,  no* 
doubt^  is  owing  to  tlte  poorness  of  th6ir  Hvit^^  which  is  <5hi€8y 
oafish;  otherwi^  the  fineness  of  the  cliihate,  co-<qieratin^ 
with  the  exercise  which  tfaey  trit^  might  h^e  i^nd^rfed  th^B» 
more  muscular*    Those  who  live  on  fhe  wot-ebsBt  depend  eI^^ 
tirely  on  fish  for  their  sustenance;  while  the  few  who  dwell 
in  the  woods  subsist  on  such  animals  as  they  can  catch.    The 
very  labour  necessary  for  taking  these  animals,  and  the  scaiw 
tiness  of  the  supply,  keep  the  wood  natives  in  as  poor  a  con- 
dition as  their  brethren  on  die  coast.    It  has  been  remarked, 
that  these  natives  had  longer  arms  and  legs  tiian  those  who 
lived  about  Sydney*    This  mig^t  proceed  firom  their  bdAg 
compelled  to  climb  the  trees,  after,  bbney,  ttid  ffle  famHuai'^ 
mals  which  resort  to  them,  such  as  the  flying  squirrel  and 
oppossum,  wbidi  they  efifect  by  cutting  with  their  stods  Ifltt* 
chets  notches  in  the  bark  of  the  tree  of  a  sufficient  Stfdk  mA 
fiize  to  receive  the  ball  of  the  great  toe*    The  first  notch  b^ 
ing  cut^  the  (oe  is  placed  in  it;  and  while  the  left  ann  em*- 
braces  the  tree^  si  second  is  cut  aft  a  convenient  distance  to  re^ 
ceive  the  other  foot*    By  this  method  diey  tf^eebd  whh  astc^ 
nishing  quickness,'  alwiQrs  clinging  with  the  lefit  hand  and  iMf* 
ting  with  the  right,  resting  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  oa 
the  hall  of  either  foot*    One  of  the  gum  trees  was  observed 
by  a  party  on  an  excursion,  which  was  ju^^  to  be  about 
ow  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  which  had  Un&ti 
notched  by  the  natives  at  least  eighty  feet 

llie  features  of  many  of  these  people  were  far  from  un* 
pleasing,  particularly  of  the  women;  in  general,  the  black 
bushy  beards  of  the  men,  and  the  bone  or  rfied  which  they 
thrust  through  the  cartilage  of  the  nosei  tended  to  give  them 
a  disgusting  appearance ;  bnt  in  the  women^  that  feminine 
delicacy  which  is  to  be  found  among  white  people  was  to  be 
traced  even  upon  dieir  sable  cheeks;  and,  thoogh  entim 
atrangers  to  the  comforts  and  crniveuieiices  of  doddng^yet 
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thejr  fiOtt§ht  whb  a  oative  modesty  to  coifceal  by  attitude  ^hat 
the i9raBt  of  cov^kig  woitkl  otherwise  hav6  repealed:  bring- 
ii^  to^  ihe  recoUeetioii  of  tbode  who  observed  dienh^ 

"  The  bending  statue  which  enchants  the  worlct/* 

ikemf(ti  it  rtkn^t  ht  owbedy  thiit  th6  ^69eiliMafie«;  d^sist^d 
solely  in  the  (fdiildoil; 

Both  setHi  mt  iim  AiJfgilstlfig  pfdCftke  ctf  hibbiiig  fish  oil 
iiitb  thdr  sVm ;  MM  t^f  mi  ^1np€\U!d  t6  th»  a»  d  gtiard 
te^tSaal  ^  effiiai  of  tii^  ali^,  tM  of  inii§qmt6t^9,  and  fflds ; 
some  of  itKcK  m  m^y  Md  bHe  ^  s^iHA  nraeb  aet^ntf. 
]lutthfeoa,t6g^di^^tfi<Ml  {iedqp»^tiDii  fiott fh^ir bodies, 
jjToflii^-^  m  ^dl  ##a^f,*  &  mo^  IMoldnAle  sf ^teh.    Seine 
cimm  hire  Bei»i  s^^  iHtU  Ad  entrtdbl  df  iil^h  fryU^  m  m 
btff idng  sdn  iij^d  th<^  h^hOB^  dntil  fbe  oil  raii  dditm  met 
imi  fordMMi.    td  iifdif  hAti  b jr  Meto»  df  the  ydl6\^  gmn, 
tMt  lyfCeiitMffdittd^iH  of  die  kKd^doiM^  afid  i!ie  ]a#-. 
flMdi  of  a  hr^e  fish;  hamaii  Mtbi  pieces  df  #odd,  ftiathers  df 
birds,  the  ttti  of  tite  do^^  iliid  cdrtaiti  bdnes  t^en  odt  df  ±  fish, 
AM  uOXm  tenniffi  t^eft.    the  hittiVds  #tid  ioliabit  ihd  ^hore 
tf  Botttn)"  ]tejf  ffiVid^  ft^  hail'  Info  ^msill  {^afcdls,  ekc^  of 
t^BMl  ^  Mf  tdfcrtkef  #«»  ^tUl),  lUid  fofth  theM  Ifltb 
NnffRs  iftd  {h«  tmtm^  df  tt  riiop;    Oii  patticnttl:  otcftsion^ 
IB«y  dM«nWI  tte»^lV«§  Wkh  m  kta  whhfe  cbyi  u^ing  the 
fonner  when  preparing  f§  ifhU  thd  Mtfel"  for  thd  thot^  ^ed- 
f ttl  MiliMiMII  of  (ikMihg.    Thd  fiishicm  df  the%  liddnim^nts 
Wife  Itfl  flb  MM  ^rsM'i  ta§t«  |  i^d  tofiitf^  wheti  dSdotatdd  ill 
iMktHflmt fliWutf,  iMfeCd fdffkfdtl jr  bdi:tible.    Noihitig 
miM  afi]^»  tfOR  fefrtbte  fbttfi  il  bkdl  add  diMdl  hct,  With 
A  Utfge  tAHe  oK CM  drAWtl  IMdd  eftt^  e)^e^  MVed  lidd^  down 
4Ml|am^&i|liyind  1^1  8Dk»d  wMi  chequers  daubdd  and 
tiiieft  dfai#b  i^t^itfteh  fib  t  ^96  pfcis^nted  nio/k  9^ectte^lilte 
Sgftm*    Pr€«fiiis  to  M&tta  dAdce  or  a  deiMa^  Aidy  wdfe 
dkMiystoaiidbUisflyettiploytd  hi  tjies^  dece^s^  jMUmina- 
ff €*•    Bbdl  ttiite  ftl^  ctdftttdttttd  ^iTitll  ^eO^  upon  the  breii«ft» 
«niis,  and  back,  which  aft  dut  Witli  broken  pleeed  of  the  shell 
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that  they  use  at  the  end  of  the  throwing-stick.    By  their  keep 
ing  open  these  incisions,  the  flesh  grows  up  between  the  sides 
of  the  wound,  and  after  a  time,  skinning  over,  forms  a  hrge 
weal  or  seam. 

The  women  are  early  subjected  to  an  uncommon  mutila- 
tion of  the  two  first  j<Hnts  of  die  little  finger  of  the  left  hand* 
This  operation  is  performed  when  they  are  very  young,  and  is 
done  under  an  idea  that  these  joints  of  the  little  finger  are  in 
the  way  when  they  wind  their  fishing-lines  over  the  hand. 
Very  few  were  to  be  met  with  who  had  not  undergone  this 
ceremooy,  and  these  appeared  to  be  held  in  contempt. 

Few  deformities  of  person  were  noticed  among  them;  once 
or  twice  the  print  of  inverted  feet  have  been  found  on  the 
sand.  Round  shoulders  or  hump«backs  were  never  observed 
in  any  one  instance,  yet  no  women  could  be  more  inattentive 
to  their  young  than  diese  savages ;  frequent  instances  occur- 
red of  infants  rolling  into  the  fire,  and  being  dreadfully  bum^ 
while  their  mother  slept  beside  them;  indeed,  these  people 
are  extremely  difficult  to  awaken  when  once  asleep. 

Their  sight  is  peculiarly  fine ;  indeed,  their  esdstence  very 
often  depends  upon  the  accuracy  of  it ;  for  a  short-sighted 
man  (a  misfortune  unknown  among  them,  and  not  yet  intro- 
duced by  fashion,  nor  relieved  by  the  use  of  glass)  would 
never  be  able  to  defend  himself  from  their  spears^  which  are 
thrown  with  amazing  force  and  velocity. 

The  colour  of  these  people  is  not  in  all  cases  the  same : 
son^e  have  been  seen  who^  even  when  cleansed  from  the 
smoke  and  filth  which  were  always  to  be  found  on  their  per- 
sons, were  nearly  as  black  as  the  African  negro;  while  others 
have  exhibited  only  a  copper  or  Malay  colour.  The  natural 
covering  of  their  heads  is  not  wool,  as  in  most  other  black 
people,  but  hair;  this  was  particularly  remarked  in  Bennil- 
long  after  his  return  from  England,  where  some  attention  to 
his  dress  had  been  paid;  he  was  found  to  have  long  black 
hair :  black,  indeed,  was  the  general  colour,  though  some  few 
were  seen  to  have  it  of  a  reddish  cast 
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Their  noses  are  flat,  nostrils  wide,  eyes  much  sunk  in  the 
headj  and  covered  with  thick  eye-brows ;  in  addition  to  which, 
they  wear  tied  round  the  head,  a  net,  the  breadth  of  the  fore* 
head,  made  of  the  for  of  the  oppossum,  which,  when  wishing 
to  see  very  clearly,  they  draw  over  their  eye-brows,  thereby 
contracting  the  light.  Their  lips  are  thick,  and  the  mouth 
extravagantly  wide;  but  when  opened  discovers  two  rows  of 
white,  even,  and  sound  teeth.  Many  have  very  promment 
jaws. 

Their  habitations  are  as  rude  as  imagination  can  conceive. 
The  hut  of  the  woodman  is  made  of  the  bark  of  a  single  tree, 
bent  m  the  middle,  and  placed  on  its  two  ends  on  the  ground, 
affording  shelter  to  only  one  miserable  tenant.  These  they 
never  carry  about  with  ^m.  On  the  sea  coast  the  huts 
were  larger,  formed  of  pieces  of  bark  from  several  trees  put 
together  in  the  form  of  an  oven,  with  an  entrance,  and  large 
enough  to  hold  six  or  e%ht  people.  Their  fire  was  always  at 
the  mouth  of  the  hut,  rather  within  than  without ;  and  the  in- 
terior was  in  general  the  most  nasty  smoke-dried  place  that 
can  be  conceived.  Besides  these  bark  huts,  they  made  use 
of  excavations  in  the  rocks.  At  the  mouths  of  these  excava- 
tions was  noticed  aluxuriancy  of  soil;  and  on  turning  up  the 
ground,  it  was  found  rich  with  shells  and  other  manure. 
These  proved  a  valuable  resource  to  the  settlement;  as  many 
loads  of  shells  were  burnt  into  lime,  while  the  otlier  parts  were 
wheeled  into  the  gardens. 

In  their  huts  and  their  caves  they  lie  down  indiscriminately 
mixed,  men,  women,  and  children  together;  and  appear  to 
possess  lender  them  much  the  same  enjoyment  as  may  be 
supposed  to  be  found  by  the  brute  beast  in  his  den,  shelter 
fircnn  the  weather,  and,  if  not  disturbed  by  external  enemie.«i, 
the  comforts  of  sleep. 

The  extreme  soundness  with  which  they  sleep  invites  jea- 
lousy, or  revenge  for  other  wrongs,  to  arm  the  hand  of  the  as- 
aassin.  Many  instances  of  this  occurred ;  one  of  which  was 
rendered  remarkable  by  the  murderer  first  taking  a  sleeping 
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io£EaiAfi»mdieanxispf  Che  lieither  whom  ii^  de- 

prixe  of  esistenee ;  the  MIA  he  Iwemght  to  Sydney  to  be  ta- 
ken  case  of. 

Being  themselves  sensible  of  the  danger  they  were  in  while 
«deep,  they  eagerly  ^sought  to  obtain  puppies  of  die  spaniel 
and  terrier  breojds  from  -the  settlers,  which  they  considered  as 
imraluable  guurdians  during  the  mght« 

The  DfLtlves  on  the  sea-coast^  and  who  are  the  most  known, 
have  little  other  support  than  fish.  Men^  women,  and  chil* 
jdren,  ase  employed  in  procuring  them ;  but  the  means  tised 
are  diflbrent  according ^o  the  sex  of  ihe  fisher;  die  menial^ 
iing^th^en'Widi  die  fiz-gig,  while  the  females  use  the  hook 
•and  line.  The£z-gig  is  made  of  the  wattle;  has  a  joint  in 
it,  fastened  1^  gum ;  Is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length, 
aqd  aoned  wiA  four  tefbed  prongs ;  die  barb  being  a  piece  of 
liODe  4wouiPed  by  gum. 

^Tbe  lines  used  hy^he  women  att  made  by  themselves  of 
die  badc4)f  a  mnafl  tree  which  dieyfind  in  the  neigfabomrfaood. 
Ibeir  hgoks  are  aaade  ^f  die  motfaor-of^pearl  oyster,  which 
.tbeyrab  chqi  a  stone  uadl  it  assumes  the  shape  diat  they  want 
Iliough  these  hooks  are  not  barbed,  they  catch  fish  widi  diem 
wSt^^^gneat  facility.  ^^  We  have  sometimes  seen  (says  Captain 
Hunter),  in  fine  weadier,  a  man  lying  across  a  canoe,  with 
his  iace  in  4he  water,  and  his  fiz-gig  immersed,  ready  for  dart- 
ing: in  ^fis  manner  he  lies  inotionless,  and  by  hk  face  being 
a  little  under  the  surface,  he  can  see  -die  /fish  distmedy ;  but 
'WidEe  his  eyes  above,  the  tr^nulous  motion  of  the  surfece,  oc- 
4^asioG^  hf  eveiy  ligl^  air  of  mnd,  wo^  ^event  his  sight : 
in  dus  manner  t^ey  «ti^  at  4be  •Stk  with  so  mudh  cotainty, 
that  ^h^  eeldom  miss  their  aim.  The  women  are  thiefly 
^en^leyiedin^he  conoes,«widi  lines  and  hookfr;  4he  £nes  ap- 
pear to  be  manufactured  from  the  bark  ^^mrious -trees  winch 
W4  fbundhiiiie,  of  a  tougheiringy  nature, -and  w4(ieh,  i^er  be- 
ing beaten  between  two^sloiies  for  sometime^  heoomes  very 
jpuich  like,  and  4)f  <he  6ame  ^lour  as  a  quanti^  of  oakum, 
m^de  fremoidd-ope.:  tbis4hey6pin^aad  twv»tintotwo^ilmndji: 
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Jn  fact,  I  never  saw  a  line  with  more  than  two.  Their  hooks 
are  commonly  made  from  the  inside  of  difierent  shells,  or  mo- 
ther-of-pearl ;  the  talons  of  birds,  such  as  those  of  hawks, 
they  sometimes  make  this  nse  of;  but  the  former  are  consi- 
dered as  best.  In  this  necessary  employment  of  fishing,  we 
frequently  saw  a  woman  with  two  or  three  children  in  a  mi- 
serable boat,  the  highest  part  of  which  was  not  six  inches 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  washing  almost  in  the  edge  of 
a  sur^  which  would  frighten  an  old  seaman  to  come  near,  in  a 
good  and  manageable  vessel.  The  youngest  child,  if  very 
small,  lies  across  the  mother's  lap,  from  whence,  although 
she  is  fully  employed  in  fishing,  it  cannot  fall  5  for  the  boat 
being  very  shallow,  she  sits  in  the  bottom,  with  her  knees  ytp 
to  her  breast,  and  between  her  knees  and  body  the  child  lies 
perfectly  secure.  The  men  aho  dive  for  shell-fish,  which 
they  take  oflF  from  the  rocks  under  water;  we  frequently  saw 
them  leap  from  a  rock  into  the  surf  or  broken  water,  and  re- 
main a  surprizing  time  under :  when  they  rise  to  the  surface, 
whatever  they  have  gathered  they  throw  on  shore,  where  a 
person  attends  to  receive  it,  and  has  a  fire  ready  kindled  for 
cooking,  niey  have  no  other  method  of  dressing  their  food 
than  that  of  broiling.  Boiling  water  they  have  no  conception 
of,  for  when  one  of  the  boats  was  hauling  the  seine,  one  of 
the  sailors  had  put  a  pot  on  the  fire  ready  to  dress  some  fish, 
and  when  the  water  was  boiling  some  fish  were  put  in;  but 
several  natives,  who  were  near,  and  who  wished  to  have  more 
fish  than  had  been  given  them,  seeing  the  fish  put  into  the  pot, 
and  no  person  watching  them,  a  native  put  his  hand  into  the 
boiling  water  to  take  the  fish  out,  and  was  of  course  scalded, 
and  exceedingly  astonished." 

While  fishing,  the  women  sing.  In  their  canoes  they  al- 
ways carry  a  small  fire  laid  upon  sea-weed  or  sand,  with 
which,  when  desirous  of  eating,  they  dress  their  meal. 

The  woods,  exclusive  of  the  animals  which  they  occa- 
sionally find  in  their  neighbourhood,  afford  them  but  little  sus- 
tenancef;  a  few  berries,  the  yam  and  fern-root,  the  flowers  of 
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the  different  banksia,  and  at  times  some  honeyy  make  up  the 
whole  vegetable  catalogue. 

The  natives  who  live  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  margins  of 
rivers,  are  compelled  to  seek  a  different  subsistence,  and  are 
driven  to  a  harder  exercise  of  their  abilities  to  procure  it;  one 
instance  of  which  has  been  given  in  the  manner  of  their 
climbing  the  trees :  they  have,  besides,  a  laborious  method  of 
ensnaring  animals. 

These  wood  natives  make  a  paste  formed  of  the  fern-root 
and  the  ant  bruised  together;  iu  the  season,  they  also  add 
the  eggs  of  this  insect. 

How  will  the  refined  ear  of  gallantry  be  wounded  at  the 
reading  an  account  of  the  courtship  of  these  people !  It  has 
been  said,  that  there  was  a  delicacy  visible  in  the  manners  of 
.  the  females.  Is  it  not  shocking  then  to  think,  that  the  pre* 
lude  to  love  should  be  violence  ?  yet  such  it  is  in  their  coun- 
try, and  violence  of  the  most  brutal  nature.  These  unfortur 
nate  victims  of  lust  and  cruelty  (it  will  admit  of  no  better 
term),  are,  it  is  believed,  always  selected  from  the  women  of 
.  a.  different  tribe  from  that  of  the  males,  (for  they  ought  not  to 
be  dignified  with  the  title- of  men,)  and  with  whom  they  are 
at  enmity.  Secrecy  is  necessarily  observed,  and  the  poor 
wretch  is  stolen  upon  in  the  absence  of  her  protectors.  Be* 
ing  first  stupified  with  blows,  inflicted  with  clubs  or  wooden 
swords,  on  the  head^  back,  and  shoulders,  every  one  of  which 
is  followed  by  a  stream  of  blood,  she  js  then  dragged  through 
the  woods  by  one  arm,  with  a  perseverance  and  violence  that 
it  might  be  supposed  would  displace  it  from  its  socket.  The 
lover,  or  rather  ravisher,  is  regardless  of  the  stones  or  broken 
pieces  of  trees  which  may  lie  in  his  route,  being  ansious  only 
to  convey  his  prize,  in  safety,  to  his  own  party,  where  a  scene 
ensues  too  shocking  to  relate.  This  outrage  is  not  resented 
by  the  relations  of  tlie  female,  who  only  retaliate  by  a  similai* 
outrage  when  they  find  an  opportunity.  This  is  so  constantly 
the  practice  among  them,  that  even  the  children  make  it  a 
play-game  or  exercise.. 
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"The  women  thus  ravished  become  their  wives,  are  Incor- 
porated into  the  tribes  to  which  their  husbands  belong,  and 
but  seldom  quit  them  for  others. 

Many  of  the  men  do  not  confine  themselves  to  one  woman. 
Bennillong,  previous  to  his  visit  to  England,  was  possessed  of 
two  wives,  both  living  with  bim  and  attending  on  him  where- 
ever  he  went.  One,  named  Ba-rang-a-roo,  lived  with  bim  at 
the  time  he  was  seized  and  taken  a  captive  to  the  settlement ; 
and  before  her  death  he  had  brought  off  from  Botany  Bay,  by 
the  violence  before  described,  Go-roo-bar-roo-bool  lo ;  and 
she  continued  with  him  until  his  departure  from  England. 
It  was  understood  that  all  the  natives  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hawkesbury  had  two  wives ;  and  indeed,  on  the  whole,  more 
instances  were  known  of  plurality  of  wives  than  of  monoga- 
my. In  no  one  instance  had  tbey  been  observed  to  have 
diildren  by  both  women ;  and  in  general,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, the  two  females  were  always  jealous  of,  and  quarrelling 
with  each  other ;  though  it  was  understood,  that  the  first  wife 
claimed  a  priority  of  attachment,  and  an  exclusive  right  to  the 
conjugal  embrace ;  while  the  second  or  latter  choice  was 
compelled  to  he  ihe  drudge  and  slave  of  both. 

Chastity  was  a  virtue  in  which,  certainly,  neither  sex  prided 
themselves;  yet  the  females,  having dbcovered  that  the  white 
people  thought  it  shameful  to  be  seen  naked,  became,  at  least 
many  of  them,  extremely  delicate  and  reserved  in  this  respect 
when  before  them ;  but  when  in  the  presence  of  only  their 
own  people,  they  were  perfectly  indifferent  about  their  ap- 
pearance. 

During  the  time  of  parturition  these  people  sufler  none 
btttj  females  to  be  present.  War-re-weer,  Bennillong's  sis- 
ter, being  taken  in  labour  while  in  the  town,  an  opportunity 
offered  of  observing  them  in  that  critical  juncture ;  of  which 
some  of  the  women,  who  were  favourites  with  the  girt,  were 
desired  to  avail  themselves ;  and  from  them  were  obtained 
the  fcJlowing  particulars : — 

During  her  labour  one  female  was  employed  in  pouring 
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cold  water  from  time  to  time  on  the  abdomen,  while  aBOther, 
tying  the  end  of  a  small  line  round  War-re-weer's  neck,  with 
the  other  end  rubbed  her  own  lips  until  they  bled«  She  de- 
rived no  actual  assistance  from  those  about  her,  the  child 
coming  into  the  world  by  the  sole  effort  of  nature ;  neither  did 
any  one  receive  it  from  her ;  but  one  of  the  white  women 
divided  the  umbilical  cord  and  washed  the  child,  which  the 
mother  readily  permitted,  although  the  other  natives  strongly 
objected  to  it.    The  poor  creature  appeared  much  eiLhausted. 

Bennillong's  wife,  a  few  hours  after  she  had  beea  delivered 
of  a  child,  was  seen  walidng  about  alone  and  picking  up  sdcks 
to  mend  her  fire.  The  infimt,  whose  skin  appeared  to  have  a 
reddish  cast,  was  lying  in  a  piece  of  isoft  bark  on  the  ground. 

The  child  thus  produced  is  by  the  mother  carried  about  for 
some  days  on  a  piece  of  soft  bark,  and,  as  soon  as  it  acquires 
strength  enough,  is  removed  to  the  shouldeiB,  wh^e  it  szta 
with  Its  little  legs  across  her  neck;  and,  taught  by  necessity, 
soon  catches  hold  of  her  hair,  to  preserve  itself  from  filling. 

The  reddish  cast  of  tlie  skin  soon  gives  place  to  the  natural 
hue ;  a  change  that  is  much  assisted  by  the  smoke  and  dkt  in 
which,  from  the  moment  of  their  existence,  these  little 
wretches  are  nurtured*  The  parents  begin  early  to  decorate 
them  after  the  custom  of  the  country;  for  te  soon  as  the  \mt 
of  the  head  can  be  taken  hold  of,  fish  bones  and  teeth  of  ani- 
mals are  festened  to  it  with  gum.  White  clay  ornaments 
their  little  Kmbs;  and  the  females  sufier  the  extiaordinaiy 
amputation  which  they  term  Mal-gun  before  they  have  quit- 
ted their  seat  on  their  mother's  shoulders. 

At  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  old  the  child  receives  its 
name.  This  is  generally  taken.from  some  of  the  objects  cm- 
stantly  before  their  eyes,  such  as  a  bird,  a  beast,  or  a  fish,  and 
is  given  without  any  ceremony. 

From  their  earliest  infancy  the  boys  are  accustomed  to 
throwing  the  spear,  and  to  the  habit  of  defending  thenKe^ves 
from  it  They  begin  by  throwing,  reeds  at  each  other,  and 
aresoon  wry  expert.    They  also,  from  the  time  when  they 
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can  TUD,  until  prompted  by  manhood  to  r6ali2e  their  sports, 
amuse  themselves  with  stealing  the  females,  and  treat  them 
at  this  time  very  little  better  than  they  do  then. 

Between  the  ages  of  eight  and  sixteen,  the  males  and  fe* 
males  undergo  the  operation  which  they  term  Gna-noong, 
viz.  that  of  having  the  septum  of  the  nose  bored,  to  receive  a 
bone  or  reed,  which  among  them  is  deemed  a  very  great  (vna- 
ment,  though  the  articulation  is  frequently  rendered  very  im- 
perfect by  it.  Between  the  same  years  also  the  males  receive 
tiie  qualifications  which  arc  given  to  them  by  losing  one  front 
tooth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  ColKns,  several  years  Judge  Ad- 
vocate and  Secretary  of  the  colony,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
present  at  this  remarkable  ceremony.  Wf  will  detail  the 
most  interesting  circumstances  which  he  noted. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1 7^^^  the  natives  assembled  in  con-* 
siderabk  numbers,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  this  cere- 
mony I  as  ^veral  youths  well  known  in  the  settlement,  never 
having  submitted  to  the  operation,  were  now  to  be  made  men. 
Pe-muUwy,  a  wood  native,  and  many  strangers,  came  in ;  but 
the  principals  in  tlie  operation  not  being  arrived  from  Cam- 
mer-ray,  the  jnterioediate  nights  were  to  be  passed  in  dan- 
cing; for  wliicb  purpose  they  ware  ornamented  in  their  best 
manner,  and  certainly  displayed  a  variety  of  tastes.  One  waa 
painted  white  to  the  middle,  his  beard  and  eyebrows  excepted, 
others  were  distinguished  by  large  white  circles  round  the 
eyes,^hich  rendered  them  as  terrific  as  can  be  well  imagined. 
It  was  not  until  the  second  of  February  that  the  party  was 
complete.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  the  people  from  Cam- 
mer-niy  arrived,  among  whom  were  those  wfaa  were  to  per- 
finrm  the  operation.  They  were  painted  after  the  manner  of 
tiieir  country,  were  mostly  provided  with  shields,  and  all 
^mned  with  clubs,  spears,  and  throwing  sticks.  The  place 
aeketed  tor  this  extraordinary  exhibition  was  at  the  head  of 
Farm  Cove,  where  a  space  had  been  for  some  days  prqiared 
by  clearing  it  of  grass,  stumps,  &c;  it  was  an  oval  figure, 
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tlie  dimensioDS  of  it  27  feet  by  eighteen,  and  was  named 
Yoo-lahng. 

When  Colonel  Collins  reached  the  spo^  he  found  the  party 
from  the  North  Shore  armed,  and  standing  at  one  end  of  it ; 
at  the  other  were  the  boys  who  were  to  be  given  up  for  the 
purpose  of  losing  each  a  tooth,  with  their  several  friends  who 
had  accompanied  them. 

Tlie  ceremony  then  began.  The  armed  party  advanced 
from  their  end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  with  a  song  or  rather  a 
shout  peculiar  to  the  occasion,  clattering  their  shields  and 
spears,  and  raising  a  dust  with  their  feet  that  nearly  obscured 
the  objects  around  them.  On  reaching  the  children  one  of 
tiie  party  stepped  from  the  crowd,  and  seizing  his  victim  re- 
turned with  him  to  his  party,  who  received  him  with  a  shout 
louder  than  usual,  placing  him  in  the  midst,  where  he  seemed 
defended  by  a  grove  of  spears  from  any  attempts  that  his 
friends  might  make  to  rescue  him.  In  this  manner  the  whole 
were  taken  out,  to  the  number  of  fifteen ;  these  were  seated 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  each  holding  down  the 
head ;  his  hands  clasped,  and  his  legs  crossed  under  him.  In 
this  position,  aukward  and  painful  as  it  must  have  been,  it 
was  said  they  were  to  remain  all  night;  and,  until  the  cere- 
mony was  concluded,  they  were  neither  to  look  up  nor  take 
any  refreshment  whatsoever. 

The  Carrahdis  now  began  some  of  their  mystical  rites.  One 
of  them  suddenly  fell  upon  the  ground,  and,  throwing  him- 
self into  a  variety  of  attitudes,  accompanied  with  every  gesti- 
culation that  could  be  extorted  by  pain,  appeared  to  be  at 
leng^  delivered  of  a  bone,  which  was  to  be  used  in  the  en- 
suing ceremony.  He  was  during  this  apparently  painful  pro- 
cess encircled  by  a  crowd  of  natives,  who  danced  around  him, 
singing  vociferously,  while  one  or  more  beat  him  on  the' back- 
until  the  bone  was  produced,  and  he  was  thereby  freed  from 
his  pain. 

He  had  no  sooner  risen  from  the  ground,  exhausted,  droop-' 
ing,  and  bathed  in  sweat,  than  another  went  through  the  same 
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.  ceremonies,  and  ended  also  with  the  production  of  a  bone, 
with  which  he  had  prudently  provided  himself,  and  concealed 
it  in  a  girdle  that  he  wore.  By  these  mummeries  the  boys 
were  assured  that  the  ensuing  operation  would  be  attended 
with  little  pain,  and  that  the  mcnre  these  Carrahdis  suffered, 
the  less  would  be  felt  by  them. 

P'  Next  morning,  after  day-light,  G>lonel  Collins  found  the 
natives  sleeping  in  small  detached  parties;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  sun  had  shown  himself  that  any  of  them  began  to 
stir.  The  people  of  the  North  Shore  slept  by  themselves,  and 
the  boys,  though  it  had  been  said  they  were  not  to  move,  were 
lying  also  by  themselves.  Soon  after  sun-rise,  the  Carrahdis 
and  their  party  advanced  in  quick  movements  towards  the 
Yoo-lahng,  one  after  the  other,  shouting  as  they  entered,  and 
running  twice  or  thrice  round  it.  The  boys  were  then  brought 
to  the  Yoo*lahng,  hanging  their  heads  and  clasping  their 
hands.  On  being  seated  in  this  manner  the  ceremonies  be- 
gan, the  principal  performers  in  which  appeared  to  be  about 
twenty  in  number,  and  all  of  the  tribe  of  Cam-mer-ray. 

The  exhibitions  now  performed  were  numerous  and  vari- 
ous ;  but  all  of  them  in  their  tendency  pointed  towards  the 
boys,  and  had  some  allusion  to  the  principal  act  of  the  day, 
which  was  to  be  the  concluding  scene  of  it.  The  young 
men,  fifteen  in  number,  were  seated  at  the  head  of  the  Yoo- 
lahng,  while  those  who  were  to  be  the  operators  paraded  seve^ 
ral  times  round  it,  running  upon  their  hands  and  feet,  and 
imitating  the  dogs  of  the  country.  Their  dress  was  adapted 
to  this  purpose ;  the  wooden  sword  stuck  in  the  hinder  part  of 
the  girdle  which  they  wore  round  the  waist,  did  not,  when 
they  were  crawling  on  all-fours,  look  much  unlike  the  tail  of 
the  dog  curled  over  his  back.  Every  time  they  passed  the 
place  where  the  poor  dismal-looking  boys  were  seated,  they 
threw  up  the  sand  and  dust  on  them  with  their  hands  and 
tlieir  feet.  During  this  ceremony  the  boys  continued  per- 
fectly still  and  silent,  never  once  moving  themselves  from  the 
position  in  which  they  were  placed,  nor  seeming  in  the  least 
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to  notice  the  ridiculous  appearance  of  the  Carrahdis  and  thefr 
associates.  It  was  understood,  that  by  this  ceremony  pawr 
over  the  dog  was  given  to  them,  and  that  it  endowed  them 
with  whatever  good  or  beneficial  qualities  that  animal  might 
possess. 

The  next  scene  was  opened  by  a  stout  robust  native  carry- 
ing on  his  shoulders  a  kangooroo  made  of  grass,  and  another 
carrying  a  load  of  brush-^wood.  The  others  sung  and  beat 
time  to  the  steps  of  the  two  loaded  men,  who  appeared  as  If 
they  were  almost  unable  to  move  under  the  weight  of  the 
burthen  which  they  carried  on  their  shoulders.  Halting 
every  now  and  then,  and  limping,  they  at  last  deposited  their 
load  at  the  feet  of  the  young  men,  and  retired  from  the  Yoo- 
lahng,  as  if  they  were  excessively  fitigued  by  what  they  had 
done.  It  must  be  noticed,  that  the  man  who  carried  the 
brushwood  had  thrust  one  or  two  flowering  shrubs  through 
the  septum  of  the  nose.  He  exhibited  an  extraordinary  ap-  ' 
pearance  in  the  scene.  By  this  offering  of  the  dead  kangoo- 
roo was  meant  the  power  that  was  now  given  them  of  killings 
that  animal ;  the  brusli-wood  nright  represent  its  haunt. 

The  boys  were  left  seated  at  the  Yoo-lahng  fbr  about  an 
hour ;  during  which  the  actors  went  down  into  a  valley  near 
the  place,  where  they  fitted  themselves  with  long  tails  madie 
of  grass,  which  they  fastened  to  the  hinder  part  of  their  gir- 
dles, instead  of  the  sword,  which  was  laid  aside  during  the 
sscene.  Being  equipped,  they  put  themselves  in  motion  as  a 
herd  ot  kangooroDS,  notv  jumping  along,  then  lying  down  and 
scratching  themselves,  as  those  animals  do  when  basking  ia 
the  sun.  One  man  beitt  time  to  them  with  a  chib  on  a  shield^ 
while  two  others,  armed,  attended  them  all  the  way,  pretend- 
ing to  stial  upon  them  unobserved  and  spear  them.  This 
was  emblematical  of  one  of  their  future  exercises,  the  hunting 
of  the  kangooroo.  The  scene  was  altogether  whimsical  and 
curious;  the  valley  where  they  equipped  themselves  was^ 
very  romantic,  and  the  occasion  perfectly  novel. 
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OaAe  anifdi  of  this  cttrkmt  pirty  at  tie  Yoo-lakag,  it 
passed  hgr  the  boys  as  the  hcsd  of  kaogooiooa;  and  theiiy 
quickly  divesting  themselves  of  their  artificial  talcs^  eaeh  imh 
caught  up abojy  and  pheing  htn  on  his  skouldera^  carried 
hin  of  in  triumph  tGWard  the  last  sceneof  this  exttaordinary 
ecdbibkiont  It  must  bet  remarked,  that  the  finenda  and  tela* 
tioDs  of  the  yom^  people  hgr  do  means  interfered,  nor  wA^ 
tempted  to  molest  these  North  Shore  natives  in  the  execo* 
tion  of  their  business. 

After  walking  a  short  distance,  the  boys  were  let  down 
from  die  shoulders  of  the  men,  and  placed  in  a  cluster,  stand* 
ing  with  their  heads  incfined  on  dseir  breasts,  and  their  hands 
clasped  tagethor*  Some  of  the  party  now  disappeared  for 
ahore  ten  minutes,  to  arrange  the  figure  of  the  next  scene. 
Coloael  Collins  was  not  admitted  to  witness  this  business, 
about  which  they  appeared  to  ofaaerve  a  greater  degree  of 
mystery  and  preparation  than  he  had  noticed  in  either  of  the 
preceding  ccsemonies.  He  was  at  length,  however,  desired 
to  come  forward,  when  he  founds  boys  with  their  attenS- 
ants  placed  apart,  and  {ranting  them  two  men,  one  seated  on 
the  stump  of  a  tree  bearing  another  man  on  his  shoulders, 
both  with  their  arms  extoided.  Behind  these  were  seen  a 
Dumber  of  bodies  lyiig  with  dieir  fiiees  toward  the  ground,  as 
cloae  to  eadb  other  aa  they  could  lie,  and  at  the  foot  of  another 
stump  of  a  tree  were  placed  two  other  figures  in  the  same 
position  89  the  preeediog. 

Aathe  hoys  and  th^ir  attendanti^approadiedthe  first  of 
these  figwes^  the  men  who  iiocmed  it  began  to  move  them* 
selves  from  side  to  side,  loUii^  out  their  totigues,-  and  staring 
as  widely  and  horribly  whh  their  eyes  as  they  poteibly  could. 
After  this  mummery  had  canttnued  some  minutes,  the  men 
separated  for  them  to  pass,  and  the  boys  were  now  led  over 
the  bodies  lying  on  the  ground*  These  immediately  began 
to  move^  writhing  as  if  in  agony,  and  uttering  a  mournful  dis- 
mal 80UDd>  like  very  distant  thunder.  Having  passed  over 
these  bodies,  the  hoys  w^ire  jdaced  before  the  second  figures, 
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who  went  thiough  the  some  series  of  grimaces  as  tfaaeeiAa 
were  seated  on  the  former  stump;  after  which  the  iwhote 
moved  forward. 

A  particuhr  mune,  hoo-ioo-moo^nMng,  was  given-  to  this 
scene ;  but  of  its  import  veiy  little  could  be  learned.  To  the 
inquiries  made  respecting  it  no  answer  couM  bebbtained,  bnt 
that  it  was  very  good ;  diat  the  boys  would  now  become' 
brave  men;  that  they  would  see  well  and  fight  well. 

At  a  little  distance  from  the  preceding  scene  die  whole 
party  halted  ;  the  boys  were  seated  by  each  other,  while  op- 
posite to  them- were  drawn  up  in  a  half  circle,  the  other  party,- 
now  armed  with  the  spear  and  shield..  In  the  centre.of  this 
party,  with  his  &ce  towaid  them>  stood  Boo-der-ro,  the  native 
who  had  throttgh</ot  taken  the  principal  part  in  the  business. 
He  held  his  shield  in  one  hand,  and  a  club  in  the  other,  with' 
which  he  gave  them,  as  it  were,  the  time  for  their  exercise. 
Striking  the  shield  with  the  club,  at  every  third  stroke  the 
whole  party  poised  and  presented  their  spears  at  him,,pointing 
tlftm  inwards^  and  touching  the  centre  of  bis  shield. 

This  concluded  the  ceremonies  pnevious  to  Ae  operation  ^ 
and  it  appeared  significant  6f  an  exercise  which  was  to  form 
the  principal  business,  of  their  lives,  the  use  of  the  spear. 

They  now  commenced  their  preparatictos  for  strydng  out 
the  tooth.  The  finst  subject  they  took  was  a  boy  of  about  ten 
years  of  age ;  and  he  was  seated  on  the  shoulders  of  another 
native,  who  sat  on  the  grass,  as  appears  in  this  plate; 

The  bone  was  now  produced,  which  had  been  pretendfed  to 
be  taken  from  the  stomach  of  the  narive  die  preceding  eve- 
ning;, this,  being  made  very  sharp  and.  fine  at  one  end,  was 
used  for  lanciog  the  gum ;  and  but  .for  some  such  precaution 
it  would  iiave  been  impossible  to  have  extracted  •  the  tooth' 
without  breaking  the  jaw-bone.  A  thipwing-sidck  Was^  now 
to  be  cut  eight  or  ten  inches  from  the  end;,  and,  to  efieot 
this,  much  ceremony  was  used.  -Tlie  stick  was  'laid'  upon  a 
tree,  and  three  attempts  to  hit  it  were  made  before  it  wea 
struck^    The  wood  being  very  hard,'  and  the  instmmeAt  a 
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bad tomiihasrif^  it  took  sev^ralrblows  to  divide  it;  but  three 
f(cii|tB;iiiere  constantly  made  before  each  stroke.  When  the 
gujii  wa&  fvopetlj  prepared,  the  (^ration  b^an :  the  smallest 
eodof  the  stkk  was  applied  as  high  upon  the  tooth  as  the 
gum  would  admit  of,  wliile  the  operator  stood  ready  with  a 
juye  stone  apparently  to  drive  the  tooth  down  the  throat  of 
the  patient..  Here  tl^eir  attention  to  the  number  three  was 
again  manifest;  no  stroke  was  ac^alty  made  until  the  opera 
tor  bad  thrice  attempted  to  hit  the  tbrowing-stick.  Tliey 
weie.  full  ten  minutes  about  this  first  operation,  the  tooth 
beipg,.iinf<Hrtunatfily  (or  the  boy,. fixed  very  firm  in  the  guni. 
It  was  at  last  forced  out^^and  the  s^iFerer  was  taken  to  a  little 
fUstance,  where  th^  gum  was  closed  by  his  friends,  who  now 
equipped  him  in  the  style,  that  be  was  to  appear  i^n  for  some 
days.  A  gkdle  was  tied  round  his  waist,  in  which  was  stuck 
a  wooden  sword;,  a  ligature  was  put  round  hii  head,  in  which 
were^tuek.slips.of  the.grass*gum  tree;  wbifjb,  being  white, 
ht^d  a  curious  and  not  unpleasing  effect.  The  left  band  was 
to  be  p|ai^  over  the.  mouthy  which  was  to  be  kept  shu^;  he 
was  on  no  aeeount  to  sp^ ^  and  for  that  day;  he  was  not  to 
^t  ln.like  manner  were  all  the  others  treated,  except  one^ 
a  pri^  bqy  about  eight  or  nine  yiears  of  aj^,  wboy  after  sufr, 
fering-  bis  puxi;  to.  be  lanced,  could  not  endure  the  pain  (^, 
more  than  one  blow  with  the  stone,  and  breaking  from  tbpm,. 
ipade  bia  e^pe.  During  the  whole  of  the  operation,  the 
assistants  made  the  most  hideous  noise  in  the  ears  of  the- pa*' 
tieot9,  suffi^^jfnt  to  distrapt  their  attention,  and  to  drown  any, 
cries  that  ^ey  could  possibly  have  uttered ;  but  tliey  made  it. 
a  point  of,  honour  to  bear  the  pain  without  a  murmur.  ;  ^  - 
JSome  othef  peculiarities,  however,  were  observed.  Tiie. 
blood  that  issi:|ed  from  the  laceratedgum  was  not  wiped  away,^ 
imt  suffered  to  run  down  tlie  breast,  and  fall  upon  the  licad  of 
the  man  on  whose  shoulders  the  patient  sat,  and  wliose  name^ 
was  added  to  .his.  This  blood  remained  dried  upon  the  heads 
of  the  men,  and  breasts  of  the  boys  for  several  days.  .Th|e 
facyr^.were:also  termed  ^j^-bar-ra,  a  name  wliich  lias  reference 
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in  i«B  coiMtractfaKi  to  the  shigukT  instrument  wed  ^n^dft^e^ 
ca^on,  Kebah  in  tbeir  knguage  sigoibf'mg  4l  vodc  or  «toiie« 

After  this  part  of  the  oeremoay  was  fished,  all  tbe  young 
meoi  were  seated  iiiixrder  upon  die  triiift  of  a  tree.  SuddeBly, 
on  a  signal  being  given,  tbey  all  stetsed  ttp»  loid  mslMd  into 
the  tovm^  driving  before  them  nen,  wofloea^  and  eliildiei^ 
who  were  glad  toget  cat  of  their  vmy.  They  wetfenaw  fe« 
ceived  into  tlie  class  of  mens  were  privileged  to  wield  ilut 
flpear  and  tiie  elub,  and  to  appose  their  person  hi  dombat; 
and  Ynight  now  sebee  «iicb  fetnales  as  they  chooe  for  ivites. 
AU  this,  however,  luust  be  understood  to  import,  that  fcylrnr- 
ing  submitted  to  the  operation,  hai^g  endured  tiie  prin  of  it 
without  a  murmur,  and  having  lost  a  Iront  toodi,  they  re-* 
eeived  a  qualificttaon  wfaieh  thejr  were  to  exereise  wfaenevier 
their  years  and  their  «trengt!i  slmuld  be  eqad  to  it. 

Bennilkmg's  sister,  and  Dfa*ring-ha,  Oole-be^s  wife,  it^r^ 
ing  Colonel  Cdlins  Express  a  great  4esire  to  be  possteed  of 
some  of  tiiese  teeth,  procured  three,  of  them  fer  Mm.  They 
were^men  with  much  seereey,  and  great  dread  ef  benigobh- 
derred,  and  with  an  mjunction  that  it  should  tttfwt  be  hncMm 
that  they  had  made  him  such  a  presets,  as  the  Caflr-tter-ray 
tribe,  to  whom  they  were  to  be  given,  would  not  Adlto  punish 
^m  fer  it;  and  they  added  that  il^  should  teD  them  the 
teeth  were  lost. 

One  of  lihe  boys  who  had  undergone  the  opemtkm  had  fbr- 
merly  litned  with  the  principsl  surgeon  of  the  settlement  tiU 
that  gentleman's  departtife  for  England.  A  female  relation 
of  this  hoy  brought  his  tooth  to  Colonel  Colling  \i1th  arequest 
that  he  wouM  send  h  to  Mr  White;  thus  with  gmdtude  re- 
membering, after  the  lapse  of  sOme  years,  the  attention  which 
that  gentleman  had  shewn  to  her  relative.  These  Women, 
however,  urged  him  to  quit  the  place,  as  they  did  not  know 
what  might  ensue.  He  had,  indeed,  observed  the  natives 
arming  themselves;  much  cofrfdsion  anA  hurry  was  visible 
among  them,  and  the  savage  appeared  to  he  predomfnatingi 
as  he  retired,-  tbe  signal  was  given,  which  ftnim^ted  the  beys 
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tolliefifBtcxcrabeof  the  spirit  wUdi  tbs  busiiiess  of  the  day 
had  infkJBed  into  tfaeiD;  ODd  they  rushed  into  the  town  in  the 
uuuiner  tetoM  described,  evoty  v/hnte  m  they  passed  along 
setting  the  grass  on  fire. 

Tho^e  Hieditial  geiitlemen  to  whom  the  teeth  were  shewi^ 
declared  that  they  could  not  have  been  better  extracted^  bad 
the  proper  insttanient  been  U6ed  by  the  hand  of  the  dentist, 
ia^edd  of  a  stone  and  piece  of  wwd  in  that  of  a  savage. 

On  II  viewof  all  these  eimiMHStances,  w«  should  not  con« 
fiider  this  ceremony  in  any  otlMr  light  than  as  a  tribute,  were 
we  not  cMiged  to  hesitifte,  by  observing  that;  ail  the  people 
of  Oam-ftier-rsiy,  wfaidi  were  those  who  tMsaeted  die  toods 
ifvere  themsett^  pMtfs  that  they  had  sutaiitled  to  the  opera- 
tion, every  one  of  ^hem  having  lost  die  ft^Hit  tooth.  BeMi9'^ 
long,  in  tfaek  early  aeqefeintane^  widi  hbni  dud  Us  tauiguage, 
told  his  friends,  as  they  then  Ibtrnght,  that  k  mmcif  the  name 
of  Canh^mer-ra-gal  \vore  all  tb6  teeth  about  his* neck.  But  it 
was  afterwards  ibund  ^t  lliis  teitt  was  Oniyilie  dirtingulsh^ 
hfigtkle  of  tfte  tribe  which  peiformed  the  ceremonies  inci« 
dent  to  the  opet'ation;  BeniMong  at  other  tioi^s  tdld  thefO) 
thatr  his  own  tooth  wtis  boor^Miey  pe^talu!,  buried  in  the 
earth,  and  fhat  odiei^  were  thrown  into  the  sea. 

Being  thus  ^entered  6n  the  ^falved  file'',  Ifaey  quiddy  as- 
strnie  dte  eonseqnence  doe  to  the  disdnetion,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  bring  their  fisttnitdes  into  action.  The  pfocuring  of 
food  reaify  seems  to  be  bat  a  secondary  business  with  them} 
the  nmnagemetit  of  die  spear  and  the  shidd,  dexterity  in 
thmwfng  die  various  clubs  that  they  have  in  use  among  thnn^ 
agSity  in  eidier  attacking  or  deflnttding,  and  a  ^splay  of  th^ 
constancy  with  which  they  endure  pain,  appearing  to  ranh 
first  among  fbdr  concerns  in  fife.  The  females  too  are  ae^ 
eustomed  to  bear  on  their  heads  die  traces  <^  the  superiority 
of  the  males,  widi  which  they  dignify  them  almost  as  soon 
ftstheyftidfttrength  in  the  arm  to  imprint  the  mark.  Some 
of  these  udfertunate  beings  have  been  seen  with  more  s<»rl 
tipoutbrir  shorn  heitlds,  cut  in  erery  diivction,  than  ^xniM  be 
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well  distinguished  cht  counted.  The  condition  of  these  'wo« 
men  is  so  wretched^  that  it  is  scarcely  possiUe  for  a  thiiddng 
mind  ta  forbear,  on  seeii^  a  female  infant,  £nom  antieipatiog 
its  future  miseries,  and  feeling  regret  that  the  Almighty  dis* 
,poser  had  permitted  lit  to  enter  a  world  where  its  only  pc^rtion 
was  to  be  suffermg* 

Notwithstanding  that  they  are  the  mere  slai^es  of  men, 
however,  it  has  generally  been  found,  in  tracing  the  caUKs  of 
their  quarrels^  that  the  women  were  lat  the  head  of  them, 
though  in  some  cases  remotely..  They  mingled  in  all  d«e 
contests  of  themeil;  and  ope  of  these,  that  was  in  the  begin- 
ning attended  with  som^  cerbmo^y,  \v^s  ope^^  by  a  M^oman* 

Af'  thc^  had  cbdsfm  a  cleiU'^pot  near  the  town  for  the  scene 
of  action,  .they  were,  niimerously,  attended  from  that  plac^. 
The  contending,  parties [consiat^  mostly  of  those  natives 
well  known  at  Sydney^  alid  soo^  frpm  tb^  south  shore  of  Bo- 
tliny  Bay.  The  ^isttttits  repaired  to  t]ie  spot  an  hour  befm 
sun-set,  and  femnd  then^  seat^d.oppqsitieeach  other  ona  level 
piece  of  groimd  between  tw^rhills;  As  a  prelude  to  the  bu- 
siness, the  Syidfiey  natives,  after  having  waited  soqie  time, 
stood ]up,  and. eanb .man  stOQpijpig  down  took  winter  in  the  hol- 
low of  his  handy  (the  place  just  befiH-ethem  foeingwet,}  which 
hedrai^k.  An  elderly  woman,  with  a  <;loak  on  her  shoulden 
made  of  oppqssum  skins  very  neatly  sewn  together^  and  pro- 
vided with  a, club)  then  advanced  from  the  opposite  side,  and, 
uttering  mueh  abusive  language  ,at  the  time,  ran  up  to  CkAe* 
be,  who  was  on  the  right,  and  gave  him  a  severe  blow  on  the 
bead,  which  with  seeming  contempt  he  held  out  to  her  for  tlie 
purpose.  She  went  thi?giugh  the  same  ceremony  with  the 
test)  who  mfhde.no  resistance,,  until  she  came  up  to  Ye-ra-ni- 
b^  a  very  fine;  ho^,  w})p>stood  on  the  left.  He,  not  admiring 
the  blows  that  his  companions  received,  which  were  followed 
by  blood,  struggled  with  her ;  and  had  he  not  b^n  very  active 
she  would  have  stabb^  him  ffritfa  his  own  spear,  iifhich  >lie 
wrested  ixom  him.  The  meh  now  advanced,  .and  gav^  tl^e 
lookem-on  many  9pport3unities  of  witnessing  the  str^^gtl>  and 
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4exXtritf  with  which  they  threw  theb  spenrs,  and  the  quick- 
ness of  sight  which  was  i*equisite  to  guard  against  them.  The 
contest  lasted  until  dark,  when  throwing  the  spear  could  no 
longer  he  accoanted  fair,  and  they  heat  each  other  with  dubs, 
until  they  left  off  by  mutual  consent.  In  this  part  of  the 
contest  many  severe  wounds  were  gif  en,  and  much  hlooA  was 
drawn  from  the  heads  of  each  party;  but  nothing  material 
happened  while  they  had  light  enough  to  guard  against  the 
spear.  In  the  exerdse  of  this  weapon  th^  are  very  expert, 
and  have  been  seen  to  strike  with  certainty  at  the  distance  of 
seventy  measured  yards.  They  are  thrown  with  great  foroe, 
and  where  they  are  barbed  are  very  formidable  instruments. 

The  throwing-stick  is  about  three  feet  long,  with  a  hook  at 
one  end,  and  a  shell  at  the  other,  secured  by  gum;  and  this 
stick  remains  in  the  hand  after  dischaiging  the  spear.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  them ;  one  is  armed  with  the  shell  of  a  elam, 
which  they  use  for  the  same  purposes  as  we  do  a  knife;  the 
other  has  a  hook,  but  no  shell,  and  is  rounded  at  the  end. 
With  tins  they  dig  the  fern-root  and  yam  out  of  the  earth. 
They  have  a  variety  of  spears,  some  are  only  pointed,  others 
have  one  or  more  barbs,  and  some  are  armed  with  pieces  of 
broken  oyster-shell.  Of  shields  they  have  two  sorts;  one  cut 
from  the  bark  of  the  gum-tree,  which  is  not  capable  of  resist-* 
ing  the  spear  like  the  other,  which  is  made  of  solid  wood, 
and  hardened  by  fire ;  but  it  is  not  so  much  used  on  account 
of  its  great  weight.  Of  clubs  they  have  several  sorts;  one  of 
which  IS  of  very  large  dimensions.  They  have  yet  another 
instrument,  which  they  call  Ta-war-rang.  •  it  is  about  three 
feet  long,  is  narrow,  but  has  three  sides,  in  one  of  which  is 
the  handle,  hollowed  by  fire.  The  other  sides  are  rudely 
earved  with  curved  and  waved  lines,  and  it  is  made  use  of  in 
dancing,  being  struck  upon  for  this  purpose  wkh  a  club* 
These,  with  a  stone  hatchet,  make  the  whole  of  their  weapons; 
in  which,  it  was  observed,  each  of  the  prin^pal*  tribes  bad 
something  peculiar,  by  which  it  was  known  to  what  part  of* 
the  country  they  belonged.    The  same  pecuKarfty  extended 
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ta  th^tr  6shi8^\m$9,  o^ts^eod  even  ii9  tbeitr  dunoefly  Bm^gg^ 
wd  dialect. 

The  abeddk^  of  bloody  ameog  thieae  s&vages^  is  always  fol- 
l(HMxth]r  pHwbmQnt;  tbe  party  offeadiog  bdyotg  ecmpeiled 
t»  expose  Us  person  to  the  apeara  of  all  those  who  choose  to 
tlirow  at  him;  for  ia  s«ch  puaishments  the  ties  of  conaaBK 
giihkf  or  frieodsbip  aro  of  no  at^ail  0&  the  dc^tb  of  a  per- 
son, ^Aietber  male  or  StW9i»y  old  or  young,  the  friends  <tf  the 
deceased  aoust  he  pnaifihed^  as  if  the  deatii  was  occasioned  bjr 
their  ncgiect.  This  is  sooaetisies  carried  fiurtiber  than  caD  be 
xaooociUile  with  hiuaanfty,  aa  the  ibUowing  instance  will 

COQifBi!->«* 

A  iwtivet  Ml  been  murdeied.  His  widofw,  being  ohUged 
ta  ayenge  his  death  on  some  of  Ihe  relatioas  of  the  muideKa^ 
attd  meetiAg  with  a  little  girl,  who  waa  someway  rehited  t» 
hioh  ^^  hei  to  a  retiied  i^aee,  whei^,  with  a  club  and  m 
poiated  stone,  she  heat  her  ao  cruelly  tliat  she  was  taken  tQ 
the  town  akaost  dead.  In  the  head  wese  sh^  or  seren  deep 
inoaions^  and  one  ear  waa  divided  to  the  bon^  whidi^  ftnn 
the  natoreof  the  instmment  with  which  she  was  beaten,  had 
been  greatly  injured.  The  poor  child  died  in  a  few  daya«  The 
nntives  to  wfam  tibia  Gircfinistance  was  mentioned  expressed 
noooBcematit,  hutseemed  to  think  it  quite  right,  necessary, 
and  ineTttable.  It  was  ufiderstood  that  whene¥er  women 
hare  oeeaaion  &r  tiUa  saogumary  reTcnge^  tfiey  never  exet «* 
cise  it  but  on  thdr  own  sex,  not  daring  to  strike  a  male.  The 
little  victmi  of  this  ia?enge  had,  from  her  quiet  tractable 
maoners,  been  much  beloved  in  the  town ;  and,  which  is  a. 
siognUer  trait  in  the  iidiumaiBty  of  this  proceeding,  had,  iron 
the  death  of  the  man^  requested  tl»t  his  widow  might  be  fed 
at  the  officer's  hi«t,  where  she  herself  resided.  Swmg^  i9r 
deed  must  be  the  custom  and  the  feelings  which  could  ana 
the  hand  against  dsis  unofiending  child's  life*  Her  deatb 
vraa  not  anenged^  perhaps  becettse  they  considered  it  as  an 
expiatory  sacriSee. 
.  Wai^te*wd,tlienanwho  committ^  the  crime  for  which 
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this  little  girl  suffered  so  cruelly,  escaped  unhurt  from  the 
spears  of  Ben-nil-long,  Cole-be,  and  several  other  natives ; 
and  was  afterwards  received  by  them  as  usual,  and  actually 
lived  with  the  murdered  man's  widow  till  he  was  killed  in  the 
night  by  Cole-be. 

It  now  remains  to  show,  what  followed  where  the  person 
died  a  natural  death. 

Bone-da,  a  very  fine  youth,  died  of  a  cold,  which  settling 
in  his  face,  terminated  in  a  mortification.  It  was  understood 
that  some  blood  must  be  shed  on  the  occasion ;  and  some 
weeks  after  a  large  party  of  natives  belonging  to  different 
tribes  being  assembled  at  Pan-ner-rong  (which  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  signifies  blood),  the  spot  where  they  had 
often  chosen  for  their  battles,  after  dancing  and  feasting  over 
night,  early  in  the  morning,  Mo-roo-ber-ra  the  brother,  and 
Cole-be,  another  relation  of  the  dead  youth,  seized  upon  a 
lad  named  Tar-ra-bil-long,  and  with  a  club  each  gave  him  a 
wound  in  his  head  which  laid  his  skull  bare.  The  sister  of 
Botie-da  had  her  share  in  the  bloody  rite,  pushing  at  the  guilt* 
less  boy  with  a  short  spear,  and  leaving  him  in  such  a  state, 
that  the  surgeons  of  the  settlement  pronounced,  from  the 
nature  of  his  wounds,  that  his  recovery  was  rather  doubtful. 
On  being  spcke  to  about  the  business,  he  said  he  did  not  weep 
or  cry  out  like  a  boy,  but,  like  a  man,  cried  Ki-yah  when  they 
struck  him  ;  that  the  persons  who  treated  him  in  this  un- 
friendly manner  were  no  longer  his  enemies,  but  would  eat 
or  drink  or  sit  with  him  as  friends.  A  few  days  after  a  rela- 
tion of  Bone-da  (an  old  man)  received  a  severe  wound  on  the 
back  of  his  head,  given  him  on  account  of  the  boy's  decease ; 
neither  youth  nor  ag'e,  kindred  nor  friendship,  appearing  to 
af!brd  any  exemption  from  those  sanguinary  customis. 

When  Bennillong's  wife  died,  many  spears  were  thrown 
and  several  men  wounded.  Bennillong  himself  had  a  severe 
contest  with  WSl-le-raer-ring,  whom  he  wounded  in  the 
thigh.  He  had  sent  for  him  as  a  car-rah-dy  to  attend  her 
when  she  was  ill;  but  he  either  could  not  or  would  not  obey 
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the  suoamoas.  B^imiUop^  bad  ehoMB  tbe  tiioe  far  cck- 
bratiDg-  these  &Q^ral.  games  in  honour  of  hk  deteaaed  wifi^ 
when  a  wbaio-foasit  had  aflBe«i[>)ed  a  large  mwber  of  natives 
tcfpetlier,  aiinoQg  whom  wei^e  several  people  from  the  north* 
ward,  who  spoke  a  dialect  very  difierent  frooi  thait  with  wUdi 
tliey  were  acqu^imtad  at  Voft  Jackson. 

Some  officers  happening  once  to  be  present  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  h^rboMT  when  a  child  died,  peeceived  the  men  im- 
mediately retire,,  and  throw  their  spears  at  one  anoither  with 
much  apparent  anger,  while  the  females  began  their  usual 
lamentations. 

When  Bienniifong  a  infant  child  died,  sev^al  ^eais  wen 
thrown,  and  BenniUoqg,  at  the  decease  of  her  mother,  said 
repeatedly  that,  be  should  not  be  satisfied  untH  he  had  sacri- 
ficed some  one  to  her  manes* 

A  native  having  wounded  a  young  w<wan,  the  wife  of  ano- 
ther qoan,  and  she  barring  some  time  aflier  exchanged  a  peri* 
lou^  and  tnoublesome  life  for  the  repose  apd  quiet  of  thB 
grave,  a  eoatesl  ei^sued  on  account  of  b^<  dtoea^ef  vAe.n  the 
QffiBAder  was  severely  wounded^  and  aftarwardB  led  to  4ie  hos- 
pital by  the  very  man  from  whom  he  roceived  his  wom)d. 

A  combat,  occasioned  by  a  Botany  Bay  native  possessing, 
himself  of  the  wife  of  a  Port  Jackson  aaioige,  took  piaire, 
which  wias  attended  with  more  ceremony  than  nsnaL  Tha 
delinquent  arrived^  accompanied  by  a  laige  fwty  of  hip  own 
friends,  fsom  the  south  shore  of  Botany  ^ayw  Many  of  bis 
associates  in  anus,  were  entire  strangens  at  Sydney;  but  the 
Yoo*lahng  was  the  plaoe  of  rendezvous..  * 

At  night  tb^y  all  danced,  that  is  to  say,  both  parties ;  but 
not  mixed  together :  on^  side  waitii^  until  the  other  had 
concluded*  In  tb^  manner  of  daooing,  of  anno«nci%  then^ 
selves  as  ready  to  begin,  and  also  in  their  soi^,  there  was  an 
evident  difference. 

The  Sydney  natives  appeared  to  have  some  apppehensioa  of 
the  event  not  proving  favourable  to  them;  for,  pereeiving  an 
officer  present  with  a  gnn,  one  of  them  strenuously  uiged 
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Mb,  if  affjr  thbig  sbottM  happen  to  hini,  to  shoot  die  Boteiy 
Bby  blSMek  fellow*.  Seme  o^rgUfis  making  their  appear- 
attoe^  the  ^Mifers  wem  aluwed  axid  imeasj,  liotil  ascuied 
that  thef  mne  intended  eier<Ay  for  the  security  of  those  who 
canfed  thefiK  The  time  for  this  bostaeM  waa  just  after  ten 
JA  the  fermooti !  QHTHraNsy  and  CMe'-be  were  seated  at  one 
end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  eaoh  armed  with  a  spear  and  throw- 
ing'^ck,  and  provided  wMi  a  shield.  Here  thej^  sat  until 
one  of  their  opponents  got  up)  they  then  alsorose^  and  pnt 
themselves  sit  gfoitde.  Some  of  the  spears  which  were 
thrown  at  them  th^  pieked  ap  and  threw  back ;  and  others 
Aey  fetwftied  wi&  eacto^aordinary  violence.  The  afiairwas 
over  bthte  two  o'clook,  and  less  mischief  than  nsnal  had 
been  done.  It  wns  otiderstood,  however,  that  another  tneet- 
ing  would  take  place  on  the  same  oeeasion. 

In  thii9,  as  in  all  eobtests  among  tbem^  the  pmnt  of  honour 
was  rigidly  observed.  But  spears  were  not  the  only  instm- 
mentB  of  warfare  on  these  ooeasions.  Hiey  had  ako  to  com- 
bat with  words,  in  which  the  women  sometimes  bore  a  part. 
During  this  latter  eogAgement,  when  any  very  offisnsive  word 
met  their  cars,  diey  would  suddenly  place  thesnsehes  in  the 
atttciide  of  throwing  die  spear,  and  at  times  let  it  drop  on  the 
ground  without  disdiatglog :  at  othen,  they  threw  it  with  aH 
their  dtretigth  $  but  always  scrupulously  observing  the  situa- 
tion of  the  person  opposed,  and  never  dirowiog  at  him  until 
he  covered  himself  with  his  slueld.  The  most  unaoeountabte 
trait  ill  this  business  was,  the  party  thrown  at  psoviding  his 
enemy  with  weaponsi  $  for  they  repeatedly,  when  a  spear  flew 
hermless  beyond  them,  picked  it  up  and  flung  it  carelessly 
back  to  their  adversuy^  Whether  tUs  was  done  in  contempt, 
or  from  a  scarcity  of  speurs,  n  uncertadn.  lUs  rigid  atten- 
tioD  to  the  point  of  honour,  when  fairly  opposed  to  eaoh  other, 
is  dMkuh  to  reconcile  with  their  treacherous  and  midnight 
murders. 

They  have  great  difficulty  iu  piMuring  fire,  and  are  there- 
fere  seldom  wiAottt  it«    The  proeess  of  procuring  it  is  at- 
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tended  widi  infioite  labour,  and  is  performed  by  fixing  the 
pointed  end  of  a  eylindrieal  pieee  of  wood  into  a  hollow  made 
in  a  plane;  the  operator  twirling  the  round  piece  swiftly  be- 
tween both  his  hands,  sliding  them  up  and  down  until  fa- 
tigued, at  which  time  he  is  relieved  by  another  of  his  oompa* 
nions,  who  are  all  seated  for  this  purpose  in  a  circle,  and  each 
one  takes  his  turn  until  fire  is  procured. 

The  frequent  fires  which  were  seen  in  this  country  was  at 
first  a  matter  of  surprize.    They  were  mostly  lighted  about 
the  month  of  July,  which  is  the  winter  in  this  part  of  the 
world.    This  season,  says  Captain  Hunter,  in  which  fish  is  so 
scarce,  subjects  these  poor  creatures  to  great  distress,  at  least 
we  were  apt  to  believe  so ;  they  were  frequently  found  gather- 
ing a  kind  of  root  in  the  woods,  which  they  broiled  on  the 
fire,  then  beat  it  between  two  stones  until  it  was  quite  sofit; 
this  they  ehew  until  they  have  extracted  all  the  nutritive  part, 
and  afterwards  throw  it  away.    This  root  appears  to  be  a 
species  of  the  orchis,  or  has  much  of  its  nutritive  quality. 
Lai^  fires  were  frequently  seen  in  this  season  up<Hi  some  of 
the  hills,  and  we  had  been  much  at  a  loss  to  know  for  what 
purpose  they  were  so  frequently  lighted,  at  this  time  of  the 
year;  but  in  going  down  the  harbour  one  day,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  get  upon  the  North  Head,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining its  exact  latitude,  we  observed  on  a  hill  near  that 
point,  one  of  those  Uage  fires,  which  (with  the  first  lieutenant 
and  suigeon  who  were  with. me)  we  determined  to  visit;  and 
as  we  thought  it  might  probably  be  some  funeral  ceremony, 
which  we  were  very  desirous  of  seeing,  we  took  our  guns,  and 
intended  getting  up  amongst  them  unperceived;  but  when 
we  arrived  at  the  place,  to  our  very  great  disappointment,  not 
a  person  was  to  be  seen.:  I  believe  there  were  not  less  than 
tluree  or  four  acres  of  ground  all  in  a  bkze;  we  then  con- 
jectured that  these  fires  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  clear- 
ing the  ground  of  the  shrubs  and  underwood,  by  which  means 
they  might  with  greater  ease  get  at  those  roots  which  appear 
to  be  a  great  part  of  their  subsistence  during  the  winter.    We 
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had  observed  that  they  generally  took  the  advantage  of  windy 
weather  for  making  such  fires,  which  would  of  course  occa* 
sion  their  spreading  over  a  greater  extent  of  ground. 

Most  of  their  instruments  are  ornamented  with  rude  carved 
work,  ejected  with  a  piece  of  broken  shell ;  and  on  the  rocks 
are  firequently  to  be  seen  various  figures  offish,  clubs,  swords, 
animals,  and  branches  of  trees,  not  contemptibly  represented. 

No  society  can  exist  without  some  kind  of  government, 
but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain  the  political  and  civil 
relations  of  these  people.  They  are  evidently  distributed  into 
families,  the  bead  or  senior  of  which  exacts  compliance  from 
the  rest.  In  the  early  intercourse  with  them  (and  indeed  at 
a  much  later  period,  on  the  English  meeting  with  families  to 
whom  they  were  unknown)  they  were  always  accosted  by  the 
person  who  appeared  to  be  the  eldest  of  the  party;  while  the 
women,  youths,  and  children,  were  kept  at  a  distance.  The 
ward  which  in  their  language  signifies  father  was  applied  to 
their  old  men  3  and  when,  after  some  time,  and  by  close  ob- 
servation, they  perceived  the  authority  with  which  Governor 
Phillip  commanded,  and  the  obedience  which  he  exacted, 
they  bestowed  on  him  the  distinguishing  appellation  of  Be- 
anna,  or  father.  This  title  bdng  conferred  solely  on  him  (al« 
though  they  perceived  the  authcnity  of  masters  over  their  ser* 
vants)  places  the  true  sense  of  the  word  beyond  a  doubt,  and 
proves  that  to  thoa^e  among  them  who  enjoyed  that  distinction 
belonged  to  the  authority  of  a  chief. 

When  any  of  these  went  into  the  town,  they  were  immedi- 
ately pointed  out  by  their  companions,  or  those  natives  who 
resided  in  it,  in  a  whisper,  and  with  an  eagerness  of  manner 
which,  while  it  commanded  the  attention  of  those  to  whom  it 
was  directed,  impressed  them  likewise  with  an  idea  that  they 
were  looking  at  persons  remarkable  for  some  superior  quality 
even  among  the  savages  of  New  Holland.  Another  accepta- 
tion of  the  word  Be-anna,  however,  soon  became  evident;  for 
it  was  observed  to  be  frequently  applied  by  children  to  men 
vrfao  were  known  to  have  nb  childjr en.    On  inquoy,  however, 
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kwu  uadeivtood,  that  in  case  a  lather  should  die,  theaeareBt 
afkio^orsome  deputed  friend,  wouUtake  care  cfhia  chil- 
dren 5  and  were  by  them  styled  Be-anna ;  bat  one  pitticular 
in  their  castocns  is  wholly  irreoonciiable  with  the  hnaiane 
duties  which  they  ha<ve  prescribed  to  tbeaiselves  in  die  abov« 
instance;  dntias  which  relate  mriy  to  those  children  who,  in 
the  eipent  of  losing  the  mother,  could  li^  widioiit  her  iaiaac- 
diate  aid.  A  fac  diffneot  hit  is  reserved  for  such  as  afe  at 
that  tisM  at  the  breast,  or  in  a  state  of  abfiohite  he^lessneas, 
as  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

We  have  mendoiied  dieir  being  divided  into  fiunilies. 
Each  £i«ily  has  a  particidar  place  of  residence,  ftom  which 
IS  derived  its  distbguMung  nasie.  This  is  formed  by  addbfeg 
the  monosyUable  gal  to  the  name  of  the  {dace ;  thus  the 
southern  shore  of  Botany  Bay  is  called  Gwea,  and  the  people 
who  inhabit  it  stile  diemsdves  GweagaL  Those  who  live  on 
the  north  shore  of  Port  Jackson  are  called  Cam-mer-ny-gal, 
that  part  of  the  harbour  being  distinguished  from  otbm  by 
the  name  of  Cam-mer-rey.  Of  this  last  family,  or  tribe,  the 
settlers  had  heard  BennSlong  and  other  natives  speak  (before 
diey  were  otherwise  known)  as  of  a  very  powofbl  people^ 
who  could  oblige  them  to  attend  wherever  and  whenever  Aey 
directed.  They  were  afterwards  found  to  be  by  far  the  most 
numerous  tribe  yet  discovered. 

To  the  tribe  of  Cam-mer^rey,  as  was  before  observed,  be- 
longed the  exclusive  and  extraordinary  privilege  of  exactuig 
a  tooth  from  the  natives  of  other  tribes  inhabiting  the  sea 
coast,  or  of  all  such  as  were  within  their  authority.  The  ex- 
ercise of  this  pririlege  places  ihese  people  in  a  particular  point 
of  view;  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  decided  superiority. 
Many  contests,  or  decbions  of  honour  (for  such  Acre  are 
among  them),  have  been  delayed  until  the  arrival  of  these 
people ;  and  when  they  came,  it  was  impossible  not  to  ob- 
serve the  superiority  and  influence  which  their  number  and 
their  muscular  appearance  gave  diem. 

Their  spearsitnd  shields,  their  cfnbs  and  lines,  &c.  are  their 
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own  property ;  they  are  manuiactured  by  themselves,  and  are 
the  whole  of  Aeir  pecsonal  estate.  Bat,  strange  as  it  ma; 
appear,  tfaqr  have  alae  tbeir  real  estates.  BenniUong  gave  re* 
peated  aMuranees^  that  die  island  Me-md  (knomi  at  the  set* 
tlement  by  Ae  name  of  Goat  lahad),  close  by  Sydney  Coye, 
was  his  own  property;  that  it  bad  been  his  father's^  and  that 
be  should  give  it  to  By-gone,  his  particular  friend  and  com- 
panion. To  this  little  spot  he  appeared  orach  attached.  He 
Uhewise  spdce  of  other  persons  who  possessed  this  hind  of  he* 
reditary  property,  which  they  retained  undisturbed; 

It  has  beeni  asserted  by  several  eminent  (Svines^  that  no 
country,  has  yet  been  discovered  where  some  trace  of  religion 
was  not  to  be  found.  From  every  observation  and  inquiry 
that  could  be  loade  amon;  these  people,  they  appear  an  ex- 
ception to  this  opiaion,  h  is  certain,  that  diey  do  not  wor^* 
ship  either  sun,  nKxm,  or  star;  diat  however  nceessary  fire 
may  be  to  them,  it  is  not  an  object  of  adoration ;  neither  faaive 
they  respect  fbr  any  psKrttoiilar  beast,  bird,  or  fiidi.  Net 
could  any  object  ever  be  discofered,  either  substantial  or  bm^ 
poupff  that  imipeUed  them  to  the  commission  of  goad  action^ 
or  deterred  tfamn  from  the  perpetration  of  ^Aat  we  deaaa* 
crimes.  'Diere  indeed  eausted  among  them  some  idea  of  • 
f4tture  state^  but  not  connected  in  anywise  with  reUgbn;  fbn 
it  had  no  influence  whatever  on  their  Uvea  and  aotieius.  Onr 
thdr being  oA«i  questioned  as  to  what  became  of  themafter 
tfam  decease^  some  answered  that  they  went  eithcar  on  or  be- 
yond the  great  water;  but  by  far  the  greater  nmnber  signi*^ 
fled»  diat  they  went  to  the  donds.  The  antfaor  eonversing 
with  BenniUeDg  after  his  return  frtim  Eng^d,  where  be  had 
obtained  mndi  knowledge  of  our  customs  and  maini<ers,wssh- 
ix^  to  learn  what  were  his  ideas  of  the  place  from  which  h» 
ootuntrymen  came,  led  him  to  the  sul^ect,  by  observing,  that 
all  the  white  men  at  Port  Jackson  had  come  from  Englsmd, 
and  then  asked  him  where  the  black  men  (or  Eora)  came 
from?  He  hesitated.— Did  they  come  from  any  island?  His 
answer  was>  that  he  hnew  of  none :   they  came  from  the 
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clouds  (alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  aborigines  of  the  country)  ; 
and  when  they  died,  they  returned  to  the  clouds.  He  seemed 
desirous  to  make  it  understood  that  they  ascended  in  the 
shape  of  little  children,  first  hovering  in  the  tops  and  in  the 
branches  of  trees;  and  mentioned  something  about  eating 
(in  that  state)  their  favourite  food,  little  fehes. 

The  young  natives  who  resided  at  Sydney  were  very  desi- 
rous of  going  to  church  on  Sunday,  but  knew  not  for  what 
purpose  any  one  attended.  They  were  often  seen  to  take  a 
book,  and  with  much  success  imitate  the  clergyman  in  his 
manner  (indeed,  better  or  readier  mimics  can  no  where  be 
found),  laughing  and  enjoying  the  applause  which  they  re- 
ceived. 

An  account  has  appeared  in  a  pamphlet,  or  a  newspaper,  of 
a  native  throwing  himself  in  the  way  of  a  man  who  was 
about  to  shoot  a  crow ;  and  the  person  who  wrote  the  account 
drew  an  inference,  that  the  bird  was  an  object  of  worship ; 
but  it  can  be  with  confidence  afiirmed,  that,  so&r  from  dread- 
ing to  see  a  crow  killed,  they  are  very  fond  of  eating  their 
flesh,  and  take  the  following  particular  method  to  ensnare 
that  bird:  a  native  will  stretch  himself  on  a  rock,  as  if  asleep 
in  the  sun,  holding  a  piece  of  fish  in  his  hand ;  the  bird,  be  it 
hawk  or  crow,  seeing  the  prey,  and  not  observing  any  mo- 
tion in  the  native,  pounces  on  the  fish ;  and  in  die  instant  of 
seizing  it  is  caught  by  the  savage,  who  soon  throws  it  on  the 
fire,  and  makes  a  meal,  that,  for  enjoyment,  might  be  envied 
by  an  epicure. 

That  they  have  ideas  of  a  distinction  between  good  and 
bad,  is  evident  from  their  having  terms  in  their  language 
significant  of  these  qualities.  Thu^,  the  sting-ray  was  (wee- 
re)  bad  'y  it  was  a  fish  of  which  they  never  ate.  The  patta- 
go-rang  or  kangooroo  was  (bood-yer-re)  good,  and  they  were 
very  fond  of  it. 

To  exalt  these  people  at  all  above  the  brute  creation,  it  b 
necessary  to  shew  that  they  have  the  gift  of  reason,  and  that 
they  knew  the  distinction  between  right  and  wrong,  as  well  as 
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between  what  food  vm  good  and  what  was  bad.  Of  these 
latter  qualities  their  senses  informed  them;  but  the  Icnow- 
ledge  of  right  and  wrong  could  only  proceed  from  reason. 
It  is  true,  they  bad  no  (Ustioction  or  terms  f<»r  these  qualities; 
wee-re  and  blood-yer-re  alike  implying  what  was  good  and 
bad^  and  right  and  wrong.  Instances^  however,  were  not 
wanting)  of  their  using  them  to  describe  the  sensations  of  the 
mind  as  well  as  of  the  senses:  thus^  their  endmies  wee^re; 
their  friends  bood-yer-re.  On  being  spoken  to,  of  cannibal- 
ism,  they  expressed  great  honor  at  the  mention,  and  said  it 
was  wee-re.  On  seeing  any  of  the  people  who  had  ill-treated 
them  punished,  they  expressed  their  approbation,  by  saying 
it  was  blood-yer-re.  Midnight  murders,  though  frequently 
practised  among  them  whenever  passion  or  revenge  dictated, 
tbey  reprobated,  \>\xt  applauded  acts  of  kindness  and  geuero-^ 
aity ;  for  of  both  these  they  were  capable.  A  man  who  would 
not  stand  to  have  a  spear  thrown  at  him,  but  ran  away,  was  a 
coward,  jee-run,  and  wee-re.  But  their  knowledge  of  the 
difference  between  right  and  wrong  certainly  never  extended 
beyond  their  existence  in  this  world;  not  leading  them  to  be- 
lieve that  the  practice  of  either  had  any  relation  to  their  fu^ 
ture  state  :  this  was  manifest  from  their  idea  of  quitting  this 
wotW,  or  rather  of  entering  the  next,  in  the  form  of  Ihtle 
ehildren,  under  which  form  they  would  re-appear  in  this. 

like  all  other  children  of  ignorance,  these  people  are  the 
slaves  of  supersfition.  The  car-rah-dys  may  be  termed  the 
hrgh-priests  of  superstition.  The  share  which  they  had  in 
the  tooth^rawing  scene  was  not  the  only  instance  that  in- 
deed this  belief.  After  Cole-be  was  wounded,  he  accom^- 
pamedOovernor  Philip  to  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and 
met  with  a  car-rah-dy,  who,  with  much  gesticulation  and 
mummery,  pretended  to  extract  the  barbs  of  two  spears  from 
his  side,  which  nevei'had  been  left  there,  or,  if  they  had,  re- 
quired rather  the  aid  of  the  knife  than  his  incantations  to  ex- 
tract them;  but  his  patient  was  satisfied  and  thought  himself 
perfectly  cured. 
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During  the  time  that  Boo-roong^  a  native  girl,  lived  at  Syd- 
ney, she  paid  occasional  visits  to  the  lower  part  of  the  bar- 
boun  From  one  of  these  she  returned  extremely  ilL  On 
being  questioned  as  to  the  cause,  for  none  was  apparent,  she 
said  tluit  the  women  of  Cam-mer-ray  had  made  water  in  a 
path  which  they  knew  she  was  to  pass,  and  it  had  made  her 
ill.  These  women  were  inimical  to  her,  as  she  belonged  to 
the  Botany  Bay  district.  On  her  intimating  to  them  that 
she  found  herself  ill,  they  told  her  triumphantly  what  they 
bad  done.  Not  recovering,  though  bled  by  a  surgeon,  she 
underwent  an  extraordinary  and  superstitious  operation, 
where  the  operator  suffers  more  than  the  patient.  She  was 
seated  on  the  ground,,  with  one  of  tlie  lines  worn  by  the  men 
passed  round  her  head  once,  taking  care  to  fix  the  knot  in  the 
centre  of  her  forehead;  the  remainder  of  the  line  was  taken 
by  another  girl,  who  sat  at  a  small  distance  from  her,  and 
with  the  end  of  it  fretted  her  lips  until  they  bled  very  copi- 
ously; Boo-roong  imagining  all  the  time  that  the  blood  came 
from  her  head,  and  passed  alc»ig  the  line  until  it  ran  into  the 
girl's  mouth.  This  operation  they  term  be«-an-ny,  and  it  is 
the  peculiar  province  of  the*women. 

Another  curious  instance  of  their  superstition  occurred 
among  some  of  our  people  belonging  to  a  boat  that  was  lying 
wind-bound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour.  They  had  pro^ 
cured  some  shell-fish,  and  during  the  night  were  preparing 
to  roast  them,  when  they  were  obsrerved  by  one  of  t;he  natives, 
who  shook  his  head,  and  ^claimed,  that  the  wind  for  which 
they  were  waiting  would  not  rise  if  they  roasted  the  fish.  His 
argument  not  preventing  the  sailors  from  enjoying  their  treat, 
and  the  wind  actually  proving  foul,  they,  in  their  tarn,  gave 
an  instance  of  their  superstition  by  abusing  the  native,  and 
attributing  to  him  the  foul  wind  which  detained  them.  On 
questioning  the  savage  respecting  this  circumstance,  it  ap- 
peared that  they  never  broiled  fish  by  night.  These  people 
tell  a  story  of  a  rock  falling  on  and  crushing  some  natives  wh<» 
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were  Whistling  under  it ;  for  which  reason  they  make  it  an 
invariable  rule  never  to  whistle  when  beneath  a  rock. 

Among  their  other  superstitions  was  one  which  might  be 
iiatarally  expected  from  their  ignoranee — a  belief  in  spirits. 
Of  this  belief  there  were  several  accounts  obtained.  •  Ben* 
nilfong^  during  his  first  acquaintance  at  the  settlement,  de- 
scribed an  apparition  as  advancing  to  a  person  with  an  un- 
common noise,  and  seizing  hold  of  him  by  the  throat.  It 
came,  he  said,  slowly  along  with  its  body  bent,  and  the  hands 
held  together  in  a  line  with-the  face,  moving  on  till  it  seized 
the  party  to  whom  its  visit  was  intended.  A  general  idea  pre- 
ma\s  among  them,  that  by  sleeping  at  the  grave  of  a  deceased 
person,  they  would,  from  what  happened  to  them  diere,  be 
freed  from  all  future  apprehensions  respecting  apparitions; 
fot  during  that  awfiil  sleep  the  spirit  of  the  deceased  would 
virit  them,  seize  them  by  the  throat,  and,  opening  them,  take 
out  their  bowels,  which  they  would  replace  and  close  up  the 
wound.  They  acknowledged  that  very  few  chose  to  encoun- 
ter the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  solemnity  of  the  grave,  and 
the  visitation  of  the  spirit ;  but  that  such  as  were  so  hardy 
became  immediately  car-rah*dys,  and  that  all  those  who  ex- 
ercised this  profession  had  gone  through  this  ceremony. 

To  the  shooting  of  a  star  they  attach  a  great  degree  of  im- 
portance. Of  thunder  and  lightning  they  are  also  much 
afraid ;  but  believe  that  by  chaunting  some  particular  words, 
2U)d  breathing  hard,  they  can  dispel  it. 

Those  natives  who  live  on  the  sea-coast,  from  chiefly  feed- 
ing on  fish,  are  subject  to  a  disorder  greatly  resembling  the 
kch;  they  term  it  Djee-ball.  I,t  is  sopnetimes  very  virulent, 
and  renders  those  afflicted  with  it  ^x^remely  loathsome. 

In  the  year  1789  they  were  visited  by  a  disorder  which 
n^ed  among  them  with  all  the  appearance  of  the  small-pox* 
The  number  that  it  swept  ofi^  by  their  own  accounts,  was  in- 
*crecBble.  A  native  who  at  that  time  resided  at  Sydney,  oh 
going  down  to  the  harbour  to  look  for  his  former  companions, 
vns  described  4>y  those  who  witnessed  his  emotions  as  suffer- 
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ing  the  extrone  of  agony.  He  looked  aaxiousl;  inta  the  iiff 
ferent  coves  that  they  visited ;  not  a  vestige  on  the  saxid  was 
to  be  found  of  human  foot ;  the  excavations  in  the  rocks  were 
filled  with  putrid  bodies  of  those  who  had  fallen  victiioa  to 
the  disorder :  not  a  living  person  was  any  where  to  be  met 
with.  It  seemed  as  if,  flying  from  the  contagion,  they  bad 
left  the  ^ad  Xo  bury  the  dead.  He  lifted  up  his  hands  and 
eyes  in  silent  agony  for  some  time ;  at  length  he  exclaimed, 
'^  All  dead  1  all  dead !"  and  then  hung  his  head  in  mournful 
silence,  which  he  preserved  during  the  remainder  of  their  ex* 
cursion.  Some  days  after,  he  learned  that  the  few  of  hi^ 
companions  wlio  survived  had  fled  up  the  harbour  to  avoid 
the  pestilence  that  so  dreadfully  raged.  This  poor  fellow's 
fate  has  been  already  mentioned.  He  fell  a  victim  to  hifl 
own  humanity,  when  several  of  his  countrymen  were  taken 
to  the  town  covered  with  eruptions  of  the  disorder,  which  had 
not  confined  its  effects  to  Port  Jackson;  for  on  visiting  Bro* 
ken  Bay  the  path  was  in  many  places  coveced  with  skeletons^ 
and  the  same  spectacles  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  holb^pni* 
of  most  of  the  rocks  of  that  harbour.. 

Notwithstanding  the  town  of  Sydney  was  at  this  time  filled' 
with  children,  many  of  whom  visited  the  natives  that  were  ill 
of  the  disorder,  not  one  of  them  caught  it,  though  a  North 
American  Indian  belonging  to  Captain  Ball's  vessel  died  of 
it.  To  this  disorder  they  gave  the  name  of  Gal-gaUl^:  and 
that  it  was  the  small-po^  there  was  scarcely  a  doubt ;  for  the- 
person  seized  with  it  was  affected  exactly  as  Eurc^eans  are 
who  have  that  disorder;  and  on  many  that  had  recovered. 
Irom  it  were  seen  tt^  traces,  in  some  the  ravages  on  the  face* 

Whenever  they  feel  a  pain,  they  fasten  a  tight  lig»tar^ 
round  the  part,  thereby  stopping  the  circulation,  and  easing 
the  part  immediately  affected.  It  has  before  been  men- 
tioned, that  they  rapidly  recover  from  their  wounds:  even  a 
fracttti!!f9d^)}i<tpnfines  them  but  a  short  time*  That  their 
skulls  should  1^  frequently  fractured  can  be  no  matter  of 
wonder,  when  it  i$  recollected  that  the  clubi  seems  to  be  sff 
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pUeA  akne  to  the  head.  The  womea  wh<»  afe  struck  witb 
this  weapoo  alwagrs  fall  to  the  grouad ;  but  this  seldom  hap* 
peas  io  the  men. 

The  fiest  peculiarity  remarkable  in  Aeir  ftneral  oeveniODies 
is,  the  disposal  of  their  dead :  their  young  people  they  con- 
mga  to  the  grave;  those  who  have  passed  the  middle  age  aie 
burnt.  BeofiilloDg  burnt  the  body  of  his  wife  Ba-nmg-a-roo^ 
who  was»  at  the  time  of  her-  decease,  turned  of  fifty.  The  in- 
teroaent  of  Ba-loo-der-ry  was  aceompaoied  with  many  c&e** 
Bionies.  From  being  one  day  in  perfect  health>  he  was  the 
next  taken  to  the  hospital  extremely  ill,  and  attended  by  Beii- 
niUoog,  who  was  found  singing  ovser  him,  and  making  use  of 
those  raeans  which  igooranee  smd  superstition  pointed  out  to 
him  to  recover  his  health.  The  patient  lay  extended  on  die 
ground,  appearing  to  be  in  much  pain.  Bennillong  applied 
hb  mouth  to  th<Me  parts  of  the  bo/s'body  which  he  diougfat 
a£fected,  breathing  stron^^y  on  them,  and  singing:  attimea 
he  waved  over  biro  some  IxHighs  dipped  in  water,  hoMii^  one 
in  eaoh  hand,  and  appeanng  much  interested  for  him.  Oa 
the  following  morning  he  was  visited  by  a  car-vrah-^dy,  who 
had  come  ^q>res9  from  the  North  Shore.  This  man  tbrew> 
himself  into  various  (Kstortions,  applied  hb  mouth  to  different 
parts  of  his  patient's  body,  and  at  length,  after  appearii^  to 
labour  much,  and  to  be  in  great  pain,  ^t  out  a  piece  of  bone 
(which  he  had  previously  procured).  Here  the  flnroe  ended^ 
and  the  car-rah-dy  withdrew  to  partake  of  such  fere  as  the^ 
friends  of  the  sick  lad  had  to  give  him.  Durinj^rthe  nightf 
Ba*loo-der-ry's  fever  increased,  and  he^died  early  in  thefoU 
lowing  OHNming.  This  was  immediately  notified  by  a  violent^ 
claBK>ur  among  the  women  and  children;  and,  BeoniHoog 
SeOOo  after  g<nng  to  GcYemrofint^hojase,  it  was  agreed  between 
him  and  his  EKcellency  thatctbe  bQdjr..sh0ald  be  buried  in  bis> 
garden* 

lb  theaftemoon  it  was  deposited  in'»hait  near  the  spo4^  set* 
apart  for  its  reception;  sevend.nadiyesi) attending,  and  the- 
i  aad  (diiUtrea  lamemitigaiidbMi^ljiicr  P^^  inharmo- 
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niously ;  when,  without  any  provocation,  two  of  the  men  had 
a  contest  with  clubs;  at  the  same  time  a  few  blows  passed 
between  some  of  the  women:  spears  were  also  thrown,  but 
evidently  as  a  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  not  with  intention 
of  doing  injury  to  any  one.  At  the  request  of  Bennillong,  a 
blanket  was  laid  over  the  corpse,  and  Cole-be,  his  friend,  sat 
by  the  body  all  night,  nor  could  be  prevailed  on  to  quit  it. 

They  remained  silent  till  one  iti  the  morning,  when  the 
women  began  to  cry,  and  continued  for  some  time.  At  day- 
light Bennillong  brought  his  canoe  to  the  place,  and,  cutting 
it  to  a  proper  length,  the  body  was  placed  in  it,  with  a  si>ear, 
a  fiz-gig,  a  throwing-stick,  and  a  line  which  Ba-loo-der-ry 
had  worn  round  his  waist.  Some  time  was  occupied  in  ad- 
justing this  business,  during  which  the  men  were  silent ;  but 
the  women,  boys,  and  children,  uttered  the  most  dismal  la* 
mentations.  The  father  stood  alone  and  unemployed,  a  silent 
observer  of  all  that  was  doing  about  his  deceased  son,  and  a 
perfect  picture  of  deep  and  unafiected  sorrow.  Every  thing 
being  ready,  the  men  and  boys  all  assisted  in  lifting  the  canoe 
with  the  body  from  the  ground,  and  placing  it  on  the  heads 
of  two  natives;  some  of  the  assistants  had  tufts  of  grass  in 
their  hands,  which  they  waved  backwards  and  forwards  under 
the  canoe^  while  it  was  lifting  from  the  ground,  as  if  they 
were  exorcising  some  evil  spirit.  As  soon  as  it  was  fixed  on 
the  heads  of  the  bearers,  they  set  oflF,  preceded  by  Bennillong 
and  another  man,  both  walking  with  a  quick  step.  Mau-go- 
ran,  the  father,  attended  them,  armed  with  his  spear  and 
throwii^  stick,  while  Bennillong  or  his  companion  had  only 
tufts  of  grass,  which,  as  they  went,  they  waved  about,  some- 
times turning  and  facing  the  corpse,  at  others  waving  the  tufts 
of  grass  among  the  bushes.  When  they  fronted  the  corpse, 
the  head  of  which  was  carried  foremost,  the  bearers  made  a 
motion  with  their  heads  from  side  to  side,  as  if  endeavouring 
to  avoid  the  people  who  fronted  them.  After  procdedisg 
thus  to  some  little  distance,  Bennillong*s  companion  turned 
aside  from  the  path,  and  went  up  to  a  bush,  into  which  he 
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seemed  to  look  very  nanowly>  as  if  searching  for  something 
that  he  could  not  find,  and  waving  ahout  the  tufts  of  grass 
ivhich  he  had  in  either  hand.  After  this  firuitless  search,  they 
all  turned  back,  and  went  on  in  a  somewhat  quicker  pace  than 
before.  On  their  drawing  near  the  spot  where  the  women 
and  children  were  sitting  with  the  other  men,  the  father  threw 
two  spears  towards,  but  (evidently  intentionally)  short  of 
them.  Here  Bennillong  took  his  infant  child  in  his  arms 
and  held  it  up  to  the  corpse,  the  bearers  endeavouring  to  avoid 
it,  as  before  described.  Be-dia  B^dia,  the  brother  of  the  de- 
ceased, a  boy  of  five  years  of  age,  was  then  called  for,  but 
came  forward  very  reluctantly,  and  was  presented  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  child.  .  After  this  they  proceeded  to  the 
grave,  which  had  been  prepared  in  the  Governor's  garden. 
Twice  they  changed  the  bearer  who  walked  the  foremost; 
but  his  friend  Collins  carried  him  the  whole  of  the  way.  Yel- 
lo-way  levelled  the  earth,  and  then  strewed  some  grass  in  it ; 
after  which  he  stretched  himself  at  his  length  in  the  grave, 
£rst  on  his  back  and  then  on  his  right  side.  Some  drums 
had  attended  at  the  request  of  Bennillong,  and  two  or  three 
marches  were  beat  while  the  grave  was  preparing;  he  highly 
approving,  and  pointing  at  the  time,  fiirst  to  the  deceased,  and 
then  to  the  skies,  as  if  there  was  some  connection  between 
them  at  that  moment.  On  laying  the  body  in  the  grave, 
great  care  was  taken  so  to  place  it,  that  the  sun  might  look 
at  it  as  it  passed,  the  natives,  cutting  down  for  that  purpose 
every  shrub  that  (;ould  at  all  obstruct  the  view.  He  was 
placed  on  his  right  side,  with  his  head  to  the  north-west. 
When  the  grave  was  covered  in,  several  branches  of  shrubs 
were  placed  in  a  half  circle  on  the  south  side  of  the  grave, 
extending  them  from  the  foot  to  the  head  of  it.  Grass  and 
boughs  were  likewise  laid  on  the  top  of  it,  and  crowned  with  a 
large  log  of  wood.  This  log  appeared  to  he  placed  there  for 
aom^  particular  purpose;  for,  after  strewing  it  with  grass,  the 
placer  laid  himself  on  it  at  his  length  for  some  minutes,  with 
Jiis  &ce  towards  the  sky.    Every  rite  having  been  peiformed| 
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die  paitf  redred^  Bome  of  the  men  fiM  speaking  ift  a  mena- 
ehig  tone  to  the  womeiL.  Cole-be  and  Wat*te-wal,  who 
seemed  the  most  partkalar  persons  at  this  ceremony)  woe 
painted  red  and  white  over  the  breast  and  riiovldeiBf  and  dia* 
'tingutshed  by  the  tide  of  Moo-by ;  and  it  was  und^stood, 
that  while  they  were  so  distinguished  they  were  to  be  very 
sparing  in  their  meais. 

The  spectators  were  enjoined  on  no  account  to  mention 
the  name  of  the  deceased ;  a  custom  which  they  rigidly  at- 
tended to  themselves  when  any  one  died. 

Sncfa  were  tiie  ceremonies  attendant  on  the  intefment  of 
Ba-loo-der-ry.  When  Barang-a-roo  Dt->ring-ha,  Bennil* 
long's  wife,  died,  he  determined  at  once  to  bum  hef,  and  re- 
quested the  Governor,  the  Judge  Advocate^  and  the  surgeon, 
to  attend  lum.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  relations  and  a 
few  others,  mostly  females. 

Collins,  the  native,  prepared  the  spot  whereon  the  pile  was 
to  be  constructed,  by  excavating  the  giound  with  a  sticky  to 
the  depth  of  three  or  four  indies ;  and  on  the  part  so  turned 
up  were  first  placed  small  sticks  and  light  brush-wood; 
larger  pieces  were  then  laid  on  each  side  of  these;  and  soon 
till  the  pile  might  be  about  three  feet  in  height,  the  ends  and 
aides  of  which  were  thus  formed  of  diy  wood,  whfle  the  mid- 
dle of  it  consisted  of  small  twigs  and  branches^  brok^i  lor 
the  purpose  and  thrown  together.  When  wood  enough  bad 
been  procured,  some  grass  was  spread  over  the  pile^  and  the 
corpse,  covered  with  an  old  blanket,  was  bome  to  it,  and 
placed  vrith  the  head  towards  the  north.  A  basket,  with  the 
fishing  apparatus  and  other  small  furniture  of  the  deceased, 
was  placed  by  her  side;  and  BenniDong  having  laid  seme 
huge  logs  of  wood  over  the  body,  the  p^  was  lighted  by  ofte 
of  the  party.  Bemg  constructed  of  dry  wood,  it  was  qui^ly 
all  in  a  flame,  and  Bennillong  hiasself  pointed  out  to  his  1^- 
ney  friends  a  black  smoke  whieh  proceeded  from  the  centre 
of  the  pile  where  the  body  hiy,  and  signified  that  the  fire  had 
leached  it    The  spot  was  abandoned  kaag  h^re  the  last  hil* 
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kt  was  eonsmned,  and  Ikmrinotig  appcimd  durinf  the  day 
more  cheerful  tiutn  bad  been  evpecc^,  and  spoke  about  find* 
ing  a  norte  ffom  atnoog  the  white  women  to  sudcle  his  child. 

The  followiog  day  be  inirited  the  same  party  to  see  bin 
rake  the  ashes  of  his  wife  tagetber^  and  they  attended  him  to 
the  spot  unacoompaviAed  by  any  of  bia  own  people.  He  pre- 
ceded his  compankNM  in  a  tort  of  solemn  silence)  i^icaking  to 
no  one  until  he  bad  paid  Ba-mng-a-roo  the  last  duties  of  a 
husband.  In  his  hand  be  had  the  spear  with  which  he  meant 
to  pimish  the  cftr-rab-dy  ibr  non-attendance  on  fats  wife  when 
she  was  iti,  with  the  end  Of  which  he  rriied  the  calcined  bones 
and  ashes  together  in  a  heap.  Then,  laying  the  spear  upon 
the  ground^  he  formed  with  a  piece  of  baifc  a  tnmulns  thsit 
would  have  done  credit  to  a  well  practised  grave-digger,  care* 
fblly  laying  the  earth  ronvid,  smoothing  every  Httle  uneven- 
ness,  and  paying  a  scrapukras  attention  to  the  exact  propor^ 
tionof  itsform.  On  each  side  the  tumulus  be  placed  a  log 
of  wood,  and  on  the  top  of  it  deposited  the  piece  of  bark  vriAk 
which  he  laMi  so  carefully  effected  the  construction.  When 
all  was  done,  be  asked  his  ftiends  ^  if  it  was  good,"  and  ap- 
peared pleased  when  assured  that  k  was  sa 

His  deportment  on  the  ooeasfam  was  scdemn  and  manly, 
and  expressive  silence  marked  hn  conduct  tfaroagfaont  the 
scene.  The  gentlemen  attended  bim  as  sttently,  and  with 
close  observation.  He  dkl  not  sirffer  any  tbin^  to  divert  bim 
from  the  business  that  he  had  in  band,  nor  did  be  seem  to  be 
in  the  least  desirous  to  have  it  quickly  dispatched  ;  bvt  paid 
this  last  rite  with  an  attention  that  did  honour  to  his  feelings 
as  a  man,  as  it  seemed  the  result  of  an  heart-felt  affiection  for 
the  object  of  it,  of  whose  person  nothing  now  remained  bat  a 
piece  or  two  of  calcined  bone.  Whea  bii  aoelandioly  work 
was  ended,  be  stood  for  a  few  moments  ^^Utk  his  hands  folded 
over  bis  bosom,  and  his  eye  fixed  upon  bis  latemrs  in  the  at- 
titude of  a  inan  in  profound  thought. 

In  conformity  to  their  eastern)  of  not  pronouncing  the  name 
of  the  deceased,  two  females  called  ^-nmg-a^rop  lost  tbat| 

S 


V 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


138  HISTORY  OF 

aad  took  other  names.  One  of  these  (Cole-be's  wife),  sup- 
▼ived  her  but  a  short  time,  dying  of  a  consumption  brought 
on  by  suckling  a  little  girl  who  was  at  her  breast  when  she 
died.  This  circumstance  led  to  the  knowledge  <rfa  curious 
but  horrid  custom  which  obtains  among  these  people.  The 
mother  died  in  the  town;  and  when  she  was  taken  to  the 
grave,  her  ccnrpse  was  carried  to  the  door  of  every  hut  and 
house  that  she  had  been  accustomed  to  enter  during  the  lat- 
ter days  of  her  illness,  the  bearevs  presenting  her  with  Ait 
same  ceremonies  as  were  used  at  the  fimeral  of  Ba-loo-der-ry^ 
when  the  little  ^rl  Dil*boong  and  the  boy  Be-dia  Bidia  were 
placed  before  hb  corpse. 

When,  the  body  was  laid  in  the  grave,  the  by-standers  woe 
amazed  to- see  the  father  himself  place  the  living  child  in  it 
with  the  mother.  Having  bid  the  child  down,  he  threw 
upon  it  a  large  stone,  and  the  grave  was  instantly  filled  up  by 
the  other  natives.  The  whole  business  was  so  momentary, 
that  the  visitors  had  not  time  or  presence  of  mind  to  prevent 
it ;  and  on  speaking  of  it  ta  Cole-be,  he,  so  far  fhxE  linking 
it  inhuman,  justified  theextraordinaiy  act,  by  saying,  thftt  as 
no  woman  could  be  found  to  nurse  the  child,  it  must  have 
died  a  worse  death  than  that  to  which  he  had  put  it.  FVom 
similar  dnmmstances  afterwards  occurring,  there  is  everyi 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  custom  always  prevails  among 
them ;  and  this  may  in  some  dc^ee  accent  for  the  thinnesa 
of  population  vv^hicK  has  been  observed  among  the  natives  of 
the  country. 

To  sum  up  the  character  of  this  very  remarkable  people^ 
-—they  are  revengeful,  jealous,,  courageous,  and  cunning. 
Their  stealing  on  each  other  in  the  night  for  the  puipese  of 
murder  must  not  be  imputed  to  them  as  a  want  of  bravery  ; 
but  as  the  effect  of  the  diabolical  spirit  of  revenge  which  h 
thus  sought,  to  make  surer  of  its  object  than  it  could  have 
done  if  only  opposed  man  to  man  in  the  field.  Their  con- 
duct when  thus  c^>posed,  the  constancy  with  which  they  en* 
dured  pain,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  accepted  a  suoi-; 
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I  to  die  fighty  are  sorely  proofs  of  their  not  wanting  cou- 
rage. They  disclaim  all  idea  of  any  superiority  that  is  not 
personal;  fbr  when  Ben*nil-long  had  ashield,  made  of  tin 
and  covered  with  leather,  presented  to  him  by  Governor 
Phillip,  he  took  it  down  with  him  to  the  harbour,  whence  he 
returned  without  it,  saying  that  he  had  lost  it ;  but,  in  fact. 
It  had  been  taken  from  him  and  destroyed  by  his' countrymen, 
it  being  deemed  unfair  to  cover  hhn^elf  with  such  a  guard. 

They  might  have  been  honest  before  the  white  people  came 
among  them,  not  having  much  to  covet  from  one  another^ 
but  from  their  new  friends  they  stole  every  thing  that  they 
could.  While  they  only  pilfered  what  could  gratify  their  ap- 
petites,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  they  would  take 
articles  of  which  they  could  not  possibly  kaow  the  use. — 
Early  in  the  settlement,  one  of  them  stc4e  a  ease  of  instru* 
ments  from  the  pocket  of  one  of  the  medical  gentlemen; 
and  could  he  have  been  watched  to  his  retreat,  there  is  not  a 
doubt  but  he  would  have  been  seen  to  lay  his  booty  upon  Iris 
bead,  as  an  ornament,  the  place  to  which  at  first  every  thing 
l^ven  to  them  was  usually  consigned. 

That  they  are  not  strangers  to  the  occasional  practise  of 
Msehood,  is  apparent  from  the  words  truth  and  falsehood 
being  found  in  their  language ;  but,  independent  of  this, 
pfbofs  are  not  wanting  of  their  being  adepts  in  the  arts  of  eva- 
sion and  lying;  and  when  doubts  have  been  entertained  of 
some  of  their  tales,  they  would  vifith  much  earnestness  assert 
the  truth  of  them ;  and  when  fpeaking  of  other  natives  they 
have  as  anxiously  wished  to  prove  that  they  had  told  nothing 
but  lies. 

Their  talent  for  mimickry  is  very  great.  Even  the  chil- 
dren made  it  a  favourite  diversion  to  mimic  the  peculiarities 
of  those  whom  they  saw,  winch  they  did  with  the  happiest 
success.  They  are  susceptible  of  friendship,  and  capable  of 
feeling  sorrow ;  but  this  latter  sensation  they  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  encouraging  long.  At  the  funeral  of  a  native  boy, 
die  father^s  tears  were  seen  to  fall  plentifully,  though  silentlv> 
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daiTBhistable  cheek;  bot  in  a  Utde  time  thcf  were diidi^ 
and  the  old  man's  face  indicated  nothing  but  the  lapae  of 
many  yean  which  bad  passed  over  his  head. 

With  attention  and  kind  treatment  they  oeitainly  might  be 
made  a  very  serviceable  peopk ;  they  weve  fr eqHeotly  em- 
ployed in  the  boats  belonging  to  the  settlement,  and  were  as 
handy  and  as  useful  as  any  other  pcvsc^is  could  have  been ; 
some  of  them  vere  likewise  engsged  in  taking  the  fmnei^s 
stock  into  the  woods,  and  never  fiuled  to  bring  home  the  right 
numbers,  though  they  have  not  any  knowledge  of  numemr 
tion  beyond  three  or  fouv. 

Their  acquaintance  with  astsooomy  is  limited  to  tbe  naaaes 
of  the  sun  and  mooo^  some  few  stais,  the  Magellanic  cleiida» 
and  the  milky  way.  Of  the  eircttlar  Conn  of  the  earth  tb^ 
have  not  the  smaUeat  idea;  but  imagine  that  the  son  leturai 
over  their  heads  during  the  nj^^t  to  tbe  quarter  whmce  he 
begins  bis  course  in  tbe  moaming. 

As  they  never  make  provision  for  the  morxowy  except  at  m 
whale-feast)  they  always  eat  as  k>^g  aa  they  have  axiy  tUmg 
left,  and  when  satisfied,  stretch  themselves  out  ia  the  sun  to 
sleep,  where  they  remain  until  hunger  or  some  other  cause 
calls  them  again  into  action*  The  men  frequently  indulge  a 
great  degree  of  indolence  at  the  expeoce  of  the  womeo,  wha 
are  compelled  to  sit  in  their  canoe,  exposed  to;the  fervoor  of 
the  mid-day  sw,  hour  after  hour,  chaunting  their  Iiltk  soug, 
and  inviting  tbe  fish  beneath  them  to  tijce  their  bait :  for 
without  a  sufficient  quantity  to  maj^e  a  mea)  fx  their  tyrants, 
who  are  lymg  asleep  at  their  enie^  Ihey  would  iRseet  but  a  rude 
reception  on  their  hmdiAg. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

H^alatbns  adopted  by  laev^nant-Ooreroor  Grose-— Caigo  of  the 
Araerioan  Veasel  purdiafled—ExtroiBe  Heal  and  Confiagratioci— 
Deaths  in  179$ — ^Various  Occucrences — ^Kaofooioo  Ground  opcnad 
— ^TheShah  Hermuzear  arrives— Is  followed  by  two  Spanish  Ship»-» 
Civilities  passed  between  the  Officers  of  the  two  Nations — Plan  for 
conveying  Cattle  from  India — ^The  Da?dalus  arrives— Cattle  lost— 
Discovered  by  Captain  Vancouver — ^Two  natives  of  New  Zealancf 
bnmg^t  IB — Phoenomenoft  in  liie  Sky*— Mattny  on  Board  the  Kitty 
-•-Celebiatioa  of  his  Ma^iesty's  Birtl^ay. 

On  the  dspartfure  of  Governor  FbUUp  the  govenHDeat  of 
the  colony  devolved,  by  his  Majesty^s  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seai  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the  lieutenant-GoTemor, 
Major  Francis  Grose,  of  the  New  South  Wales  eorps.  At 
his  takiqg  upon  himself  the  government,  on  which  occasion 
the  usual  oaths  were  adnunistered  by  the  Judge-Advocate, 
he  gave  out  the  following  order,  regulating  the  mode  of  car- 
ryix]^  on  the  duty  at  Panamatta: — 

^AU  aideis  given  hy  the  Captain  who  commands  at  Parra^ 
matta,  respecting  the  convicts  stationed  there,  are  to  be  obey* 
edj  and  all  cooqilaiBts  or  reports  that  would  he  made  to  the 
lAeutenant-Govemor  when  pr^nt,  are  in  hisahsenee  to  be 
communicated  to  Captain  Foyeaux,  or  such  other  captain  as 
may  be  doii^  duQr  with  the  detachment." 

This  was  subatitntiDg  the  militaiy  for  the  civil  ofiicer^ 
which  before  this  period  had  neuter  been  die  case ;  the  mili- 
tary power  having  hitherto  been  coaatdered  as  requisite  only 
for  the  protection  of  the  stores,  and  the  discharge  of  such  du* 
ties  as  bekmged  to  their  proCession,  without  any  shave  in  the 
dicectkxi  of  the  colony;  the  commandir^  officer  of  the  corps 
or  f^^iment  serving  in  the  territory  excepted,  who  hddlike*- 
vise  the  civil  a{^intmeot  of  Lieotmiant^Governor.  Similar 
M^htione  took plaeesA  Sydney;  and  ina lew  days  af^  they 
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were  enforced  by  another  order,  which  directed,  **  that  all 
enquiries  by  the  civil  magbtrate  were  in  future  to  be  dis- 
pensed with,  until  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  given  direc- 
tions on  the  subject;  and  the  convicts  were  on  no  account  to 
be  .punished  but  by  his  particular  order/' 

At  Sydney  it  had  been  usual  for  the  magistrates  to  take  ex- 
aminations, and  make  enquiry  into  the  offences,  either  weekly, 
or  as  occasion  required,  and  to  order  such  punishment  as  they 
thought  necessary,  always  reporting  their  proceedings  to  the 
chief  authority. 

It  must  be  noticed,  that  at  this  time  the  civil  magistrates 
in  the  colony  consisted  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the 
Judge- Advocate,  who  were  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  virtue  of 
their  respective  commissions;  the  Rev.  Mr  Johnson;  Au- 
gustus Alt  and  Richard  Atkins,  Esquires,  who  had  been 
sworn  in  as  magistrates  by  authority  of  the  Governor. 

As  no  inconvenience  had  ever  been  experienced  in  the 
mode  which  was  practised  of  conducting  the  business  of  the 
settlement,  the  necessity  or  cause  for  these  alterations  wai 
not  directly  obvious ;  and  could  not  be  accounted  for  finona 
any  other  motive,  than  that  preference  which  a  military  man 
might  be  supposed  to  give  to  carrying  on  the  service  by  means 
of  his  own  officers,  rather  than  by  any  other. 

On  the  17th  a  distinction  was  made  for  the  first  time  in 
the  ration,  the  Commissary  being  directed  to  issue  to  the 
civil  and  military  departments,  including  superintendants, 
watchmen,  overseers,  and  settlers  from  the  marines,  six 
pounds  of  flour,  and  but  two  of  rice,  per  week,  instead  of 
three  pounds  of  flour  and  five  oMce,  which  was  the  allowance 
of  the  convicts.  This  distinction  was  intended  to  be  discon- 
tinued whenever  the  full  ration  could  be  served. 

The  stock  which  had  been  distributed  among  die  settlers 
by  Governor  Phillip  for  the  purpose  of  breeding  from,  ap- 
peared to  have  been  thrown  away  upon  them  when  viewed  as 
a  breeding-stock  for  settlers.  No  sooner  was  the  Adantic 
out  of  sight,  than  the  major  part  of  them  were  offered  for 
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jale;  and  there  was  little  doubt^  that  had  they  not  been 
bought  by  the  officers,  in  a  few  weeks  most  of  them  would 
have  been  destroyed.  By  this  conduct,  as  far  as  their  indivi- 
dual benefit  was  concerned,  they  had  put  it  oat  of  their  power 
to  reap  the  advantage  which  the  Governor  intended  by  his 
bounty  to  them;  but  by  this  means  the  stock  was  saved,  and 
bad  fallen  into  hands  that  certainly  would  not  wantonly  de* 
stroy  it.  There  were  some  among  the  settlers  who  had  ex- 
changed their  sheep  for  goats;  but  in  general  they  were  so 
ignorant  and  improvident  as  to  accept  of  nothing  but  spirits 
as  the  price  of  what,  if  properly  used,  would  have  been  to 
them  invaluable. 

About  this  time  they  were  visited  by  the  Hope^  an  Ameri- 
can ship  from  Rhode  Island,  with  a  small  cargo  of  provisions  ' 
and  spirits  for  sale.  The  master  declared  that  his  puttbg 
into  harbour  was  for  the  puipose  of  procuring  wood  and  wa- 
ter ;  thus  making  the  sale  of  his  cargo  appear  to  be  but  a  se- 
condary object  with  him. 

During'  this  month  two  warrants  of  emancipation  were 
granted,  together  with  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  to  Ensign 
Cummings,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps.  In  the  instruc- 
tions for  granting  lands  in  tliat  country,  no  mention  of  officers 
had  yet  been  ouule;  it  was,  however,  £Eurly  presumed,  that 
the  officers  could  not  be  intended  to  be  precluded  from  the 
participation  of  any  advantages  which  the  crown  might  have 
to  bestow  in  the  settlements ;  particularly  as  the  greatest  in 
its  gift,  the  free  possession  of  land,  was  held  out  to  people 
who  had  forfeited  their  lives  before  they  were  sent  into  that 
country. 

Among  the  regulations  which  took  place  at  Sydney  must 
be  noticed  the  dispensing  with  the  officer's  guard  which  had 
always  mounted  there,  and  the  changing  the  hours  of  labour. 
The  convicts  had  more  time  given  to  them,  for  the  purpose 
not  only  of  avoiding  the  heat  of  the  day,  but  of  making  them- 
selves comfortable  at  home.    They  were  directed  to  work 
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fifom  five  in  the  moniiDg  until  mne ;  rest  untB  ftmr  is  the  mf^ 
ternoon,  and  then  labmir  until  sun-set. 

The  weather  during  December  had  been  extreoiely  hot 
On  the  Sth  the  wind  Mew  strong  from  the  northward  of  west; 
and,  to  add  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  atmosphere,  the  coiin^ 
try  was  every  where  on  fire.  At  Sydney,  the  grass  at  the 
back  of  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  cove,  having  eithei 
caught  or  been  set  on  fire  by  the  natives,  the  flames,  aided  by 
the  wind,  which  at  that  time  blew  violently,  spread  and  n^ed 
with  incredible  Airy.  One  house  was  burnt  down ;  several 
gardens  with  their  fences  were  destroyed,  and  the  whole  face 
of  the  hill  was  on  fire,  threatening  every  thatched  hut  widi 
destruction.  The  confagration  was,  with  much  difficulty, 
(notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  military,)  got  onder^ 
after  some  time,  and  prevented  from  doing  any  further  mis- 
chief. At  diflferent  times  during  thb  uncomfortable  day  distant 
thunder  was  heard,  the  m  darkened,  and  some  few  drops  of 
rain  fell.  The  apparent  danger  from  the  fires  drew  ail  per- 
sons out  of  their  houses  $  and  on  going  into  the  parehing  air, 
h  was  scarcely  possible  to  breathe ;  the  heat  was  tnsuppoit- 
able;  and  vegetatbn  seemed  to  suffer  much,  the  leaves  of 
many  culinary  pknts  being  reduced  to  powder*  The  ther- 
mometer in  the  shade  rose  above  one  hundred  degrees.  Sonfie 
rein  felling  towards  evening,  this  excessive  heat  abated. 

At  Parramatta,  and  Tongabbe,  also,  the  heat  was  exbeme; 
ibe  country  there  too  was  every  where  in  flames.  One  setther 
was  a  great  sufierer.  The  fire  had  s^ead  to  his  ferm;  bvt^ 
by  the  efibrts  of  his  people  and  neighbours  was  got  uodeit, 
and  its  progress  supposed  to  be  efiectually  checked,  when  ftn 
ttoluckly  ^ark  from  a  tree,  which  had  been  on  fire  to  the 
topmost  branch,  flying  upon  the  thatch  of  the  hot  where  hta 
people  lived,  it  blazed  out,  and  the  hut,  with  all  tlie  out* 
buildings,  and  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  jvst  got  into  a  stack, 
were  in  a  few  minutes  destndyed. 

There  died  between  the  1st  of  January  and  Slst  of  De« 
cember,  1792,  two  of  the  dvil  department,  six  soldiers^  four 
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littiidred  and  eq^een  mnie  convicts,  eighteen  female  con« 
victSi  «m1  nventjr-Miiiie  chilHren ;  one  mate  eon^ct  was  ex-* 
edited ;  and  thi«e  Were  lost  ia  the  woods :  making  on  the 
whole  a  deetease  of  four  hundred  and^  eighty-two  persons. 

The  priee  ol  stodr,  gnao^  and  other  articles,  remained 
much  the  same  as  at  the  dose  of  the  former  year)  that  of  fish 
and  v«getd>les  vnried  ftbm  ddy  to  day$  spirits  in  exchange 
#erB  esdaaated  «t  from  twelve  to  twenty  dhiltings  per  gal*> 
Ion;  porter  was  sold  from  nine  to  ten  |x»unds  per  hogshead^ 
or  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling  add  three-pence  per 
qtiart. 

Divine  service  was  now  performed  at  six  o'clock  in.  the 
moniiag*  For  want  of  a  building  dedicated  to  that  purpose, 
muky  ineoavemeilees  were  suflered,  as  wiell  by  th^  clergyman 
as  by  tfaooe  who  attended  htm.  The  lieutenant-Governor, 
therefore,,  did  not  require  the  ceremony  to  be  performed  moi^ 
than  ooceaday;  and  diat  the  health  of  the  C(Hiviicts  might 
not  be  injured  from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  which  at  that  season 
of  the  year  was  e:ac6^ve,  he  directed  the  <^burch  dM  to  be 
beat  at  a  quarter  1>efare  six  in  die  morning.  The  overseers 
wet«  et^ofaied  to^  be  particularly  careful  to  ooUeot  as  many  of 
their  gangs  io  attend  Mr  Jbhnson,  as  could  CMVehiently  bd 
brought  logetber;  for,  although  it  was  not  wished  that  the 
huti  shoUdd  be  left  without  pioper  penons  to  look  after  theo^ 
it  was  nevertheless  expected  that  no  idle  excuse  should  keep 
the  convicts  fimn  attending  divine  servicsCi 

Ob  the  lath  of  January,  179S,  the  Hope  sailed  for  Canton. 
On  the  15th,  the  aignal^  which  never  foiled'  to  give'  satis* 
hetmBk  in  the  ooioay,  was  made  at  the  South  Head,  and  seve* 
lal  faoatB  went  down;  bdt  when  night  dosed,  it  was  only 
Inunvn  that  a  ship  was  o£P.  A  large  fire,  for  the  information 
of  the  stmnger,  was  made,. and  at  ten  the  following  morning 
tlie  BeUbna  reached  Ae  Cove  from  England,  whence  she  had 
miled  aa  th;  8th  of  Ai^^^  having  on  board  a  cargo  of 
stores  and  provi«bns  for  the  colony;  seventeen  female  con- 
victs; five  settlers  aad  their  fitmilies;  a  person  engaged  ps  a 

T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


146  ^         HISTORY  OF 

master  millwright,  at  a  salary  of  100/.  per  amiinn,  and  a  ; 
tcr  blacksmith.  The  Quaker  femilies  which  had  been 
pected  for  some  time  had  engaged  to  take  their  passs^  in  the- 
Bellona;  but  it  was  said  that  they  had  been  diverted  fio» 
dieir  purpose  by  some  misrejNresentatioQs  whidi  bad  been 
made  to  them  respecting  the  country. 

Among  other  articles  by  the  Bellona,  five  pipes  of  porT 
wine  and  a  quantity  of  rum  were  received,  being  consigned 
to  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  of  being  s<dd  to  the  officers 
of  the  civil  and' military  establishments  at  prime  cost  5  and 
three  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  garrison,  and  others. 

The  shamefdl  impositions  which'  had  been  practised  by 
many  who  had  carried  out  articles  for  sale  indie  colony^,  and 
the  advantage  whiclkin  too  many  inetonces  had  been  taken  al 
their  necessities^  bad  been  properly  stated  at  home,  and  this 
measure  had  been  adopted  by  govenimeat  for  their  acoom- 
modation.  The  wine  was  immediately  disiribvted;  comiiig 
to  the  oflkcR,  after  every  expenee,  at  19L  lOs.  per  h^shead, 
andthe  rum  at  five  shillings  per  gidlon*.  The  tdbacoo  was 
likely  to  ramain  for  some  time  undisposed  ef,  as  a  quantity 
had  been  before  taken  to  the  settlement,  and  wa»  selling  at 
a  lower  price  than  could  be  tidcen  for  that  imported  by  tbb 
ship ;  and  tobacco* had  formed  ^material  astide  of  tlie  differ- 
ent investments  in  the  Brimnnia. 

On  the  landing  of  the  Bdldna'a  caigo,  much  of  it  was 
found  to  be  damaged ;-  the  strip  had  been  overloaded,  and  had 
met  with  very  boisterous  weather  on  her  passage.  This  prac^ 
tice  of  crowding  too  much  into  one  shipy  bad  in  many  in* 
stances  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  cokmy;.  in  the  peeseot 
instance,  of  the  Russia  Duck  (which  gevemnient*faad  ordes^ 
ed  for  the  frocks  and  trowscrs  of  the  conviots,  instead  of  the 
Osnaburgs  so  much  complained  of,)  difty-eight  boles,  con- 
taining thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  '»ad  for^'^eij^  yanis 
and  which  was  most  excellent  of  its  kind,  were  damaged; 
sixty^Dine  casks  of  flour  also  were  found  to  be  much  ii^  ored. 
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Of  ^eventjr-iix  hogsheads  of  molasses,  eleven  hundred  aod 
seventy-two  gallons  were  found  to  have  leaked  out ;  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  gallons  of  wine,  and  seventy-nine  gal-  ^ 
Jons  of  mm  weie  deficienti  owing  to  improper  stowage ; 
'Aiee  hundred  and  thirty-five  hammocks^  thirteen  rugs,  five 
famidred  and  twesty-seven  yards  of  brown  dotha,  and  one  case 
*of  stationary,  were  rendered  totally  unfit  for  use.  Of  these 
artkdes,  there  was  not  oae  which  in  its  proper  state  would  not 
have  been  most  valuable  \  and  when  the  expence  attending 
their  oonveyance,  the  inconvemenoe  that  must  be  felt  for 
the  want  of  every  damaged  article,  and  the  impossibility  of 
getting  them  rqilaced  for  a  gveat  length  of  time,  wer^s  oon- 
sadoied,  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  4heir  precise  value. 

Among  the  occuirences  of  the  month  was  the  untimefy 
end  of  two  women  and  a  child.  These  unfortunate  people 
had  been  dffiiAiog  with  others  at  Sydney,  and  were  proceed- 
ing to  Parnunatta,  in  a  boat  with  Williams^  tiie  husband  of 
4Mie  ef  die -women,  when  the  boat  upse^  and  the  man  alone 
was  saved,  though  he  had  snatched  his  infant  from  the 
wvrtdied  mother'a  grasp  before  she  finally  sunk,  and  brought 
it  to  shore;  but  for  want  of  immediate  medical  aid,  it  was 
soon  past  the  troubles  in  which  a  lengthened  date  would  most 
piohfldbiy^  have  se^a  it  involved;  for  its  parents  had  been  noted 
£ar their  depravity;  they  had  been  rioting  and  fighting  with 
each  other  the  moment  before  they  got  into  the  boat.  The 
hodies  of  these  two  unfortunate  women  were  found  a  few 
days  afterwards,  when  the  imfeeling  husband  buried  bis  wife 
and  child  within  a  v^  few  feet  of  his  own  dooc  The  pro- 
4icBcy  of  this  man,  indeed,  manifested  itself  in  a  strange 
.manner :  a  short  time  after  he  had  thus  buried  his  wife,  he 
was  seen  sitting  at  his  door,  with  a  bottle  of  rum  iu  bis  hand, 
and  actual^  drioking  one  glass  and  pouring  anotlier  oikher 
.|^ve  until  it  was  enqitied,.  prefacing  every  libation,  by  de*- 
claring  how  well  she  had  loved  it  during  her  life.  He  ap- 
Iteaied  to  be  in  a  state  of  insanity,  as  this  anecdote  certainly 
testifies;  hut  the  mekmcholy  &teof  those <wo  beings  who 
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ought  to  have  been  60  deur4o  him,  ^iaolen^Cftr  tohwesat 
heavy  on  his  heart* 

The  LAeutenaftt-Gevernor  propodqg  to  opeo  and  jcakmMe 
the  grouod  conraiODly  known  bj  the  name  -of  KangooMd 
ground,  situate  to  the  westwavd  of  the  t0wn  of  fiydvejr,  he^ 
tween  that  settlemeaA  and  Farramatta,  a  gang  of  oonvieu  was 
sent  from  the  latter  place  for  that  purpose.  The  soil  heie 
was  much  better  for  agrioidtufe  than  that  knmediatefy  a^- 
cent  to  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  the  groimd  biy  well  for  evlii* 
vationj  but  it  had  hithorlo  been  neg^oted,  fmm  its  being 
deficient  in  that  grand  essential,  water,  on  wfaidi  account  Bnr«- 
nimatta  had  been  preferred  to  it.  The  eligibility  of  culti- 
vating it,  was  now,  however,  going  to  be  tried;  and  pemus- 
sion  having  been  received  bf  the  BeUona  to  gnuit  hmdii  to 
those  officers  who  mig^t  de»re  it,  pvcmded  tlie  situations  of 
the  allotnients  were  such  as  might  be  asdvaMugeous  to  bmm 
fide  settlers  hereafter,  several  ofieen  chose  Alb  as  the  spfk 
which  they  would  cultivate;  and  allotment  of  onehnudsed 
acres  each,  were  marked  out  for  the  clergyman  (vho,  to  o^ 
tain  a  grai/t  there,  relinquished  his  right  to  the  land  aBaHsed 
for  the  minister),  for  the  principal  surgeon,  «nd  two  officen  of 
the  corps. 

Early  in  February,  the  settlers  who  came  out  in  the  Bello- 
tia  todk  possession  of  then*  grounds.  Being  aH  free  people, 
<me  convict  excepted,  who  was  allowed  to  settle  with  them; 
they  gave  the  a^^latioB  of  ^'Liberty  Plains''  to  the  distiiet 
in  which  their  forms  were  rituated.  The  conditions  under 
which  they  engaged  to  settle  were,  ^  To  have  their  pussi^pBt 
][arovided  by  government ;  an  assortment  of  tools  and  inqple- 
'mcnt»  to  be  furnished  them  from  the  public  stcMres;  to  he 
supplied  with  two  years'  provisions;  their  hmds  to  be  gmntad 
free  of  expence;  the  service  of  convicts  also  to  be  assigned 
them,  and  these  were  likewise  to  have  two  yeais'  provisiona, 
and  one  year*s  clodiing." 

Many  more  officers  availed  themselves  of  the  assent  given 
by  government  to  their  oecupyiqp  lands,  and  foud  some  at 
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Vunrmiiatta,  and^itfienjii  diftrent  parts  of  the  bai^nr.  They 
began  their  settleEnenls  in  high  spirits ;  the  oecessaiy  toob 
wdA  inqileiDeiits  of  hosbandry  were  famished  to  then  fhnn  the 
stores;  mid  they  were  allowed  each  the  use  of  ten  convicts. 
F^rom  their  exertkNis  the  lieateoant-Govemor  was  sanguine 
in  his  hopes  of  being  enabled  to  increase  considerably  the  cid^ 
dFtttionof  the  oomitry;  th^  appeared,  indeed,  lo  enter  vigor- 
oiiftly  into  his  views;  and  not  being  restrained  from  paying  far 
laboar  with  spirits,  they  got  a  great  deal  of  work  done  at  their 
several  fitrms  {on  those  days  when  the  coftTictB  did  not  work 
fo  r  the  poUic),  by  hiring  the  diffisrent  gangs ;  the  great  labour 
^  burning^  timber  after  it  wan  cut  down,  required  some 
mich  extiB  aid. 

On  Monday  the  Kth,  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  of  four  hon- 
ored tons  burtlien,  arrived  from  Calcutta,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Bampton,  wlio  had  embarked  some  property  on  a  private  spe- 
cuhition.  He  had  on  board,  when  he  smled,  one  bull,  twenty- 
faur  eows,  two  hundred  and  twenty  sheep,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  goats,  five  horses,  and  six  asses ;  together  with  a  quan- 
tity of  beef,  flour,  rice,  wheat,  gram,  paddy,  and  sugar;  a  few 
pipes  of  wine,  some  flat  iroti,  and  copper  sufficient  for  the 
sloop's  bottom  which  had  been  received  in  frame  by  the  Pitt; 
a  large  quantity  of  spirits,  and  some  canvas.  In  the  article  of 
stock,  however,  Mr.  Bampton  had  been  unfortunate.  His 
<!«ttle  died ;  of  the  sheep  more  than  half  perished ;  one  horse 
and  three  asses  died ;  and  very  few  of  the  goats  survived  the 
voyage,  Aough  by  no  means  a  long  one,  having  been  per- 
(omed  in  eight  weeks,  and  in  good  weather.  TTiis  mortality 
evidently  did  not  proceed  from  any  want  of  proper  care,  but 
was  to  be  ascribed  to  then-  having  b^cn  embaiked  immedi- 
ately oaheing  taken  from  the  fields,  and  consequently  want- 
ing that  stamina  which  a  sea  voy^  required.  The  settle- 
ment not  yet  heing  in  possession  of  that  plenty  which  would 
have  warranted  the  rejecting  of  a  cargo  of  provisions,  parti- 
cularly when  brought  on  speculation,  this  was  purchased,  al 
chough  not  iounediately  wanted;  but  it  was  considered  that 
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^e  hour  of  distress  might  again  arrive,  and  occasion  mi|^t 
•occur  that  would  excite  a  wish,  perhaps  in  vain,  for  a  cargo 
of  provisions  from  Bengal.  In  addition  to  these  reasons,  it 
must  be  remariced,  that  the  difierent  articles  which  were  pur- 
chased were  of  the  best  quality,  and  offered  on^reaaonable 
terms. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  a  Spanish  officer  arrived  at  the  Go- 
vernor s  house,  with  information  that  two  ships  of  his  country 
had  anchbred  in  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour*  These  proved 
to  be  the  vessels  of  whose  expected  arrival  intelligence  had 
been  received  from  England  in  the  year  1790,  and  to  whom 
it' was  recommended  that  every  attention  should  be  paid. 
They  were  named  the  Descuvierta  and  Atrevida  (the  Disco- 
very and  Intrepid) ;  the  former  commanded  by  Don  Alexan- 
dro  Malaapina,  with  a  broad  pendant  as  the  commander  of  the 
expedition,  and  the  latter  by  Don  Jos^  de  Bustamante  y 
Guerra.  They  had  been  three  years  and  a  .half  from  £urope 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery  and  information ;  and  were  now  ar- 
rived from  Manilla,  after  a  passage  of  ninety-six  daya; 
touching  in  their  way  to  Sydney  at  Dusky  Bay  in  New  Ze^r- 
land,  which  they  had  left  about  a  fortnight 

On  their  going  up,  they  anchored  just  abreast  of  the  two 
points  which  formed  Sydney  Gove,  declining  to  salute,  as  it 
was  not  in  th^  power  of  the  G!ovem6r  to  return  it.  Hieae 
ships  were  of  three  hundred  find  five  tons  burthen  each,  and 
were  built  for  the  particular  voyage  on  which  they  were  sent. 
They  were  well  manned,  and  had,  besides  the  officers  custo* 
mary  in  king's  ships,  a  botanist  and  a  limner  on  board  eack 
vessel. 

Having  requested  to  erect  an  observatory,  they  chose  the 
Point;  of  the  Cove  on  which  a  hut  hi^d  been  built  for  Bennii- 
lonj^  making  use  of  the  hut  to  secure  their  instruments. 
They  did  not  profess  to  be  in  want  of  much  assistance;  but 
auch  as  they  did  require  wasdirected  to  be  given  them  with- 
out any  expence ;  it  was  indeed  too  inconsiderable  to  become 
an  object  of  charge. 
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The  arrival  of  these  strangers,  together  with  that  of  the 
ship  from  Bengal,  gave  a  pleasant  diversity  to  the  dull  rou- 
tine that  commonly  prevailed  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  every 
one  striving  to  make  their  abode  among  them  as  cheerful  a& 
possible,  and  to  convince  them,  that  though  severed  from  the 
modier  country,  and  residing  in  woods  and  among  savages, 
they  had  not  forgotten  the  hospitalities  due  to  a  stranger. 

On  the  2,1st  of  March  the  Kitty  returned  from  N<Mrfolk 
Island.  Governor  King  had  sent  back  in  her  a  number  of 
free  pec^le  and  convicts,  having  been  desirous  to  get  rid  of 
any  such  characters  as  might  be  dangerous  or  troublesome  to 
him.  This  gentleman  wrote  very  fitvourably  of  the  settle* 
ment  under  bis  cornmand.  The  crops  h$d  been  so  abundant 
as.  to  insure  him  a  Aifficleney  of  wbeat-and  maize  for  the  next 
twelve  months.  The  inhabitants  were  healthy,  and  the  beha- 
viour of  the  convicts  had  in  general  merited  commendation, 
limestone  havii^  beeu  found  in  great  abundance,  enabled 
Mr  King  to  erect  buildings  widi  more  extent  and  security 
than  had  hitherto  been  done  in  New  South  Wales :  several 
casks  of  thb  useful  article  were  now  imported  in  the  Kitty, 
with  a  quantity  of  plank. 

The  Spanish  officers  having  nearly  completed  the  astrono- 
mical observatioss.which  the  Commodore  thought  it  n<eces- 
sary  to  make  in  that  port,  that  officer  signified  his  intention  of 
shortly  puttii^  to  sea  on  the  further  prosecution  of  the  in- 
structions and  orders  which  he  had  received  fiom  his  court; 
Previous  to  their  departure,  however,  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, with  the  officers  of  the  settlement  and  of  the  corps,  were 
entertained  first  on  board  the  Descuvierta,  and  the  next  day 
<m  boaid  the  Atrevida,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  being  each 
day  received  with  a  salute  of  nine  guns,  with  a  Spanbh  fhg 
hoisted  on  the  foretop-mast*head,  being  the  compliment  that 
is  paid  in  the  Spanish  service  to  a  Lieutenant-Geneml.  The 
dinner  was  prepared  and  served  up  after  their  own  custom, 
and  bore  every  appearance  of  having  been  furnished  from  a 
plentiful  market.    The  health  of  their  respective  sovereigns^ 
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being  united  in  one  wfehy  were  dmnk  with  <veiy  txlam  <£t^ 
probatbO)  under  a  discharge  of  caiinoa;^  and  *^  Prospcritj  «^ 
the  British  Coloniea  i»  New  Soutb  Wales/'  eonduded  the 
ceremonials  of  each  day»  During  tbeif  stiif  the  gientest  har- 
mony subsisted  between  the  seamen  of  the  two  ships  and  our 
people^  the  lattef  in  but  few  insianoea  es^itiog^  ikm  nimMe» 
fingosed  talente  among  them;  sMcfa^  however^  as  did  cftoote 
to  hi^ard  a  di^li^»  and  were  ddtecled»:  lieoeivpd  severe  pu- 
nbhaient. 

The  master  of  the  Shah  Honnuitear  having  laid  beCwe  the. 
lieutenant-Goremor  some  propotab  for  conveying  cattle  tx^* 
that  oountry)  they  were  taken  into  eonsidenrtion ;  and  in  m 
few  days  a. contract  was  entered  btp  between  Mr  fiamptota 
Q»hi»  own  party  and  Major  Grose  OB  the  part  of  the  orown.^ 
wherein  it  was  eoveoanted^  that  Mr  BfSmf¥>n  sboiiU  freight^ 
4t  some  port  in  Indhy  a  ship  with  one  httnd«ed<  head;  ot  huge 
draught  catitle}  ona  hundred  tons  of  the  best  pidvinon  riee^ 
and  one  hundred  and  fif^gr  tons  €>f  the  best  dhoU)  both  articles 
to  be  equal  in  qwalityto  smnples  iben.  produced;  and  one 
hundred  tons  of  the  best  Iiish*-ctired  beef  orpork^  or,  in  lien 
of  the  salt  provisions,  fifty  tons  of  rice.  For  Ae  cattk,  M^r 
Bampton  was  to  receive  at  the  mte  of  thkty^iive  pmrnds  ster- 
lihg  per  head  for  all  that  ahoold  bind  in.  a  raecchantable  oon^ 
dition  in  the  colony  |  for  die  rice,  twenty-six  peonds  sterlkify 
and  fov  the  dhdl,  e^hteen  pounds  sterling  for  every  mer* 
chantablA  ton  which  idiould  be  landed;  andhstly,  foar-pencs 
bal^tf^  per  pound  for  the  salt  provisiims*.  T&e  master  was 
bofmd  in  onetfaousaml  five  hundred  pounds  penalty  to  fulfil 
Aese  conditions. 

On  the  20th  of  April  the  Dfledtdus'  istore^hip^  fimD  tha 
nortb-west  coast  of  ijmerka,  anrtved  in  Sydbey  Cow.  Tha 
Diedidus  left  England  with  a  cargo  of  pprdvjsions  and  stores^ 
consisting  chiefly  of  articles  of  traffic^  for  tbe  use  of  the  ves** 
aeb  undor  the  command  of  Captain  Vancouver,  whom  Am 
joined  at  N<>odca  Sound,  on  the  nortk-wast  coast  «f  America  j 
and  it  was  dea^ed  tbat  she  should>  after  delivering  her  carr 
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go^  ^  ^patdied  to  that  colony  with  sach  stock  as  she  might 
be  able  ta  procure  from  the  diferent  islands  whereat  she 
might  touchy  and  be  afterwards  employed  as  the  service  might 
require,  should  Captain  Vancouver  not  make  any  application 
for  berrebim;  which  was  thought  probable,  as  well  as  that 
he  might  require  some  a»istance  from  the  colony. 

Qttt  of  six  bulls,  twelve  cows,  six  rams,  eight  ewes,  and  one 
hundred  hogs,  which  the  Daedalus  had  on  board,  four  sheep 
and  about  eif^ty  hogs  only  survived  the  voyage,  which  was 
again  imputed  to  their  being  taken  ftom  grass.  The  hogs 
were  in  general  much  reduced,  thoi^^h  apparently  of  a  very 
fine  breed.    They  had  been  brought  from  Otaheite. 

The  Dssdalus  having  touched  at  the  northernmost  island 
of  New  Zealand,  lieutenant  Hanson  brought  away  with  him 
two  natives  of  that  country,  according  to  directions  which  he 
had  received,  fiur  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  settlers  at 
Norfolk  Island  in  the  manufacture  of  the  flax'plant.  They 
were  both  young  men,  and  were  sent  in  the  Shah  Hormu- 
zear  to  that  place* 

An  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  sky  waa  observed  by 
several  people  between  five  and  m  o'clock  in  the  evening  ^ 
Friday  the  12th  of  the  month.  It  waa  noticed  in  the  north* 
west,  and  appeared  as  if  a  ray  of  forked  lightning  had  been 
stationary  in  that  quarter  of  the  sky  for  about  fifteen  minutes^ 
which  was  the  time  it  was  visible*  It  was  not  to  be  discern- 
ed, however,  after  the  sun  had  quitted  the  horizon. 

The  Kitty  transport  being  fitted  for  her  return  to  England^ 
it  was  intended  that  she  should  sail  on  the  second  of  June. 
Her  departure  was,  however,  delayed  by  the  appearance  of  a 
mutiny  among  the  sailors  at  the  very  moment  of  being  or- 
dered to  get  the  anchor  up  and  proceed  to  sea.  The  master, 
Mr  George  Ramsay,  had  frequently  complained  cl  some  of 
the  sailors  of  his  ship  for  various  ofienoes,  and  several  of 
them  had  been  punished  on  shore;  one,  in  particular,  of  the 
name  of  Williams.  This  man  and  four  others  were  found  by 
the  master  drinking,  and  with  a  light  burning  in  the  fore- 
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castle,  at  the  improper  hour  of  twelve  at  night*  On  kfng* 
oidered  to  put  out  the  light,  they  refused,  swearing  that  if  tbe 
master  put  it  out  they  would  l^ht  it  again.  This,  however, 
he  efifected;  when  he  was  seized  hy  Williams  and  the  otfaor 
sailors,  and  thrown  into  the  water.  Fortnnatdy  he  coibM 
swim,  (a  circumstance  unknown  to  ^  these  miscreants),  and  be 
reached  the  ship's  side,  whence,  the  mate  coming  to  his  as- 
sistance, he  was,  though  with  some  difficulty,  (being  a  veiy 
heavy  man)  got  into  the  ship*  The  master,  notwithstanding 
this  outrage,  would  have  put  to  sea  the  next  morning;  but 
whenhe  ordered  the  topsails  to  be  hoisted,  and  the  8hq>got 
under  way,  Williams  stood  forward,  and,  for  himself  and  the 
rest,  declared  with  much  insolence,  that  the  anchor  should 
not  be  weighed  until  the  proper  number  of  hands  belonging^ 
to  the  ship  were  on  board  (she  was  deficient  three  men  and 
two  boys,  the  latter  of  whom  had  run  away  the  ni^t  before). 
The  anchor,  however,  was  got  up  by  t)ie  assistance  of  the 
passengers  and  some  people  of  the  settlement,  who  had  boatu 
alongside.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  being  informed  of 
the  dangerous  and  alarming  temper  which  the  seamen  mani- 
fested, resolved,  by  takmg  a  firm  and  very  active  part,  to 
crush  the  disorder  at  once.  He  accordmgly  went  on  board 
in  person,  with  some  soMitts,  and  letamed  with  Williams 
and  two  others  who  were  pointed  out  to  hun ;  iK^ien  tbey 
were  taken  to  the  public  parade,  and  there  pmHshed,  YHi^ 
liams  with  one  hundred  and  fifty, -and  hk  companions  with 
one  hundred  lashes  each.  In  the  moment  of  puAishment 
William's  coorage  forsook  him,  and  the  spirit  whidh  he  had 
displayed  on  board  Was  all  eviqporated.  He  would  have  said 
or  done  any  thmg  to  have  averted  the  lash,  as  he  well  knew 
what  a  flogging  was,  having  been  flogged  from  ship  to  ship.at 
Spithead  for  a  similar  o£knce. 

The  appearance  of  a  mutiny  is  at  all  times  and  in  everf 
situation  to  be  dreaded ;  but  in  that  country  nothing  could  be 
more  idarming.  The  lieutenant-Governor  saw  the  affiur  in 
that  light;  and,  with  a  eelerity  and  firmness  adapted  to  &a 
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ekigency  of  the  case,  restored  tmnquflfity  and  safety  to  all 
those  who  were  concerned  in  the  fate  of  the  Kitty.  On  the 
foiiowing  day  several  deposidons  were  taken  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  for  the  purpose  of  being  transmitted  to  the  Navy- 
Board  ;  and,  the  three  seamen  being  replaced  by  convicts^ 
the  Kitty  pioceeded  on  her  ifoyage. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  his  IVlajesty's  birth-day  was,  as  usual, 
set  apart  as  a  day  of  rest  from  labour,  and  dedicated  ^o  festi- 
vity. On  this  occasion  his  ExeeUency  ofdered  twelve  of  the 
laii^est  hogs  which  had  been  received  by  the  Daedalus,  to  be 
killed  and  divided  among  the  niUtary,  soperintendants,  and 
45]ek  at  the  hospital. 


CHAP.    XV. 

SoffcityofProvisioiM— The  Britaiinia  arnrea— The  D«dalus  «ub  for 

Nootka — SoldieKs  desert — ^The  Boddington  arrives — ^Britannia  sails 

for  Bengal — ^Irish  Convicts  steal  a  boat*-The  Sug^r  Cane  arrives— 

'Excursion  to  the  Westward — A  Mill  erected— Transactions— A 

Convict  execoted— Natives— Oeatht  in  1793. 

Tab  lieatenafnt^Croremor  found  it  necessary  on  the  t2th 
cf  Jane  to  give  ifMice,  ^  That  unleni  supplies  arrivM  before 
the  22d,  he  should  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  or- 
deting  the  ration  to  be  redoeed  oil  that  day/'  The  state  of 
the  stdre  btrt  too  well  authorized  this  determination,  it  con- 
taining at  the  present  ration  not  more  than  ten  weeks'  sup- 
{d^  of  toy  single  article;  and  it  must  be  remariced,  that  but 
for  the  purchases  which  had  been  most  fortunately  made,  the 
colony  must  at  that  moment  have  been  again  groaning  under 
tiie  oppression  of  a  very  reduced  ration ;  and  as  none  of  these 
incident^  supplies  could  be  known  in  England,  it  was  fair  to 
conclude,  that  the  probable,  nay  certain  distress  of  these  luck- 
less people,  must  have  been  adverted  to,  and  that  ships  with 
provisions  were  not  very  distant.  Under  this  idea,  although 
OR'^  22ip  no^suppMes  had  arrived,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
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deteraiiifed  to  wtit  one  wedc  longer  beibre  be  directed  llie 
necessary  reduction.  It  was  always  a  pamfiil  duty  to  abridge 
the  food  of  the  labouring  man,  Imd  had  been  much  too  oAm 
exercised  in  that  country^  The  putting  off,  therefore,  of  the 
eyil  day  6x  another  week,  in  the  hope  of  any  decrease  being 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  arrival  of  supplies,  met  widi  ge* 
neral  applause. 

On  the  Monday  following,  at  nine  o'ciodc  at  night,  the 
joyfiil  tidings  were  announced  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britanma^ 
for  whose  safety  fears  had  been  entertained,  eight  months 
having  elapsed  since  she  had  left  port  To  doubt  her  wd- 
come,  would  be  to  conclude  that  the  inbabttants  had  bad 
tlieir  whole  stock  of  feeling  exhausted  by  the  various  trials  to 
vriiich  they  had  been  exposed. 

Mr  Raven  touched  at  Dusky  Bay  in  New  Zealand ;  and  of 
the  timber  he  found  there  he  made  a  very  fiivourable  report^ 
pronouncing  it  to  be  light,  tough,  and  in  every  respect  fit  for 
masts  or  yards.  From  New  Zealand  the  Britannia,  after 
rounding  Cape  Horp,  proceeded  to  the  island  of  Santa  Catbe- 
rina,  on  the  Brazil  coast,  where  the  Portuguese  have  a  settle- 
ment, and  from  whose  Governor  Mr  Raven  received  much 
civility  during  the  eighteen  days  that  he  remained  there* 
Not  being  able  at  this  place  to  procure  any  of  the  articles 
which  he  was  instructed  to  purchase,  (one  cow  and  one  cow- 
calf  excepted),  he  stood  over  to  the  African  eontin^t,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  24th  of  March.  At 
this  p<^  h^  took  on  board  thirty  cows;  three  maiws  twelve 
goats;  a  quantity  of  flour,  SMgur,- tobacco,  and  spirits;  with 
other  articles,  according  to  the  orders  of  his  employers.  Mr 
Raven  aflbrded  another  instance  of  the  greatdifficulty  attend* 
ing  the  transporting  of  cattle  to  that  oountry ;  for,  notwith* 
standing  the  es^treme  care  and  attention  which  had  been  paid 
to  them,  twenty<^nuie  of  the  cows  and  three  goats  unforto* 
nately  died. 

Of  the  stock  which  had  been  hinded  in  the  colony,  there 
lE^maiiied  at  this  time,  tbme  bulUh  twentyrone  oom,  fiad  aevea 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  157 

calves.    Sbeep^  horses,  and  hogs,  were  foand  to  endure,  bet-  ' 
ter  than  any  other  stock,  the  rough  weather  which  was  in  ge- 
neral met  with  between  th6  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  that 
country. 

The  natives  had  latterly  become  very  troublesome,  particu- 
larly in  lurking  between  the  different  settlements,  and  forci' 
bly  taking  provisions  and  clothing  from  the  convicts  who  were 
passing  from  one  to  another.  One  or  two  convicts  having 
been  wounded  by  them,  some  small  armed  parties  were  sent 
out  to  drive  them  away,  and  to  throw  a  few  shot  among  them; 
but  with  positive  orders  to  be  careiiil  not  to  take  a  life.  Se- 
veral of  these  people,  however,  continaed  to  reside  in  the 
town,  and  to  mix  with  its  inhabitants  in  the  most  unreserved . 
manner.  It  was  no  uncommon  circumstance  to  see  them 
coming  in  with  bundles  of  fir&-wood  which  they  had  been 
hired  to  procure,  or  bringing  water  from  the  tanks ;  for  which 
services  they  thought  themselves  well  repaid  with  any  worn- 
out  jacket  or  trowsers,  or  blankets,  or  a  piece  of  bread.  Of 
the  latter  article  they  were  exceedingly  fond;  and  their  con- 
stant pray.er  was  for  bread,  importuning  with  as  much  ear- 
nestness and  perseverance,  as  if  begging  for  bread  had  been 
their  profession  from  their  iniisncy. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  DaMfadus  sailed  to  convey  to  Cap- 
tain Vancouver  the  provisions  and  stCMres  which  had  been  re- 
quired by  that  officer.  Lieutenant  Hanson,  the  naval  agent 
4)n  bogrd^  received  the  most  pobted  orders  for  the  ship  to  re- 
turn to  that  port  immediately  after  having  executed  the  ser- 
vice on  which  she  was  then  going.  On  board  the  Dsedalus 
was  embarked  a  native  of  the  country,  who  was  sent  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  Eng- 
lish language.  Lieutenant  Hanson  was  directed  by  no  means 
t0  leave  him  at  Nootka,  but,  if  he  survived  the  voyage,  to 
bring  him  back  to  his  friends  and  countrymen.  His  native 
names  were  Gnung-a  gnung-a,  Mur-re-mur-gan ;  but  he  had 
for  a  long  time  entirely  lost  them,  even  among  his  own  peo- 
plcy  who  called  him  <<  Collins,''  after  the  judge-advocate, 
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viho9t  name  he  had  adopted  on  the  fint  day  of  his  beia^at 
the  settlement.  He  was  a  man  of  k  more  gentle  iispoMaa 
than  moat  of  his  associates;  and  from  the  confidence  dial  he 
phced  in  his  new  acquaintance,  very  readily  undertook  the 
-voyage,  although  he  kft  behind  him  a  young  wife  (a  nster  of 
Bennillo^g,  ^i^  aceonspanied  Governor  Phillip.) 

Ob  the  6th  of  July  the  intended  change  took  place  in  the 
radon  $  and  it  being  a  week  on  which  porit  was  to  be  issued, 
three  pcmnds  of  that  article  were  served  instead  of  four.  The 
other  articles  remained  the  same. 

.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  all  the  wheat  which  wbs 
to  be  sown  on  the  pnUic  account  was  got  in,  at  and  near 
Toongabbe ;  the  quantity  of  ground  was  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres.  The  wheat  of  last  season  being  now 
nearly  thrashed  out,  soaie  judgment  couM  be  formed  of  its 
prddilee;  and  it  wus  found  to  have  aTcraged  between  seven- 
teen  and  eighteen  bushels  an  acare.  A  large  quantity  of  wheat 
httd  also  been  sown  the  present  season  by  individQals,  amount- 
ing Ixy  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-ooe 
bitthels ;  wery  encouragement  having  been  given  to  them  to 
sow  thdf  grDQiMls  with  that  grain. 

The  frequent  commission  of  crimes  occasioned  tiie  crimi- 
nal court  of  jadieatnre  to  be  assembled  |  when  one  man  was 
scRteneed  to  dk;  but  the  court  having  recommended  him  to 
mercy  on  account  of  his  youth,  being  only  sixteen  years  of 
age,  the  Lieutcnanl-Goirefnor  as  readily  foigave  as  the  court 
had  recommended  him  ;  hut  that  the  prisoner  might  hare  all 
the  beaeflt  of  so  awfial «  situation,  the  change  in  his  fete  was 
not  imparted  to  him  until  the  very  moment  when  he  was 
about  to  ascend  the  ladder  from  which  he  was  to  have  been 
plunged  into  etennty.  He  had  appeared  since  his  convie^ 
tioD  asif  devoid  of  feriing;  but  on  reodving  the  information 
of  a  pardon  being  granted  to  hhn,  he  fell  on  his  knees  in  an 
agony  of  joy  andgmtitudc.  The  solemn  scene  appeared  like- 
wise to  make  a  forcible  impecssbn  ^n  his  feUow-jHisonera 
^rhowerepnsaaBt. 
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On  the  last  iuy  of  July,  a  plaa  to  take  off  one  of  the  long- 
boats was  revealed  to  the  lieutenuit-Governor.  The  prin-^ 
cipal  parties  in  it  were  soldiers ;  and  their  scheme  was,  to 
proceed  to  Java,  with  a  chart  of  which  they  had  been  by  some 
means  furnished.  Two  of  them  were  tried,  one  of  whom  was 
acquitted ;  but  the  other,  being  found  guilty,  was  sentenced 
to  receive  three  hundred  lashes.  While  smarting  under  the 
severity  of  his  punishment,  he  gave  up  the  names  of  six  or 
eight  of  his  brother  soldiers,  among  whom  were  two  whicfa 
had  absented  themselves  the  preceding  evening.  These  peo- 
ple, the  day  following  their  desertion,  were  met  in  the  padi 
to  Pkirramatta,  and  told  an  absurd  story  of  their  being  sent  to 
the  Blue  Mountains.  They  were  neict  heard  of  at  a  settler^ 
at  Prospect  Hill,  whose  house  they  entered  forcibly,  and, 
making  him  and  his  labourer  prisoners,  passed  the  night  there. 
At  another  settler's  they  took  sixteen  pounds  of  flour,  which 
they  sent  by  his  wife  to  a  woman  well  known  to  them,  and 
had  it  baked  into  small  loaves.  They  signified  a  determina- 
tion not  to  be  taken  alive,  and  threatened  to  lie  in  wait  for 
the  game4dUers,  of  whose  ammunition  they  meant  to  make 
themselves  masters.  These  declarations  manifested  at  once 
the  badness  of  their  hearts,  and  the  weakness  of  their  cause ; 
and  the  Ueutenant^Govemor,  on  being  made  acquainted 
with  them,  sent  out  a  small  armed  party  to  secure  and  bring 
tiiemin;  rightly  judging,  that  people  who  were  so  ready  at 
expressing  every  where  a  resolution  to  part  with  their  lires 
rather  than  be  taken,  would  not  give  much  trouble  in  secur- 
ing them.  Accordingly,  they  were  overtaken,  and,  as  had 
been  foreseen,  secured  without  any  opposition  on  their  part. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  the  Boddington  transport  arrived 
from  Ireland,  having  sailed  from  Cork  on  the  15th  of  Febni 
ary,  with  otie  hundred  and  twenty-four  male,  and  twenty  fe 
male  convicts,  of  that  kingdom,  on  board,  provision  calcu- 
lated to  serve  them  nine  months  after  their  arrival,  and  a  prO;- 
portion  of  clothing  for  twelve  months.  Hie  Irish  convicts 
Ittd  attempted  to  take  die  ship ;  but  their  design  had  been 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MO  HISTORY  OF 

firustFRted  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  master  amf  m 
subaltern's  party  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  No  ship 
could  have  brought  out  their  convicts  in  higher  order^or 
eould  have  given  stronger  proois  of  attention  to  their  health 
and  accommodation,  than  did  this  vessel.  Each  had  a  bed 
to  himself,  and  a  new  suit  of  cloaths  to  land  in.  On  the  part 
of  the  crown  also,  to  see  justice  done  to  the  coAvicts,  there 
was  a  surgeon  of  the  navy  on  board,  atid  a  superintendant; 
and  on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  a  surgeon  also.  They  had 
not  any  sick  list,  and  had  lost  only  one  man  on  the  passage. 
The  convicts,  on  quitting  her,  gave  their  captain  (Mr  Robert 
.Chalmers)  three  hearty  cheer^y  as  a  token  of  their  gnuitnde 
for  his  humanity  and  good  treatment  of  them.^ 

Advices  were  received  by  the  Boddington,  that  administra* 
tion  intend^  to  make  arrangements  for  their  being  supplied 
from  Bengal  with  live  cattle ;  and  this  became  a  favourite 
idea  with  every  person  in  the  colony ;  for  the  sheepy  though 
£mall,  were  found  to  be  very  productive,  breeding  twice  in 
in  the  year,  and  generally  bringing  two  lambs  at  a  birth. 
The  climate  was  also  found  to  agree  well  with  the  cattle  of 
the  Buflalo  species  which  had  been  received. 

It  has  been  seen,  that  the  supply  brought  by  the  Bod(&ng« 
ton  was  very  inconsiderable ;  and  no  greater  quantity  was 
expected  with  any  degree  of  certainty  by  the  ship  which  was 
to  follow.  The  salt  provisions  remidning  in  store  (by  a  cal- 
culation nuide  up  to  the  28th),  were  sufficient  for  only  four- 
teen weeks  at  the  full  ration,  including  what  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Boddington,  and  some  surplus  provisions  which 
had  been  purchased  of  the  agent  to  the  contractor,  and  one 
hundred  casks  of  pork  which  had  been  emitted  by  an  over- 
sight in  the  last  account. 

When  it  was  considered  that  their  supplies  would  always 
be  efiected  by  commotions  at  home,  and  that,  if  a  war  should 
tak^  place  between  England  and  any  other  nation,  they  mif^t 
be  retarded,  or  taken  by  the  enemy,  the  Lieutenant-Govcinor 
determined,  while  he  had  in  his  own  hands  the  means  of  sup- 
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plying  himself,  to  employ  them ;  and  on  the  26th  chattered 
the  Britannia  for  India.  She  was  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  to 
be  freighted  by  the  goTemment  of  that  presidency  whh  salt 
provisions,  Irish  beef  or  pork ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  not  be- 
ing possible  to  procure  them,  the  ship  was  to  return  loaded 
with  sugar,  rice,  and  dholL 

It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  the  fatal  consequence  of 
endeavouring  to  find  in  the  woods  of  New  South  Wales  a 
place  where  the  means  of  life  could  he  obtained  without 
labour,  had  been  sufficiently  felt  by  the  convicts  who  had 
tried  it,  to  have  deterred  others  from  rushing  into  the  same 
error,  as  they  would  doubtless  acquaint  the  new  comers  with 
the  ill  success  which  bad  attended  all  their  schemes  of  that 
nature.  Several  of  those,  however,  who  came  out  in  the  Bod- 
dington,  went  off  into  the  woods  soon  after  their  landing; 
and  a  small  party,  composed  of  some  desperate  characters^ 
about  the  same  time  stole  a  boat,  and,  as  they  were  not  heard 
of  for  some  days  after,  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  either 
got  out  of  the  harbour,  or  were  lying  concealed  until,  being 
joined  by  those  who  had  taken  to  the  woods,  they  could  pro- 
cure a  larger  and  a  safer  conveyance  from  the  country. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  Sugar  Cane  transport 
anchored  in  the  cove  from  Cork.  She  had  on  board  one 
hundred  and  ten  male,  and  fifty  female  convicts,  and  a  Ser- 
jeant's party  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  as  a  guard.  On 
the  25th  of  May,  information  was  given  to  the  agent  on  the 
part  of  Government,  that  a  meeting  was  intended  by  the  con- 
victs, and  that  they  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  saw  off  some  of 
their  irons.  Insinuations  were  at  the  same  time  thrown  out, 
of  the  probability  of  their  being  joined  by  certain  of  the  sailors 
and  of  the  guard.  The  agent,  after  making  the  necessary  in- 
quijry»  thought  it  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  ship,  to 
cause  an  instant  example  to  be  made,  and  ordered  one  of  the 
convicts  who  was  found  out  of  irons  to  be  executed  that  night  $ 
others  were  punished  the  next  morning ;  and  by  these  mea- 
auresi  as  might  well  be  expected,  threw  such  a  damp  on  the 
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spirits  of  tbe  rest,  that  he  heard  do  more  during  the  voyage  of 
attempts  or  if^tentions  to  take  the  ship. 

Captain  PatersoD,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  an  ac- 
count of  whose  joumies  in  Afirica  appeared  in  print  some  years 
ago,  conceiving  that  be  might  he  able  to  penetrate  as  fiu-  8%. 
or  even  beyond,  the  western  mountains,  (commonly  known  in 
the  colony  by  the  name  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  from  the  xp- 
pearance  which  land  so  high  and  distant  generally  wears,) 
set  off  from  the  settlement  with  a  small  party  of  gentlemen^ 
well  provided  with  arms,  and  having  provisions  and  necessaries 
sufficient  for  a  journey  of  six  weeks,  to  make  the  attempt. 
Boats  were  sent  round  to  Broken  Bay,  whence  they  got  into 
the  Hawkesbury,  and  the  fourth  day  as  far  as  Richmond  Hill. 
At  this  place,  in  the  year  1789,  the  Governor's  progress  up 
the  river  was  obstructed  by  a  fall  of  water,  which  his  boats 
were  too  heavy  to  drag  over.    This  difficulty  Captain  Paterson 
overcame  by  quitting  his  laige  boats,  and  proceeded  from 
Richmond  Hill  with  two  that  were  smaller  and  lighter.    He 
found  that  this  part  of  the  river  carried  him  to  the  westvrard, 
and  into  the  chasm  that  divided  the  high  land  seen  from 
Richmond  Hill.    Hither,  however,  he  got  with  great  difficulty 
and  some  danger,  meeting  in  the  space  of  about  ten  miles 
vrith  not  less  than  five  water-falls,  one  of  which  was  rather 
steep,  and  was  running  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  an 
hobr.    Above  this  part  the  water  was  about  fifteen  yards  from 
dde  to  side,  and  came  down  with  some  rapidity,  a  fall  of  latn 
having  swollen  the  stream.    Their  navigation  was  here  so 
intricate,  lying  between  large  pieces  of  rock  that  had  been 
torn  down  by  torrents,  and  some  stumps  of  trees  which  they 
could  not  always  see,  that  (after  having  loosened  a  plank  in 
one  boat,  and  driven  the  other  upon  a  stump  which  forced  its 
way  through  lier  bottom)  they  gave  up  any  fkrther  progress, 
leaving  the  western  mountains  to  be  the  object  of  discovery  at 
some  future  day.    It  was  supposed  that  they  had  proceeded 
ten  miles  farther  up  the  river  than  had  before  been  done,  and 
named  that  part  of  it,  which  until  they  had  been  uuscen» 
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^'  die  Groief  and  a  high  peak  of  land, ^i^fibich  they  had  in 
view  in  the  chasm,  they  called  Harrington  Peak.  Captain 
Paterson,  as  a  botanist  was  amply  rewarded  for  his  labour  and 
disappointment  by  discovering  several  new  phuits.  Of  the 
soil  in  which  they  grew,  however,  be  did  not  speak  very 
favourably. 

He  saw  but  few  natives;  and  those  who  did  vbtt  them 
were  almost  unintelligible  to  the  natives  of  Port  Jackson  who 
acconapanied  him.  He  entertained  a  notion,  that  their  legs 
and  arms  were  longer  than  those  of  the  inliabitants  of  the 
ooast.  As  they  live  by  climbing  trees,  if  theie  really  was  any 
such  difference,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  oocanioned  by  the 
custoan  of  hanging  by  their  arms  and  resting  on  their  feet  ieit 
the  utmost  stretch  of  the  body,  which^liey  practise  from  t^ir 
infency.  The  party  returned  on  the  22d,  havirjgbeen  absent 
about  ten  days.  In  their  walk  to  Pitt  Water,  they  met  wSrfi 
the  boat  which  had  been  stolen  by  some  of  the  Irish  convicts ; 
and  a  few  days  after  their  retmrn,  some  of  those  who  had  run 
into  the  woods  came  into  Parramatta,  with  an  account  of  two 
of  their  party  having  been  speared  and  killed  by  the  natives. 
The  men  who  were  killed  were  very  bad  characters,  and  had 
been  the  principals  in  the  intended  mutiny  on  boanl  the  Bod- 
dingtcD,  Their  destnictkm  was  confirmed  by  some  of  the 
natives  who  lived  in  the  town. 

A  mitl  was  at  this  time  constracted  by  a  convict,  whose 
abilities  as  a  millwright  had  hitherto  laid  dormant,  and  pei^ 
tiaps  would  Icmger  have  eoivtinued  so  had  they  not  been  called 
forth  by  «  deske  of  placing  himself  in  competition  willi  the 
mill-wright  sent  by  Government  to  the  settlement  of  Sydney. 
His  machine  was  a  walking  mill,  the  principal  wheel  of  wUek 
v^as  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  and  was  woifced  by  two  men  : 
while  this  wheel  was  performing  one  revohition,  the  milU 
stones  performed  twenty.  As  it  had  been  in  opposkioil  to 
tiici  p«fbKc  miU-wright  that  he  undertogk  to  ooostruct  this 
mill,  he  of  course  derived  no  assistance  whatever  from  the 
other's  knowledge,  and  had  to  contend  not  only  with  his 
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opinioD,  but  the  opinion  of  such  as  he  couU  prgudice  against 
him.  The  heavy  part  of  the  work,  cutting  and  bringing  m 
the  timber,  and  afterwards  preparing  it,  was  performed  by  his 
fellow-prisoners,  who  gave  him  their  labour  voluntarily.  He 
was  three  months  and  five  days  from  his  taking  it  in  hand  to 
his  offering  it  for  the  first  trial. 

Several  fresh  proofs  of  the  incorrigible  depravity  of  the 
convicts  had  occurred  during  the  month  of  October :  four  of 
them  had  broken  into  the  house  of  a  settler,  where  with  large 
bludgeons  they  had  beaten  and  nearly  murdered  two  men  who 
lived  with  him.  The  hands  and  faces  of  these  miscreants 
were  blackened ;  and  it  was  observed,  that  they  did  not  speak 
during  the  time  they  were  in  the  hut.  It  was  supposed  that 
they  were  some  of  those  who  had  come  from  Ireland ;  seven 
of  whom,  with  one  woman,  had  at  this  time  absconded  into 
the  woods. 

During  a  storm  of  rain  and  thunder  which  happened  in  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday  the  26th,  two  convicts,  who  were  em- 
pbyed  in  cutting  wood  when  the  rain  commenced,  ran  to  a 
tree  for  shelter,  where  they  were  found  the  next  morning  lying 
dead,  togedier  widi  a  dog  which  followed  them.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  shelter  which  they  sought  had  proved  their 
destruction,  and  that  they  had  been  struck  dead  by  lightning 
some  flashes  of  which  had  been  observed  to  be  very  vivid  and 
near.  One  of  them,  when  he  received  the  stroke,  had  his 
hands  in  his  bosom ;  the  hands  of  the  other  were  across  his 
breast,  and  he  seemed  to  have  had  something  in  them.  The 
pupils  of  their  eyes  were  considerably  dilated,  and  the  tongue 
of  each,  as  well  as  that  of  the  dogy  was  forced  out  between  the 
teeth.  Their  faces  were  livid,  and  the  same  appearance  was 
visible  on  several  parts  of  their  bodies.  The  tree  at  die  foot 
ofwhich  they  were  found  was  barked  at  the  top,  and  some  of 
its  branches  were  torn  off.  In  the  evening  they  were  decently 
buried  in  one  grave,  to  which  they  were  attended  by  many  of 
their  fellow-prisoners. 
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^Riis  was  the  first  accident  of  the  kind  that  had  occurred  in 
tihe  colony,  though  lightning  more  vivid  and  alarming  had 
often  been  seen  in  storms  of  longer  duration. 

On  the  7  th  of  November,  the  Francis  schooner  returned 
from  Dusky  Bay  in  New  Zealand.  It  was  found  that,  by 
rigging  this  little  vessel  as  a  schooner  instead  of  a  sloop,  for 
which  she  was  built,  her  sailing  had  been  materially  affected. 
Four  time?  she  was  blown  off  the  coast  of  New  Zealand.  She 
left  Mr.  Raven  and  his  ship's  company  well  at  Dusky  Bay, 
but  his  people  had  taken  only  four  thousand  five  hundred  seal 
skins.  Mr  Raven  stated  the  spruce  fir  of  that  country  to  be 
the  fittest  wood  that  he  had  observed  for  ship-building,  and  it 
m^t  be  procured  in  any  quantity  or  of  any  size.  The  car« 
penter  of  the  Britannia,  an  ingenious  man,  and  master  of  his 
profession,  compared  it  to  English  oak  for  durability  and 
strength. 

The  natives  had  not  molested  the  Britannia's  pec^le :  in- 
deed, they  seemed  rather  to  abhor  them  ;  for,  if  by  chance, 
in  theiT  excursions  (which  were  very  few),  they  visited  and 
left  any  thing  in  a  hut,  they  were  sure,  on  their  next  visit,  to 
find  the  hut  pulled  down,  and  their  present  remaining  where 
it  was  left.  Some  little  articles  which  Mr.  Raven  bad  him- 
self placed  in  a  hut,  when  he  touched  there  to  establish  hi§ 
little  fishery,  were  found  three  months  after  by  his  people  bf^- 
the  same  spot. 

On  Saturday  the  28d  of  November,  the  flour  and  rice  in 
the  store  being  nearly  expended,  the  ration  was  altered  alii 
was  universally  felt  as  the  worst  that  had  ever  been  seir^d 
from  his  Majesty's  stores ;  and  by  the  labouring  convict  par* 
tieulariy  so,  as  no  article  of  grain  was  prepared  for  him  so  as 
to  be  immediately  made  use  of.  The  quantity  that  was  now 
to  be  ground,  and  the  numbers  who  brought  grain  to  the  mill, 
kept  it  employed  all  the  night  as  well  as  the  day;  and  as, 
fCrom  the  scarcity  of  mills,  every  man  was  compelled  to  wait 
f<ir  his  turn,  the  day  had  broke  and  the  drum  beat  for  labour, 
before  many  who  went  into  the  mill-house  at  night  had  been 
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«Ue  to  get  their  com  ground.  The  conseqaenoe  was,  that 
many,  nat  having  power  to  wait,  consumed  their  allowance 
unprepared.  By  the  next  Saturday,  a  quantity  of  wheat  suf- 
ficient for  one  serving  having  been  passed  through  the  laige 
xoill  at  Parramatta,  the  convicts  received  their  ration  of  that 
.article  ground  coarse. 

An  idea  very  generally  prevailed  among  the  convicts,  that 
the  Lieutenaot-^jovernor  was  not  audiorised  to  cause  a  seo- 
teoce  of  death  to  be  carried  into  execution :  a  notion  A»t  wu 
in  their  minds  confirmed  by  the  mercy  which  had  been  ex- 
tended to  one  of  them  who  had  been  condemned,  and  pardon- 
ed by  him.  It  became,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary,  for 
their  own  sakes,  to  let  them  see  that  he  was  not  only  possessed 
of  the  power,  but  that  he  would  also  exercise  it.  On  this  ac- 
count, a  prisoner  then  under  sentence  was  executed  on  Tues« 
day  the  10th  of  December;  and,  most  fortunately^  diere  did 
not  exist  in  the  colony  at  that  time  a  fitter  object  for  example. 
The  poor  wretch,  to  his  last  moment,  dieiished  die  idea  that 
he  should  not  suffer ;  and  consequently  could  have  been  ill 
prepared  foe  the  cliaoge  that  he  was  about  to  experience. 

Oip  Monday  the  9th,  the  last  pound  of  flour  was  served  out. 
This  total  deprivation  of  so  valuable,  so  essential  an  article  in 
the  food  of  man,  happened,  fortunately,  at  a  season  when  its 
place  could  in  some  measure  be  supplied  immediatdy,  the 
harvest  having  been  all  safely  got  in  at  Toongabbe  in  the  be- 
gtoningcf  ihe  moiifdi ;  about  the  middle  of  it  eight  hundred 
bushels  were  threshed  out;  and  on  Monday  the  16th  the 
civil  and  military  received  each  seven  pounds  of  wheat  ooarae- 
ly  ground  from  the  mill  ait  Panamatta.  This  mill,  from  the 
faritdeiiess  of  the  timber  with  which  it  was  constructed,  was 
found  to  be  unequal  to  the  consumption  of  the  settlements. 
The  oogs  frequently  faroke,  and  hence  it  was  oot<rfany  great 
utility.  To  rameif  this  inconvenience,  a  convict  blacksmith 
undenoak  topcoduce  one  iron  Imod-nuU  each  week,  for  which 
he  w»  to  be  paid  at  ike  rate  of  two  guineas ;  and  by  this 
means  sevend  mills  were  d»ti3iuted  in  the  settlements. 
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The  towD  of  Sydney  had  this  year  increased  considerably  ^ 
not  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  huts,  beside  five  bar- 
nicks,  having  been  added  since  the  departure  of  Governor 
Phillip.  Some  of  these  were  large,  and  to  each  of  them  up* 
waids  of  fourteen  hundred  bricks  were  allowed  for  a  chimney 
and  floor.  These  huts  extended  so  as  nearly  to  unite  that 
district  with  the  town. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  month  a  large  party  of  the 
natives  attacked  some  settlers  who  were  returning  from  Par-* 
ramatta  to  Toongabbe^  and  took  from  them  all  the  provisioDs. 
which  they  had  just  received  from  the  store.  By  flying  im- 
mediately into  the  woods,  they  eluded  all  pursuit  and  search. 
Hiey  were  of  the  hunter's  or  woodman's  tribe,  people  wha 
seldom  came  among  the  English,  and  who  consequently  were 
little  known. 

The  natives  who  lived  about  Sydney  appeared  to  place  the 
utmost  confidence  in  its  inhabitants,  choosing  a  clear  spot  be- 
tween the  town  and  the  brick-field  for  the  performance  of  any 
of  their  rites  and  ceremonies ;  and  for  three  evenings  the 
town  had  been  amused  with  one  of  their  spectacles,  wliich 
might  properly  have  been  denominated  a  tragedy^forit  was 
attended  with  a  great  efiusion  of  blood.    It  appeared  from  the 
best  account  that  could  be  procured,  that  one  or  more  mur- 
ders having  been  committed  in  the  night,  the  assassins,  wlio 
were  immediately  known,  were  compelled,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  to  meet  the  relations  of  the  deceased, 
who  were  to  avenge  their  deaths  by  throwing  spears,  and  draw- 
ing blo6d  for  blood.    One  native  of  the  tribe  of  Cammerray^ 
a  very  fine  fellow,  named  Carradah,  who  had  stabbed  another 
in  the  night,  but  not  mortally,  was  obliged  to  stand  for  two 
evenings  exposed  to  the  spears  not  only  of  the  man  whom  he 
had  wounded,  but  of  several  other  natives.    He  was  suffered, 
indeed,  to  cover  himself  with  a  bark  shield,  and  be  behaved 
with  the  greatest  eourage  and  resolution.    Whether  his  prin- 
cipal adversary  (the  wounded  man)  found  that  he  possessed 
toa  much  defensive  skill  to  admit  at  bis  wounding  him,  or 
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whether  it  was  a  necessary  part  of  his  punishment,  was  not 
known  with  any  certainty ;  but  on  the  second  day  that  Car- 
radah  had  been  opposed  to  him  and  his  party,  after  having 
received  several  of  their  spears  on  his  shield,  without  sustain- 
ing any  injury,  he  suffered  the  other  to  pin  his  left  arm  (be- 
low the  elbow)  to  his  side,  without  making  any  resistance; 
prevented,  perhaps,  by  the  uplifted  spears  of  the  other  natives, 
who  could  easily  have  destroyed  him,  by  throwing  at  him  in 
different  directions.  Carradah  stood,  for  some  time  after  this, 
defending  himself,  although  wounded  in  the  arm  which  held 
the  shield,  until  his  adversaries  had  not.a  whole  spear  left,  and 
had  retired  to  collect  the  fragments  and  piece  them  together. 
On  his  sittmg  down,  his  left  hand  appeared  to  be  very  much 
convulsed,  and  the  principal  surgeon  of  the  settlement  was  of 
opinion  that  the  spear  had  pierced  one  of  the  nerves.  He 
busines3  was  resumed  when  they  had  repaired  their  weapons^ 
and  the  fray  appeared  to  be  general,  men,  women,  and  chll* 
dren  mingling  in  it,  giving  and  receiving  many  severe  wounds, 
before  night  put  an  end  to  their  warfare. 

What  rendered  this  sort  of  contest  as  unaccountable  as 
eictraordinary,  was,  that  friendship  and  alliance  were  known 
to  subsist  between  several  that  were  opposed  to  each  other, 
who  fought  with  all  the  ardour  of  the  bitterest  enemies,  and 
who,  though  wounded,  declared  the  party  by  whom  they  had 
been  hurt  to  be  good  and  brave,  and  their  friends. 

Possessing  by  nature  a  good  habit  of  body,  the  combatants 
very  soon  recovered  of  their  wounds;  and  it  was  understood, 
that  Carradah  had  not  entirely  expiated  his  offence,  having 
yet  another  trial  to  undergo  from  some  natives  who  had  been 
prevented  by  absence  from  joining  in  the  ceremonies  of  these 
evenings. 

To  furnish  bricks  for  the  barracks,  that  were  now  building, 
and  other  buildings,  three  gangs  were  constantly  at  work,  find- 
ing employment  for  three  overseers  and  about  eighty  convicts. 
To  convey  these  materials  from  the  brickfield  to.  the  bar- 
rack-ground, a  distance  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  three 
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brick-carts  were  employed,  each  drawn  by  twelre  men,  under 
the  direction  of  one  overseer.  Seven  hundred  tiles,  or  three 
hundred  and  fifty  bricks,  were  brought  by  each  cart,  and  every 
cart  in  the  day  brought  either  five  loads  of  bricks,  or  four  of 
tiles.  To  bring  in  the  timber  necessary  for  these  and  other 
buildings,  four  timber-carriages  were  employed,  each  being 
drawn  by  twenty-four  men.  In  addition  to  these,  io  each 
carriage  were  annexed  two  fallers,  and  one  overseer,  making 
a  total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  who  must  be 
employed  in  any  such  heavy  labour  as  the  building  of  a  bar- 
rack or  a  storehouse,  exclusive  of  the  sawyers,  carpenters, 
smitlis,  painters,  glaziers,  and  stone-masons,  without  whose 
labour  they  could  not  be  completed. 

The  expence  of  victualling  and  clothing  these^people  (both 
their  provisions  and  the  materials  for  making  their  clothes 
being  augmented  above  their  prime  cost,  by  freight,  and  by 
the  cost  of  what  might  be  damaged  and  useless)  must  be  sup- 
posed to  be  considerable ;  and  must  be  taken  into  account, 
together  with  the  cost  of  tools  and  of  such  materials  as  were 
not  to  be  procured  in  the  country,  when  calculating  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  public  works  erected  in  that  colony. 
*  There  died  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  31st  of 
December,  both  inclusive,  two  settlers,  seven  soldiers,  seventy- 
eight  male  and  twenty-six  female  convicts,  and  twenty-nine 
children.  One  male  convict  was  executed ;  six  were  lost  in 
the  woods ;  one  was  found  dead  in  the  woods ;  one  killed  by 
the  iall  of  a  tree,  and  two  were  killed  by  lightning ;  making 
a  decrease  by  death  and  accidents  of  one  hundred  and  Jlfty- 
three  persons.  To  this  decrease  may  be  added,  four  male 
convicts,  who  had  found  means  to  escape  from  the  colony  on 
board  of  some  of  the  ships  which  had  been  there. 

The  live  stock  in  the  country  belonging  to  individuals  was 
confined  to  three  or  four  persons,  who  kept  up  the  price  in 
order  to  create  an  interest  in  the  preservation  of  it.  An  Eng- 
lish cow,  in  calf,  was  sold  by  one  officer  to  another  for  eighty 
pounds;  and  the  calf,  which  proved  a  male,  was  sold  for 
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fifteen  pounds.  A  mare,  although  aged  and  defective,  had 
been  sokl  for  forty  pounds.  It  must  be  remarked,  however, 
that  in  these  sales  stock  itself  was  generally  the  currency  of 
the  country,  one  kind  of  animals  being  commonly  e&changed 
for  another. 

Labour  was  also  proportionally  high :  where  money  was 
paid,  it  was  taken  at  the  reputed  value ;  but  where  articles 
were  given  in  lieu  of  labour,  they  were  charged  according  to 
the  prices  stated. 

The  masters  of  merchantmen,  who  generally  made  it  their 
business,  immediately  on  their  arrival,  to  learn  the  prices  of 
commodities  in  the  colony,  finding  them  so  extravagantly 
high  as  before  related,  thought  it  not  their  concern  to  reduce 
them  to  any^  thing  like  a  fair  equitable  value;  but,  by  asking 
themselves  what  must  be  considered  a  high  price,  after  every 
proper  altowance  for  risk,  insurance,  and  loss,  kept  up  the  ex 
travagant  nominal  value  which  every  thing  bore  in  the  colony* 


CHAP.    XVI, 


Murder  Commltted^^Fresh  Beef— Crops— Setdement  fixed  at  tlie 
Hawksbuiy— Suie  of  Norfolk  Island— New  Zealandera— Court  of 
Inquiry— Natives — ^A  Famine  Dreaded — Supplies  Arrive — Admiral 
Barrington  Transport  lost — Full  ration  issued — Setders — ^Honesty  of 
a  Native — ^Female  Inconstancy — ^Native  killed. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1794,  an  elderly  convict,  employed 
to  go  out  with  the  cattle  at  Parramatta,  was  most  barbarously 
murdered.  The  cattle,  having  lost  their  conductor,  remained 
that  night  in  the  woods ;  and  when  they  were  found,  the  ab- 
sence of  their  keeper  excited  an  apprehension  that  some  acci- 
dent had  befallen  him.  His  body  was  not  discovered,  how- 
ever, until  the  Wednesday  following;  when  by  the  snorting 
and  great  uneasiness  of  the  cattle,  which  had  been  driven  out 
for  the  purpose,  it  was  perceived  lying  in  a  hollow  or  ravine. 
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Into  which  it  had  been  thrown  by  those  mereiless  wrctdhes 
who  had  butchered  him^  covered  with  logs,  boughs,  and  grass. 
Sonae  native  dogs,  led  by  the  scent  of  human  bltx>d,  had  found 
itf  and  by  ^gnawing  off  both  the  hands,  and  the  entire  flesh 
from  one  arm,  had  added  considerably  to  the  horrid  spectacle 
which  the  body  exhibited. 

This  unfortunate  man  had  imprudently  boasted  ef  being 
worth  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  that  he  always  carried  it 
with  him  sewed  up  in  some  part  of  his  clothes,  to  guard 
against  losing  it*  If  this  was  true,  what  he  carried  with  him 
certainly  proved  his  destruction ;  if  not,  the  catastrophe  must 
he  attributed  to  his  indiscreet  declarations.  By  the  various 
wounds  which  he  had  received,  it  appeared  that  he  must  have 
well  defended  himself,  and  could  not  have  parted  with  his  life 
until  overpowered  by  numbers;  for,  though  advanced  in 
years,  he  was  a  stout  muscular  man ;  and  it  was  from  this 
circumstance  concluded,  that  more  than  one  person  was  con- 
cerned in  the  murder  of  him.  To  discover,  if  possible,  the 
perpetrators  of  this  atrocious  offence,  one  or  two  men  of  bad 
characters  were  taken  up  and  examined,  as  well  as  all  the 
people  employed  about  the  stock-yard :  but  nothing  appeared 
that  tended  to  fix  it  upon  any  one  of  them ;  and,  desirable  as 
it  was  that  they, should  be  brought  to  that  punishment  which 
sooner  or  later  awaited  them,  it  was  feared  that  until  some  riot 
or  disagreement  among  themselves  should  occur,  no  clue 
would  be  furnished  that  could  lead  to  their  detection.  In 
tracing  the  motives  that  could  lead  to  this  murder,  the  per- 
nicious vice  of  gaming  presented  itself  as  the  first  and  grand 
cause.  To  such  excess  was  this  pursuit  carried  among  the 
convicts,  that  some  had  been  known,  after  losing  provisions, 
money,  and  all  their  spare  clothing,  to  have  staked  and  lost 
the  very  clothes  on  their  wretched  backs,  standing  in  the  midst 
of  their  associates  as  naked,  and  as  indifferent  about  it,  as  the 
unconscious  natives  of  the  country  which  these  gamblers  dis- 
graced. Money  was,  however,  the  principal  object  with 
tJiese  people  3  for  with  money  they  could  purchase  spirits,  or 
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whatever  else  their  passions  made  them  covet^  and  the  colony 
could  furnish.  They  had  been  seen  to  play  at  their  fevourite 
games,  cribbage  and  all-fours,  for  six,  eight,  and  ten  dollars 
each  game ;  and  those  who  were  not  expert  at  these,  instead 
of  pence,  tossed  up  for  dollars.  Their  meetings  were  scenes 
of  quarrelling,  swearing,  and  every  profaneness  that  might  be 
expected  from  the  dissolute  manners  of  those  who  composed 
tliem;  and  to  this  improper  practice  must  undoubtedly  be 
attributed  most  of  the  vices  that  existed  in  the  colony,  as  pil- 
ferings,  garden-robberies,  burglaries,  profanation  of  the  sab- 
bath, and  murder. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  one  small  cow  and  a  Bengal 
steer  (both  private  property)  were  killed,  and  issued  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  two  companies  of 
the  New  South  Wales  corps.  This  was  but  the  third  time 
that  fresh  beef  had  been  tasted  by  the  colonists  of  that  coun- 
try;  once,  it  may  be  remembered,  in  the  year  1788,  and  a 
second  time  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  officers 
of  the  settlement  were  entertained  by  the  Spanish  captains. 
At  that  time,  however,  had  they  not  been  informed  that  they 
were  eating  beef,  they  would  never  have  discovered  it  by  the 
flavour ;  and  it  certainly  happened  to  more  than  one  English- 
man that  day,  to  eat  liis  favourite  viand  without  recognising 
the  taste.  The  Spanish  mode  of  roasting  beef  or  mutton  was, 
first  to  boil  and  then  to  brown  the  joint  before  the  fire.  The 
beef  that  was  killed  was  sold  to  the  soldiers  at  eighteen-pence 
per  pound.  The  two  animals  together  weighed  three  hundred 
and  seventy-two  pounds. 

It  was  found  that  the  settlers,  notwithstanding  the  plentiful 
crops  which  in  general  they  might  be  said  to  have  gathered, 
gave  no  assistance  to  Government  by  sending  any  into  store. 
They  appeared  to  be  most  sedulously  endeavouring  to  get  rid 
of  their  grain  in  any  way  that  they  could ;  some  by  brewing 
and  distilling  it ;  some  by  baking  it  into  bread,  and  indulging 
their  own  propensities  in  eating }  others  by  paying  debts  con- 
tracted by  gaming.    Even  the  farms  themselves  were  pledged 
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and  lost  in  tliis  way;  those  very  fanns  which  undoubtedly 
were  capable  of  furnishing  them  with  an  honest  comfortable 
maintenance  for  life. 

The  grounds  in  cultivation  on  account  of  Government 
which  had  been  sown  with  wheat,  (three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,}  was  found  to  have  produced  about  the  same  quantity 
as  that  raised  by  the  settlers.  Through  the  want  of  flour,  the 
consumption  of  this  article  was  very  great;  and  toward  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  half  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  last 
season  (reserving  twelve  hundred  bushels  for  seed)  had  been 
issued.  This  afforded  but  a  gloomy  prospect ;  for  it  was  much 
feared,  that  unless  supplies  arrived  in  time,  the  Indian  com 
would  not  be  ripe  soon  enough  to  save  the  seed  wheat. 

On  the  25th,  the  grain  from  Bengal  being  expended,  and 
no  more  Indian  com  of  the  last  year's  growth  remaining  that 
could  be  saved,  the  public  were  informed,  that  from  that  time 
no  other  grain  than  wheat  could  be  issued ;  and  accordingly 
CD  that  day  the  male  convicts  received  for  their  week's  sub- 
sistence three  pounds  of  pork  and  eight  pounds  of  wheat ; 
and  one  pound  more  of  wheat  was  issued  to  the  civil  and 
military. 

In  this  unprovided  state  of  the  settlement,  the  retam  of 
Mr  Bampton  with  his  promised  cargo  began  to  be  anxiously 
expected.  The  completion  of  the  Britannia's  voyage  was  also 
looked  forward  to,  as  a  desirable  event,  though  to  be  expected 
at  a  somewhat  later  period ;  and  every  shower  of  rain,  as  it 
tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  Indian  corn  then  growing,  was 
received  as  a  sort  of  presage  that  at  least  the  seed- wheat,  the 
hopes  of  the  next  season,  would  be  safe. 

Anodier  division  of  settlers  was  added  to  the  list  of  those 
already  established.  Williams  and  Ruse,  having  got  rid  of 
the  money  which  they  had  respectively  received  for  their 
larms,  were  permitted,  with  some  others,  to  open  ground  on 
the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  beginning  with  much  spirit, 
and  forming  to  themselves  very  sanguine  hopes  of  success. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  they  had  cleared  several  acres,  and 
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were  in  some  forwardness  with  a  few  huts.  The  natives  had 
not  given  them  any  interruption.  Those  people,  however, 
had  not  been  so  quiet  in  the  neighljourhood  of  Parramatta, 
between  which  settlement  and  Prospect  Hill  some  setftcrs 
had  been  attacked  by  a  party  of  armed  natives,  and  stripped 
of  their  provisions.  These  savages  were  very  desirous  of  pos- 
sessii^  the  clothing  and  provisions  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it 
was  noticed,  that  as  the  corn  ripened,  they  constantly  drew 
together  round  the  settlers'  farms,  and  round  the  public 
gi'ounds,  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations. 

On  the  12th  of  February  the  Francis  returned  from  Norfolk 
Island.  By  her  the  Lieutenant-Governor  stated  that  liis 
crops  had  been  abundant,  and  plenty  was  reigning  among  all 
descriptions  of  people  in  the  island.  His  wheat  was  cut,  the 
first  of  it  on  the  25th  of  November,  and  the  harvest  was  well 
got  in  by  Christmas-day.  About  two  thousand  bushels  were 
the  calculated  produce  of  this  crop,  which  would  have  been 
greater  but  for  the  want  of  rain.  Of  the  Qiaize,  the  first  crop 
(liaving  always  two)  was  gathering  while  the  schooner  was 
there,  and,  notwithstanding  the  drought,  turned  out  well ;  from 
one  acre  and  a  quarter  of  ground,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
bushels  had  been  gathered ;  but  it  was  pretty  generally  esta- 
blished on  the  island,  that  thirty-six  bushels  of  maize  might 
be  taken  as  the  average  produce  of  an  acre  of  ground. 

The  settlement  had  been  so  healthy,  that  no  loss  by  death 
had  happened  since  their  last  account;  and  when  the  schooner 
sailed  very  few  were  sick.  Only  sixty-three  persons  had  died 
in  the  last  two  years  and  sixty-three  days ;  in  which  time 
ninety-five  children  had  been  bom.  The  whole  number  in 
the  settlement  amounted  to  one  thousand  and  eight  persons. 
Every  description  of  stock,  except  some  Cape  sheep  which 
did  not  breed,  was  equally  healthy  as  the  inhabitants,  and 
were  increasing  fast. 

The  two  natives  of  New  Zealand,  who  had  been  sent  to 
Mr  King,  having  completed  the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
been  sent  (by  giving  such  instruction  in  the  process  of  pre- 
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paring  the  flax-plant,  that  even  with  very  bad  materials  a  few 
hands  could  manufacture  thirty-yards  of  good  canvas  in  a 
week),  and  having  manifested  much  anxiety,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  any  ship,  to  return  to  their  friends  and  native  country, 
though  treated  with  every  attention  and  kindness  that  could 
dispel  their  fears  and  conciliate  their  good  opinion,  Mr.  King 
thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  wishes 
(the  Britannia  having  called  at  the  island  in  her  way  to  Ben- 
gal). That  they  might  not  experience  on  the  voyage  any  in- 
terruption to  the  good  treatment  which  they  had  hitherto  met 
with,  he  determined  to  accompany  them  himself,  and  accord- 
ingly embarked  on  board  the  Britannia,  with  a  guard  from  the 
New  South  Wales  corps,  and  sailed  for  New  Zealand  on  the 
9th,  Tlieir  passage  was  short  j  for  on  the  fourth  day  the  two 
natives  were  landed  among  some  of  their  friends,  though  not 
exactly  at  the  district  in  which  their  families  and  kindred  re- 
sided (the  Bay  of  Islands) ;  and  Mr.  King  returned  to  Norfolk 
Island  on  the  1 8th. 

Mr.  King  found  himself  compelled  to  send  by  the  Francis 
ten  soldiers,  o^the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
on  duty  there,  under  a  charge  of  mutinous  behaviour.  A 
jealousy  which  had  grown  up  between  the  soldiers  and  free- 
men, settlers  and  others,  occasioned  by  some  acts  of  violence, 
and  improper  behaviour  on  either  side,  broke  out  at  a  place  in 
which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  permitted  plays  to  be 
represented  by  the  convicts,  as  an  innocent  recrearion  after 
labour.  Mr.  King,  who  was  present,  having  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  order  one  of  the  soldiers  into  confinement  when  the 
play  was  ended,  the  detachment  repaired  to  their  own  com- 
manding-officer, and  demanded  the  release  of  their  comrade^ 
On  his  declaring  his  inability  to  comply  with  such  a  request, 
they  signified  a  resolution  to  release  him  themselves ;  upon 
which  the  officer  remonstrated  with  them,  and  they  dispersed. 
It  did  not  appear  that  they  made  any  attempts  to  release  the 
prisoner;  but  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  above  circumstances,  he  convened  all  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


m  HISTORY  OF 

officers  ID  the  settlement,  and  laid  before  them  what  Be  had 
heard,  together  with  an  account  of  a  determination  amoDf^ 
the  soldiers,  to  release  from  the  halberts  any  of  their  comrades 
who  should  be  ordered  to  punishment  for  any  offence  or  injaiy 
done  to  a  settler ;  all  of  which  he  had  caused  to  be  authentic 
cated  upon  oath.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was,  that  die 
detachment  should  be  disarmed,  and  that  the  settlers  late  of 
the  marines,  and  ship's  company,  should  be  embodied  and 
armed  as  a  militia.  This  resolution  was  accordingly  put  in 
execution,  by  sending  tiie  detachment  from  their  quarters  un- 
armed,  upon  different  duties,  while  the  new-raised  militia  took 
possession  of  their  arms.  On  their  return,  twenty  were 
selected  as  mutineers  to  be  sent  to  Port  Jackson,  the  remainder 
returning  to  their  duty  immediately  (but  of  tliat  number  tea 
were,  after  a  few  days  confinement,  pardoned  and  Uberated)  ; 
and  two  days  after  Mr.  King  had  restored  good  order  in  the' 
settlement  the  Francis  appeared.  By  her  he  sent  the  ten 
prisoners,  under  the  guard  of  an  officer  and  as  many  soldiers 
as  the  vessel  could  conveniently  receive* 

A  court  of  enquiry,  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
at  Sydney,  was  assembled  on  the  arrival  of  the  Francis,  to 
examine  into  the  complaint  which  had  accompanied  the 
soldiers;  when,  after  five  days'  deliberation,  they  reported,  tliat 
the  conduct  of  the  soldiers,  in  disiobeyiag  the  orders  of  their 
officers,  was  reprehensible ;  but,  on  considering  the  provoca- 
tions which  had  given  birth  to  that  disobedience,  they  reoom* 
mended  them  to  their  commanding-officer's  clemency. 

On  the  27 th^  the  schooner  sailed  a  second  time  for  Norfolk 
Island,  to  convey  officers  and  soldiers  in  lieu  of  those  who  bttd 
been  sent  to  Sydney,  and  without  whom  the  detv^bment  on 
duty  there  wovid  have  been  too  much  weakened. 

The  natives  again  became  troublesome.  Twice  they  had 
attacke(!^  robbed,  and  beaten,  some  of  the  settlers'  wives^  who 
were  repassing  between  their  farms  and  Parramatta;  and 
great  quantities  of  com  continued  to  be  stolen  by  thenu  One 
of  those  women  was  so  severely  wounded  by  a  party,  who 
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lobbed  and  strapped  her  of  part  of  her  wearwf  apparal,  that  she 
lay  for  a  loag  time  dangeroudy  ill  at  the  hospital.  It  was 
said  that  the  people  who  committed  this  and  other  acts  of 
viokace  and  cruelty  were  occasional  visitors  with  others  at 
Sydney. 

Notwithstandbg  the  woods  were  infested  by  these  people, 
numbers  of  the  male  convicts,  idle,  and  dreading  labour  as  a 
greater  evil  than  the  risk  of  being  murdered,  absented  from 
the  new  settlements,  and,  after  wandering  about  for  a  few 
days,  got  at  length  to  Sydney,  almost  naked,  and  so  nearly 
starved,  that  in  most  cases  humanity  interfered  between  them 
and  the  punishment  which  they  merited*  They,  in  general, 
pleaded  the  insufBcieocy  of  their  present  ratkm  to  support  a 
labouring  man.  At  that  period,  it  was  true,  the  hibiHiring 
convict  was  menaced  with  the  probability  of  sufiering  greater 
want  than  had  evirar  been  before  experienced  in  the  settlement. 
One  fortnight  more  would  see  die  public  stores  cleared  of  its 
last  ounce  of  provisions.  But  even  this  situation,  bad  as  it 
was,  was  stiU  alleviated  by  the  assistance  that  the  officers, 
settlers,  and  otbws,  were  able  to  aiibid  to  those  whom  they 
either  retained  in  their  serviceor  occasionally  hired  foe  labour 
as  they  wanted  them. 

One  serving  of  salt-meat  akne  remained  in  the  provision- 
store  ;  and  that  was  to  be  the  food  of  mily  half  a  week.  After 
that  peiiod  the  pros|pect  was  truly  disoounging;  formere 
bread  and  water  appealed  to  be  the  portion  (rf  by  fiur  the 
greater  past  of  the  iiAabitaBts  of  these  unfortunate  settle- 
ments,«-of  that  part  too  whose  bodily  labour  must  be  called 
forth  to  restore  plen^,.and  attain  such  a  state  of  independence 
on  llie  parent-country  as  would  render  delay  or  accident  in 
the  transport  of  supplies  a.matter  of  much  less  mcmient  to  the 
eokmy  tbm  it  had  ever  hitherto  been  considered* 

As  at  this  time  the  stock  of  swine  in  the  possession  of  in- 
dividuals was  rather  considerable,  some  saving  of  the  salt  pro- 
visions, it  was  tibougfat,  migfat  be  made  by  purchasing  suffi- 
cient to  issue  to  the  military.    A  quantity  was  therefore  pur- 
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chased  bjf  tKe  Comm&sary,  and  issued  in  the  proportion  ef 
four  pounds  and  a  half  of  fresh  meat  instead  of  three  of  salt. 

Both  puMic  and  private  stock  appeared  to  be  threatened 
with  destruction.  The  sheep  and  goats  in  the  colony  were 
not  numbered  far  from  one  thousand.  The  cows  had  increased 
that  species  of  stock  by  thirteen  calves,  which  were  produced 
in  the  kst  year.  The  exact  number  of  hogs  was  not,  nor 
could  it  weB  be,  ascertained ;  it  must^  however,  have  been 
considerable^  as  every  industrious  convict  had  been  able  to^ 
keeponeormore  breedingsows.  Allthis  wore,  indeed,  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  resource ;  yet  what  would  it  all  have  been  (ad- 
mitting that  an  equal  partition  had  been  made)  when  JUstri- 
buted  among  upwards  of  three  thousand  people  ?  But  an 
equal  partition  of  private  slock,  as  most  of  this  was  such^ 
could  oot  have  been  eicpected.  The  officers  holding  tins 
slock  in  their  own  hands  would  certainly  tdce  caie  to  keep  it 
there,  and  from  it  would  naturally  supply  their  own  people. 
How  far,  in  an  hour  of  such  distress,  the  convicts  would  have 
sat  quietly  down  on  Aeir  return  from  labouring  in  the  fidd  to 
their  scanty  portion  of  bread  and  trater,  and  look  patiently 
on  while  others  were  keeping  want  and  hunger  at  a  distance 
by  the  daily  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  meal  of  fiesh  viands  > 
was  a  question  with  many  who  diought  of  their  situation. 

Most  happily,  however,  for  all  descriptions  of  people,  they 
were  not  at  this  time  to  be  put  to  the  trbl ;  for,  on  liie  8lh  of 
March,  at  that  critical  moment  when  the  doors  of  the  provi- 
sion-store had  closed,  and  the  coni^cts  had  received  their  last 
allowance  which  remained,  the  signtl  for  a  sail  waa  made. 
A  boat  was  sent  down ;  but  on  its  return  at  ni^  Aej  were 
told  that  a  ship  with  English  cobunAjring  had  stood  into  the 
iiarbour ;  but  meeting  with  a  heavy  squall  of  wind  at  south, 
in  which  she  split  her  fore-top-sail,  waa  compelled  again  to 
put  to.  sea.  It  was  conjectured  that  she  was  a  stranger ;  for 
if  any  person  on  board  her  had  had  any  knowledge  of  tlie 
harbour,  she  might  have  run  with  much  ease  horn  the  middle- 
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%ead  into  safety  in  Spring  Core.    The  officer  who  went  down 
unfortonately  could  not  board'ber. 

At  night  the  wind  increased,  with  mu<^h  ranif  and  morning 
was  anxiously  lodced  foEi  to  tell  them  where  and  who  the 
stranger  was.  Nothing  more,  boweva:^  was  known  of  her 
during  that  day,  than  (bat  she  was  to  be  seen  from  the  flag* 
staff;  whence  in  the  evening  word  was  brought  up,  over-land, 
4hat  another,  vessel,  a  brig,  was  in  sight 

Anxiety  and  curiosity,  now  strained  to  the  utmost^  were 
obliged  to  wait  the  passing  of  another  nighty  but  about  three 
o'clock  on  Monday  the  Imb  the  wind  and  weather  both 
<:hanged;  and,  to  the  infiniie  satisfaction  of  the  anxious  ex- 
pectants, the  ship  William,  pom  London,  came  to  an  anchori 
and  with  her  the  Arthur,  i  small  bng  of  about  ninety-five 
tons,  fiom  BeogaL    The  William  had  sailed  from  t^e  river 
Thames  on  the  1st  of  Jul).;  whence  she  proceeded  to  Cork, 
where  she  took  on  boardla  cargo  of  beef  and  pork  for  the 
<;olony ;  but  had  not  an  ou| ce  of  flour.    By  her  they  learned, 
that  Governor  Phillip  had  |eached  England  in  safety.    The 
natives  BennHlong  and  Yem-mer«r»-wan-uie  were  well,  but 
not  sufficiently  divested  of  the  genuine  natural  love  for  liberty 
and  their  native  country,  tq  prefer  London,  mth  its  pleasures 
and  its  abundance^  to  the  wpods  of  New  South  Wales.    Tliey 
requested  that  their  wives  n^ight  be  taught  to  expect  their  re- 
turn in  the  course  of  tha|  year.     Had  it  been  possible  to 
eradicate  in  bs^  breast  thatlove  fear  the  place  of  our  birth,  or 
where  we  have  lived  and  1- grown  from  infancy  to  manhood, 
which  is  implanted  in  us  by^  the  kind  hand  of  nature,  it  surely 
would  have  been  effected  m  two  natives  of  New  Holland, 
whose  country  did  not  possiess  a  single  eiuffmin  the  eye  even 
of  a  savage  inhabitant  of  New  Zealand. 

In  the  William  arrived  an  assistant  chaplain,  to  divide  the 
religious  duUes  of  the  colony  with  Mr  Johnson. 

Had  it  been  known  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  when  the 
report  was  received  that  the  ship  had  been  blown  out  to  s^ 
that  she  contained  so  valuable  a  cargo  as  four  months'  beef 
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and  pork  at  the  full  ration,  how  would  their  anxiety  have  been 
increased  upon  her  account !  Had  she,  as  the  Justinian  had 
before,  been  blown  off  the  coast  for  three  weeks,  how  deeply 
would  distress  have  been  felt  in  these  settlements ! 

The  brig  from  Bengal  had  on  board  a  smalt  quantity  of  beef 
and  pork ;  solne  sugar,  Bengal  rum,  and  coarse  calKcoes. 

To  the  great  surprise  and  regret  of  every  inhabitant  of  Port 
Jackson,  no  account,  at  the  time  of  the  brig  leaving  Calcutta, 
bad  been  heard  of  Mr.  Bampton's  arrival  in^any  port  in  India. 

The  master  of  the  brig  had  met  with  captain  Fatricksony 
who  had  before  carried  a  cargo  on  speculation  to  Sydney,  and 
had  actually  loaded  a  ship  with  the  intention  of  repeating  his 
visit,  but  was  prevented  by  some  unaccountable  apprehenacm 
{hat  hb  venture  would  not  be  purchased. 

The  government  of  Bengal  too  had  advertised  for  temas  to 
freight  a  vessel  for  that  country  with  cattle  and  provisioiui ; 
but  were  diverted  from  the  design  by  the  equipment  of  the 
armaments  which  it  was  necessary  to  enter  into  at  that  tbne. 

Thus  had  the  infaut  colony  of  New  South  Wales  still  been 
doomed  to  be  the  sport  of  contingency,  the  jaring  interests  of 
men  co-operating  with  the  dangers  of  the  sea  to  throw  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  that  long-desired  independence  which 
would  free  the  mother-country  from  a  heavy  responsibility  as 
well  as  expence,  and  would  deliver  the  colonists  from  the 
constant  apprehension  under  which  they  laboured,  of  being 
one  day  left  to  seek  their  subsistence  among  the  woods  of  the 
country,  or  along  the  shores  of  its  coast. 

In  consequence  of  these  fortunate  arrivals  the  full  ittion 
of  salt  meat  was  ordered ;  and  the  deficiency  on  Ae"  last 
Serving  days  was  completed  to  the  full  allo^'ance.  The  last 
of  the  wheat  was  served  on  the  17th  (a  proper  quantity  being 
reserved  for  seed) ;  and  on  the  next  provision-day  ten  pounAi 
of  Indian  corn  were  substituted  instead  of  the  allowance  of 
wheat.  Nothing  but  dire  necessity  could  have  induced  the 
gathering  and  issuing  of  this  article  in  its  unripened  state, 
the  whole  of  it  being  soft,  full  of  juice,  and  wholly  un6t  to 
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^ofl.  Had  the  settlers,  with  only  a  common  shave  of 
honesty,  returned  the  wheat  which  they  had  received  from 
Government  to  sow  their  grounds  the  last  season,  the  reproach 
^hich  they  drew  upon  themselves,  by  not  stepping  forward 
at  such  atnomentto  assits  Government,  would  not  have  been 
kicunred. 

A  new  mill,  made  by  a  convict,  was  completed  and  set  to 
work  about  the  time  of  the  William's  arrival.  At  irst  it  went 
rather  iieavily;  but  in  a  few  days,  with  the  labour  of  nine 
men,  it  ground  sixty-three  pounds  of  wheat  in  seventeen 
minutes. 

A  cireomstance  now  occurred,  which  gave  -some  proof  that 
the  force  of  good  example  had  been  felt  by  one  i^  the  natives, 
a  youth  named  Ca-ru-ey,  who  from  long  residence  in  the 
cdony  had  contracted  some  of  the  distinctions  between  good 
and  ill ;  for,  on  perceiving  some  convicts  gathering  and  secret- 
ing Indian  com  out  of  a  garden,  and  Icnowing  that  acts  of  that 
nature  were  always  punished,  he  instantly  gave  an  account  of 
what  he  had  seen,  in  time  to  secure  the  offenders  on  the  spot, 
with  the  corn  in  their  possession.  As  he  made  no  secret  of 
what  be  had  done,  it  was  apprehended  that  some  revenge 
might,  if  they  were  punished,  be  levelled  at  him  on  a  fiiture 
opportunity:  they  were  therefore  pardoned;  but  Ca-ru-ey 
was  nevertheless  applauded  and  recompenced  for  his  attention 
and  honesty. 

On  the  third  of  April  the  Dsedalus  returned,  with  part  of 
the  stores  that  she  had  on  board  at  the  time  of  her  leaving 
Port  Jackson,  Captain  Vancouver  not  having  room  for  them 
in  his  ship.  The  native  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Hanson, 
returned  with  him,  and  had  conducted  himself  with  the  great- 
est propriety  during  the  voyage,  readily  complying  with  what- 
ever was  required  of  him.  The  king  of  Owhyhee  earnestly 
wished  to  detain  him  on  the  island,  making  splendid  offers  to 
Mr.  Hanson,  of  canoes,  warlike  instruments,  and  odier 
euriofiities^  to  purchase  him ;  but  if  Mr.  Hanson  had  been 
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williDg  to  have  left  him,  Collins  would  not  have  consented^ 
being  very  anxious  to  return  to  New  South  Wales, 

He  did  not  appear  to  have  acquired  much  of  the  EpgUsh 
language  during  his  excursion ;  but  seemed  to  comprehend  a 
great  deal  more  than  he  could  find  words  to  express. 

On  his  arrival  at  Sydney  he  found  his  wife,  whom  he  had 
left  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  in  the  possession  of  another  native, 
a  very  fine  young  fellow.  The  circumstance  of  his  retnni^ 
and  the  novelty  of  hb  appearance,  being  habited  in  the  £iig- 
lish  dress,  and  very  clean,  drew  many  of  his  countrymen  about 
him  ;  and  among  others  his  rival  and  his  wife.  The  husband 
and  the  gallant  eyed  each  other  with  indignant  suUenncssJ 
while  the  poor  wife  (who  had  recently  been  delivered  of  a 
fetnale  child)  appeared  terrified,  and  as  if  she  knew  not  which 
to  cling  to  as  her  protector,  but  expecting  that  she  should  be 
the  suflbrer,  whether  ascertained  to  belong  to  her  former  or 
present  master.  A  few  days,  howeverj  determined  the  point : 
her  travelled  husband  shivered  a  spear  with  the  lover,  wh^ 
was  wounded  in  the  contest,  and  the  wife  became  the  prize  of 
the  victor ;  who,  after  thus  ascertaining  his  right  by  arrns^ 
seemed  indifferent  about  the  reward ;  and  was  soon  after  seen 
traversing  the  countiy  in  search  of  another  wife. 

By  the  return  of  the  FVancis  from  Norfolk  Island,  Lieute* 
nant-Governor  King  reported,  that  hb  second  crop  of  Indian 
com  had  been  so  productive  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  an 
ofier  of  sending  five  thousand  bushels  of  that  article  to  Sydney^ 
if  required. 

Notwithstanding  the  ill  success  which  had  hitherto  attended 
the  endeavours  of  the  Irish  convicts  stationed  at  Toongabbe 
and  Parmmatta  to  find  a  way  from  those  places  to  China,  a 
few  of  them  were  again  hardy  enoi^h  to  attempt  eflfecting 
their  escape,  and  getting  thither>  in  a  small  boat  which  th^ 
took  from  a  settler.  They  had  furnished  themselves  with 
some  piovisionB ;  but  the  wretchedness  of  their  boat  must 
have  ensured  to  them  the  same  end  which  certainly  hfifd 
Tarwood  and  his  companions,  particularly  as  it  blew  a  gale 
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of  viinid  the  day  succeeding  their  departure ;  and,  no  account 
having  been  received  of  them  ftx>m  that  day,  the  12th,  to«the 
end  of  the  month,  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  perished. 

From  the  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  river  the  best  re- 
ports continued  to  be  received  from  time  to  time :  every  where 
the  settlers  found  a  rich  black  mould  of  several  fieet  depth ; 
and  one  man  had  in  three  months  planted  and  dug  a  crop  of 
potatoes.  The  natives,  however,  had  given  them  such  inter- 
ruption as  induced  a  necessity  for  firing  upon  them,  by  which, 
it  was  said,  one  man  was  killed. 

At  Toongabbe,  where  the  Indian  corn  was  growing,  their 
visits  and  their  depredations  were  so  frequent  and  extensive, 
that  the  watchmen  were  compelled  to  fire  on  them ;  and  one 
party,  coq^iderable  in  number,  after  having  been  driven  ol^ 
returning  directly  to  the  plunder,  was  pursued  by  the  watch- 
men for  several  miles,  when  a  contest  ensued,  in  which  the 
natives  were  worsted,  and  three  of  them  left  dead  upon  the 
spot.  The  watchmen,  apprehensive  lest  their  story,  like  many 
of  the  same  nature  which  they  bad  told,  should  be  doubted, 
brought  in  with  them,  as  a  testimonial  not  to  be  disputed,  the 
head  of  one  of  those  whom  they  had  slain. 

At  Sydney  a  large  party  of  natives  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  burning  the  body  of  Carradah,  the  native  mentioned 
in  the  transactions  of  the  month  of  December,  by  the  name 
of  Midjer  Rool.  He  bad  been  put  to  death  while  asleep  in 
the  night  by  some  people  who  were  inimical  to  bis  trite  $  and 
the  natives  who  witnessed  the  performance  of  the  last  rite 
assured  the  inhabitants,  that  when  the  murderers  should  be 
discovered  several  severe  contests  would  ensue.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  the  rencounter  between  Collins  and  Wyatt  took 
place ;  and  some  other  points  of  honour  which  remained  un- 
settled, were  then  determined,  not  without  much  bloodshed, 
though  no  one  was  killed. 

Near  four  hundred  acres  were  in  the  course  of  April  sown 
with  wheat  on  the  public  account^  the  price  of  which  article 
was  at  the  time  twenty  shillings  a  bushel.    The  craps  of 
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Indian  com  had  ia  general  turned  out  very  productive :  some 
on  the  light  sandj^  soil  yielded  fifty  bushels  of  shelled  com  per 
acrey-and  a  patch  of  Caffire  com  growing  in  the  like  soil^  pro- 
duced as  much  r  This  grain  had  been  brought  {rom  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,, and  was  found  to  answer  well  for  fattening  oi 
stock.  No  one  having  attempted  to  separate  the  farinaceous 
part  of  the  grain  from  the  husk,  which  was  of  an  astringent 
quality,  no  judgment  had  been  formed  of  its  utitity  as  a  flour; 
but  some  who  had  ground  it  and  mixed  the  whole  together  in* 
to  a  paste,  pronounced  it  to  be  equal  to  any  preparation  of 
oatmeal. 

An  inflammation  of  the  eyes  was  generally  pKvalent  among 
all  descriptions  of  people  at  this  time.  It  raged-  at  first  anu>og 
children;  but  when  it  got  into  a  house^  scarcely  any  person 
in  it  escaped  the  complaint  It  was  accounted  kht  by  the 
variable  weather  which  had  prevailed. 


CHAP.   XVIL 


Excursion  into  the  Interior — Arrival  of  a  Storeship — ^Full  Ration  ordered 
— Other  Vessels  arrive — Unfavourable  reports  at  home  ruspecting  the 
Colony — ^Robberjr — ^Murder  of  Captain  Hill  and  his  boat's  crew  at 
Tate*s  Island—Hardened  Villany  of  some  convicts—Excursion  to  the 
Western  M<niiitaia»— Various  Transactions — ^Natives— The  Lieute^ 
nant-Oovemor  leaves  the  Settlement — ^Recruits  for  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps  arrive^— Captain  Paterson  assumes  the  Command — 
Deaths  in  1794. 

Thb  permission  given  to  officers  to  hold  lands  had  operated 
powerfully  in  fiavour  of  the  colony,  which  was,  in*  the  opinion 
of  most  people,  now  making  rapid  strides  toward  that  inde- 
pendence so  long,  and  hitherto  so  vainly,  wished  for.  Tiiese 
gentlemen  were  liberal  in  their  employment  of  people ;  and 
such  had  been  their  exertions,  that  it  appeared  by  a  survey 
taken  in  the  last  month,  that  nine  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acfes  had  been  deared  by  them  since  that  permission  had 
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heen  received;  and  it  further  appeared,  that  theUe  had  been 
cleared  since  Governor  Phillip's  departure  in  December  179^9 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres.  It  must 
here  be  remembered,  that  the  colony  had  been  supplied  with 
no  other  grain  than  that  raised  within  itself  from  the  16th  day 
of  December  1793. 

Some  natives,  who  had  observed  the  increasing  number  of 
the  settlers  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and  had  learned 
that  they  were  solicitous  to  discover  other  fresh-water  rivers^ 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  settlements,  assured  them,  that  at 
&o  very  great  distance  from  Botany  Bay,  there  was  a  river  of 
fresh  water  which  ran  into  the  sea.  As  this  was  thought  not 
to  be  improbable,  two  men  of  the  military,  who  were  deemed 
of  sufficient  judgment  and  discretion  for  the  purpose,  were 
sent  out  well  armed  and  furnished  with  provisions  for  a  week. 
They  set  off  from  the  south  shore,  and  were  accotnpanied  by 
a  native,  as  a  guide,  who  professed  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  named  the  place  where  the  fresh  water  would  be  found 
to  run.  Great  expectations  were  formed  of  this  excursion, 
from  the  confidence  with  which  the  native  repeatedly  asserted 
the  existence  of  a  fresh  water  river.  On  the  20th,  however,, 
tlie  party  returned,  with  an  account,  that  the  native  had  very 
soon  walked  beyopd  his  own  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
trusted  to  them  to  bring  him  safe  bacjk ;  that  having  pene- 
trated about  twenty  miles  to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay, 
they  came  to  a  large  inlet  of  the  sea,  which  formed  a  smidl 
harbour.  The  head  of  this  th^y  rounded,  without  diacovering 
any  river  of  fresh  water  near  it.  The  country  they  described 
as  high  and  rocky  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  harbour,  which^ 
on  afterwards  looking  into  the  chart,  was  supposed  to  be  some- 
where about  Reed  Point.^  The  native  returned  with  the 
soldiers,  as  cheerfully  and  as  well  pleased  as  if  be  had  con- 
ducted them  to  the  banks  of  the  first  river  in  the  world. 

An  excursion  of  a  difierent  nature  was  at  this  time  framing 
among  some  discontented  Irish  convicts,  and  was  on  the  point 
of  being  carried  into  execution  when  discovered.    Among 
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tiiote  wfio  had  arrived  in  the  last  ship)  Iffka  Ireland,  ww  a 
conviot  who  had  been  an  attorney  in  that  kingdoin,  and  wha 
was  Weak  enough  to  form  the  hazardfous  scheme,  with  several 
others,  of  seizing  a  long-boat,  in  which  they  were  to  endeavour 
to  reach  Batavid.  A  quantity  of  provisions,  water-casks,  sails^ 
and  other  necessary  articles,  were  provided,  and  w;ere  foiUKly 
at  the  time  of  making  the  discovery,  in  the  house  of  the  prin- 
cipal. These  people  had  much  greater  reason  to  rejoice  a(> 
than  to  regret,  the  discovery  of  their  plot ;  for  the  wind,  cm 
(he  day  succeeding  the  night  in  which  they  were  to  have 
gone  o%  blew  a  heavy  gale ;  and)  as  there  wero  no  professed 
sicamen  in  the  party,  it  was  next  to  impossible  but  that  the 
boat  must  be  lost.  The  greatest  evil  that  attended  these  de- 
sertions was  the  ibst  of  the  boats  which  were  taken  off:  for  the 
oolony  could  not  sustain  much  injury  by  the  absencffof  a  few 
wrc  :ohes  who  were  too  idle  to  labour,  and  must  be  constantly 
wMspering  their  own  discontents  among  the  other  convicts. 

On  the  24fh  of  May,  the  inhabitants  of  this  hkfaoto  til- 
eikiened  counti^  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  die  Indispen- 
sable, a  store  ship,  anch<»r  in  the  cove  from  Enghmd>  with  a 
oargo  c6ns(i^Ung  principally  of  provisions  for  &e  colony. 
From  her  they  umi^rstood  that  she  was  the  fit^  of  sbL  or  sevett 
abips- which  weiie  all  to  brmg  out  stores  and  i»ovisi<ms,  and 
whict^  if  no  accident  happened  in  the  passage,  might  be  ex- 
pects to  arrive  in  the  course  of  two  months.  The  supply  of 
dbdiing  and  provisions  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  them> 
t{>getfaer  with  what  bad  been  received  bf  the  V^lUam,  was 
chlculated  for  t!ie  consumption  of  a  twelvemonth.  The 
qiiimtity  whidi  had  now  airlved  formed  a  sup{dy  of  iour  for 
twelve  weeks,  berf  for  fbur  ditto,  poric  for  four  ditto*,  and  of 
pease  for  fourteen  ditto. 

lacOnsequetice-  of  the  supplies  received  by  the  Itidispen-* 
sable,  the  full  ration  of  flour  was  directed  to  be  issued,  and  the ' 
Ck)mmis8aiy  was  ordered  not  to  receive  for  the  present  any 
more  Indian  oom  that  might  be  brought  to  sale. 
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The  tttfiffil  of  the  B^Htnn'ia  on  the  Ist  of  June  gRYte  geoend 
salisfliotbii,  aft  maoy  doubts  about  her  safety  had  been  ereated 
by  some  aceounts  which  the  ma^r  of  the  lodtspeDaable  had 
heard  at  the  Gape  of  Good  H<^5  of  the  Bby  of  Bengal  being 
full  of  French  privateers.  They  learned  from  Mr.  Saveny 
A0tt,be  had  been  Jbroed  tb  gD  to  Batavia  bstead  of  Bengal, 
having  been  attadced  to  the  Straits  of  Malacca  by  a  iBeet  of 
pkatioal  Proas,  which  engaged  him  for  six  hours,  and  from 
whean  he  migiit  have  found  some  difficulty  to  escape,  had  he 
not  foftuoately  killed  the  Captain  of  one  of  them  when  in  the 
act  of  making  preparations  for  boarding  him.  At  Batavia  he 
was  informed)  that  his  passage  to  Bengal  was,  by  the  number 
e£  French  privateers  wbiob  infested  the  Bay,  Tendered  very 
preeafioi^;  he  therefore  determined  to  load  the  Britannia  at 
Batavia,  and,  after  saeoe  necessary  arrangements  with  the 
Go'VieEnor-Geiieral  and  Council,  purchased  a  cargo  consisting 
of  beef,  pork,.siigar  and  rice. 

At  BsHtavia  Mr,  Raven  learned,  that  the  Shah  Hormuzear 
suled  from  thence  for  Bombay  three  months  before  he  arrived 
there ;'  and  the  vqx>rt  given  by  a  convict  of  t  disaster  which 
hdset  the  boat  and  people  from  that  ship,  in  die  passage 
through  the  Straits  between  New  South  Wales  and  New 
Gttioea^  was  confirmed  at  Batavia.  As,  however,  Mr.  Bamp- 
ton  had  not  since  been  heaaxl  of,  it  seemed  more  than  probable 
^u^  he  had  fallen  a  prize  to  some  of  the  privateers  which 
were  to  be  met  with  in  those  seas. 

Oft  the  8th,  the  Speedy,  a  storeship  commanded  by  Mr. 
Melville,  arrived  with  stores  and  provisions  from  England : 
and' on  the  14th,  the  Halcyon,  a  ship  from  Rhode  Island, 
loaded  on  speculation  with  provisions  and  spuits,  lanchored  In 
theCove^ 

Mr.  Page,  die  master,  had  made  his  passage  from  Rhode 
Island  in  dne  hundred  and  fifteen  days,  and  withoot  touching 
at  any  poi^  This  gentleman,  who  had  before  speculated  in 
that  cooolry,  had  in  his  return  from  thence  stopped  at  the 
Island  of  Tioian,  which  place  he  now  represented  as  well 
2A2 
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calculated  to  furnish  a  freight  of  cattle  for  the  colony.  Of 
the  conduct  of  several  convicts  whom  he  had  taken,  home 
with  him  he  gave  no  fevourahle  account,  nor  any  hope  tJiat 
they  were  reformed  by  having  paid  the  penalty  of  their  former 
crimes. 

Captain  Page  at  first  thought  he  had  come  to  a  bad  market 
with  his  provisions  at  least;  for  the  day  was  at  last  arrived 
when  the  colonists  found  themselves  enabled  to  say  that  they 
were  not  in  want  of  any  casual  supplies ;  but  by  the  end  of 
the  month  he  declared  himself  satisfied  with  the  voyage  that 
he  had  made. 

It  may  safely  be  pronounced^  that  the  colony  had  never  be* 
fore  worn  so  fiivourable  an  appearance  as  at  this  period :  the 
public  stores  filled  with  wholesome  provisions ;  fiv||ships  on 
the  seas  with  additional  supplies ;  and  wheat  enough  in  the 
ground  to  promise  the  realizing  of  many  a  goldea  dream ;  a 
rapidly  increasing  stock;  a  country  gradually qjening,  and 
improving  every  where  upon  the  beholders  as  it  opened;  with 
a  spirit  universally  prevalent  of  cultivating  it 

The  ships  which  had  lately  arrived  from  England  were 
fraught  with  the  dismal  and  ill-founded  accounts,  whieb, 
through  some  evil  design,  continued  to  be  insidiously  pro- 
pagated, of  the  wretched  unprofitable  soil  of  New  South 
Wales.  It  was  hoped,  however,  that  when  the  present  ap- 
pearance and  state  of  the  colony  should  reach  England,  every 
attempt  to  mislead  the  public  would  cease,  and  such  encou- 
ragement be  held  out  as  would  induce  individuals  to  setde  in 
the  country. 

In  the  Halcyon  had  arrived  an  American  gentleman  (Mr. 
W.  Megee)  in  character  of  supercargo.  This  person,  on  see- 
ing the  Toongabbe  hills  covered  with  a  most  promising  crop 
of  wheat,  declared  that  he  had  never  seen  better  in  America, 
even  at  Rhode  Island,  the  garden  of  that  part  of  the  world ; 
and,  on  being  shewn  somelndian  c(»m  of  the  last  yearns  growth, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  large 
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herds  of  grazing  cattie,  to  be  a  thriving,  prosperous,  and  great 
colony,  possessing  within  itself  all  the  essential  articles  of  life. 

In  addition  to  several  most  daring  burglaries,  a  highway 
robbery  had  been  conunitted  in  the  course  of  the  month. 
This  was  a  species  of  depravity  hitherto  unknown  in  that 
country;  and  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  ooe  step  toward 
refinement,  as  being  at  least  a  more  manly  mode  of  taking 
pit^>erty,  than  that  which  the  jnlfering  daik-loving  knaves 
adopted.  The  present,  like  the  meaner  acts  of  villany,  had 
its  source  in  the  same  vice,  namely  gaming,  which  was  still 
pursued  with  the  utmost  avidity  and  the  most  dexterous 
management ;  insomuch  that  they  almost  constantly  defeated 
the  peace-officers. 

Among^he  few  who  had  died  in  June  was  a  convict  of  the 
name  of  Gillies.  His  death  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the 
Speed/s  arrival  from  England^  by  which  ship  a  letter  was 
Fcceived  addressed  to  him,  admcmishing  him  of  the  uncertam- 
ty  of  life,  recommending  him  eariy  to  begin  to  think  of  the 
end  of  it,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  death  of  his  wife,  a 
child,  and  two  other  near  relations.  He  had  ceased  to  breathe 
a  few  moments  before  this  distressful  intelligence  would  other* 
wise  have  reached  him. 

On  the  5th  of  July  another  American  ship  from  Rhode 
Island  was  announced,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  salted  pro- 
visions  and  spirits,  on  speculation,  and  on  the  8th  the  Indis- 
pensable and  Halcyon  sailed  on  their  respective  voyages,  the 
former  for  Bengal,  and  the  latter  for  Canton.  By  the  latter 
some  dispatches  were  sent,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  way  of 
China  to  his  M ajest/s  Secretory  of  State  for  the  home  de- 
partment. On  the  day  following  the  departure  of  those  ships, 
the  Fancy  snow  arriived  from  Bombay,  having  on  board  a 
small  quantity  of  rice  and  dholl,  intended  as  a  part  of  the 
contract  entered  into  by  Captain  Bampton,  who,  they  now 
learned,  had  arrived  safely  at  Bombay,  after  a  long  passage  of 
seven  oiCHiths*    Mr«  Dell;  the  master  of  this  vessel,  had  been 
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MnBamplnii's  tkiel  mate  in  tbefifaah  MnmuMr^  aaii 
him  the  IbUowing  iBfermAtioB  waa  Qbteined. 

The  ships  Shah  Hoxmuflewr  aBd<>hBfllei<fieldi«ailed,as  beA>re 
tehted,  from  .Norfolk  Isltnd  oo  At  27 A  of  May  1 79d*  On 
Ihe  2d  of  the  kUawmg:  month  they  fell  in  widi-an  isfauid  whfek 
obtained  die  aane  of  Tate's  Islaiid;  and  at  whidi'  lliey  imA 
At  nisfertafte  to  stave  a  hoat  The  circumatances  of  A» 
SMiider  of  Captain  HiU^  Mr.  Canter,  Shanr,  and  the  ha^s 
ccewy  were  related  by  Mr.  Deft.  It  appeared  from  his  ae- 
<KiiiDty  that  they  had  landed  toaearch  for  fiesh  water^aod  pup- 
posed  vemaining  one  mgfat  on  At  island  to  barter  with  die 
•nadves^  to  pixiem«  emu  fcathefs  bam  them*  The  day  after 
tliey  were  put  on  shore  the  weather  changed^  oondof  otr.tD 
Mow  haul ;  theshtp  was  drivsen  to  leeward  of  the  haf  in  wbicli 
Ibey  landed ;  and  it  was  not  unlsl  the  third  day  that  it  was 
poesible  to  send  a  boat  after  them.  Mr.  DeU>was  hkm&tir 
empl<^«d  on  tiiis  oceasioD,  and  returned  with  the  melendiolyc 
account  of  tus  beiog  unable  to  disoorer  their  lost  eon^enioDs. 
An  armed  focce  was  sent  on  sboMv  hwt  snoceeded  only  ia 
homing  the  huts  and  inclosBOPas  ci  the  mtfiffea.  Aa  a  £ue 
they  found  some  inooDtestable  psoofs  that  thebfidends  conid 
not  be  living ;  of  three  human  hands  wfaidi  they  tioak  np^ 
one,  by  some  particvkF  marks,  was  positirely  theugbt  by  BIr. 
Dellttt  he¥e  hekm^id  to  Mc  Caster;  their  g»at  eeots  wcne^ 
found  With  the  Imttons  out  off;  a  tbdan-bo^  a  lanthcm,  a 
tMiahaivlr»  and  otfaar  arddes  from  the  boat,  were  aim  dis* 
covered;,  but  thoof^  they  nMmed  entiiely  round  Aa  ishm^ 
looking  into  every  oava  at  ereek^  the  boar  oonld  nothe  seen. 
&b»  DcU  WM,  if  peasible,  to:  proeure  two  jNrisoaeis;  but  he 
^Hxildnot  BUficeed.  In  ths  intercourse, Avihich  he  had  with 
ihem,  however,  they  gaire  him  to  understand^  1^  sigB8^.that; 
Afif  killed  all  who  wens  in  the  beatv  except  two;,  at  ieas^.ao 
Mr.  Dell  tboogfat;  hot  if  it  wnsso,  nothing  oe«Uhe hoped- 
fiom  theeKfieption,  nor  eonld  any/Other  condusioo  be  tbnuBA, 
than  tiiat  th^-  were  lesannd  perhaps  for  move  deia>cRite 
torture,  and  an  equally  horrid  end. 
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This  iBlaiMl  MM  dMOtfibed  w  alxNindkip  wMi  the  red  sweet 
potatoe,  sttgar-^MMy  pkmaiiiB,  bamboo,  cocoa-tt^ees,  and  man- 
groves. The  nfKff^B)  appettwd  st)dut^>  iknd  weve  in  heigbt  from 
five  feet  eigbt40  rik  Haet  tvo  inche^^  their  colour  dafk,  afnd 
^k  language  hanh  and  disagreeable.  The  weapons  which 
weie  ae6n  weie  spears,  laiKHis  made  of  a  hard  Mack  wood,  and 
dubsaboutfeur  feet  in  tetogth.  They  li^ed  in  huts  resembling 
hay^eocks,  wiA  a  p6le  driven  through  tbe  middle,  formed  of 
long  grass  and  ^  leaves  of  the  eocoa-tree.  These  huts 
might  contain  six  or  eight  persons  each,  and  were  inclosed 
with  a  fence  of  bamboo.  In  a  corner  of  some  of  the  huts 
which  they  entered,  ftey  perceived  a  wooden  image,  intended 
to  resemble  a  manj  in  others,  the  figure  of  a  bird,  very  rude- 
ly carved,  daubed  widt  fed,  a!nd  curiously  decorated  with  the 
feathers  of  the«niQ!s';  over  tJie&e  iteages  vmere  suspended  from 
the  roof  seveiM  strings  of  hnttian  hands,  each  string  having 
Ave  or  sk  hands  on  it  In*  9ome  fhey  found  smalt  piles  of 
human  skuHs ;  and  in  olie,  in  which  there  vras  a  much  laiger 
pile  ^-skulls  than- HI  any  other  <hat  they  had  visited,  they  ob- 
served some  gum  huming  befoi^  a  wooden  image. 

This  idand  was  stipposed  fo'be  about  eight  mSesin  lengthy 
five  in  breadth,  and  Rtieea  in  circumference ;  a  coral  reef 
seemed  to  guard  it  from  M  approiieh,  accept  on  the  north 
west  part,  which  formed  a  bay,  wheite  the  shfp  aAdhored  in 
thirteen  ftdkom  water.  Fresh  water  was  seen  only  in  one 
place.    . 

The  villains  idio  had  brdken  into  Mr.  Kent's  house,  had  the 
audacity  to  send  that  gentleman  a  letter  in  miserable  verse^ 
claiming  to  themselves  the  honour  of  havibgbeen  the  robbers 
of  the  Parson's  store-roonfi.  The  letter  was  accompanied  by  a 
pocket-book  belonging  to  Mr.  Kent,  with  some  of  his  papers; 
but  none  of  the  bills  vriiich  were  in  it  when  it  was  stolen  were 
returned.  The  ins6lence  of  this  proceeding,  and  the  frequency 
of  those  noctumid  visits,  surprised  and  put  all  persons  upon 
their  guard;  but  that  the  enemy  was  within  their  own  doors 
there  was  no  doubt.    An  honest  servant  in  that  country  was 
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an  invtiluable  treasure ;  they  were  compelled  to  take  t&Soi, 
as  chance  should  direct,  from  among  the  oommon  herd)  and 
if  any  one  was  found  who  had  .some  remains  of  princq>le  in 
him,  he  was  sure  to  be  soon  OGarrupted  by  the  vice  which  every 
where  surrounded  him.  The  state  of  the  colony  called  loudly 
for  reform  or  punishment.  The  criminal  Court  was  summon- 
ed, and  two  notorious  offend^^  were  condemned  and  executed; 
another  was  severely  punished;  but  on  beiqg  taken  down 
from  the  halberts  declared,  with  exultation^  that  all  they  could 
do  should  not  make  him  better. 

A  passage  over  the  inland  mountains  which  fona-  the  wes^ 
tern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  being  deemed 
practicable,  a  seaman  (f(»rmerly  quarter-master  in  the  Sirius) 
set  off  in  August,  with  a  companion  or  two^  determined  to  try 
it  After  seven  days  absence  they  returned^  with  an  account 
of  their  having  penetrated  twenty  miles  further  bland  than 
any  other  {European.  Hacking,  the  seaman,  reported,  that 
on  reaching  the  mountains,  his  further  route  lay  OFer  eighteen 
or  nineteen  ridges  of  high  rocks ;  and  that  when  he  halted, 
determined  to  return,  he  still  had  in  view  before  him  the  same 
wild  and  inaccessiUe  kind  of  country^  The  summits  of  these 
rocks  were  of  iron-stone,  large  fragments  of  which  had  oover- 
ed  tlie  intermediate  valleys,  in  which  water  of  a  reddish  tinge 
was  observed  to  stagnate  in  many  spots.  The  soil  midway 
up  the  ascent  appeared  good^  and  afforded  shelter  and  food  for 
several  red  kangooroos.  The  ground  every  where  bore  signs 
of  being  frequently  visited  by  high  winds;  for  on  the  sides 
exposed  to  the  south  and  south-east  it  was  strewed  with  the 
trunks  of  large  trees.  They  saw  but  one  native  in  this  deso- 
late region,  and  he  fled  from  their  approach,  preferring  the 
solitary  enjoyment  of  his  rocks  and  woods,  witli  liberty,  to  any 
intercourse  with  them.  These  hills  appearing  to  extend  very 
far  to  the  northward  and  southward,  an  impassable  baxrier 
seemed  fixed  to  the  westward,  and  little  hope  was  left  of  ex- 
tending cultivation  beyond  the  limits  of  the  couuty  of  Cum* 
berland. 
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By  tbe  return  of  the  Francis  schooner  from  Norfolk  Island, 
It  appeared  that  the  harvest  had  been  prodigiously  productive ; 
in  so  much  that  Lieutenant-Governor  King  had  purchased 
from  the  settlers  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  bushels  of  maize ; 
and  bills  ibr  th^  amount  were  drawn  by  him  in  favour  of  the 
respective  settlers ;  but,  requiring  the  sanction  of  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor of  Sydney,  they  were  now  sent  thither.  Mr 
King  had  been  partly  induced  to  make  this  provisional  kind 
of  purchase,  under  an  idea  that  the  com  would  be  acceptable 
at  Port  Jackson,  and  also  in  compliance  with  the  conditions 
on  which  the  settlers  had  received  their  respective  allotments 
under  the  regulations  of  Governor  Phillip;  that  is  to  say,  that 
their  overplus  grain  and  stock  should  be  purchased  from  them 
at  a  fair  market  price.  Beings  however,  well  stocked  with 
that  article,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  did  not  think  himself 
justifiable  in  putting  the  crown  to  so  great  an  expence,  and 
declined  accepting  the  bills.  Mr  King  could,  had  it  been 
wanted,  have  furnished  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  maize, 
much  of  which  must  now  inevitably  perish,  unless  the  settlers 
would,  agreeably  to  a  nodfication  which  the  Governor  in- 
tended to  send  them,  receive  their  corn  again  from  the  public 
stores,  which  did  not  appear  very  likely,  as  several  of  them 
had  already  given  up  their  farms  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Norfolk  Island  refusing  to  purchase  their  second  crops ; 
and  it  was  reported,  that  most  of  the  marine  settlers  intended 
to  follow  their  example. 

As  it  was  desirable,  that  those  settlers  who  had  become  such 
from  convicts  should  remain  in  that  country,  the  only  induce- 
ment which  they  could  have  would  be  that  of  raising  to 
themselves  a  comfortable  independence  for  the  winter  of  their 
own  lives,  and  the  summer  of  their  own  progeny.  Govern- 
ment must  therefore  encourage  the  settler,  let  him  be  the 
farmer,  and  be  itself  the  purchaser.  The  Government  could 
always  fix  its  own  price ;  and  the  settler  would  be  satisfied  if  . 
it  was  such  as  enabled  him  to  procure  requisite  comforts,  and 
to  lay  by  a  portion  of  his  emoluments  for  that  day  when  he 

2  B 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


194  m^TORY  or 

could  BO  longer  till  the  field  witb  the  labour  of  bis  awn  Bands,. 
With  such  eocounigemeDt  tad  prospect^  New  South  Wales 
would  bold  out  a  most  proiaisis^  field  for  the  iDdustrIous| 
and  mi^  even  do  more :  it  might  prove  a  \(ahiahle  resource 
^d  aeoeptable  a&jlum  for  many  brolcen  and  reduced  iamilie^ 
vbo^  Cor  want  of  it,  become  through  misfortunes  chargeable 
to  their  re&pective  parishes. 

The  weather  throughout  the  whole  of  August  bad  been 
very  unpleasant  and  turbulent.  Much  rain  had  £EdleB,  and 
^e  wind  blow  slrong  at  south.  On  the  2Sth,  the  hot  land- 
wind  visited  them  to  the  first  time  that  seasoi^  blowing  until 
evening  with  much  violence,  when  it  was  succeeded  (as  usual- 
\f  happened  after  so  hot  a  day)  by  the  wind  at  south. 

On  the  first  of  September  the  Britannia  sailed  for  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  on  a  second  speculation  for  some  of  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  settlement  The  Speedy  also  sailed  on 
her  fishing  voyage,  the  owister  intending  not  to  eonsusie  auj 
longer  time  in  an  unsuccessful  trial  of  that  coast. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  early  in  this  iQonth  thought  it 
necessary  to  issue  a  public  order^  calculated  to  impress  con- 
viction on  the  minds  of  those  settlers  and  others  at  Ncarfolk 
Island,  who  might  think  themselves  aggrieved  by  his  late  de» 
termination  of  not  ordering  payment  to  be  made  for  the  com 
purchased  of  them  by  Lieutenant-Govemcqr  King.  It  con- 
tained an  assurance^  that  although  he  should  on  all  occaaiona 
be  ready  to  adopt  any  plan  which  the  lieutenant-Govenior 
might  devise  for  the  accommodation  or  advantage  o£  the  in- 
habitants of  Norfolk  Island,  yet  in  the  late  business  he  had 
made  objections,  because  he  did  not  consider  himself  autho- 
rised to  ratify  the  agreement. 

On  the  10th  the  Resolution  and  Salanoander  storeship  ar- 
rived. Immediately  on  their  anchoring  the  governor  w&s 
given  to  understand,  that,  from  meeting  with  uncomraionly 
bad  weather  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  the  master's  apprehended  that  their  cai|foes 
had  sustained  much  damage.    These  geuUemen  entered  a 
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protest,  in  which  they  stated  that  their  diqM  nveie  nrach 
strained ;  the  main  piece  of  the  ResolutiDn's  rudder  sprang^ 
and  the  saib  and  rigging  of  both  worn  out.  During  a  tremend- 
ous gale  of  wind,  according  to  the  supentitiKMis  seaMen,  and 
w4iicfa  thej  todc  care  to  insert  in  their  protest,  blue  lights 
trere  seen  dandng  on  each  mast-head  and  yard  in  tihe  Sala- 
mander. 

By  these  ships  they  learned  his  Majesty's  appointment  of 
John  Hunter,  Esq.  to  be  Oovemor,  in  the  rooih  of  Captain 
Phillip,  who  bAd  resigned  his  office.  Mr  Philiip's  services, 
they  understood,  had  been  remunerated  by  a  pension  of  five 
hvadied  a  year. 

On  the  17th  of  the  month  there  was  a  viotent  gate  of  wind 
at  soadi-west;  and  at  Parramatta,  during  the  gale,  a  puMfe 
granary,  in  which  were  upwards  of  two  thousand  four  hundred 
bushels  of  shelled  maize,  caught  fire,  through  the  carelessness 
of  some  servants  who  were  boiling  food  for  stock  close  to  the 
bnSding;  and  all  die  com,  together  with  a  number  of  fine 
Iiogs,  the  property  of  an  individual,  were  destroyed. 

Some  severe  crmtests  among  the  natives  took  place  during 
the  month  of  August  in  and  about  the  town  of  Sydney.  In 
fact,  the  hihabitants  still  knew  very  little  of  the  manners  and 
customs  irf  these  people,  notwithstanding  the  advantage  which 
they  possessed  in  the  constant  residence  of  many  of  them,  and 
the  desire  that  they  shewed  of  cultivating  their  friendship. 
At  the  Hawkesbufy  they  were  not  so  friendly ;  a  settler  there 
and  his  servant  were  nearly  murdered  in  their  hut  by  some 
natives  from  the  woods,  who  stole  upon  them  with  such 
secrecy,  as  to  wound  and  overpower  them  before  they  could 
procure  assistance.  A  few  days  after  this  circumstance,  a 
body  of  natives  attacked  the  settlers,  and  canted  off  their 
clothes,  provisions,  and  whatever  else  Aey  could  lay  theirs 
liands  on.  The  su^ferem  collected  what  arms  they  could,  and, 
following  diem,  seven  or  eight  of  the  plunderers  were  killed 
upon  the  spot.  This  mode  of  treating  them  had  become  ab^ 
sotntely  necessary,  from  the  frequency  and  evil  effects  of  their 
2B2 
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visits ;  but  whatever  the  settlers  at  the  river  suflfered  was  en* 
tirely  brought  on  them  by  their  own  misconduct :  there  was 
not  a  doubt  but  that  many  natives  had  been  wantonly  fired 
upon;  and  when  their  children,  after  the  flight  of  the  parents, 
have  fallen  into  the  settlers'  hands,  they  have  been  detained 
at  their  huts,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  intreaties  of  their 
parents  to  have  them  restored. 

On  the  26th,  the  Dsdalus  sailing  with  stores  and  provisions 
for  Norfolk  Island,  two  female  natives,  wishing  to  withdraw 
from  the  cruelty  which  they,  with  others  of  their  sex,  expe- 
rienced from  their  countrymen,  were  allowed  40  embaik  ia 
her,  and  were  consigned  to  the  care  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  One  of  them  was  sister  to  Bennillong ;  the  other 
was  connected  with  the  young  man  his  companion.  Perhaps 
they  wished  to  wait  in  peace  and  retirement  the  arrival  of 
those  who  were  bound  to  protect  them. 

On  the  17th  the  Mercury,  an  American  brig,  anchored  ia 
the  cove  from  Falkland's  Island.  The  master  had  nothing  oa 
board  for  sale,  but  brought  the  welcome  tidings  of  bis  having* 
seen  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  ship  Descuvicrta  at  that  place. 
Being  in  want  of  biscuit,  he  made  application  to  the  com- 
modore Malaspina  for  a  supply,  profiering  to  settle  the  pay- 
/nent  in  any  manner  that  he  should  choose  to  adopt ;  but  the 
commodore,  after  sending  him  a  greater  quantity  thim  he  bad 
required,  assured  him  that  he  was  sufficiently  satisfied  in  hav- 
ing assisted  a  ship,  whose  people,  whether  English  or  Ame- 
rican, spoke  the  language  of  those  gentlemen  bom  whosa 
jiimself  and  the  officers' of  the  ships  under  his  command  had 
received,  while  in  New  South  Wales,  such  attention  and 
hospitality.  Mr.  Barnet  understood  that  the  Atrevida  was  ia 
the  neighbourhood,  and  that  no  loss  or  accident  had  happened 
in  either  ^ip  since  they  left  Port  Jackson* 

Some  accounts  were  received  from  the  Hawkesbury,  whida 
ccnroborated  the  opinion  that  the  settlers  there  merited  the 
attacks  which  were  from  time  to  time  made  upon  them  by  the 
pativcs^  it  being  now  said,  that  some  of  them  had  seked  a 
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native  boy,  and,  after  tying  him  hand  and  foot,  had  dragged 
him  several  times  through  a  fire,  until  his  back  was  dreadfully 
burnt,  and  in  that  state  had  thrown  him  into  the  river,  where 
.  they  shot  at  and  killed  him.  Such  a  report  could  not  be 
beard  without  being  followed  by  the  closest  examination; 
when  it  appeared,  that  a  boy  had  actually  been  shot  when  in 
the  water,  from  a  conviction,  as  they  said,  of  his  having  been 
detached  as  a  spy  upon  them  from  a  large  body  of  natives ; 
and  that  he  was  returning  to  them  with  an  account  of  their 
weakness;  there  being  only  one  musket  to  be  found  among 
several  forms.  No  person  appearing  to  contradict  this  ac- 
count, it  was  admitted  as  a  truth  3  though  many  still  consider* 
ed  it  as  a  tale  invented  to  cover  the  true  circumstance,  that  a 
boy  had  been  cruelly  and  wantonly  murdered  by  them. 

The  arrival  of  the  Surprise  transport  took  place  on  the  25th. 
She  had  on  board  sixty  female  and  twenty-three  male  convict^ 
some  stores  and  provisions,  with  three  settlers  for  the  colony. 
Among  the  prisoners  were,  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving, 
and  Margarot,  four  gentlemen  lately  convicted  in  Scotland  of 
jtbe  crime  of  sedition  (considered  as  a  public  offence),  and 
tnmsported  for  the  same.  A  guard,  consisting  of  an  ensign 
and  twenty-one  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  was 
on  board  the  transpcnrt :  six  of  these  people  were  deserters  from 
•other  regiments,  and  brought  from  the  Savoy ;  one  of  them» 
it  was  understood,  had  been  tried  for  mutiny,  of  zn  agpavated 
kind,  at  Quebec. 

This  mode  of  recruiting  the  regiment  must  have  proved  as 
disgusting  to  the  officers  as  it  was  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  settlement.  If  the  corps  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  civil  establishment,  and  of  bringing  a  counter* 
poise  to  the  vice  and  crimes  which  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected to  exist  among  the  convicts,  it  ought  to  have  been 
<:arefully  formed  from  the  best  characters;  instead  of  which 
Ihey  now  found  a  mutineer  (a  wretch  who  could  delibente 
with  others,  and  consent  himself  to  be  the  chosen  instrument 
of  the  destruction  of  his  sovereign's  son,)  sent  among  them^ 
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io  ranttin  far  life,  peiliaps,  as  a  check  iipoii  sedttitMi)  i 
added  to  the  catalogiie  of  their  other  imported  Tic^t. 

After  an  ahsence  of  eight  weeks,  the  Dndahis  retained 
irom  Norfolk  Maud ;  and  on  board  her,  ten  of  the  mariDe 
settlers,  who  had  given  up  their  grounds  in  consequence  of 
the  disappwitmeot  whidi  thej  experienced  widi  respect  to 
die  com  bills,  and  had  entered  into  the  New  Soutk  Wales 
corps.    By  her  it  was  underatood,  that  Philip  Island  had  been 
found  to  answer  extremely  well  for  tiie  puipose  of  breedOog 
stock:  some  hogs,  which  were  alkywed  to  be  placed  there  in 
August  I79d,  the  property  of  an  individual,  had  increased  ao 
prodigiously,  as  to  render  the  raising  of  hoga  there  on  account 
of  Government  an  object  with  the  lieutenant  Govemor. 
The  Dflsdalus  immediately  began  prepamtkm^  for  her  de- 
parture for  England ;  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Groae  signi- 
fied hb  intentkm  <rf  quittbg  the  settlement  by  diat  Ofqpor- 
tunity.    This  officer  having  set  apart  for  each  oif  the  gestle- 
men  who  came  from  Scotland  in  the  Surprise  a  bricked  hn^ 
in  a  ToMr  on  the  east  side  of  the  coves,  they  took  poaesskxi  of 
tfieir  new  habitations;  and  soon  declared,  diat  they  fttand 
sufficient  reason  for  thinking  their  situatkMis  ^  on  the  bleak 
and  dcsdate  shores  of  New  HoUand/'  not  quite  sotenrtble  m 
m  Eni^nd  they  had  been  taught  to  expect. 

Every  preparatkxi  for  accommodatiDg  the  Lieutenant* 
Govemor  and  his  faasily  being  completed  on  board  the 
Dffidalus,  he  embarked  in  the  evening  of  the  15th.  With  him 
went  the  principal  suigeon  ei  the  colony ;  also  Mr.  fiain,  the 
chaplain  of  the  New  South  Wales  eorps,  and  a  soigeoo's  msie. 

In  die  morning  of  the  24th  of  December  the  signal  was 
made  at  she  south-head  for  a  vessel,  which  came  id  aiiout 
three  o'chick,  and  proved  to  be  the  Experiment,  a  Mti0w^  fium 
Bengal^  laden  with  spirits,  sugar,  piece-goods,  and  a  few 
casks  of  proviskms ;  the  speculation  being  si^gested  by  the 
agent  forthe  Sugar  Catie  and  Boddington.  The  Experiment 
had  had  a  passage  of  three  moBihs  fitmi  Calitutttu 
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The  dim^op  ^  fbe  eolonyt  duriaf  Ihe  aliienoe  of  the 
Gov«ni(xr  nod  Ucutenanf-CkHrQAor,  defdving  upon  tht 
officer  hi^i^t  ia  raak  then  an  senice  m  the  eokay,  Captain 
William  Putersap,  ctf  th«  New  South  Wakt  corps,  on  ChrisU 
mas-day  toek  ihe  oatha  prescribed  hy  his  Majest/s  letteit 
patent.  This  offieer^  expecting  ererj  daj  the  anival  of 
Governor  Hunter,  made  no  alteration  in  the  nokode  of  earrjnng 
on  the  diflterent  duties  of  the  settfement  now  entrusted  to  his 
care  and  guidance. 

Tbekfishj  death  in  ^  year  1794  wm^  two  settlers ;  few 
soldiers }  one  soldier's  wife;  thirty-two  male  eoniriots;  tea 
female  convicts^  and  teo  ebildien;  making  a  total  of  Sfty* 
nine  peiscMis. 


CHAP.  XVHI. 


Captsdn  Pateraon  refonns  Abuses — ^Natires-oState  of  tAiida  near  tbe 
HawkesbuTj — Wilson  a  convict  herds  with  the  Natives— The  Bri- 
tannia  arrives  from  the  Cape — The  Fancy  returns  from  Nev^  Zealand 
—Contests  with  die  Natires— The  Endeavour  arrives— Ration  alter* 
ed-^The'  jhravidenee  arn? es  &om  England — Conviets  picked  up  at 
Port  Stephens— riottiisluDg  Stale  of  Karfelk  Ishnd^-Gviamot 
Hunter  anivea. 

T«B  present  comiaandii^  ofteer^  wisluag  to  onl^Yate  tiie 
ground  beloBgiag  to  GofvemmexA,  collected  as  moiuj  hboDf- 
ers  as  could  be  got  together,  and  sent  a  gang^  fermed  off 
bricklayers^  brick-makers,  timber-cafriage  men,  &e«  &c.  to 
Parramatta  and  TooDgi^bbe,  there  to  prepare  the  gsouad  for 
wheat  for  the  eosuiog  season.  At  the  muster  which  had  been 
lately  taken,  fiftypeople  were  found  without  any  employment 
whose  servicer  still  belonged  to  the  public;  most  of  these 
were  laid  hold  of,  and  sent  to  liard  labour;  and  it  appear  al; 
the  same  time  that  some  were  at  large  ia  the  wood%  nm^ 
aways  and  vaga^Kuids. 
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On  the  day  foIlowiDg,  the  colonial  schooner  sailed  for  tlie 
river,  having  on  board  a  mill,  proviaons,  &c.  for  the  settler^ 
there.  A  military  guard  was  also  ordered,  the  commanding 
officer  of  which  was  to  introduce  some  regulations  among  the 
settlers,  and  to  prevent,  by  the  effect  of  his  presence  and  au-* 
thority,  the  commission  of  these  enormities  which  disgraced 
that  settlement 

In  the  course  of  the  month,  as  a  convict  entered  the  door 
of  his  hut,  he  was  bit  in  the  foot  by  a  black  snake ;  the  eflect 
was,  an  immediate  swelling  of  the  foot,  leg,  and  thigh,  and  a 
large  tumour  in  the  groin.  The  Surgeon  was  fortunately  able' 
to  reduce  all  those  swellings  by  frequently  bathing  the  parts 
with  oil,  and  saved  the  man's  life  without  having  /ecoucse  to^ 
amputation.  While  the  inhabitants  had  lived  in  a  wood,  and 
might  naturally  have  expected  to  have  been  troubled  with 
them,  snakes  and  other  reptiles  were  by  no  means  so  often 
seen,  as  since,  by  clearing  and  opening  the  countiy  about 
them,  the  natives  had  not  had  opportunities  of  setting  the 
woods  so  frequent  on  fire.  But  now  they  were  often  met  in 
the  different  paths  about  the  settlements,  basking  at  mid-day 
in  the  sunshine,  and  particularly  after  a  shower  of  rain. 

Much  was  heard  and  seen  of  the  natives  in  the  month  of 
January.  At  the  Hawkesbury  a  man  had  been  wounded  by 
some  of  the  wood  tribe.  Two  female  natives  were  murdered 
not  far  from  the  town  of  Sydney  during  the  night ;  and  another 
victim,  also  a  female,  of  Pe-mul-wy*s  party,  having  been 
secured  by  the  males  of  a  tribe  inimical  to  him,  was  dragged 
into  the  woods,  where  they  exercised  every  act  of  cmelty  and 
brutal  lust  upon  her,  which  their  spirit  of  revenge  suggested. 

The  principal  labour  performed  in  January  was,  preparing 
the  ground  for  wheat.  The  Indian  com  looked  very  well ; 
and  the  settlers  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury  supposed 
that  at  least  thirty  thousand  bushels  of  that  grain  would  be 
raised  among  them.  Several  native  boys,  from  eight  to  four- 
teen years  of  age,  were  at  this  time  living  among  the  settlers 
in  the  different  districts,  and  were  found  capable  of  being 
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Made  extrenidy  vaeful;  goimg  clieerfolly  into  the  fields  to 
labour ;  and  die  eUer  ooes  with  ease  faced  is  a  few  hours  a 
gseatcr  qHaiitiQr  «f  gpouod  thatt  that  generally  assigned  to  a 
convict  for  a  day's  wock.  Sone  of  these  were  allowed  a  ration 
of  pforisioos  from  tbe  public  stoces. 

In  oonsequcoce  of  the  heavy  rains,  the  river  at  the  Hawkea* 
bury  rose  many  feet  higher  than  it  bad  ever  been  known  to 
do ;  by  which  several  settlers  suflered  vary  much.  At  Tooa* 
li^be  the;  wheat  belonging  to  Government  was  eonsiderably 
injured.  At  Farfamatta  the  damage  was  extensive:  the 
bridge  over  the  creek,  which  had  been  well  constructed,  was 
entirely  swept  away,  and  the  boats  with  their  moorings  carried 
down  the  riven 

Some  officere  who  had  msde  an  excursion  to  the  Hawkes^ 
bury  early  in  FebmarVy  with  a  view  of  selecting  eligible  spots 
for  fanms,  on  their  return  spoke  highly  of  the  com  which  they 
saw  growing  there,  and  of  the  pictaresque  appearance  of  many 
of  the  settlers*  farms.  Those  pe(q>le  told  them,  that  in  gene* 
ral  their  grounds  which  had  bees  in  wheat  had  produced  from 
thirty  to  thirty^-six  busbds  an  aere;  that  they  found  one 
Inishel  (or  on  some  spots  live  pecks)  of  seed  sufficient  to  sow 
aa  acre ;  and  that,  if  sown  as  eariy  as  the  month  of  April  or 
May,  they  ilnagined  the  ground  would  produce  a  second  crop, 
and  the  season  be  not  too  tax  advanced  to  ripen  it.  Their 
kitchen  gardens  were  plentifully  stocked  with  vegetables. 

The  master  of  the  Francis  schooner  complained  that  the 
navigatk)n  of  the  river  was  likely  to  be  hurt.  The  settlers 
having  felled  many  trees  into  the  water,  he  was  apprehensive 
that  they  woukl  drift  ashore  on  some  of  the  points  of  the 
river,  when,  in:  process  of  time,  sand,  &c.  might  lodge  against 
them,  and  form  dangerous  obstructions  in  the  way  of  craft 
which  might  be  hereafter  used  on  the  river.  No  doubt  re- 
mained of  the  ill  and  impolitic  conduct  of  some  of  the  settlers 
toward  the  natives  j  as,  in  revenge  for  some  cruelties  which 
-die  savages  had  experienced,  they  threatened  to  put  to  death 
three  of  them  by  nasae,  and  had,  through  mistake,  actually 
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attacked  and  badly  wounded  others.  These  particulars  were 
obtained  through  the  means  of  one  Wilson,  a  wild  young  man^ 
who,  (his  term  of  transportatidn  being  expired,)  preferred  living 
among  the  natives  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  to  earning  the 
wages  of  honest  industry  by  working  for  settlers.  He  had 
formed  something  of  an  intermediate  language  between  his 
own  and  theirs,  with  which  he  made  a  shift  to  comprehend 
most  of  what  tliey  wished  to  communicate  ;  for  they  did  not 
conceal  the  sense  they  entertained  of  the  injuries  which  had 
been  done  them.  As  the  gratifying  of  an  idle  wandering  dis- 
position was  the  sole  object  with  Wilson  in  herding  with  these 
people,  no  good  consequence  was  likely  tj^ ensue  irom  it;,  and 
it  was  by  no  means  improbable,  that  at  some  future  time,  if 
disgusted^  with  the  white  people,  he  might  join  the  blacks, 
and  assist  them  in  committing  depredations,,  or'  make  use  •f 
their  assistance  ro  punish  or  revenge  his  own  injuries*  Mr. 
Grimes,  therefore,  proposed  taking  him  with  him  in  the 
schooner  to  Port  Stephens. 

There  were  at  this  time  several  convicts  in  the  woods  sub- 
sisting by  theft ;  and  it  having  been  repented,  that  three  of 
them  had  been  met  armed,  it  becune  necessary  to  secure  them 
as  soon  as  possible.  People  were  sent  oat  immediately ;  and 
one  of  the  wretched  runaways  was  soon  met  with  in  the  act 
of  robbing  a  garden,  and,  refusing  to  surrender,  was  shot. 
The  knowledge  of  his  fate  drove  the  others  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  the  settlement. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  month  the  natives  adjusted  some 
aHairs  of  honour  in  a  convenient  spot  near  the  brick-fields. 
Those  who  lived  about  the  south  shore  of  Botany  Bay  brought 
with  them  a  stranger  of  'an  extraordinary  appearance  and 
character;  even  his  name  had  something  unoonAnon  in  the 
sound,  Gome-boak.  He  had  been  several  days  on  his  jonmey 
from  the  place  where  he  lived,  which  was  far  southws^.  In 
height  he  was  not  more  than  five  feet  two- or  thtee  inches; 
but  by  iar  the  most  muscular,  square,  and  well-formed 
native  that  had  been  seto  in  that  country.    He  fought  veil ; 
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Ins  spears  were  remarkably- long,  and  he  defended  hifluelf  with 
a  shield  that  covered  his  whole  body.  The  inhabitants  of 
Sydney  had  the  satisfactbn  of  seeing  hitn  engage  with  some 
of  their  friends,  and  of  obserring  that  neither  theirpersons  aor 
reputations  sufiered  a&y  thing  in  die  contest.  When  the 
fight  was  over,  on  some  of  the  gentlemen  praising  to  them 
the  martial  talend  of  this  stranger,  the  strength  and  rousde 
of  hk  arm,  and  the  excellence  of  hb  sight,  ihey  admitted  the 
praise  to  be  just;  but  hinted,  that,  with  all  these  excellencies, 
when  opposed  to  them,  he  had  not  gained  the  slightest  ad- 
vantage;  yet,  unwilling  to  have  him  too  highly  thought  of, 
they  with  horror  in  their  countenances,  assured  those  with 
whom  they  talked,  that  Gome-boak  was  a  cannibal. 

On  the  Ist  of  March  the  Fi>anois  xeturned  from  Foot 
Stephens;  when  the  master  reported,  that  he  went  into  fresh 
water  branches,  up  which  he  rowed,  until,  at  no  very  great 
distance  from  the  entrance,  he  found  them  terminate  in  a 
swamp.  He  described  the  land  on  each  side  to  be  low  and 
sandy,  and  had  seen  nothing  while  in  that  harbour  which.in 
kbopinion  could  render  a  second  visit  necessary.  The  na* 
tives  were  so  very  unfriendly,  that  he  made  few  observations 
on  them,  other  than  that  they  were  somewhat  taller  and  a 
stouter  race  of  people  than  those  about  Sydney :  their  language 
was  entirely  different.  Their  huts  and  canoes  were  something 
larger,  and  their  weapons  were  the  same.  They  welcomed 
him  on  shore  with  a  dance,  joined  hand  in  hand  round  a  tree, 
to  express,  perhaps,  their  unanimity;  but  one  of  them  after- 
waids,  drawing  Mr.  Grimes  into  the  wood,  poised  a  spear,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  throwing  it,  when  he  was  prevented  by 
young  Wilson;  who,  haWng  followed  Mr.  Grimes  with  a 
double-barrelled  gun,  levelled  at  the  native,  and  fired  it.  He 
was  supposed  to  be  wounded,  for  he  fell ;  but,  rising  again, 
he  made  a  second  attempt  to  throw  the  spear,  and  was  again 
prevented  by  Wilson.:  the  efiect  of  this  second  shot  was  sup« 
posed  to  be  conclusive,  as  he  was  not  seen  to  rise  any  more. 
Mr.  Grimes  got  back  to  his  boat  without  further  interruption* 
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The  spirit  of  inquiry  being  on  feoC^  an  ofli«er  of  Aeeonpi 
mftde  an  excnnbii  to  the  southward  of  Bolanjr  Bay,  and 
brought  back  with  him  some  of  the  head  bones  of  a  marine 
animal,  wUeb,  on  iospeetkm.  Captain  PMeiaon,  the  only 
natnrriSst  in  the  eomttryy  pvonounced  to  have  faelooged  to  tfant 
described  by  M.  de  Bufi»n,  and  named  by  him  the  Manatee^ 

On  the  4th  of  March  the  Britanmareturned  fkom  the  Cape 
at  Good  Hope»  having  been  gone  six  mondn.  Mr.  Raren 
brought  alive  to  his  employers,  one  rtafiion,  twenty«iiine 
mares,  three  fillies,  and  twelve  sheep. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  some  of  the  Engliah  witnessed 
an  extraordinary  tnmsaetkni  which  took  place  among  the 
natives  at  the  brick-ields.  A  yoong  man  of  the  name  of 
Bing-yi-wan-ne,  well  known  in  the  setdemest,  being  detected 
in  an  amour  with  Maw-ber-ry,  the  companion  of  another 
native  Ye-ra-di-be  Go*ni^y,  the  latter  fell  upon  hkm 
with  a  club,  and,  being  a  powerful  man^  and  of  superkNr 
^rength,  absolutely  beat  him  to  death.  Bing-yi'-wan-.ne  had 
sM>me  friends,  who  on  the  {Moming  day  cadled  Ye^ranii^be  ta 
an  account  for  the  murder ;  when,  the  aiEur  beiiig  eondneted 
with  more  regard  to  honour  than  justice,  be  csfflie  off  with 
only  a  spear-wound  in  his  thigh* 

The  Toongabbe  hills  being  reported  to  be  worn  out,  it  was 
determined  to  let  them  remain  fallow  for  that  season ;  and  n 
sfiot  called  the  Ninety  Acres,  and  the  hills  between  Pairanaattn 
and  TocMigabbe,  which  had  before  been  prepared,  were  now 
sown.  It  being  April,  the  fiirmers  were  every  where  putting 
dieir  wheat  into  the  ground,  except  at  the  river,  where  diey 
had  scarcely  made  any  preparations,  consuming  dienr  time  and 
substance  in  drinking  and  rioting;  and  trusting  to  the  ex« 
treme  fertility  of  the  soil,  which  they  deekred  would  prodnce 
an  ample  crop  at  any  time  without  smch  laboar.  So  s^If 
and  thoughtless  were  these  people,  who  were  thus  unworthify 
placed  on  the  banks  of  a  river  which,  from  its  fertility,  and 
the  elFects  of  its  inundatkms,  might  not  improperly  be  tem^ 
the  Nile  of  New  South  Wales. 
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FjBom  die  seduced  stale  of  the  salted  provisioiu^  it  becanve 
necessaiy  (such  had  beea  but  too  often  the  preamUe  to  an 
order)  to  dtmuush  the  ration  oi  that  article;  and  half  the  beef 
and  half  the  pork  was  stopped  at  once.  In  some  measure  to 
render  diis  great  reduction  lighter,  tluee  fnnts  of  pease  were 
added.  This  circumstance  induced  die  commanding  oificer» 
on  the  day  when  the  allcfatioo  took  place,  to  hire  the  Bri^ 
tannia  to  proceed  to  India  for  a  cargo  of  sifted  provisions. 
Supplies  flsi^t  arri^  befare  she  could  letum;  but  the  wsiria 
wUch  England  was  engiaged  increased  the  chances  against 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  to  stwe  the  sah  meat  as  much  as 
poastble,  aoch  fresh  pork  as  was  brought  in  good  condition  to 
the  store  was  purchased  and  serred  in  the  pioportk>n  of  two 
poondsof  fieshinlieuof  one  of  salt 

On  ii»  21st  of  April  the  Cokmial  sdiooner  returned  from 
^e  HawkesbuTy ,  bringing  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  bushels 
of  remaikably  fine  Indian  com  from  the  store  there.  The 
master  ttgain  reported  his  apprehenaioas  that  iht  navigation 
of  the  river  would  be  obatructed  by  the  settlers,  who  continued 
.tliepvaetiaeof  felling  the  trees  and  rolling  them  into  the  stream. 
He  found  five  feet  less  water  at  the  store-wharf  than  when  he 
iiad  been  there  in  Febraary,  owing  to  the  dry  weather  which 
for  some  time  past  had  prevailed. 

At  that  settlement  an  open  war  seemed  about  that  time  to 
have  commenced  between  the  natives  and  the  setdars ;  and 
woid  was  received  over-land,  that  two  of  the  latter  had  been 
killed  by  a  party  of  the  former.  The  natives  appeared  in  large 
bodies^  men,  women,  and  children,  provided  with  blankets 
and  nets  to  carry  off  the  com,  (of  which  they  appeared  as  fond 
as  those  natives  who  lived  at  Sydney,)  and  seemed  determined 
to  take  it  whenever  and  wherever  they  could  meet  with  oppor«- 
tumdcs.  In  thdr  attacks  they  conducted  themselves  with 
much  art;  bat  where  that  failed,  they  had  recourse  to  violence  | 
and  on  the  least  appearance  of  resistance  made  use  of  their 
MptBis  -or  ehibs.  To  check  at  once,  if  possible,  these  danger* 
ous  depredators.  Captain  Raterson  directed  a  party  of  the 
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corps  to  be  «ent  from  Pftrramatta^  with  instracBons  todertroy 
as  many  as  they  could  meet  with  of  the  wood  tribe  (Be-dia- 
ga\) ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  striking  terror,  to  erect  gibbete  in 
different  places,  whereon  the  bodies  of  all  diey  might  kill  were 
to  be  hung.  It  was  reported  that  several  of  these  people  were 
killed  in  consequence  of  this  order;  but  none  of  their  bodies 
were  found  (perhaps  if  any  were  killed  they  were  carried  off 
by  their  companions) :  some  prisoners,  however,  were  taken 
and  sent  to  Sydney;  one  man  (apparently  a  cripple),  five 
women,  and  some  children.  One  of  the  women,  with  a  child 
at  her  breast,  had  been  shot  through  the  shoulder,  and  the 
same'  shot  had  wounded  the  babe :  every  care  was  taken  of 
them  that  humanity  suggested.  The  cripple  in  a  short  time 
found  means  to  escape,  and  by  swimming  reached  die  north 
shore  in  safety,  whence  no  doubt  he  got  back  to  his  friends. 
Captain  Pftterson  hoped  that  by  detaining  the  prisoners,  and 
treating  them  well,  some  good  efiect  might  result ;  but  find- 
ing, after  some  time,  that  coercion,  not  attention,  was  more 
likely  to  answer  his  ends,  he  sent  the  woman  back.  While 
she  had  been  at  the  settlement  the  wounded  child  died;  and 
one  i>f  the  women  was  delivered  of  a  boy,  which  died  imme- 
diately. On  the  soldiers  withdmwing,  the  natives  attacked  a 
farm  nearly  opposite  Richmond  Hill,  and  put  a  settler  and  his 
son  to  death :  the  wife,  after  receiving  several  wounds,  crawled 
down  the  bank,  and  concealed  herself  among  some  reeds  half 
immersed  in  the  river,  where  she  remained  a  considerable 
time  without  assistance;  being  at  length  found,  this  poor 
creature,  after  having  seen  her  husband  and  her  child  slaugh- 
tered before  her  eyes,  was  taken  into  the  hospital  at  Pairamatta, 
'  where  she  recovered,  though  slowly,  of  her  wounds.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  horrid  circumstance,  another  party  of  the 
corps  was  sent  out ;  and  while  they  were  there  the  natives 
kept  at  a  distance.  This  duty  now  became  permanent;  and 
the  soldiers  were  distributed  among  the  settlers  for  their  pro- 
tection :  a  protection,  however,  that  many  of  them  did  not 
merit. 
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Pe-mul-wy,  or  some  of  his  party,  were  not  idle  aboat 
Sydney ;  they  even  ventured  to  appear  within  half  a  mile  of 
tlie  Brickfield  huts,  and  wounded  a  convict  who  was  going  to 
&  neighbouring  farm.  As  one  of  the  most  frequeuted  walks 
from  the  town  lay  in  that  direction,  this  circumstance  was  at 
first  very  unpleasant ;  but  the  natives  were  not  seen  there 
any  more. 

On  the  11th,  the  pleasant  intelligence  of  Mr.  Bampton*s 
arrival  from  Bombay  was  dispersed  through  the  settlement. 
He  commanded  the  Endeavour,  a  ship  of  eight  hundred  tons, 
and  had  on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  head  of  cattle^ 
a  quantity  of  rice,  aqd  the  other  articles  of  the  contract  en^ 
gaged  in  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  except  the  salt  pro- 
visions. She  had  been  eleven  weeks  from  Bombay.  The 
cattle  were,  in  general,  in  very  good  condition ;  of  the  num- 
ber arrived,  forty  were  for  draught,  sixty  for  breeding,  and  the 
remainder  calves;  but  some  of  these  so  large,  as  to  be  valued 
an4  taken  at  fifteen  guineas  per  head. 

The  cattle  however  seemed  to  suffer  by  their  change 
of  climate ;  one  cow  and  sever^  calves  died,  perhaps  as  much 
from  mismanagement  as  by  the  weather ;  for,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  it  was  impossible  to  select  from'  among  the  pri- 
soners, or  those  who  had  been  such,  any  who  would  feel  an 
honest  interest  in  executing  the  service  in  which  they  were 
employed.  They  would  pilfer  half  the  grain  entrusted  to 
their  care  for  the  cattle ;  they  would  lead  them  into  the  woods 
tor  pasturage,  and  there  leave  them  until  obliged  to  conduct 
them  in;  they  would  ncuther  clean  them  nor  themselves. 
Indolent,  and  by  long  habit  worthless,  no  dependence  could 
be  placed  on  them.  In  every  instance  they  endeavoured  to 
circumvent;  and  whenever  their  exertions  were  called  for, 
they  first  looked  about  them  to  discover  how  those  exertions 
might  be  turned  to  their  own  advantage.  Could  it  then  be 
wondered  at,  if  little  had  been  done  since  the  establishment 
of  the  colony  ?  and  must  it  not  rather  excite  admiration  to  see 
^w  much  had  been  performed  ?    Whatever  was  to  be  seen 
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was  the  effect  of  the  most  unremitting^  and  peifaaps  Aegniln^ 
Tigilsnce  on  the  part  of  those  in  whom  the  executive  power 
had  been  from  time  to  time  vested ;  and  of  the  interest  Amt 
many  individuals  had  felt,  in  .raising  that  country  from  ks^ 
ori^nal  insignificance  to  some  degree  of  consequence. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  salted  provisions  being  all  expend- 
ed, except  a  few  casks,  these  were  reserved  for  the  non-com- 
missioned ofiicers  and  privates  of  the  corps.  On  Saturday  the 
1  Ith  of  the  month  the  convicts  received  the  following  ration  ; 
Indian  com  12  poonds  (imgroond) ;  Rice  5  ditto;  DfaoU  3 
pints  4  Sugar  1  pound  and  a  half;  being  the  fiist  time  since 
the  establishment  of  die  colony,  that  they  had  gene  bom  the 
store  witlunit  leceiving  either  sahed  or  fresh  meat 

This  being  (he  state  of  the  stores,  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
supplies  were  most  ardently  de^red.  It  was  truly  unfortunate 
that  Mr.  Bampton  had  not  been  able  to  procure  any  aalted 
provisions  at  Bombay,  but  in  lieu  thereof  had  supplied  rice, 
which  could  well  have  been  spared,  as  they  now  began  to 
grow  grain  suiBcient  for  their  consumption  from  crop  to  crop^ 
and  grain  whieh  was  at  all  times  preferred  to  tiie  imports 
from  India.  DhoH  and  rice  were  never  well  received  by  the 
prisoners  as  an  equivalent  for  flour,  particularly  when  pease 
formed  a  part  of  die  ration;  and  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that 
a  necessity  ever  existed,  of  forcing  upon  them  such  trash  as 
they  had  from  time  to  time  been  obliged  to  digest. 

The  effects  of  this  ration  soon  appeared ;  several  attacks 
were  made  on  individuals,  one  wretch  stole  a  very  fine  grey- 
bound,  and^  instead  of  secretly  employing  liim  in  procuring 
occasionally  a  fresh  meal,  he  actually  killed  the  poor  animal 
and  sold  it  to  different  pec^le  in  the  town  for  kangooroo  at 
nine-pence  per  pound;  probably  applaudifig  himself  for  a 
trick  that  he  thought  would  go  down  with  the  hungry;  but 
being  detected  in  his  villainous  traffic,  he  was  severely 
punished. 

FVom  the  scantiness  of  salted  provisions,  the  article  of  sah 
was  become  as  scarce,    One  ef  the  settlers  lately  anived 
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caused  it  to  be  reported,  that  among  other  useful  knowledge, 
ke  possessed  that  of  making  salt  from  sea-water,  and  offered 
his  services  tor  that  purpose.  His  offers  were  accepted,  and 
an  eligible  spot  being  chosen  he  began  his  operations,  for 
which  he  had  seven  men  allowed  him ;  whose  labour,  how- 
ever, only  produced  three  or  four  bushels  of  salt  in  more  than 
as  many  weeks. 

Wilson,  or  as  the  natives  termed  him,  Bun-bo-e,  immedi* 
ately  after  his  return  from  Port  Stephens  with  the  deputy- 
surveyor,  went  off  to  the  natives  at  the  river.  Another  vaga- 
bond, who  like  himself  had  been  a  convict,  thinking  that  there 
must  be  some  sweets  in  the  life  which  Wilson  preferred,  de- 
termined to  share  them  with  him,  and  went  off  to  the  woods^ 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  they  both  returned  to  Sydney^ 
accompanied  by  some  of  their  savage  companions.  On  the 
day  following  it  appeared  that  their  visit  was  for  the  purpose 
of  forcing  a  wife  from  among  their  countrywomen ;  for  in  the 
midst  of  a  considerable  uproar,  which  was  heard  near  the 
bridge,  Wilson,  and  Knight  his  friend,  were  discovered,  each 
dragging. a  girl  by  the  arm  (whose  age  could  not  have  exceed- 
ed nine  or  ten  years),  assisted  by  their  new  associates.  The 
two  white  men  being  secured,  and  the  children  taken  care  of, 
the  mob  dispersed ;  and  Wils<xi  and  Knight  were  taken  to 
the  cells  and  punished.  It  was  intended  to  have  kept  them 
in  future  at  hnrd  labour ;  but  they  found  means  to  escape  to 
those  companions  whom  they  prefeired. 

Toward  the  conclusion  of  August  the  natives  were,  during 
two  days,  engaged  in  very  severe  contests,  in  which  much 
blood  was  shed,  and  many  wounds  inflicted ;  but  no  one  was 
killed.  It  appeared  to  afibrd  much  diversion  ;  for  they  were 
constantly  attended  by  all  descriptions  of  people,  notwith- 
standing the  risk  they  ran  of  being  wounded  by  a  random 
spear. 

On  the  26th,  the  settlement  was  gratified  by  the  arrival  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  Providence,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Broughton,  from  England ;  from  whence 

2  D 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


il6  HISTORY  OF 

she  sailed  m  d)e  25th  of  February,  in  company  with  hk  Ma^ 
jesty's  &hips  Reliance  and  Supply,  which  she  left  at  Ko  de 
JaneiiD  some  time  in  May.    On  board  the  former  of  these 
tessels  was  Governor  Hunter,  who  might  be  daily  expected-^ 
The  Providence  met  with  very  bad  weather  on  her  passage 
from  the  Brazil  coast,  and  was  driven  past  the  harbour  of  Port 
Jackson  as  far  to  the  northward  as  Port  Stephens^  in  which  she 
anchored;   and  where,   to  the  great   surpiise  of  Captain 
Broughton,  he  found  and  received  on  board  four  white  people^, 
(if  four  miserable,  nalced,  dirty,  and  smoaked-dried  men  could 
be  called  white,)  runaways  from  Parramatta  in  the  month  of 
September  17^9  by  name  John  Tarwood,  George  Lee, 
George  Connoway,  and  J<4m  Watson :  these,  the  reader  will 
recollect,  have  before  been  mentioned  as  supposed  victims  to 
the  folly  of  their  undertaking.    Their  fifth  ctmipanion  (Joseph 
Sutton)  had  died.    They  told  a  melancholy  tale  of  their  suf* 
ferings  in  the  boat ;  and  for  many  days  after  dieir  arrival  they 
passed  their  time  in  detailing  to  the  crowds,  both  of  black  and 
white   people   which   attended,  their  adventures   in  Port 
Stephens,  the  first  harbour  that  they  made.    Having  ttved 
like  the  savages  among  whom  they  dwelt,  their  change  of 
food  sooii  disagreed  with  them,  and  they  weine  aU  taken  ill> 
appearing  to  be  principally  tJfected  with  abdominal  swellings. 
They  spoke  in  high  tenns  of  the  pacific  diapositioii  and  genUe 
manners  of  the  natives.    Each  of  these  had  had  a  name  given 
liim,  and  given  with  several  ceremonies.    Wivts  also  were 
allotted  riiem,  and  one  or  two  had  childnm.    They  were 
never  required  to  go  out  on  any  occasbn  d  hoatiiif]^  and 
were  in  general  supplied  by  the  natives  with  fish  or  other  food> 
being  considered  by  them  (for  so  their  situation  only  coaid  be 
construed)  as  unfortunate  stiangers  thrown  upon  their  shove 
from  tlie  mouth  of  the  yawning  deep,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  their  protection.    They  told  a  ridiculous  story,  that  the 
natives  appeared  to  worship  them,  often  assuring  them,  wheu 
they  began  to  understand  each  other,  that  they  were  im- 
doubtedly  the  ancestors  of  some  of  tfiem  who  Imd  follen  in 
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tjirttte}  and  had  veturaed  from  th$  sfa  to  visit  them  again; 
«od  one  native  a{^ared  firmly  to  believe  that  his  fiither  wa9 
coaae  hack  in  the  person  of  either  liee  or  Connoway,  and  tool^ 
them  to  the  spot  where  hia  body  had  been  burnt.  On  bein^ 
tdd  that  immense  numbers  of  people  existed  far  beyond  their 
little  knowledge,  they  instantly  pronounced  th€«9  to  be  the 
spirits  of  their  countrymen,  which,  after  death,  had  migrated 
into  other  regions. 

It  appeared  from  the  account  al  these  four  men,  that  the 
^guage  to  diie  northward  differed  wh<dly  from  any  that  had 
been  known  at  Port  Jackson.  Among  the  natives  who  re* 
sided  there,  there  was  none  who  understood  all  that  they  said; 
and  of  those  who  occasionally  visited  at  Sydney,  one  only 
could  converse  wtdi  them.  He  was  a  very  fine  lad  of  tht 
name  of  Wur**gun.  *  His  mother  had  been  bom  and  bred  he^ 
yond  the  mountains ;  ^but  one  luckless  day,  paying  a  visit  with 
some  of  her  tribe  to  the  banks  of  the  J)ee-rub-bun  (for  so  the 
Hawkesbury  was  named),  she  was  forcibly  {^evented  frony 
retiurmng;  and,  being  obliged  to  submit  to  the  embraces  of 
4UI  amorous  and  powerful  Be-dia-gal,  the  fruit  of  her  visit  was 
«hja  bay.  Speaking  herself  move  dialects  than  one,  she 
taught  her  son  all  that  she  knew ;  and  he,  being  of  qrnck 
{wrts,  and  a  roving  disposition,  caught  all  the  di&rent  directs 
^porn  Botany  Bay  to  Port  Stephens. 

On  th^  Sd  of  September,  after  an  absence  of  eleven  weeks, 
the  Fancy  returned  fiom  Norfolk  Island.  The  most  favour* 
able  accounts  were  seceived  by  her  from  that  settlement. 
Pienty  reigned  throughout.  Every  bam  was  full.  Four 
thousand  pounds  of  fresh  pork  having  been  cured,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor had  for^  tons  of  salt  provisions  to  spare ; 
wUch  he  o&red  for  the  use  of  Port  Jackson. 

The  7th  of  the  month  was  marked  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Governor  in  Chief  over  these  settlements.  He  came  on  board 
the  B^liance,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  Supply.  Situated 
as  the  eolony  was  in  point  of  provisions,  they  learned  with 
infinite  ooncemt  that  a  storeship,  from  bein^  top  heavily  load- 
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eif  had  been  compelled  to  return,  and  had  yet  to  run  tbe 
chance  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy's  cniizers ;  and  further^ 
that  by  the  two  ships  now  arrived  they  had  only  gained  a  few 
barrels  of  meat  salted  at  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  a  town-dock,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  large  wind-mill. 

His  Excellency  did  not  take  upon  him  the  exercise  of  his 
authority  until  the  Ilth;  on  which  day  his  Majest/s  com- 
mission was  publicly  read ;  after  which  his  Excellency,  in  a 
very  pertinent  speech,  declared  the  expectations  that  he  had 
from  every  one's  conduct ;  touching  with  much  delicacy  on 
that  of  the  persons  lately  sent  out  for  a  certain  offence  (some 
of  whom  were  present) ;  and  strongly  urging  the  necessity  of 
a  general  unanimity  in  support  of  his  Miyesty's  government. 
He  was  afterwards  sworn  in  by  the  judge-advocate.  An  ad- 
dress signed  by  the  civil  and  military  officers,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  return  among  them  as  Governor,  was  presented  to  hh 
Excellency  a  few  days  after  his  public  appearance  in  that  im* 
portant  capacity. 

That  he  might  as  speedily  as  possible  be  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  the  colony,  he  ordered  a  general  muster  to  be 
taken,  in  order  that  correct  accounts  might  be  obtained  of  the 
number  and  distribution  of  every  person  (the  military  except- 
ed) in  the  different  districts  5  and  he  proposed  in  person  to  in- 
spect the  state  of  the  several  farms. 

The  Endeavour  and  Fancy  sailed  for  India  on  the  18th. 
It  was  found,  after  their  departure,  that,  notwithstanding  so 
many  as  fift^  persons,  whose  transportatioiis  had  expired,  had 
been  permitted  to  leave  the  colony  in  the  Endeavour,  neariy 
as  many  more  had  found  means  to  secret  themselves  on  board 
her.  This  was  the  mofe  vexatious,  as  the  loss  of  even  one 
man's  labour  had  become  an  object  of  consequence  at  diis 
time. 

On  the  4th  of  October  there  came  into  harbour  the  Yoraig 
William,  that  store-ship  whose  return  to  port  when  Governor 
Hunter  left  England,  had  been  so  very  much  regretted  in  the 
colony.    She  had  had  a  short  passage  of  only  four  months 
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and  nine  days,  having  on  board  provisions  only.  Her  arrival 
enabled  the  Grovemor  to  issue  a  better,  though  not  so  ample 
a  raticHi  of  provisions  as  he  would  most  willingly  bav/e  done. 


CHAP.   XIX. 

Regulations  adopted  by  Governor  Hunter — Mt  Gerald  arrives  from 
England — Criminal  Court  held—Printing  Press  employed — ^The 
Cattle  lost  in  1788  discovered — Bennillong*s  conduct  after  his  return 
from  England — Arrivals — A  Theatre  opened — Stills  destroyed — 
Transport  arrives  from  Ireland^— Black  Cesar  shot 

Thb  report  of  the  general  muster  which  had  been  ordered, 
having  been  laid  before  the  Governor^  he  thought  proper  to 
make  some  regulations  in  the  assistance  afforded  by  Govern- 
ment to  settlers  and  others  holding  grants  of  land.  To  the 
officers  who  occupied  grounds,  was  continued  the  number  of 
men  allowed  them  by  lAeutenant-Governor  Grose ;  viz.  ten 
for  agriculture,  and  three  for  domestic  purposes.  Notwith- 
standing this  far  exoeeded  the  number  which  had  at  home 
been  thought  necessary,  the  Governor  did  not  conceive  the 
present  to  be  the. moment  for  reducing  it,  much  as  he  wanted 
men.  A  wheat  harvest  was  approaching;  ground  was  planted 
with  Indian  com;  not  a  man  was  unemployed;  but  he  saw 
and  explained  that  a  reduction  must  take  place ;  that  Govern- 
ment could  not  be  supposed  much  longer  to  feed,  maintain, 
and  clothe  the  hands  that  wrought  the  ground,  and  at  the 
same  time  pay  for  the  produce  of  their  labour,  particularly 
when  every  public  work  was  likely  to  stand  still  for  want  of 
labourers.  He  was  sensible  that  the  assistance  which  had 
been  given  had  not  been  thrown  away,  and  that  the  small 
Bumber  allowed  by  Government  could  never  he^e  produced 
auoh  rapid  approaches  toward  that  independence  which  he 
thought,  from  what  he  had  already  seen  of  the  cultivation  of 
tiie  country^  wa»  ^t  th(it  time  much  nearer  than  (at  his  leav- 
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ing  it  in  1791)  be  coold  have  oonerihred  posaiUe.  To  tfa# 
settlers  who  came  in  die  Snipiise  he  allowed  five  nak  eon^ 
victs ;  to  the  supenateadants^  constables^  and  stere>keeper% 
four;  to  settlers  from  free  people,  two ;  to  settlers,  from  pri- 
soners, one ;  and  two  seijeants  of  the  Ne>f  South  Wales 
corps,  one. 

It  appeared  likewise  by  this  muster,  that  one  hundred  and 
seventy*nine  people  subsisted  themselves  independent  of  the 
public  stores,  and  resided  in  the  town  of  Sydaey.  To  many 
of  these,  as  well  as  to  the  servants  of  settlers,  were  to  be  at- 
tributed the  offisnces  that  were  daily  heard  of;  these  people 
were  indeed  very  great  Duisanoes. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  collect  together  a  sufficient  nam- 
her  of  working  people  to  get  in  the  ensuing  harvest ;  aod  the 
muster  *and  regulation  respecting  the  .servants  fortuoaisly 
produced  some.  The  bricklayer  and  his  gang  were  employed 
in  repairing  the  column  at  the  south-head ;  to  do  wbieb,  for 
wants  of  bricks  at  the  kiln,  the  little  hut  bailt  for  Ben«4iii- 
long,  being  altogether  forsaken  by  the  natives,  the  brieks  of 
it  were  removed  to  the  south-head.  A  person  having  madt^ 
taken  to  collect  shells  and  bum  them  into  lime,  a  quantity  of 
that  article  was  sent  down ;  and  ihe  column,  being  Aniabed 
with  a  thick  coat  of  plaster,  and  whitened,  was  not  only  better 
guarded  against  the  weather,  but  became  a  tiftore  eoiMpicaa«a 
object  at  sea  than  it  had  ever  been. 

The  5th  of  November  was  doubly  eommemeratad  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Port  Jackson  as  a  day  of  tharicfulDess,  the 
Sovereign  store-ship  arriving  from  England  loaded  with  pea* 
visions.  In  this  ship  came  several  passengers  aa  setdcrs,  or 
to  fin  employments  in  the  different  settlements.  There  Vk^ 
wise  came  as  a  prisoner  Mr.  Joseph  GenM,  whose  iiMLatiBn 
afibrded  another  melancholy  proof  of  how  Iktk  profit  and 
honour  were  the  endowments  of  nature  and  eduoatioo  to  hiaa 
who  perverted  them.  In  this  gentSeman  wai  seen,  that  not 
even  elegant  manners,  evidently  caught  from  good  company^ 
great  abilities,  and  a  happy  mode  of  placing  liiem  ta  ihe  best 
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poiiit  of  Tiew,  the  gifts  of  nature  matured  by  edocation^  could 
(because  be  misaj^lied  them)  save  him  from  landing  an  exile^ 
to  call  him  bj  no  worse  a  name,  on  a  barbarous  shove^  wbeve 
the  few  who  were  civilized  must  pity,  while  they  both  admsred 
and  condemned  him.  He  arrived  in  a  very  weak  and  impair- 
ed state  of  health.  By  this  ship  they  learned  that  two  others 
with  convicts  might  be  expected  in  the  course  of  the  summer. 

On  the  7th  a  criminal  Court  was  assembled ;  when  two 
convicts  received  sentence  of  death,  and  several  were  con- 
demned to  smaller  punishments.  On  the  i6th  the  two  prison- 
ers for  execution  were  brought  out.  Smith,  after  warning 
the  spectators  to  guard  against  breaking  the  sabbath,  which 
he  said  liad  been  the  forerunner  of  his  ruin,  suffered.  White- 
house,  being  evidently  the  tool,  and  a  much  jFounger  man, 
was  pardoned  by  the  Governor.  His  Excelkncy,  itfter  the 
executiDn,  expressed  in  public  orders,  his  ^  hope  that  neither 
the  example  which  he  had  that  day  found  himself  compelled 
to  make  of  one  oifiender,  nor  die  lenity  which  he  had  shewn 
to  another,  would  be  without  dteir  efiect :  it  would  always  be 
moie  gmtefol  to  him  to  spue  than  to  punish ;  but  he  felt  it 
necessary  on  that  occasion  to  declare,  that  if  neither  the  jus* 
tice  wUch  had  been  done,  nor  the  mercy  which  had  been 
sh^wn,  tended  to  decpease  the  perpetraticm  of  offences,  it  was 
his  determination  in  future  to  put  in  execution  whatever  sen- 
tence should  be  pronounced  by  the  Court  on  the  several 
offenders." 

A  small  printing-press,  which  had  hitherto  been  useless 
from  the  want  of  a  person  who  understood  the  art  of  printing, 
was  now  found  very  serviceable :  a  decent  young  man,  of  some 
abilities  in  that  line,  having  lately  arrived  from  England; 
which  enabled  the  Governor,  by  having  his  orders  printed,  to 
make  them  more  generally  known. 

Some  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sovereign,  the  full  allow- 
ance of  salt  meat  was  issued,  and  the  hours  of  labour  regulated 
mote  to  the  advantage  of  Government  than  had  for  a  consider- 
able time  (owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  ration)  been  the  case. 
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Instead  of  completing  in  a  few  hours  the  whole  labonr  which 
was^  required  of  a  man  for  the  day,  convicts  were  now  to  work 
the  whole  day,  with  the  intermission  of  two  hours  and  a  half 
of  rest. 

By  the  retumof  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Suppty5  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  accounts  were  received  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  being  dangerously  ill  when  she  left  that  place;  and 
that  cultivation  was  nearly  at  a  stand  there.  The  grounds 
were  so  over-run  with  two  great  enemies  to  agriculture,  rats^ 
and  a  pernicious  Weed  called  cow-itch,  that  the  settlers  de* 
spaired  of  ever  being  able  to  get  rid  of  either. 

Hie  contests  which  had  lately  taken  place  very  frequently 
in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  aoMnoig 
the  natives,  had  been  attended  by  many  of  those  people  who 
inhabited  the  woods,  and  came  from  a  great  distance  inland; 
Some  of  the  prisoners  gathered  from  time  to  time  nunoars 
and  imperfect  accounts  of  the  existence  of  the  cattle  lost  in 
1788;  two  of  them,  who  were  eniployed  by  some  officers  in 
shooting,  resolved  on  ascertaining  the  truth  of  these  reports; 
and  trying  by  different  excursions- to  discover  the  place  of 
their  retreat.  On  their  return  from  the  first  outset  they  made, 
which  was  subsequent  to  the  Governor's  arrival,  they  reported 
that  they  had  seen  them.  Being,  however,  at  that  miunent 
too  much  engaged  in  perfecting  the  civil  regulations  which 
he  had  in  view  for  the  settlement,  his  Excellency  could  not 
himself  go  to  that  part  of  the  country  where  they  were  said  to 
have  been  found,  but  he  detached  a  person  on  whom  he  could 
depend.  His  report  was  so  satisfactory,  that  on  the  8th  the 
Governor  set  off  for  Parramatta,  attended  by  a  small  party ; 
when,  after  travelling  two  days  in  a  direction  S.  S.  W.  from 
the  settlement  at  Prospect  Hill,  he  crossed  the  river  named 
by  Mr.  Phillip,  the  Nepean ;  and,  to  his  great  surprise  and 
satisfaction,  fell  in  with  a  very  fine  herd  of  cattle,  upwards  of 
forty  in  number,  grazing  in  a  pleasant  and  apparently  fertile 
pasturage.  The  day  being  far  advanced  when  he  saw  tbein, 
be  rested  for  the  night  in  the  neighbourhood,  hoping  in  tl^ 
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morning  to  be  gratified  with  a  ^ght  of  the  whole  herd.  A 
doubt  had  been  started  of  their  being  cattle  produced  from 
what  had  been  brought  into  that  country  by  Govemor  Phillip 
from  the  Cape;  and  it  was  suggested  that  they  might  be  of 
longer  standing.  The  Governor  thought  this  a  circumstance 
worth  determining,  and  directed  the  attendants  who  were  with 
him  to  endeavour  to  get  near  enough  to  kill  a  calf.  This 
they  were  not  able  to  effect ;  for  while  lying  in  wait  for  the 
whole  herd  to  pass,  which  now  consisted  of  upwards  of  sixty 
young  and  old,  they  were  furiously  set  upon  by  a  bull,  which 
brought  up  the  rear,  and  which  in  their  own  defence  they 
were  obliged  to  kill.  This,  however,  answered  the  purpose 
perhaps  better  than  a  calf  might  have  done }  for  lie  had  all 
the  marks  of  the  Cape  cattle  when  full  grown,  such  as  wide- 
spreading  horns,  a  moderate  rising  or  hump  between  his 
shoulders,  and  a  short  thin  tail.  Being  at  this  time  seven  or 
eight  and  thirty  miles  from  Parramatta,  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  meat  only  could  be  sent  in ;  the  remainder  was  left  to 
the  crows  and  dogs  of  the  woods,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
Governor  and  his  party,  who  considered  that  the  prisoners^ 
particularly  the  sick  at  the  hospital,  had  not  lately  received 
any  meat  either  salt  or  fresh. 

The  country  where  they  were  found  grazing  was  remark- 
ably pleasant  to  the  eye ;  every  where  the  foot  trod  on  thick 
and  luxuriant  grass  ;  the  trees  were  thinly  scattered,  and  free 
from  underwood,  except  in  particular  spots ;  several  beautiful 
flats  presented  large  ponds,  covered  with  ducks  and  the  black 
swan,  the  margins  of  which  were  fringed  with  shrubs  of  the 
moat  delightful  tints,  and  the  ground  rose  from  these  levels 
into  hills  of  easy  ascent. 

The  question  how  these  cattle  came  hither  appeared  easy 
of  solution*  The  few  that  were  lost  in  1788,  two  bulls  and 
five  cows,  travelled  without  interruption  in  a  western  direction 
until  they  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Nepean.  Anived  there, 
and  finding  the  crossing  as  easy  as  when  the  Governor  had 
forded  it,  they  came  at  once  into  a  well-watered  country,  and 
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amply  stored  with  grass.  From  this  place  they  had  no  io^ 
ducement  to  move.  They  were  in  possession  of  a  cxnmtry 
equal  to  their  support,  and  in  which  they  remained  und&s^ 
turbed.  The  settlers  had  not  till  then  travelled  quite  so  &r 
westward ;  and  but  few  natives  were  to  be  found  thereabouts ; 
they  were  likely,  therefore,  to  remain  for  years  unmolested, 
and  securely  to  propagate  their  species. 

It  was  a  most  pleasant  circumstance,  to  have  in  the  woods 
of  New  Holland  a  thriving  herd  of  wild  cattle.  Many  pro- 
posals were  made  to  bring  them  into  the  settlement;  but  in 
the  day  of  want,  if  these  should  be  sacrificed,  in  what  better 
condition  would  the  colony  be  for  having  possessed  a  herd  of 
cattle  in  the  woods  ?  a  h^  which,  if  suffered  to  remain  un- 
disturbed for  fome  years,  would,  like  the  cattle  of  South 
America,  always  prove  a  market  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  |  and,  perhaps,  not  only  for  thdr  own  con- 
sumption, but  for  exportation.  The  Crovenior  saw  it  in  this 
light,  and  determined  to  guard,  as  much  as  was  in  his  power, 
against  any  attempts  to  destroy  them. 

On  his  return  he  found  some  very  fine  ground  at  the  back 
of  Prospect  Hill.  The  weather  during  this  excurdon  was  so 
intensely  hot,  that  on  one  of  the  days,  as  the  party  passed 
through  a  part  of  the  country  which  was  on  tire,  a  teirier  dog^ 
died  by  the  way. 

Nothing  was  heard  of  the  natives  at  the  river:  all  was 
quiet  there.  About  Sydney  their  attention  had  been  for  some 
time  engrossed  by  Ben-nil-long,  who  arrived  with  the  Go- 
vernor. On  his  first  appearance,  he  c(Miducted  himself  widi 
polished  familiarity  toward  his  sisters  and  other  relations; 
but  to  his  acquaintance  he  was  distant,  and  quite  the  man  of 
consequence.  He  declared,  in  a  tone  and  with  an  air  that 
seemed  to  expect  compliance,  that  he  should  no  longer  suffer 
them  to  fight  and  cut  each  other's  throats,  as  they  had  done  ; 
that  he  should  introduce  peace  among  them,  and  make  them 
love  each  other.  He  expressed  his  wish,  that  when  they 
visited  him  at  Government-house,  they  would  contrive  to  be 
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tomcwhat  more  ekaiily  in  their  persons,  and  less  coarse  in 
dieir  maDBers ;  and  he  seemed  absolutely  offended  at  some 
little  indelicacies  which  he  observed  in  bis  sister  Car-rang-ar- 
jcatig,  who  came  in  such  haste  from  Botany  Bay,  with  a  little 
nephew  on  her  back^  to  visit  him,  that  she  left  her  habiliments 
behind  her.  Ben*nil-long  had  certainly  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  manners  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
had  lived :  he  conducted  himself  with  great  propriety  at  table, 
particularly  in  tiie  observance  of  those  attentions  which  are 
chiefly  requisite  in  the  presence  of  women.  His  dress  ap* 
peared  to  be  an  object  of  no  small  concern  with  him ;  and 
every  one  who  knew  him  before  he  left  the  country,  and  who 
asw  him  on  his  return,  pvonounced  without  hesitation,  that 
Ben-nfl-long  bad  not  any  desire  to  renounce  the  habits  and 
oomfbrts  of  the  civilized  life  which  he  appeared  so  readily  and 
fio  successfully  to  adopt. 

His  inquiries  were  directed,  immediately  on  hb  arrival, 
After  his  wife  Go-roo^bar-roo-bool-lo;  and  her  he  found  with 
Carney.  On  producing  a  very  fashionable  rose-coloured 
petticoat  and  jadcet  made  of  a  coarse  stuff,  accompanied  with 
^  gyjPV  t»nnet  of  the  same  colour,  she  deserted  her  lover, 
and  followed  her  former  husband.  In  a  few  days,  however, 
tethe  surprise  of  every  one,  the  lady  was  seen  widking  unin- 
emnbered  with  clothing  of  any  kind,  and  Ben*niil4ong  was 
aussing.  Carney  was  sought  for;  and  it  was  then  dis- 
«ovvced  that  he  had  been  severely  beaten  by  Ekn-nil-long ; 
who  retained  so  much  of  Englbh  customs,  that  he  made  use 
of  bis  fists  instead  of  the  weapons  of  his  country,  to  the  great 
aomoyanee  of  Carney,  who  would  have  preferred  meeting  his 
sival  fairly  in  the  field  armed  with  the  spear  and  the  club. 
Carney  being  much  Ae  younger  man,  the  lady,  every  inch 
a  woman,  followed  her  inclination,  and  Ben-nil*long  was 
compriled  to  yield  her  without  any  further  opposition.  He 
secmeA  to  have  been  satisfied  with  the  beating  that  he  had 
pven  Carney,  and  hmted,  that,  resting  for  the  present  witliout 
a  wife,  he  should  look  about  him,  and  at  some  future  period 
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make  a  better  choice.  His  absence  from  the  Governor's 
house  now  became  frequent,  and  little  attended  to.  Wheu 
he  went  out  he  usually  left  his  clothes  behind^  carefully  re^ 
suming  them  on  his  return,  before  he  made  his  visit  to  the 
Governor. 

During  November,  one  man  and  a  woman,  attempting  to 
cross  a  creek  at  the  Hawkesbury  by  a  tree  which  had  beea 
thrown  over,  fell  in  and  were  drowned ;  and  one  man  had 
died  there,  of  the  bite  of  a  snake.  Three  male  convicts  died 
at  Sydney. 

The  harvest  was  begun  early  in  December ;  when  the  Cape 
wheat  (a  bearded  kmd  of  grain,  differing  much  from  the  Eng- 
Ibh)  was  found  universdly  to  have  failed,  and  was  pronounced 
not  worth  the  labour  of  sowing, 

A  quantity  of  useful  timber  having  been  for  some  time  past 
indiscriminately  cut  down  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkes- 
bury, and  the  creeks  running  from  it,  which  had  been  wasted, 
or  applied  to  purposes  for  which  timber  of  less  value  would 
have  answered  equally  well,  the  Governor,  among  other  colo* 
nial  regulations,  thought  it  necessary  to  direct,  that  no  timber 
whatever  should  be  cut  down  on  any  ground  which  was  not 
marked  out  on  either  the  banks  or  creeks  of  that  river:  and^ 
in  order  to  preserve  as  much  as  possible  such  timber;^ as 
might  be  of  use  either  for  building  or  for  naval  purposes,  he 
ordered  the  king's  mark  to  be  immediately  put  on  all  sudt 
timber;  after  which  any  persons  offending  against  the  order 
were  to  be  prosecuted.  This  order  extended  only  to  grounds 
not  granted  to  individuals,  there  being  a  clause  in  all  ^ants 
from  the  crown,  expressly  reserving,  under  pain  of  forfeiture 
for  the  use  thereof,  ^^  such  timber  as  might  be  growing  or  to 
grow  hereafter  upon  the  land  so  granted^  which  should  be 
deemed  fit  for  naval  purposes." 

The  Governor,  who  had  been  afraid,  from  the  existence  of 
the  cattle  being  cstablbhed,  that  some  of  the  vagabond  con- 
victs might  be  tempted  to  find  them  out,  and  satisfy  Am 
hunger  by  killing  them  from  time  to  time,  as  they  might  find 
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opportunity^  was  not  surprised  to  hear  that  two  of  them  had 
been  destroyed  A  very  strict  inquiry  into  the  report,  how- 
ever^ convinced  him  that  it  had  been  raised  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  how  such  a  circumstance  would  be  regarded* 
His  Excellency  thought  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  state  in 
public  orders,  that  ^  Having  heard  it  reported,  that  some  per- 
son or  persons,  who  had  been  permitted  to  carry  arms  for  the 
protection  of  themselves  and  property,  had  lately  employed 
that  indulgence  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  cattle  belonging 
io  government,  which  were  at  large  in  the  woods,  he  declared 
that  if  it  should  be  discovered  that  any  person  whatever  should 
use  any  measure  to  destroy  or  otherwise  annoy  them,  they 
vrould  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law." 
A  reward  was  also  held  out  to  any  person  giving  information* 
The  harvest  having  commenced,  the  Governor  signified  to 
the  settlers,  that  ^  although  it  had  hitherto  been  the  intention 
and  the  practice  of  Government  to  give  them  every  possible 
encouragement,  as  well  as  others  who  had  employed  them  • 
selves  in  growing  corn,  by  taking  off  their  hands  all  their  sur- 
plus grain  at  such  prices  as  had  from  time  to  time  been 
thought  feir  and  reasonable,  it  was  not,  however,  to  be  ex- 
pected, as  the  colony  advanced  in  the  means  of  supplying 
itself  with  bread,  that  such  a  heavy  expence  could  be  con- 
tiiuied.  He,  therefore,  recommended  to  them  to  consider 
what  reduction  in  the  price  of  wheat  and  Indian  com  they 
•could  at  present  submit  to,  as  their  offers  in  that  respect 
would  determine  him  how  far  it  might  be  necessary  in  future 
to  cultivate  on  the  part  of  Government,  instead  of  taking  or 
qpurchasing  a  quantity  from  individuals  at  so  great  a  price* 
This  proposal,  he  thought,  could  not  be  considered  otherwise 
than  as  fair  and  reasonable,  when  it  was  recollected  that  the 
means  by  which  individuals  had  so  far  improved  their  farms, 
iiad  arisen  from  the  very  liberal  manner  in  which  government 
had  given  up  the  labour  of  so  great  a  number  of  its  own  ser- 
vants, to  assist  the  industry  of  others.  He  further  said,  that 
if  this  representation  should  fail  of  the  effect  which  he  hoped 
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Hud  expected,  by  procuring  a  reducthm  of  the  present  high 
price  of  grain,  he  should  think  it  his  doty  to  propose,  that 
those  who  were  assbted  with  servants  from  government  shcnild 
tit  least  undertake  to  furnish  those  servants  with  bread* 

A  report  from  the  river  was  current  at  this  time,  that  the 
natives  had  assembled  in  a  large  body,  and  attacked  a  few 
settlers,  who  had  chosen  farms  low  done  the  river,  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  protection  from  the  other  settlers,  stripping  them 
4)f  every  article  tluit  they  could  find  in  their  huts.  An  armed 
party  was  directly  sent  out,  who,  coming  up  with  them,  killed 
feur  men  and  one  woman,  badly  wounded  a  child^  and  took 
four  men  prisoners.  It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  these 
punishments,  following  the  enormities  so  immediately,  would 
iwve  taught  the  natives  to  keep  at  a  greater  distance ;  but 
nothing  seemed  to  deter  them  from  prosecuting  the  revenge 
which  they  had  vowed  agaiust  the  settlers  for  the  injuries  diat 
they  had  received  at  their  hands. 

A  report  prevailed,  that  black  Csesar,  a  ooavic^  and  a 
savage  of  a  dariser  hue,  had  in  Ms  life  done  one  meritorious 
action,  by  killing  Per-mul-wy^  who  had  just  before  wounded 
Collms  (the  native)  so  dangerously,  that  his  reoovery  was  a 
matter  of  very  great  doubt  with  ite  surgeon  at  the  hospital, 
whose  assistance  Collins  had  requested  as  soon  as  he  had  been 
Inought  into  the  town  by  his  friends.  A  barbed  spear  bad 
been  driven  into  his  loins  close  by  the  vertebrss  of  the  bad^ 
and  was  so  completely  fixed,  that  all  the  eflbrts  of  the  sur- 
geons to  remove  it  with  their  instruments  were  ineffisctual. 
Finding,  after  a  day  or  two,  that  it  could  not  be  displaced  by 
art,  Collins  left  the  hospital,  determined  to  trust  to  nature; 
and  it  was  afterwards  found  that  his  trust  had  not  been  vain, 
through  they  saw  him  for  several  weeks  walking  about  with  the 
spear  unoaoved,  even  after  suppuration  had  taken  place ;  but 
they  at  last  heard,  that  his  wtfe  had  fixed  her  teeth  in  the 
wound  and  drawn  it  out :  after  which  he  recovered,  md  was 
able  again  to  go  into  the  field.  During  his  illness,  bis  wife 
War*re-*weer  shewed  by  an  uncommon  attention  that  her 
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attachment  was  sqperior  to  that  of  many  a  more  polished 
female.  Collins's  recovery  gave  general  satisfaction,  as  b^ 
was  much  esteemed  by  every  white  man  who  knew  him^  as 
well  for  bis  personal  bravery,  of  which  they  had  witnessed 
many  distiDguishiog  proofs,  as  on  account  of  a  gentleness  of 
manners  that  strongly  marked  his  dispositbn,  and  shaded  off 
the  harsh  lines  which  his  uncivilized  life  now  and  then  forced 
into  the  fore  ground. 

At  the  Hawkesbury,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month,  an  ex- 
traordinary meteorological  phoenomenon  occurred.  Four 
farms  on  the  creek  were  totally  cut  up  by  a  fall,  not  of  hail  or 
of  snow,  but  of  large  flakes  of  ice.  It  was  stated  by  the  officer 
who  had  the  command  of  the  military  there,  that  the  shower 
passed  in  a  direction  N.  W.  taking  such  farms  as  fell  withio 
its  course.  The  efiect  was  extraordinary ;  the  wheat  then 
standing  was  beaten  down,  the  ears  cut  off,  and  the  grain  per- 
fectly thrashed  out.  Of  the  Indian  com  the  large  thidc  stalks 
were  broken,  and  the  cobs  found  lying  at  the  roots.  A  man 
who  was  too  &r  distant  from  a  house  to  enter  it  in  time,  was 
glad  to  take  shelter  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree.  The  sides  of  the 
trees  which  were  opposed  to  its  fiiry,  appeared  as  if  large 
shot  biad  been  discharged  against  them,  and  the  ground  was 
covered  with  small  twigs  from  the  bmnches.  On  that  part  of 
the  race-ground  which  it  crossed,  the  stronger  shrubs  were 
found  eat  to  pieces,  while  the  weaker,  by  yielding  to  the 
storm,  were  only  beaten  down.  The  two  succeeding  days 
were  remarkably  mild;  notwithstanding  which,  the  ice  re- 
luained  on  the  ground  nearly  as  large  as  when  it  fell.  Some 
flakes  of  it  were  brought  to  the  officer  on  the  second  day^ 
which  measured  from  six  to  eight  inches  long,  and  at  that 
time  were  two  fingers  at  least  in  thickness.  Nothing  of  this 
kind  had  been  felt  at  Parramatta  or  at  Sydney. 

There  died,  during  the  year  17^^^  one  assistant  surgeon ; 
one  Serjeant;  two  settlers;  thirteen  male  convicts;  seven 
female  convicts,  and  one  child ;  and  one  male  convict  was 
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executed.  Making  a  total  of  twenty^ix  persons  who  lost 
their  lives  during  the  year. 

On  the  first  of  January,  the  Arthur  brig  anchored  in  the 
Cove  fi'om  Calcutta.  Mr.  Barber,  the  master,  who  had  visited 
Port  Jackson  in  1794  in  the  same  vessel,  had  been  induced  by 
the  success  that  he  then  met  with  to  pay  a  second  visit  to  it9 
inhabitants,  with  a  similar  cargo  as  to  the  nature  of  the  articles, 
but  of  much  larger  value  than  that  which  he  then  sold.  He 
had  been  thirteen  weeks  on  his  passage,  and  had  heard  iK>thing 
of  the  Britannia. 

In  consequence  of  the  order  issued  respecting  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  wheat,  the  settlers,  having  consulted  among 
themselves,  deputed  a  certain  number  from  the  different  dis-^ 
tricts  to  state  to  the  Governor  the  hardships  they  should  be 
subjected  to  by  a  direction  in  the  price  of  grain,  at  least  for 
that  season*  He  therefore  consented  to  purchase  their  crops 
of  wheat  at  ten  shiUings  per  bushel  ^  but  at  the  same  tune 
assured  them,  that  a  reduction  woidd  be  made  in  the  ensuing 
season,  unless  some  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  cifcumstances 
should  occur  to  render  it  necessary. 

The  officer  who  held  ground  eiered  to  give  up  two  of  the 
number  of  men  that  the  Governor  had  allowed  them,  and  ta 
take  two  others  off  the  provision  store  j  which  proposal  was 
directed  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

Some  of  the  more  decent  class  of  prisonera,  male  and 
female,  having  a  short  time  since  obtained  permission  to  pre- 
pare a;  playhouse  at  Sydney,  it  was  opened  on  the  16th,  with 
the  play  of  The  Revenge,,  and  the  entertainment  of  The 
Hotel.  They  had  fitted  up  the  house  with  more  theatrical 
propriety  than  could  have  been  expected,  and  their  perform- 
ance was  far  above  contempts  Their  motto  was  modest  an4 
well  chosen — ^^  We  cannot  command  success;  but  we  will 
endeavour  to  deserve  it.*^  Of  their  dresses  the  greater  part 
was  made  by  themselves;  but  it  was  understood  thatsoB»e 
veterdn  articles  from  the  York  theatre  were  among  the  best 
that  made  theu:  appearance. 
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At  the  licensing  of  this  e&hibition  thty  were  informed^  that 
the  slightest  impropriety  woiild  be  noticed^  and  a  repetition 
punished  hy  the  banishment  of  their  company  to  the  other 
settlements;  there  was,  however,  more  danger  of  improprie- 
ties being  comfmitted  by  scnne  of  the  audience  than  by  the 
players  themselves.  A  seat  in  their  gallery,  which  was  by 
far  the  largest  part  of  tlie  house^  as  likely  to  be  the  most  re- 
sorted to,  was  to  be  procured  for  one  shilling ;  and,  as  much 
flour,  or  as  much  meat  or  spirits,  as  the  manager  would  take 
for  that  sum,  was  often  paid  at  the  gallery  door.  It  was  fear- 
ed that  this,  like  gambling,  would  furnish  another  inducement 
to  rob ;  and  some  of  the  worst  of  the  convicts,  ever  on  the 
watch  for  opportunities,  looked  on  the  play-house  as  a  certain 
harvest  for  them,  not  by  picking  the  pockets  of  the  audience, 
but  by  breaking  into  their  houses  while  the  family  might  be 
enjoying  themselves  at  the  theatre. 

Among  other  objects  of  civil  regulation  which  required  the 
Governor's  attention,  was^  to  remedy  an  evil  of  great  magni-i> 
tudc.  It  appeared,  that  for  a  considerable  time  past  they  had 
been  in  the  practice  of  making  and  vending  a  spirit,  the 
quality  of  which  was  of  so  destructive  a  nature,  that  the  health 
of  the  settlement  in  general  was  much  endangered. 

A  practice  so  iniquitous  and  ruinous,  being  not  only  direct 
disobedience  of  his  Majesty's  commands,  but  destructive  of 
the  welfare  of  the  colony  in  general,  the  Governor  in  the  ilaost 
positive  manner  forbade  all  persons,  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever, to  distil  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  or  quality,  on  pain 
of  such  steps  being  taken  for  their  punishment,  as  would 
effectually  prevent  a  repetition  of  so  dangerous  an  offence. 
Tlie  constables  of  the  different  districts,  as  well  as  all  other 
persons  whose  duty  it  was  to  preserve  order,  were  strictly  en- 
joined to  be  extremely,  vigilant  in  discovering  and  giving  in-» 
formation,  where,  and  in  whose  possession,  any  article  o* 
machine  for  the  purjxwe  of  distilling  spirits  might  then  bcj  or 
should  hereafter  be  erected,  in  opposition  to  this  notifxcatioq 
ef  the  Governor's  resolution.    In  puimiance  of  these  directionsj 

2  F 
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setvialsdib  were  fouiul  aisd  destrojFcd,  to  lie  grait  iqgret  of 
ihe  owners,  whc^  from  a  bttshel  (rf  wheat  (worth  at  the  public 
store  ten  shilliop)^  diatilled  a  gallon  of  a  new  and  poisoB0ii9> 
apirity  yt/bich  they  retailed  directly  from  the  still  at  five  ahilliogs 
per  quart  bottle,  and  scMnetimes  more.  This  was  not  BKFely 
paid  away  for  labour^  as  was  pretended,  but  sold  forthe  par- 
pose  of  intoadcation  to  whoever  would  bring  ready  money. 

The  many  robberies  which  were  almost  daily  and  nightlf 
committed,  rendered  it  e^qiiedient  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  to  put  a  stop  to  an  evil  so  destructive  of  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  the  industrious  inhabitants.  Several  attempts 
had  been  made  by  the  Commissary,  to  ascertain  the  number 
•f  arms  in  the  possession  of  individuals ;  it  being  feared,  that, 
instead  of  their  being  prqieriy  distributed  among  the  settlers 
for  their  protection,  many  were  to  be  found  in  the  hands  of 
persons  who  used  them  in  shooting,  or  in  oommittiiq;  depre- 
dations. It  was  attempted  a  second  time  to  discover  their 
number,  by  directing  all  persons  (the  military  excepted)  whe 
were  in  possession  of  arms,  to  bring  them  to  the  Commissary's 
Office^  where,  after  registering  them,  they  were  to  receive 
oertificates  signed  by  him^  of  their  being  permitted  to  carry 
such  arms. 

Some  few  settlen,  who  valued  their  arms  as  neeeasaiy  to 
their  defence  against  the  natives  and  against  thieves,  hastened 
to  the  office  for  their  certificate  f  but  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  stands  of  arms  which  belonged  to  the  eiowo 
not  fifty  were  accounted  for. 

Black  CsBsar  was  still  in  the  woods  with  severs!  others  of 
hisown  stamp,  all  of  wIkhu  were  armed;  andasheseatword, 
Aat  he  neither  would  return  nor  suffer  himself  to  be  taken 
alive,  it  became  necessary  to  secure  him.  Notice  was  there- 
fore given,  that  whoever  should  make  him  their  prisoner,  and 
bring  him  to  the  Governor^  should  be  rewarded. 

The  settlers,  and  those  people  who  were  .occasionally  sup- 
plied with  ammunition  by  the  officers,  were  informed  that  if 
they  should  be  hereafter  discovered  to  have  so  abused  tke 
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coiAdeDce  placed  in  Aem^  as  to  supply  those  oommon  plun- 
derers wkh  any  part  of  this  aHmniiutioD,  they  should  be  deem- 
ed aoooMplices  in  the  robberies  comHikted  by  ihew^,  and 
steps  woald  be  taken  to  bcii^  them  to  puaishiBeBtas  aeeea- 
^aries. 

To  relies  the  mind  from  the  contemplation  of  circimi«* 
fltances  so  kksome  to  humanity,  on  the  23d  the  Ceres  stoie* 
ship  arrived  from  England.  It  was  impossible  diat  a  ship 
could  ever  reach  that  distaiit  part  at  his  Majesty's  dominions 
from  England,  or  from  any  other  part  of  the  werid,  widiont 
turingiDg  a  change  to  the  ideas  of  itt  inhabitants,  or  even  with- 
out gtvmg  some  variety  to  their  amusemente.  The  introduce 
tion  of  a  itiauger  among  them  had  ever  been  an  objeet  of 
some  moment;  for  every  attention  was  considered  as  doe  to 
him  who  had  left  the  civilized  world  to  visit  those  so  &r  re^ 
mdved  from  it  The  personal  interest  that  he  might  have  in 
the  visit  was  feigocten ;  and  from  the  solicitude  to  hear  news 
each  contended  who  sbculd  be  first  in  acts  of  hosjritality.  If 
he  afterwards  fomid  himself  neglected,  it  was  because  be  was 
no  longer  a  stranger ;  his  intelligence  was  esdiauated,  and  he 
had  sunk  into  the  mere  tradesman. 

Hiisshjp  had  on  board  stores  and  provisions  for  the  settle- 
ment She  had  touched  at  the  island  of  Ainsterdam  in  her 
wajtoPort  Jackson,  and  taken  ofi^  foinrmen,  two  French  and 
two  English,  who  had  lived  there  three  years,  having  beM 
left  from  a  brig  which  was  taken  on  to  China  by  the  Lion  man 
of  war.  One  of  th«  Frenchmen,  M.  Perron,  a|qparently  de- 
serv^ed  a  better  kind  of  society  than  his  companions  supplied. 
He  had  kept  anaccurate  and  neatly-written  journal  of  his  pro- 
ceedings with  some  well-drawn  views  of  die  spot  to  which 
le  was  so  long  confined.  It  appeared,  that  they  had,  in  the 
hope  of  their  own  or  some  other  vessel  arriving  to  take  them 
off,  collected  and  cured  several  thousands  of  seal-skms,  which, 
howeveif,  they  were  compelled  to  abandon.  M.  Penron  and 
his  companions  had  subsistied  for  the  last  eighteen  months  on 
the  fleabitf  seals. 

2F2 
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The  day  following  this  anival  the  rignal  SDnoaDced  a 
fiecond,  which  proved  to  be  the  snow  experiment,  ccmimaLndecl 
by  Mr.  Edward  M^Clellan,  who  had  before  been  in  that 
country ;  and  a  few  hours  after,  the  ship  Otter,  from  Boston 
in  North  America,  anchored  in  the  Cove.  Mr.  Mdellan 
had  on  board  a  large  investment  of  India  goods,  niuslinSy 
calicoes,  chintzes,  soap,  sugar,  spirits,  and  a  variety  of  small 
articles,  apparently  the  sweepings  of  a  Bengal  bazar;  the 
aale  of  which  investment  he  expected  would  produce  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  pounds. 

The  American,  cither  finding  the  market  overstocked,  or 
having  had  some  other  motive  for  touching  at  Port  Jackson, 
declared  that  be  had  nothing  for  sale ;  but  that  he  could,  as 
a  favour,  spare  two  hogsheads  of  Jamaica  rum,  three  pipes  of 
Madeira,  sixty-eight  quarter  casks  of  Lisbon  wine,  four  chests 
and  a  half  of  Bohea  tea,  and  two  hogsheads  of  molasses.  He 
liad  touched  at  the  late  residence  of  M.  Perron,  the  island  of 
Amsterdam,  and  brought  off  as  many  of  the  seal-skins  (his 
vessel  being  bound  to  China,  after  visiting  the  north-west 
coast  of  America)  as  he  could  take  on  board, 

Benillong's  influence  over  his  countrymen  not  extending 
to  the  natives  at  the  river,  fresh  accounts  of  their  violence 
were  received.  They  attacked  a  man  who  had  been  allowed 
to  ply  with  a  passage-boat  between  the  port  of  Sydney  and 
the  river,  and  wounded  him  (it  was  feared  mortally) ;  and 
they  were  beginning  again  to  annoy  the  settlers  there. 

Notwithstanding  the  reward  offered  for  apprehending  Black 
Cffisar,  he  remained  at  large ;  and  scarcely  a  morning  arrived 
without  a  complaint  being  made  to  the  magistrates  of  a  loss 
of  property  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by  him.  In 
feet,  every  theft  that  was  committed  was  ascribed  to  him  or 
some  of  the  vagabonds  who  were  in  the  woods,  the  number 
of  whom  at  this  time  amounted  to  six  or  eight 

On  the  1 1th  of  February  un  addhion  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  male  and  female  convicts  was  given  to  the  settle- 
m^tita  hy  the  an^v^l  of  the  Marquis  Corowallis  tnmsport  firooi 
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Ireland.  This  vessel  was  commanded  Iqr  Mr.  Michael 
Hogan,  from  whom  it  was  learned,  that  a  conspiracy  had  heen 
formed  to  take  the  sliip  from  him ;  but,  the  circumstances  of 
it  being  happily  disclosed  in  time,  he  was  enabled  to  prevent 
it-;  and,  having  sufficient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the 
conspiracy,  he  caused  the  principals  of  those  concerned  to  be 
eeverdy  punished,  first  taking  the  opinions  of  all  the  free 
people  who  were  on  board.  A  military  guard,  consisting  of 
two  subalterns  and  a  proportionate  number  of  privates  of  the 
New  South  Wales  corps  (principally  drafts  from  other  regi- 
ments), was  embarked  in  his  ship.  The  prisoners  were  in 
general  healthy ;  but  some  of  those  who  had  been  punished 
were  not  quite  recovered,  and  on  landing  were  sent  to  the 
hospital.  It  appeared,  that  the  men  were  for  the  most  part 
of  the  description  of  people  termed  Defenders,  desperate,  and 
ripe  for  any  scheme  from  which  danger  and  destruction  were 
likely  to  ensue.  The  women  were  of  the  same  complexion, 
:and  their  ingenuity  and  cruelty  were  displayed  in  the  part  that 
they  were  to  take  in  the  purposed  insurrection ;  which  was^ 
the  preparing  of  pulverised  glass  to  mix  with  the  flour,  of 
"which  the  seamen  were  to  make  their  puddings.  What  an 
importation! 

The  Marquis  Comwallis  had  stopped  «t  the  Island  of  St. 
Helena  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  From  the  latter  of 
tvhich  places  they  brought  the  pleasing  intelligence  of  its 
having  surreudejed  to  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  being  in  pos- 
session of  tlie  English.  General  Craig,  the  commander  in 
chief  on  shore,  and  Commodore  Blankett,  each  sent  an  official 
communication  of  this  important  circumstance  to  Governor 
Hunter,  and  stated  their  desire  to  assist  in  any  thing  that 
might  be  of  service  to  the  settlement,  when  the  season  should 
offer  for  sending  the  ships  under  bis  orders  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  for  supplies. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  heard  with  infinite  regret 
ef  the  death  of  Colonel  Gordon,  whose  attentions  to  the 
^lon;r^  at  every  opportunity  that  presented  itself^  could  never 
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befaifotteiL  HewisiiideedafiTOiiicdcoaofsdeDQey  and 
libenlljr  extended  the  advantages  which  that  scienoe  gave 
him,  wheiever  he  tfaooght  they  coald  pioiiiote  the  weUnre  of 
his  felknr-creatores. 

On  the  15th  a  criminal  court  had  met  for  the  trial  of  tivo 
prisoners  for  a  boiglary,  when  information  was  recdved,  that 
Black  Cffisar  had  that  morning  been  shot  by  one  Wimbow. 
This  man  and  another,  allured  by  the  reward,  bad  been  for 
some  days  in  quest  of  him.  Finding  his  haunt,  they  con* 
ccaled  themselves  all  night  at  the  edge  of  a  brash,  whidi  they 
had  perceived  him  enter  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening.  In  the 
morning  he  came  out;  when,  looking  round  him  and  seeing 
hb  danger,  he  presented  his  musket;  but  before  he  could 
pull  the  trigger  Wimbow  fiied  and  shot  him^  and  he  died  In  a 
few  hours.  Thus  ended  a  man,  who  certainly,  during  his  life^ 
4»uld  never  have  been  estimated  at  more  than  one  remove 
above  the  brute,  and  who  had  given  more  trouble  than  any 
other  convict  in  the  settlement. 


CHAP.   XX. 

Mr.  Muir  leaves  the  Colony-— The  ingratitude  of  Mr.  Bsmpton  poniiiH 
ed— Further  particulars  respecting  the  fate  of  Capitun  Hill  and  Mr. 
Carter — Crops  Bad — Natives— BennLUong — Ger^  and  Skirving  Ss 
— ^ale  of  Spirits — ^Arrivals — Ofiioen  come  from  Bengil  to  racrtiil— 
Governor  vittts  Mount  Hunter— Horrid  efieets  of  diiBipatioD  in  the 
Colony-^Regalations. 

On  the  11th  sailed  for  the  north-west  coaat  of  America  the 
Otter,  m  which  went  Mr.  Thomas  Muir  (one  of  the  peiaons 
sent  out  for  sedition),  and  seveiml  other  convicts  whose  sea* 
tences  of  transportation  were  not  expired.  Mr.  Muir  con- 
ceived, diat  in  withdrawing  (though  clandestinely}  from  Aat 
oountrjr,  he  was  only  asBcrdng  his  freedom,  and  meant,  if  he 
should  arrive  m  safety,  to  enjoy  what  he  deeosed  himself  to 
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kave  reguned  of  ^  in  America,  until  the  time  «bMU  foiiie 
when  he  might  return  to  his  own  country  with  ciedit  vaA 
comfort.  He  purposed  practisiug  at  the  American  ha?  as  av 
advocate ;  a  point  of  infonnation  which  he  left  behind  him  in 
a  letter.  At  Sydney  he  had  chiefly  passed  his  time  in  liteiaiy 
ease  and  retirement^  living  out  of  the  town  at  a  little  spot  ol 
ground  which  he  had  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  sedusion* 
Discharging  the  store-ships  formed  the  principal  labour  of 
the  month ;  during  one  or  two  hot  days  of  which,  the  shmbs 
and  brush-wood  about  the  west  point  of  the  cove  caught  fire^ 
and  burnt  within  a  few  yards  of  the  magazine.  On  its  being 
extinguished,  the  powder  was  removed  for  a  few  days  on 
board  the  Supply,  until  some  security  againM  any  future  acci- 
dent of  that  kind  could  be  thrown  up  round  the  building. 
'  By  the  return  of  the  Reliance  from  Norfolk  Island,  accounts 
were  received,  that  Mr.  Bampton,  who  had  left  Port  Jackson 
in  September,  on  reaching  Dusky  Bay,  in  New  Zealand, 
found  his  ship  so  leaky,  that,  with  the  advice  of  his  officen 
and  people,  she  was  run  on  shore  and  scuttled.  By  great 
good  fortune  they  found  there  a  small  vessel,  which  had  been 
built  by  the  carpenter  of  the  Britannia,  when  left  with  the 
mate  and  othen  in  that  ship's  first  voyage  from  thence  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Her  they  completed  and  launched. 
It  may  be  remembered,  that  in  addition  to  the  large  number 
of  persons  which  Mr.  Bampton  had  permission  to  take  from 
Port  Jackson,  nearly  as  many  more  found  means  to  secret 
themselves  on  board  his  ship  and  the  Fancy.  For  these,  as 
well  as  bis  officers  and  ship's  company,  he  had  now  to  provide 
a  passage  from  the  truly  desolate  shares  of  New  Zealand  (a 
sufficient  punishment  for  his  ingratitude  in  taking  them  away). 
He  accordingly,  after  fitting  as  a  schooner  the  vessel  which 
he  had  launehed,  and  naming  her  the  Providence,  sailed  with 
her  and  the  Fancy  for  Norfolk  Island,  having  on  board  as 
many  of  the  officers  and  people  who  reached  Dusky  Bay  with 
him  as  they  could  contain,  leaving  the  remainder  to  proceed 
in  a  vessel  which  one  of  them  undertook  to  construct  out  of 
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the  Endeavour's  long  boat^  The  Fancy  and  Providence  ar-^ 
rived  safe  at  Norfolk  Island)  whenee  they  sailed  for  China  oir 
the  3 1st  day  of  January « 

TMis  unlucky  termination  of  the  voyage  of  the  Endeavour^ 
when  added  to  the  dii&culties  and  dangers  which  Mr.  Bamp-* 
ton  had  met  with  in  the  Shah  Honnuzear,  on  his  return  to 
India,  appeared  sufficient  to  discourage  him  from  again  yen-' 
turing  to  speculate  in  Port  Jackson. 

In  the  course  of  this  narrative,  the  different  reports  received 
respecting  the  fate  of  the  boat  which  landed  on  Tate  Island^ 
have  been  stated.  In  a  Calcutta  newspaper,  brought  ta 
Sydney,  they  now  found  a  printed  account  of  the  whole  o§ 
that  transactbn,  which  filled  np  that  chasm  in  the  story  which 
the  parties  themselves  alone  could  supply. 

By  referring  to  the  account  given  in  the  month  of  July 
i79i,  as  communicated  by  Mr.  Dell,  it  will  appear,  that  the 
ship,  having  been  driven  to  leeward  of  the  island  after  the 
boat  left  her,  was  three  days  before  she  could  work  up  to  it^ 
When  Mr.  Dell  went  on  shore  to  search  for  Captain  Hill  and 
his  companions,  he  eould  only,  at  his  return,  produce  what  he 
thought  incontestable  proofs  of  their  having  been  murder^;* 
such  as  their  great  coats,  a  lanthorn,  tomahawk^  &c.  and' 
three  hands,  one  of  which,  from  a  certain  mark,  was  supposed 
to  have  belonged  to  Mr.  Carter.  Of  the  boat,  after  the  most 
diligent  search  round  the  island,  he  could  find  no  trace.  By 
the  account  now  published,  and  which  bore  every  mark  o^' 
authenticity,  it  appeared,  that  when  the  boat,  in  which  these 
unfortunate  gentlemen  were,,  had  reached  the  island  on  the 
3d  of  July,  1798,  the  natives  received  them  very  kindly,  and^ 
conducted  them  to  a  convenient  place  for  landing.  After 
distributing  some  presents  among  them,  with  which  they  ap- 
peared very  much  satisfied,  it  was  proposed,  that  Messrs. 
Carter,  Shaw,  and  Ascott,  should  proceed  to  the  top  of  a  hi^ 
land  which  they  had  noticed,  and  that  Captain  Hill  should 
stay  by  the  boat,  with  her  crew,  consisting  of  four  seamen  be- 
longing to  the  Chesterfield. 
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The  inkud  purty^  taking  tbe  precaution  to  ann,  and  provide 
themselves  with  a  necessary  quantity  of  ammunition,  set  off. 
Nothing  unfriendly  occurred  during  their  walk,  though  several 
little  circumstances  happened^  which  induced  Ascott  to  sus- 
pect that  the  natives  had  some  design  upon  them ;  an  idea^ 
however,  which  was  scouted  by  his  companions. 

On  their  return  from  the  hill,  hostile  designs  became  ap- 
parent, and  the  natives  seemed  to  be  deterred  from  murdering 
them  merely  by  the  activity  of  Ascott,  who,  by  presenting  his 
musket  occasioually,  kept  them  off;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
activity  and  vigilance,  the  natives  at  length  made  their  attack* 
They  began  b}  attempting  to  take  Ascott's  musket  from  him^ 
finding  that  he  was  the  most  likely  to  annoy  them ;  directly 
after  which,  Mr.  Carter,  who  was  the  foremost  of  the  partyj 
was  heard  to  exclaim,  *^  My  Crod,  my  God !  they  have 
murdered  me."  Ascott,  who  still  retained  his  musket,  imme- 
diately fired,  on  which  the  natives  left  them  and  fled  into  tbe 
bushes.  Ascott  now  had  time  to  look  about  him,  and  saw 
what  he  justly  deemed  a  horrid  spectacle,  Mr.  Carter  lying 
bleeding  on  the  ground,  and  Mr.  Shaw  with  a  laige  wound 
in  bis  throat.  They  were  both,  however,  able  to  rise,  and 
pnx^eed  down  the  hill  to  the  boat.  On  theinurival  at  the 
beach,  they  called  to  their  companions  to  fire;  but,  to  their 
extreme  horror,  they  perceived  Captain  Hill  and  one  of  the 
seamen  lying  dead  on  the  sand,  cut  and  mangled  in  a  most 
barbarous  manner.  Two  others  of  the  seamen  they  saw 
floating  on  the  water,  with  their  throats  cut  from  ear  to  ear. 
The  fourth  sailor  they  found  dead  in  the  boat,  mangled  in  the 
same  shocking  manner.  With  much  difficulty  these  un- 
happy people  got  into  their  boat,  and,  cutting  her  grapnel 
pulled  off  from  this  treacherous  shore.  While  this  was  per- 
forming, they  clearly  saw  the  natives,  whom  in  their  account 
they  term  voracicus  cannibals,  dragging  the  bodies  of  Captain 
Hill  and  the  seamen  from  the  beach  toward  some  large  fires, 
which  they  supposed  were  prepared  for  the  occasion,  yelling 
and  howling  at  the  same  time  most  dismally.    Tlicse  wretch- 
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eA  stirvivors  of  their  companions  having  seen,  ftomPthe  top  of 
the  hill  whither  their  ill-foted  cliriosity  had  led  them,  a  larg^ 
sand  bank  not  ftir  from  the  island,  determined  to  ran  under 
the  lee  of  it,  as  they  very  reasonably  hoped  that  boats  would 
the  next  morning  be  sent  after  them  from  the  ship.  They 
experienced  very  little  rest  or  case  that  night,  and  when  day- 
light appeared  found  that  they  had  drifted  nearly  out  of  sight 
of  the  island,  and  to  leeward  of  the  sand  bank. 

Deeming  it  in  vain  to  attempt  reaching  the  bank,  after  ex- 
amining what  was  left  in  the  boat,  (a  few  of  the  trifles  whicb 
they  had  put  into  her  to  buy  the  friendship  of  the  natires,  and 
Ascott's  great-coat,  but  neither  a  compass  nor  a  morsel  of 
pirovisions,)  they  determined,  by  the  advice  of  Shaw,  who  of 
these  three  miserable  people  was  the  only  one  that  understood 
any  thing  of  navigation,  to  run  direct  for  Timor,  for  whicb 
place  the  wind  was  happily  fair.  To  the  westward,  therefore, 
they  directed  their  course,  trusting  to  that  Providence  wiiteh 
had  delivered  them  from  the  cannibals  at  Tate  Island. 

Without  provisions,  destitute  of  water,  and  almost  without 
.  bodily  strength,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  their  suftrings 
were  very  great  before  they  reached  a  place  of  safety  and  re- 
lief. Tliey  left  the  island  on  the  3d  of  July,  tfie  day  oo 
which  their  companions  were  butchered.  On  the  7th,  having 
on  the  preceding  day  passed  a  sand-bank  covered  with  bnds^ 
they  providentially,  in  the  morning,  found  two  snail  birds  in 
the  boat,  one  of  which  they  immediately  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  were  considerably  relieved  by  eating  it.  On  the 
8th  they  found  themselves  with  land  on  both  sides.  Through 
these  straits  they  passed  and  continued  their  course  to  the 
westward.  All  that  could  be  done  with  their  wounds  was  to 
keep  them  clean  by  opening  them  occasionally,  and  washing 
them  with  salt  water.  On  the  1 1th,  they  saw  land,  and  push- 
ed their  boat  into  a  bay,  all  agreeing  that  they  had  better 
trust  to  the  chance  of  being  well  received  on  shore^  than  la 
that  of  perishing  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  more  at  sea. 
Thei^e  they  procured  some  water  and  a  roasted  yam  from  the 
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iMtives  wlp  also  gave  them  to  understand  that  TiiDor  was  to 
the  southward  of  them.  Not  thinking  themselves  quite  so 
aafe  here  as  tbey  would  be  at  Coupangi  they  again  embarked. 
They  soon  after  found  a  proa  in  chace  of  them,  which  they 
eluded  by  standing  with  their  boat  over  a  reef  that  the  proa 
would  not  eACOimter.  On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  they  saw 
a  point  cf  land  a-head,  which^^with  the  wind  as  it  then  was» 
they  could  not  weather.  They  therefore  ran  into  a  small  bay^ 
where  the  natives  received  them,  calling  out  ^^  Bligh! 
Bligb !"  Here  they  landed,  were  hospitably  received,  and 
providenUaUy  saved  from  the  horror  of  perishing  by  famine. 

This  place  was  called  by  the  natives  Sarrett,  and  was  dis* 
tiact  iraBi  Timor  jUmd,  which  was  the  first  place  they  re* 
ftfshed  at.  They  were  also  informed,  that  there  was  another 
amaU  island  to  the  northward,  called  by  tliem  Fardatta;  but 
which  in  some  charts  was  named  Tanabor.  They  also  under* 
atood  that  a  proa  came  yearly  from  Banda  to  trade  at  Tanabor, 
and  that  .her  arrival  was  expected  in  the  course  of  seven  or 
eigbt  months.  They  were  much  gratified  with  this  informa- 
tion, and  soon  found  that  they  had  fallen  into  the  bands  of  a 
bospitabie  and  humane  race  of  people.  On  the  25tb  of  July, 
Mr.  Carter's  wound  was  entirely  healed,  after  having  had 
thirteen  pieces  of  the  fractured  skull  taken  out.  But  this 
^atleman  was  fated  not  loi^  to  survive  his  sufferingsl  He 
remained  in  perfect  health  until  the  17th  of  November,  wheft 
Le  eaught  a  fever,  of  which  he  died  on  the  lOdi  of  December, 
tnuch  regretted  by  bis  two  friends  (for  adversity  makes  friends 
of  those  who,  perhaps,  in  other  situations  would  never  have 
abaken  hands). 

The  two  survivors  waited  in  aaxious  expectation  for  the 
asrival  of  the  annual  trading  fMroa  from  Banda.  To  their 
great  ytj  she  came  on  the  12th  of  March  1794;  they  sailed 
for  BaAda  on  the  10th  of  April,  and  arrived  there  on  the  Ist 
of  May  following,  where  they  were  received  with  the  greatest 
hospitality  by  the  governor,  who  supplied  them  with  eveiy 
iUsg  nacrssaiy  for  people  in  their  situadon,  and  profided 
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them  with  a  passage  on  board  an  Indiaman  bound%>  Batata, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  10th  of  the  following  October ; 
adding  another  to  the  many  instances  of  escape  from  the 
perils  which  attend  on  those  whose  hard  fate  have  driven  them 
to  navigate  the  ocean  in  an  open  boat. 

Hard  indeed  was  the  fate  of  Captain  Hill  and  Mr.  Outer. 
They  were  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  qualified  to  adora 
the  circles  of  life  in  which  dieir  rank  in  society  placed  them. 
How  lamentable  thus  to  perish,  the  one  by  the  bands  and 
rude  weapons  of  barbarous  savages,  cut  off  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  most  perfect  enjoyment  of  his  faculties,  lost  for  ever 
to  a  widowed  parent  and  a  sister  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  his 
body  mangled,  roasted,  and  devoured  by  cannibals ;  the  other, 
after  escaping  from  those  cannibals,  to  perish  in  a  country 
where  all  were  strangers  to  him,  except  his  two  companiotts 
in  misery,  to  give  up  all  his  future  prospeets  in  life,  never 
more  to  meet  the  cheering  eye  of  friendship  or  of  love,  and 
Without  having  had  the  melancholy  sadstaction  of  recountiog^ 
his  perils,  his  escape,  and  sufferings,  to  those  who  would 
•sympathize  with  him  in  the  tale  of  )iis  sorrows. 

On  the  10th  of  Marcii  the  American  sailed  for  the  north- 
west coast  of  America.  In  her  went  Mr  James  Fitzpatiicic 
Knaresbro',  a  gentleman  whose  hard  lot  it  had  been  to  be 
doomed  to  banishment  for  life  from  his  native  country,  Ire^ 
land,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  fortune  which  he 
there  possessed.  He  lived  during  his  residence  at  Pkum- 
matta  with  the  most  rigid  economy  and  severe  self-d^ial 
«ven  of  the  common  comforts  of  life. 

It  was  remarked  with  concern,  that  the  crops  of  this  seasoQ 
proved  in  general  bad,  the  wheat  being  almost  every  where 
mixed  with  a  weed  named  by  the  farmers  Drake.  It  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  ground  being  overwrought,  from  a  greedinesa 
to  make  it  produce  golden  harvests  eveiy  season,  without  al- 
lowing it  time  to  recruit  itself  from  crop  to  crop,  or  being  able 
to  afford  it  manure.  At  the  Hawkesbury,  where  alooeaoy 
promise  of  agrjeuitural  advantage  W)i|s  lo  be  fow^i^  ^  ^eiAen 
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were  immersed  in  intcnieation.  Riot  and  madness  marked 
their  conduct;  and  this  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  spirits 
that,  in  defiance  of  every  precaution,  found  their  way  thither- 
Robberies  were  every  where  more  irequent  now  than  they  had 
been  for  «ome  time ;  scarcely  a  night  passing  without  at  least 
an  attempt  being  made. 

Reports  were  again  received  diuring  the  month,  of  fresh 
outrages  ooodmitted  by  the  natives  at  the  river.  The  schooner 
which  had  been  sent  round  with  provinons  saw  some  of  these 
people  off  a  high  point  of  land  named  Portland  Head,  who 
menaced  them  with  their  spears,  and  carried  in  their  appear- 
ance every  mark  of  hostility.  The  governor  being  at  this 
time  on  an  excursion  to  that  settlement  (by  water),  one  of  his 
fMurty  landed  on  the  shore  opposite  Portland  Head,  and  saw  at 
a  ahere  distance  a  large  body  of  natives^  who  he  understood 
liad  assembled  "for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  corpse  of  a  man 
•who  had  been  killed  jn  some  contest  among  themselves. 

About  this  time  Benniilong,  who  occasionally  shook  off  the 
liabits  of  civilized  life,  and  went  into  the  woods  for  a  few  days 
"Wtthhis  sisters  and  other  friends,  sent  in  word  that  he  had  had 
•a  contest  with  his  bosom  friend  Cole^be,  in  which  he  bad  been 
«o  much  the  sufferer,  that  •until  his  wounds  were  healed  he 
•could  not  with  any  pleasure  to  hiooself  appear  at  the  gover* 
•Dor's  table.  This  notification  ^as  accompanied  with  a  re- 
-quest,  that  his  clothes,  which  he  bad  left  behind  when  he 
went  away,  might  be  sent  him,  together  with  some  victuals, 
^  which  he  was  much  in  want. 

On  his  again  visiting  the  settlement,  he  appeared  with  a 
wound  on  his  mouth,  which  had  divided  the  upper  lip  and 
brdce  two  of  the  teeth  of  that  jaw.  His  features,  never  very 
pleaaiqg,  now  seemed  out  of  all  proportion,  and  his  pronunci- 
ation was  much  altered.  Finding  himself  badly  received 
among  the  females  (although  improved  by  his  travels  in  the 
little  attentions  that  are  supposed  to  have  their  weight  with 
the  sex),  and  not  being  able  to  endure  a  life  of  celibacy,  he 
had  made  an  ^attack  upon  bis  frig's  favourite,  Boo-ree*»a,iii 
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which  he  was  not  only  unsuccessful,  but  w»s  punhhffJ  tar  his 
breach  of  friendship,  as  has  been  related,  by  Cole^be,  who 
aarcaatically  asked  him»  ^*  if  lie  meant  that  kiodof  canduct  to 
be  a  specimen  of  English  manners}*' 

AiiK)ng  the  deaths  which  took  place  in  March*  was  that  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Gerald.  A  consumption  which  aecomp«Bi«d  him 
firom  England,  and  which  all  his  wishes  and  efforts  to  abake 
cS  could  not  overcome,  at  length  bnmgfat  him  to  that  period 
when,  perhaps,  his  strong  enMgbteittsd  mind  must  have  per* 
cei ved  how  full  of  vanity  and  vexation  of  ^irit  were  the  busiest 
concerns  of  this  world;  and  into  what  a  narrow  limit  waa  now 
to  be  thrust  that  frame  which  but  of  late  trod  firmly  in  the 
walk  of  life,  elate  and  glowing  with  youthful  hope,  gkxyijQg  in 
being  a  martyr  to  the  cause  which  he  termed  that  of  freedon^ 
and  considering  as  an  honour  that  exile  which  bfought  him  t9 
an  untimely  grave.  He  was  followed  in  three  days  after  bj 
another  victim  to  mistaken  opinions,  Mr  William  Skirviag. 
A  dysentery  was  the  apparent  cause  of  his  death ;  but  his  iieart 
was  broken*  In  tl^  hope  of  receiving  reauttances  from  Eng- 
land, which  might  enable  him  to  proceed  with  spirit  and  sttc- 
cets  in  farming,  of  which  he  appealed  to  have  a  thoroa^ 
knowledge,  he  bad  purchased  ficom  different  peraoos^  about 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Sydney. 
He  soon  found  that  a  farm  tiear  the  sea^eoast  was  of  no  gveat 
value.  His  attention  and  Us  efforts  to  cultivate  the  ground 
were  of  no  avail.  Remittanees  he  reeeived  none ;  he  con- 
tracted some  little  debts,  and  found  himself  neglected  by  that 
party  for  whom  he  bad  sacrificed  the  dearest  oonneotions  in 
life,  a  wife  and  family;  and  finally  yielded  to  the  pressoie  of 
accumulated  calamity.  His  conduct  while  in  exile  had  been 
that  of  a  pious,  honest,  worthy  character :  uxk  had  his  pcrihktl 
principles  ever  manifested  themselves;  but  all  his  solicitude 
seemed  to  be,  to  evince  himself  the  friend  of  human  nalut. 
Jtequiescate  in  pace  ! 

Toward  preventing  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  ^[Hrtti  whick 
prevailed  in  the  aettlemenl%  the  governor  thonigbt  tfa^gtaal- 
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in^  ficences  to  a  few  pef^om  of  good  character  might  ha^e  • 
beneficial  effect ;  ten  persons  were  selected  by  the  magistrates^ 
to  whom  licences  for  twelve  months  were  granted ;  and  as^ 
from  the  very  frequent  state  of  intoxication  in  which  great 
numbers  of  the  lower  orders  of  people  had  for  some  time  past 
been  seen,  there  was  great  reason  to  suspect  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  had  been  landed  from  the  dif« 
ferent  ships  which  had  entered  the  port  than  permits  had  beeii 
obtained  for>  it  became  highly  necessary  to  put  a  stop,  as  early 
as  possible,  to  a  practice  which  was  pregnant  with  all  kinda 
of  mischief.  The  governor,  therefore,  judged  it  necessary, 
the  more  eflectually  to  suppress  the  dangerous  practice  of 
retailing  spirits  in  this  indiscriminate  way,  not  only  to  grant 
licences  under  the  restrictions  above  mentioned,  but  to  desire 
the  aid  of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  as  they  regarded  the 
good  of  his  Majest/s  service,  the  peace,  tranquillity,  and 
order  of  the  colony,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  for  putting 
an  end  to  a  species  of  traffic,  from  which  the  destruction  of 
health  and  the  ruin  of  all  industry  were  to  be  expected. 

On  the  18th  of  April  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk 
Island,  having  been  absent  only  three  weeks  and  four  days, 
the  quickest  passage  that  had  been  yet  made  to  and  from  that 
island.  She  was  followed  a  few  hours  afVer  by  the  snow 
Susan  from  Rhode  Island,  having  been  at  sea  two  hundred 
and  thirty-one  days,  not  touching  any  where  on  h^r  passage. 

The  Americans  were  observed  to  make  this  voyage  from 
snotives  of  frugality,  sailing  direct  for  the  port;  but  they  were 
at  the  same  ^ime  observed  to  bring  in  their  people  extremely 
healthy.  On  being  questioned  as  to  what  methods  they  took 
to  secure  the  health  of  their  seamen,  they  replied,  that  in 
general  they  found  exercise  the  best  preventive  against  the 
scurvy,  and  considered  idleness  as  the  surest  means  of  intro- 
ducing it.  In  addition  to  exercise,  however,  they  made  fre- 
quent use  of  acids  in  the  diet  of  their  seamen,  and  of  fumiga- 
tions from  tobacco  in  their  between-decks.  Certain  it  was 
that  none  of  the  ships  which  touched  there  from  other  porta 
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airived  so  generally  healthy*  The  cargo  of  the  Saom  ocm^ 
Slated  of  spirits,  broad^clothy  and  a  variety  of  useful  and  de^ 
sirable  articles,  adapted  to  the  neeessities  of  the  coantry. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  month  the  Indispensable  transport 
arrired  from  England,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
female  convicts,  and  a  small  quantity  of  provisions  on  board 
for  their  consumption. 

In  April  and  the  preceding  month  m'any  people,  adults  as 
well  as  children,  were  again  afflicted  with  inflammations  iu 
the  eyes.  Its  occurring  at  the  same  season  as  the  year  I>efoffey 
confirmed  the  medical  gentlemen  in  the  opinion  firmly  given, 
of  the  disorder  originating  in  the  variable  weather* 

Daily  experience  proved,  that  those  people  whose  sentences 
of  transportation  had  expired  were  greater  evils  than  the  coo- 
victs  themselves,  as  many  of  them  withdrew  from  receiving 
the  ration  allowed  by  government,  only  to  avoid  labour  and 
to  subsist  by  depredations. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  set- 
tlement, the  Britannia  store-ship  arrived  from  Calcutta  and 
Madras,  on  private  account;  and  one  young  mare,  five  cows 
and  one  cow-calf,  of  the  Bengal  breed,  were  brought  for  sale. 

On  board  this  ship  came  two  of&aers  of  the  Bengal  army, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  two  hundred  recruits  from  among 
those  people  who  had  served  their  reactive  terms  of  tniiis- 
portation.  They  were  to  be  regularly  enlisted  and  aittested^, 
and  were  to  receive  bounty-money* 

On  the  first  view  of  this  scheme  it  appeared  very  plausible  ^ 
and  it  was  imagined  that  the  execution  of  it  would  be  attended 
with  good  to  the  settlement,  by  ridding  it  of  many  of  theee 
wretches  whom  there  was  too  much  reason  to  deem  the 
greatest  nuisances :  but  when  it  was  found  that  the  recruiting 
officer  was  instructed  to  be  nice  as  to  the  characters  of  those 
whom  he  should  enlist,  and  to  entertain  none  that  were  of 
known  bad  morals,  the  governor  perceived  that  the  settlement 
would  derive  less  benefit  from  it  than  bad  been  at  first  ex- 
pected; particularly  as  there  was  reason  to  suppose,  that 
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several  settlers  would  abaDdon  their  farms,  and,  leaving  their 
families  a  burden  to  the  store,  embrace  the  change  which  was 
offered.  It  was  far  better  for  the  settlement,  if  any  were 
capable  of  bearing  arms  and  becoming  soldiers  in  defence  of 
their  own  lives  and  possesions ;  and,  by  embodying  them  from 
time  to  time  as  a  militia,  they  would  save  to  the  public  the 
expence  of  a  regiment  or  corps  raised  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
protecting  the  public  stores  and  the  civil  establishment  of 
the  colony. 

Recruiting,  therefore,  from  that  colony  for  the  Bengal 
army,  being  a  measure  that  required  consideration,  and  which 
the  governor  thought  should  first  have  obtained  the  sanctioD 
of  administration,  he  determined  to  wait  the  result  of  a  com-> 
munication  on  the  subject  with  the  secretary  of  state,  before 
he  gave  it  his  countenance.  At  the  same  time  he  meant  to 
recommend  it  in  a  certain  degree ;  as  it  was  evident  that  many 
good  recruits  might  be  taken,  without  any  injury  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  settlement. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hogan's  ship  for  Indie, 
that  gentleman  had  requested  that  an  examination  might  be 
taken  as  to  the  circumstances  of  his  conduct  toward  the  con- 
victs and  others  on  board  his  shi^)  during  their  passage  from 
Ireland.  This  was  accordingly  done ;  when  it  appeared,  that 
Mr.  Hogan,  but  for  the  fortunate  and  timely  discovery  of  it, 
would  with  his  ship  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  as  daring  and 
alarming  a  conspiracy  as,  perhaps,  ever  had  been  entered  into 
by  a  set  of  desperate  wretches  on  board  of  any  ship  >  and  that 
nothing  was  left  him,  to  save  himself  from  the  danger  of  a 
similar  circumstance  occurring  during  the  voyage,  but  to  in- 
flict immediate  punishment  on  the  persons  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it. 

The  weather  through  the  whole  of  May  had  proved  very 
variable.  The  cattle  brought  by  Mr.  Raven,  though  in  Smith- 
field  they  would  not  all  together  have  been  worth  fifty  pounds, 
were  sold  by  auction  at  enormous  prices.    The  mares  went  at 
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one  handred  poandsi  one  of  the  cows  at  cigbty-fovr  ^omis, 
and  the  other  at  prices  little  inferior. 

The  practice  of  purchasing  the  crops  of  the  settlers  tor 
spirits  had  too  long  prevailed;  and  the  Governor  thoiight  k 
absolutely  necessary,  by  all  means  in  his  power,  to  put  mn  eak 
to  it ;  for  it  was  not  possible  that  a  former  who  should  be 
idle  enough  to  throw  away  the  labour  of  twelve  months,  for 
the  gratification  of  a  few  gallons  of  pcnsonous  spirits^  codd 
expect  to  thrive,  or  enjoy  those  comlorts  which  were  only  to 
be  procured  by  sobriety  and  industry.  From  such  characceis 
he  determined  to  withdraw  the  assistance  of  Govemment* 
since  when  left  to  themselves  they  would  have  less  time  to 
waste  in  drunkenness  and  riot. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  the  Governor,  with  a  small  parfTt 
undertook  a  second  excursion  to  the  retreat  of  the  cattle.  A 
few  days  previous  to  the  Governor's  departure,  Mr.  Bass,  Ae 
surgeon  of  the  Reliance^  and  two  companions,  set  off  io  an 
attempt  to  round  the  mountains  to  the  westward ;  but  having 
soon  attained  the  summit  of  the  highest,  they  saw,  at  the  £s- 
tance  of  forty  or  fifty  miles,  another  range  of  moantaiii%  ei- 
tending  to  the  nordiward  and  southward.  Mr.  Bass  reported, 
that  he  passed  over  some  very  fine  land }  and  be  bron^t  in 
some  specimens  of  a  light  wood  which  he  met  with. 

The  Governor  was  not  long  absent.  He  saw  tiie  eattie 
ranging  as  bdbfe,  although  not  exactly  in  the  same  spot,  in 
the  finest  coutitry  yet  discovered  in  New  South  Wales;  and 
ascended  a  hill  which,  from  ev^ry  point  of  view,  had  appeared 
the  highest  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  height  of  this  hill^ 
which  obtained  the  name  of  Mount  Hunter,  was  supposed  to 
be  near  a  mile  from  the  base;  and  the  view  from  the  summit 
was  commanding  and  full  of  grand  objects,  wood,  wster^ 
plains,  and  mountains.  Every  where  on  that  side  of  the 
Nepean  the  soil  was  found  to  be  good,  and  the  ground  eligBiIe 
for  cultivation.  The  sides  of  Mount  Hunter,  though  very 
steep,  were  clothed  with  timber  to  tile  sunmiit,  and  the  grooad 
filled  with  the  orchis  root. 
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Tke  knowledge  deriYed  from  this  excnrskm  was,  that  the 
«aftde  had  not  beeo  disturbed,  and  that  they  had  ificrtased ; 
mnetTp-iMir  were  at  this  tine  counted. 

About  the  same  time  the  people  of  a  fishing-boat  returned 
ftpom  a  bajr  near  Port  Stephens,  and  brought  with  them  several 
large  pieces  of  coal,  which  they  said  they  found  at  some  littfc 
distance  finxn  the  beach,  lying  in  considerable  quantity  oil 
the  surfiioe  of  the  grooad.  These  people  having  coeducted 
themselves  improperly  wUle  on  shore,  two  of  them  were 
severely  woimded  by  the  natives,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after 
he  reached  the  hosfotal. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  two  men  ftora  each 
oftcer  weie  ordered  to  join  the  public  gangs,  it  being  fomid 
wholly  impracticable  to  erect,  without  more  assistance,  any 
of  the  buildings  which  had  bec<xne  iidispensably  necessary ; 
as  store-houses,  barrack9,and  houses  for  the  assistant^surgeons* 
A  church  too,  of  more  substantial  materials  than  lath  ahd 
plaster,  was  wanted  both  at  Sydney  and  Paramatta ;  as  well 
as  court-houses,  or  places  where  the  courts  of  civil  and  criminal 
judicature  might  be  held,  and  where  the  magistrates  might 
meet  to  do  the  public  business.  The  timber-cairiages  were 
uoWf  instead  of  men,  drawn  by  six  or  eight  stout  oxen ;  and 
all  the  timber  which  was  used  for  building  or  odier  purposes 
was  brought  to  the  pits  by  them.  This  was  some  saving  of 
men ;  but  eight  people  were  still  employed  with  each  car- 
riage. 

Among  the  many  evils  that  were  daily  seen  flowing  from 
that  state  of  dissipation  which  had  found  its  way  into  the  dif- 
ferent settlements,  it  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  two  men 
lost  their  lives  by  the  hand  of  violence.  On  Tuesday  the  9di 
«f  July,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Indispensable  was  shot  at 
Sydney,  in  the  house  of  the  master  boat-builder,  by  a  convict 
aervant  of  his ;  and  on  the  same  day,  at  the  Hawkesbury^ 
John  Fenlow,  a  settler,  shot  his  servant,  a  convict.  The  lat- 
ter of  these  unfortunate  men  lived  but  a  few  hours,  and  the 
aeanumy  after  langnishing  several  days,  axpiied. 
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These  tnmsactioin  were  productive  of  some  ioternal  legu* 
latioDS  which  had  long  been  wantiDg.  Several  settlers,  with 
whose  (induct  the  governor  had  had  but  too  much  cause  to  be 
dbpleased,  were  at  length  deprived  of  all  assistance  from  go- 
vemmenty  and  left  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  abilities ;  and 
all  persons  off  the  stores,  who  of  course  did  not  labour  for  go- 
vernment, were  ordered  forthwith  to  appear  at  Sydney,  in  or- 
der to  their  being  mustered  and  examined  relative  to  their  le- 
apective  terms  of  transportation  ;  when  certificates  were  to  be 
given  to  such  as  were  regularly  discharged  from  the  com- 
mi5sary*s  books,  and  the  settlers  were  directed  not  to  employ 
any  but  those  which  could  produce  this  certificate. 

Stodk  of  all  denominations  was  at  this  period  fast  increas<» 
ing  in  the  different  districts :  one  officer,  who  was  quitting 
the  colony,  sold  to  government  a  flock  of  goats,  consisting  of 
about  one  hundred  animals^ 


CHAP.    XXI. 

The  Britannia  hired  to  proceed  to  England— Report  of  the  Native*— 
A  Settler  executed  for  Murder-Church  opened  at  Phrramarta-  ■ 
Vessels  return  to  England — Account  of  Stock — A  murder  commit* 
ted— Lieutenant  King  returns  to  England — State  of  the  Settlement 
in  August,  1796— Provisions— Population— Price  of  various  Arti- 
cles— Remarks. 

The  Britannia,  which  was  fitting  again  for  sea,  was  ofiered 
by  the  master  to  the  Governor,  iFor  the  purpose  of  going  di* 
rect  to  England,  if  his  Excellenc  j  should  have  any  occasion 
to  employ  her  in  such  a  voyage;  and  there  being  at  the  time 
several  soldiers  unfit  for  service,  with  others  whose  engage- 
ments with  the  crown  bad  expired,  the  Governor  thought  it 
adviseable  to  ease  government  at  once  of  these  expences,  by 
closing  with  Mr  Raven's  proposal,  and  accordingly  chartmd 
bb  ship  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  them  to  Europe. 
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Hie  natives  liad  of  late  appeared  less  troublesome  dian  for 
some  time  past.  The  people  of  a  fishing-boat,  which  bad 
been  -cast  on  «hore  in  bad  weather  near  Port  Stephens,  met 
ivith  some  of  these  people,  who,  without  much  entreaty,  or 
any  hope  of  reward,  readily  put  them  into  the  path  from 
thence  to  Broken  Bay,  and  conducted  them  the  greater  part 
of  the  way.  During  their  little  journey,  those  friendly  peo- 
ple made  them  understand  that  they  had  seen  a  white  wo- 
man among  some  natives  to  the  northward.  On  their  re- 
penting this  at  Sydney,  the  unfortunate  female  was  conjec- 
tured to  be  Mary  Morgan,  a  prisoner,  who  it  was  now  said  had 
&Red  in  her  attempt  to  get  on  board  the  Resolution  store- 
ship,  which  sailed  in  17^4.  There  was  indeed  another  wo- 
man, who.  ran  away  a  few  days  aftei  the  first  settling  in  Syd- 
Dey,  and  whose  fate  was  not  ascertained:  if  she  could  have 
survived  the  hardships  and  wretchedness  ,of  such  a  life  as 
must  have  been  her's  during  so  many  years  residence  among 
the  natives  of  New  Holland,  how  much  information  must  it 
have  been  in  her  power  to  afford;  but  humanity  shuddered  at 
the  idea  of  purchasing  it  at  such  a  price^ 

Eaily  in  August  John  Fenlow  was  tried  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  his  servant,  David  Lane.  The  charge  being  fully 
made  out,  the  prisoner  received  sentence  to  die  ;  and  on  the 
following  Saturday  was  executed,  his  body  being  delivered  to 
the  surgeons  for  dissection,  pursuant  to  his  sentence.  The 
night  before  his  execution  he  confessed  that  the  murder 
fwhich  he  committed  had  been  premeditated.  It  could 
scarcely  be  supposed,  tliat  among  the  description  of  people  of 
4rhich  the  lower  class  was  formed  in  New  South  Wales,  any 
would  have  been  found  suflBciently  curious  to  have  attended 
ihe  surgeons  on  such  an  occasion ;  but  they  had  no  soon^ 
signified  that  a  body  was  ready  for  inspection,  than  the  hos- 
pital was  filled  with  people,  men,  women,  and  children,  to 
the  number  of  several  hundreds ;  none  of  whom  appeared 
moved  with  j^ty  for  his  fate,  or  in  the  least  degree  admonished 
>y  the  sad  spectacle  before  their  eyes. 
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Oodie^Sdof  Auguitthe  Gnmd  IHiirli  amv«d  ftomBos- 
ton,  after  a  paasage  of  five  mooths  from  that  port.  She  was 
loaded  with  spirits,  tobacco^  wine,  soap,  iron,  linseed  oil^ 
broad-cloth,  &c.  &c.  for  the  market  of  Port  Jackson,  Manilla, 
and  Canton. 

In  September  a  temponuy  church  was  opened  at  PlsmK 
matta.  Decent  places  of  wprehip  were  now  to  be  seen  nt  the 
two  principal  settlements.  At  the  time  when  Sydney  waa 
visited  by  the  Spanish  ships  the  clergyman  preached  where* 
ever  he  could  find  a  shady  spot.  The  priest  belonging  to  the 
commodore's  ship,  on  observingthat  there  was  not  any  chureh 
built,  lifted  up  his  eyes  with  astonishment,  and  declared,  that 
had  the  place  been  settled  by  his  nation,  a  house  tor  God 
would  have  been  erected  before  any  house  for  man. 

The  invalids  and  passengers  who  were  returning  to  England 
in  the  Britannia  being  embarked,  that  ship,  the  Rdtance,  and 
the  Francis  schooner,  hauled  out  of  the  Cove  preparatory  to 
their  departure.  As  a  proof  that  stock  was  not  at  this  time 
ftdling  in  its  value,  one  of  the  gentlemen  sold  two  Cape  cows 
and  one  steer  for  j^l89.  The  stock  in  the  colony  was  of 
considerable  extent  and  value,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
account  of  it  which  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans  • 
mitted  to  government : — 

Account  of  live  stock  in  the  posseanon  of  government  and 
the  civil  and  military  officers  oi  the  settlement,  on  the  1st  of 
September,  179^. 

Mares,  57 ;  cows  and  cow  calves  101 ;  bulls  and  bull 
calves  74;  oxen  54;  sheep  1531;  goats  1427;  hogs  1869. 

The  wild  cattle  to  the  westward  of  the  river  Nepean  were 
not  included  in  this  account.  All  kinds  of  poultry  were  nu- 
merous. The  number  of  acres  at  the  same  time  in  cukivft- 
tkm  were  5419. 

It  was  satisfactory  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  now  on 
the  pmnt  of  quitting  that  country  to  reflect,  that  they  left  it 
not  only  with  a  prospect  of  jdenty  befiwe  it,  but  with  stores 
and  granaries  abundantly  fflled  at  the  tune.    In  the  houaes  of 
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individttab  were  to  be  found  most  of  the  comfortf,  and  not  a 
few  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  For  these  the  island  was  indebted 
to  the  communications  that  it  had  with  India,  and  other  parts 
of  the  world  j  and  the  former  years  of  famine,  toil,  and  diffi* 
culty,  were  now  exchanged  for  yeais  of  plenty,  ease,  and  plea* 
sure. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  ships,  informttiOQ 
was  received  of  a  most  inhuman  murder  haWng  been  peipe- 
ttated  on  the  body  of  a  settler's  wife,  at  the  district  of  the 
Ponds.  A  female  neighbour  was  accused  by  an  accomplice 
of  having  committed  thb  diabolical  act,  for  the  purpose  of 
enriching  herself  with  the  property  which  she  knew  this  un« 
fortunate  woman  had  in  her  house.  She  was  immediately 
apprehended,  and  som^  part  of  the  money  found  upon  her^ 
which  left  little  doubt  but  the  avenging  arm  of  justice  would 
fall  upon  her  head. 

On  the  29th  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  and  the  Britan- 
nia hired  transport,  left  Port  Jackson.  They  were  to  touch 
at  Norfolk  island,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  Lieute- 
nant-Governor King,  who,  (torn  a  long  state  of  ill-health,  had 
found  himself  compelled  to  apply  for  leave  to  return  to  Eng- 
land. 

Mr  Collins  has  presented  us  with  the  following  accurate 
account  of  the  state  of  this  settlement  in  August,  1796:«>« 

Salt  pravisiom  and  grain  in  store : 

To  last  at  the  established  Ration. 
Qaality.  Weeks.  Days. 

Beef,         ..  ..  ..31        1 

Pork,         ..  ..         ..44        6 


Total  of  salt  meat     76       0 


Pease,  • .  ^ .  . .  22  0 

Wheat,  ..  ..  .  29  1 

Muze,  .  •  « •  41  4 

Sugar,  • »  •  •  • .  4  0 
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3b  e&mane  this  quaniiiy  qffood^  there  were  viOueXei 
At  Sydney.         . .  . .         2219 

At  Paramatta,     .  •  .  •  965 

At  the  Hawkesbury  .  •  454 

Making  a  total  of  3636 
There  were  321  people  off  the  public  stores ;  which,  added* 
to  the  3638  who  were  victualled  gave  a  geoeral  total  of  3959 
persons  in  the  diflerent  settlement^  of  all  descriptions  and 
^es ;  not  including  those  at  Norfolk  Iriand,  in  which  settle- 
ment  were  889  persons.  To  which  add  3959  persons  in 
New  South  Wales,  there  was  found  4848  persons  under 
the  British  government,  in  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies. 

The  following  were  the  prices  of  various  articles,  as  they 
were  sold  at  Sydney  about  the  time  the  ships  sailed,  viz.— 


STOCK. 

Cows,  807. 
Horses,  90/. 
Sheep,  7/*  10s« 
Goats,  4/. 
Turkeys,  1/.  Is. 
Geese,  I/.  Is. 
Fowls,  full  grown,  5s. 
Dueks,  5s. 

PROVISIONS. 

Fresh  pork,  Is.  Sd.  per  Ib^ 

Mutton,  28. 

Goat,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Kangooroo,  6d. 

Fish,  Sd. 

Eggs,  2s.  per  dozen 

Salted  pork,  Is.  per  lb. 

Salted  beef,  8d.  ditto. 

Potatoes,  1 2s.  per  cwt. 

Ditto,  3d.  per  lb. 

Flour,  7id. 

Wheat  meal  (sifted)  4^d. 

Ditto,  (unsifted)  3  jd. 


Wheat,  1 2s.  per  bushel. 
Bariey,  lOs.  per  ditto. 
Pease,  78*  ditto.  • 
Maize,  5s.  ditto. 
Ditto  ground,  8s.  do. 
Cheese,  3s.  per  lb. 
Butter,  3s.  ditto. 
White- wine  vinegar,  6s.  a  gaL 

GROCERIES. 

Hyson  tea,  \L  4s.  per  lb. 

Cofiee,  2s.  ditto. 

Sugar,  (soft)  Is.  ditto. 

Soap,  2s.  ditto. 

Virginia  leaf  tobacco,  5s.  do. 

Brazil,  (roll)  7s.  do. 

Black  pepper,  4s.  db. 

Ginger,  3s.  do. 

Pipes,  1/.  lOs.  per  gross. 

WINE  AND  SPIRITS. 

Red  port,  5s.  per  bottle. 
Madeira,  4s.  do. 
Cape  wine,  3s.  do. 
Rum,  5s.  do. 
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Giii,fo.  do.  Cdfiiti^  firiBltci  cldfi«X)tfl^'l/. 

B«er  made  at  Sydo^y^  Is.  6d*   Silk  baadkercbie£9».}2|i»  ifn^ . . 

INDIA  GQOIXS.  SNOLI$H  q90jp9^     .    ^ 

Long  cloth,  from  3s.  to  Cs,,  Black  Wts,  from! Si,  to  &/♦ 
peryard.  '    '  Shoes,  from  9s.  tt>  138.  pet 

OiUioods,  ftom   Is.*  €d.  fo  0s.       pair.  ' 

tik).ditlD. CpHaastoklnga,  ifiMJa  A,t» 

Mttslipayficom  7s«1<^l?4*d<H        429»    ;     ..;  .,  ,    ..   . ,       > 

NankocDy  lQs..pqr  pieqp.  WxiUDg  papi^O  ^s.  p^  <l^W., 

The  beer  mentioned  m  the  prece<fing  account  as  b^ihg 
made  at  Sydney,  was  hrewed  from  India  com,  prop'cirly  malted^ 
and  hittered  with  the  Reaves  ^d  stalks  of  the  loye-apple^ 
(Lyoopersicyih),  a  species  of  ;soTapum,  or,  as  H  was'  ipore 
commonly  called!  in  the  ^et^ement,  the  Cape  gooseberry  | 
whidh  was  found'  to  succeed  so  well,  that  a  building. proper 
for  the  business  was  erected  by  an  individudiata  considerable 
expence. 

At  this  time  the  following  prices  were  demanded  and  paid 
for  labour  and  work  done  at  Sydney  and  the  ditfqrent  settle- 
ments, viz. — 

.V 

A  caipenter,  for  a  day's  work, 

A  labourer  for  ditto, 

For  clearing  an  acre,  of  (j^upd^  |  •  . 

For  breaking  up  an  acre  of  ground^ 

For  threshing  a  htisbelof  whcfit, , '; 

>Fagi^pingniNr»tpf:wrtoit»    .  t    . 

•  Ft>r  making  a  pair  of  tn'^n's  shoes,  '  *" 

For  making  a  pair  of  women's  shoes, 
.  F0rmkiQg«fP9t» '.  .1.   ..      .-..••.  :.• 

Fq^mkm9it(m^,  .1  v4  .... 

Fpr^!$mil9V^Aw^99M9  fait  M^  a|ui 

21 
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Tbe  want  of  acveiBl  piiblf o  bttttdings  in  die  setdement  hJiiS 
already  been  mentioiied.  To  this  want  most  be  added^  as  ab- 
solttteiy  necesMiry  to  the  irelUbeinj;  and  eomfort  of  the  set- 
tlers, an  well  as  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  general,  that 
of  a  public;  storcy  to  be  opened  on  a  plan,  though  not  exactly 
the  same,  yet  as  liberal  at  that  of  ibe  Maud  of  St.  HdciM; 
whflie  4be  East JMia  Company  issue  lo  thek  own  scrrsmts 
European  and  India  goods,  at  10  per  cent,  advance  oi»  the 
prime  cost.  Considering  the  ioimenae  distance  of  R>rt  Jmck^ 
son  from  England,  a  greater  advance  would  be  necessarjr; 
and  tlie  settlers  and  others  would  be  well  content,  and  tbiDk 
ft  equally  liberal  to  pay  50  per  cent,  advance  on  the  prinae 
cost  t>f  all  goods  sent  from  England;  for  at  this  time  thejr 
paid  never  less  than  one  hundred,  and  frequently  one  thou^ 
ixnd  per  cent,  on  what  they  had  occasion,  to  purebase«  It 
might  be  objected,  th&t  governmeot  would  not  choose  to  open 
an  account,  and  be  concerned  in  the  retail  of  goods;  but  any 
individual  would  find  it  to  his  interest  lo  do  this,  partitrularly 
if  assisted  by  government  in  the  freight,  and  tbe  inbabitaDts 
wbiild  gladly  prefer  the  manufactures  of  their  own  country,  to 
the  sweepings  of  the  Indian  bazars. 

;»     r      •    •.    . .  .       -     •• 

i}     \    ''        .  .         .  .  .  /  - 

•    '  C^IAP.   3CXII. 

{)     •     (        . .        :-  .... 

ActKityi«f  Ae  Go\Tmor~Two*MntJeMWmiTn?ftcd--*l%ftig3«r  of  the 
S^tU^fs  af  the  Riv€r— Bennilloni^'elBtfn^  the  l^vflMiaB'af  4iie  €ay 
veraor-— Houwi.  na<ib«red.atnj^iw^iqiwoctt.tp|ii4»d  stSjiiw||' 
Proceedings  of  the  Criminal  Court — Executioas — ^Mai^,|iuiig  in. 
QiaiiM  fr^hten  die  natives^A  ;^ner^  ^MusUi-r^S,t»v^  nuisder  m, 
(5'irl.  * 

Ik  a^'setMement  which  was  still  in  a  ghnit  mhisvti^  dep^n* 
daUt  upon^he  mother  country  for  food,  it  miglit  hi^ 'been 
Supposed  thKlttie  coiiviets*  would  have  endeavoured  by  tteir 
<<wn  iadttstty  lohavie  iner<5Uwd,  ra(tt«#>fhaa-by  robbeiy  and 
fnukbltt  hav^  lts$etied,  the^m«a«s;  oi  'theil -svpport ;  ImI  fitf 
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tiK>  numy  of  tbem  wen  mart  faioomgiUy  fl^plio^ 
termiued  tke  Goremor  to  proceed  with  activity  in  rectifying 
the  ahoses  that  had  irapeioeptibly  crept  int»the  ookNiy .  Ac- 
oonfingtothb  plan,  lie  began  by  arranging  the  mutter  liatl 
that  had  ktely  been  taken ;  in  which  many  impositions  were 
detected,  and  the  delmqtients  ordered  to  labour,  after  having 
inflicted  on  them  such  punishments  as  their  respective  oCr 
ftnces  seemed  to  demand :  by  this  circumstBnce  he  was  'ena« 
Med  to  recover  at  least  one  hundred  men  for  government 


Esehisive  of  the  advantage  which  attended  the  recruiting 
•f  the  public  gaugs  in  this  way,  another  point  was  established 
by  this  examination,  the  discovering  of  several  who  had  been 
victualled  horn  the  stores  beyotid  the  period  (eighteen  months) 
v^iieh  had  been  fixed,  and  considered  by  government  as  a 
sufficient  time  to  enable  an  industrious  man  to  provide  for 
himself. 

.Directing  his  attention  also  to  the  mosality  of  the  settle- 
ment, a  point  which  he  could  not  venture  to  premise  himself 
he  should  speedily  attain,  he  issued  some  necessary  orders 
/or  enforcing  attendance  on  divine  service,  and  had  the  mtis> 
faction  of  seeing  the  sabbath  better  observed  than  it  had  been 
for  some  time  past* 

On  the  IGtb,  some  people  who  went  to  cut  wood  at  the 
North  Shore  found  a  man's  hat,  and  a  krge  hammer  lying  by 
it.  One  side  of  the  hat  had  apparently  been  beaten  in  with 
the  hammer,  which  was  bloody ;  and  much  blood  was  also 
fouod  in  the  hat,  as  well  as  about  the  spot  where  it  was  dis^ 
covered.  It  was  conjectured,  that  a  man  who  had  been  work* 
ing  there  with  some  carpenters  tools  had  been  murdered ; 
and  upon  its  being  made  known  to  the  Governor^  several  per- 
sons were  sent  to  search  for  the  body,  which  was  found  thrown 
over  the  cliffy  and  near  the  water  side*  The  scull  was  found 
beaten  in,  which  had  doubtless  qccasKHied  his  death. 

This  shocking  circumstance  was  followed  shortly  after  by 
another  equally  atrocious:  a  murder  which  was  committed 

21  2 
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1^  a  ni  Ai  M  tbe  pa^dn  jof  a  tMnan  wkh.wboQi.  b6  4 
it  appealed  that  tbej  had  bodi  been  intoxioatad,  .and  iaad 
quiuriielkd  eo  tbe  mgiK  pveoedMir  the  jpitiiHlar^   Thm^ 
the  fifth  oiroiHastiiioeiQfilie  kind  wbiah  tedoaaivrai  ^ 
the  test  twidve  iiioQftba ;  - ftiid .  ao  e^aajiwci^.4hrtidaDiid.v 
<hi$  piseplei  Jhat  it  «m  scarcely  pw«iUaLli>«btaia 
pfooftoeopivictdieoffiuider»  ^  t 

Ffom  the  aooeMioa  of  annbers  l»4iepihliefiim^r<lM 
dUbrent  -works  in  hand  at  Sfdaef  and  Panraaiattarimit  vmi^ 
pidly  on ;  among  thesey  was  the  erection  of  a  granary,  seniaa^*^ 
two  feet  in  IctigAk,  aad  twemty-tiro  in  bmdik 
likewise  sent  sound  to  the  Uawhesburyi  fiar  varisin  i 
such  l»  tinihet, .  shngles,  aad  gma.  It  hasteegAaiwi^  in 
the  precedn^  acisoticit  of  tbb  eolmiy,  that  the  faoBB  a|Mi  idie 
fertiiehaakftof  tbat.river  were suparioi^^  poiot  mt'w^^m 
any  near  the>pfiBcipal  settlfoncnt^  and  tl)at;  haA Aey^^heOTi 
in  tlie  hands  of  good  and  industrious  characters^  they  .wmdd 
hiiTe  pftttdaoed  ^modaac  orops,  aadeomhed'theif  omiers. 
But  every  day's  eaperiance  evinced^  that  the  people  thua  Um*^ 
tunately -situated  werO)  unluckily,  soase  of  the  flMistprnffsaAe 
wretches  in  die  aoloof ;  and  their  distance  fioaa  thC'iaNDedi* 
ate  seat,  of  goreraaunt  added  much  to  the  incoriveonaee. 
Such  of  these  farms  as  were  situated  oo  the  kiw  gnaiads  were 
often  fboad  overflowed  after  very  heavy  falls  of  nin ;  hut  th» 
circumstance -was  no  way  iajuiious  to  the  rfaraisr^' unless  it 
happened  when  >the  grain  was  ripening. 

Amoag  other,  kand  atvangements  which  taok  phns^'aDd 
were  extremely  titefelp  must  be  peckoned  the  mnaboriag  at 
the  houses  of  the  towns  of  Sydney  and  PaiyaaDatt%  and  divide 
iog  th^ro  into  portions  s  ^ith  a  principal  inhabitant  at  die 
head  of  each  dlviskiB»  who^wias  charged  <wilh  the'peastt  and 
good  ^der  ^  the  distviett hi  whteh  he  lived. 

BenoiHoagy  who:had  fetomed  to  atl  ^e  habks  of  ^tagtt 
life,  cUiiniedtheprdieetionof  the'Governorfpoai  themenaeea 
of  sev^nd  of  his  oountrymeti,  who,  he  with  much  a^talisD  in- 
foMaad^biaoy  Had  ^asenitded  in  a  coasideftibk  bo^yosar  tl^e 
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UtekfieUB,lolieiBirakfcrhi]fa;  abd^viiere;if pMibfe; ttef 
meaBttokiU  hifltt^  liehflfviDg,  al  thej  svspeoted^  ikHled  a  man 
ne«r  Botany  Bcqr,  This  he  ^oAdnif  ihAed  imritig  dm^ 
jand  llie  Galwmr  diapateied  Um  #o  tkfr  plaoc^  Ijuatd^dbf 
«oaie  of  the  nililaiy,  iriiere  he  exphdaad  ^  faiatcodntrymen 
that  heiMJ  mt  kittad  the  noiaa  in  quistibn,  ^r  any  nan ;  -  ad 
that  the  soMiem  were  sent  with  innr,  totcoiiaiiibeidiem  'that 
the  CfOfenor^wofMavt  avAr  hhn,  Us  oh^fflend'anfl  MHo^^ 
v^ytsger  <it>ntfiMil  iie  reaaenbeied  diat'BetBiillang  v^tumed 
firmn  England  widi  ihe  Ocpvernar),  todbe  itt^tneatedhy  thenii 
on  any  fkbeptalenoe;  and  that  fcewaBdetrisniaAi'ilo  drire 
cillery  nattveaimyfiom  Sydney  wlM>ahonhlatfleni^k^.  This 
threat  had  its  eftct.  Mtfiy  of  ftem  were  nmolr  ^rmed 
when  they  ntmih  ndiatmanner  and  by  whom  BknttUnng  Ivas 
nttended ;  and  to  bedriwNi fronkaplaee  whenoe'tfatTyiderived 
so  'many' comforts,  and  *80  mueh  shelter  in  had  weadi'er,  would 
ham  been  sererriy  felt  by  them. 

.  In  the  £nt  part  of  October  the  weadier  had  been  tmiimtir- 
nble;  hut  about  the  middle  some  showers  fcU  fery  seasona^ 
biy  for  the  harvest. 

Norember  opened  with  the  anival  of  die  Prince  of  Wales, 
victoalter,  ftnoi  England.  She  bad  sailed'tn  company  witjh 
the  Sylph,  whieh  also  had  proriaions  for  the  settlement  on 
board,  bat  which  did  not  arrive  nntil  the  l/th. 

The^Befa)  regulation  of  ntmbertng  Ac  diflerent  hotses  in 
the  town  of  Sydney,  parttcularly  those  in  the  occupation  of 
the  eonnets,  was  fbUon^  up  by  another  equally  servicerirfe, 
which  directed  the  inhabitants  of  each  foiir  diraiottsof  the 
town  (for  in  that  number  it  was'  portioned  off),  to  aseet,  and 
from  amo^^  themsdves  elect  three  of  th6  most  decent  and 
respeolabie  dMnncters,  who  were  to  be  mfptor&i  by  the  Go 
vemor,  and  were  to  serve  for  the  ensiling  year  as  Walchmei^ 
for  the  purpose  of  enforoing  a  (iroper  attention  to  the  good 
Older  and  tranquiUtty  of  iheii^  respeofrre  difisions. 

Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  hi^mg  been  dnrected  to  officiate  as 
Jndge  Advocate  of  the  eokoy,  in  the  absence  of  Mr  CaUins^ 
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who  iMd  Mcif  tbat  kitoatioii  sboe  die  firai  esMBAmmt  of 
ihe  settlement,  and  wbo  bed  new  proceeded  to£pglftiid«  a 
criminil  court  was  held  on  the  2Sd,  when  sentence  of  dcstk 
was  iMised  upon  eight  prisoners  who  were  capitally  ocmvicTted; 
onei  of  the  murder  of  the  man  whose  body  had  been  found  en 
the  north  shore  in  tlie  hurt  month,  and  seven  of  robbfai^  tliie 
publie  store-hottse  at  Sydney  and  the  setdemeot  at  tbe 
Hawkesbnry.    IW  others  were  found  guHty  of  mamlanghter. 

Of  these  miserable  people  fivn  wem  executed,  pursuant  to 
the  sentence  of  the  court.  Tbe  public  justice  of  tbe  coantiy 
being  satisfied,  the  Governor  extended  the  hand  of  mercy  to 
the  remaining  three  who  had  been  condemned  to  amStr^  by 
grantti^;  them  a  conditional  pardon, 

•   The  court  having  ordered  that  Fmncis  Moiigtti  should  be 
hung  in  chains  npon  the  small  island  which  is  situated  in  tbe 
middle  of  the  harbour,  and  named  by  the  natives  Mal-tt'-wfti-ye, 
a  gibbet  was  accordingly  erected,  and  he  was  placed  thcie, 
exhibiting  an  olgect  of  much  greater  terror  to  the  natives, 
than  to  the  white  people,  many  of  whom  were  -more  iacliued 
to  make  a  jest  of  it;  but  to  the  natives  bis  appearance  was  90 
frightful— his  clothes  shaking  in  the  wind,  and  tbe  cf«aking 
of  his  irons,  added  to  tlieir  superstitious  ideas  of  ghosts  (for 
these  children  of  ignorance  imagined  that,  like  a  ghost,  this 
man  might  have  the  |)ower  of  taking  hold  of  them  by  the 
throat),  all  rendering  him  such  an  abirming  obgect  to  them, 
that  they  never  trusted  themselves  near  lum,  nor  near  tbe 
spot  where  he  hung,  which  until  that  time  Imd  ever  been  wiali 
them  a  favourite  phice  of  resort. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  a  general  muster  of  all  descrip^ 
tions  of  people  took  place  over  every  part  of  the  colany  mt  tlie 
same  hour;  for  it  had  been  found,  that  in  mustering  one  dm- 
Irict  at  a  time,  a  deceptkm  had  been  successfully  pmctineci^ 
by  some  running  from  one  place  to  another,  and  answering  to 
their  names  at  each,  thereby  dmwing  provisions  from  both 
stores,  having  prevk>usly  impose^  themselves  on  the  respec- 
tive storekeepers  as  belonging  to  their  district,    llus  could 
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oof,  indeed,  htve  Ion;  continued,  if  the  storekeepers  had 
been  pvoperly  Uttentive  to  the  directions  which  they  received  | 
but  it  was  almost  impossihle  to  guard  against  the  artful  and 
well-contrived  deceptions  which  these  people  were  constantly 
playing  off,  to  impose  upon  propriety,  regulatioo,  and  good 
order. 

It  was  olMerved  with  regret,  that  the  savage  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  instead  of  losing  any  part  of  their  native  ferocity 
of  manners  by  an  intercourse  with  the  Europeans  among 
whom  they  dwelt,  seemed  rather  to  delight  in  exhibiting 
themselves  as  monsters  of  the  greatest  cruelty,  demd  of  rea-- 
son,  and  guided  solely  by  the  impulse  of  the  worst  of  passions : 
a  striking  proof  of  this  was  given  by  their  conduct  to  a  little 
native  girl  of  seven  years  old,  whom  they  inhumanly  murder^ 
ed.  'l^e  father  and  mother  of  this  poor  child  belonged  to  a 
party  of  natives  who  had  committed  so  many  depredations 
upon  the  settlers  at  the  Hawkcsbury,  attended  with  such  acts 
of  cruelty,  as  to  render  them  extremely  formidable :  inso- 
much that  ft  btcfame  necessary  to  send  ad'  armed  p^rty  in 
pursuit  of  them'.  They  were  soon  found,  and,  being  fired 
upon.  The  parcrifs  of  this  little  female  were  among  those  who 
frlf .  She  was  with  them  flt  th^  time,  and  readily  accompanied, 
our  people  to  the  settlement,  where  she  was  received.  Being 
a  well-disposed  child,  she  soon  became  a  great  favourite  at 
Gorernihefit-hous^,  where  she  resided.  This,  arid  her  being 
a  tiatlve  of  lhe  Country  of  Broken  Bay,  excited  the  jealousy 
of  some  of  the  natives  who  lived  at  and  about  Sydney,  which 
manifested  Itself '  Wi'  thieir  puttihg  her  to  death  in  the  most 
cruel  manner.  Tite  body  was  fodnd  in  the  woods,  speared  in 
several  places,  and  with  both  the  arms  cut  oif ;  whence  it  was 
taken  to  Sydney  and  buried.  The  Governor  was  much  in- 
censed at  this  inhuman  act,  and,"  could  he  have  discovered 
tfie  offenders,  would  have  scveiely  punished  them  j  but  they 
bad  Withdrawn  into  the  woods. 

The  weather  during  the  month  had  been  very  bad ;  heavy 
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ttbta  fwnSiae,  with  Ikulder  aa4  lightninf ,  ukd  wind  straog 
«t««0t»  whi^  greatly  retarded  the  getliais-io«f  dwhin«u 


CHAR  xxni. 

The  Go^vcqiqr  visits  Richmood.  HillT--WIi^t  BumI;— Eausf^tnov  m 

-  Botany  Bay — lixcessive  heat  of  tlie  weather  in  Janu^ry-^A  mimbcr 

or  men  not  victualled  by  Govern mentr—l*h^  Natives  attack  the 

?'  S^ai^n^-Thttisaeliona  iii  Marclh— K^rt  n^ived  of  a  white  Woman 

beiig  fiMCh  thtf  Native»-*lJmpostttDns  of .  the .  pablie  BQbei>— The 

,;Wca<h«iv   .,;.......'. 

^  'jtifis  Go^eraofir  idwiiy^  an^ipusi  to  promote  the  footl  cf  tke 
seftkmeDt  by  everjr  |ne«D|a  iu  his  p^wer,  havixig  detcnaiaed 
to  vbM  f(t  tlnkt  s^UBQD.  tbepajt  of>  it  wfiicb  was  sknated  on  the 
bank^  of  the  Hawkesbury^  set  off  toward?,  the  latter  -end  of 
Decjefljlhcifi  with  ^  party  of  .officers,  b^  Iwidj  to  firokm  Buy^ 
wh^t'e  t&i^y.gqt  <|tp  board  ^be  Colonial  ^o^hf^fmcjf^MA  conned 
ini^r  two.days^sailiQj[j^  ifp  that^pfeaaaut  r^fer;  bat  finding 
ber  pr^ess  too^aiow^if  tbey  qi^tud.b^r  for  najne  boiM^^which 
had  a«toi9ip4nied  the^paj^rand  by  the  ^nd  of.fbe  nwttb  .had 
rieaclied  as.',l)lgfa  up  as  ^n^  farms  which  had  late^-heea 
evacuated  in  consoijuen^  of  the  dep|re4[ati^  that  the  ownero 
of  thenv  had'heeh  expoifd  to  frpiifthiq^A^ia^YHia parties  of 
natives.  The  groun4  rh^reabout  w^  ^i5areft4]|y  jgnmpinf4^  ^ 
aee  \i  it  wouldftdmit  such  a  nunp^bef:  of.  ai^^,as  inigbtbe 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  jmutiial  prgjiiftioQ;  hutitwip 
found  inadequate  to  that  end>  the  limits  of  jton  the  ^mka  of 
the  river,  where  the  soU  wasgood^  being-^uqh  t^  Ji^Qpov; 

On  the  first  of  January^  1797)' the  (joveipior  badieadied 
the  principal  settlement^  haviog  occasionally  lapd84  t0  es*. 
amine  into  the  state  of  the  different  i^ms»  as  well  aa  to^fMle 
disputes  relative  to  pioperty^and  adj^ustdiffiBrencus  hetnmi 
t^e  settlers  and  their  hired  servants. 
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Having  had  previous  notice,  a  general  muster  of  these  peo* 
pie  took  place ;  when  many  impositions  were  found  to  be  still 
practised :  after  rectifying  which,  the  Governor  reminded 
several  of  the  farmers  that  they  were  considerably  indebted 
to  the  public  store  for  the  seed  from  which  their  present 
abundant  crops  Iiad  been  produced,  and  directed  that  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  that  which  they  had  borrowed  should  forthwith 
be  repaid.  This  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  insist  upon,  as 
there  were  but  very  few  among  them  who  would  have  been 
found  with  principle  sufficient  to  have  done  it  of  their  oVrn 
accord. 

Before  the  party  returned,  they  ascended  Richmond-hill, 
on  the  summit  of  which  a  large  smoke  was  made  at  noon ;  at 
the  same  time  a  similar  smoke  was  made  on  Prospect  Hill, 
which  was  very  distinctly  seen,  and  its  bearings  taken,  to 
ascertain  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  hills.  This  bearing, 
which  was  S.  35  deg.  CX>  min.  E.  by  compass,  gave,  with  the 
latitude  observed  on  each,  the  distance  between  the  two  hills 
about  e^teen  miles  in  a  direct  line. 

By  this  beuiog,  should  there  be  occasion  hereafter,  a  road 
through  the  woods,  from  the  Head  of  the  Hawkesbury,  might 
be  cut  IB  the  shortest  and  most  direct  way  to  Parramatta* 

At  the  head  of  this  river,  and  upon  the  banks  of  that  named 
the  Nepean,  there  was  known  to  be  a  track  of  excellent  land, 
as  rich  as  amy  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury  which  was 
then  under  cultivation,  and  where,  at  some  future  period,  a 
settlement  might  be  advantageously  established. 

The  Gd^ernor,  on  reaching  T>Dongabbe,  had  the  mortifica- 
tion of  seeing  a  stack  containing  eight  hundred  bushels  of 
wheat  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the  country  round  this  place 
everywhere  in  flames :  unfortunately,  ihuch  wheat  belonging 
to  Government  was  stacked  there.  The  fire  had  broke  out  in 
the  efening;  the  wind  wfts  high,  the  night  extremely  dark, 
and  the  James  hadmcnmted  to  the  very  tops  of  the  lofty  woods 
that  surrounded  a  field  called  the- Ninety  Acres,  in  which 
were  several  stacks  of  wheat.    The  appearance  was  alarming, 
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and  the  noise  occasioned  b^  the  high  wind^  and  the  eradLfing 
of  die  flames  among  the  trees,  contributed  to  render  the 
scene  truly  awfuU 

It  beouue  necessary  to  make  every  efifort  to  save  this  fidd 
and  its  contents.  The  jail-gang,  who  worked  in  irons,  were 
called  out,  and  told,  that  if  the  wheat  was  saved  by  their  ex* 
ertions,  their  chains  should  be  knocked  off.  By  providing 
every  man  with  a  large  bush,  to  beat  off  the  fire  as  it  approach- 
ed the  grain  over  the  stubble,  keeping  up  this  attentioQ  during 
the  night,  and. the  wind  becoming  moderate  towards  mornings 
the  fire  was  fortunately  kept  off;  and  the  promise  to  the  jail- 
gang  was  not  forfeited. 

Although  at  this  season  of  the  year  there  were  days  when, 
from  the  extreme  heat  of  the  atmosphere,  tlie  leaves  of  bhuxj 
culinary  plants  gnawing  in  the  gardens  were  reduced  to  a 
powder,  yet  there  was  same  ground  for  su(q>osiQg  that  tins  ac- 
cident had  not  arisen  from  either  the  heat  of  the  weather  or 
the  fire  in  the  woods.  The  grain  that  was  burnt  was  the  pro^ 
perty  of  Government,  and  the  destruction  made  room  for  as 
many  bushels  as  could  be  destroyed,  which  must  be  purchased 
from  the  settlers  who  had  wheat  to  sell.  If,  however,  this 
was  the  diabolical  work  of  designing  selfish  villains^  they  had 
art  enough  to  baffle  the  most  minute  inquiry, 

Oo  die  19th  of  the  month  the  Governor  went  on  an  excur- 
aion  to  Botany  Bay,  in  order  to  expk>re  George's  Biver  a<s  fiur 
up  as  was  practicable,  and  to  examine  the  soil  upon  its  banks, 
which  he  found  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  coosideimble  ex- 
tent. This  river,  which  was  observed  to  run  in  a  westerly 
direction  about  twenty-five  miles  up  fiom  Bptany  Bay,.wa8^ 
in  many  parts  of  its  branches,  exceedingly  pjjoturesque ;  and 
navigable  for  small  craft,  for  at  least  twenty  miles  up.  Some 
of  its  creeks,  or  branches,  reached  within  a  small  distance  of 
Prospect  HilL  Between  this  river  and  Parramatta,  the  Go- 
vernor, on  his  return,  travelled  through  a  thick  husky  wood, 
CDvexiog  an  excellent  soil. 
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Ereetmg  a  granaiy,  completing  a  wind-miUy  and  repairing 
the  public  roads,  formed  the  principal  works  during  January; 
in  which  the  weather  had  been  most  uncomfortably  hot,  ac- 
companied with  some  severe  thunder  storms,  during  one  of 
which  both  the  flag-staff  at  the  South  Head,  and  that  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Cove,  on  Point  Maskelyne,  were  shivered  to 
pieces  by  the  lightning.  The  vast  blazes  of  fire  which  were 
seen  in  every  direction,  and  which  were  freshened  by  every 
blast  of  wind,  added  much  to  the  sufibcating  heat  that 
prevailed. 

The  datives  excited  some  little  degree  of  curiosity  by  as« 
sembfing  in  the  beginmng  of  February  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
harbour;  whither  those  belonging  to  Sydney  immediately  re? 
paired,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  reported,  of  meeting  them  in 
fight ;  but  it  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  usual  cere- 
mony which  a  native  of  Broken  Bay  underwent,  of  having 
several  spears  tlirown  at  him,  for  having,  as  was  said,  killed  a 
person  belonging  to  Port  Jackson.  He  went  off  unhurt,  after 
sustainiog  the  appearance  of  much  nge  and  violence  from 
the  friends  of  (be  deceased. 

Some  heavy  rain  fell  most  seasonably  during  the  hitter 
part  of  the  month,  as  it«er¥ed  to  extinguish  the  still  gbwing 
ambers  of  the  vast  fires  which  had  surrounded  the  place,  and 
which,  being  scattered  over  the  country  every  dry  and  windy 
day,  occasioned  new  and  dreadful  conflagrations. 

It  appeared  by  the  books  in  which  were  entered  the  certl^ 
ficates  granted  to  the  convicts  who  had  again  become  free 
people,  that  there  were  at  this  time  not  less  than  600  men  off 
the  store ;  foiming  a  vast  deduotion  of  labouring  people  from 
the  public  strength,  and  adding  a  great  many  chances  against 
the  safety  of  public  and  private  properly,  as  well  as  personal 
security. 

Among  other  thefts  committed  during  March  was  part  of 
the  sails  belonging  to  the  mill.  Nothing  could  have  more 
iorciUy  marked  the  inherent  depravity  of  some  of  these  mis- 
creants }  for  this  machine  was  necessary  to  the  comfort^ 
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those  very  iocorrigiUe  vagabonds  who  liad  thus  te  a  lime 
prevented  its  beipg  of  use  to  themsdves  or  otheFS.  While 
the  Governor  was  endeavouring  to  guard  against  the  iDjuiies 
that  might  be  done  by  these  depredators,  and  such  as  these, 
the  settlers  found  themselves  obliged  to  assemble  for  die  pur- 
pose of  repelling  the  attacks  made  upon  them  by  the  natives. 
The  people  at  the  Northern  Farm  had  been  repeatedly 
plundered  of  their  provisions  and  cloajthing  by  a  large  body  of 
savages,  who  bad  recently  killed  a  man  and  a  woman.  Ex- 
asperated at  such  cruel  and  wanton  conduct,  they  armed  them- 
selves, and,  after  pui3uing  them  a  whole  night,  eame  up  with 
a  party  of  more  than  a  hundred,  who,  on  discovering  that  l|»ar 
pursuers  werte  armed,  fled ;  leaving  behifoid  them  a  quantity 
of  Indian  corn,  some  musket  balls,  and  other  things  which 
they  had  plundered.  They  contmued  to  follow,  and  traced 
them  as  far  as  the  outskirts  of  Parramatta.  Being  fatigiied 
with  their  march,  they  entered  the  town,  and  in  about  an 
hour  after  were  followed  by  a  large  body  ai  natives,  headed  by 
Pe*mul-wy,  a  riotous  and  troublesome  savage.  Hesewere 
known  by  the  settlers  to  be  the  same  who  had  so  frequently 
annoyed  them  ;  and  they  intended,  if  possible,  to  seise  upon 
Pe-mul-wy }  who,  in  a  great  rage,  threatened  to  spear  the 
first  man  that  dared  to  approach  him,  and  actually  did  tbraw 
a  spear  at  one  of  the  soldiers.  The  conflict  was  now  b^uti ; 
a  musket  was  levelled  at  the  principal,  which  severely  wound- 
ed him.  Many  spears  were  then  thrown,  and  one  waa  struck 
in  the  arm  ;  upon  which  the  superior  effect  of  the  fir&^rms 
was  shewn  them,  and  five  were  instantly  killed.  Unpleasant 
as  it  was  to  the  Governor,  that  tlie  lives  <^  so  many  of  these 
people  should  have  beeu  taken,  noother  courae  could  possibly 
be  pursued;  for  it  waa  their  custom,  when  they  found  them- 
selves more  numerous  and  better  armed  than  the  while  peo- 
ple, to  demand  with  insolence  whatever  they  deemed  proper; 
andy  if  refused,  to  have  Recourse  to  murder.  This  ^edc^  it 
was  hoped,  would  have  a  good  e^ct :  and  Pe-mu-wy,  who 
)md  received  seven  buck-shot  in  his  head  and  difiisrent  parts 
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of  faia  body,  was  taken  extremely  ill  to  the  hospital.  Tliis 
savage  was  first  known  in  the  settlement  by  the  murder  of 
John  M'lntire  in  the  year  1790;  sbce  which  he  had  been  a 
most  active  enemy  to  the  settlers,  plundering  them  of  their 
pioperty,  and  endangering  tlieir  personal  safety. 

During  March^  upwards  of  100  men  had  been  occupied  iu 
i^iculture  at  Toongabbe.  A  wind-mill  was  to  be  erected  at 
Parramatta,  where  the  stone-masons  and  carpenters  were  pre- 
paring the  materials.  At  Sydney,  a  gang  was  employed  in 
making  bricks,  where  were  also  completing  a  large  granary 
and  a  strong  log*prison.  All  the  public  brick  buildings 
were  likewise  undergoing  a  repair^  being  crumbling  into 
rains,  as  were  all  the  boats  belonging  to  Government :  a  new 
flag-staif  had  likewise  been  erected  at  the  South  Head.  The 
weather  had  for  the  greater  part  of  the  month  been  very  wet. 

Some  reports  having  again  been  circulated,  respecting  the 
akuation  of  Mary  Morgan,  the  woman  said  to  be  detaine4 
among  the  natives  to  the  southward  of  Broken  Bay,  a  bpat, 
with  some  people  who  had  volunteered  their  service,  was  s^nt 
to  the  north  part  of  that  harbour,  where  it  was  said  she  had 
been  lately  seen  with  some  of  her  black  friends.  The  people 
were  directed,  if  possible,  to  bring  her  away,  unless  she.prcr 
ferred  the  life  tliat  she  then  led ;  upon  which  more  than  three 
years'  experience  would  certainly  enable  her  to  decide.  They 
were  absent  about  ten  days,  and  returned  without  success,  not 
even  having  heard  any  thing  of  her.  Though  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine  to  what  purpose  the  story  of  this  woman's 
existence  among  the  natives  luid  been  twice  fabricated,  yet 
that  it  had  been  a  mere  fabrication  from  the  first  was  evident. 

In  consequence  of  some  complaints  which  were  laid  before 
the  Governor,  relative  to  exorbitant  demands  made  by  tlie 
public  bakers  upon  those  who  had  occasion  to  employ  them, 
and  of  the  impositions  practised  as  well  in  the  quality  as  in 
the  quantity  of  the  bread  returned  in  lieu  of  the  flour  or  grain 
delivered  to  them ;  the  Judge  Advocate  and  two  other  magis- 
jtnttes  were  directed  to  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  oi  in- 
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quiriog  into  the  business,  as  well  as  for  ezasuniag  and  regit* 
lating  the  weights  iind  measures  which  were  at  that  time  in 
use  in  the  colony.  An  order  was  at  the  same  time  issued 
recommending  to  the  settlers  of  every  district,  that,  as  mueh 
pains  had  been  taken  to  establish,  agreeably  tp  their  wishes, 
the  rate  of  wages  paid  for  all  kinds  of  labour,  they  should  now 
attend  strictly  to  this  regulation.  There  were  reasons  for 
suspecting  that,  notwithstanding  the  bond  which  they  had 
entered  into,  rigidly  to  adhere  to  the  regulations  which  had 
been  established  for  their  benefit,  some  among  them  were  ao 
very  deficient  in  honest  principles  as  to  attempt  by  various 
means  to  evade  the  regulatwn,  to  the  great  injury  of  other 
more  industrious  and  more  honourable  men.  In  order  the 
more  readily  to  detect  a  practice  so  shameful  and  iniquitous, 
the  Governor  judged  it  requisite  to  hold  out  a  reward  to  those 
who  would  come  forward  and  give  such  information  as  should 
be  sufficient  to  prove  the  offence,  by  oflering  one-third  of  the 
sum  forfeited  to  the  informer.  The  settlers  were  also  called 
upon  to  give  information  of  any  labouring  man  who,  on  offer- 
ing himself  for  hire,  should  refuse  to  accept  the  regulated 
wages. 

The  natives  at  the  Hawkesbury  were  in  the  month  of  April 
again  very  troublesome.  After  plundering  one  settler  of  all 
that  they  could  carry  away,  they  burned  his  dwelling-house 
and  a  stack  of  wheat. 

On  the  21st,  as  much  wheat  as  the  public  granaries  at 
Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  could  contain,  hav- 
ing been  received,  they  were  closed  until  the  month  of 
August  following,  t 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  Governor,  accom- 
panied by  some  gentlemen  of  the  settlement,  set  ofi*  from  Par- 
ramatta, on  an  excursion,  in  which  he  meant  to  obtain  some 
knowledge  of  the  ground  between  Duck  River  and  George*s 
River,  with  respect  both  to  its  quality  and  quantity.  Thk 
tract  was  walked  over,  and  much  excellent  land  was  found, 
well  provided  with  fresh  water  in  chains  of  large  deep  ponds^ 
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On  thb  gnmnd  some  of  the  marine  corps,  having  completed 
their  service,  were  desirous  of  being  settled.  Thence  the 
GoverDor  and  his  party  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  stopped 
at  a  point  near  Botany  Bay,  where  they  met  with  several 
parties  of  natives,  among  whom  was  Pe-mul-wy,  who,  having 
perfectly  recovered  from  his  wounds,  had  escaped  from  the 
hospital  with  an  iron  about  his  leg.  He  saw  and  spoke  with 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  party ;  enquiring  of  him  if  the 
Governor  was  angry,  and  seemed  pleased  at  being  told  that 
he  was  not ;  notwithstanding  which,  there  could  be  but  little 
doubt  that  his  savage  brutal  disposition  would  manifest  itself 
whenever  excited  by  tlie  appearance  of  an  unarmed  man. 

Puring  the  month  of  April,  a  tree  was  for  the  first  time 
observed  growing  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  the  bark 
of  which,  when  soaked  in  water,  aqd  beaten,  was  found  to  be 
as  good  as  hemp  for  cordage ;  spinning  easily,  and  being  re- 
markably strong,  lliis  tree  grew  from  fifty  to  seventy  feet 
hi^h  ;  its  diameter  was  ftom  the  smallest  size  to  a  foot,  and 
it  appeared  to  be  of  quick  growth.  ^  This  was  rather  a  fortu- 
nate discovery ;  for  every  kind  of  cordage  belonging  to  the 
settlement  was  wholly  expended. 

Muqh  rain  had  follen  during  the  month ;  and  on  the  mom- 
iog  of  the  27th  a  heavy  squall  of  wind  came  on,  which,  for 
want  of  pioper  care  on  the  part  of  those  at  tiie  wind-mill,  set 
it  a-going  in  so  violent  a  manner,  that  while  flying  round  with 
great  vekxiity,  a  running  stone  was  brdcen  to  pieces }  one  of 
wbich  so  severely  wounded  the  mill-wright  that  his  life  was 
despaired  of . 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 

Natives — Shipwreck — ^Danger  of  travelling  in  the  Woods — Arrirals 
from  home — Runaways — ^New  Gaol  completed — Coal  discovered — 
Bennillong — ^Boat  seized — ^Hunter  River  discovered — People  brought 
from  New  Zealand  to  Norfolk  Island. 

Notwithstanding  the  example  which  had  latelj  been 
made  of  the  natives,  they  were  again  exceedingly  tnMiblesome 
to  the  settlers,  wounding  their  persons  and  destroying  their 
property.  The  settlers  in  Lane  Cove  were  so  perpetually 
alarmed  by  them,  that  they  collected  their  whole  force,  and, 
a  few  soldiers  being  sent  to  their  assistance,  went  ont  in  the 
night ;  when,  being  directed  by  their  fires  to  the  place  where 
they  lay,  they  discovered  a  large  body  of  natives  collected,  no 
doubt  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  plundering  the  settlers. 
Being  unwilling  to  take  any  of  their  lives,  a  volley  of  mudc- 
etry  was  fired  over  their  heads,  which  so  alarmed  them,  that 
they  instantly  fled,  leaving  behind  them  their  spears,  &c. 

It  was  distressing  to  observe,  that  every  endeavour  to  civi- 
lize these  people  proved  fruitless.  Although  they  lived  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  different  settlements,  were  kindly  treat- 
ed, fed,  and  often  cloathed,  yet  they  were  never  found  to 
possess  the  smallest  degree  of  gratitude  for  such  fiivours. 
Even  Bennillong  was  as  destitute  of  this  qualily  as  the  most 
ignorant  of  his  countrymen.  It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that 
even  their  children,  who  had  been  bred  up  among  tlic  white 
people,  and  who,  from  being  accustomed  to  follow  their  man- 
ner of  living,  it  might  have  been  imagined,  would  be  little 
disposed  to  relish  the  life  of  their  parents,  when  grown  up, 
ha^e  quitted  their  comfortable  abodes,  females  as  well  as 
males,  and  taken  to  the  same  savage  mode  of  living,  where 
the  supply  of  food  was  often  precarious,  their  comforts  un- 
worthy to  be  called  such,  and  their  lives  perpetually  in  danger. 
As  a  proof  of  the  little  personal  safety  which  they  enjoyed,  a 
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young  woman,  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Ye-«ra*ni-be,  both  of 
whom  had  been  brought  up  in  the  settlement  from  their 
childhood,  was  cruelly  murdered  at  the  brick-fields  by  her 
husband,  assisted  by  another  native,  Cole-be,  who  first  beat 
her  dreadfully  about  the  head  (the  common  mode  of  chastising 
their  women),  and  then  put  an  end  to  her  existence  by  driving 
a  spear  through  her  heart* 

When  spoken  to^  or  censured,  for  robbing  the  maize 
grounds,  these  people,  to  be  revenged,  were  accustomed  to 
assemble  in  large  bodies,  and  burn  the  houses  of  the  settlers 
if  they  stood  in  lonely  situations,  frequently  attempting  to  take 
their  lives ;  yet  they  were  seldom  refused  a  little  com  when 
they  would  ask  for  it.  It  was  imagined  that  they  were  stimu- 
lated to  this  destructive  conduct  by  some  runaway  convicts, 
who  were  known  to  be  among  them  at  the  time  of  their  com- 
mitting these  depredations.  In  order  to  get  possession  of 
these  pests,  a  proclamation  was  issued,  calling  on  them  by 
name  to  surrender  themselves  within  fourteen  days;  declaring 
them  out-laws  if  they  refused ;  and  requiring  the  inhabitants, 
as  they  valued  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  settlement,  and 
their  own  security,  to  assist  in  apprehending  and  bringing 
them  to  justice.  The  Governed  also  signified  his  determina- 
tion, if  any  of  the  natives  were  taken  in  the  act  of  robbing  the 
settlers,  to  hang  them  in  chains  near  the  spot  as  an  example 
to  others.  Could  it  have  been  foreseen,  that  it  was  their 
natural  temper,  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  kept  them 
at  a  distance,  and  in  fear ;  which  might  have  been  effected 
without  so  much  of  that  severity  which  their  conduct  had 
sometimes  caused  to  be  exercised  toward  them.  But  the 
kindness  which  had  been  shewn  them,  and  the  familiar  inter- 
course with  the  white  pet^le  in  which  they  had  been  indulged, 
tended  only  to  make  them  acquainted  with  those  concerns  in 
which  they  were  the  most  vulnerable,  and  brought  on  all  the 
evils  that  they  suffered  from  them. 

On  the  IGth,  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  arrived  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.    She  had  met  with  much  bad  weather 
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on  her  plBsftgei  and  being  exceedingly  infirm,  her  pfonps  had 
been  kept  constantly  at  woilt.  This  ship  bnmgbt  Si  cows, 
5  mares,  and  27  ewe  sheep;  all  of  which  were  in  good  health : 
8  cows,  2  bulls,  and  18  sheep,  had  died. 

On  the  following  morning,  a  boat  whidi  had  been  fishing 
to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay  brought  up  to  the  settlement 
tlu«e  persons,  late  belongug  to  a  ship  called  the  Sydney  Cove, 
which  had  sailed  from  Bengal  with  a  oaigo  for  Pbrt  Jackson 
upon  speculation.    The  Governor  was  informed  by  the  mqier- 
eargo  (one  of  the  three  who  had  arrived),  that  the  ship  had 
sprung  a  dangerous  leak  before  she  had  rounded  the  South 
Cape,  which,  as  soon  as  they  had  got  to  the  eastward  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  coast,  increased  to  so  great  a  degree,  as 
to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  to  haul  in  for  land ;  which 
they  reached  but  just  in  time  to  ground  the  ship  when  she 
itaS  dropping  fhmi  under  them,  having  actually  sunk  down  to 
the  kite  channels  when  they  ran  her  upon  the  ground,  which 
lliey  did  on  an  island  in  lat.  40  deg.  S7  min.  soudi.    They 
met  with  this  misfortune  in  the  middle  of  February;  soon 
after  which  a  eeitain  number  of  them  reiolved  to  attempt 
reaching  Port  Jackson  in  the  ship's  hmg^boat,  leaving  the 
eMmiander  and  about  thirty  people  to  stay  by  the  wreA, 
The  boat  being  prepared,  seventeen  people  emhulted  in  her, 
and  sailed ;  but,  meeting  with  mudk  bad  weaAer,  they  were 
agttu  wtecked,  being  driven  on  shore  oh  the  eoast  near  Pdot 
Hicks.    Here  they  all  landed,  and  endeavoured  to  travel 
northward,  but  dropped  one  by  one,  and  lost  eaefa  other  daily, 
«ntil  the  number  was  reduced  to  five,  the  Aree  who  had  ar- 
rived (the  supercatgo,  a  sailor,  and  a  bttcar),  the  fim  mate  of 
the  ship,  who  had  undertaken  the  navigation  of  the  hmg  boat, 
and  the  carpenter.    These  two,  firom  excessive  fiitigae,  had 
been  unable  to  proceed  any  further,  and  had  stopped  the  day 
before  their  companions  in  this  miserable  joum^  had  been 
taken  up  by  the  fishing-boat. 

To  search  for  these  unfortunate  people,  a  whale  boat  was 
dispatched  the  following  day,  properly  provided  with  suck 
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eomforU  «s  wene  necessary  for  persons  in  tfadr  weak  and 
wietche4  oonditioo.  They  proceeded  to  the  spot  pointed  out 
by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  supercargo,  as  that  where  they  had  lost 
sight  of  their  compaoioDs^  bat  after  the  most  anxious  en* 
deavours  could  discover  only  some  trifling  articles,  which 
vere  known  to  have  been  in  their  possession ;  and  these  being 
bloody,  it  wap  conjectured  that  they  had  been  killed  in  their 
very  helpless  conditions  by  the  native^  whom^  in  the  course 
of  their  long  march,  they  had  fimnd  frequently  very  VinA^  and 
at  other  times  extremely  savage.  To  add  to  the  probability 
of  this  having  been  their  end,  Mr.  Clarke  mentioned  the 
morose,  unfeeling  disposition  of  the  carpenter,  who  often, 
when  some  friendly  natives  had  presented  him  with  a  few  fish, 
growled  that  they  had  not  given  him  all,  and  insisted,  that  be- 
cause they  were  black  fellows,  it  would  be  right  to  take  it  by 
foree.  By  some  ilUberal  and  intemperate  act  of  this  nature, 
ibeie  was  much  veason  to  believe  he  had  bioi]^ht  on  himself 
and  his  ill-firted  companion,  the  mate  (a  man  cast  in  a  gentler 
mould);  a  painful  and  premature  death. 

Mr.  Clarke,  and  the  two  other  people  who  arrived  with  him, 
were  very  much  exhausted*  and  could  not  probably  have 
borne  up  much  longer  against  the  toil  that  attends  tmvelling 
in  sttdi  a  country  as  the  unsettled  part  of  New  Holland  every 
vrkeie  pcesents.  All  possiUe  attention,  however,  being  paid 
to  tbeir  silu«tioD»  tfiey  quickly  recovered  their  strength  and 
apirks. 

Several  instances  have  already  been  given  of  the  danger 
and  difienlty  that  attended  travelling  through  the  woods ;  in 
which  many  people  have  either  wandered  titt  they  died,  or 
haiwe  bee*  assassinati^d  by  the  natives.  Every  caution  that 
fatHuni^  eoirid  suggest  bad  been  given ;  yet  even  at  thk  adr 
TVieed  period  of  the  setttement  an  instance  occurred  which 
jnoiredto  how  litde  purpose.  A  soldier,  who  had  taken  his 
>  in  a  boa(t  to  go  to  the  Hawkesbury»  prevailed  on  the 
ta  land  him  on  die  south  shore  of  Broken  Bay,  intending 
to  proceed  to  the  settlement  by  land ;  but  whkh  be  was  never 
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able  to  aecomplish.  Several  parties  were  sent  in  search  of 
him,  but  they  returned  unsuccessful,  and  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  of  his  end  having  been  truly  deplorable ;  as  was 
that  of  a  very  fine  girl  of  ten  years  of  age,  who  about  the 
same  time  was  burnt  to  death  by  a  stubble  field  having  taken 
fire  while  she  was  in  the  midst  of  it.  The  flames  were  so 
rapid,  that  she  was  unable  to  escape  from  them,  and  perished 
in  the  moi>t  extraordinary  and  terrible  manner. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  ship  Britannia  anchored  between 
the  heads  from  Ireland,  having  on  board  150  male  and  50 
female  convicts  from  that  kingdom,  with  an  officer  and  25 
recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  corps.  On  the  same  day 
the  colonial  Schooner,  and  a  long  boat,  sailed  to  the  sooth- 
ward,  to  bring  away,  the  remainder  of  the  ship's  company  be- 
longing to  the  unfortunate  Sydney  Cove. 

The  want  of  cordage  has  been  already  mentioned.  The 
settlement  was  likewise  so  much  distressed  for  canvas,  that 
the  largest  and  best  boat  in  it  was  useless  from  the  want 
of  sails. 

Very  little  rain  had  fallen  during  May. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  Ganges  arrived  from  Ireland,  with 
convicts  from  that  kingdom,  and  a  detachment  of  recruits  for 
the  New  South  Wales  corps.  These  convicts  appeared  in 
much  better  health  than  those  lately  arrived  in  the  Britannia; 
indeed,  the  latter  complained  so  much  of  having  been  Ul« 
treated  during  the  passage,  that  the  Governor  thought  it  right 
to  institute  an  enquiry  into  their  complaints  ;  when  it  appear- 
ed that  they  had  been  deserving  of  punishment,  but  that  it 
had  been  administered  with  too  much  severity,  in  the  opinion 
even  of  the  surgeon  who  was  present.  As  these  punishments 
had  been  inflicted  by  the  direction  of  the  master,  without  con- 
sulting any  of  the  officers  on  board  as  to  the  measure  of  them, 
he  was  highly  censured^  as  was  also  the  surgeon,  who  could 
stand  by  and  see  them  inflicted  without  remonstrating  with 
the  master;  which  he  declined  because  he  bad  not  been 
consulted  by  him. 
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Early  in  June  the  Governor  visited  the  settlement  at  Par- 
ramatta,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  that  part  of  the  eountry 
-which  he  designed  to  cultivate  on  the  public  account ;  and  to 
observe  how  the  convicts  who  had  lately  arrived,  the  major 
.part  of  whom  had  bepn  sent  thither,  were  provided  for.  The 
cattle  which  had  been  landed  from  the  Snpply  had  been  also 
sent  thither,  and  were,  with  the  government  stock  at  Toon- 
^bbe,  thriving  exceedingly. 

The  ground  that  it  was  proposed  to  clear  on  the  public  ac<- 
'Count  was  not  more  than  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Parra- 
matta,  and  most  advantageously  situated  in  point  of  fresh 
water,  having  a  chain  of  large  and  excellent  ponds  in  its 
vicinity.  The  spot  was  marked  out  by  the  deputy  surveyor 
whereon  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings ;  and  the  whole  was 
named  Portland-Place. 

In  consequence  of  the  proclamation  which  had  been  issued, 
ene  of  the  runaway  convicts  delivered  himself  up,  and  another 
was  taken:  they  appeared  to  behalf  starved;  yet  their  suf- 
ferings were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  similar  desertions  by 
others,  nor  a  repetition  of  the  offence  in  themselves ;  such 
was  "the  strong  aversion  which  these  worthless  characters  had 
to  any  thlug  that  bore  the  name  of  work.  More  labour  would 
liave  been  performed  by  one  hundred  free  people  from  any 
partof  England-or  Scotland,  than  had  at  any  time  been  derived 
irom  three  hundred  of  these,  with  all  the  attention  that  could 
he  paid  to  them.  Had  two  hundred  families  of  decent  labour- 
ing farmers  been  sent  out  as  settlers  a  few  years  since,  and 
iiad  a  few  convicts  to  assist  them  been  placed  wholly  under 
their  direction  and  authority,  the  cultivation  would  have  been 
much  further  advanced;  and,  in  point  of  provisions,  those 
iamilies  would  have  been  living  in  luxury.  More  grain  than 
could  be  consumed  would  have  been  grown,  instead  of  crops 
which  in  some  years  were  barely  sufficient  to  last  until  the 
following  harvest. 

After  exciting  some  apprehensions  for  her  safety,  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  the  Reliance  anchored  in  the  Cove  on  the  2Gthy 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  -^- 


270  HISTORY  OF 

from  the  Cqpe  of  Good  Hope,  having  h^d  a  veiy  stonsy  pas- 
sage.   She  brought  26  oow8>  3  bulls,  and  about  60  sheep. 

The  conclusion  of  June  saw  the  finishing  of  the  new  gaiol, 
which  was  surrounded  by  a  strong  and  high  fence.  It  was 
eighty  feet  in  length,  the  sides  and  ends  were  constructed  of 
strong  logs,  a  double  row  of  which  formed  each  partition. 
The  whole  was  divided  into  twenty-two  cells,  the  divisions  of 
which  were  logs.  The  floor  and  the  roof  were  of  the  aasae 
solid  materials,  over  which  w^  a  coat  eight  inches  deep  of 
stiff  clay,  and  the  roof  was  thatched.  £very  accommodatioii 
for  prisoners  was  to  be  found  in  separate  buildings  in  the  pri^ 
son  yard ;  in  which  also  was  a  distinct  brick  building  for 
debtors,  fenced  off  from  the  felon  side  (to  use  an  Old  Bailey 
distinction)  by  a  strong  and  high  paling.  This,  iacIosiB^  a 
spot  of  ground  which  had  been  marked  out  on  the  west  sidia 
of  the  Cove  for  a  ship  yard,  landing  provisions  book  the 
transports,  and  completing  the  granary,  had  (brmed  the 
prineipal  labour  in  which  the  public  gangs  were  employed 
during  the  month,  throughout  which  the  weather  had  iicm 
resoarkably  dry. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Francis  returned  bom  die 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  brining  the  remainder  of  hex 
ciew,  except  six,  whom  Captain  Hamilton  her  commander 
(and  the  only  £<uropean  belonging  to  her  then  alive)^  had 
left  in  charge  ol  that  part  of  her  cargo  which  hai,  been  savedL 
The  Eliza  long-boat,  which  sailed  from  the  island  with  theasw 
bad  on  board  a  few  Lascars  and  sooie  property;  bul;  havu^ 
had  to  encounter  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  and  not  ansirii^ 
with  the  schooner,  many  doubts  were  entertamed  of  her  ssftty* 
These  were  greatly  augmented  by  a  severe  storm  which  mmr 
on  twelve  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  FxiaciSt  The  wind 
blew  a  hurricane;  doing  much  misdbief^  and  the  rain  fell  m 
torrents. 

The  cattle  that  arrived  in  the  Reliance  weve  landed,  and 
looked  extremely  well.  The  two  Colonial  ships  bad  heea 
employed  eight  mooAs  on  this  voyage  to  and  from  the  Cape» 
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and  had  added  51  cows,  3  bulls,  a  few  horses,  and  about  90 
sheep,  to  the  stock  of  domestic  cattle  in  the  colony. 

This  species  of  provisions  was  multiplying  largely;  but  the 
ialt  meat  was  decreasing  so  fast,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
issue  only  half  the  usual  ration  of  pork. 

Early  in  August,  the  Britannia  and  the  Ganges  sailed  on 
their  respective  voyages.  In  the  latter  went  several  convicts 
who  had  become  free,  and  some  of  the  marine  soldiers  who 
had  been  discharged  from  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  hav- 
ing completed  their  second  engagement  in  that  regiment. 
They  had  talked  of  becoming  settlers ;  but  the  restless  love 
of  change  prevailed,  and  they  quitted  the  colony. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  the  ship  Sydney  Cove,  having  mentioned 
that,  two  days  before  he  had  met  the  people  of  the  boat  which 
had  brought  him  to  Port  Jackson,  he  had  fallen  in  with  a 
great  quantity  of  coal,  with  which  he  and  his  companions 
made  a  large  fire,  and  had  slept  by  it  during  the  night,  a 
whale-boat  was  sent  oiFto  the  southward,  with  Mr.  Bass,  the 
surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  to  discover  where  an  article  so  valu- 
able was  to  be  met  with.  He  proceeded  about  seven  leagues 
to  the  southward  of  Point  Solander ;  where  he  found,  in  the 
face  of  a  steep  cliff,  washed  by  the  sea,  a  stratum  of  coal,  in 
breadth  about  six  feet,  and  extending  eight  or  nine  miles  to 
the  southward.  Upon  the  summit  of  the  high  land,  and  lying 
on  the  surfoce,  he  observed  many  patches  of  coals,  from  some 
of  which  it  must  have  been  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  so  seasonably 
supplied  with  fuel.  He  also  found  in  the  skeletons  of  the 
mate  and  e&rpenter  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  an  unequivocal  proof 
of  their  having  unfortunately  perished,  as  was  conjectured. 

FVom  the  specimens  of  the  coal  which  were  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Bass,  the  quality  appeared  to  be  good  j  but,  from  its 
almost  inaccessible  situation,  no  great  advantage  could  ever 
be  expected  from  it;  and,  indeed,  were  it  even  less  difficult 
to  be  procured,  unless  some  small  harbour  should  be  near  it, 
it  could  not  be  of  much  utility  to  the  settlement. 
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No  circumstance  deserving  of  attention  had  occnned  (or 
some  time  among  the  natives.  On  the  27th  of  the  momb^ 
however,  one  of  tbek  young  men  stood  the  trial  practised  by 
his  countrymen,  for  having  killed  some  person  in  a  quacreL 
He  stood  manfully  up  against  all  their  spears,  and  defended 
himself  with  great  skill  and  address.  Having  had.two  shields 
split  in  his  hand,  by  the  spear  passing  through  them,  his 
friends,  who  were  numerous,  attacked  his  opponents,,  whom 
they  disarmed,  and  broke  their  shields,  with  many  of  their 
spears. 

It  had  been  intended  to  have  thrown  some  spears  at  Ben^ 
nillong  at  the  same  time,  from  its  having  been  reported  thait 
a  female  native,  when  dying,  had  declared  she  .dreamed  that 
Bennillong  had  killed  her.  Her  friends,  therefore,  resolved 
to  call  him  to  an  account,  taking  the  business  up  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  woman  must  have  had  some  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  him,  or  she  could  not  have  dreamed  of  his  doing 
her  an  injury.  To  this  accusation  Bennillong  pleaded  not 
guilty,  declaring  that  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  woman, 
and  had  never  in  his  life  o£Pended  her :  hut  there  were  some 
who  said  that  he  actually  wounded  the  woman,  and  had  been 
the  cause  of  her  death)  which,  to  those  acquainted  with  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  this  savage,  by  no  means  appeared 
improbable.  Added  to  this,  natural  brutality,  he  was  now  be- 
come so  fond  of  drinking  that  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  heii^ 
.  intoxicated,  and  in  that  state  was  so  savage  and  violent  as  to 
be  capable  of  any  mischief.  On  those  occasions  be  amused 
himself  with  annoying  the  women  and  insulting  the  men, 
who,  from  fear  of  offending  his  white  friends,  spared  those 
notices  of  his  conduct  which  he  so  often  merited,  an^  which 
sooner  or  later  he  would  certainly  meet. 

Hie  month  of  September  commenced  with  a  very  vexatious 
circumstance.  A,  boat,  the  largest  and  best  in  the  colony  be- 
longing to  government,  was,  on  her  passage  to  the  Hawkes- 
bury,  whither  she  was  carrying  a  few  stores,  taken  possession 
of  by  a  part  of  the  boat's  crew;  being  at  the  same  time  board* 
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ed  by  A  small  boat  ftom  the  shore,  the  people  in  which  seized 
her  and  pat  off  to  sea,^rst  landing  the  coxswain  and  three 
others,  who  were  unwilling  'to  accompany  them,  in  Pitt 
Water  in  Broken  Bay.  Tliese  men  proceeded  overland  to. 
Port  Jacksop,  where  they  g^ve  the  first  informatipn  of  this 
cUring  bjqA  piratical  transi^ction^  Two  boat^,  we^  manj^fd 
and  armed,  were  immi^tely  dispatcb^  afWr  ib/m  lUMkr  tjie 
command  of  Lieutenant  Shortland  of  the  Reliance ;  but  on 
the  IMhy  after  an  ateence  of  13.  dayyy  returned  wsthovt  dis- 
covering the  smallest  trace  of  them  or  the  boat  Mr.  Shof  i^ 
land^s  pursuit,  however,  had  not  b^en  wlthont  its  advantage  | 
for  on  hia  return,  he  eotered  a  river  which  he  named  Hunter 
river  about  ten  leagues  to  the  aouthward  of  Port  Stepheasj 
into  which  he  carried  three  fathoms  water,  in  the  shoaksli 
part  of  its  entrance,  finding  deep  water  and  good  anchorage 
witbm.  The  entiance  of  this  river  waft  but  nanow,  and 
covered  by  a  high  rocky  isbnd,  lying  right  off  it ;  so  as  to- 
l^ve  a  good  passage  round  the  north  end  of  the  island,  be* 
tween  that  and  the  shore.  A  reef  connects  the  south  part  of 
the  islaqd  with  the  south  shore  of  the  entrance  of  the  rivers  • 
In  this  harbour  was  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  very 
good  coal,  and  lying  so  near  the  water  side  as  to  be  conveni- 
ently sUpped ;  which  gave  it,  in  tliis  porticolar,  a  manifiest 
advajatage  over  that  discovered  to  the  southvrard*  Some 
specimens  of  thb  coal  were  taken  to  Sydney. 

About  the  same  time  an  account  was  received  from  Nor^ 
folk  Island,  of  the  American  snow  Mercury  having  landed 
there  the  remainder  of  the  people  wliich  had  been  left  by 
Captairi  Bampton  in  Dusky  Bay,  when  the  Endeavour  was 
wrecked  there  about  twenty  months  before.  The  Governor^ 
not  having  any  vessel  at  Fort  Jackson  fit  for  such  a  purpose, 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  the  master  of  the  snow  to  that  e^ect, 
when  /he  was  about  leaving  New  South  Wales  $  which  service 
he  performed  under  many  difficalties,  aii4  bfoiight  off  all  that 
nofv  remained  of  these  unfiutunate  people,  amountiqg  to  65 
innumben  ..;... 
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CHAP.   XXV. 

The  Deptfopd  arrives  from  Madras — ^Excunioa  to  the  Cow-pasbire — 
Another  Boat  carried  off— Criminal  Court — ^Nativcs  troublesome- 
Ingratitude — ^An  Amphibious  Animal  discovered — Weather — ^Various 
pArticukrs  Mspecting  the  Natives — School  at  Sydney. 

On  the  20tli  of  September,  the  Deptfbrd,  a  snaft  br%,  ar- 
rived from  Madras,  with  a-  cargo  of  goods  upon  speculation 
for  the  Sydney  market.  The  spirit  of  trade  wluch  had  for 
some  time  obtained  in  the  colony  aflbrded  an  openiDf  for  ad- 
venturers to  carry  their  goods  to  that  settlement.  The  voyage 
from  India  was  short  and  dhect ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  their 
investments,  they  were  certain  of  finding  a  ready  sale,  and  an 
ample  return  upon  the  original  invoice.  But  this  intercourse 
was  found  to  be  pregnant  with  great  evil  to  the  colony;  for, 
preferring  spirits  to  any  other  article  that  could  be  introduced, 
the  owners  never  failed  to  make  the  mm  of  that  country  an 
essential  part  of  every  cargo.  And  though  every  possible 
measure  was  adopted  to  prevent  all  that  arrived  from  being 
landed,  yet,  such  was  the  avidity  with  which  it  was  sougiit 
After,  that,  if  not  permitted,  it  was  generally  got  on  shoie 
clandestinely;  and  very  few  ships  carried  back  any  of  what 
they  had  brought.  To  this  source  might  be  traced  all  the 
crimes  that  disgraced,  and  all  the  diseases  that  injured  the 
colony. 

At  the  latter  end  of  September  a  party  set  off  on  an  excur- 
sion to  the  Cow-pasture  Plains.  On  reaching  Mount  Taurus, 
a  distinct  herd  of  the  wild  cattle,  67  in  number,  was  seen.  It 
was  conjectured,  that  this  valuable  collection  of  catde  had  so 
considerably  increased,  as  to  find  a  convenience  in  dividing 
into  different  herds ;  thereby  preventing  those  quarrels  whi^ 
might  frequently  happen  among  their  males*  This  was  ohi. 
firmed  by  their  fiedling-in  with,  in  another  place,  a  herd,  in 
which  there  could  not  have  been  fewer  tbaa  170  of  time 
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animals.  A  conple  of  days  weie  pleaaantljr  occupied  in  ex- 
amtniap  that  part  of  the  country,  which  exhibited  the  beauti- 
ful appearance  of  a  luxuriant  and  well-watered  pasturage. 
The  tetitudeof  Mount  Taurus  was  found  to  be  34  deg.  16  min. 
S..  and  the  river  Nepean  was  discovered  to  take  its  course 
close  round  the  south  side  of  this  hill.  Two  gentlemen  of  the 
party  proposing  to  walk  from  Mount  Taurus  in  as  direct  a 
line  as  the  country  would  admit,  to  the  sea^coast,  a  whale- 
boat  was  ordered  to  wait  for  them  about  five  leagues  to  the 
southward  of  Botany  Bay.  They  expected  to  have  reached 
the  coast  in  one  day>  but  they  did  not  reckon  on  having  full 
25  miles  of  a  rugijed  and  mountainous  road  to  cross.  Mak- 
ing their  tsourse  a  little  to  the  southward  of  east,  they  fell  hi 
with  the  boat  very  conveniently ;  and  Mr  Bass,  one  of  the 
travellers,  described  their  route  to  have  laid,  the^  greatest  part 
Af  the  way,  over  nothing  but  high  smd  sleep  ridges  of  hilk, 
the  land  becoining  more  rocky  and  barren  as  they  drew  near 
the  a&k  coast.  In  each  of  the  vallies  formed  by  these  hills 
they  found  a  run  of  fresh  water,  in  some  places  of  considera 
ble  depth  and  rapdity^  The  direction  of  these  streams,  or 
runs,  beii^  to  the  northward,  they  were  supposed  to  fall  into 
a  harbour  which  lay  about  five  or  six  miles  to  the  southward 
of  PortSolander,  and  had  obtained  th/e  name  of  Port  Hack- 
ing, the  pilot  of  that  name  having  bad  th^  l)oqour  of  th^  dis- 
covery. 

The  month  of  October  commenced  with  the  loss  of  ano* 
ther  boat,  which,  was  taken  by  some  people  who  got  unob- 
served put  of  the  harbour.  The  three  men  who  were  put  on 
shore  from  the  former  boat  at  the  time  she  was  seized  upon, 
being  in  this  party,  it  was  supposed  they  were  connected  in 
some  way  with  those  who  were  in  that  boat,  and  whom  they 
might  know  where  to  find.  An  armed  boat  from  the  Supply 
was  immediately  dispatched  after  them ;  but  it  returned  as 
unsuccessful  as  Lieutenant  Shortland  had  been. 

From  this  circumstance,  joined  to  the  badness  of  the  wea- 
ther from  the  time  of  their  departure,  which  had  been  un- 
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i>ecome  the  i^ctims  of  ijidir  €mn  t^mmtj.    la  tbne  two 

Sioots  ffiiteeti  cbHiadts  had  ^Uade  their  esoape,  mx  of  wfaomlttd 

1}^h  tnin9(>drted  for  life ;  mx  otbeis  iwsie  fnom  iniaui,  of 

wbo^  term  of  transporttftion  ao  accootit  had  <beeti  sent  oot, 

HVhiLtever  might  be  the  ^e  ot  these  ^people,  the  evil  wbb  of 

-great  e^ht;  sint;e  eil  thiit  could  be  known  of  them 'to  tbcdr 

feilow-Jprisoners  wad,  Umt  they  had  eoqcessfuHy  eActed  their 

escape.    Had  Bryan  and  hb  parrty,  who  wi^nt  off  m^i  one  of 

'  flie  king^s  bo^  in  the  year  1791,  instead  of  meeting iridi  the 

-compassion  ^d  lenity  whic^'ttrepe'osprasBed  in  £oggiandfor 

their  sufierings,  been  sent  baek»  and  tried  in  .New  3ottth 

Wales  for  tdking  a\^y  the  boat,  ftod  other  thefts  ^wUdhthcy 

had  cdmmitted;  it  •was  probable  iliat  others  migh^  hare  keen 

^^terred  from  iblloWifi^  tbehr  eixampte. 

Snch  ivas  the  indrease  of  crtmes,  that  thfiee  in  Oddber 
was  the  court  of  <!lrlminal  jadicfituve  assembled*    Theoflenoes 
that  came  Under  their  cognieance  were  those  of  mordefy  per- 
jury, and  foi^ery  ;  and  two  m^n  were  tried  for  Inmng  |dUed 
tk'pAtive  yoiitfa  well  known  in  the  settlement;  bat  it  Appear- 
ing to  the  court  that  be'had  been  accidentally  shol,  they  were 
^acquitted.    Th^  ntittves  certainly  behaved  ill,  and  often  piD- 
iroked  th<e  death  they  met  with ;  but  it  ismucb  to  te  feared 
thtil  they  had^been  on  many  occasions  wantonly  destroyed. 
One  of  tbe  criminals  was  coudemned  to  suffer  death ;  anb- 
'ther  to  be  burned  in  the  hand  and  imprisoned  twelve  months; 
^wo  were  hani$hed  to  Norfolk  Island^  and  three  to  stand  fn 
-the  pillory/ tp  yhidh  their  ears  were  to  be  nailed,    lliese 
'hstj  dfibrdittg  something  like  amusement  to  the  mob,  were 
'  SufBcienily  covered  tvith  dirt  and  rotten  eggs. 

It  may  be  some  relief  to  turn  from  the  contt&mphtion  of 
silcfa  iniquity,  though  it  should  be  only : to  the  transactions  of 
sa^ges  differing  from  these  wretches  bilt  in  ccMpplexion. 

On  the  20th  of  the  month  the  settlement  were  spectaters 
of  a  severe  cbhtest  which  fpck  place  betfveen  Ptifo  parties  of 
'natives;  one  of  which  was  desirous  of  revenging  the  deAlh  of 
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laWrieiidy'iBHM)  Udlieen  kilted  by  ^me  natime^of  a  p«t  df  the 
comMf  ttola  wbi^h  n  young  man  had  just  theti  acckieiftiiliy 
confe  AUioBgftl  tiiem.  He  wssfiieMrefore  immediately  devoted 
to  tbeir  vengei^ee^  He  most  gallantly  stood  the  attack  of 
nuttibers,  defending  himself  with  the  greatest  bravery  and 
ftddre^  tidtH,  being  wounded  in  se\^ml- places,  he  MU  As 
-he  lay  upon^he  ground,  ^ereral  of  his  opponents  treacher^ 
iOiKly  rtished  in  upon  him,  and  stabbed  iiim  repeatedly  with  a 
pointed  stick,  whic^h  they  call  <a  Doo-ul.  In  this  situation  he 
endearrouT  to  cover  hiiciseif  with  his  shield;  on  Whk^,  having 
risten  from  ^  gfoond,  and  being  agmn  attacfaed,  he  received 
their  spears  for  some  time  with  great  dexterity;  until  some 
ODe,4eas  brave  and  more  trcaoherous  than  the  rest,  tobk  a 
stfltioii  anobi€wed  on  one  side,  and  fantnofaed^a  spear,  whi^h 
iivent  into  hb  back  and  there  remained.  Seeing  this,  liiey 
were,  proceeding  a  second  time  to  rash  in  upon  him,  whee  he 
liad  jaststreagch  enough  left  to  make  bis  escape  into  lan  ad- 
joining house,  where  he  received  shelter,  and  frtnn  the  severity 
fif  his  wounds  immediately  fainted.  The  spear  was  with- 
^ranvn,  mod  his  woqnds  dressed  by  one  of  the  ani^eons  who 
hapqi^ened  to  be  present,  •and  be  siiortly  ijecovered.  iKs 
tmdier,  who  had  accompanied  him  to  the  field  of  battle^  stoffd 
vp  in  his  defend/ and  was:  also  severely  wonnded.  Several  of 
dtaeir  women  attended  on  the  oocasion,  and,  as  is  oommoi^ 
wkh  -tliem,  howled  and  cried  alternately  during  the  fight; 
sometimes  dancing  and  beating  their  svd^  with  their  arms; 
a  eertain  proof  of  their  passions  being  wrought  up  to  t}ie 
highest  piteh. 

Shortly  after  this,  these  people  again  exhibited  themsdvef 
to*Aie  notice  of  the  settlement,  but  in  a  very  difierent  poin^ 
of  "View.  On  the  91st,  an  open  boat  arrived  from  the  Haines- 
bory,  wltb  a  cargo  of  Indian  corn,  having  been  boarded  in  her 
passage  by  a  party  of  natives  in  canoed.  Assuming  an  appear- 
;iiice  of  friendship,  thdy  were  suffered  to  come  into  the  boat; 
when,  watching  an  opportunity,  they  threw  Of  the  mask  and 
flonde  an  attj&n^t  to^eize  the  small  arms.    This  occasioned  a 
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4filig|^,  in  whidi  the  boat's  crew  {mml^d;  biit  nM  bdbf« 
,  609ie  of  these  ooexpected  pirate  had  paid  for  their  laAnesn 
with  their  lives.  This  business  led  to  a  diseoreiy^  that  a  boat 
l>Qk>iaging  to  a  settler^  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
driven  out  to  sea  and  lost,  with  her' crew  and  caip>  of  iBdiaa 
corn,  had  actually  been  taken  by  the  natives,  after  murderiag 
those  who  were  in  her.  The  boat,  on  searching,  was  after- 
words found  in  the  possession  of  somtof  these  people. 
His  was  $0  novel  a  circumstance,  that  it  could  scarcely  be 

o<redited ;  but  it  was  no  less  true ;  and  there  was  but  little 

:  >dpubt,  that  the  white  people  who  were  among  them  had  been 
;theup6een  instigators  of  this  ibisdiief. 

.      In  the  course  of  October,  a  strong  and  durable  bridge,  capa- 

,»'blie  of  sustaining  any  weight  which  it  might  have  occaskm  to 

bear,  was  erected  over  Duck  River,  for  the  ooavenience  of 

\mi  carnage  between  the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatla. 

The  wheat  every  where  wore  the  most  promising  appear- 

.  ttnce,'and  the  weather  had  been  very  fovounible  for  bringing 
it  to  maturity. 

Decreasing  daily,  as  did  the  numbed  of  woikhig  men  in  the 
.empldy  of  Government,  yet  the  Governor  could  not  refuse 
granting  certificates  to  sucK  convicts  as  had  served  their  re- 
spective times  of  transportations;  and  no  less  than  125  men 
were  at  this  time  certified  by  him  to  be  free.  Most  of  diese 
bad  no  other  view  in  obtaining  this  certifieatOi  than  as  it 
iepabled  them  to  quit  the  settlement. 

Tliere  being  a  scarcity  of  wheat  in  the  public  stores,  owing 
to  some  local  disappointments,  the  Governor  was  ohl^ed  to 

^  make  a  reduction  in  the  weekly  allowance  of  thiit  article,  un- 
til  the  crops  of  the  approaching  season  should  be  gathered. 
Among  the  acts  which  disgraced  the  montli  of  November 

«(Was  one  wiiich  bespoke  uncommon  depravity.  A  oonvict, 
who  had  formerly  been  the  school-fellow  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 

.  Johnson,  had  been  taken  by  that  gentleman,  who  greatly 
compassionated  his  fallen  state,  into  his  service ;  wliere  he 
fepqsed  iQ  hifa  die  utmost  con^d^ace,  and  treated  him  with 
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the  kindest  indulgence.  He  tiad  not  been  long  in  his  house 
before  Mr.  Johuson  was  informed  that  his  servant,  having 
taken  an  impression  of  the  key  of  his  store-room  in  clay,  had 
procured  one  that  would  fit  the  lock.  He  scarcely  credited 
the  information;  but,  being  urged  to  furnish  him  with  an 
opportunity,  he  consented  that  a  constable  should  be  con- 
cealed in  the  house,  on  a  Sunday,  when  all  the  family,  this 
person  excepted,  would  be  attending  divine  seriice.  The 
arrangement  succeeded  but  too  well.  Concluding  that  all 
was  safe,  he  applied  his  key,  and  was  proceeding  without  any 
renK>rse  to  plunder  the  room  of  such  articles  as  he  wanted; 
when  the  constable,  seeing  his  prey  within  his  toils,  started 
from  his  concealment,  and  put  an  end*  to  iiis  depredations  by 
making  him  his  prisoner. 

Tims  was  this  wretched  being,  without  ^  one  compuoc- 
tioQS  visiting  of  nature,'*  detected  in  the  act  of  injuring  the 
man,  who,  in  the  better  day  of  his  prosperity,  had  been  the 
companion  of  his  youth,  and  who  had  kindly  stretched  out  his 
band  to  shelter  him  in  the  hour  of  his  adversity. 

Although  the  settlement  of  Port  Jackson  had  now  been 
established  within  one  month  of  ten  years,  yet  little  had  been, 
added  to  the  stock  of  natural  history  which  had  been  acquired 
in  the  first  year  or  two  of  its  infancy.  The  kangaroo,  the  dog, 
the  opossum,  the  flying  squirrel,  the  kangaroo  rat,  a  spotted 
rat,  the  common  rat,  and  the  large  fox-bat  (if  entitled  to  a 
place  in  this  society),  made  up  the  whole  catalogue  of  animals 
that  were  known  at  this  time;  with  the  exception  which  must 
now  be  made  of  an  amphibious  animal,  of  the  mde  species^, 
one  of  which  had  lately  been  found  on  the  banks  of  a  lake 
near  the  Hawkesbury.  In  size  it  was  considerably  larger 
than  the  land  mole.  The  eyes  were  very  small.  The  fore, 
legs,  which  were  shorter  than  the  hind,  were  observed,  at  the 
feet^  tobe  provided  with  four  claws,  and  a  membrane  or  web, 
that  spread  considerably  beyond  them ;  while  the  feet  of  the 
hind  legs  were  furnished,  not  only  with  this  membrane,  or 
web^  but  mtb  fear  long  sharp  chiws»  that  pngected  as  mack 
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beyond  llie  web^  as  the  web  ptd^td  beyond  the  ckws  of tbe 
fore  feet.  The  tail  of  this  anitnal  was  thick,  shortj  and^cirf 
ht ;'  but  the  oaoet  extraordinaiy  circumstaace  observed  in  i%s 
structure  wa%  its  havings  instead  of  the  moQlh  of  aa  amiaa}» 
the  upper  and  lower  mandibles  of  a  dude.  Bv  thes€  ic  was 
enabled  to  supply  itself  with  food,  like  that  bird,  in  amddy 
places,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes,  in  which  its  webbed  feet 
enabled  it  to  swim  $  while  on  shore  its  long- and  aharp  claws 
were  employed  in  harrowing :  nature  thus  pF0i4ding  for  il  ia 
its  double  or  amphibious  cbaraoter.  These  little  aninvds  had 
been  frequently  noticed  f  i^ng  to  the  surface  of  the  waiter>  and 
Uowing  like  the  turde. 

V  All  those  hands  who  were  not  eaplojred  on  the  paUic 
buildings  were  actively  engaged  in  securing  die  abqodant 
crops  which  eveiy  where  promised  to  reward  the  indtiatTy  of 
the  settler  and  the  lrix>urer. 

The  weather  in  November  had  been,  for  the  fiiat  and  mid- . 
A^  parts,  very  unsettled,  blowing  hard  at  tianes^  with  much 
rain.  On  one  day  there  fell  a  shower  of  hail,  the  atones  of 
which  were  each  aa  kige  as  a  lark's  egg.  The  lattar  part  of 
the  month  was  fair,  and  favourable  for  reaping  the  grain. 

A  circumstance  occurred  about  the  bci^Qntflg  of  December^ 
wbich  excited  much  interest  in  the  town  of  ^^rdaeyi  and  great 
commotions  among  the  mdives.  Two  of  these  people,  both 
of  them  well  known  in  the  settlement  (Cole-be,  the  friend  of 
Bennillong,  and  one  of  the  Ye^ra-ni*bes),  meeting  in  tike 
town,  While  their  bosoms  were  yet  swelling  on  occasion  of 
some  former  difference*  attacked  eadi  other.  Gole«-be  had 
always  been  remarked  for  his  activity ;  but  Ye-ia-ni^be  was 
younger  than  his  adversary,  and  was  reckoned  a  peiftcl  match 
for  him.  While  closing  on  each  other  with  their  chihsy  unt3 
Irluch  time  Cole-be  had  not  gained  any  advantage  the  handle 
of  Ye<ra««ii-»be's  shield  drew  out,  and  it  consequently  fell 
from  his  grasp :  while  stooping  to  take  it  up,  the  oth»  smxk 
Hm  on  the  head  with  a  club,  which  staggered  him^  aad  fol* 
Uwed  Us  blow  while  he  was  in  that  defeneelesi  atuataoQ. 
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Cole-be  knew  that  this  would  ensure  him  the  appellation  of 
jee-run,  or  coward,  and  that  the  friends  of  Ye-ra-ni-be  would 
certainly  take  up  his  cause.  As  the  consequences,  therefore, 
might  be  very  serious  if  Ye-ra-ni-be  should  die  of  the  blow, ' 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  abscond  for  a  while,  and  Ye-ra-ni-be 
was  taken  care  of  by  some  of  his  white  friends.  This  happen* 
«d  on  the  YOth,  and  on  the  IGth  he  died.  In  t1\e  inten'al  he 
was  constantly  attended  by  some  of  his  male  and'fcmale  asso- 
ciates, paiticularly  by  his  two  friends,  Collins,  and  Mo-roo^ 
bra.  On  one  of  the  nights,  when  a  most  dismal  song  of 
lamentation  had  been  sung  over  him,  in  which  the  women 
were  the  principal  performers,  his  male  friends,  after  listening' 
for  some  time  with  great  apparent  attention,  suddenly  started 
lirp,  and  seizing  their  weapons,  went  off  in  a  most  savage 
humour,  determined  on  revenge.  Knowing  pretty  well  where 
to  meet  with  Cole-be,  they  beat  him  very  severely,  but  would 
not  kill  him ;  reserving  that  gratification  of  their  revenge  un- 
til the  fate  of  their  companion  should  be  decided.  On  the 
following  night,  they  attacked  a  relation  of  Cole-be*s,  whom 
they  beat  about  the  head  with  such  cruelty  that  his  recovery 
was  very  doubtful.  As  their  vengeance  extends  to  all  the 
family  and  relations  of  a  culprit,  what  a  misfortune  it  must  be 
to  be  connected  with  a  man  of  a  choleric  disposition  ! 

Ye-ra-ni-be  was  buried  the  day  after  his  decease  by  the 
side  of  the  public  road.  He  was  placed  by  his  friends  upon  a 
large  piece  of  bark,  and  laid  in  a  grave,  which  was  formed 
after  our  manner  (only  not  so  deep) ;  they  seeming  in  this 
instance  to  be  desirous  of  imitating  the  custom  of  their  white 
friends.  Bennillong  assisted  at  the  ceremony,  placing  the 
head  of  the  corpse  (by  which  he  stuck  a  beautiful  war-fa-taw), 
And  covering  the  body  with  the  blanket  on  which  he  died.* 
Being  supplied  with  soirie  spades,  the  earth  was  thrown  in  by 
theby-staoders;  during  which,  and  indeed  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  ceremony,  the  women  howled  and  cried  exces- 
rivcly;  but  this  was  the  eflect  of  the  violent  gusts  of  passion 
.  into  which  the  men  every  moment  threw  themselves.    At  this 
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tune  OMiDy  spears  were  thrown^  and  some  blows  were  infficted 
with  clubs;  but  all  seemed  determined  on  the  death  of  Cole- 
be ;  for  the  man  whose  life  he  had  in  so  cowardly  a  mamier 
taken  away  was  much  beloved  by  hb  countrymen.    . 

Cole-be,  finding  that  he  must  either  submit  to  the  trial 
usual  on  such  occasions,  or  live  in  the  continual  apprehensiOD 
of  being  taken  off  by  a  midnight  murder  and  a  single  hand^ 
determined  to  come  forward,  and  sufier  the  business  to  be  de- 
cided one  way  or  the  other.  Having  signified  his  resolution, 
a  day  was  appointed,  and  he  repaired  armed  to  the  place  of 
-rendezvous.  The  rage  and  violence  shewn  by  the  friends  of 
the  deceased  were  indescribable ;  and  Cole-be  would  certaiely 
have  expiated  his  offence  with  hb  life,  but  for  the  interference 
of  several  of  the  military.  Although  active,  and  extremely 
dextrous  in  the  use  pf  the  shield,  he  was  overpowered^  and, 
falling  beneath  their  spears,  would  certainly  have  been  killed 
on  the  spot;  but  several  soldiers  rushed  in,  and  prevented 
thek  putting  him  to  death  where  he  lay,  by  bearing  him  off 
to  the  barracks. 

Bennillong  was  present  at  thb  meeting ;  but,  it  was  sup* 
posed,  without  intending  to  take  any  part  in  it  either  way* 
The  atrocity  of  his  friend*s  conduct  had  been  such,  that  he 
could  not  openly  espouse  hb  quarrel;  perhaps  he  had  no 
stomach  to  the  fight ;  and  certainly,  if  he  could  avoid  it,  he 
would  not,  by  appearing  against  him,  add  to  the  number  of 
bis  enemies.  He  was  armed,  however,  and  unencumbered 
with  clothing  of  any  kind,  and  remained  a  silent  spectator  of 
the  tumultuous  scene,  until  the  moment  when  the  soldien 
rushed  in  to  save  the  life  of  Cole-be.  His  conduct  here  be* 
came  inexplicable.  On  M  sudden,  he  chose  to  be  in  a  rage  at 
something  or  other,  and  threw  a  spear  among  the  soldiers, 
which  dreadfully  took  effect  on  one  of  them,  entering  at  his 
tiack,  and  coming  out  at  his  belly  close  to  the  navel.  For  this 
he  would  instantly  have  been  killed  on  the  spot,  had  not  the 
provost-marshal  interfered  and  taken  him  away,  boiling  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOOTH  WALES.  iSB 

l!he  most  savsge  rage ;  for  he  had  received  a  blow  on  the  head 
with  the  butt  end  of  a  musquet. 

It  became  necessary  to  confine  him  dnrmg  the  night,  as 
well  to  prevent  the  mischief  with  which  he  threatened  the 
white  i^eopAe,  as  to  save  him  from  the  anger  of  the  military  | 
and  on  the  following  morning  he  ijuittad  the  town. 

This  man,  instead  of  making  himself  useful,  or  shewing  the 
least  gratitude  for  ike  numberless  favours  that  he  had  received, 
had  become  a  most  insolent  and  troublesome  savage.  As  it 
was  impossible  sometimes  to  avoid  censuring  him  for  his  con* 
duct,  he  had  been  known  to  walk  about  armed,  and  heard  to 
declare  tliat  it  was  for  the  express  purpose  of  spearing  the 
GoTonor  whenever  he  saw  him*  This  last  ootrege  of  his  had 
rendered  him  mate  hateful  than  any  of  his  countrymen ;  and, 
as  the  natives,  who  had  bo  constantly  resided  and  received*  so 
nany  comforts  in  the  settlement,  were  now  afraid  to  appear 
in  the  town,  believing  that,  like  themselves,  tboae  whom  he 
liad  ofiended  would  punish  all  for  the  misconduct  of  one,  it 
might  rather  be  expected  that  BenniUong  could  not  be  fiir 
from  meeting  that  punishment  which  he  certainly  provoked 
and  merited. 

There  were  at  this  time  in  the  town  of  Sydney  three  schools 
for  the  education  of  children ;  and  on  the  breakidg-up  for  the 
Chrisunas  holidays  the  Governor  was  gratified  with  the  sight 
•f  102  clean  and  decently-dressed  children,  who  came  with 
their  several  masters  and  mistresses,  and  paid  their  respects 
to  his  Excellency,  who  examined  the  progress  of  the  elder 
scholars. 

One  moment's  reflection  on  the  vices  that  prevailed  in  the 
eolony  will  be  sufficient  to  excite  a  wish,  that  some  institution 
could  have  been  devised  for  separating  the  greater  part  of 
these  (at  present,  innocent)  members  of  the  community  from 
their  vicious  parents,  where  they  could  have  been  educated  at 
the  public  expence,  their  propensities  to  evil  conected,  and 
that  turn  given  to  their  attainments  which  should  secure  them 
a  stock  of  useful  knowledge.    An  armngement  of  this  natore 
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^im  every  4ay  becoming morenecessary ;  there  being  oot  less 
than  300  young  people  already  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  very 
fpw  pf  whom  b^d  been  born  m  £ngland« 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

iTie  Francis  sail  for  the  Wreck — Transactions — ^Stock  and  Land  in 

'  Cultivation — Irish  Convicts  restless  Disposition — Fate  of  those  Cdn- 

Victs  who  escaped — ^Bennillong  atid  his  Wife — Report  respecting  the 

'    tVnd  Cattl6-^0Qmey  to  the  Westward^^Description  of  a  new  BM. 

.  Thjb  commaader  of  the  wrecked  ahip  Sydney»Cove>  having 
doticited  the  Qorernbr  )bo  s^re  him  the  Colonial  adiopaer  fiw 
4the  pitfpoae  oCviaiting  the  wfeck  of  his  ship)  and  the  aix  men 
whooi  he  had  left  upon  the  island  in  chaigeof  what  had  beea 
landed;  though. he  could  very  ill  part  with  thesejmces  of  the 
vessel,  yet|  in  consideration  of  the  melanaholy  state  of  the 
-jpeoplei  and  the  chance  that  tliere  might  be  of  saving  aooie^ 
•thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwjfiteis,  his  £xceUeocy  con- 
sented, and  she  sailed  the  latter  end  of  December,  witih 
Captain  Hftmiltoo,  to  the  southwvtrd. 

The  weather  was*  now  beoomtng  extremely  hot^  and  as, 
aft  thatseriisjon  pf  the  year,  the  heat  of  the  sun  was  so  intense 
« Ihait  every  substance  became  a  combustible,  and  a  single  spark, 
if  expose^. to  the  air,  in  a  moment  became  «  flame,  much 
evil  was  to  be  dreaded  from  fire«  On  the  eaat  side  of  the 
town  of  Sydney,  a  fire,  the  efiect  of  intoxicatbn  or  careleas- 
•oeas,  l»rdke  out  among  the  convicts'  houses,  iriien  three  of 
themi  were  quickly  destroyed;  and  three  miles  fipom  the  town 
another  bouse  was  burnt  by  some  runaway  wretches,  irfio, 
beJDg  diapfeased  with  the  iCywner,  took  this  diabolical  method 
!4>fshewitig  their  ilUv^iU. 

•  .  Thepttbliclabourof  the  month  at  Sydney  compriaed  the 
cofering  of  the  new  stoieThouae;  ^nishing  the  chivdi-tower; 
iMMtniistiqg  imother  wtnd-milli  pompteting  the  barmcks  •f 
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the  assistoivt-sufgeep&i  t^ifh  j^ofissaxf  office^;  liiggtng  ih^ 
foundatioQof  a.hoiise  for  the  master  bp^t-builderj  a^d  tajk- 
ixig  dawn  one  of  the  oid  mariDe  barracks^  pD  the  scite  of  whi^i^ 
the  Governor  proposed  to  erect  a  granary. 

At  Parramaita  andTongabbe,  the  Wheat  was  nearly  all  got 
in  and  secured.  At  the  latter  of  these  places,  a  capital  bam 
had  been  erected  for  its  receptiooi  90  feet  in  length,  with  a 
complete  floor,  on  which  eight  or  nine  pairs  of  thrashers  coul4 
be  employed  without  inconvenience. 

In  order  to  made  the  annual  increase,  it  may  be  proper  ta 
insert  in  this  place  an  account  of  the  live-stock,  and  land  ia 
cultivation,  at  the  close  of  the  year  l7i^9  belonging  to  go* 
v/Brnment,  to  civil  and  ouUtary  office,  to  settlers,  and  othgra* 


LiVB  Stock. 

• 

'Horse?,                  •  • 

2C 

MareSy 

58 

Bulls  and  Oxen,     •  • 

132 

Cows, 

195 

Hogs, 

4247 

Sheep, 

2457 

Goats,  male, 

781 

Ditto,  female. 

1495 

Land  in  Cultivation. 

Acres  in  Wheat,     . .  S361| 

Acres  for  Maize,     . .  1527 

Acres  in  Barley,      • .  26| 

In  addition  to  these,  a  considerable  quantity  of  garden- 
ground  was  in  potatoes,  calievances,  and  vines. 

The  Iriah  prisoner^  who  had  arrived  in  the  last  ships  from 
that  country,  bad,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798,  be> 
<come  so  turbulent  and  refractory,  and  so  dissatisfied  with 
their  situation,  that,  without  the  most  rigid  and  severe  treat* , 
fMXkt,  it  waa  impossible  to  derive  from  them  any  labour  whafir 
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ever.  In  addirion  to  their  natural  vicious  propensities,  they 
conceived  an  opinion  that  there  was  a  colony  of  white  peo- 
ple,  which  had  been  discovered,  situated  to  the  S.  W.  of  Syd« 
ney,  from  which  it  was  distant  between  three  find  four  hun- 
dred miles ;  and  where  they  were  assured  of  finding  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  without  the  necessity  of  labouring  for  them. 
In  consequence  of  this  extraor<Unary  rumour,  a  plan  had 
been  formed,  by  some  of  these  deluded  people,  of  escaping 
from  their  then  residence  to  this  ideal  one.  The  Governor, 
however,  havmg  received  early  information  of  the  intentioiis 
of  this  party,  sent  a  magistrate  to  them,  desiring  that  he 
would  expose  the  folly  of  their  plan  ;  but  if,  as  was  suspect-* 
ed,  they  should  prove  deaf  to  reason,  and  refuse  to  be  con- 
vinced, he  was  to  propose  that  any  four  whom  they  would 
select  from  their  number,  and  whom  tbey  might  think  capa- 
ble of  travelling  over  steep  and  rocky  mountains,  through 
thick  and  extensive  woods,  and  fording  deep  and  rapid 
streams,  should  be  furnished  with  as  much  provisions  as  each 
could  carry;  and  further,  for  the  protection  of  their  lives  du- 
ring the  journey,  three  other  men,  accustomed  to  the  woodsy 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  savages  of  the  mountains, 
should  be  ordered  to  attend  them  as  far  as  they  should  find 
themselves  able  to  proceed,  or  until  a  conviction  of  the  ino- 
possibility  of  success  in  their  mad  attempt  should  induce 
them  to  return.  The  Governor,  finding  that  theyperabted 
in  their  intention  of  seeking  this  New  World,  directed  a  party 
of  constables  to  way-lay  and  secure  as  many  of  them  as  they 
1% ere  able;  which  was  effected,  and  sixteen  were  put  into 
confinement.  On  speaking  to  them  the  following  day,  they 
appeared  to  be  totally  ignorant  whither  they  were  going;  but, 
observing  in  them  as  much  obstinacy  as  ignorance,  his  Ex- 
cellency justly  thought  that  he  could  not  use  an  argument 
mor^  likely  to  convince  them  of  their  misconduct,  than  bjr 
ordering  a  severe  corporal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  those 
who  appeared  to  be  the  principals  in  this  business ;  and  ac- 
cordingly seven  of  them  received  each  two  hundred  hisbes. 
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Being)  oo  further  consideration  of  the  necessity  of  check* 
ing  this  spirit  of  emigration,  determined  to  convince  them, 
by  their  own  experience,  of  the  danger  and  diilicuhies  which 
attended  it,  the  Governor  caused  four  of  the  strongest  and 
hardiest  among  them  to  be  chosen  by  themselves,  and  pro- 
perly prepared  for  a  journey  of  discovery.  They  were  to  be 
accompanied  by  three  men,  upon  whom  his  Excellency  could 
depend,  and  who  were  to  lead  them  back,  when  fetigued  and 
exhausted  with  their  journey,  over  the  very  worst  and  most 
dangerous  part  of  the  country.  This  plan  was  no  sooner  set- 
tled, than  it  was  discovered  that  a  party  of  these  miscreants 
had  concerted  with  the  (bur  deputies  to  meet  them  at  a  cer- 
tain place,  where  they  were  to  murder  the  persons  intended 
to  be  their  guides,  possess  themselves  of  their  arms  and  provi- 
sions, and  then  pursue  their  own  route.  This  diabolical 
scheme  was  counteracted  by  the  addition  of  four  soldiers  to 
the  guides;  andoo  the  14th  they  set  off  from  Parramatta. 

On  the  24th  the  soldiers  returned  with  three  of  the  depu* 
ties,  #ho,  having  gained  the  foot  of  the  first  mountains,  were 
so  completely  sick  of  their  journey,  and  the  prospect  before 
diem,  that  they  requested  to  return  with  the  soldiers ;  one 
man  only  expressed  a  resolution  to  persevere,  and  penetrate 
further  into  the  country,  and  was  left  with  the  guides  for 
diat  purpose.  The  history  of  these  people  might  well  be  sup* 
posed  to  end  here:  but  their  restless  depositions  were  not  caU 
eulated  to  remain  long  in  peace. 

It  will  be  seen  by  recurring  to  the  month  of  October,  that  a 
boat  had  been  carried  off  in  the  night  by«ome  people  who 
were  supposed  to  have  taken  her  out  to  sea,  where,  from  the 
weakness  of  the  boat,  they  must  have  perished ;  but  they 
were  now,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  heard  of  again.  A 
settler  who  kept  a  boat  gave  information  that  she  had  been 
boarded  in  the  night  off  Mullet  Island  by  these  very  people ; 
and  that  one  of  them,  having  against  his  inclination  been  con- 
cerned in  the  robbery,  bad  left  them  and  returned  to  the  set- 
tlement   From  this  man  the  following  particulars  were  ob-. 
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tained.  Having  effected  the  capture,  thejr  proceeded  to  tlicf 
southward,  with  an  intention  o^  reaching  the  wreck  of  the 
ship  Sydney-Cove.  For  their  guide,  they  had  a  pocket  com* 
pass,  of  which  scarcely  one  man  of  the  fotrteen  who  com- 
posed  the  party  knew  the  use.  In  this  boat  they  were  twice 
thrown  on  shore,  and  at  last  reached  an  island,  where,  had 
they  not  fortunately  found  many  birds  and  seals,  they  roust 
iiievitably  have  perished. 

From  the  inconceivable  hardships  which  they  underwent 
they  would,  to  a  man,  have  gladly  returned,  could  they  have 
hoped  that  their  punishment  would  have  been  any  thing  short 
of  death.  Finding  it  impossible  for  such  a  number  of  dis- 
contented beings  to  continue  of  one  mind,  or  be  able  to  pro- 
cure food  in  their  miserable  situation  for  so  many,  they  judged 
it  necessary,  from  a  motive  of  self-preservation,  that  one  half 
should  deceive  the  other  half;  and  while  they  wneadie^ 
those  who  were  prepared  tock  away  the  boat,  leaving  theft 
seven  wretched  and  unsuspecting  companions  upon  the  dtio- 
late  island,  the  situation  of  which  this  man  could  not  describe 
so  as  to  enable  the  Governor  at  any  time  to  find  it.  Their 
number  now  being  reduced  to  seven,  and  thinking  themselves 
in  danger  so  near  the  settlement,  they  had  been  luriting  for 
some  time  about  Broken  Bay,  with  a  view  of  captuHng  a  bet-^ 
terboat  loaded  with  grain  from  the  Hawkesbury;  and  this 
they  efiected  by  taking  that  which  we  have  mentioned,  and 
afterwards  a  small  one,  containing  upwards  of  fifty  bushels  of 
wheat.  After  putting  their  prisoners  into  the  smaller  beat, 
they  in  the  lai^e^ne  stood  off  to  the  northward;  where  it  is 
was  very  probable  they  would  lose,  their  boat,  she  bong  of 
such  a  Mze,  that  if  they  should  jet  on  sIkmtc  by  any  aeddent, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  launch  her  again,  and  must  findly 
perish. 

Here  we  find  extreme  ignorance,  accompanied  by  great 
cunningy  producing  cruelty;  for  noHiing  less  can  be  said  of 
their  abandoning  the  miserable  uninformed  companions  of 
their  crime.    Sdf^'preservttion  was  their  plea ;  but  wns  there 
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not  m  Mtdiod  nMdn  fktk  reael^  wUch  miglit  bstepfttervti 
the  iNikek  }  Miglit  Aqr  Mt  htve  vtHink«d  to  Sydne j,  mmI 
duMMmthoBMlfwvpM  that  mncf  ^Hridi  the^  bad  oitm 
esercbed  towafd  offimlen.  Even  had  no  such  exampleay 
lMMPev«vgimi  them  rooai  fcr  hope,  the  pamwaion  of  one 
aparh  <rf  geocfOMtjr,  one  raf  of  aaanly  fcelkig»  irnald  have 
Jhfhhl  their  doomng  the  wretched  eompaniona  of  thek  guilt 
mperiah  hy  the  handt  of  savages^orhy  the  niofe  liii^geffing 
pangaof  favvgier;  but  thiaiBone  proof  among  myriadty  that- 
a  mind  long  inw«d  to  crimee  haidena  the  hearty  and  rendeta 
k  calhwa  to  the  pleadings  of  hmnanity. 

Oeoaaional  deaertiona  of  one  or  two  people  at  a  time  had 
oeemnadfiemthefimeaiabKBhnaeBt  of  the  colony;  but  the 
fint  Irish  eooriet8.that  arrived  fram  Ivctand  in  Ae  year  IT^^I, 
went  off  in  nomerona  bodies^  few  of  whom  ever  letamed. 
They  too  were  prepameaaid  widi  anotioo  of  die  poasMbiUty  of 
lieneuataagthreeghthe  wwda  to  China,  and  impartad  the 
aamn  idea  to  all  their  oonutrymen  who-  cmne  alter  them^  en- 
gagingthemindioaaBaeacf  ofiblly  and  madnem.  it  wna 
not  then  to  be  wendemd  at,  dM  IWhon,  wh»had  Facnmed 
ItoA  livfaig  in  the  woods,  ahonl^  among  other  ardolea  of  hi* 
Ibffmation,  mention  his  finding  more  than  fifty  skeletons,  whichr 
the  nadwe  nsawwl  him  had  been  white  men,  who  had  ket 
dMhrw^andperiahed.  This  aeeouBt  wm  oewobentad  by 
dilmint  Enaopeao  articieawhieh  laeaefaand^anehMknieee, 
old  ehoee,  andntber  thiap  which  were  known  not  to  bdai^ 
todmnalk^ 

On  die  90th  the  Fmncis  retnniad  with  Captam  HaaMhmi 
fiomtbewmehof  hi»  ship.  Thie  gentleman  staled,  that  of 
nil  the  arddea  which  had  been  taken  on  shore  imn  d^  vea- 
aelytomeapirilB  aadnaaMdl  qnanti^  of  ooane  clodi  had  akne 
been  samd,  the  leoMMnder  having  been  deetrayed  by  gales  of 
wind  and  bed  wemher.  The  wieek  waa  entfaely  washed 
asmy.  Of  the  six  Lascass  who  had  beeei  left  with  the  pm- 
per9,ooehad  tfed;  the  other  fee  were  fai  health,  and  had 
lived  toleenUf  welL  UUiaff  noosi  n  anisbbemimi  Uand  aa 

so 
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n|afixJ(*§S9>'vio6»aiid  bihb^  as  iliejr.  c«ikh  iM^  TheiB  ponr 
fellows  had  erected  «  8nok»-hoitM^  aodlmlaalttd  mainmim  ^ 
dried  as' mticti  meafc  aa-wonlid'scwrrtli— ■ '  duriag  Hip  ciwing- 
wintsr. 

Nolwithstandiaf  ifte  severe  Iriat  whiab^  €ole^  had  b«ei» 
pMt  to  far  the  death  of  Ye-nr«nM>e^  die  friends^  tlMtt-yotoip. 
man  bad  Dot  tkoogfatit  «ai&eieiit  to  attae  for  hfa  loai^.  One' 
of  them,  Mo-ioo^bra^  m  coanpaajr^with  other  nctMiy  i 
the  culprity  madean  attaek^upon  hioiy  ifnth«< 
put  an  eiHl  to  the  barfneaa-  uid  Us-  life  together^  Goto  he,. 
after  receiving  several  bkms  ob  the  httid^.waatsup|waed  to* 
h6ve  beto  dispatched;  bat  MoHroa->bni,  aaetag  him  iMdre 
aod  attempting  to  rise,  retumed  toftuab  hk-savafe  bvaineBtfr 
ivhidi  so  exa9|)eriited-aiMfther  iiativt,rthait'Ui«a  ngie>  helhaBir 
appear  with  all  hia^fer&e  at^  Mo^roo^bniy  whtoh  eiiterad>  hb' 
right  side,  JHatorer  the'hip«btee^  boA^  wwii^tlimogdmm^ 
waid^ qwtethrdi^ the \Mify pknetralaQg  th^bbdAnr in  j» 
passi^^  Gtf^^tbis«oiiBd^he<fiad'iii*dbeut^aii  bouiw  Ola^the 
sasie  i^eQiag  thia^f ^toPCMi$^iMlow  was  «tte€had  bjD^llMi  fiimida 
<f  the  decease  in^  tlie  iMlId  w«y ;  *  aid»  as^anghttbacspaetad^ 
def^Efded'  hioMelf  with*  gaea^  gidhmtlyv  hut:  JCfoei*A  taie^ 
i^A>Mds. 

Vomari  the  latter ebd^f  thtf  month  $^hAtk'>mmfim^mko^ 
hud  beeo  some  lime  miaaiflg,  n^  biMi^  iit  Ifo  htA 
mmderfed  dboat  ftr  aeveml*da}»iti  sertroh  of  a  road  lo*/CtoM^# 
or  the  lialODy' whereoo'laboar  wia  wqaiaedi  huldda  i 
failing  with  his  provisions,  be  grew  faint,  as  wnil^m  ] 
hearted;' andfdesjpa&tng  efmeetiBg  widi  any  idifci^he  UImI 
jUata^ise  sufficient.to  rererae'lhe  wAteii  JuatBiiotaaorwhiak 
had*beeli  criciiated'aolelf  to^eairy^  hmi  oittv  dmetk^imit  toe 
keep  tHe  duti  6a  a^partibidar  part  of  Iria  bo^  nai^ihig.aMaaid^; 
Ihg to^ dietkie^the'dajF,-  Bf ikk-ntmmmh^ aifeKdM:Mml^ 
t0  the  head  of  Geoige's  River,  wtere,  to  MrtfreitJDjry  be  imr 
inet  by  a  sMkiy^Sia^  afleir  dfetafaungibiaaat  hi^homia  tiiibhia. 
acMilsted  stretigrti  ^mi  aetaraiPBd,  ocedwpaiied  hiur  t^ 
SydHf^    Qir  beings  q«mlioQad*hoir]iafo««Ahi»«^iMk^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VEW^SGVm  'WALES.  i§i 

.^  Ikit'ft  |ii|Mi^0Mipag8  rwUdi  tund  been  gi^en  Inm 
wm  ^JiWBemtiall at^fl ; /fcc^tbcrefoie  kept  his  &ce  toward 
llKftoae^irian'tk&MDreMMAaiii^  bat  if  the  Lordliad  not 
hafii«iviHi«id«,iiet8iMiiitd  have  been  tot;  forhe  had  been  two 
iiiwit  Jaypiw<faoi>t<py  ¥«adf  evcopt  a  MtHe  floor  and  water/' 
'  »0iv4i»tiiat«of<jPebniaryithe  Franeis^was  tigahi  dispatched 
toiliiOj  ww«b  of  thenSydBey^Cove* 

^Wlani  BcBiMMiB^Moraipaaied  fSovemor  PhiHip  to  Eng- 
iMMlki theytmlT92i  he  leflr* a  young-wife  to  deplore  hi^ ab- 
ffpiiee.  '  The  ■lauucni  of  aayageg,  inithis  inatance,  were  found 
somewhat  to  resemble  those  of  civilized  life.  The  lady  sor- 
to  Iheinportuiiities  of *a  youthful  lover ;  and  of  fiim 
so  eattnoared,' that  neither  the  entreaties,  the 
,  ae^thepresei^tsof  her  husband  at  his  return,  could 
lfiduce*ller  «>>  isave  km.  From  that  thneshe  was  considered 
%f  (May  one,  Beanillong  excepted,  as  the  wife  of  Ca^-ni-ey. 
*Iti  IJrtiliij^'fctmsetf  nq^lected'by  other  females  whose  smiles 
%B  Uiiitril'  ^iftsr  •  the  ftshion  of  his  country  indeed),  some- 
*}imu  SMght  tgbahmec*the  moltifieation  by  the  forced  em- 
4mees  of  Uft'*a4fe;'b«it,'  her  screams  generrily  bringing  her 
'imer  lo  lier  asiistanee,  he  was  not  often  successful.  In  one 
46f^  thasls  attfttapts  he*  came*  dff  with  a-  severe  wound  in  the 
flMd/Mte'iady  'and  her  ktver'teughmg  very  heartily  at  die 
wgv^hMi  ilWAasiooed. 

'^  'iUKKlMemop  h«i4^gi)em  inftmed,  bysome  natives  who 
aJiieH»  imtm  iiulgi|buaihood>  oP  the  Oow-pasture  plains,  that 
awrawil aii<h»wild^at<ie 'had  been fcilled^and  imagininf thb 
?ari»flMti<yhavirf<)e6ii<dane  by  some  t>f  the  IriMi  t.*onvicts  (who 
» th0  Mttto))  a  party  of  the  fnilitary,  with 
i  wtU  ^ioqaaintad  with,  that  part  of  the  comw 
iap)(|iarai''seni  aat,  having'  oidevs  t^sarprise,  and  if  possible  to 
'Afkcr:*Mi^  absent  some  days^tbey  Tetnmed, 
■,'  that,  havteg  searched  i^e  country  round,  no 
gttieMWsmt»  bo  seen  of  Ibe  eattle  «n  -any  of  the  places  whese 
othajvhod  basaf <toailoaied4o> tapge,  nor  didth^  meet  wfrii 
i  l.tbat>.che4Kaiaves  paiMsted  in^  asserting  their 
2  02 
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hnix^mu  wUte  men  in  tbitqiaartei^aBAaMidAatiMM 
of  tbe  calves  had  been  ma  down  by  di«.  ThkmmM^m^ 
po8Bible,Hmd  the  idea  was  aoaiewhat  tfeafihsmdlj  hf  Ihaar 
finding  several  sbart  spearafpointed  with  the  lag  boae. 
k^^oonio^  wUoh  wore  SMpposed  to  be desjgMd lori 
dke  ealvca  when  eanght  Altboog^  it  was  the  opbion  of 
these  people^  thiit  the  cattle  had  quitted  the  part  of  tilcouwiUf 
in  which  tiiey  had  been  so  loqg  iuiown  togpsnc^  then  woe  yet 
much  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  not  the  oaae;  ftr  on 
visiting  them  before,  tiiey  weie  notohn^  ioiHidafttbeeaaao 
spot. 

On  die  dtk  of  Febiuarjr,  the  three  pevieos  who  hadboaftp 
sent  out  with  the  Irishoien,  that  were  so  desiioas  of  disoorop* 
ing  a  cooatiy  where  ibey  might  live  mens  at  their  esM^  so* 
turned^  so  much  exhausted  with  the  ladfoey  that  thef  ha4 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  made  their  way  bad^  8y  tbeivoo* 
count,  they  had  travelled  io  a  Erection  S.  W.  iluiii  fnipihp  W. 
about  140  miles  from  Parramatta;  a  gma^  dislatfw  4fasii 
any  European  bad  ever  hefoie  b^en.  Tbfif  bnnigbt  wStk 
them  a  bird  (many  of  which  they  had  met  witl^^  imd  Jwfajoh 
on  examination  appeared  to  be  a  variety  of  tbo  hii4  $S  9snn- 
disc.  The  size  of  this  curiowi  and  handsome  bird  tnas  dial 
^a  common  ben  J  the  oolopr.aipddisb  bliMdit.llieJWillta^ 
the  legs  black  and  very  strong :  the  taili  abeuC  IMO.faol  im 
lengthy  wa6  formed  of  seveml  fealbei%  two  of  wUsh  awMHtlM 
principal,  haviiifthomterlpr.  aides  aaaUapedoltsMMlly  4tfa 
deeper  or  lighter  reddish  biowa  iiiciiM|g.to 
gently  into  a  white  or  silver  eolqmr  nwt 
each  other^  and  at  the  very  extiemi^.  toraiittatiiig.  in^*  ktmA 
black  round  finishing.  The  diffbmce of  cokuaivi  Ae^Mii* 
lops  did  not  proceed  fiom.  a^r  psewe  die^pi  in  iimmimf 
itself,  but  from  the  texture  of  the  feathei^  wfaioh  wnanliaHHla- 
hf  diidier  and  thmner.  The  fibres  of  the  ouloc  M^  lof  jiha 
stem  were  narrow  and  of  a  lead  arionr.  Two^othag  faath  w 
of  equal  length,  and  of  a  blueish  orlaadaatanr,  lagr^vwiUn 
those,  very  narrow,  and  having  fihms.otily  aiaaaii  iiit  nf  Ae 
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mem.    Miny  other  featlicn  of  the  aune  kngdi  kj  whhm 
t  igetiiy  iriiidi  were  of  e  pak  greyish  ookNur^  aod  of  the 
Micate  texturet  resembUng  noie  the  akektott  of  m 
I  a  perfect  one. 


CHAP,  xxva 


Iff  Bvt  ntwM  fram  an  Eacwwiftp— BMrticnhw  A  Salt  Hill  ditco- 
▼end— SoiD«  Irish  Eonaw^  sorrender— Ezaeiitioii»— An  Old  Wo« 
.  man  accused  of  dreamii^—MiMioDarici  arrive  ffom  Otaheite— The 
Lady  Shore  Transport  deliTered  up  by  the  Spaniaids— filitrionariea 
•ettled— The  Hunter  arrives  from  Benyl-  Several  antvala— Gontcrtt 
aespeetiiig  die  Female  Convicts. 

Wnvthe  ripenfaigof  the  maize  fields,  the  depredations  of  the 
iiattfes  retumed.  Oothe  19th  of  Feb.  the  Governor  reoeivedm 
dispatch  from  Furamatta,  containing  an  aecount,  thai  a  mast 
imd  heea  murdered  by  them  nearToongabbe,  and  throe  othem 
Mreretf  wotmded :  a  few  days  after,  two  others  were  kifled 
in  the  aame  manner.  Hiese  circumstances  rendered  it  afaso* 
laidy  necessaiy  to  send  out  numerous  Well-armed  parties^ 
and  atfesck  them  wherever  they  should  be  met  with;  fwleniqr 
ilr  foriMaeanee  had  only  been  followed  by  repeated  acts  oif 


Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  Ilr.  Bass,  the  suigeoa 
«f  the  Afl&mce^  returned  from  an  excursion  in  an  open  boat 
io  Ae  seuAwmd,  after  an  absence  of  twelve  weeks.  This 
frntlf man  requested  At  Governor  to  allow  hhn  a  boat,  and 
fomulliin  ie  man  her  with  volunteers  from  the  King^s  ships  | 
pnepoahig  lof  f^aloiig  the  coast,  and  make  su^  observatkMM 
«e  might  he  in  hispowen  The  Gofemor  readily  consenting^ 
lMaet4wM,aa  weB  providedarthe  sixe  of  his  boat  would  allow; 
sndlnherpiuGeeded  as  far  to  die  southward  as  the  ktitude 
40deg.  00  mitt,  visitmg  eveiy  opening  m  the  coast;  but  only 
sA  ctteplact  In  die  southward  and  westward  of  Point  HickiL 
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finditv  I  harboiir  cqsKble  of  acbnkdiig  skqM.  There  ^vu 
every  appearance  of  an  extensive  stiait,  or  rather  as  open 
sea,  ibetweea  the  latitudes  of  S9  deg.  and  40  deg.'south;  and 
that  Van  Dieman's  land  consisted  (as  had  been  coiyotnw^ 
of  a  group  of  islands  lyin^  oflFthe  southern  coast  of  the  country. 

It  appeared  from  Mr,  Bass's  account,  that  there  was  but 
very  little  good  ground  4o  the  southward.  His  occarional 
excursions  into  the  Interior,  situated  as  he  found  himself  with 
an  open  boat,  in  which  he  could  carry  but  a  small  stock  of 
provisions,  coutd  not  be  very  extemrive;  he,  however,  wenit 
&r  enough  to  discover  that  there  was  but  little  good  land  near 
-die  sea;  but,  had  it  even  been  superior  to  those  parts  which 
were  known,  the  want  of  barboars,  even  for  -small  vessels, 
would  lessen  its  value  much.  He  regretted  that  he  liad  not 
been  possessed  of  a  better  vessel,  which  would  have  enabled 
hm  to  eircaniBavigaite  Van  Diie»en's  land.  Ob  Ms  return, 
lie  picked  up,  on  an  island  near  the  coast,  the-setren  vien  wIm^ 
it  may  be  temenbeped,  were  a  part  of  ihose  Aat  had  canicd 
offaaetder's  boat,  and  had  been  left;  by  tfaehr  eonapaiiions. 
Being  utterly  inoapable  of  taking  them  into  his  beat^  he  put 
tbem  vipom  the  main  hmd,  aller  furanshing  lliem  with  ariiat 
was  nepeasavy  for  their  support.  Two,  who  were  ill,  iie  !toek 
into  his  boat,  and  kft  the  other  ^llve  to  begin  their  nuDch  of 
bur  handved  miles  to  Part  Jacksoni  The  f -were  iMiAfwisaif 
and  almost  starved,  and  must  have  inevitably  perished  Iwi 
not  Mr«  Bass  distoMered  them. 

Wsdaa&g  to  obtain  further  informadon  veapeetitig  a  mk^ 
Uil,  seen,  by  the  guides  m  tftieir  late  excardkxi  iwMi  the  fciah 
convicts,  the  Cbvemor  had  sent  a  trusty  penon  tUdaer,  At 
im  return  he  prodnced  aome  speeimeBS  of  vuifeos  ^ivteiof 
aalt  uduch  h^ell  b  with  in  diff^nt  plaoea,  often  and  twolfe 
jfoet  an-dept^  He  reported  that  he  found  ihe  eountry  evaqr 
iwhere  iafeeriected  with  mammy  but  deep  uafd  tapid  hauuLhm 
«fiiiediwuter  rivers,  over  some  of  whidilie  was  oUligea  to 
«wun;  otbera he iras aUeto ford. 
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Httvi^g beeadtrected  tosedi for  lihe  wiM  oattki  he  feond 
them  about  six  miles  from  the  place  where  they  had  usualljf 
Wen  found ;  the  herd  was  mvcb  more  numerous  than  any  that 
had  hitherto  been  seen^  amounting  to  at  least  170»  besidei 
wemai  stragglcvs;.  It  was  a  aatisfacion  to  know  thbt  ihey 
were  perfocdy  safe. 

The  men  vrin,  ta  the  beginning  of  January,  had  boarded  and 
eanied  off  a  beat^  were  beard  of  in  the  latter  end  of  March, 
when  a  Wftxt  was  spread  that  a  piratical  boat  was  infesting 
the  harbour  of  Broken  Bay,  and  the  Hawkesbury ;  and  the 
MlowiBgday  a  letter,  signed  by  these  men,  was  received  by 
ifae  Gofemor,  in  which  they  professed  to  repent  of  their 
ionner  conduct,  and  implored  forgiveness.  They  said  that 
diey  had  been  wrecked,  and  with  difficulty  got  on  shore,  sav«& 
iDg  u  modi  of  the  remains  of  their  boat  as  enabled  them  t6 
build  a  aawlterooe,  in  which  they  had  returned,  to  surrender 
themt^Tes  to  justice  $  pretending  to  have  had  their  eyes 
opened  to  the  danger  with  which  attempts  at  desertion  from 
thfi  ccioof  must  ever  be  attended,  and  promising  to  convince 
the  minds  of  their  igiM>rant  countrymen  that  every  such  at- 
tempt must  be  followed  by  inevitable  ruin.  The  language  of 
this  letter  was  for  above  the  capacity  of  any  of  the  party;  the 
troth  wasy  they  had  proposed  to  live  by  piracy ;  but  aftei^  the 
loss  of  tlieir  boat,  being  no  longer  able  to  procure  provisions, 
and  in^danger  of  being  takers  they  determmed  on  ^ving  tiiiem- 
fltlvw  up  ai  the  safest  course  they  had  left. 

They  were  armed  with  five  musquets;  and  certainly  had 
the  will,  aa  well  as  the  ability,  to  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief. 
They-mwft  placed  in  confinement,  and  charges  preferred 
Hainirt  diem  for  piracy,  which  was  absolutely  necessary ;  as 
dM  sofleriDgs  of  such  offences  to  pass  with  impunity  would 
l|Kve  been  productive  of  the  greatest  evil. 

SiMtaea  months  having  elapsed  since  either  provisions  or 
•ians:had  been  received,  arrivals  from  England  1>egan  to  be 
ntlier  aoxioiiBly  expected.  Public  works  went  on  slow'lyi 
At  servanta  of  Crovemmem  being  but  few  in  proportiovi  to  tN 
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Uboortobe  perfbmedbjrtlMaiya^allkindiof  i 
Wd  ui  qatfitj,  and  scvoe. 

ThcK  had  been  very  Ihtk  imeniiiitkm  of  ndo,  ttoo^ 
H^htningt  dorii^  the  whcde  of  this  mootb. 

April  opened  with  a  neoetaarir  aet  of  joftiee.  Five  OMi 
were  capitally  convicted,  before  the  court  of  criminal  jn^ca* 
tave,  of  aeiilng  boaH  widi  an  intent  to  Mcape  faooD  the  ookny. 
One  man  was  capitally  convicted  of  a  robbery;  tbree  wme 
Innsported  to  Norftrik  blaod^  and  one  was  adjudged  toeor- 
poial  pontsbment 

Two  of  the  five  condemned  for  seizii^p  the  heals  anfced 
dealb  at  Sydney,  after  a  week's  preparation  far  that  awftd 
moment  Their  compenionB  were  respited  at  thejdaoeof 
OMcntkm.  These  unfortunate  people  were  both  eitmneljr 
pfoitienr,  oonfosied  the  justice  of  their  sentence,  and  adusMw 
ledged  imr  muck  mischief  they  had  done,  and  how  mudi 
more  diey  meditated,  had  they  not  been  overtaken  by  jusdce. 

The  sattlei%  although  certainly  undeserving  of  the  attntkm 
whicb  diey  met  with  from  the  Governor,  were  constantly  hqr<^ 
ing  their  oomphdnts  before  him ;  many  of  tlmse  ^ber  did 
notesiitatallfOrwere  of  a  most  trivial  nature :  one  of  tba 
number,  however,  called  for  his  serious  attentkm.  ItorfgiuH 
ted  in  the  unbounded  rage  far  traffic  that  pervaded  oeariy  dm 
udKde  eettleosent  The  deliveiy  of  grain  into  the  puUic 
storehouses,  when  open  for  that  purpose^  was  so  oesB|ilelaly 
monopolixed,  that  die  settlers  had  but  few  opportnnirias  of 
getting  the  fall  value  for  their  crops.  A  fcw  words  witt  place 
this  iniquitouB  combiDataon  in  its  proper  light.  The  setdor 
found  himself  dirost  out  from  the  granary,  by  a  man  whose 
greater  opulence  created  greater  inOuence.  He  war  thm 
driven  by  his  necomities  to  dispose  of  his  grain  for  leas  than 
half  its  value.  To  whom  did  he  dispooe  of  it  ?  to  the  vesy 
man  whose  greater  opuknoe  enabled  him  to  purchase  it»  and 
whose  greater  influence  could  get  it  received  into  the  publio 
store !  Ohrder  after  order,  had  been  issued  on  this  very  snb* 
jeiQt,  the  siordieepeis  being  asost  pointedly  directed  to  givw 
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thfe  prefereDce  to  the  mail  whose  gfaia  wa^  |he  pfodafe  «f  his 
owa  labour ;  ftad  if  any  hro^v  were  5h^w%  to  kt  it  be  to  th? 
poor  but  iodustrious  settler.  But  these  necessary  and  hwaaiif 
directioDs  bad  been  too  often  frustrated  by  cir«iup8laDcea 
which  were  carefully  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  QoTfui^ 
nor ;  it  was,  however^  proved  to  him,  that  ofk  oocaaipo  of  thf 
atore  at  die  Hawkesbury  being  opened  for  the  ntceptioa  of 
1500  bushels  of  wheat,  the  whole  waaetigfosaed  by  two  or 
three  of  these  opulent  traders,  to  the  exclusion  and  ifij^ry  af 
others,  and  of  the  petty  farmers  in  generah  The  store-t^eeper 
was  not  dismissed,  because  a  better  might  not  have  hew 
found;  but  the  Governor  directed,  that  half  the  qnantiiy  of 
wheat  thus  partially  and  improperly  put  in  should  he  lakea 
away,  and  room  made  for  the  accommodaiioQ  of  the.settleas. 

A  report  prevailed  among  the  labouring  people,  particular- 
ly the  Irish,  who  were  always  foreoM^t  in  every  miaehief  and 
discontent,  that  an  old  woman  had  prophesied  the  arrifiai  of 
several  French  frigates,  or  larger  ships  oi  war,  who  were,  after 
destroying  the  settkment,  to  liberate  and  take  off  the  whole 
of  the  convicts.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  rtdi^ulous  tale 
vas  drcukted  is  incredible ;  and  the  eflecl  such  as  might  be 
expected.  One  refractory  fellow,  while  working  in  a  nuaMf- 
oua  gang  at  Toongabbe,  threw  down  his  hoe,  advanced  before 
the  rest,  and  gave  three  cheen  ior  liberty*  Thia  fw  a  wk3e 
seemed  well  received;  but  the  business  was  rather  unplea- 
santly interrupted,  by  the  advocate  for  liberty  bang  seked  by 
order  €f  a  magistrate,  tied  up,  and  treated  with  a  severe 
flogging.  The  prophetess,  a  poor  old  Scotch  women,  took  aa 
early  opportunity  of  exculpating  herself  to  the  Governor^  ' 
whom  she  assured  of  her  innocence ;  protesting  that  all  the 
Ibandation  for  the  accusation  against  her  was,  her  having  re- 
lated a  dream  that  she  had  had,  of  ships  having  arrived* 

On  the  14th,  a  small  brig,  the  Nautilus,  arrived  from 
Otaheite  in  very  great  distress,  being  leaky  and  worn  out.  In 
her  came  several  of  the  M  i$^ionaries  who  liad  been  sent  thither 
from  England  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  tiie  Christian 
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religion ;  bat  wbo,  not  feeling  themselves  on  a  comfortalble 
footing  with  the  natives  of  that  island^  had  eagerly  embraced 
theopportanity  of  quitting  it  with  their  families^  to  the  num* 
her  of  nineteen,  who  embarked  in  this  little  vessel.  Her  size 
not  admitting  of  her  receiving  any  more,  six  or  seven  were  of 
necessity  left  behind,  whose  fate  was  certainly  very  pfecarioos* 
Those  who  had  arrived  were  treated  by  the  colonists  with 
every  attention,  and  every  possible  relief  administered  to  their 
distresses. 

The  expected  signal  for  a  vessel  was  at  length  made,  and 
OB  the  Idth  the  ship  Harwell  arrived  from  England,  with 
male  ccmvicts,  and  some  stores  and  provisions^.  Having 
touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  she  there  heard  the  loss 
of  the  Lady  Shore  transport  in  her  passage  to  Port  Jackson^ 
having  on  board  about  60  convicts,  three  only  of  whom  we.^ 
males,  and  a  large  assortment  of  all  kind  of  stores,  whidi  had 
been  so  long  and  so  greatly  wanted.  There  was  also  a  com- 
plete company  of  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
on  board,  to  whom  was  owing  the  loss  of  the  ship;  ibr,  after 
murdering  the  commander^  and  his  first  mate,  they  loric  pos- 
session of  the  ship,  and  canied  her  into  Rio  de  la  Plata,  where 
she  was  delivered  up  to  the  S^niards.  This  ship^  besides  the 
public  atores,  had  a  great  deal  of  private  property  oo  boacd, 
and  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  colony. 

In  the  Barwell  arrived  a  judge-advocate,  in  &e  room  of 
Captain  Collins,  who  had  resigned  that  situation. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  settlers  at  the 
northern  farms  were  much  annoyed  by  the  natives,  who  came 
down  in  a  body,  and  burnt  several  houses.  This  was  not  the 
only  misfortune  that  attended  the  fiirmers  at  this  time, 
as  much  mischief  occurred  from  a  violent  squall  of  wind, 
attended  with  a  shower  of  hail-stones,  many  of  which 
measured  six  inches  in  circumference,  and  appeared  to  be  an 
accumulation  of  smaller  hail-stones,  which  had  adhered  toge- 
ther, by  the  intensity  of  the  cold  in  the  higher  region  of  the 
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fiir,  until  duey  became  of  the  above  aize.  Much  rab  fell 
during  the  motitb. 

The  4tb  of  Juue  was,  as  usual,  observed  with  all  the  respect 
and  attention  so  peculiarly  its  due^  and  on  the  6th  the 
-Govemor  weot  up  to  Panramatta,  in  order  to  travel  into  the 
aaoithern  district,  in  search  of  a  proper  place  for  settling,  as 
ifarmers,  such  of  the  missiooaries  lately  arrived  from  Otaheitc^ 
as  were  disposed  to  continue  in  the  settlement*  He  also  pro* 
posed  to  fix  there  aome  free  settlers  who  had  been  sent  out  by 
Government^  if  be  should  find  a  suflBciency  of  good  ground* 
On  a  minute  examination-of  the  country,  be  had  every  reason 
lof  Bonounce  it  supericnr  to  any  that  had  yet  been  seen,  and  in 
^antity  equal  to  the  establishment  of  several  families.  Tlie 
land  was  not  only  good  and  well-watered,  but  every  where 
easily  cleared,  and  at  the  convenient  distance  of  five  or  six 
miles  from  Parramatta.  Being  satisfied  with  the  situation) 
he  recommended  it  to  the  missionaries ;  but  the  most  of  them 
declined  it.  To  the  few  who  consented,  a  proportion  of  tools, 
grain,  and  such  assistance  as  could  be  spared,  was  given. 

The  house  of  Campbell  and  Clarice,  at  Calcutta,  not  dis- 
couraged by  the  fate  of  their  unfortunate  ship,  the  Sydney- 
Cove  (of  which  they  were  the  proprietors),  fitted  out  another, 
a  snow,  which,  in  compliment  to  the  Govemor,  they  named 
the  Hunter,  and  sent  her  down  with  an  assortment  of  India 
goods,  and  a  few  cows  and  horses.  She  arrived  on  the  10th 
of  the  month ;  when  the  Governor,  to  crush  as  much  as  pos* 
sible  the  spirit  of  monopoly  which  had  so  long  subsisted,  gave 
public  notice,  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  should  be  disposed  of 
until  the  settlers  in  the  different  districts  had  stated  to  him 
what  sums  of  money  they  could  severally  raise;  which,  it  was 
to  be  understood,  must  be  in  government  notes  then  in  ibeir 
possession,  and  not  those  which  they  might  purchase  jupon 
the  strength  of  their  crops. 

It  was  also  ordered,  that  no  boat  or  person  (except  the 
pilot-boat,  or  such  other  as  might  be  sent  with  an  officer  to 
bring  on  shore  the  public  dispatches)  should  attempt  to  board 
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any  ^  Mrivfttg  in  tlie  hinix>ar,  until  At  should  be  pnfpcaty 
secured  in  the  Cove,  and  the  master  had  been  wiA  the  CSo^ 
irernor  and  recfeivcd  the  port-orders. 

Captain  HaYnihdti,  the  commander  6f  die  Sjrdney-Cove^ 
survived  the  arrival  of  the  Hunter  but  a  few  days.  He  never 
^covered  from  the  distresses  and  hardships  wlHch  he  sulfered 
on  the*los$  of  his  shtp^  and  died  ^exceedingly  regretted  by  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  month  of  July  opened  with  the  arrival  of  the  ComWE^ 
southern  whaler,  the  master  of  which  informed  the  Goi^emor^ 
that  some  Spanish  cruisei^  having  appeared  off  Cape  Honr^ 
ttie  whalers  of  the  southern  fishery  were  directed  to  pass  kn6 
these  seas  during  the  war.  The  Cornwall  was  followed  hf 
two  others,  the  Eliza  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Ae 
Sally. 

This  circumstance  was  likely  to  be  attended  wiflisome  ll^ 
vantages  to  the  settlement.  The  whale-fishing  on  fheuMM 
Would  be  eflfectuany  tried,  and  the  position  of  shoals,  or  the 
existence  of  harbours  or  rivers,  ascertained. 

Having  in  a  few  days  refitted  their  ships,  the  thr^  whlikis 
sailed  upon  their  fishing  voyages. 

Previous  to  their  departure,  the  Argo,  a  small  Aoierioaa 
schooner,  arrived,  last  from  the  Isle  of  France,  baviogofl 
board  a  cargo  of  salt  provisions,  some  French  brandy,  md 
other  articles,  upon  speculation ;  and  on  the  18th  arrived  the 
Britannia  whaler  from  England,  with  94  female  convicts. 
The  cattle  that  came  in  the  Hunter,  and  which  were  sold  by 
auction  about  the  same  time,  were  not  greater  objects  of  coih 
test  than  were  these  ladies,  the  number  of  women  in  the  set<» 
tlements  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  men. 

The  weather  during  July  was  much  colder  than  commoD 
at  that  season ;  and  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country  there 
syas  a  sharp  frost  every  night 
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CHAP.  xxvm. 

*rhe  Norfolk  prepares  to  sail  on  a  voyageof  disooveiy — Unnatural  custom. 
among  the  Natives^-^The  Church  at  Sydney  burned — ^Regulations — 
Bennillong — The  Francis. returns  from  Norfolk  Island — ^A  Battery 
completed — Unruly  behaviour  of  the  Irish. 

Th«  Governor  wishing  to  havoi  that  part  of  the  coast  ex- 
amined in  which  a  strait  was  supposed  to  exist  (between  the 
ladttide  of  39deg.  S.  and  the  land  hitherto  deemed  the 
Mmthem  promontoiy  ai  New  Holland,  and  called  Van  Die* 
xnan's  kild),  resohred  on  sending  Lieutenant  Flinders  and 
Mr.  Bas^  of  the  Relianeey  on  that  service,  in  the  Norfolk  (a 
Mfiall  decked  boat  which  had  lately  been  sent  from  Norfolk 
Island) ;  and  gave  orders  for  her  being  pn^>erly  fitted  for  the 
voyage. 

Eartjr  in  AngHSt  a  battle  tock  place  among  the  natives^  in 
tvMch  Bei|iiiik>ng  was  very  dangerously  wounded. 

From  the  knowledge  diat  was  daily  gained  <rf  the  inhuman 
falibits  and  ctistoms  of  these  people,  their  being  so  thinly 
scattered  through  the  country  ceased  to  be  matter  of  surprise. 
It  was  constantly  seen,  that  from  some  trifling  cause  or  other 
they  were  continually  living  in  a  state  of  warfare ;  to  this  must 
be  added  their  brutal  treatment  of  tiheir  women,  who  are 
tliemselves  equally  destructive  to  the  measure  of  population^ 
by  the  horrid  and  cruel  custom  of  endeavouring  to  cause  mis« 
carriage ;  this  their  female  acquaintance  effect  by  pressing 
the  body  in  such  a  way,  as  to  destroy  the  infant  in  the  Womb; 
wlHch  vkflfence  not  vtnfinequently  occasions  the  death  of  the 
vnnatural  mother  also.  To  this  they  have  recourse,  to  avoid 
the  trottUe  of  carrying  the  infant  when  born,  which,  when  it 
is  very  young,  or  at  the  breast,  is  the  duty  of  the  woman, 
llieopemtion  for  this  destructive  purpose  is  termed  mee^bra. 
The  burying  an  infant  (when  at  the  breast)  with  the  mother^ 
if  she  should  die,  is  another  shocking  cause  of  the  thitmoB  of 
population  among  them. 
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A  second  battle  among  the  natives  was  fought  during  the 
month,  in  which  three  were  killed,  and  several  wounded; 
among  the  latter  was  Bennillong,  who  had  but  just  recovered 
from  Ills  former  wound. 

The  weather  in  July  had  been  remarkably  cold :  In  August 
it  was  as  remarkably  sultry,  and  the  wind  high,  which  set 
many  parts  of  the  country  on  fire,  and  destroyed  some  pro- 
perty. The  surveyor-general's  house,  with  every  article  in 
it^  was  consumed. 

On  the  17th  the  Barwell  sailed  for  China.  By  her  the 
Governor  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor-General  of  India; 
informing  his  lordship,  that  having  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  copies  of  the  letters  upon  the  subject  of  raisiog 
recruits  in  Port  Jackson  fcMr  the  army  in  India,  which  had  beea 
received  in  the  year  17^6,  by  the  officers  who  were  sent  from 
Calcutta ;  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  that 
the  incoQveoiencies  attending  such  a  measure  would  m<xe 
than  counter-balance  the  advantages  of  it,  and  that  pennissioii 
for  that  purpose  could  not  therefore  be  granted. 

Another  adventurer  entered  the  port  on  the  1st  of  October, 
viz.  the  Semiramis,  from  Rhode  Island,  boXind  to  China. 
She  made  her  passage  in  three  months  and  nine  days. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  church  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Cove  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  every  effijit 
to  save  it  proved  ine£Pectual ;  for  the  building  being  covered 
with  thatch,  which  was  at  the  time  exceedingly  dry  and  oom- 
bustible,  it  was  completely  consumed  in  one  hour.  This  was 
a  great  loss ;  for  during  the  working  days  of  the  weA  the 
building  was  used  as  a  school,  in  which  from  a  150  to  200 
children  were  educated,  under  the  immediate  inspectioa  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  clergyman.  As  this  building  stood  alone, 
and  no  person  was  suffered  to  remain  in  it  after  the  school 
hours,  there  was.  not  a  doubt  but  the  atrocious  act  was  the 
effect  of  design,  and  had  been  perpetrated  in  consequence  of 
an  otfiet  enforcing  attendance  on  divine  service,  and  with  a 
riew  of  rendering  the  sabbath  a  day  of  as  little  decency  aDd 
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•obriety  as  any  other  in  the  week.  The  workers  of  the  mis* 
chief  were,  however^  disappointed;  for  the  Governor,  highly 
irritated  at  such  a  shameful  act,  suffered  not  a  single  Sunday 
to  be  lost,  having  ordered  a  new  store-house,  which  was  just 
finished,  to  be  fitted  up  as  a  church. 

On  the  7th  the  two  Americans  sailed  for  China ;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Nautilus  brig  and  Norfolk  long-boat  sailed  for 
Van  Diemen's  land.  The  Nautilus  was  to  try,  during  that 
season,  what  the  seal-fishing  among  the  islands  to  the  south- 
ward might  produce.  In  the  Norfolk  were  Lieutenant  Flin- 
ders and  Mr.  Bass,  who  were  instructed  to  examine  the  exist- 
ence  of  the  strait  supposed  to  divide  Van  Dieman's  land  from 
the  continent. 

The  rage  for  trade  occasioned  such  a  continued  scene  of 
contention  and  litigation  among  the  people,  that  much  inccyn- 
venience  was  experienced*  in  the  liberties  which  were  taken 
of  imprisoning  the  public  servants  of  the  crown  for  debts  con- 
tracted with  many  of  the  petty  dealers ;  notwithstanding  an 
order  which  had  been  given  out  in  the  year  1788,  by  the  late 
Governor  Phillip,  in  which  the  colony  was  informed,  that  the 
convicts  had  no  property  of  their  own,  their  clothing,  tbeir 
time,  and  their  labour,  being  the  property  of  Government 
and  not  at  their  own  disposal.  This  order  having  worn  out 
of  their  recollection,  it  became  necessary  to  renew  it  Notice 
was  therefore  given,  that  the  public  servants  of  the  crown 
were  not  to  be  detained  from  their  duty  by  imprisonment  ftn: 
debt  I  and  if  any  person  should  be  desirous  of  accommodating 
them  with  credit,  it  must  be  wholly  and  absolutely  upon  the 
strength  of  their  own  good  faith  in  the  integrity  of  such 
people,  and  not  under  the  idea  that  they  could  arrest  and  im- 
prison them  according  to  the  forms  of  law ;  and  it  was  to  be 
generally  understood,  that  Government  would  by  no  means 
dispense  with  the  labour  of  its  servants  for  the  accommodation 
of  any  private  dealings  whatever. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  another  fire  happened  in  Syd- 
ney.   A  |ow  of  buildings,  which  had  been  erected  tor  the 
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nuroesyanfloilber  persous  employed  sAout  the  bospit^ww 
9et  QQ  $9e  and  (otalljii  coDsuoofd* 

Toward  tbe  latter  eod  of  tl)/e  montk  the  Goveroor  visited 
ik»  settlers  at  tl\e  Hawkesbury^  and  naadfo  some  useful  regol»- 
tions  in  the  prices  of  labour.  He  found  the  fanos  promising 
plisixty. 

.  On  the  27th  the  Marquis  ComwaUis  arrived  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  vrith  a  cargo  of  cattle  on  GbverBioeot's  ac- 
6ci«iit)  eoBSistiDg  of  158  cows  and  20  bulls* 
-  ifistead  of  living  peaceably  and  pleasautly  at  the  Goveroor's 
knuie,  as  he  certainly  always  xiii^t  have  doae.  Bennillmg 
preferred  the  rude  and  daogerosus  society  of  bia  owo  cQuotry** 
men ;  visiting  the  settlement  only  when  induced  by  tbe  r&f 
coltoetion  of  tbb  oomforCs,  whSeh  he  could  no  where  else  0b> 
tain.  lateUigencQ  now  reached  the  town  that  he  was  agaio 
dangerously  wounded.  This  wan  bad  lately  received  and  re^ 
eovered  of  aewral  wounds,  any  of  which  woi|ld  have  beea 
aui^cient  to  hare  destroyed  a  European.  But  these  people, 
ni  general,  owed  their  exetenoe  more  to  their  good  habit  of 
body  (living  free  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  and  the 
lumiries  of  the  table)  than  to  any  other  cause.  Unless  this  be 
admitted,  it  will  be. difficult  to  account  for  their  surviving  tbe 
desperate  wounds  which  they  had  been  often  known  to  receive. 

An  instance  of  the  fatal  effects  of  misguided  conduct,  and 
a  too  late  sense  of  criminality,  occurred  about  this  time  in  the 
tragical  end  of  Nathaniel  Franklyn,  the  Governor's  stesward. 
This  man,  whom  he  had  brought  from  England,  had  Ae 
whole  care  and  management  of  his  Excellency's  domestic 
eoncerns  intrusted  to  him.  He  had  been  repeatedly  etrntUm- 
ed  by  hfs  master  againn  the  many  artful  and  deagning  ac- 
quaintances whicii  he  had  formed  )n  the  town ;  it  was  proved, 
however,  that  he  had  not  possessed  fortitude  enough  to  with- 
stand thesr  solieitauons,  but  bad  oonaented  to  rob  the  (Gover- 
nor to  a  very  considerable  amount,  abu^ng  the  unlimited  con- 
fidence which  had  been  placed  in  bim,  and  making  use  of  his 
Dame  in  a  most  iniquitous  manner.    Of  the .  in&my  of  his 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


KEW  -SOUTH  WALES.  305 

conduct  he  was  at  last  fatally  sensible;  and,  rearing  into  a 
shrubbery  in  the  garden  of  his  injured  master's  house,  shot 
himself  through  the  head.  ^ 

ITie  hanrest,  which  was  begun  in  November,  was  completed 
early  in  December;  hut,  owing  to  a  most  tedious  and  unfor- 
tunate drought  of  ten  months,  the  wheat  did  not  turn  out 
aiore  than  one-third  of  what  had  been  expected. 

On  the  19th  the  Francis  schooner  arrived  from  Norfolk 
Island,  where  all  were  in  good  health.  Lieutenant  Shortland^ 
who  had  received  dh*ections  to  search  for  Sir  Charles  Middle- 
ton  island  and  shoal,  on  his  return  produced  his  journal  and  a 
chart  of  the  various  traverses  which  he  had  made  in  quest  of 
the  island,  and  compared  them  with  those  made  formerly  by 
Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  Ball  in  his  Majesty's  armed  brig 
Supply,  who  had  been  sent  by  Governor  Phillip  expressly  on 
the  same  pursuit.  The  extensive  range  taken  by  tliose  two 
officers  in  the  search,  and  their  not  having  met  with  even  any 
indications  of  land  near  that  situation,  left  little  reason  to  be- 
lieve in  the  existence  of  the  island.  That  of  the  shoal  wa^ 
:  not  so  doubtful,  there  being  much  reason  to  believe  that  a 
dangerous  bank  or  shoal  did  somewhere  thereabouts  exist. 

The  Indlspei^able  anc^  Britannia  whalers,  which  had  been 
fishing  on  the  coast,  returned  on  the  29th,  for  the  repairing  of 
some  defects  and  to  refresh  their  crews.  They  had  not  been 
oiore  than  30  leagues  from  the  coast,  and  thought  themselves 
rather  successful  for  the  time  (only  two  months) ;  the  one 
having  got  54,  and  tlie  other  60  tons  of  spermaceti  oil. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  Fahrenheit's  thermometer 
at  the  Hawkesbury  stood  at  .107  i^  the  shade.  Many  people 
were  at  this  time  much  afflicted  with  inflammations  of  the 
eyes,  attended  with  extreme  pain;  dysenteric  complaints 
were  also  very  common. 

The  seamen  belonging  to  the  Supply  having  completed 

their  half-moon  battery,  part  of  tliat  ship's  guns  were  mounted 

•  onit  j  and,  in  addition  to  other  public  works,  some  people  had 
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been  employed  in  white-washing  the  houses  in  the  town  of 
Sydney,  and  repairing  such  of  the  buildings  as  required  it. 

The  new  year  (17^9)  commenced  with  granting  certificates 
to  such  convicts  as  had  completed  their  several  terms  of 
*  transportation.  Many  of  these,  having  been  sent  out,  who 
had  not  more  than  two  years  to  sen^e  after  their  arrival,  prov- 
ed, by  claiming  their  discharge,  a  considerable  drawbadc  on 
field  labour,  as  well  in  Norfolk  Island  as  in  New  South  Wales. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  evil.  In  this  way  there  were  let 
loose  upon  the  public  a  number  of  worthless  characters,  who, 
not  having  any  means  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  became 
a  troublesome  and  dangerous  pest,  living  by  mbchief  and 
robbery.  They  also  consumed  a  vast  proportion  of  the  pro- 
vision which  was  raised  in  the  colony.  Still,  as  the  law  had 
spent  its  force  against  them,  there  was  no  denying  them  the 
restoration  of  their  rights  as  free  people.  The  convicts  had 
suffered  much  through  want  of  clothing  and  bedding.  In- 
deed, during  the  late  harvest,  several  gangs  were  seen  labour- 
ing in  the  fields,  as  free  of  clothing  of  any  kind  as  the  savages 
of  the  country.  This  had  made  them  insolent  and  discon- 
tented; and  anonymous  letters  were  dropped,  threatening 
what  they  would  do  in  the  proper  season.  Some  of  the  Irish 
had  likewise  taken  up  the  idea  that  Ireland  had  shaken  ofi^its 
connection  with  England,  and  that  they  were  no  longer  to  be 
considered  as  convicts  under  the  British  government.  This 
was  a  most  pernicious  idea  to  be  entertained  by  such  a  lawless 
set  of  people,  and  required  the  strong  arm  of  government  to 
eradicate  it. 

Agricultural  concerns  at  this  time  wore  a  most  unpromising 
appearance.  The  wheat  proved  little  better  than  chafi^,  imd 
the  maize  was  burnt  up  in  the  ground  for  want  of  rain.  From 
the  establishment  of  tlie  settlement,  so  much  continued 
drought  and  suffocating  heat  had  not  been  experienced }  the 
country  was  in  fiames,  the  wind  northerly  and  parching ;  and 
some  showers  of  rain  which  fell  on  the  7th  were  of  no  ^f 
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tantage,  bdngimmetUately  taken  up  again  by  the  excesavte, 
heat  of  the  sun. 


CHAP.    XXK. 

The  Norfolk  doop  returns  from  Van  Diemen's  Land — ^Particulars^— 
Curious  Petrifaction*— The  Worn-Bat  described — ^The  Norfolk  pro- 
ceeds on  her  Voyage— Discovers  Port  Dalrymple — Account  of  the 
Country — ^Natural  Productions— Animals— Bbck  Swans-— Inhabi- 
tants— Observations— The  Norfolk  passes  the  Strait— Further  Pro- 
^oediogs — ^Arrives  at  Port  Jackson — ^Advantages  of  Bass  Strait. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  Lieutenant  Flinders  and  Mr.  Bass 
returned  from  the  examination  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  As 
the  result  of  tbb  little  voyage  was  the  ascertaining  of  the 
existence  of  a  strait  separating  Van  Dieman's  Land  from  the 
continent  of  New  Holland,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  enter 
with  some  degree  of  minuteness  into  the  particulars  of  it ; 
and  the  writer  of  these  pages  feels  much  gratification  in  being 
enabled  to  do  thb»  from  the  accurate  and  pleasing  journal  of 
Air.  Bass,  with  the  perusal  and  use  of  which  he  was  favoured, 

Tlie  Norfolk,  as  has  been  already  stated,  sailed  upon  this 
\noyage  of  discovery  about  the  7th  of  October,  17^^^  with 
Lieutenant  Flinders  and  Mr.  Bass,  and  on  the  I  Ith  anchored 
in  Twofold  Bay.  Mr.  Ba$s,.on  examination,  found  Twofold 
Say  situated  at  the  southern  end  of  a  short  chain  of  hum- 
mocky  hills,  one  part  of  which  is  much  more  conspicuous 
than  the  rest,  and  lies  immediately  behind  the  hay.  The 
land  on  the  west  side,  being  a  part  of  this  chain  of  hills,  is 
high  and  rocky.  The  shore  b  divided  into  steep  cliff  heads, 
with  small  intermediate  beaches ;  the  one  formed  by  the  most 
prominent  of  the  ridges,  the  other  by  the  sand  thrown  up  at 
the  foot  of  their  vaUies,  Behind  the  beaches  are  ponds  of 
brackish  water. 

.  The  abruptness  and  sudden  rise  of  the  hills,  for  the  most 
part,  permit  the  vegetable  earth  to  be  washed  down  into  the 
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tallies,  as  fast  as  it  is  formed.  Some  of  tlic  more  gradual 
slopes  retain  a  sufficiency  of  it  to  produce  a  thick  coat  of 
tolerably  succulent  grass,  but  the  soil  partakes  too  much  of 
the  stoney  quality  of  the  higher  parts  to  be  capable  of  culti- 
vation. The  dark  luxuriant  foliage  of  the  vallies  points  out 
the  advantages  which  they  had  received  from  the  impoverish* 
ed  hills.  There  soil  is  rich  and  deep,  but  their  extent  is 
narrow  and  limited.  Both  hill  and  valley  produce  large  tim- 
ber^ and  brush^wood  of  various  heights. 

In  the  S.  W.  comer  of  the  bay,  is  a  lagoon,  or  small  inlet, 
that  communicates  with  the  sea,  through  the  beach,  at  the 
back  of  which  it  lies.  The  chain  of  hills  here  runs  back  to 
some  little  distance  from  the  water,  and  leaves  a  few  square 
miles  of  rather  good  ground,  through  which  the  inlet  was  found 
to  take  its  course  in  a  winding  direction  to  the  S.  W.  for  six 
or  eight  miles,  where  it  ends  in  small  swamps  and  marshes. 
Large  boats  might  enter  this  place  at  a  third  flood,  and  proceed 
to  the  further  part  of  it.  From  five  to  seven  hundred  acres  of 
a  light  sandy  soil  might  be  picked  out  in  patches  of  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  acres  each ;  but  on  the  side  next  the  mountain 
it  soon  became  stoney,  and  on  that  next  the  lagoon  it  was 
wet  and  salt. 

Th^  country  along  the  back  of  the  bay  lies  in  rounded 
stoney  hills  scarcely  fit  for  pasturage,  but  covered  with  timber, 
and  patches  of  short  brush. 

On  the  south  side  was  another  shallow  inlet,  larger  tlian 
jthat  on  the  S.  W. ;  but  the  returning  tide  did  not  a}k>w  time 
to  proceed  to  the  head  of  it. 

Speaking  generally  of  the  land  round  the  bay,  it  might  be 
6aid  to  be  much  more  barren  tlian  productive. 

The  most  common  tinifoer  is  a  sort  of  gum-tree,  the  bark  of 
which,  along  the  trunk,  is  that  of  the  iron  bark  of  Port  Jack- 
son; and  its  leaf,  that  of  the  blue  gum-tree;  but  its  branches 
toward  the  head  are  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  smooth.  The 
wood  is  lon8:er  grained,  and  more  tough,  splitting  easier  and 
mote  true,  than  any  other  species  of  the  gum-tree. 
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The  natives  are,  io  person,  similar  to  those  Mving  about 
Port  Jackson ;  but  their  language  was  perfectly  unintelMgtble. 
They  used  canoes,  of  which  they  seemed  very  careful ;  for  on 
the  boat  approaching  a  party  of  them,  they  hastily  paddled  oa 
shore,  and,  taking  their  canoes  upon  their  heads,  ran  off  into 
the  woods.  This  was  on  Mr.  Basses  first  visit.  They,  how- 
ever, appeared  less  shy  of  their  visitors  on  his  second ;  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  friendly  intercourse  might 
have  been  easily  established  with  them. 

But  very  few  marks  of  the  kangooroo  were  seen.  Both 
quadrupeds  and  birds  appeared  to  be  less  numerous  here  than 
in  other  places.  A  few  ducks,  teal,  herons,  cranes,  and  a  bird 
named  from  its  bill  the  red-bill,  were  found,  with  some  small 
flights  of  curlew  and  plover  of  a  beautiful  feather,  upon  the 
lagoons. 

The  rocks  consbt  of  hardened  clay,  in  which  are  mixed 
great  numbers  of  small  stones,  variously  tinged,  some  with 
red,  others  with  yellow.  Small  portions  of  calcareous  spar  lie 
scattered  about  upon  the  surface  of  the  rocky  ground;  strata 
of  which  are  deposited  irregularly  in  fissures  foroied  in  the 
body  of  the  rocks  themselves. 

Leaving  Twofold  Bay,  the  sloop  proceeded  to  the  south- 
ward; and  on  the  I7th  she  made  a  small  cluster  of  islands,  in 
ktitude  38  deg.  16  min.  which  now  bears  the  name  of  Kent's 
Islands.  These  are  six  or  seven  in  number,  and  of  various 
aizes.  Their  height  is  very  considerable ;  and  they  are  as 
irregular  in  figure  as  can  well  be  imagined  in  land  whose 
hummocks  are  no  one  of  them  more  lofty  than  another. 
This  small  group  appears  to  be  formed  of  granite,  which  is 
imperfectly  concealed  by  long  straggling  dwarfish  brush,  and 
some  few  still  more  diminutive  trees;  and  is  cursed  with  a 
sterility  that  might  safely  bid  defiance  to  Chinese  industry 
itself.  Nature  is  either  working  very  slowly  with  those 
islands,  or  has  altogether  ceased  to  work  upon  them ;  for  a 
more  wild  deserted  place  is  not  easily  to  be  met  with.  Even 
^e  birds  seemed  not  to  frequent  them  in  their  usual  numbers^ 
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Having  passed  Keot*s  group,  standing  to  the  8cwtb%vard, 
the  next  morning  Furneaux*s  Islands  were  in  sight,  and  oo 
the  foUowiBg  day  tlicy  anchored  at  Preservatioo  Island,  which 
is  one  .of  them.  These  islands  appear  to  consist  of  two  kinds^ 
perfectly  dissimilar  in  figure,  and,  most  probably,  of  very  un« 
equal  ages,  but  alike  in  the  materials  of  which  they  are  formed. 
Both  kinds  are  of  granite ;  but  the  one  is  low  and  rather 
level,  with  a  sand  covered  with  low  brush  and  tufted  grass: 
the  other  is  remarkably  high,  bold,  and  rocky,  and  cut  into  a 
variety  of  singular  peaks  and  knol)s :  some  little  vegetable 
soil  lies  upon  these. 

Pkreservation  Island  is  of  a  very  nK>derate  height.  A  sur- 
face of  sand,  varying  in  depth,  and  mixed  in  different  scanty 
proportions  with  vegetable  soil,  scarcely  hides  from  view  the 
base,  which  is  of  granite.  In  several  places,  vast  blocks  of 
this  stone  lie  scattered  about ;  as  free  from  vegetation  and  the 
injuries  of  the  weather  as  if  they  had  fisdien  but  yesterday : 
and,  what  is  remarkable,  most  of  them,  probably  all,  are 
evidently  detached  from  the  stone  upon  which  they  rest,  so 
entirely  that  they  might  be  dragged  from  the  places  where 
they  lie,  if  it  were  thought  worth  while  to  apply  a  power  suf- 
^cient  to  produce  so  useful  an  effect.  It  would  seem,  then, 
that  these  loose  blocks  have  fallen  from  some  place  higher 
than  that  upon  which  they  were  found ;  but  that  is  impossible^ 
for  they  are  higher  than  any  part  of  tlie  island.  And  tlie  sup- 
position that  the  injuries  of  the  air  and  the  i:ain  caused  the 
removal  of  that  part  of  the  granite  which  might  originally 
have  been  of  a  corresponding  height  with  these  remaining 
blocks,  seems  hardly  admissible  in  the  present  instance.  Per* 
haps  subterraneous  or  volcanic  fire  may  have  caused  t^is 
curious  appearance. 

The  vast  bulk  of  these  blocks  renders  them  so  conspicuous, 
that  the  attention  is  first  struck  with  them  upon  approaching 
the  island.  There  is  on  the  north  side,  where  the  island  is 
particularly  low  and  narrow,  a  slip  of  calcareous  earth,  which 
discovers  itself  near  the  surface  of  the  water.    It  is  iK>t,^  for 
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the  most  part,  pure ;  for  broken  pieces  of  the  granite  are 
mixed  with  it  in  various  proportions.  Some  parts  are  a  mere 
mass  of  these  broken  pieces  cemented  together  by  the  cal- 
careous matter;  whilst  others  are  an  almost  perfect  chalky 
ar.d  are  capable  of  being  burnt  into  excellent  lime.  Broken 
sea-sfaells  and  other  exuviee  of  marine  animals,  are  apparent 
throughout  the  whole  mass. 

Upon  the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  this  chalky  rock,  was  found 
«  very  considerable  quantity  of  the  black  metallic  particles 
which  appear  in  granite  as  black  shining  specks,  and  are,  in 
all  probability,  grains  of  tin. 

To  find  this  small  bed  of  the  remains  of  shell  animals,  of 
which  chalk  is  formed  wherever  found,  in  such  an  unexpected 
situation,  excited  some  surprise ;  and  Mr.  Bass  endeavmired 
to  investigate  the  caase  of  this  deposit,  by  examining  the  form 
of  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  island.  The  result  of  his 
inquiries  and  conjectures  amounted  to  this :  that  as  traces  of 
the  sea,  and  of  the  effects  of  running  waters,  were  plainly 
^cemible  in  many  parts  of  the  island,  and  more  particularly 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  deposit  of  chalk  and  granite,  it  seemed 
highly  probable,  that  it  had  been  formed  by  two  streams  of 
the  tide;  which,  when  tlie  island  was  yet  beneath  the  surface 
of  the  sea,  having  swept  round  a  large  lump  of  rocks,  then 
met  and  formed  an  eddy,  where  every  substance  would  fall  to 
the  bottom.  The  lump  of  rocks  is  now  a  rocky  knoll,  which 
runs  tapering  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  towards  the 
chalk.  On  each  side  of  it  is  a  gap,  through  which  the  two 
streams  appeared  to  have  passed. 

The  vegetation  on  the  island  seems  brown  and  starved.  It 
consists  of  a  few  stunted  trees,  with  several  patches  of  brush, 
close  set  and  almost  impenetrable. 

A  small  spot  upon  the  east  end  of  the  island  presented  a 
phenomenon  which  seemed  not  easily  explicable  by  any 
Imown  laws  of  that  class  of  natural  history  to  which  it  alone 
wasteferable. 
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Amidst  a  patch  of  naked  sand,  upon  one  of  the  highest 
parts  of  the  island,  at  not  less  than  100  feet  above  the  level  o( 
the  sea,  within  the  limits  of  a  few  hundred  yards  square,  were 
lying  scattered  about  a  number  of  short  broken  branches  of 
old  dead  trees,  of  from  one  to  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
seemingly  of  a  kind  similar  to  the  large  brusbuood.  Amid 
these  broken  branches  were  seen  sticking  up  several  white 
stoney  stumps,  of  sizes  ranging  between  the  above  diameter, 
and  in  height  from  a  foot  to  a  foot  and  a  half.  Tlieir  peculiar 
form,  together  with  a  number  of  prongs  of  tlieir  own  quality^ 
projecting  in  difierent  direaions  from  around  their  base,  and 
entering  the  ground  in  the  manner  of  roots,  presented  them- 
selves to  the  mind  of  an  observer  with  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  stumps  and  roots  of  small  trees.  These  were  extremely 
brittle,  many  of  them,  when  taken  into  the  band,  breaking 
with  their  own  weight. 

On  being  broken  transversely,  it  was  immediately  seen  that 
the  internal  part  was  divided  into  interior  or  central,  e&teiior 
or  cortical.  The  exterior  part,  which  in  different  specimens 
occupied  various  proportions  of  the  whole,  resembling  a  fine 
white  and  soft  grit-<tone  j  but  acids,  being  applied,  shewed  it 
to  be  combined  with  a  considerable  portion  of  calcareous 
matter.  The  interk)r  or  central  part  was  always  circular; 
but  was  seldom  found  of  the  same  diameter,  or  of  the  same 
-composition,  on  any  two  stumps.  In  some,  the  calcareous 
4ind  sandy  matter  had  taken  such  entire  possessbn,  that  eveiy 
iragment  of  the  wood  was  completely  obliterated}  but  yet  a 
faint  central  ring  remained.  In  others,  was  a  centre  of  chalk, 
.beautifully  white,  that  crumbled  between  the  fingers  to  the 
£nest  powder;  some  consisted  of  chalk  and  brown  earth,  in 
various  quantities,  and  some  others  had  detained  a  few  frail 
portions  of  their  woody  fibres,  the  spaces  between  which  were 
filled  up  with  chalky  earth. 

It  appeared,  that  when  the  people  of  the  Sydney-Cove  first 
landed  on  the  island,  the  pieces  of  dead  branches  that  at  the 
time  were  lying  round  the  stumpsj  then  formed,  with  themy 
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the  steins  and  branches  of  dead  trees  ooniplete^  But  by  the 
time  Mr.  Bass  visited  the  place,  the  hands  of  curiosity,  and 
the  frolics  of  an  unruly  horse  that  was  saved  from  the  wreck, 
had  reduced  them  to  the  state  already  dcscrii^ed. 

Mr.  Bass  had  learned,  from  authority  on  which  he  could 
xely,  that  when  the  trees  were  in  a  complete  state,  the  diame- 
ter of  the  dead  wood  of  the  stem  that  rose  immediately  from 
the  stoney  part,  was  equal  to  the  diameter  of  that  part ;  and 
also  that  a  living  leaf  was  seen  upon  the  uppermost  branches 
of  one  of  them.  But  he  could  not  ascertain  whether  the 
stoney  part  of  the  stem  was  of  an  equal  height  in  all  the  trees. 

To  dbcover  to  what  depth  the  petrification  had  extended, 
Mr.  Bass  scratched  away  the  sand  from  the  feet  of  many  of 
the  stumps,  and  in  no  instance  found  it  to  have  proceeded 
more  than  three  or  four  inches  beneath  the  surface  of  the  sand, 
as  it  then  lay ;  for  at  that  depth,  the  brown  and  crumbling 
remams  of  the  root  came  into  view.  There  were,  indeed, 
parts  of  the  roots  which  had  undergone  an  alteration  similar 
to  that  which  had  taken  place  in  the  stems :  but  these  tended 
to  establish  the  limits  of  the  petrifying  power;  for  they  had 
felt  it  only  either  at  their  first  outset  from  the  bottom  of  the 
stems,  or  when,  being  obstructed  in  their  progress,  they  had 
of  necessity  arched  upwards  toward  the  surface. 

In  attempting  to  account  for  the  cause  that  had  operated  to 
produce  thb  change  in  the  structure  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 
stems  of  these  trees,  Mr.  Bass  felt  the  utmost  diffidence.  He 
found  that  all  his  conjectures,  which  were  best  supported  by 
existing  Acts,  led  him  to  place  them  among  petrifactions ; 
although  no  strict  analogy  could  be  seen  between  them  and  ^ 
the  subjects  usually  met  with  of  this  kind.  Admitting  them, 
however,  as  petrifactions,  it  is  certain  that  there  must  once 
have  existed  a  pood  in  which  the  petrifying  water  was  con- 
tained; but  the  ground  in  their  neighbourhood  retained  no 
positive  traces  of  any  such  receptacle.  There  were,  indeed, 
near  them,  some  few  lumps  or  banks  consisting  of  sand,  and  a 
little  vegetable  earth  which  was  held  together  by  dead  roots 
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of  small  trees,  and  titevated  abov«  the  rest  of  the  ground,  (Kr 
tlie  height  of  fire»  six,  or  eigirt  feet ;  but  the  relative  positioB 
of  these  with  each  other  was  so  confafed  and  irregular,  that 
nothing  but  the  necessity  of  a  once  eustiog  reserv^r  coald 
ever  lead  any  one  to  coojeetore  that  these  might  have  beeo 
parts  of  its  bank.  Mr.  Bass,  however,  rather  OMicIiided  tliaC 
this  must  have  been  the  case,  and  that  the  remiunder  of  the 
bank  had  been  torn  away,  and  the  pond  itself  annihilated  bjr 
some  violent  effort  of  an  unknown  power. 

Notwithstanding  the  narrow  limits  of  the  island,  abundance 
of  small  kangooroos  were  found  to  inhabit  its  busby  parts. 
There  were  sooty  petrels,  likewise,  in  great  abundiance.  The 
water  of  this  island  was  thought  to  have  been  injurious  to  die 
health  of  the  people  of  the  Sydney-Cove.  It  was  supposed 
to  contain  arsenic,  which  was  highly  probable,  from  an  expe* 
riment  that  was  made  with  the  metallic  particfe»  that  were 
taken  to  be  tin :  a  large  fume  of  what  bore  maife  of  arsenie 
arose  from  the  crucible  during  the  time  of  smelting  it.  Water 
was  at  first  very  scavce ;  but^  owing  to  some  unusual  Mis  of 
rain,  several  little  runs  and  swamps  were  found ;  and  a  low 
piece  of  ground,  where  the  inhabitants  had  deposited  their 
dead,  was  now  a  pond  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Although  he  had  seen  but  few  of  the  low  idands  of  Fuf- 
neaux,  yet  Mr.  Bass  had  not  any  doubt  but  that  tbis  account 
of  Preservation  Island  would  in  general  answer  fear  the  de* 
scription  of  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Bass's  next  landing  was  on  the  southern  end  of  Gape 
Barren  Island ;  which  was  indeed  barren ;  but  it  was,  he  re-^ 
marks,  very  singular,  that  a  place  wherein  food  seemed  to  be 
so  scarce,  should  yet  be  so  thickly  inhabited  by  the  small 
brush  kangooroo,  and  a  new  quadruped  which  was  also  a 
grass-eater. 

Tills  animal,  being  a  stranger,  appears  to  merit  a  particu* 
lar  description.  The  Wom-bat  (or,  as  it  is  called  by  the 
natives  of  Port  Jackson,  the  fFomback)  is  a  squat,  thick, 
short-legged,  and  rather  inactive  quadruped,  with  great  ap* 
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petninoe  of  stumpy  strength,  and  somewhat  bigger  than  a 
lai^ge  turn-^t  dog.  Its  figure  and  movements.  If  fhey  d» 
not  exactly  resemble  those  df  the  bear,  at  least  strongly  re- 
mind one  of  that  animal.  Its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  taU 
to  the  tip  of  the  nose,  is  4hirty-one  inches,  of  which  its  body 
takes  ap  twenty*three  and  fiv&-tenths.  The  head  is  seven 
inches  and  the  tail  five-tenths.  Its  circumference  behind  the 
fere-legs  twenty-^even  inches ;  across  the  thickest  part  cxf  the 
lidly  thtrty-ooe  inches.  Its  weight,  by  hand,  is  somewhat 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  "pounds.  The  hair  his  coarse^ 
«nd  about  one  inch,  or  an  inch  and  five-tenths,  in  length; 
thinly  set  upon  the  belly,  thicker  on  the  fjack  and  head,  and 
•thickest  upon  the  leans  and  ramp.  The  cdour  of  it  a  light 
«andy  brown,  of  varying  shades,  but  daricest  dong  the  back* 

The  head  is  laige  and  flatdsh,  and,  when  we  are  looking 
the  animal  full  in  the  face,  seems,  excluding  the  ears,  to  form 
neaiiy  anequilateml  triftngle,  any  side  of  which  is  about  seven 
inches  andfive^tenths  in  length ;  but  the  upper  side,  or  that 
which  coBStitutis  the  breadth  of  the  head,  is  rather  the  shorts 
€St.  The  hair  upon  the  face  lies  in  regular  order,  as  if  it  were 
combed,  with  its  ends  pointed  upwards  in  a  kind  of  radii  frooi 
the  nose,  their  centre. 

The  «ars  ere  sharp  and  erect,  of  two  inches  and  three- 
tenths  in  ki^k,  stand  well  asunder,  and  are  in  nowise  dispro- 
portionate. The  eyes  are  small,  and  rather  sunken  than  prcK 
minent^  but  quidc  and  lively.  They  are  placed  about  two 
inches  and  five-tenths  asunder,  a  little  below  the  centre  of 
the  imaginary  triangle  towards  the  nose.  The  nioe  co-adap- 
tation of  their  ciliary  processes,  which  are  covered  with  fine 
hair,  seems  to  afibrd  ^e  animal  an  extraordinary  power  of 
czclodiAg  whatever  m^ht  be  hurtfiiL 

The  nose  is  large  or  spreading ;  the  nostrils  large,  long,  and 
capaUe  of  being  closed,  lliey  stand  angularly  with  each 
0ther,  and  a  channel  is  continued  from  them  towards  the  up- 
per lip)  which  is  divided  like  that  of  the  hare.  The  whiskers 
are  mtfaer  thick  and  strong,  and  are  in  length  from  two  to  three 
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inches  and  five-tenths.  The  opening  of  its  mouth  is  snudl ; 
it  contains  five  long  grass-cutting  teeth  in  the  front  of  each 
jawy  like  those  of  the  kangooroo ;  within  them  is  a  vacancy 
for  an  Inch  or  more ;  then  appear  two  small  canine  teeth  of 
equal  height  with^  and  so  much  similar  to,  eight  molares 
situated  behind,  as  scarcely  to  be  distinguishable  from  dienu 
The  whole  numher  in  both  jawa  amounts  to  twenty-four. 

The  neck  is  thick  and  short,  and  greatly  restrains  the  mo- 
tions of  the  head,  which,  according  to  a  common  express  ion, 
looks  as  if  it  were  stuck  upon  the  shoulders.  From  the  neck 
the  back  arches  a  little  as  fistr  as  the  loins,  whence  it  goes  off 
at  a  fiat  slope  to  the  hindmost  parts,  where  not  any  tail  is 
visible.  A  tail,  however,  may  be  found  by  carefully  passing 
the  finger  over  the  flat  slope  in  a  line  with  the  back  bone. 
After  separating  the  hairs,  it  is  seen  of  some  five-tenths  of  an 
inch  in  length,  and  from^  three  to  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  naked,  except  for  a  few  short  fine  hairs  near  its 
end.  This  curious  tail  seemed  to  hold  a  much  bolder  pro- 
portion  in  the  young  than  in  the  full-grown  animal. 

The  fore  legs  are  very  strong  and  muscular ;  their  lengthy 
to  the  sole  of  the  paw,  is  five  inches  and  five-tenths,  and  the 
distance  between  them  is  five  inches  and  five^tenths.  The 
paws  are  fleshy,  round,  and  large,  being  one  inch  and  nine- 
tenths  in  diameter.  The  claws  are  five  in  number,  attached 
to  as  many  sliort  digitations.  The  three  middle  claws  are 
strong,  and  about  eight  or  nine-tenths  of  an  inch  in  length ; 
the  thumb  and  little  finger' claws  are  also  strong,  but  shorter 
than  the  others,  being  only  from  six  to  seven  tenths  of  an  inch. 
The  fleshy  root  of  the  thumb  claw  is  smaller  and  more 
flexible  than  the  others.  The  sole  of  the  paw  b  hard,  uid 
the  upper  part  is  covered  with  common  hair,  down  to  the 
roots  of  the  daws  which  it  overhangs.  The  hind  legs  are 
less  strong  and  museular  than  the  fore ;  their  length,  to  the 
sole,  is  five  inches  and  five- tenths;  the  distance  betwfen^ 
seven  inches  and  five-tenths.  The  hind  paw  is  longer  than 
the  fore,  but  not  leas  fleshy.    The  claws  are  four  in  nmnber^ 
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The  Aree  itraer  ones  are  less  strong,  but  aboat  two-tenths  of 
an  inch  longer  than  the  longest  of  the  fore  claws ;  and  there 
is  a  fleshy  spur  in  the  place  of  a  thumb  daw.  The  whole 
jMiw  has  a  cnrve^  which  throws  its  fore  part  rather  inward. 

In  size  the  two  sexes  are  nearly  the  same ;  but  the  female 
iBy  perhaps,  rather  the  heaviest. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mn  Bass^  this  Worn-bat  seemed  to  be 
irery  oecononieally  made ;  but  he  thought  it  uniiecessary  to 
give  an  account  of  its  internal  structure  in  his  jonmaL 

This  animal  has  not  any  claim  to  swiftness  of  foot,  as  most 
men  could  run  it  down.  Its  pace  is  hobUing,  or  shuffling, 
something  like  the  awkward  gait  of  a  bear.  In  disposition  it 
is  mild  and  gentle ;  but  it  bites  hard,  and  is  furious,  when 
provoked.  Mr.  Bass  never  but  once  heard  its  voice ;  but  at 
that  time  it  was  a  low  cry,  between  a  hisang  and  a  whizzing, 
which  could  not  be  beard  at  a  distance  of  m(NPe  than  thirty  or 
forty  yarda.  He  chased  one,  and  with  his  hands  under  the 
belly  suddenly  lifted  him  o£F  the  ground,  and  laid  him  upon 
bis  back,  along  his  ann,  like  a  child.  It  made  no  noise,  nor 
any  eflbrt  to  ^cape,  not  even  a  struggle.  Its  countenance 
was  placid,  and  it  seemed  as  contented  as  if  it  had  been  nursed 
by  Mr.  Bass  from  its  infancy.  He  carried  the  beast  upwards 
of  a  mile,  and  often  shifted  him  from  arm  to  arm,  sometimes 
laying  him  upon  his  shoulder,  all  of  which  he  took  in  good 
part ;  until,  being  obliged  to  secure  his  legs  while  lie  went 
into  the  brush  to  cjit  a  specimen  of  new  wood,  the  creature's 
anger  arose  with  the  pinching  of  the  twiiie ;  he  whizzed  with 
all  his  might,  kicked  and  scmtched  most  furiously,  and 
snapped  off  a  piece  from  the  elbow  of  Mr.  Bass's  coat.  Their 
firiendship  was  here  at  an  end ;  and  the  creature  remained 
implaeable  all  the  way  to  the  boat,  cewang  to  kick  only  when 
lie  wasexbausted. 

This  circumstance  seemed  to  indicate,  diat  with  kind  treat- 
ment the  Wom-bat  might  soon  be  rendered  extremely  docile^ 
and  probably  affectkxiate ;  but  let  his  tutor  beware  of  giving 
him  provocation,  at  least  if  he  should  be  full  grown. 
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BcA  in  diese  islands,  and  in  the  mountains  to  the  west* 
waid  of  Port  Jackson,  their  habitation  is  under  ground,  the 
creature  being  adasirably  formed  for  bnnowing ;  but  to  what 
depth  it  descends  does  not  seem  to  be  ascertained.  His  food 
is  not  yet  well  known ;  bat  the  stomachs  of  such  as  Mr.  Bass 
examined  were  distended  with  a  coarse  wirey  grass. 

Cape  Barren,  besides  thfc  kangooroo  and  Worn-bat,  is  in- 
habited by  die  porcupine  ant-^eater;  a  rat  with  webbed  feet; 
parroquets^  and  a  small  l»rd  of  beautiful  plumage  unknown 
at  Fort  Jackson.  Black  snakes  with  ven<mious  fiuigs  were 
numerous ;  and  the  rodcs  toward  the  sea  were  covered  with 
{ur-«eals  of  great  beauty.  ^  In  point  of  animated  life,  nature 
seems  (says  Mr.  Bass)  to  have  acted  so  oddly  with  this  and 
the  neighbouring  islands,  that  if  their  ridb  stores  were 
tiioroughly  ransacked,  I  doubt  not  but  die  departments  of 
natural  history  would  be  enfairged  by  more  new  and  valuaUe 
specimens  than  they  ever  bdfbre  acquired  fmn  any  land  el 
many  times  their  extent.'' 

Leaving  Fumeaux's  Islands,  the  Norfolk  proceeded  toward 
the  north  coast  of  Van  Dieman's  land;  and  on  the  4th  of 
November  they  passed  within  a  mile  of  a  high  grassy  cq>e, 
which  18  the  seaward  extremity  «f  a  ridge,  that,  rising  by  a 
gende  ascent,  reti^ats  and  joins  some  chains  of  lofty  moun-' 
taina.  A  small  rocky  island  lay  two  miles  firom  it  to  the 
W.  S.  W.  At  noon  die  bdcude  was  40  deg.  55  mtn.  25  sec. 
and  the  longitude  147  deg.  IS  min.  30  see. 

fiariy  in  the  afternoon  a  gap  in  the  land,  ntuatedat  the 
back  of  a  deep  narrow  bight,  which  bad  for  some  time  at- 
tracted attentkm,  began  to  assume  the  appeMunoe  of  an  inlet, 
wUch  they  bore  away  to  examine ;  and,  after  running  tbiee 
milcfl^  found  that  they  had  shut  in  the  line  of  the  coast  on 
each  side,  and  were  impelled  forward  by  a  strong  inaet  of 
tjde ;  and  when  the  sbop  was  on  the  point  of  entering  the 
JiarixMir,  which  appeared  to  be  foiriy  open  before  her,  the 
water  shoaled  suddenly,  she  struck  the  ground  and  lay  last ; 
but  fortunately  the  strong  iaod  in  a  few  minutes  dragged  ber 
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ov«r  into  deep  imfier^  and  shot  her  into  the  tfitnaice  with  an- 
oomHioQ  velocity. 

Having  advanced  iritbin  the  entrance^  the  harbonr  begaa 
to  expand  itself  in  a  land  of  laige  buon.  Its  ihorei  were 
broken  into  points  and  projections,  between  some  of  whieh 
the  great  strength  of  the  flood  tide  led  them  to  expect  it 
woald  bnnch  off  inio  anna.  The  land  Ijing  inmediateljr 
»pon  its  borders  was  low,  but  not  flat;  well  wooded;  and 
those  points  near  which  the  sloop  passed  were  dotbed  with 
a  very  nnusoal  degree  of  verdure.  The  son  benig  down,  the 
vessel  was  anchored  for  the  night,  and  the  next  diy  they  pto* 
ceeded  with  their  researches. 

They  were  employed  during  sixteen  days  in  the  examin** 
tion  of  this  place ;  and  the  result  of  the  6bim  i  alioBB .  whadi 
were  made  by  Mr.  Baas  in  difersnt  parts  of  it,  and  die  nc^b« 
boaring  country,  are  thrawa  by  that  gentleaMm  into  one 
general  accennt. 

This  harbour,  or  inlet,  which  wna  naaaed,  by  the  Govenior^ 
Port  Dalyrmple,  takes  its  couiae  fip«n  the  S.  £.  between  two 
diains  of  rounded  mountains,  stretching  inlaad  ttom  the  sea 
vntb  an  almost  imperceptible  increase  of  elemtion ;  and,  aftev 
gradually  approKimatfaig  each  other,  seemed  to  unite,  at  the 
distanoe  of  between  thirty  and  forty  miks^  in  a  body  of  ragged 
moontains  more  lofty  than  themselves.  These  two  nhsinw^ 
in  their  relative  positions,  formed  an  acute  angle;  being  at 
their  greatest  distance  asmider,  as  measured  aioi^  the  sea- 
coast,  only  skteen  miles.  Being  pressed  for  time,  they  were 
deterred  from  attempting  to  reach  the  head  of  the  river ;  but 
k  was  hardly  to  be  doubted,  that  its  princ^  source  proceeded 
Arom  some  part  near  die  point  of  miion  of  the  two  chains  of 
mountains.  Allowing  this  supposition,  a  great  part  of  ifta 
ftream  must  be  perfectly  fresh;  for  at  the  place  where  they 
ended  their  examination,  which  was  not  more  than  half  of  the 
whole  supposed  distanee  or  length  of  the  river,  it  had  become 
half  fresh  half  salt,  although  its  breadth  was  from  half  a  mile 
to  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  its  depth  eight  or  nine  fathoms. 
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The  cmntty  which  Mr.  Bass  bad  an  oppoituftify  of  ob»' 
serving,  was  a  certain  portion  of  that  lying  .within  the  anj^ 
formed  by  two  chains  of  DDOuntaias ;  aod  more  especially  of 
the  parts  which  lay  contiguous  to  the  water,  rather  than  of 
those  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  chainSi^ 

The  quality  of  the  ground,  taking  it  in  the  aggregate,  was 
much  superior  to  that  of  the  borders  of  any  of  the  salt-water 
inlets  of  New  South  Wales,  Wesfeera  Port  excepted.  The 
vegetable  mould  was,  however,  found  to  be  of  no  great  depth, 
and  was  sometimes,  perhaps  advantageouslyy  mixed  with  asiaU 
quantities  of  sand. 

The  best  of  the  soil  was.  found  upon  the  side»  of  looping 
hills,  aad  in  broad  vaUies  between  them.  Some  parts,  that 
were  low  and  level,  had  a  peat-^e  surface,  bounded  by  small 
tiaets  of  flowering  shrubs  and  odoriferous  plants,r  that  perf um* 
ed  the  air  with  the  fragrance  of  their  oils.  These  rctuned, 
in  genera],  the  appearance  of  those  in  New  Soutb  Wales  j 
while  they  were,  in  reality,  very  difieoent.  The  rich  and  vivid 
colouring  of  the  more  northern  flowers,,  and  that  soft  and  ex- 
quisite gradatioa  of  tints,  for  which  they  ace  so  sii^gularly 
distinguished^  hold  with  those  here,  but  in  a  less  eminent  de- 
gree^ The  two  countries  present  a*  perfeet  similiarity  ia  this^ 
that  the  more  barren  spots  are  the  most  gttly  adomed.r  The 
curious  florist  and  scieacific  botanist  would  find  ample  subject 
of  exultation  in  their  difierent  researches  in  Pert  Dalrymple. 

Except  in  these  places,  the  grass  grows  not  in  tuft%  but 
covers  the  land  equally  wkh  a  short  nutritious  herbage,  better 
adapted,  possibly,  to  the  bite  of  small  than  of  large  cattfe.  TW 
food  for  the  latter  growa  in  bottoms  of  vallies  and  upon  the 
damp  flats.  A  hrge  proportion  of  the  soil  promised  a  fiiir  re- 
turn to  the  labours  of  the  cultivator,  and  a  lesser  ensures  an 
ample  reward;  but  the  greater  part  would,  perhaps,  be  more 
advantageously  employed  if  left  for  pasttcage,  than  if  thrown 
into  cultivation ;  it  virould  be  poor  as  the  one,  but  rich  as 
the  other. 
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Water  Was  found  in  runs  more  tban  ponds ;  and,  though 
not  abundant)  it  was  far  from  being  scarce. 

"^Fhe  west  side  of  the  river  furnishes  the  largest  quantity  of 
the  best  ground.  The  country  lying  neai!  the  west  arm  is 
in  general  fiat,  and  might  be  converted  to  many  usefal 
purposes,  both  in  agriculture  and  in  pasturage  5  for  which  last 
it  is  probably  well  calculated.  If  it  should  eVer  be  proposed 
to  make  a  settlement  here,  this  part  seems  to  merit  very  par- 
ticular attention.  The  best  land  seems  to  be  that  fine  hilly 
country  which  lies  at  the  back  of  an  island  named  Middle 
Island;  but  access  to  it  is  not  easy,  on  account  of  a  large 
sboal  extending  along  its  front,  which  is  dry  at  low  water. 

In  sailing  up  the  river,  the  points  and  shores  present  an 
appearance  of  fertility  that  astonishes  an  eye  used  to  those  of 
the  rocky  harbours  of  New  South  Wales.  They  are  mostly 
grassed,  as  -well  as  wooded,  close  down  tb  the  water  side ;  but 
every  where  a  dark  luxuriant  vegetatk)n  meets  the  view.   . 

The  tides  run  so  uncommonly  rapid,  that  if  the  port  were' 
colooixed,  and  the  principal  town  built,  as  it  no  doubt  would 
be,  near  the  entrance,  the  jnoduce  of  the  villages  and  farms 
scattered  along  its  banks  might  be  brought  to  market  with 
the  greatest  ease,  expedition,  and  certainty. 

The  heavy  timber  is  chiefly  gum-tree  of  variouB  speetes;  ti 
which,  two  are  different  from  any  that  have  been  yet  seen- in 
thb  country.  The  smaller  trees  and  shrubs  resemble^  with 
some  variety,  those  of  the  continent. 

Hie  gray  kangooroo,  of  a  very  large  size,  abdund^  in-thc^ 
green  forest;  the  brashes  were  tenanted  by  the  staalter  black 
kind. 

The  plumage  of  the  parrots  fcNrms  a  gloomy  eotitrast^ith^ 
the  rich  lustre  of  those  near  the  settlement,  their  colours  being 
rather  grave  than  gay.  The  melancholy  cry  of  the  Bell-bird 
(dil  boong,  after  which  Bennillong  named  his  infant  child) 
seems  to  be  unknown  here.  Many  aquatic  birds,  both  web^ 
footed  and  waders,  frequent  the  arms  and  coves  of  the  river ; 
bat  die  black  swans  alone  are  remarkable  jn  point  of  number. 

2  S 
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Mr.  Baas  once  made  a  rougl^  cateulatioo  of  three  buftdre  J 
swimoiiDg  witluD  the  space  of  a,  quarter  of  a  loUe  square,  and 
heard  the  ^*  dyLog  song"  of  some  scoies ;  hat  that  song,  so 
celehi^ated  by  the  poets  of  former  times,  exactly  retembled  the 
creaking  of  9k  maty  idehouse  sign  on  a  wind j  day.  Not  sore 
than  two  thirds  of  any  flodc  which  they  fell  in  with  could  fly  } 
the  rest  could  do  no  more  than  flap  along  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water,  being  either  moulting  or  not  yet  come  to  their  full 
feather  and  growth^  which  they  require  two  years  to  attain* 
They  swam  iM3d.fifi|)ped. alternately,  and  went  on  aorpriaingly 
fs^U  Wylxea  in  danger,  tliey  immerse  their  bodies  ao  far, 
that  the  wi^r  m^^ea  a  passage  between  their  neA  and  back; 
^ndtin  this  poaitioQ  they  would  frequently  turn  aside  a  heavy 
h>ad  of  $bot4  They  seemed  to  be  eedowed  with  much  saga* 
fi^y;.;.  v^oha^f^  they  soon  learned  the  weakest  point  of  their 
gVirst^e^  apdj  insU«d  of  flwioHDii\g  directly,  fram  them,  as 
they  did^  fi^t^  s^wayseodeawured  ia  the  moat:  avtful  maiH 
n^  to  gt^  ti^  ^mdi  Ta  their  aflfectioQ  for  tWir  young,  Mr. 
]^a/s&bi^.a9^n^s^B|&la(9eojl&Ueaa<yifiees;  hut ofrdieMr. fierce- 
nii^.atkasliurhen  oppoaed  to(ma|n>  or  tbeirstrei^b,  he  had 
s^^^nfu.iftMiPC^. 

Among  other  reptilisai  w««e  fioondfthe  snaltt.  widi  veaonoiis 
tefl!9»Md*son»ailai^  hrowiftgiiantt^ 
,  IJiii.cfHUitry  is  inhabited  by  meoi;  :an4  if  aay  jodgmeni 
cmid  M  fimaed.  ftam  the  nuodber  oi  huts  wftkh  they  met,  in 
about  the  same  proportion  as.Nenr  South  Wales,  l^eir  ex- 
tiMPfii^bjftmi^  hgwevery  prewwtedi  any  cownuimcatiofi. — 
V^J  W^m^fffi^igOt^  sJ0hlio£  them  hut  ouee^  and  then  at  m 
great  distance.  The  huts^  of  which  seren  or  eight  were 
gg¥^ein4Jy.foil9di|<^g^«r>  ureae  wretchedly  oontriyed ;  vxd*  it 
a|tpe«|a:«P0»Ml^t;9tmw^.tbai  ij»  the  latituda  of  41  dc^  want 
s]|pui()  |i^^  ^ye}sjiarp^ed  theU  ideas  ;to  the  inventioa  o£  aome 
m^r^  Gonv€MepiVh|hrti4ipR>.  especially. since  they.  b»re  be&^ 
le^  by  p^^^re  without  tl^  confined  dwelling  of  a  hollow  tiee^ 
or  the  mpre  i^eeal^le  accouunodaUon  of  a  hole  under  a  rock. 
A  Q^m^  w^  Afiv^  «MS(  Hitii,.  aud  coucuriiag  drcuwstahcea 
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shewed  tbMt  tKh  cMveoidice  mm  unknown  heft,  fienee, 
ftoin  tb6  Utrt€  that  has  been  seen  of  the  condition  of  onr  oWn. 
«tiede3  in  thb  ^e^  it  ftppears  to  be  much  inferior  in  some 
esMntittl  poibts  ^f  convenienete  to  that  df  the^espfe^  lAba- 
bitants  «f  the  continent.  How  mbernble  «  hiding  would  thte 
latter  be^  were  his  eaaoe  taken  from  hifh,  his  stone  hatchet 
blMted,  his  hdt  petVidtts  to  the  smallest  shower  of  rain,  'AtA 
few  or  no  excavations  in  the  rocks  to  fly  to !  but  happinb^ 
like  evety  thbig'elis^  extsts  on4y  by  eOmpRrlson  with  ^itage 
above  end  the  atage  beloW  our  o#n.  The  cireunistanc^ 
which  ocoasiened  this  difi^ence  hetweien  the  p^pit  of  fM» 
c<Nintries  m  near  «ach  other,  and  so  much  alike  in  their 
natural  productions,  must  remain  hidden  frotn  oiirdbservatidn 
until  perhaps  some  permanent  European  settkmetit  iihall  be 
made  in  Van  Dieman^s  Iknd. 

The  range  <tf  the  theriliometer,  talcen  in  various  parts  of  the 
port,  was  at  night  from  49  deg.  to  52  deg.  and  at  noon  frobi 
56  deg.  to  64  deg. 

On  the  2^th  of  NovernVr  they  left  Port  Dalrymple,  and 
]^ooeeded  to  the  Westward;  but,  the  wind  changing,  they 
Were  driveh  badk  to  Fui^neaux's  islands,  Where,  the  gale  con- 
tinuing at  West,  they  were  detained  until  the  3&  of  Deced^ber^ 
When  thfey  Weie  enabled  to  proceed.  Their  progress  was 
slow,  and  ttnavoidably  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  'iHhm 
to  form  any  just  idea  of  the  country  5  but  what  was  seen  of  It 
appeared  high  atid  mountainous,  the  mountains  forming  into 
hummocks  and  low  peaks,  to  which  a  few  lai:]^e  shapeless 
knobs  added  a  great  singularity  of  appearance.  On  the  ha7e 
clearing  awky,  and  the  shore  being  distinctly  seeii,  it  appeared 
rocky,  but  wooded  nearly  down  to  the  water's  edge,  A  re- 
markable peaked  mountain,  some  few  miles  inland,  might 
have  been  thought,  from  its  shape  and  height,  to  have  been 
dnce  a  volcanfo.  A  very  singular  lump  of  hi^h  level,  or  table 
land)  \iy  at  a  few  miles  io  the  westward  in  the  coast  line ;  and 
^  sotKe  distance  beyond  it,  a  point  appeared  with  three  knobs 
-of  land  lying  off  it,  resembling  islands.    This  was  named 
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Table  Cape.  From  this  time  nothing  of  moment  occurred 
till  the  11  th,  when  they  stretched  in  for  the  land,  a  laige  ex- 
tent  ot  which  was  indistinctly  visible  through  a  light  haze 
that  hung  about  the  horizon.  At  noon  the  latitude  was 
41  deg.  IS  min.  and  the  longitude  148  deg.  58  min.  wkh  a 
fresh  breeze  at  N.  N.  E.  they  bore  away  along  the  shores 
which  trends  to  the  S.  £•  by  £.  and  is  distant  three  or  fMir 
miles. 

Ftom  a  shore  of  beach,  with  short  rocky  points  at  intenrab, 
the  land  rose  gradually  to  a  considerable  height,  the  aspect  of 
which  was  barren  and  brushy,  and  the  soil  sandy.  Several 
short  reefe  of  rocks  lay  in  front  of  the  beaches,  and  broke  the 
long  swell  into  a  surf  of  tremendous  appearance. 

Dreading  a  g&le  of  wind  from  the  west,  which  was  thieaten- 
ing,  and  might  have  proved  fatal  to  their  little  vessel,  thejr 
hauled  out  to  the  S.  S.  W.;  but  the  weather  remained 
moderate. 

On  the  following  morning  the  wind  flew  round  to  the  north- 
ward, and  they  continued  their  route  along  the  shore.  Eaily 
in  the  forenoon  they  passed  a  singularly  formed  point,  with  a 
number  of  lumps  of  rock  lying  some  two  or  three  miles  off  it 
to  the  S.  W.  It  resembled  an  artificial  pier,  or  mole,  with 
warehouses  upon  it,  and  a  light-house  on  the  end  next  the 
water.  Large  masses  of  detached  oblong  rocks  gave  the  ap- 
pearance of  wareliouses;  and  a  remarkably  long  one  standing 
upon  its  end  that  of  the  light-house.  Their  latitude  at  noon 
was  42  deg.  02  min.  and  the  longitude  145  deg.  16  min.  The 
coast  still  trended  to  the  S.  S.  £.  and  the  land  began  to  change 
^t  uniformly  regular  figure  which  it  had  hitherto  preserved. 
It  was  becoming  mountainous  and  uneven,  but  was  still  barren. 

Mr.  Bass  and  his  fellow  voyager,  Lieutenant  Flinders,  did 
not  hesitate  now  to  conclude  that  they  had  passed  through  the 
strait,  and  horn  the  Pacific  had  entered  the  Southern  Indian 
Ocean ;  for  what  within  the  extent  of  a  vast  sea  could  give 
birth  to  the  monstrous  swell  that  was  rolling  in  before  their 
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^fes  ?  and  the  coast  was  evidently  trending  towards  the 
S.  W,  cape. 

It  was  worthy  of  remark  (Mr.  Bass  says),  that  the  northern 
shore  of  the  strait,  from  Wilson's  Promontory  (seen  in  the 
whale-boat)  to  Western  Port,  resembled  the  Muff  bold  shore 
of  an  open  sea,  with  a  swell  rolling  in,  and  a  lai^  snrf  hreak- 
ijig  upon  it ;  while  the  southern  shore,  or  what  is  the  coast  of 
Van  Dieman's  land,  appeared  like  the  inner  shore  of  a  cluster 
of  islands,  whose  outer  parts  break  off  the  great  weight  of  the 
sea.  The  cause  of  this  is  immediately  obvious,  on  recollecting 
that  the  swell  of  the  Indian  ocean  enters  the  strait  from  the 
southward  of  west.  The  greater  part  of  the  southern  shore 
lies  in  a  bight,  whose  western  ertreme  is  Hunter's  Isles,  and 
the  N.  W.  cape  of  Van  Dieman's  land.  Now  as  the  swell 
comes  from  the  southward,  as  well  as  the  westward,  it  must, 
after  striking  upon  the  north-west  part  of  the  southern  shore, 
evidently  run  on  in  a  direction  somewhat  diagonal  with  the 
two  sides  of  tlie  strait,  until  it  expands  itself  upon  the  northern 
shore,  where  both  swell  and  surf  are  found.  But  to  the  south- 
ward of  this  diagonal  line  the  swell  must  quickly  take  off,  and 
totally  disappear,  long  before  it  can  reach  the  shore  to  make 
a  surf.    Hence  arises  the  difference. 

That  the  swell  of  the  Indian  ocean  comes,  by  fer  the  greater 
part  of  the  way,  from  the  southward  of  west,  can  hardly  be 
doubted,  since  it  is  well  known  that  plirevailing  winds  are  from 
that  quarter. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th,  a  piece  of  land  stood 
out  fixim  the  line  of  the  coast  Uke  an  island,  but  was  soon  < 
found  to  be  joined  to  the  main  by  a  sandy  beacb.    The  shore 
beyond  it  looked  rugged  and  craggy,  and  the  land  equalled 
the  most  sterile  and  stoney  that  had  been  seen. 

Towards  noon  the  coast  began  to  rise  into  chains  of  lofty 
mountains,  which  ran  along  in  nearly  the  same  line  as  the 
coast  The  latitude  was  43  deg.  07  min.  the  longitude 
145  d^.  42  min.  A  large  smoke  diat  got  up  astern  of  the 
vessel  was  the  first  sign  of  inhabitants  that  had  been  seen 
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«pdn  Ads  wtst  OMit,  the  appearance  t>f  which  was  misetabljr 
barren. 

At  eight  inthfe  evwfaig  tkey  passed  the  S.  W.  cape  of  Van 
IMeottm's  iand,  hitherto  known  as  that  of  New  Holland.  It 
is  a  oatrow  piece  of  kMl>  prqjectbg  from  the  higher  land  at 
ao  great  tdbtance,  with  two  flattish  hummocks,  that  gave  it 
MNOse  little  reaeirtiblaoce  to  the  Ram  Head  near  Plymouth. 
At  8uti*>set  they  Were  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  South 
Cape. 

Tfaesoatb^west  and  south  capes  He  nearly  east  and  West  of 
each  other,  and  ave  (Mstaot  about  fifteen  lei^ues.  The  inter- 
mediate coast  forms  the  southern  boundary  of  Van  Dieman's 
Land  $  but  if  taken  upon  the  more  extensive  scale  of  Hne 
whole  southern  hemisphere,  it  applsara^  as  the  southern  point 
of  New  HoUand^  to  be  of  equal  respectability  with  the  ex- 
tremity «f  Tbm  del  Fuego  aiid  of  the  €ape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  south  points  bf  th^  coDtinents  of  America  and  Africa. 

like  tfiat  of  Tenia  del  Fuego,  the  extremity  o^  Van  Die- 
man's  Ijdid  presents  a  rugged  and  determined  front  to  die 
itf  regions  of  the  south  pole ;  and  "Kke  it  seems  once  to  have 
extended  further  south  than  it  does  at  present.  To  a  very 
unusual  elevation,  is  added  au  in^^larity  of  form,  that  justly 
entitles  it  to  rank  among  the  foremost  of  the  gtood  and  Wildly 
magnifieetit  scenes  of  nature^  It  abounds  with  peaks  and 
rid^S)  gaps  attd  fisaure^  that  not  only  disdain  the  stnallest 
uniformity  of  figure,  but  are  ever  changing  shape,  as  the 
point  pf  yAew  shifts.  Beneath  this  strange  confusion,  the 
western  part  of  thi^  waving  ^oast-line  observes  a  regularity 
equally  rediarkabk  as  the  wild  disorder  which  prevails  above. 
hobj  ridges  of  mountain  bounded  hf  tremendous  cliffi,  pro- 
ject from  two  to  four  milcjs  lAto  the  sea,  at  nearly  equal  dis- 
tances from  ^eh  otheir,  widi  a  breadth  varying  frmn  two 
miles  to  two  and  a  half.  The  bights  or  bays  lying  between 
them  ate  baeked  by  sAUidy  beaches.  These  vast  buttresses 
appear  to  be  the  soutliem  extremities  of  the  mountains  of 
Van  DieniAn'^  Land ;  which  it  cau  hardly  be  doiibted,  have 
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once  projected  into  the  sea  far  beyond  tbeir  present  abrupt 
termination,  and  have  been  united  ivitb  the  now  detached 
land,  De  Witt's  kles.  These  iales,  (so  nwaed^  probably,  by 
TasBoan)  twelve  in  number,  are  of  TBEious  siaes.  The  two 
hH^est  are  from  three  to  four  miles  in  circuit.  Thek  »dea 
are  steep ;  but  their  height  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  main. 
The  largest  is  the  lowest.  Their  aspect,  like  that  of  the 
main,  bespeaks  extreme  sterility. 

A  great  smoke  that  arose  at  the  back  of  one  of  tiie  bigbis 
shewed  the  main  to  be  inhabited ;  but  they  could  not  sop* 
pose  the  people  of  this  place  to  be  furnished  with  canoes^ 
when  those  of  Adrenture  Bay,  in  tlieir  neighbiMirhood,  w«ra 
unpiovided  with  them.  Nothings  therefore,  was  left  to  tbeif 
choice,  but  to  allow  that  they  might  transport  thenselfMi 
over,  either  upon  logs  of  wood,  or  by  swimming  across;  and^ 
as  the  most  probable  rewai^  of  such  an  exercien  would  be, 
the  capture  of  birds  while  breediog,  or  the  seizure  of  their 
eggs,  the  utility  of  spreading  fires  in  focilitadog  such  ope«a« 
ttons.ite  obvious. 

After  passing  several  places  of  smaller  note,  thcj  enteved 
Herdsman's  Cove ;  above  which,  it  being  the  opinion>o£  Mrr 
Baas  and  his  ccmipanioo  that  the  sloop  could  not  proceed^ 
they  went  up  the  Dorweot  Siver  in  her  boat>  imagimng  that 
one  tide  would  enable  them  to  reach  its  source ;  but  ia  this- 
tbey  were  mistaken,  felling,  as  they  believedy  several  mile» 
short  of  it.  Where  the  returning  tide  met  them,  the  water 
hod  became  perfectly  fresh ;  the  stream  was  two  hundred  and 
thirty  yards  in  breadth,  and  in  depth  three  fathoms.  It  wa» 
wedged  in  between  high  grassy  hilb  that  descended  to  the 
liver  upon*  a  quick  slope,  and  had  a  very  grand  appearance. 
But  the  only  culeorable  patches  of  land  that  they  saw  wcue 
some  £ew  boeaks  in  the  hilis,^  and  some  narrow  slips  that  were 
found  at  their  foot  close  to  the  water's  side. 

In  their  way  up,  a  human  voice  saluted  them  from  the  hills; 
on  which  they  landed^  carrying  widi  them  one  of  several 
swans  whieh  they  had  just  shot.    Having  nearly  veadMd  the 
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summit^  two  females,  with  a  short  covering  hanging  loose 
from  their  shoulders,  suddenly  appeared  at  some  little  distance 
before  them ;  but,  snatching  op  each  a  small  basket,  these 
scampered  off.  A  man  then  presented  himself,  and  suffered 
jthem  to  approach  him  without  any  signs  of  fear  or  dbtnist. 
He  received  the  swan  joyfully,  appearing  to  esteem  it  a 
treasure. 

His  language  was  unintelligible  to  them,  as  wns  theirs  to 
him,  although  they  addressed  him  in  several  of  the  dialects  of 
the  New  South  Wales,  and  some  few  of  the  most  common 
words  of  the  South  Sea  Islands.  With  some  difficulty  they 
made  him  comprehend  their  wish  to  see  his  place  of  residence* 
He  pointed  over  the  hill,  and  proceeded  onwards ;  but  hh 
pace  was  slow  and  wandering,  and  he  often  stopped  under 
pretence  of  having  lost  the  track;  which  led  them  to  suspect 
that  his  only  aim  was,  to  amuse  and  tire  them  out.  Judging, 
then,  that  in  persisting  to  follow  him  they  roust  lose  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  flood  tide,  which  was  much  more  valuable 
to  them  than  the  sight  of  his  hut  could  be,  they  parted  from 
him  in  great  friendship. 

The  most  probable  reason  of  his  unwillingness  to  be  thrir 
guide  seemed  to  be,  his  fearing  that  if  he  took  them  to  hts 
women,  their  charms  might  induce  them  to  run  off  with  them, 
a  jealousy  very  common  with  the  natives  of  the  continent. 

He  was  a  short  slight  man,  of  a  middle  age,  with  a  counte- 
nance more  expressive  of  benignity  and  intelligence,  than  of 
that  ferocity  or  stupidity  which  generally  characterized  the 
other  natives ;  and  his  features  were  less  flattened,  or  negro- 
like, than  theirs.  His  face  was  blackened ;  and  the  top  of 
his  head  was  plastered  with  red  earth.  His  hair  was  either 
naturally  short  and  close,  or  had  been  rendered  so  by  burning, 
and,  although  short  and  stifily  curled,  they  did  not  think  it 
woolly.  He  was  armed  with  two  spears,  very  itt  made,  of 
solid  wood.  No  part  of  their  dress  attracted  his  attemkMn, 
except  the  red  silk-handkerchiefs  round  their  nedcs.  Tbeir 
fire-arms  were  to  him  objects  neither  of  curiosity  aor  fear. 
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Thi»wiapflie  first  iMmr^b^y^iiidjpoiienmtb  in  Van  IDic- 
isum^^lji^;  «Dd  iAs  inek  abd  open  deporfditot  iled  them 
lOM  aaif  torfomi.Rfavoumble  opioioD  of  tke.dispositioiliof  its 
3KhabitBiits^batto>coB)0otitre  that  if  the  countcy  was  peopled 
vio.  tbeniaualiDumlMRiy  be  woidd  not  haTe  been  the'oidy  oiie . 
tthey  alKNild  baTeiaet.  A  ciroumstaDce  .which  co^rohmHed 
>tfais.mippe8Moii;irasyrdiat  io/theiexoonions  made  by  Mr.fiBasa 
.into  ike  JDOUotiyy  havfaig  eridofn  any  other  society  than  His 
'iwodogSy  be  wculd  faaiire  been  no.great  object  of  drbad  to  a 
rpcople  ignorant  of /the  cffiscts  of  fire-ann%  and  would  certainly 
)hsve  been  hailed'hy  any  one  wfaonx^ight  have  aeen  him. 

Tbey  fell  in*iBitlL.many  huts  along  the  diflferent  shores  of 
'tfe  fiver»  of  the  same  /bod  constrnetion  ^  those  of  '.Port 
ffiiyqfnfepiey  but  with  fewer  Iseaps  of  mn8cle*bheUs  lying  near 
*dien«  The  nativea  of  this  place^  piohably,  drew  the .  principal 
upart  of  their  :food  fimrthe  wt)ofla ;  the  bones  df  staall  animak, 
such  as^^Bssnau^  mUtrdSf  ^HaA^soroo  mt^iaiid  bandicoots^ 
;  lani^enuaiibwdtibefr  deserted fine-fp^  -and  the  two 
.  wMab^lheiFisaw  in  ihe  ifaands  <6f  the.  mail  were  siinilar 
'to-tUseasseArinr  iHiifting  in.  other  iposts.  .Mtoy  trees  also 
')itoefe'ittsen»dJM>tenote^ied.  Ko  canoes  wttre  ever  seenyser 
3aay4iees^ikNlMfloidjas  toianswtr  dutt.pn^Kise. 

Besides t)ie>smalli|aadrap<ds. already  mentioiiedi  theyol^- 

inef^cd  tiie  grey  soqd  r^  ikangooioo.    The  :faBilheM  tribes 

•^tvere^appaiently  siasttar  to  those  of  Port  Daivym]de.    HAbb 

again  they  daily  ate  their  swan,  the  AocIes  of  wfaith-eren'eaB- 

^«seded  ^diose  that  they  hoi  befiore  met  with. 

Tlie  teost  ierandable  ^among  the  reptiles  wns  ,tbe  Mack 
^Mlake  ^widi  tenomouB  fangsj  aod-somuch  in  col6ur  resemblo^ 
m^%iinftt  9dAf  that  Aldose  Jnapectioo/only  co«ld  detect  the 
'4llftrenoe.  Mr^dBass  once,  with  his  eyes  cautiously  direcUd 
towards  the  ground,  stepped  over  one  which  was  lying  asleep 
-meisHigiflineiblaA  stieks,.ana  wouldhave  passed  on  without 
observing  it,  had  not  its  loud  hissntnicted  his  attentita  the 
'ipBomont  afcerwanls. 

2  T 
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*     He  determined  on  taking  him  alive,  in  order,  to  try  the 

effect  of  his  bite  upon  a  hawk  that  he  had  in  his  fdssesskm^ 

'  In  the  contest,  he  bit  himself;  after  whieh  he  was  soon 

.  mastered,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  died«r    Having  never 

•    before  known  a  snake  of  his  si^  to  be  killed  bji^^a  few  very 

'  slight  blows  with  a  stick,  which  was  so*rott€n  as  aeaicely  to 

'  bear  the  weight  of  its-  own  blew,,  he  was  at  a  loss  tpomeeive 

how  death  had  so  suddenly  succeeded  so  much  vigour  in  aa 

J  animal  so  tenacious  of  life*    Was  it  possible  that  his  own  Ute 

could  have  been  the  cause?    When,  three  hours  afterwank, 

the  skin  was  stripped  off,  the  flesh  for  some  distance  round 

:  the  marks  of  his  teeth  was  found  inflamed  and  discoloured. 

The  account  of  the  Derwent  RtveF  being  now  chised,  ai^d 

ike  whole  of  what  was  learned  of  Van  Diemaa's  Lanixdalsd^ 

i  it  may  not  be  improper,  says  Mr»  Bass,  to  poiat  out  the  vrnm^ 

,  ner  in  which  this  countiy  and  New  South  Wales-  appear  to 

.  differ  in  theiriaost  essentiai  quality,-  that  of  tbeir  soil.^ 

In  adjusting  their  comparative  fertility,' :  the  >  ccmtmated  din 

position  of  their  soils  is  -ttiuch  more  prominent  ^tfaan  aay  ia- 

V  equality  in  their  quantity.    They  are  poor  countries^  buty.  a» 

far  as  the  eye  of  discovery  Has  yet  penetrated  islo  either,  the 

culturable  soil. of  the  Litter  is  found  lying  in  a^few  distinct 

-patches  of  limited  extent,  andof  varying  quality ;  whib  the 

X  soil  of  the  former,  being  more  equally  spnead^  those  qpots  of 

1  abundant  richness,  or  large  wilds  of  unimproveable  sterility> 

are  much  less  frequently  seen. 

Although  Van  Dieman's  Land  seems- to  possess  few  or  Done 
'Of  those  vast  depths  of  soil  with  which  the  happiest  spots  cf 
[New  South  Wales  are  blessed ;  yet  it  seldom  sickens  the 
-heart  of  its  traveller  with  those  extensive  tracts  which  at.  cvice 
disarm  industry,  and  leave  the  warmest  imaginatian  widwut 
one  beguiling  project. 

In  point  of  productive  soil  Mr.  Bass  gives  the-  prepoadei- 
anceto  Vaa Dieman's  Land. 

In  one  particular,  which  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  civiliased 
country  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  both  countries  are  but 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^lEW  SOUTH  WM.ES.  ^SSt 

tOD  much  alike:  each  is  mnplf  stored  with  water  for  the 
cooiiaon  purposes  of  life;  bat  deficient  in  those  large  inter- 
sectkNn  of  it  which,  in  otiier  more  fortunate  countiries,  so 
iBOch  fecflitate  the  operations  of  nan,  and  lead  commerce  to 
the  door  of  even  the  most  inland  ftirmec  i 

Two  rivers  only,  Port  Dalrymple  and  the  Derwent,  are 
Icaown  to  descend  from  Van  Dieman*s  Land ;  but  by  Point 
St.  I^ncent,  possibly,  there  may  be  a  third.  •  # 

On  the  3d  of  January  thfey  left  the  Derwent,  aoeid  proceeded  . 
to  the  northward,  coasting  the  east  side  of  Frederick-Henry  ' 
Bay,  which  was  for  tlie  most  part  high  and  steep  to  the  sell , 
llie  figure  of  the  shore,  b^ween  what  is  now  called  Cape  ^ 
Baaaltes  and  Gape  Hilar,  exhibited  one  <Qf  these  great  works  . 
of  BaUse  which  seldom  fail  t»  excite  aurfMize :  it  was  all 
basaltic.  The  cape  is  a  vast  high  wedge,  which  pityects  into  ^ 
the  aea,  sormoiiiited  by  lofty  single  coluinns. 

Eaily  on  the  morning  c^  the  8th  they  were  among  the 
islands  lying  off  the  Patriarchs.  These  were  three  in  num- 
ber ;  die  laigest  of  which  was  high,  rocky,  and  barren,  with  a 
iMsb  of  gnmite ;  which,  like  that  of  Preservation  Island,  laid 
scattered  about  in  large  detac^d  blocks.  Mr.  Bass  landed 
upon  the  iiiitetmost,  and  found  it  well  inhabited,  l^e  vari- 
ous tribfe^  h^d  divided  it  mto  districts.  One  part  was  white 
with  gannets,  breeding  in  nests  of  earth  and  dried  grass. 
Petrels  and  penguins  had  their  under-ground  habitations  in 
those  parts  tit  the  island  which  had  the  most  grass.  Tiie 
rocks  ofthe  shore,  attd  Modes  of  granite,  were  occupied  by  the 
pied^yfleasive  shag  and  common  gull ;  geese,  red-bills,  and 
qnffls, lived  in  common;  and  the  rest  was  appropriated  to 
ihe  seals,  who  seemed  to  be  lords  of  the  domain.  Mr.  Bass 
remarked  with  surprize,  that  though  tfie  priiYcipal  herd  scam- 
pered cMTlike  sheep,  as  is'  dsual-ota  the  first  approach,  yet  the 
iMlbs,  wtfb  possessed  a  Yock  to  themselves,  where  they  sat 
surrounded  by  their  numeious' wives  and  progeny,  on  his 
Ansmitfi  near  them,  hobbled  up  with  a  menacing  roar,  and 
&irly  commenced  the<attaok,' while  the  wives  seemed  to  rest 
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tbtfar  sotmk^  updai  l)h^<8ttpOTa«Mnii|0|(«Bd  ajMtwwrf  tlmh 

coAstemaiiM^  thajtionty' raited  tbcanelvMi  iipo«  ihekt  ii^e 
fiiift,.asiif  fcady  fbrift  PMnAit  tcqpiiigArii^ci'Bpwi  Ati  Will% 
and  watching  the  movemems  of  tKeeBeray* 

Hating.  oaBeelted.  aai  mucb  stock  a»  was*  ntiwmMjp  ihqr 
stood  to  tieoorthvnii,  aadon  tke  L2th  mobodtPm*  JookMH. 
On  deltveriog  the  ttBoouot  ot  hk  Tojn^s  t»  die  Goramort  be 
iiaaiedtiie'pi«ci|Daisdnoovcry  iahidi«w«Mfa&evttit0f  it^  Bm 
Sfamtf  is  a*  triboto  to  tbodisooweMii 

The  noot  protainont  adivavtage  wkick  seomed  iyttl|r  to jn^ 
onie tb  the scttloinent  fiom  tfabdboowrjr wa% tbo expedtingi 
of  the  passage  flKMb  th&Ckpe  of  <kiod  Ho|]feliir  Bart  Ja 

The  fessd  thai  has  the  credit  of  having  iiitt 
gatAd  Yao  Diemaa's  Laod%«»biiit  at  Nbafbik  Idiiid,of  iho 
fir  of  that  country^  whinb-wta  tmoA  to  i 
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Sut^ifiiimColijity^Bimii^^  live 

ami-es-^Siite  of  Nor^  Itlaod^aoMaroesof-Nnr  Soodi  Wsfes— 
Cattie  brought  from  the  Caye — Native»-r-Storins— A  Whaler's  qmck 
passage  from  England— A  Klissionary  mardered— The  Mtttdeier'a 
tried  and  executed. 


Wb  aMMt  Qoar  return  «(ii  the  othoir  a|fid»oC  Ae  i 
fiOBi  wUeh  we  have  been  so  loiig  ahseiift.    AgriotJlawl/C 
cems  woreas  unpfoasisiag  anappearanooasriatbo  lailaiioalhu 
The  Go?enior>  ina visit  whidbbediadeio  Vwmm^S^UBA* 
thai  the  pasture  otet  the  wboltr  oo<mtiy  had  Vsod  imHisly 
buvatup;  iacooseqaams^ofrWhiohtb&^graaiBg^^ciittl^ 
great  dittPsss;  aodi  fiom'thpedansleiitaUcri 
dsoaght^  the  maiao  m»wuy  wkMft^Mf^^MtiU 
taao  that  would  nmii  tho  atackrdl'  htogi^  aiUiinsakrt^Be 
djice  the  settkBQ«Bt(ia  tba  aMrieilBtaMdJ:  r.     .  ..: 
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fMeived  fKnaNorfoO^fehmd  thi^  saftisfectoiy  ioteUigoiH)^  t^ft, 
l!be  wheat  harvasi  hadi  tbara  been  more  productjyira  tbf^Ht 
usiial;,  buit  tbe  flomz^  wa§  ISi^y  to  faU  afnirt  itoi»asia»i)ftr 
want  of  Kaku 

At  tbe  doBe  of  Japuupy  the  Criniaal  Coyjrt  of  Jtuclioi^uitt 
irna  aaseiBbled ;  when  a  seijeant  of  tbe  New  South  Walet: 
oorpa  was  coadenuied  fw  a  fof^^ryy  but  reeonloieoded  to  thor 
iioveniop  a  mercy  by  tbe  coujct ;  another  wa»  coudemond  fov 
Uthuxi^lapf}  and  a  tbird  seuibeiiced  to  receive  a  severe  cofspoftX 
fwaiahment,  for  bax^iag  shot  a  oative  at  Botaoy  BiQr«  Coul4t 
the  evidence  of  soMie  of  these  people  bare  been  taken,  it  naa 
SififMMied  iktii  be  would  have  been  capitally  convicted;  in 
whieb  c«5e  he  would  certainly  have  aufieied,  the  Giovemor 
hmog  determined  to  put  that  article  of  bis  Maje9ty's  instruo- 
tifiBS  in  force,  which,  in  ptecing  tbese  people  under  the  proh 
tfetfipn  of  tht  British  Government,  enjoined  the  puttbhtng  oS 
any  injury  done  to  their  persons  or  property.  When  tbe  cul* 
jwii  was  brought  out  to  be  puiwbcd^  several  of  ihe  nativea  at- 
tended; and  be  received  ia  their  presence  aa  mwrh  of  bia 
senleoee  aa  he  eoiild  bear,  they  witnessing  hm  suArii^  with, 
the  most  perfect  indiierencei 

The  weather  was  exceediugly  hot  during  the  whole  of 
Jaauni;.  Gki  the  9|h  of  Febripaiy,  a  prisoner  wbp  hqd  been 
4XHideuie4  to  die  by  the  bist  coui>l  auffrred  the  sentence  of' 
the  bHT.  The  reeoU^pction  of  hie  ontimely  end,  and  lus  ad 
moMiMs  ftom.  ((he  Ul^  tsee,  c^d  pot  have  departed  frpm 
the  minda  of  ,tho6<(  who  aaw  and  hfard  biao,  when  another 
amxi  aentanolhfiv  oQ'^Mer  to  mahe  tbe  swm  aMnament  ioc, 
hh  wvmtms  enm»*  Indeed,  th#  journal  of  this  inonth: 
nii^u^  furnish  jitt)e  elae  than:  a^eaitahigue.  of  ^eaulioD?)  lobr 
haiie%.ai:id'ina|aiieea  of  depravity  f  iiaaong  whieh  wait  the  d^' 
sft9>uy.i^  iHf  4hQ  puUiA  giiol  ^  Sydney  $.«nw  ^fm  ^ 
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doubt  entertained  of  its  having  been  done  thtoogh  design, 
though  it  will  be  read  with  horror,  that  at  that  time  there  were 
confined  within  its  walls  twenty  prisoners,  most  of  whom  were 
loaded  with  irons,  and  who,  with  much  diiBculty,  were  snatch- 
ed from  the  flames.  Feeling  for  each  other  was  never  imputed 
to  these  miscreants ;  and  yet,  if  several  were  engaged  in  the 
commission  of  a  crime,  they  have  seldom  been  known  to  be- 
tray their  companions  in  iniquity.  But  from  scenes  so  dis- 
graceful to  human  nature  the  mind  feels  relieved,  even 
though  compelled  to  turn  to  those  of  calamity.  Yet,  befoie 
we  proceed,  it  is  but  justice  to  those  in  power  to  observe,  that, 
were  it  not  evident  that  certain  punbhment  awaited  the  con- 
viction of  ofienders,  it  might  be  supposed  that  a  relaxation  of 
the  civil  authority  bad  begotten  impunity;  but  far  otherwise 
was  the  fact :  the  police  was  vigilant,  the  ma^strates  active, 
and  the  Governor  ever  anxious  to  support  them,  with  incessa&t 
diligence  endeavoured  to  establish  good  order  and  morality 
in  the  settlement  But  such  was  the  depravity  of  these  peo- 
ple, from  the  habitual  practice  of  vice,  that  they  were  become 
dBce  fearless  of  the  punishments  of  this  world,  or  of  diat 
whieh  is  to  come. 

The  great  drought  and  excessive  heat  had  effected  the 
water.  Such  ponds  as  still  retained  any  were  reduced  so  veiy 
low,  that  most  of  them  were  become  brackish,  and  scarcely 
drinkable.  From  this  circumstance,  it  was  conjectured,  that 
the  earth  contained  a  large  portion  of  salt ;  for  the  ponds  even 
on  the  high  grounds^^  were  not  fresh.  Hie  woods  between 
Sydney  and  Parramatta  were  compkitely  on  fire,  the  trees  be- 
ing burnt  to  the  tops ;  and  every  blade  of  grass  was*  destroyed. 

The  entrance  of  March  was  accompanied  by*  two  or  three 
days  rain,  which  greatly  refreshed  the  gardens  that  were 
almost  wholly  burnt  up,  and  every  where  revived  the  perish- 
ing vegetatk>tt.  At  the  Hawkesbury,  howei^er,  an  Accident 
occurred,  which,  although  not  so  ruinous  to  the  coltay  at 
large  as  the  drought,  proved  most  destructive  to  the  Settlers 
in  that  Ssbtti^    This  river  suddenly,  and  4ii  the  cooiin  of  a 
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▼ery  few  hours,  swelled  to  the  height  of  fifty  feet  above  its 
conuDOD  level,  and  with  such  rapidity  aud  power  as  to  carry 
every  thing  before  it.  The  government-house,  which  had 
been  erected  at  the  first  settling  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
was  swept  away,  with  a  quantity  of  provisions  which  had  been 
deposited  in  it.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  were  taken  off  from 
the  ridges  of  their  houses,  by  a  few  boats  which  they  fortu- 
nately had  among  them,  just  in  time  to  save  their  lives ;  fv 
most  ot  the  dwellings  were  inundated,  and  the  whole  country 
appeared  like  an  extensive  lake.  Many  hogs,,  other  live 
stocl^  poultry,  with  much  of  the  produce  of  the  last  unfortu- 
nate harvest,  and  the  domestic  effects  of  the  peopIe>  were 
huHEied  away  by  the  torrent.  Fortunately,  however,  only  oae 
life  was.Iost. 

This  was  a  most  serious  calamity ;  and,  no  cause  having 
.  appeared  to  indicate  an  approaching  overflow  of  the  river^  the 
settlers  were  not  prepared  for  such  a  disaster.  It  was  said^ 
that  the  natives  foresaw  it,  aod  apprised  the  inhabitants* 
There  could,  however,  be  no  doubt,  that,  unperceived  by  our 
people,  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  taken  place  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  among  the  mountains;  and  which,,  from  the 
parched  state  of  the  land  for  such  a  length  of  time,  had  in  no 
part  been  absorbed,  but  ran  down  the  sides  <^  the  hills,  as 
from  mountains  of  solid  rock,  filling  all  the  low  grounds,  and 
branches  of  the  river;  which,  being  in  form  suddenly  serpen- 
tine, could  not  give  vent  so  fast  as  the  waters  descended. 

In  a  few  days  this  extraordinary  collection  of  water  had 
found  its  way  to  the  sea;  and,  the  river  regaining  its  usual 
level,  the  settlers  set  about  new  cropping  their  grounds ;  for 
which  purpose  they  were  supplied  with  seed  wheat  on  the 
government  account ;  their  request  for  bedding  and  clothings 
it  was  not  so  easy  to  comply  with,  from  the  poverty  of  the 
public  stores  in  these  articles. 

Among  the  public  works  at  this  time  in  hand  were,  the 
raising  the  walls  of  the  new  gaol,  laymg  the  upper  floor  of  a 
windmiU,  and  erecting  the  churches  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta. 
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Slost  ttf  these  buildirigs  did  not  advance  so  'lapidlyto  flie 
"necessity  for  them  required,  owing  to  the  weakness  of  the 
'public  gangs ;  and,  indeed,  scarcely  ever  had  there  been  « 
thorough  day's  labour  obtained  from  them.    They  never  felt 
themselves  interested  in  the  effect  of  tlieir  woi-k,  knowing 
that  the  ration  from  the  store,  whatever  it  might  be,  wonM 
be  ii^ued  to  them,  whether  they  earned  it  or  not ;  unlike  the 
labouring  man  whose  subsistence,  and  that  of  his  family,  de- 
•pcnd  upon  his  exertions.    For  the  individual  who  wouM  pay 
them  for  their  services  with  spirits,  they  would  labour  while 
they  had  strength  to  lift  the  hoe  or  the  axe ;  but  when^goverD- 
ment  required  the  production  of  that  strength,  it  was  not 
"fiifthcoming;  and  it  was  more  to  be  wondered,  that  ^nder 
such  disadvantages  so  much,  rather  than  so  little,  'had  been 
'done.    The  convicts  whose  services  belonged  to  the  Crown 
iMnSfhy  farthe  greater  part,  a  worthless  dissipated  set,  who 
'never  thonght  i)eyond  the  present  moment;  and  they  were 
Tor  ever  employed  in  rendering  that  moment  as  easy  to  them- 
selves as  their  invention  could  enable  them. 

Of  the  settlers  and- their  disposition,-much  has  been  already 
said.  The  a:ssistance  and  encouragement  which  from  time  to  i 
time  were  given  them,  they  were  found  not  to  deserve.  The  i 
greater  part  had  originally  been  convicts;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed,  that  while  they  continued  in  that  state,  their  habits  | 
Were  much  improved.  With  these  habits,  then,  they  became 
fr^men  and  settlers ;  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  render  tfiem 
insolent  land  presuming;  and  many  of  them  continued  a  dead 
weight  upon  the  government,  without  reducing' the  expences 
of  the  colony.  These  expences  were  certainly  great,  and  bad 
been  considerably  increased.  The  settlettaent  was. at  this 
time  much  in  want  of  many  necessary  articles  of  fife ;  and 
when  these  were  brought  by  speculators  and  traders  who  oc- 
casionally touched  there,  they  demanded  more  ifiban  five 
hundred  per  cent,  above  what  the  same  articles  could  have 
been  sent  out  for  froln  fingland^  with  eveiy  addidoQ  of 
ircight,  insurance,  &c. 
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It  having  been  for  several  days  reported,  that  the  crews  of 
two  boats,  which  had  been  permitted  to  go  to  Hunter's  River^ 
had  been  cut  off  by  the  natives^  the  GovenK»r  ordered  his 
whale-boat  to  be  well-armed,  and  to  proceed  thither  in  quest 
of  the  boats  and  their  crews ,  sending  in  her  Henry  Hacking, 
a  person  on  whom  he  could  depend.  This  man,  at  his  return, 
ioformed  the  Governor,  that  on  his  arrival  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  bum  the  smaller  boat,  which  had  three  men  in 
her,  who  were  each  provided  with  a  musquet.  The  boat  was 
there,  but  the  men  were  not  to  be  found.  Going  in  search 
of  tliem,  he  fell  in  with  a  large  body  of  natives,  all  armed.  On 
desiring  them  to  inform  him  what  was  become  of  the  white  - 
men,  they  told  him  that  they  were  gone  to  Sydney.  This, 
however,  did  not  satify  him,  as  he  found  that  they  had  taken' 
mway  the  sails  of  the  boat,  the  men's  blankets,  and  every  thing 
that  they  had  with  them.  He  then  threatened  to  kilt  them 
if  they  did  not  instantly  inform  him,  and  presented  his  mus- 
quet ;  at  which  they  laughed,  and  said,  that  if  he  did  not  go 
away,  and  leave  them  a  small  boat  which  he  had  with  him, 
and  the  whale-boat,  they  would  destroy  every  white  man 
there,  and  poised  their  spears  in  a  threatening  manner.  He 
again  levelled  his  musquet,  in  the  hope  of  alarming  them ; 
but  they  were  not  so  easily  frightened,  and  became  more 
noisy  and  violent.  Finding  that  an  attack  was  almost  certain, 
he  charged  his  gun  with  buck-shot,  and  ordered  them  to  leave 
the  place;  hot,  their  clamoar  increasing,  he  fired,  and  four 
o{  them  fell,  one  of  whom  got  up  again  and  ran  off,  the  other 
three  remaining  upon  the  ground,  probably  mortally  wound- 
ed. The  whole  disappeared,  leaving  Hacldng  to  fill  his  boat 
and  effect  his  retreat  unmolested.  The  men  who  had  been 
missing,  some  time  after  fortunately  reached  the  settlement. 

On  the  24th,  the  Nautilus  returned  from  NcNrfolk  Island, 
and  with  her  came  in  a  Spanish  ship,  a  prize  to  two  whalers, 
which  they  had  captured  off  Cape  Blanco  on  the  coast  of 
Peru.    A  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  having  been  assembled, 
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she  was  condemned  as  a  legal  prize,  and  part  of  her  cnigo  sold 
by  pobUc  anctiiDn* 

This  was  a  new  drcuaistance  in  the  annab  of  the  settle^ 
ment^  and  wore  the  appearance  of  rendering  it  of  more  con- 
sequence than  it  had  hitherto  been.  Did  it  not  go  to  piD\'c^ 
that  at  some  fatare  period,  in  the  event  of  a  Dutch  war,  i< 
might  become  a  placjs  of  much  importance,  by  oSertog  a  re« 
eeption  to  the  prizes  of  oar  cniizers-,  a  eowrt  whereat  they 
could  be  condemned,  and  a  market  for  their  cargoes  ? 

Two  days  afterwards  the  Norfolk  returned  firom  Noriblk 
Island^  brbging  a  confirmation  of  the  entire  faihire  of  the 
tnaiJEe  harvest. 

Every  year's  experience  proved,  dM  that  island  nevcv 
would  be  of  the  utility  which  might  be  expected  from  the 
teiy  great  expenee  that  was  incurred  on  its  account.  It  was 
frobabie,  that  this  expenoe  had  not  been  adverted  to  in  Eng- 
land; for  all:  the  bills  drawn  there  were  sent  to  New  Sotitk 
Wales  to  be  consolidated  into  bUls  upon  the  treeswry;  by 
whidi  means  the  expenees  of  the  prmcipai  settfement  appear- 
ed to  be  for  more  considerable  than  in  fact  tliey  were.  'Vhe 
boast  of  Its  eontaining  timber,  and  flax  fit  for  naval  parposes, 
auflkient  to  construct  and  equip  a  navy,  faUs  to  the  gnumd, 
whca  it  is  ccmsidesed  that  the  whole  island  does  ao#  contain  a 
smgle  harbour^  cove,  or  inlet,  fit  to  shelter  a  boat,  much  less 
a  ship ;  but  that  it  is  surrounded  by  a  dangerous  conk  reef, 
which  has  proved  the  loss  of  one  King's  ship,  airf  many  Uvea. 
Besides,  die  soil  of  New  South  Wales  produces  timber  md  flbix 
perfectly  calculated  for  all  naval  purposes,  and  in  sufficient 
abondanoe*  If  an  idea  may  be  hazarded,  Van  ZNemanV 
Uand  holds  out  in  every  respect  a  more  advantageous  spot 
for  a  settleroent,  where  the  inhabitants  would  have  every  thing 
that  Norfolk  Isknd  has  to  oAer,  besides  the  superior  bea^u 
of  a  temperate  climate  and  capacious  harbour. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  likely  to  be  obtained  in  New 
South  Waks  by  the  culture  of  the  flax  phot,  the  breed  oC 
sheep  had  been  considerably  improved,  by  crossing  the  small 
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Bengal  wifh  the  kiger  <2«pe  sheep.  The  fleece  produced 
from  this  mixture  wbs  exceUent ;  and  a  specimen  of  wooUea 
doth  fabricated  of  it  was  sent  to  England.  One  end  of  a  web 
of  linen,  wo¥en  from  the  wild  flax  of  the  country,  was  crossed 
with  a  thread  spun  from  die  baik  of  a  tree;  and  a  w^b 
from  that  bark  was  crossed,  in  the  spedasen  sent  home,  by  a 
thread  of  wool.  All  these  were  made  under  many  difficulties^ 
but  they  answered  the  purpose  of  shewing  what  might  be 
done,  with  proper  tools,  at  a  future  period.  There  was  not 
any  doubt,  but  that  the  flax  plant  would  considerably  improYe 
by  cultivation;  and  the  manufacture  <rf  woollens  promised  io 
beofgiMt  benefit  to  the  settlement,  whenever  a  sufficiency 
ct  the  mw  materials  should  be  collected. 

The  diseovery  of  the  vast  strata  of  coal  must  be  ledcoued 
among  the  new  lights  thrown  upon  the  resources  of  the  colony« 
The  Ctksility  that  this  presents  in  working  the  iron  ore  with 
which  tb^  settlement  abounded,  must  prove  of  infinite  utility 
if  a  dock-yard  should  ever  be  established  there. 

On  the  3d  of  May  his  Majesty's  ship  Bufialo  arrived  from 
England ;  but  last  from  the  Cape  of  <}ood  Hope,  whence  she 
brought  si]|ty-six  head  of  cattle.  She  had  also  on  board  some 
look  and  articles  of  hardware  fx  the  use  of  the  eolooy ;  bot» 
i|nfortttnately,  no  bedding  or  clothing  of  anykmd. 

The  natives,  ever  hostile  to  the  setters,  had  hitely  killed 
^ne  of  them :  these  natives  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  which 
Ps-mul-wy  was  the  leader. 

Savage  as  these  beings  were  toward  the  white  people^  and 
to  each  other,  yet  they  could  unbend,  and  divert  themselves 
with  the  softer  amusements  of  singing  and  dancing.  It  might 
be  mtfpo^tif  that  with  this  exercise,  and  the  company  of  their 
fipmales,  their  angry  and  turbirient  passions  would  be  at  rest» 
and  the  idea  of  morder  cbuM  not  enter  their  nnnds;  yet  haEVis 
they  been  often  known  to  start  awayt  in  search  of  soom  ua- 
snqMCted  object  of  their  hatred,  who^  before  the  oaoraing^ 
has  received  a  dozen  spears  tfaroi^  his  body ;  and  this  i$ 
in  bis  uncultivalvd  state  I 
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The  weathop  nearly  tbroogbont  the  month  of  Jane  had 
been  extremely  tempestnoos,  bkywing  a  heavy  gak  from  the 
southward,  attended  with  a  deluge  of  lain.  The  ravages  of 
this  storm  were  so  greats  that  the  settlement  was  thrown  bad^ 
a  full  twelvemonth  in  those  works  which  at  the  time  were  ex- 
pected very  shortly  to  be  completed.  The  weather  had  never, 
from  the  establishment  of  the  colony,  been  observed  to  be  so 
severe.  The  setdement  had,  indeed,  between  tlie  fires  of  the 
summer,  and  the  floods  and  gales  of  the  winter,  sufiered  very 
considerably.  Added  to  these,  at  this  time,  were  tlie  incon- 
veniences arising  from  an  unproductive  harvest,  from  an  ex- 
hausted store  in  the  very  essential  articles  of  clothing  and 
bedding,  from  the  hostile  disposition  of  many  of  the  natives, 
and  from  the  annihilation  of  morality,  hopesty,  and  industry, 
in  the  major  part  of  the  colonists. 

As  this  picture  is  not  exaggerated,  the  situation  and  fecfings 
of  the  lutional  part  of  the  settlement  were  certainly  not  to  be 
envied.  ^ 

Every  exertion  was  immediately  made  to  remedy  the  mis- 
fortunes occasioned  by  the  late  tempesttious  weather.  The 
erecting  of  a  stone  prison  at  Sydney  being  found  to  create 
much  expense,  as  well  as  to  require  much  time,  the  Governor 
called  a  meeting  of  the  officers,  principal  inhabitants,  and 
landholders,  and  proposed  an  assessment  to  be  furnished  by 
each,  as  well  of  money  as  of  labour ;  which  was  readily  agreed* 
to  on  their  part ;  and  that  necessary  building  was  thenceforth 
earned  on  at  their  expenoe,  the  public  stores  only  facnishing 
such  iron  as  might  be  requbite. 

On  the  29iihf  the  ship  Altnon  anchored  in  the  cove  fmii 
England  after  a  passage  of  only  three  months  and  fifteen  days, 
the  shortest  ever  yet  made  to  tluit  country.  Mr.  Ebor  Bunker| 
who  had  jbeen  at  Port  Jackson  befoie  in  the  William  and  Ann 
transport,  commanded  the  Albion,  and  was  now  selected  by 
her  owners,  Messrs.  Champions,  to  give  the  whale-fishing 
upon  the  coast  a  oomple^  and  lair  trial.  For  this  purpose 
the  ship  was  fitted  out,  with  the  accustomed  liberality  of  those 
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gentlemen,  in  the  amplest  manner,  with  every  ttoro  that 
coQld  be  neeessary  for  herown  use^andeTeiy  comfort  fafher 
people.  Fortunate  would  it  have  proved  for  the  settlement 
in  general,  had  these  and  such  respectable  gentlemen  been 
among  the  first  of  those  whose  speculative  views  had  induced 
them  to  embaik  their  property  in  these  undertakings :  it 
would  then  have  escaped  the  extortions  vrfiich  had  been  but 
too  sttccessfaUy  practised  by  many  others. 

The  month  of  July  commenced  with  a  most  horrid  murder, 
which  was  committed  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Clode,  one  of  die 
missionaries,  who  had  fled  for  lefiige  from  the  savages  of 
Otaheite,  to  the  less  tolerable^  because  better  instructed, 
civilized  savages  of  Sydney.  This  act  of  more  than  savage 
barbarity  was  committed  at  the  brick-fields,  in  the  house  of  a 
soldier.  His  bnins  were  beaten  out  at  the  back  of  his  head, 
with  an  axe,  and  his  throat  so  cut  as  nearly  to  sever  the  head 
from  the  body,  which  was  then  thrown  into  a  saw-pit.  It  waa 
discovered  by  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  concealing 
his  hoe  in  the  same  pUce :  such  are  the  directions  of  Provi- 
dence! The  Criminal  Court  being  convened,  two  men  and 
one  woman  were  on  the  clearest  evidence  ponvicted  of  ths 
murder,  and  adjndged  to  sufier  death. 

It  appeared  upmi  the  trial,  that  the  trifling  sum  of  ten 
pounds,  which  one  of  the  men,  a  soldier^  had  been  indebted 
to  Mr.  Glode,  prompted  him  to  his  destruction.  To  ^fiect 
this,  he  signified  to  the  unfortunate  gentleman,  that  if  he 
vnmld  call  at  his  hut  in  the  evening  he  would  pay  him.  He 
called  accordingly;  and  while  leaning  over  a  table  to  draw 
up  a  receipt,  received  the  first  blow  with  the  axe,  from  the 
hand  of  Thomas  Jones,  the  soldier;  Albnry,  the  other  man, 
who  it  had  been  agreed  upon  should  give  it,  having  foiled  in 
his  resolution  at  the  moment  when  he  was  expected  to  prove 
it*  Being  convicted  on  the  4th,  they  were  execute4  on  the 
Mh,  upon  the  spot  where  the  murder  had  been  committed, 
TblP  house  was  pulled  down  and  burnt;  and  the  po&ts  of  the 
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I  ma  dUivned  toAeamgma  far  < 


CHAP.    XXXL 

Gaol  Fever  hitTDdticed  into  the  Colony— The  Governor  visits  Geoigc's 
River— The  Norfolk  Sloop  returns  fiom  the  Noilhwaid*---Putioiikrs 
•f  hsr  Voy9§b^4Skuhhmttie  Bi9^Nalnrc»--SkinnMli— Fwrthtr  Fh>- 
fwcdmy— PwyratitfM  made  ibr  attacking  the .  Natives — Enter  iV»* 
mice-stone  River— ^Natives— The  maimer  of  Singing,  Dancings  and 
Description  of  their  Per8ons-»-Account  of  Henrcy*s  Bay — Passage  to 
Port  Jackson. 

On  tiie^6th  of  July  the  HiNsiboioagh  tomspori  airivcd 
liroin  England,  wbenoeshe  had  sailed  with  three  hundred  male 
eonvicte  on  boanl ;  liot  ftom  the  raging  of  a  gaol  fever,  that 
made  its  appearance  soon  after  her  deparixire,  ninetjr-fiYe  had 
died  doring  the  voyage,  and  six  more  were  added  to  thenum* 
her  a  few  days  after  they  were  landed. 

it  was  imposMfale  that  any  ship  ooiild  have  been  better  fit« 
led  by  government  for  the  accomanodation  of  priaooeri,  dii« 
ring  such  a  voyage,  than  was  the  Hillsbovoagti ;  bur,  nofer** 
Innately,  they  brought  with  them,  peiiuips,  lariciog  in  their 
dothing,  a  disease  which  bade  defiance  to  all  the  measures 
Aat  oould  be  taken  for  their  eom$9rt  and  convenience. 

The  hospitals  were  immediately  filled  with  the  suivivofay 
ftom  whom  no-labour  could,  for  a  length  ef  time,  be  ezpeet^ 
fd ;  and  they  were  supplied  with  ftesh  meat. 

Governor  Hunter,  in  the  beginning  of  August,  spent  smne 
.days  in  an  excursion  ftom  IVospect-Hill  to  the  settlement 
which  he  had  established  on  the  banks  of  Geoi^'s  Siver. 
Having  befoie  examined  the  country  between  ParamlKtta  and 
the  mer,  he  now  traced  it  in  another  direction,  and  had  the 
gratifioatioa  of  finding  it  equally  fevouiable  to  the  cnltivatiim 
with  vrfiat  he  had  before  observed.  The  distance  ftom  the 
hill  was  about  five  miles,  over  excellent  ground,  well  adapted 
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both  for  cnhivatton  and  pastunufe,  and  equal  to  afiy  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile  of  Novr  Sooth  Wales.  The  settlers,  whom 
he  had  placed  there,  were  all  dohfig  well,  had  not  amj  oom* 
phdnts  to  make,  and  bad  not  been  molested  for  some  time  by 
the  natives.  On  quitting  them,  he  pvoeeeikd  down  the  rifer 
to  Botany  Bay,  and  thence  walked  overhand  to  Sydney  $  be^ 
tween  which  places  them  was  nothing  but  barren  and  unerea 
ground,  bat  every  %here  covered  wkh  the  mtist  beautiful 
flowering  hettlh. 

Shortly  after  his  refam,  the  Norfolk  sloop  came  in  from 
the  northward,  having  been  absent  about  six  weeks  upon  a 
particular  service ;  the  following  account  of  which  is  taken 
Imm  the  je«raal  of  Lieutenant  Ftmders,  whieh  lie*  delivered 
to  the  Geimmor  after  his  afrivat. 

The  Governor  being  very  desirous  of  gaining  somcf  infon^ 
mallon  respaeting  the  coasttothe  northward  of  I^>rt  Jack- 
son, particularly  of  two  kwge  openings  markt^d  by  Captain 
Cook,  the  NoffoMr  sloop  was  manned  witit  volunteers  frdrti 
the  two  king's  sbip^;  and  I^eufenMf  Fftnders  wft3ac<H>mpa- 
nied  by  Bong-iee,  a  native  of  the  nottli  side  of  Bfc^en  Bay; 
who  had'been  noted  for  his  good  disposition,  and  open  and 
manly  conduct.  On  this  service  they  had  sailed  on  the  8th 
of  the  preceding  month. 

At  half  past  seven  in  the  rooming  of  Sunday  the  9th  they 
sotinded ;  but  without  finding  grotind  with  fifteen  fathoms  of 
line,  at  the  distance  of  Haifa  mile  from  a  small  reef  of  black 
rocks,  which  ran  off  from  a  sugar-loaf  point.  There  were  two 
very  low,  and  therefore  dangerous  rocks,  lying  at  S,  20  deg.  E. 
three  or  four  miles,  and  S.  E.  about  two  miles  from  this  point. 
These  rocks  require  to  be  particularly  guarded  against  by  any 
ressel  coming  near  the  land. 

Sounding  with  ten  fathoms  of  line  at  half  a  mile  distance 
Item  the  shore  of  Cape  Hawfce,  they  got  ground.  The  two 
hiUs  here  mentioned  by  Captain  Cook  were  found  to  stand 
upon  the  pitcih  of  the  Cape,  and  were  covered  with  brush 
down  to  the  low  clifis.    The  strata  in  these  clifl^  lay  forty  or 
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fifty  d^ptes  from  tbe  horixontal  line.  Fiom  tbe  Cope  Ae 
coast  falls  back,  formiog  a  kind  <^  dooUc  bay.  The  land  was 
Um,  and  rose,  but  very  gradually,  ridge  over  ridge  ioland  to  a 
moderate  height,  the  country  looking  pleasant  enough  fraai 
the  sea;  but  the  trees  appeared  small,  and  mixed  wkh  brush- 
wood. On  the  morning  of  the  10th  it  was  discovered  that  the 
skiop^  had  unfortunately  sprung  a  very  bad  leak,  which  ad- 
mitted so  much  water  as  kept  one  pump  constantly  at  work, 
this  was  a  serious  cause  of  alarm ;  and  the  maiie  with  wUch 
the  sloop  had  beeabefoie  loaded  was  cobtinually  cboakiag  up 
the  pump. 

After  passing  the  solitary  Isles,  which  Mr.  Flinders  thought 
might,  with  equal  propriety,  be  termed  the  Mtseiabie,  Iran 
their  sterile  and  uninviting  appearance,  they  ancfaoied  in  Shod 
Bay,  in  twoandahalf  fathoais  water^^wa  hand  sandy  bottom. 

On  examining  this  bay  in  lus  boat,  he  found  it  to  be  very 
shalkiw.  Havingretumed  to  the  skx>p  about  noon,  be  landed 
on  the  south  headforthe  purpose  of  observing  the  latitude. 
The  meridional  altitude  of  the  sun  gave  2B  d^.  26  min. 
28  see  S.  for  the  latitude  of  tbe  entrance  into  the  bay. 

Nothing  here  appearing  to  merit  more  than  a  supeificial 
examination,  Mr.  Flinders  did  not  think  it  worth  consuming 
much  of  his  time,  and  therefore  got  under  way  on  the  after- 
noon of  tbe  12th. 

On  tbe  15th,  they  were  13  miles  distant  from  Caspe.  Byron; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  peak  of  Mount  Wamii^  was  just 
appearing  over  it.  Having  hauled  more  ofi^  to  avoid  the 
reef  lying  off  Point  Danger,  on  the  following  raomiiig  they 
found  themselves  at  a  considerable  distance  ftom  the  land. 
They  now  steered  west  for  a  laige  space,  where  no  land  was 
visible,  and,  perceiving  breakers  off  the  south  point  of  the 
openbg,  were  satisfied  that  this  was.  Moreton  Bay.  Passing 
between  these  breakers  and  Point  Lookout,  they  got  ground 
in  twenty  fathoms  water.  As  they  drew  nearer,  there  a^ 
peared  to  be  a  very  large  extent  of  water  within  the  <^nii^. 
The  country  to  the  seaward  was  wretchedly  sandy.    At  duskt 
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Ctpe  KCore«<m  bore  west,  ilicaiit  two  or  thttfe mtlas  ;  Mid  the* 
high««t  ^siBrhmidey  whne  foA  wm  just  ffitgtnting  inetf 
over  tbe  diaCant  ImkI,  bad  opened  round  if  aft  W.  S  deg*  or 
4  deg.  N.  Two  huomioclis,  m&enMing  h^r-icocls,  dbfhietf 
from  any  other  kndrOjj^iied  soon  «ftMV  «  f^  ddgMei' to  the 
aouibWard. 

The  Vttsel  wki»  now  hooled  m  romid  Gape  Mordlotii  «o  gi^ 
iHlo  Olass-House  Bay.  While  rangfaig  i^itMn  a  nfile  of  ibtf 
shore,  ten  natives  were  counted,  hatf  of  whom  wane  pKibMf 
#omon»  from  thair  kaepkif  beblnd  tbe  others*  The  then 
made  many  ande  geMives.  One  had  a  green  branch  in  hir 
baddi  which  he  waved  to  and  fr^  at  lAio  eatent  of  hit  arm, 
h^m  thbpoand  oironondeof  him  to  that  on  the  other;  and" 
some  of  them  would  ran  into  the  water  odcasibnally,  and  beat 
tbo  iurf  with  stieks.  Tbey  apjkared  io  be  friendly,  mmg 
ilearly  the  meae  word  in  caiMng  our  pei^le  that  would  have 
beenmiidoaaeofbyaFoitJadkson  nadw^  md  M^emedde- 
siroua  that  tfaey  should  ]^ooeed  up  the  bay. 

At  e^t  in  tho  ovtsning^  they  anchiorM  about  two  mUes 
ftoM  a  low  sandy  Aore  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  FKuder^  wetit  hi  his  boAt  towanl 
^  ofifeAMjgfy  iAhg  BoRg-l^  fHe  native,  with  Mm.  As'  tbey 
A|ipMaihed  die  Mily  fdim,  somfe  dogs  estne  down  upon  ther 
tMch ;  i&d  866ii  aftdr  s^veml  natives  made  their  appearanee^ 
Amu  of  tfi^  dirrtftg  tssMng^w^  over  their  Aoulders.  The^ 
Hf  upton  thtir  oars  sOftie  tMe^  ebn verting  WMi  them  by  slgbs, 
aiUt  TBptMAi  tBe  iMo^  whiiph  they  had  mud^  vM  ii.  M 
A^seeHMti  t(»  h§  ftfb&dly,'Borig-vee  wished  tb  mako  fhem^  a* 
fiMi;  and»  tUSilShi  nothit^  aiUbbg^-^em  httt  tbe  ^Mses  of 
lUM/MAi  which  ilh6  Mti1t»  ^^lalfy  otfWy  With'  them,  h» 
jtim^  dn  s^d^i  ttttVed',  iintfdir  iimLriiMd  «^  th^y  ihtmB^im^ 

Hd  ^ttiiSUy  mMe  m  dkiAmige  wkh  the  ]^rb^ttelt  ftom  hia* 
iMtRf  4Mr  tf  flHft  Mid^  Of  kinfooroo  h^.  Thif  musifaeta 
imi^ki^^i!t}l0u4  hl>  th<»  hbltf^  fe  be^  propMd  a^ikist  ailf 
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appearing  rather  sbjr  than  otbenrae,  Mr.  Flioderi  joined  hi? 
oenipattion)  taidag  bis  gun  with  him.  By  OAakiog  friendly 
aignay  lajiDgdMrn  the  gun,  and  offering  tbeai  a  woollen  cap^ 
he  was  sufifered  to  approachjand  one  took  the  cap;  but  whm 
Mr.  Flindnrs  oaade  s^ns  that  he  expected  to  haye  his  oet-bag 
in  return,  he  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  must,  first  givct 
him- his  hat.  This  hat  was  made  of  the  white. filamenta  of 
the  eabbage«tfe^  and  seemed  to  excite  the  attention  and 
wishes  of  the  whole  party. 

As  the  hat  wafr  not  gi?en  to  him,  be  came  forwyird,  firsi 
thiDwing  the  cap  that  he  bad  received  upon  the  bank  bdiii^d 
bimr  to  secure  it,  and  seanied  very  anxious  for  either  the  hat 
or  gun,  or  both«  Every  tbiflg,  howeverr  was  carried  on  veiry 
aancably ;  and  Mr.  Flinders,  with  Us  nntive,  retreatod  slowly 
towaiMi  the  boat  ^  but  turned  again,  upon  findiQg  that  thay 
pressed  chxe  after  them*  One  of  them,  then,,  hmghiog,*  and 
talking  at  the  same  tinne  to  Mr.  Flinders,  atteadptei  to  take 
the  hat  off  hb  head  with  a  long  hooked  stick;  wbidh,OD  his^ 
diacovenng,  created  a  kugbu  Behind  hiai  lanother  was 
stretching  out  a  long  arm  to  the  same  object,  bntwas  {|wf$i^ 
of  coenng  near  enough  to  reach  ku 

•  On  our  people,  gettiftg  into  the  I^t^and  sbovjjag;  her  o$ 
wto  deep  water,,  they  did  not  seem  pleased^  but  triied.  to- 
persuade  them  to  land  again*  Fihdingtbit  they ooi^d  noti 
aucctled,cAe  of  tfaeiia  threw  his  piece  of  fij^^wppd  at  ^bwi  h 
but  it  fslliiigisfaolrt^  (be  matter  was  treated  a»  %  jokcrMd 
huighed  at.  Qn.tbi»  imoA^r  tm  iola  the.  w^tarii^  tbis^v 
his  also;  but  it  likewise  f/^U  liktofti  be  then  took. tb^  hooked 
stkk,  and  slipping  off  tbebopk,  which,:  it  ^eemhW^fmif 
lalbed  or  tiedon,  pDpdiwd  a«peMr>  with  which  be  rai»rMp  |i» 
theipidd]^  ina^ter,;ai;i4.thfe^^at,.tbenvb]|hfm^  i-It;pasied, 
over  the  centre  of  the  boat,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  abgve^tW 
gudwale^  but  touched  no  0«e.  .4mr  this  imfwd^ia^  |ii. 
provoked iattacjt,  Mr.  FUnders  snapped  bi^  gmM  ^  '>"PMr 
who  bad  thrown  the  apear ;  hut  the  flint  b^vii^jefeimf  H*M 
wet.H  missed  tot,  lifctrydtiain^  dip  |Wfg^ 
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/'  WMta  tlib  WM  trittmctingj  the  mtjor  pen  ^  the  oativei 
^re  obsertingMr.  Flinders '»niotiDi»  whb  much  unconcerD. 
On  a thifd trial  the  gun  went  «ff.  The  imin  in  thevmter 
Ml  flflly  as  ^NM  every  kMiivai«al  among  them;  hutthofte  on 
the  shore  ran  off  aimoat  iastantaneouslj^  and  scrambled' away 
loimni  the  baiiky  some  opfright,  and  ^ome  tipob  their  hands 
tni  feet.  '  One  of  the  people  in  the  boat  tfaien  filed  among 
diem,  and  they  fell  again  upon  their  faces;  but  very  soon  rose 
iml  fled  behind  the'bank  intothe  wood.  Even  the  man  in 
abe  water  rose  and  made  off^  but  so  slowly,  stooping  very 
mnchy'and  holding  one  band  tpUs  back|  that  it  was  concluded 
tehnd'been  wownded ;  and  he  looked  every  now  and  then 
over  Ms  shoelder,  aa  if  expecting  to  see  theapear  that  he 
suppoied  might  be  stidting  in  his  back.  Aceonding  to  Bong«- 
ree's  acooiiBC,  another  native  had  his  arm  bvokea  by  the 
second  shot. 

As  this  wanton  attack  had  unfortunately  obliged  Ihe  party 
to  fire  i^Kin  these  people,  in  order  te  maintain  that  superiority 
which  they  meant  upon  all  occasions  to  assert,  Mr.  Flinders 
llimiglit  it  mqi^t  be  the  means  of  preventing  much  future 
nlisdiief,  to  give  them  a  more  extensive  idea  of  his  power^ 
and  tbeieby  deter  them  Urom  any  future  attempt  in  bis  inter* 
covme  with  them.  For  as  this  bay  was  to  be  examined,  and 
the  leak  which  the  sloop  had  sprung  was  to  be  stopped  there, 
it  became  more  than  probable  that  they  would  often  meet-; 
and  he  was  well  satisfied  of  the  great  influence  which  the  awe 
of  ai  boperior  power  has  in  savages  to  create  napect,  and 
render  their  comanroications  friendly. 

/.in  ihil  viesv,  with  two  musquet  balls  in  his  gnn,  he  fired  at 
a  matt  who  vras  looking  at  them  from  among  the  trees.  One 
of  these  balls  touched  the  edge  of  the  bank  in  a  right  line  for 
him ;  the  ofher  paased  over.  They  afterwards  landed,  m- 
tending  to  bring  away  the  nets,  which  it  was  supposed  they 
had  in  tteir  fliglit  and  alarm  forgotten.  On  going  upon  the 
bank,  previously  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy,  he 
saw  several  of  tbem  running  diflFerent  ways  among  the  treos, 

2X2 
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«|ipiHPeiitIf  vr)iA  II  4e«%a  of  totting  tmad  «pMliMl|  ttd, 
pot  kn^wMig  Ahtii  force  dr  mimbm»  Mr.  FUadtn  i 
the  «ati?e  ii04  a  oimi  who  had  abolaodad  to  iotvii  to  i 
boat;  biit  BoiifHr^  tbougbt  tJm thajr  vvm  rMaiof  M 
Md  tbeoMdvet.    Hiey  bad  not  left  itMrMts. 

From  the  law  sandy  point  vhena  thi^  aAiir 
whidi  qbudoad  the  oaisa  of  Poiat  Skiimul^  thty  pwatrde* 
up  the  openiagy  which  pronsd  to  be  the  river  kadk^  tallie 
Glatf -Hoiifie  peaks.  These  peaka  alood  upon  lft«  law  iat 
gfouod,  GOQudefably  within  the  mountauas^  aad^  aa  iiur  as 
could  be  judged,  had  every  appeaianee  of  being  voboamc 
That  they  were  so,  indeed,  was  in  some  measura  oombonaed 
by  the  quantity  of  pumioe-stone  which  was  lying  atb^gh* 
water  naik  upon  theeaslernsboreof  dbe  river,  on  wHiaii  lifr. 
Flinders  had  hmdad  to  marie  the  aadireaad  appeananr  of  the 
country,  not  being  able,  from  the  strength  of  the  ebb^tida,  to 
proceed  for  in  his  boat. 

Five  or  six  huts,  fmai  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  us  leqgfh,  veae 
seen  standing  pear  eadi  other.  They  resembled  a  ooaemd 
arch-way,  joounded  at  tl^  fiir  end.  In  one  of  diam  vsa  faaad 
a  amaU  and  very  light  shield,  and  in  another  an  aid  «e^  wbich 
had  a  hag  to  it,  and  was  knotted  and  oiade  in  tfaasaaM  waj 
as  k  would  haye  been  if  made  by  an  European  aeioeNBaksr. 
It  appeared  to  be  intended  for  a  scoop-act  l%en  wen 
marks  of  a  large  kangoocoo  having  passed,  and  asany  tsaces  of 
dogs  were  visible  on  the  beach. 

Mr.  nijndera,  on  his  return  to  the  skiop,  was  infcnqed  Aat 
the  leak  had  been  found  to  hare  been  ocrsHiaawfd  by  tfaaatartkig 
of  a  plank  from  the  timber,  about  three  or  foar  streaks  tnm  the 
keeL  It  liad  been  filled  up  with  oakum,  since  Miieh  she  asade 
but  little  water,  lying  at  anchor. 

From  the  situation  ia  which  tbe  sloop  lay,  the  bay  bad  not 
any  appearance  of  closing  round,  but  seemed  to  promise  a 
large  mcr  at  its  head,  and  a  commuoicaiion  with  Moffetna 
Bay,  if  not  something  more  interesting* 
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JU4me  w.tiu  afkmuxm  tkcjr  g9l  under  weigh  te  ptxiceed 
mp  thm  nm&fy  stuuKng  to  ttit  ami&wanl  iiBtii'diirk»  at  vAicb 
tiflne  ibejr  anafaoDBd,  sbout  dicoe  milBs  fradi  tfa6  wenbnrn 
^diOKy  m  fi)«*  fethomsyiMi  a  soft  intiddy  botton ;  wkueas  the 
^mud  before  kad  abvajw  haeD  landy. 

Attiiy4^  ill  the  aoning  of . Wednesday  tfce  If  |b>  the 
Mo&f  «a«  got  wideF  weight  and  audiored  about  half  p^at  lea 
'O'ekioky  a MilejHld  a  half, from  a  paisA  with  nsddifik.  A 
Ktde  to  the  wstWard  of  Red  Uiff  Poiati  Mr.  V&tOm  fcuad 
tlie  laikude  to  be  29  d^g.  1€  notD.'  05  see.  aoutk.  The  roeiia 
Vem  we»  of  stone^  atrosf^y  im^^fegnaled  iidth  iron^  hwriag 
fKnle  amaU  piaeea  of  granhe  and  cryatal  scattered  about  the 
0hor«.  On  the  foUowing  morning  they  passed  two  blanda^ 
^nd  aAamaids  twosmallery  one  of  whieb  ms  ebvened  with 
ifrood.  i^notHer  ishMid,  apparently  larger  than  eid>er  of  the 
foiar  above  aaMtianedf  appeared -at  ti^e  diatattotf  of  abont  five 
QiSea.  Redsooing  the  i»Mhenimoat  ef  these  four  islands  tQ 
l^the  fiiet  in  iiofl^ber>  they  made  their  eonrse  good  for  the 
^jMrd  island,  after  tacking;  and  tiie  water  deepened  akHosi 
Hnmtdiatrly  to  six  fathoms. 

At  this  time  their  attention  was  much  attmcted  by  a  party 
'Of  ofttums  from  these  islands,  who  appeared  to  he  standing  up 
an  their  canoes,  and  pulling  toward  jhem  with  all  theif  strengdi, 
nnd  in  very  r^iular  order.  They  seemed  to  have  long  poles 
^or  spcftis  ia  their  hands,  with  which  abo  they  q)peared  to  ^ 
]»ddling$  the  whole  of  than  shifting  their  hands  at  the  same 
lastant,  after  the  manner  of  the  Soiiifa-sea  iaiaodem*  Aa 
•mbfMittwnn^flf  them  weie  conated,  and  seemed  to  be  coraiag 
M  wieh  a^uch  resolution,  our  people  prqiared  for  whatever 
might  be  the  event.  The  sloop  was  put  under  easy  sail,  her 
jdeeka  <4eared  of  every  incumbrance,  and  eadi  man  was-pio- 
«ided  with  a  competent  number  of  mnaket-balls,  poatd^ludlsy 
andlkieiD-shot,  which  were  to  be  usied  as  the  distance  might 
reqaive;  for  it  was  intended  that  not  a  man  should  esoape  if 
ihqr  commenced  an  Jittack 
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Thus  prepered,  thej  h4te  toward  then,  finduig  tlaik  With 
all  their  exeitions  they  did  not  appioacb  miirii  aearar  to  the 
vesseL  But,  how  great  was  their  anrprise  on  diaooveringy 
that,  instead  of  advancing  in  canoes  to  attadi  them,  they  were 
standing  upon  a  large  flat,  that  sunomided  the  third  island, 
driving  fish  into  their  nets,  and  tiiat  Aej  had  but  two  canoes 
among  them !  They  were  standing  in  a  line,  splashing  in 
the  water  with  long  sticks,  first  for  some  'time  on  one  side, 
and  then  all  shifting  to  splash  on  the  other.  Tbns  thb  hostile 
array  turned  out  to  be  a  few  peaceful  fisbemlen :  peaceable 
indeed;  ibr  on  the  approach  of  the  vtessel  they  sunk  their 
oanoes  upon  the  flat,  and  retreated  to  the  iriandi  where  diey 
made  their  fires«  *     * 

The  flood-iide  having  ceased  to  run,  they  anchored  at 
noon,  and  by  the  sun*8  meridianal  altitude^  in  2f  de|f^  27  tain*' 
16  lee.  south  latitude.  The  third  island^  on- wMek  the  natives 
were;  bore  W.  4  deg.  6.  ^one  and  a  half  or  two  xiAles  distant, 
and  the  centers  of  the-  tw^  northern  ones  K.  40  deg.  and  N. 
IS  deg.  W.  The  entrance  from  Moretdn  Bay  bearing  N. 
€8  deg.  E.  from  this  anchorage,  corrobomted  its  latitude  by 
■  this  nbiemtion  of  the  14tb,  which  was  taken  on  the  sea  side 
of 'it,  although  it  difiered  considerably  from  that  given  by 
CaptamObok.  , 

On  the  sloop  standing  near  the  south  part  of  the  shoal  that 
appeared  to  surround  the  island  to  which  the  naftives  had  re- 
tired, one  of  them  came  down  abreast  of  the  vessel,  making 
the  same  gestures^  and  running  backwards^and  forwards,  as 
odiiers  had  done  before ;  foot  fittle  attentkMi  was  paid  to  htm^ 
Mr.  Flinders  b^ing  more  intent  on  getting  as'ftr  up  the  bay 
as  liossible  while  the  tide  favoured  him. 

Early  the  next  mbnring  (Sunday  the  2l8t),  Mr.  flinders 
welit  ih  his  boat  to  examine  Pumice  Stone  river,  and  the 
entiimce  mto  it  On  approaching  Point  Skirmish,  five  or  six 
natives  eame  down  to  the  boat  unarmed,  and^  by  friebdiy 
gestures  and  offers  of  their  girdles  and  smali  nets,  endeavour* 
ed  to  persuade  him  to  hmd.    He  could  not  satisfy  himself 
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whether  they  bad  aoy  freacheroiis  design  io  tbts,  or  whether 
their  pi^ese&ting  themselves  unarmed  pioceeded  from  any 
eonfidence  which  fhey  might  bave..fdt^  that  neither  himself 
lunr  his  people  would  hurt  them  if  they  were  not  the  aggresson. 
la  this  point  of  view  the  offer  of  their  girdles  and  nets  might 
have  been  meant  as  an  atonemei^t  for  their  former  conduct } 
be  did  not,  however,  choose  to  trust  tbem>  but  proceeded  to 
examine  the  river. 

.  When  they  bad  nearly  reached  the  end  of  their  excursion, 
two  natives  came  down  to  the  beach,  and  seemed  desirous  for 
them  totaled.  There  being  a  dry  sand  at  a  sufficient  distance 
to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  spears,  they  put  ashore  upon  it. .  On 
Mr.  Flinders  taking  up  his  gun  to  fire  at  two  red-bills,  the 
natives  ^-an  into  the  woods ;  but  on  Bong-ree's  advancing  that 
way  they  returnei]^  and  he  made  a  friendly  exchange  for  their 
bair  fillet^  and  belts,^  giving  them  a  white  woollen  cap  in  re- 
turn, and  came  to  tlie  boat  for  a  piece  of  white  cloth  and 
some  biscuit  for  them.  During  this  time  Mr.  Flinders  was 
on  shore  upon  the  sand  bank  with  a  gun,  to  cover  him  in  casp 
their  behayiour  should  be  unfriendly.  On  his  advancing  t«[ 
ward  them,  they  were  very  vociferous  for  him  to  remain  at^-^ 
distance,  and  would  on  no  account  admit  of  his  approaching; 
without  laying  down  his  gun.  Thb  place  was  about  six 
miles  from  Point  Skirmish ;  but  it^was  evident  that  the  fame 
and  dread  of  their  fire-arms  had  reached  thus  £Eur,  and  were 
most  probably  increased  by  the  shooting  of  the  swansj  which 
they  must  have  witnessed. 

In  their  return  down  the  river,  they  were  called  to  by  a 
0ian  on  the  west  side,  who  had  a  spear  in  his  hand  y  but  two 
women  and  several  children  being  behind  aigued  rather 
against  any  premeditated  .hostility. .  The  women  and  children 
retired  on  their  approaching  the  shore ;  but  they  vfere  oh* 
served  to  be  peeping  at  them  from  behind  the  bushes.  This 
man  made  great  exclamations  for  the  musket  to  be  laid  dowi^ 
calling  out  '<  woo-rab,  woo-rah,"  as  .Qtben^  had  done;,  and 
seemed  pleased  when  it  was  complied  with^  hut  he  ooold 
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hoft  hare  h€atA  niany  tHOticular^  of  thdf  weftpt>tts;  Ibf,  oil 
iMrihtfng;  a  frrtisquef  toward  hitio  to  try  tht  txpetim&mt^  he  did 
tiot  appeaf  to  be  seD^srMe  oFthe  dangt?r  to  tiii^Melf  ii^  that  case. 
As  he  did  not  choose  to  quit  hi^  dpeiif,  and  the  aun  #a9  de« 
ac^fiding,  they  did  nut  hkiM),  but  backed  in  n«af  ei^M^  to 
throw  hiito  a  yarn  stockitig,  Whiek  they  shewed  him  wa:s  t6  be 
worn  as  a  ettp  wttha  taH  to  if,  iMd  then  parted  good  friends. 

Monday  the  22d  was  passed  in  getting  the  sloop  imo  the 
river,  whieh  wrtb  s6me  diftcnhy  Was  ac^omplillied,  having 
«o  find  out  a  ehdtinel  through  an  infinity  of  shoals.  Havm^ 
completely  stopped  the  leak  in  his  vessel  and  rc'^stowted  her, 
he  lost  no  time  in  prosecuting  hb  intended  excin^Mi  to  the 
Glass-House  Peaks.  Pk^vious  to  their  depaiture,  thtw  lia^ 
tSves  made  their  appearance  upon  the  beadk,  ib  short. distance 
below  the  vessel,  and  unarmed  as  before.  Bong-ree  went  up 
fo  them  in  his  usual  tmdaunted  miMner ;  but  tbct  #oiild  tot 
sufler  Mr.  Plinders  or  any  of  his  party  to  appiMcb  tiK^m^ 
wMiout  first  laying  down  thehr  muskets;  Presents  were  made 
fhem  of  yam  c^ps,  pork,  and  biscuit,  all  of  which  they  eageily 
fcx>k,  atid  made  sigtis  for  Bong-ree  to  go  with  them,  and  they 
#ould  give  him  girdles  and  fillets,  to  bind  round  his  bead  and 
file  upper  paits  of  his  afnis.  So  long  as  their  vimtors  con-* 
sisted'only  of  two,  the  natives  were  lively,  dtodog  and  sing*- 
itig  in  conceit  hi  a  viery  pleasing  mantler ;  but  the  liuttiber  of 
whitfe  men  havittg  imperceptibly  ihcrtSsed  to  eight,  t^«y  b(^- 
6kme  alarmed  <Uld  suspicbtis,  seeming  to  look  #ith  a  jealoits 
eye  upon  a  shot-belt  that  Mr.  FHnd^r^  wore,  tod  Which, 
^ough  they' did  not  rightly  ktiow  how,  Wight  siMe  way  or 
Other  be  a  deadly  weapon. 

Obsefvteg  this,  he  gtive  it  to  one  Of  the  people  to  tdc^  ali^iy. 
fhtet  Of  the*  salTOft,  who  Wet^e  Scotchmen,  weite  d<!8fred  fe 
dance  a  teA  j  biit,  for  want  of  music,  thay  made  r  vcijr  h* J 
j^Mbrnfftht^,  wh^c^h  was  0()titt-mplated  by  the  native^  wtthowf 
m\lc1i'itfl<\lse!h^t  or  cnriosify.  fltfditlg  thdt  th^y  <kidia  ndt 
lie  penn^fiei  to  ti^lt  the  sloops  OUr  p^oiple  pttfted  fitto  tteth 
ih  &  Vfeiy  frieftdfjr  tfittniker * 
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bn  the  25th  they  turned  two  or  three  miles  further  up  the 
river^  and  anchored  near  the  placeon  the  western  shore,  where 
the  man  who  had  a  family  with  him  had  called  to  them:  at 
this  time  they  saw  a  fire,  and  heard  several  younger  female 
voices  in  the  same  place. 

On  the  following  morning  Mr.  Flind^n  took  the  boat  up 
a  branch  that  pointed  towards  the  Peaks,  and  got  a  sight  of 
the  flat-topped  peak  at  times,  which,  appearing  to  be  con- 
siderably nearer  than  the  highest  Glass^House,  was  that 
which  he  meant  first  to  visit ;  but,  observing  that  one  of  the 
round  mounts  with  sloping  sides  was  still  nearer,  he  altered 
hk  course  for  it ;  and,  after  walking  about  nine  miles  from 
the  boat,  reached  the  top.  The  mount  was  a  pile  of  stones 
of  ail  sizes,  mostly  loose  near  the  surface.  The  decayed 
vegetable  matter  that  was  lodged  in  the  cavities  produced  a 
thick  covering  of  long,  but  rather  spindly  grass,  very  fit  for 
thatch  from  its  length.  The  ascent  was  difficult,  and  similar 
to  that  vp  Mount  Direction,  which  stands  on  the  east  bank  * 
of  the  Derwent  river  in  Van  Dieman's  Land.  The  trees  upon 
the  mount  were  the  same  as  on  the  level  ground^  but  taller 
and  more  straight. 

From  the  summit  of  this  mount,  the  view  of  the  Bay  and 
neighbouring  country  was  very  extensive.  The  uppermost 
part  of  the  bay  appeared  at  S.  24  deg.  E.  and  most  probably 
communicated  with  a  line  of  water  which  was  visible  at  S. 
1 2  deg.  E.  where  there  were  several  distinct  columns  of  smoke. 
This  last  bearing,  which  Mr.  Flinders  apprehended  to  be  near 
the  head  of  the  river,  he  was  not  permitted  to  enter  with  the 
sloop,  from  the  intricacy  of  the  channel,  and  the  shortness  of 
the  time  which  remained  for  his  excursion. 

At  seven  the  next  morning  they  found  themselves  under 
the  steep  cliffs  of  the  flat-topped  peak.  The  stone  of  which 
this  was  composed  was  of  a  whitish  cast,  close-grained  and 
hard,  but  not  heavy.  It  was  not  stratified,  but  there  were 
n)atiy  fissures  in  it.    At  a  little  distance  from  the  peak  ther^ 

2  Y 
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were  some  pieces  of  a  reddish-coloured  stooe  and  some  small 
pieces  of  granite  scattered  about 

Mr.  Flinders  was  somewhat  surprised  at  not  meetii^  with 
any  volcanic  appearances,  as  the  pumice  stone  in  the  riTer* 
and  the  situation  of  those  stupendous  peaks,  standing  upon 
low  flat  ground,  had  led  him  to  form  some  anxious  expecta^- 
tions  on  that  head.  But  it  must  be  observed,  tha^  although 
he  could  not  dbtinguish  any  traces  of  scoria,  lava,  hasattes,  or 
other  igneous  remains,  yet  they  might  still  exbt,  more  especi- 
ally about  the  high  Glass-House,  which  he  did  not  visit 

As  the  steepness  of  its  sides  forbade  all  idea  of  reaching  the 
summit  of  the  flat-topped  peak,  he  directed  his  course  to  the 
river.  The  traces  of  men  or  animals  were  but  very  few,  and 
had  been  but  rarely  met  with  in  the  upper  parts  of  this  ex- 
cursion; and  no  where  did  he  meet  with  any  Und  ^t  was 
calculated  for  the  production  of  wheat. 

Having  reached  the  sloop  in  the  evening,  the  following 
morning  they  got  under  weigh.  There  were  many  natives  oa 
the  shore  abreast  of  them,  who  seemed  particularly  anxious 
to  be  visited,  dancing  and  singing  to  attract  attenti<Hi,  and 
express  their  own  good-will ;  and,  when  they  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  oUr  people  to  land,  diey  followed  the  sloop  along 
the  banks,  their  hopes  seeming  to  revive  by  the  trips  whi<^ 
in  taddng  they  occasionally  made  towards  the  shore. 

Not  being  able  to  get  out  of  the  river  in  one  tide,  they 
anchored  about  a  mile  short  of  the  entrance,  to  cut  some  fire- 
wood. There  was  a  house  and  several  natives  near  the  place^ 
with  whom  Bong-ree  was  in  conversation  when  the  tree  foil ; 
the  crash  and  report  of  which  startled  them  a  good  deal,  and 
might  probably  assist  in  giving  them  a  higher  idea  of  the 
power  of  th^  visitors.  These  people  were  still  veiy  averse 
from  the  appearance  or  approach  of  a  musquet,  kee{ttng  a 
watchful  eye  upon  their  slightest  movement. 

The  gallant  and  unsuspecting  native,  Bong-ree,  made^m 
a  present  of  one  of  his  spears,  and  a  throwing-stick,  of  which 
he  shewed  them  the  use,  for  they  aiq>eared  to  be  wholly  igiio-. 
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nmt  of  the  latter ;  and  their  weapons  of  the  former  kind  were 
inferior  to  his. 

Very  bad  weather  detained  Mr.  Flinders  here  for  two  days, 
during  which  they  were  occasionally  visited  by  the  natives, 
who  came  down  upon  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  entertained 
them  with  singing  and  dancing.  Not  a  spear  was  at  any  time 
to  be  seen  among  them. 

A  party  who  went  to  the  eastern  shore  to  procure  fire- wood, 
and  to  comply  with  the  desire  which  the  natives  had  so  often 
expressed  of  seeing  them  land  among  them,  found  them  still 
timorous ;  but,  on  being  encouraged  and  requested  by  signs 
to  sing,  they  began  a  song  in  concert,  which  actually  was 
musical  and  pleasing,  and  not  merely  in  the  diatonic  scale, 
descending  by  thirds,  as  at  Port  Jackson :  the  descent  of  this 
was  waving,  in  rather  a  melancholy  soothing  strain.  Tlie 
song  of  Bong«-ree,  which  he  gave  them  at  the  conclusion  of 
theirs,  sounded  barbarous  and  grating  to  the  ear ;  but  Bpng- 
ree  was  an  indifferent  songster,  even  among  bis  own  country- 
men. These  people,  like  the  natives  of  Port  Jackson,  having 
fallen  to  the  low  pitch  of  their  voices,  recommenced  their 
song  at  the  octave,  which  was  accompanied  by  slow  and  not 
ungraceful  motions  of  the  body  and  limbs,  their  hands  being 
held  up  in  a  supplicating  posture;  and  the  tone  and  manner 
of  their  song  and  gestures  seemed  to  ^ak  the  good-will  and 
forbearance  of  their  auditors.  Observing  that  they  were  at- 
tentively listened  to,  they  each  selected  one  of  our  people,  and 
placed  his  mouth  close  to  his  0ar,  as  if  to  produce  a  greater 
efiect,  or,  it  might  be,  to  teach  them  the  song,  which  their 
silent  attention  might  seem  to  express  a  desire  to  learn.  As 
a  recompence  for  the  amusement  they  had  afforded,  Mr. 
Flinders  gave  them  some  worsted  caps,  and  a  pair  of  blanket 
trowsers,  with  which  they  seemed  well  pleased.  Several 
other  natives  now  made  their  appearance ;  and  it  was  some 
time  before  they  could  overcome  their  dread  of  approaching 
the  strangers  with  their  fire-arms ;  but,  encouraged  by  the 
three  who  were  with  them,  they  came  up,  and  a  general  song 
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and  dance  was  commenced.    Their  singing  was  not  confined 
to  one  air;  they  gave  three. 

Of  those  who  last  came,  three  were  remarkable  for  the 
largeness  of  their  heads ;  and  one,  whose  face  was  very  rough, 
had  much  more  the  appearance  of  a  baboon  than  of  a  bumao 
being.  He  was  covered  with  oily  soot;  his  hair  matted  with 
filth ;  his  visage,  even  among  his  fellows,  uncommonly  fero- 
cious ;  and  his  very  large  mouth,  beset  with  teeth  of  every 
hue  between  black,  white,  green,  and  yellow,  sometimes  pre- 
sented a  smile  which. might  make  any  one  shudder. 

When  these  people  joined  the  party,  the  strangers  were 
shown,  and  their  names  severally  told  to  them,  until  they  bad 
gotten  the  pronunciation.  This  ceremony  was  reciprocal, 
and  accorded  with  what  Captain  Cook  had  said  before  oi  an 
inhabitant  of  Endeavour  River.  <^  He  introduced  the  strang- 
ers by  name,  a  ceremony  which  upon  such  occasions  was 
never  omitted."  The  difference  of  latitude  between  these 
two  places  is  1 1  deg.  39  min.  or  seven  hundred  miles. 

With  regard  to  the  comparative  size  of  these  people,  they 
were  evidently  somewhat  lower  than  the  common  standard  of 
Englishmen,  and  perhaps  smaller  in  every  respect,  except  in 
the  disproportionate  size  of  the  head ;  and  indeed  this  was 
not  general.  In  the  features  of  the  face,  particularly  in  the 
elongation  of  tlie  lower  ones,  in  the  small  calf  to  the  leg,  and 
the  curve  of  the  thigh,  they  bore  a  general  resemblance  to 
the  natives  of  Port  Jackson. 

A  hawk  presenting  himself,  Mr.  Flinders  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  of  shewing  his  new  friends  a  specimen  of  the 
effect  and  certainty  of  his  fire-aqns.  He  made  tliem  com- 
prehend what  was  intended,  when  their  agitation  was  so  great 
that  they  seemed  on  the  point  of  running  into  the  woods  .- 
however,  an  expedient  to  detain  them  was  devised ;  the  sea- 
men placed  them  in  a  cluster  behind  themselves,  and  in  this 
situation  they  anxiously  saw  Mr.  Flinders  fire  at  the  bird. 
What  must  have  been  his  sensations  at  this  moment !  the 
hawk  flew  away.    This  disappointment  brought  to  his  recol- 
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lection  how  inefiectual  had  been  some  former  attempts  of  his 
to  impress  them  with  ao  idea  of  the  superior  refinement  of 
his  followers.  Bong-ree,  his  musician,  had  annoyed  his 
auditors  with  his  barbarous  sounds ;  and  the  clumsy  exhibi- 
tion of  bis  Scoth  dancers  had  been  viewed  by  them  without 
wonder  or  gratification. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  these  people  go  naked. 
They,  however,  wore  belts  round  the  waist,  and  fillets  about 
the  head  and  upper  parts  of  the  arms.  These  were  formed 
of  hair,  twbted  into  yarn-like  threads,  and  then  into  bandages, 
mostly  reticulated.  Indeed,  the  inhabitants  of  this  bay  ap- 
peared to  possess,  in  general,  a  very  pointed  diflerence  from, 
if  not  a  superiority  over,  those  of  New  South  Wales,  particu- 
larly in  their  net-works.  There  was  no  doubt  but  they  were 
provided  with  nets  for  catching  very  large  fish,  or  animals ; 
as  the  fragments  of  one  were  picked  up,  the  meshes  of  which 
were  wide  enough  to  admit  the  escape  of  a  moderate-sized 
porpoise ;  and  the  line  of  which  it  was  made  was  from  three 
quarters  to  an  inch  in  circumference. 

Mr.  Flinders  was  of  opinion,  that  this  mode  of  procuring 
their  food  would  cause  a  characteristic  diflerence  between  the 
manners,  and  perhaps  the  dispositions  of  these  people,  and  of 
those  who  mostly  depend  upon  the  spear  or  fizgig  for  a  supply. 
In  the  one  case,  there  must  necessarily  be  the  co-operation  of 
two  or  more  individuals,  who  therefore,  from  mutual  neces- 
sity, would  associate  together.  It  b  fair  to  suppose,  that  this 
association  would,  in  the  course  of  a  few  generations,  if  not 
much  sooner,  produce  a  favourable  change  in  the  manners 
and  dispositions  even  of  a  savage.  In  the  other  case,  the 
native  who  depends  upon  his  fizgig  or  his  spear  for  his  sup- 
port,  depends  upon  his  single  arm,  and,  requiring  not  the  aid 
of  society,  b  indifferent  about  it,  but  prowls  along,  a  gloomy, 
unsettled,  and  unsocbl  being.  An  inhabitant  of  Port  Jackson 
is  seldom  seen,  even  in  the  populous  town  of  Sydney,  without 
his  spear,  hb  throwing-stick,  or  his  club.  His  spear  b  hb 
defence  against  enemies.    It  b.  the  weapon  which  he  uses  to 
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punish  aggressioD  and  revenge  insult.  It  is  even  the  instra* 
ttient  mih  which  be  corrects  his  wife  in  the  last  extreme ;  for 
in  their  pasMon»  or  perhaps  oftener  in  a  fit  of  jealousy,  they 
acruple  not  to  mflict  death.  It  is  the  play-thing  of  children, 
and  in  the  hands  of  persons  of  all  ages.  It  is  easy  to  perceive 
what  effect  this  must  have  upon  their  minds.  They  become 
familiarised  to  wounds,  blood,  and  death;  and,  repeatedly  in- 
volved in  skirmishes  and  dangers,  the  native  fears  not  death  in 
his  own  person,  and  is  consequently  careless  of  inflicting  it 
on  others. 

The  net  also  appearing  to  be  a  more  certain  source  of  food 
than  the  spear,  change  of  place  will  be  less  necessaiy*  The 
incumbrance  too  of  carrying  large  nets  from  one  place  to 
another  will  require  a  more  permanent  residence;  and  hence 
it  would  naturally  follow,  that  their  houses  would  be  of  a 
better  construction.  Those  which  had  been  met  with  in 
Shoal  Bay  and  Glass^House  Bay  were  certainly  far  superior 
to  any  that  had  been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Jack- 
son ;  and  this  superiority  Mr.  Flinders  attributed  to  the  dif- 
ferent mode  of  procuring  fish  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
inhabitants.  During  the  time  the  sloop  remained  in  Glass- 
House  Bay  they  scarcely  saw  any  of  the  women. 

Of  their  canoes  but  little  could  be  reported,  the  only  one 
that  Mr.  Flinders  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  was  formed 
of  the  stringy  bark,  and  was  much  larger  than  any  used  at 
Port  Jackson.  The  ends  of  it  were  tied  up  in  the  same  man- 
ner ;  but  it  was  mis-shapen  and  clumsy.  Not  any  of  the 
natives  ever  attempted  to  approach  the  sloop  in  canoes^ 
although  at  times  eight  or  ten  were  seen  standing  together, 
who  appeared  very  desirous  of  having  a  communication  with  it. 

On  Wednesday  the  31st,  they  got  under  weigh  witlithe 
weather  tide,  and  beat  out  of  the  river.  Having  passed 
fifteen  days  in  Glass-House  Bay,  Mr.  Flinders  was  enabled 
to  fbrm  his  judgment  of  it.  It  was  so  full  of  shoals,  that  he 
could  not  attempt  to  point  out  any  passage  that  would  lead  a 
ship  into  it  without  danger.    The  east  side  of  the  Bay  htA 
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not  been  sounded ;  if  any  existed,  it  would  probably  be  found 
on  that  side. 

Mr.  Flindcrs's  next  place  of  destination  was  Hervey's  Bay, 

which  he  reached  in  two  days,  and  where  be  remained  till  the 

7th  J  during  which  time  he  had  sailed  round  the  interior  of 

^  it,  but  without  being  able  to  enter  any  opening  that  might 

have  led  him  to  a  river. 

Having  cleared  the  point  of  Break-sea  Spit,  on  Thuraday 
the  1 8th  he  proceeded  on  his  return  to  Port  Jackson.  Passing 
the  land  between  Smoky  Cape  and  the  Solitary  Isles  in  the 
day,  which  had  before  been  passed  in  the  night,  he  observed 
that  it  seemed  to  be  higher  than  most  parts  of  its  coast  in  the 
neighbourhood,  Mount  Warning  excepted;  and  even  there 
h  was  not  so  high  near  the  shore.  The  view  that  Mr.  Flin- 
ders  had  of  the  land  at  sun-set,  when  Smoky  Cape  bore  S* 
25  deg.  W,  distant  five  or  six  leagues,  induced  him  to  think 
it  probable  that  there  might  be  an  opening  to  the  northward 
of  it.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  there  being  but  little 
wind,  and  the  weather  fine,  they  were  attended  by  seveiql 
very  large  spermaceti  whales*  These  were  not  more  than 
twice  the  sloop's  length  from  her,  coming  upon  either  sidq^ 
at  times  very  near  her,  and  remained  playing,  or  perhaps 
feeding  in  this  way,  for  more  than  two  hours. 

Their  appearance  was  followed  in  the  evening  by  a  gale 
from  the  S.  W.  which  reduced  them  to  their  storm  saiis,  and 
compelled  them  to  keep  off  and  on  during  the  night.  The 
wind,  however,  moderating  the  next  day,  Mr.  Flinders  co&. 
eluded  his  labours  at  dusk  in  the  evening  of  the  20th;  at 
which  time  he  secured  his  little  vessel  alo^g-side  his  Majesty^ 
fthip  the  Reliance  in  Port  Jackson. 

We  must  here  take  leave  of  Captain  Flinders,  whose  skill 
in  exploring  unknown  coasts  and  harbours,  so  amply  mani- 
fested in  this  excursion,  creates  an  additional  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  future  undertakings. 
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CHAP.  xxxn. 

Proceedings  in  the  Colony — The  Governor  makes  an  Excursion  across 
theNepean — Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson  arrives  from  England — 
Storm---Spanish  Prize  arrives — ^A  Criminal  Court  held — ^Parramatta 
Gaol  burnt — More  Convicts  arrive  from  Ireland — Natives  murdered 
— Remarks  on  some  Irish  Convicts — ^Eagle  8hot-*Lieutenant-Gofer- 
nor  King  arrives  from  England — Project  relative  to  Indian  Convicts — 
Five  men  executed — ^Death  of  Wilson — ^Volunteer  Corps  formed— 
The  Governor  quits  the  Settlement. 

The  convicts  brought  out  by  the  Hillsborough  being  most* 
ly  recovered  from  the  disease  and  weakness  with  which  they 
•landed,  some  additional  strength  was  gained  to  the  public 
gangs ;  and  the  different  works  in  hand  went  on  with  more 
spirit  than  they  had  done  for  some  time  past.  In  addition  to 
the  battery  which,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Kent, 
had  been  constructed  by  the  seamen  of  the  Supply  on  the  east 
point  of  the  cove,  the  work  on  Point  Maskelyne  had  been 
raised  and  completed  with  embrasures.  Some  guns  were 
placed  in  a  commanding  situation  above  the'  wind-mill  on 
the  west  side ;  and  a  work  had  been  erected  upon  Gardea 
Island ;  so  that,  in  point  of  defence,  the  settlement  wore  a  re- 
spectable appearance.  The  weather  had  for  some  time  been 
moderate  and  temperate. 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  Governor  set  off  on  a  visit 
to  the  wild  cattle.  Leaving  Parramatta  on  the  24th,  he 
crossed  the  Nepean  the  following  day,  but  much  further  to 
the  northward  than  he  had  done  before.  In  this  direction  be 
and  his  party  traversed  a  new  tract  of  country,  which  was  not 
only  beautiful  to  the  eye  but  highly  calculated  for  cultivatioa 
and  pasturage. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Cow-pasture  Plains,  they  fell  in 
with  a  herd  of  the  cattle,  about  twenty  in  number,  and  so  ex- 
tremely fierce,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  dogs  which  were 
with  them,  they  would  probably  have  been  attacked.    Some 
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natives,  who  had  accompanied  the  Governor,  wereao  alanned, 
that  they  availed  themselves  of  their  expertness  in  climbing 
trees,  and  left  their  friends  <o  provide  for  their  own  safety  how 
they  could.  These  dogs  having  been  hunted  at  the  cattle, 
much  against  the  Governor's  wish,  by  some  of  the  party  (who 
did  it,  as  not  thinking  their  situation  perfiectly  safe),  the 
ainimals  were  dismayed  at  the  unusual  appearance,  and  went 
off;  but  a  bail  calf,  about  six  weeks  old,  was  detained  by  the 
dogs.  Him  the  Governor  directed  to  be  let  instantly  loose ; 
but  hei«  a  strange  circumstance  occurred.  There  were  three 
horses  with  the  party,  and  the  calf  would  not  quit  them ;  but 
running  between  their  legs,  cried  out  for  the  flock,  which, 
from  his  bellowing,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  would  re- 
turn, to  the  great  danger  of  the  party.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
was  therefore  obliged  to  stop  his  cries  by  shooting  him  through 
the  bead ;  and  the  whole  regaled  upon  veal,  a  rare  dish  in  that 
oonntry. 

On  quitting  the  Cow-pasture  Plains,  the  party  crossed  the 
fiver  agwn,  higher  up  than  they  had  formerly  done;  and 
were  led  for  about  four  miles  over  a  mountainous  country, 
but  adapted  either  for  tillage  or  pasture.  They  then  crossed 
a  fine  tract  of  level  land,  rich  in  the  most  luxuriant  grass,  and 
uncommonly  well  watered,  chains  of  ponds  being  found  every 
two  or  three  miles. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Reliance 
sailed  with  the  relief  of  the  military  on  duty  at  Norfolk 
Island ;  and  on  the  folbwing  day  the  ship  Walker  arrived 
from  England.  On  board  her  came  Lieutenant-Cblonel 
Paterson,  and  Captain  Abbot  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 

Dispatches  were  at  this  time  received ;  whereby  the  Gover* 
nor  being  directed  to  cause  a  register  to  be  kept  of  M  ships 
entering  inwards  and  clearing  outwards  of  the  harbour,  he 
appointed  Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  to  that  service ;  and  it  became 
an  article  in  the  port  orders  which  were  delivered  to  the 
masters  of  ships  upon  their  arrival,  that  they  were  not  upon 
any  account  to  break  bulk,  or  attempt  to  land  any  article 
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whatever,  until  an  account  of  the  ship,  her  commander,  and 
cars^>  had  been  laid  before  the  Governor.  It  was  at  the 
same  time  signified,  that  no  boat,  or  any  person  whomsoever, 
except  the  pilot,  such  oflBcer  as  might  be  sent  by  the  Gover- 
nor, and  the  person  appointed  tP  fiU  up  the  repster,  should 
ever  board  strange  ships  entering  the  port,  until  the  above 
information  had  been  regularly  and  fully  obtained.  It  was 
conjectured,  that  this  measure  of  registering  ships  was  pre- 
paratory to  the  establishment  of  duties  and  a  custom-bouse. 

By  the  Wallcer  four  iron  twelve-pounders  were  received, 
and  information  that  eopper  coin  to  the  amount  of  5501.  was 
in  the  Porpoise,  whose  arrival  might  be  daily  looked  for. 
This  would  certainly  have  been  a  most  comfortable  accom- 
modation to  the  people  in  their  various  dealings  with  each 
other ;  as  it  might  have  been  marked,  to  prevent  its  beinjg 
taken  out  of  the  colony.  If  it  should  ever  be  found  convement 
hy  Government  to  order  a  silver  coinage  for  the  use  of  the 
settlement,  if  it  was  fixed  at  not  more  than  half  or  two  thifds 
of  the  intrinsic  value  of  what  it  might  pass  for,  so  as  to  render 
the  loss  considerable  to  any  one  attempting  to  carry  it  away, 
it  would  be  felt  as  a  considerable  advantage,  and  would 
effectually  prevent  the  forgeries  to  which  a  paper  currency 
is  liable. 

The  wheat  crops  in  this  month,  nearly  ready  for  the  reaper, 
wore  the  most  promising  appearance ;  the  stalks  everywhere, 
particularly  at  the  Hawkesbury,  bending  beneath  the  weight 
of  the  richest  ears  of  corn  ever  beheld  in  any  country.  But, 
like  other  coiintries,  a  crop  was  never  to  be  reckoned  in  this, 
until  it  was  gathered  into  the  barn.  About  the  middle  of  the 
month  there  fell  a  very  heavy  storm  of  rain  and  hail  from  the 
S.  £.  that  beat  all  the  fruit  off  the  trees,  and  destroyed  the 
gardens  in  and  about  Sydney,  doing  much  damage  to  the 
wheat,  particularly  at  the  Hawkesbury,  where  it  likewise  beat 
down  one  end  of  the  public  store.  This  destructive  weather, 
having  subsided  for  a  day,  recommenced  and  continued  to 
rage,  attended  with  tremendous  peals  of  thunder  and  flashes 
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of  ligbtoingy  for  the  space  of  five  days  without  intermissioo, 
when  it  again  cleared  up;  and  to  increase  the  vexation^ 
myriads  of  caterpillars  were  found  destroying  the  young  maize. 

That  it  might  be  exactly  known  what  was  the  produce  of 
this  year's  harvest^  proper  people  were  appointed,  by  order  of 
the  Governor,  to  visit  each  district;  and,  from  the  respective 
owners,  to  collect  an  account  of  what  each  farm  had  produced. 

The  settlers  being  dissatbfied  with  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  grain  which  had  been  ordered,  presented  petitions  to  the 
Governor,  in  which  they  stated  the  various  hardships  that  for 
a  considerable  time  past  they  had  laboured  under,  in  the  hope 
that  he  might  be  induced  to  receive  the  crops  of  the  present 
season  at  the  usual  price.  Having  taken  their  petitions  into 
consideration,  he  desired  them  to  recollect,  that  four  years 
since  he  had  given  them  notice,  that  the  high  price  of  grain 
could  not  be  continued  longer  than  that  season;  -and  though 
he  had  not  any  doubt  of  their  having  sustained  the  losses 
which  they  represented,  they  must  be  sensible  that  he 
had  used  every  means  in  his  power  to  remove  and  relieve 
their  misfortunes;  yet  his  duty  to  Government  compelled 
him  to  adhere  to  the  reduction  of  which  they  complained. 
At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  avoid  observing,  that  some  of 
these  misfortunes  had,  in  many  instances,  proceeded  from  a 
want  of  that  attention  to  their  own  interest,  which  every  man 
possessing  common  discretion  would  have  shewn ;  many  of 
them  having  parted  with  their  last  bushel  for  the  gratification 
of  the  moment,  thereby  reducing  their  families  to  distress. 

He  likewise  informed  them,  that  Govemqient  had  a  serious 
intention,  as  early  as  the  public  concerns  of  the  nation  would 
admit,  of  administering  every  possible  relief,  by  supplying  the 
ittkahitants,  at  a  moderate  price,  with  such  necessaries  and 
comforts  as  they  might  require. 

In  the  course  of  December  .a  Spanish  ship  anchored  in  the 
cove.  She  was  a  prize  to  three  whalers,  who  had  taken  h^ 
near  Cape  Corientes,  on  the  coast  of  Peru.  Her  cargo  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  bad  spirits  and  wine ;  which,  on  her  being 
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condemned  as  a  lawful  prize,  were  removed  to  the  Sopplj, 
and  an  order  was  giv^n  out,  strictly  forbidding  the  landing  of 
any  spirits,  wine,  or  even  malt  liquor,  until  a  regular  permit 
bad  been  first  obtained. 

At  length  the  commissary  was  enabled  to  issue  some  slop 
clothing  to  the  convicts,  a  quantity  having  been  received  by 
the  Walker ;  but,  unfortunately,  much  of  what  had  been  put 
on  board  arrived  in  a  very  damaged  state. 

The  court  of  criminal  judicature  was  assembled  on  the 
16th,  when  a  convict  was  found  guilty  of  forgery,  and  received 
sentence  of  death ;  but  as  this  had  been  determined  by  the 
majority  of  one  voice  only,  whereas  the  letters  patent  for 
establishing  the  court  expressly  say,  that  five  of  the  members 
are  to  concur  in  a  capital  case,  this  business  was,  as  provided 
by  the  patent,'  to  be  referred  to  the  King  in  council.  It  was 
hoped  that  this  circumstance  would  but  seldom  occur ;  as 
the  object  of  it  must,  during  the  reference^  remain  a  priaoner, 
with  all  the  miserable  sensations  that  a  penon  would  experi- 
ence under  sentence  of  death.  The  time  that  he  must  linger 
in  this  unfortunate  situation  could  not  be  well  leas  than 
fifteen  or  eighteen  months ;  and  admitting  that  the  length  of 
it  might  deaden  the  acuteness  of  his  first  sensations,  and 
diminish  his  fears  as  to  the  evtaty  yet  how  would  the  hofror 
of  his  situation  be  aggravated,  should,  unhappily  for  hhn,  the 
sentence  be  at  last  confirmed  by  the  royal  approbation  \ 

At  this  time  a  second  gaol  was  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was 
the  log'gttol  at  I^rramatta.  The  prisoners  confined  in  it  were 
with  difliculty  snatched  from  the  flames :  but  so  miserably 
scorched,  that  one  of  them  expired  after  having  lingered  a 
few  days.  No  doubt  remaining  of  this  being  the  woA  of 
villainy,  a  large  reward  was  offered  for  the  detection  of  the 
unfeeling  and  depraved  perpetrator  of  so  truly  diabolical  an 
act,  and  which  had  been  a  second  time  committed  in  the  same 
settlement:  a  chrumstance  that  even  staggers  credulity. 
Wliat  interest,  what  motive  could  impel  them  to  so  wicked, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  useless  a  proceeding  ?    Tlie  destruc- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  865 

tioo  of  the  bttiMtng)  they  must  conclude,  would  be  in$tantly 
followed  by  the  erection  of  another^  at  w^ich  they  theisselves 
Bost  labour !  Could  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  Gorernment  ?  thatGoT^mment,  which 
had  ever  been  mild  and  not  coercive ;  which  had  ever  stood 
forward  to  alleviate  their  miseries,  and  often  extended  the  arm 
of  mercy,  when  their  crimes  called  aloud  for  that  of  punish- 
ment ;  and  yet  on  no  other  principle  can  it  be  accounted  for. 
May  the  annalist  whose  business  it  may  be  to  record  in  future 
the  transactions  of  this  "Colony  find  a  pleasanter  field  to  travel 
in,  where  his  steps  will  not  be  every  moment  beset  with 
murderers,  robbers,  and  incendiaries  ! 

The  year  1^00  commenced  with  the  arrival  of  the  Swallow, 
East-Indian  Packet,  on  her  voyage  to  China.  She-brought 
information  of  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  in  theTexel, 
Mid  tlie  surrender  of  the  forts  upon  the  Helden  This  intelli- 
jpsnoe  was  amMunced  to  the  settlement  in  a  public  order,  and 
by  a  discharge  of  the  cannon  on  the  batteries. 

In  addition  to  this  welcome  news,  she  had  on  board  a  great 
variety  frf  articles  for  sale,  which  were  intended  for  the  China 
narhet ;  but  the  master  found  it  worth  his  while  to  gratify  the 
inhabitants,  particulariy  the  females,  with  a  display  of  many 
elegant  articles  of  dress  from  Bond^street,  and  other 
fashionable  repositories  of  the  metropolis.  After  remain- 
ing three  weeks  she  departed  for  China.  Previous  to  her 
sailing,  the  Minerva  transport  arrived  from  Ireland,  with  a 
very  diflerent  cargo :  instead  of  elegances  from  Bond-street, 
she  brou^t  162  male  and  26  female  convicts  from  the  gaols 
of  that  kingdom ;  all  of  whom  were  in  perfect  health,  their 
treatment  and  management  on  board  doing  the  highest  credit 
to  those  who  were  concerned  in  the  cnve  of  them.  This 
vessel,  havmg  touched  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  had  brought  many 
needful  articles  for  sale,  as  well  from  that  port  as  from  Eng- 
land ;  but  the  prices  required  for  them  were  such  as  to  drain 
the  colony  of  every  shilling  that  could  be  scraped  together. 
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With  tbeMiDerva came  the Fhynoe^  from  Bengal;  yrinch 
had  been  chartered  by  the  officers  of  the  colony,  through  the 
means  of  an  agent.  She  was  freighted  on  their  account  witb 
many  articles  ^  among  which,  as  more  labour  could  be  ob-' 
tained  for  spirits  tlian  for  any  other  mode  of  payment,  sc^ 
essential  a  comnK)dity  had  not  beei^  omitted. 

The  criminal  court  about  this  time  was  caUed  upon  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  murder  of  two  native  boys*  The  buaness,. 
as  it  appeared  upon  the  trial,  was  this : — The  natives  having, 
some  short  time  before,  murdered  two  men  who  possessed 
fjEirms  at  the  Hawkesbury^  some  of  the  settlers  in  that  dis^ct 
determined  to  revenge  their  death.  There  were  at  this  time 
three  native  boys  living  with  one  Powell,  a  settler,  and  two 
others  his  neighbours.  These  unoffending  lads  they  selected 
as  the  objects  of  their  revenge.  Having  infonned  them,  that 
they  thought  they  could  find  the  guns  belonging  to  the  white 
men,  they  were  dispatched  for  that  purpose,  and  in  a  short 
time  brought  them  in.  Powell  and  his  associates  now  began 
their  work  of  vengeance.  They  drove  the  boys  into  a  bam; 
where,  after  tying  their  hands  behind  their  backs,  these 
cowardly  miscreants  repeatedly  stabbed  them,  until  two  of 
them  fell  and  died  beneath  their  hands.  The  third,  making 
his  escape,  jumped  into  the  river^and,  although  in  swioiming 
he  could  only  make  use  of  his  feet,  yet  under  this  disadvantage, 
and  with  the  savage  murderers  of  his  companions  firing  at 
him  repeatedly,  he  actually  reached  the  opposite  bank  alive, 
and  soon  joined  his  own  people. 

The  Governor,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  this  circum- 
stance, immediately  sent  to  the  place,  where,  buried  in  a 
garden,  the  bodies  of  these  unfortunate  boys  were  found, 
stabbed  in  several  places,  with  their  hands  tied,  as  has  been 
described.  Powell  and  his  companions  in  this  horrid  act 
were  taken  into  custody ',  and,  a  court  being  convened^  they 
were  tried  for  the  murder ;  when  the  court  were  unanimously 
of  opinion,  that  they  were  "  guilty  of  killing  two  natives;" 
but  instead  of  their  receiving  a  sentence  of  death,  a  special 
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reference  was  made  to  his  Majesty*s  minister^  and  the  prison- 
ers were  admitted  to  bail  by  the  court.  These,  in  their  de- 
fence, brought  forward  a  crowd  of  witnesses  to  prove  that  a 
number  of  white  people  had  at  various  times  been  killed  by 
the  natives  j  but  could  these  people  have  been  sufficiently 
understood,  proofs  would  not  have  been  wanting,  on  their 
side,  of  the  wanton  and  barbarous  manner  in  which  many  of 
them  had  been  destroyed. 

Entertaining  doubts  as  to  the  light  in  which  the  natives 
were  to  be  held,  the  court  applied  to  the  Governor  for  such 
information  as  he  could  fiiniish  upon  this  subject ;  and  he 
accordingly  sent  them  the  orders  which  from  time  to  time 
had  been  given  respecting  these  people,  and  a  copy  of  an 
article  in  bis  Majesty's  instructions  to  the  Governor,  which  in 
strong  and  expressive,  terms  places  them  under  the  protection 
«f  the  British  Government,  and  directs,  that  If  any  of  his  sub- 
jects should  wantonly  destroy  them,  or  give  them  unneces- 
sary interruption  in  the  exercise  of  their  several  occupations, 
they  might  be  brought  to  punishment,  according  to  the  de- 
gree and  nature  of  their  offence. 

In  this  instance,  however,  the  court  were  divided  in  their 
sentiments  respecting  the  nature  of  the  ofience,  and  submitted 
the  whole  business,  with  their  doubts,  to  bis  Majesty's  minis- 
ter. As  they  could  not  see  their  way  distinctly,  they  certainly 
were  right  to  apply  for  assistance ;  but,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  explain  to  the  nativjss,  or  cause  them  to  comprehend  the 
nature  of  these  doubts,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  they  would 
ill  brook  the  return  of  the  prisoners  to  their  farms  and  occu- 
pations, without  having  received  some  punishment;  a  cir- 
cumstance wholly  inconsistent  with  their  own  ideas,  and 
entirely  at  variance  with  their  customs;  and,  indeed  they 
loudly  threatened  to  burn  the  crops  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
4jflFected.  Fire,  in  the  hands  of  a  body  of  irritated  and  hostile 
natives,  might,  with  but  little  trouble  to  them,  ruin  the  pro- 
spect of  an  abundant  harvest;  and  it  appeared  by  the  threat, 
that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  having  this  power  in  their 
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hands ;  it  wu,  therefore,  certainly  veiy  essential  to  the  ( 
fort  and  security  of  the  settlers  in  particular,  that  they  should 
live  with  them  upon  amicaUe  terms. 

There  not  being  at  this  time  more  than  five  months'  provi- 
sion in  the  store  at  full  allowance,  it  became  necessary  to  issue 
only  two-thirda  of  the  weekly  raticm* 

About  this  time  a  proof  wa&  given  of  the  power  of  the 
female  sex  over  their  ideal  superiors.  A  quiet  well-disposed 
young  man,  a  soldier  in  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  fell  a 
victim  to  an  attachment  which  he  had  formed  with  an  in- 
famous woman,  a  oonviot,  wb(s  after  phmderiog,  deserted  hint 
fENT  another.  The  ill-foted  youth  unable  to  support  what  he 
termed  a  calamity,  placed  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  beneath  hit 
chin,  and,  pulling  t^  trigger  with  his  foot,  in  one  instant 
rushed  into  eternity. 

On  the  13th,  the  Setsey  whaler  arrived  from  the  west  coast 
of  America,  with  3S0  barrels  of  oil.  At  the  same  time  came 
the  Hunter  bark  from  Calcutta,  with  a  cargo  on  speculation  ; 
and  also  a  Spanish  brig  which  had  been  captured  by  the 
whaler. 

On  the  I6tb,  the  Friendship  transport  arrived  from  Ireland 
with  convicts,  who  came  in  good  health;  notwithstanding 
which,  they  were  not  calculated  to  be  of  much  advantage  to 
the  settlement  j  but  little  addition  being  gained  by  their  arrival 
to  the  public  strength.  Several  of  them  had  been  bred  up 
in  the  habits  of  genteel  life,  or  to  professions  in  which  they 
were  unaccuatomed  to  hard  labour:  such  must  become  a 
dead  wei^t  upon  the  provision  atore;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  intention  <tf  the  sentence  they  had  received,  yet  it  was 
impossible  to  divest  the  mind  of  the  eonmion  feelings  of 
humanity,  so  far  aa  to  send  a  physician,  the  once  re- 
^ctable  sheriff  of  a  county,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  or  a 
pfiotestant  clergyman  and  his  iamily,  to  the  grubbing  hoe,  or 
the  timber-carriBgeii  Among  the  lower  daases  were  many 
oldmen« 
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Several  of  the  settlers  declining  to  pay  any  thing  towards 
the  building  of  the  new  gaol,  a  tax  of  one  shilling  per  gallon 
on  whatever  spirits  each  individual  might  purchase,  sixpence 
on  wine,  and  threepence  upon  porter  or  strong  beer,  was  im- 
posed, to  be  applied  to  the  above  purpose. 

About  this  time  a  bird  was  taken  near  Broken  Bay,  of  a 
species  never  seen  before  in  New  South  Wales.  It  was  a 
large  Eagle,  which  gave  proof  of  his  strength,  by  driving  his 
talons  through  a  mail's  foot,  while  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat  with  his  legs  tied  together.  It  stood  about  three  feet  in 
height,  and  during  the  ten  days  that  it  was  a  prisoner,  was 
remarkable  for  refusing  to  be  fed  by  any  but  one  particular 
person.  Among  the  natives  it  was  an  object  of  wonder  and 
fear,  and  they  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  near  it. 
They  asserted,  that  it  would  carry  off  a  middling-sized  kan- 
gooroo.  It  had  been  intended  to  be  sent  to  England ;  but 
one  morning  it  was  found  to  have  divided  the  strands  of  a 
rope  with  which  it  was  fastened,  and  escaped. 

Accounts  of  a  most  alanning  nature  w6re  received  toward 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  from  George's  river  and  the 
Hawkesbury.  The  weather  had,  unfortunately  for  the  maize, 
now  ripe,  been  uncommonly  bad  for  three  weeks,  the  wind 
blowing  a  heavy  gale,  accompanied  with  torrents  of  rain  that 
very  soon  swelled  the  river  Hawkesbury,  and  the  creeks  in 
George's  river  beyond  their  banks ;  laying  all  the  adjacent 
flat  country,  with  the  corn  on  it,  under  water.  Much  damage, 
of  course,  followed  the  desolation  which  this  ill- timed  flood 
spread  over  the  cultivated  grounds ;  and,  although  fewer  than 
could  have  been  expected,  some  lives  were  lost. 

The  prospect  of  an  abundant  maize  harvest  was  wholly  de- 
stroyed ;  and  every  otiier  work  was  suspended,  to  prepare  the 
ground  a  second  time  that  season  for  wheat.  The  settlement 
was  yet  too  young  to  be  able  to  endure  such  a  succession  of 
ill-fortune  without  its  being  fdt,  in  some  degree^  an  incon- 
venience and  expence  to  the  mother  country.  Had  the 
settlers  themselves  in  general  been  of  a  more  industrious 
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turn,  they  woald  have  been  better  prepared  for  such  accideots ; 
and  ft  was  mach  to  be  lamented,  that,  in  establishing  them 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury^  they  had  not  with  mme  at- 
tenticHi  considered  the  mtmifest  signs  of  the  floods  to  which 
the  river  appeared  to  the  first  discoverers  to  be  liidble,  and 
erected  their  dwellings  upon  the  higher  grounds ;  or  that  the 
inundations  which  had  lately  happened  had  not  occurred  at 
an  earlier  period,  when  there  were  but  few  settlen.  llese, 
indeed,  had  been  such  as  formerly  no  one  had  any  conception 
of,  and  exceeded  in  horror  and  destruction  any  tUng  that 
could  have  been  imagined. 

On  the  first  of  April  a  criminal  court  sat ;  when,  amoBg 
the  several  ofienders  that  were  tried,  two  were  condemned  to 
sufler  death,  but  pardoned  at  the  solicitation  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps.  In  the  hope,  however,  of 
impressing  the  minds  of  these  criminals  more  deeply,  they 
were  kept  in  ignonince  of  the  intended  mercy,  till  the  moment 
when,  but  for  it,  tliey  would  have  been  hunried  into  eternity. 
On  the  pardon  being  read,  one  of  the  men  appeared  much 
afiected;  but  the  other  declared  that  he  should  never  be 
better  prepared  to  die,  and  scarcely  seemed  to  desire  a  pio« 
longation  of  existence. 

On  the  16th,  the  Speedy  whaler  arrived  from  £ngland, 
witli  50  female  convicts ;  and,  what  were  much  more  wel- 
come and  profitable,  832  casks  of  salt  provisions,  which 
enabled  the  Grovemor  once  more  to  issue  a  full  ration.  Tn 
this  ship  came  Captain  Phillip  Gidley  King,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Norfolk  Island. 

On  the  same  day,  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Bufialo  returned 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  having  on  board  SS  cows,  and 
20  breeding  mares  for  the  settlement.  This  voyage  vras  per- 
formed in  seven  months.  She  had  made  her  passage  thilher 
in  three. 

Eariy  in  May,  the  Governor  having  received  information 
from  several  of  the  officers,  that  they  had  gocd  grounds  for 
maaptedDg  that  some  of  the  convicts  lirtely  anived  irom  ire* 
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hod  had  not  left  behind  them  the  principles  which  occasioned 
their  being  sent  from  that  kingdom,  but  were  carrying  on 
seditioiiB  correspcmdences^  and  holding  unlawful  meetings; 
in  order  to  discover  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  this 
conjecture,  he  caused  the  most  minute  inTcstigation  to  be 
made  *,  but  nothing  was  found  which  could  furnish  the  small-' 
est  suspicion  of  the  conduct  imputed  to  them. 

About  this  time  some  propositions  had  been  made,  and  a 
ocnrrespoodeuce  entered  into  between  the  secretary  of  the 
Bengal  Government  and  the  Gentleman  who  had  been  em«» 
ployed  as  the  private  agent  of  the  officers  of  the  settlement, 
respecting  the  tran^KHtation  of  Indian  convicts  to  New  South 
Wales.  As  this  was  a  measure,  tliough  open  to  no  objection 
whatever,  which  must  be  submitted  to  administration  before 
it  could  be  adopted,  the  correspondence  which  had  passed  on 
this  occasion  was  sent  home. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  GovenuHr  of  Bengal,  to  victual  and 
maintain  their  convicts  for  one  year  after  their  landing;  after 
which,  they  were  to  be  supported  by  the  settlement.  As  such 
a  description  of  people  might  be  very  usefully  employed  there, 
and  would  be  far  more  manageable  than  the  convicts  from 
England  or  Ireland,  it  was  hoped  that  the  plan  might  meet 
the  {^probation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

It  should  seem  that  some  favourable  ideas  of  the  settlement 
bad  obtained  in  India;  for  by  the  same  conveyance  three 
gentlemen  of  respectability  addressed  the  Governor,  stating 
to  him  their  desire  of  embarking  their  families  and  property, 
and  becoming  settlers;  but  as  the  terms  they  proposed  would 
have  been  attended  with  a  considerable  expence  to  the  crown, 
the  Governor,  though  well  aware  of  the  advantages  which  the 
colony  would  derive  from  having  such  persons  resident  among 
them,  found  himself  compelled  to  lay  their  proposals  before 
the  Secretary  tf  State. 

In  the  month  of  May  two  criminals  had  suiGsred  death ; 
and  June  commoiced  with  the  execution  of  three  more.  If 
examples  of  this  kind  could  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  th« 
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spectators,  they  certainly  bad  not  lately  been  witbout  these 
salutary  though  dreadful  lessons. 

Goremor  Hunter  having  received  orders  to  send  the  Buffilo 
to  England,  several  gentlemen,  who  bad  obtained  permission 
to  take  their  passage  in  her,  disposed  of  their  live  stock ;  by 
which  a  very  considerable  addition  was  made  to  that  belong- 
ing to  the  crown. 

Early  in  August,  the  Albion  whaler  ran  into  Broken  Bay, 
to  complete  her  wood  and  water.  She  had  on  board  600 
barrels  of  oil ;  but  had  not  been  able,  through  bad  weather, 
to  secure  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whales  which  they 
had  killed.    l%ey  had  seen  an  immense  number  of  these  fish. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  1016  gallons  of  spirits, 
being  attempted  to  be  landed  without  a  permit,  were  seized 
by  the  centinel  on  duty. 

Information  had  been  received  of  the  death  of  a  convict  of 
tlie  name  of  Wilson,  several  times  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing narrative,  and  who  was  better  known  by  that  given  him 
by  the  natives,  of  Bun-bo-e.  This  young  man  had  preferred 
the  life  of  a  vagabond,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  the  woods  with  the  savages,  whom  he  was  suspected  of  in- 
structing in  those  points  wherein  they  could  injure  the  settlers 
with  the  greatest  eiiect,  and  most  safety  to  themselves.  With 
the  wood  natives  he  had  sufficient  influence  to  persuade  them 
that  he  had  once  been  a  black  man ;  and  pointed  oat  a  very 
old  woman  as  his  mother,  who  was  weak  and  credulous  enough 
to  acknowledge  him  as  her  son.  llie  natives  who  inliabit 
the  woods  are  not,  by  any  means,  so  acute  as  those  wlio  live 
upon  the  sea-coast.  This  difference  may,  perhaps,  be  ac- 
counted for  by  their  sequestered  manner  of  living,  society 
contributing  much  to  the  exercise  of  the  mental  faculties. 
Wilson  presumed  upon  this  mental  inability;  and,  having 
imposed  himself  upon  them  as  their  countryma!^,  and  created 
a  fear  and  respect  for  his  superior  powers,  indulged  himself 
in  taking  liberties  with  their  females.  However  deficient 
they  might  be  in  reasoning  faculties,  he  found,  to  his  cost, 
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that  they  were  susceptible  of  wrongs ;  for  having  appropriated^ 
against  her  inclinations,  a  female  to  his  own  exclusive  ac- 
commodation, her  friends  took  an  opportunity,  when  he  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  defend  himself,  to  drive  a  spear  throu^ 
his  body,  which  ended  his  career  for  that  time,  and  left  them 
to  expect  his  return  at  some  future  period  in  any  shape  that 
their  fancies  might  form. 

The  natives  of  the  coast,  whenever  speaking  of  those  of  the 
interior,  constantly  expressed  themselves  with  contempt  and 
marks  of  disapprobation.  Their  language  was  unknown  to 
each  other ;  and  there  was  not  any  doubt  of  their  living  in  a 
state  of  mutual  distrust  and  enmity.  Those  natives,  in- 
deed, who  frequented  the  town  of  Sydney,  spoke  to  those 
who  were  not  so  fortunate,  in  a  very  superior  tone,  valuing 
themselves  upon  their  friendship  with  the  white  people,  and 
erecting  in  themselves  an  exclusive  right  to  the  enjoyments 
of  all  the  benefits  which  were  to  result  from  that  friendship. 

September  commenced  with  a  renewal  of  the  alarm  re- 
specting seditious  conspiracies.  A  report  having  been  cir- 
culated, that  the  prisoners  lately  sent  from  Ireland,  for  the 
crime  of  having  being  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion  in  that 
country,  had  formed  a  plan  for  possessing  themselves  of  the 
colony,  that  their  arms  (pikes  manufactured  since  their  arrival) 
were  in  great  forwardness,  and  their  manner  of  attack  nearly 
arranged ;  a  committee  of  officers  was  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  examine  all  suspected  persons,  and  ascertain 
whether  any  such  murderous  design  existed.  In  the  course 
of  their  inquiries,  the  committee  saw  occasion  to  imprison 
Harold,  the  Roman  Catholic  priest.  This  man  confessed  that 
the  reports  were  founded  in  truth,  and  engaged  to  discover 
where  the  weapons  were  concealed ;  of  which,  he  said,  many 
hundreds  had  been  fabricated.  In  his  confession  he  impli- 
cated several^  his  countrymen,  who,  on  being  questioned 
in  their  turn,  accused  several  others ;  and  the  committee  ad- 
judged them  all  to  be  deserving  of  punishment :  but  Harold 
yns  never  able  to  fulfil  his  engagement  of  producing  the 
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weq>ons;  and  after  mach  pieiraricalion  and  triffingy  the  com- 
mittee were  peifectly  donrinced  that  his  sole  aim,  in  all  be 
had  said,  was  that  of  making  himself  of  consequence  io  the 
cotonj,  by  ha<f  ing  it  believed  that  he,  as  their  priest,  could 
atone  have  influence  to  make  the  conspirators  speak  the  truth* 
Harold  had  before  applied  to  the  Gporernor  for  permission  to 
officiate  as  their  priest  -,  and  if  well  afiected  to  the  govern- 
ment, of  which  there  were  but  too  many  doubts,  be  might 
have  been  of  much  use  to  the  colony  in  that  capacity. 

In  consequence  of  these  alarms,  and  as  much  as  possible  to 
do  away  their  effects^  by  increasing  tlie  armed  force  of  the 
colony,  a  number  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  were 
formed  into  two  volunteer  associations  of  fifty  men  each,  and 
styled  the  Sydney  and  Parramatta  Loyal  Assodated  Corps. 
Bbch  was  commanded  by  a  Captain,  with  two  lieutenants ; 
and  the  whole  were  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Bof&lo  being  now  ready  for  sea,  the  Governor,  who 
had  determined  to  return  in  that  ship  to  England,  having  ar- 
ranged various  matters  relative  to  the  settlement,  and  the 
Lieutenant-Govemor  of  Norfolk  Island  being  on  the  spot, 
left  the  direction  of  the  colony  in  his  hands,  and  embarked  on 
Sunday  the  28th,  having  previously  reviewed  the  New  South 
Wales  corps ;  of  whom  his  Excellency  took  leave  with  an 
address,  in  which  he  thanked  them  for  their  past  laudable 
conduct,  and  exhorted  them  to  a  continuance  of  it. 

This  gentleman's  embarkation  was  attended  with  eveiy 
mark  of  respect,  attachment,  and  regret.  The  road  to  the 
wharf,  where  the  Buffalo's  boat  was  in  waiting,  was  lined  on 
each  side  with  troops;  and  he  was  accompanied  thither  by 
the  officers  of  the  civil  and  military  departments,  with  a 
numerous  concourse  of  the  inhabitants ;  who  manifested,  by 
their  deportment,  the  sense  they  entertained  of  the  regard 
which  he  had  ever  paid  to  their  interests,  and  tfte  justice  and 
humanity  of  his  government. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  live  stock,  and  ground 
in  caltivation,  at  the  time  of  the  Governor's  departure,  viz« 
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Live  Stock. 

Hocses            ... 

60 

Mares           .            .            . 

148 

Bulb  and  Oxen 

332 

Cows            ... 

712 

Hogs           .            .            . 

4017 

Male  sheep 

2031 

Female  ditto 

4093 

Male  goats 

727 

Female  ditto 

1455 

Land  in  Cultivation. 

Acres  of  wheat  -  -  4665| 

Acres  of  maize  -  -  2930 

Acres  of  barley        -         -         -         82 

And  a  considerable  quantity  of  garden-ground,  in  potatoes, 

&c.  and  vines. 

The  poverty  of  the  settlers,  and  the  high  price  of  labour^ 
occasioned  much  land  to  have  been  unemployed  in  that  year. 
Many  of  the  inferior  farmers  were  nearly  ruined  by  the  high 
price  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  for  such  necessaries  as 
they  required  from  those  who  had  been  long  in  the  habit  of 
monopolising  every  article  brought  to  Ae  settlement  fer4Nde; 
a  habit,  of  which  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  better, 
without  the  positive  and  immediate  interference  of  the  govern- 
ment at  home. 

Many  representations  had  been  made  on  this  distressing 
subject ;  and  they  seemed  in  84Nine  degree  to  have  been  at- 
tended to^  as  in  several  of  the  last  arrivals  from  Englai>d,  cer- 
tain articles,  consisting  of  implements  of  husbandry,  clothing, 
and  stores,  had  been  consigned  to  the  Governor,  to  be  retailed 
for  the  use  of  the  colonists ;  and  it  was  understood  that  this 
system,  so  beneficial  to  the  settlement,  was  to  be  pursued 
in  future. 
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The  Buflfelo  sailed  for  England  on  the  2lst  of  October*,and 
touched  at  Norfolk  Island.  This  settlement  wore  a  most  on- 
promblng  appearance.  All  the  huil  dings  were  in  a  state  of 
rapid  decay,  and  but  few  symptoms  of  industry  were  viable. 
Of  stock,  only  a  few  hogs  and  a  small  quantity  of  vegetables 
were  to  be  procured.  A  few  fields  of  wheat,  which  were 
ready  for  reaping,  looked  tolerably  well;  but  on  the  whole, 
Norfolk  Island  by  no  means  promised  to  repay  the  expence 
that  it  annually  cost  the  government. 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  public  works  undertaken  daring  Go- 
vernor Hunter's  administration  of  the  af&irs  of  die  settlement.  He 
arrived  at  Port  Jackson  on  the  7th  of  August^  179^,  and  sailed  on  his 
return  on  the  21st  October,  1800,  having  governed  the  colony  above 
five  years  and  two  months  :— 

A  large  brick  building,  erected  by  Governor  Pbillipi  being  much 
decayed,  was  completely  repaired,  and  an  addition  of  6o  feet  made  to  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  it  into  a  granary  for  the  reception  of 
wheat. 

A  strong  wind-mill  tower  of  stone  was  erected  upon  the  hill  above 
4he  town  of  Sydney.    The  mill  completed  and  set  to  work. 

■An  entire  suite  of  apartments  of  brick  at  Sydney,  between  the  hospi- 
taband  the  dwelling-house  of  the  principal  surgeon^  for  tlie  use  of  the 
two  assistant-surgeons. 

A  strong  double-logged  gaol,  eighty  feet  long,  with  separate  cells  for 
prisoners,  was  constructed  at  Sydney.     [This  building  was  burnt.] 

A  similar  gaol  was  erected  at  Parramatta,  and  paled  round  widi  a 
strong  hi^  fence;  as  was  that  at  Sydney;  [This  was  also  destroyed 
by  fire.] 

Two  granaries,  each  100  feet  long,  were  erected  at  the  Hawkesbury 
.and  inclosed  with  paling. 

Thoroughly  repaired,  coated  with' lime  (manufactured  from  burnt 
sheik),  and  white-washed,  all  the  public  buildings,  to  preserve  them 
from  the  decay  to  which  they  were  rapidly  advancing* 

Completely  repaired  the  government  huts  for  the  reception  of  con- 
victs, most  of  which  were  falling  down. 

A  bam  of  90  feet  in  length  was  built  at  Tongabbe,  in  which  nine 
pair  of  tlkreshers  could  work. 

Constructed  eight  embrasures  to  the  battery  on  Point  Maskelyne ; 
raised  a  redoubt  with  eight  embrasures  on  the  east  point  of  the  Cove, 
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The  attention  of  Governor  Hunter  to  the  interests  of  the 
settlement  was  most  unremitted ;  his  humanity  and  conde- 
sceusion  rendered  him  inestimably  dear  to  every  bosom^ 
which  confessed  the  influence  of  grateful  feelings ;  and  his 
ebeerfol  vivfteiiy  nnd  private  worth  ctm^d  him  to  ^tajD4 
Mghly  ia  ihe  estknation  of  those  whd  were  honoured  by>a 
participatioB  in  bis  hours  of  recreative  enjoyment.  The  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  his  abstracted  devotion  to  the  service 
of  the  settlement,  for  a  long  period,  was  the  obtainment  of  a 
tliorough  knowled^  of  eveiy  subject  connected  with  its  wel- 
fare ;  and  ip  the  application  of  that  knowledge  to  the  practi- 
cal improvement  of  the  settlement,  no  man  could  \iSLVC,  been 
more  happy,  none  more  eminently  successful.  The  ihb« 
ment  of  hb  departure  was  a  fnoment  of  sorrowful  agitation ; 
loved  and  honoureid  by  all,  he  was  attended  by  a  numerouis 
train  of  civil  and  military  officers,  as  well  as  a  long  concourse 
of  the  grateful  inhabitants,  who,  at  this  distressing  instant, 
marked  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  the  sense  they  en- 
tertained  of  his  public  worth  and  private  benignity. 

nd  iWNmlni  them  with  cannon.  T^'o  giw  .wexe  also  n^on^  on 
the  high  part  of  Garden  Island. 

Made  good  the  public  roads,  repaired  ihem  at  various  times^  and 
threw  bridges  over  the  gallies. 

Aa  escelleiit  ttjamtd  biJ4ge  was  built  over  Duck. £iver. 

At  Sydney  a  good  granary,  72  feet  in  length,  by  i2i  in  .vyidth,  with 
two  Aootfi^  wm  built  out  of  the  rains  of  a  9uU4iou8C. 

BttUt  a  fraoiod  and  weather-boarded  house  on  the  green  hills  at  (he 
Hawkesboiy ,  for  the  icsidenceof  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  that  district . 

£rected  a  second  strong  wiod*mill  tower  at  Sydney,  36  feet  in  height. 

A  weather-boarded  stDie*hoose,  with  two  wings,  was  built  at  Syd- 
ney ;  and*  on  the  burning  of  the  church,  was  opuFerted  into  a  tern- 
poiary  fJboe  of.woiibip. 

At  Panamatta  a  weather-boarded  granary,  140  feet  in  length,  was 


A  complete  smith's  shop,  for  forges,  was  eoecied  at  Sydney. 

An  excellent  btrick  gianaiy,  100  feet  long  and  92  wide,  with  three 

SB 
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CHAP,    XXXUI. 


Goveraor  King  assumes  the  Government  of  the  Settlemenl-^Tfro 
Cargoes  of  Spirits  prohibited  from  being  bnded — ^Earthquake— 
I^eadful  inondationaorthe  river  Hawkesbury^— Forgery— Lightiiing 
— ^The  Sydney  Gazette  instituted— Murders— Attempt  to  execute  a 
Criminal. 

On  tbe  secession  of  Governor  Hunter^  tbe  government  of 
^he  settlement  devolved  on  Governor  King,  who  had  arrived 
from  England  in  the  Speedy,  a  few  months  previous  to  tbb 
time.  Soon  after  his  accession  to  this  dignity,  a  quantity  of 
copper  coin  was  received  from  England  and  put  into  circu- 
Jation,  upon  which  occasion  tbe  following  table  of  specie  was 

floors,  was  built  at  Sydney ;  to  which  an  addition  of  70  feet  in  length 
was  made  for  a  kiln  for  drying  the  grain. 

Built  a  range  of  barracks  at  Sydney  Tot  three  oflficers. 

Erected  a  handsome  church  at  Parramatta,  100  feet  in  length  and 
44  in  width,  with  a  room  20  feet  long,  taMed  on  stone  pillars,  iateodcd 
for  a  vestry  or  council  room. 

Began  the  foundation  of  a  church  at  Sydney.  Built  a  tower  steeple 
at  the  same  place  for  a  town-clock. 

Erected  an  apartment  of  brick  in  the  yard  of  ilie  old  gaol  lor  debtors^ 
containing  three  rooms. 

Paled  in  a  naval  yard  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cove,  and  erected 
within  it  a  joiner^s  and  a  blacksmith's  shop,  widi  sheds  for  the  vessels 
while  repairing,  and  for  the  workmen  ;  with  a  steamer,  a  store-house, 
»  warder's  k>dge,  and  an  apartment  for  the  clerk. 

A  stone  house  erected  for  the  master  boat-builder. 

Began  and  nearly  finished  a  handsome  stone  gaol  at  Sydney ;  with 
separate  a^tments  for  debtors,  and  six  secure  cells  for  condemned 
felons. 

A  large  a04  elegant  Government-house  was  erected  at  Ftoaraatta, 
the  first  having  gone  to  decay. 

A  neat  thatched  hut  in  the  Govemmentgarden  at  Ptoamatta,  for 
the  gardener. 

Built  a  new  dispensary,  and  removed  the  panndtod  hospitd  to  a 
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issued: — A  guinea,  one  pound  two  shillings ;  a  jobaanes, 
four  pounds ;  a  balf  ditto^  two  pounds ;  a  duoat,  nine  shil- 
lings and  sixpence ;  a  gtA^snohur,  one  pound  seventeen  shll* 
lings  and  sixpence;  a  pagoda,  eight  shillings)  a  Spanish 
dollar,  five  shillings  ;  a  rupee,  two  shillings  and  sixpence ;  a 
Dutch  guilder,  two  shillings ;  an  English  shilling,  one  shil* 
lii^  and  one  penny ,  a  copper  coin  of  one  ounce,  two-pence; 
a  ditto  of  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  a  halfpenny.  No  sum  ex- 
ceeding five  pounds,  in  the  copper  coin,  was  to  be  conadered 
as  a  legal  tender ;  and  the  exportation  or  importation  of  cop- 
per coin  above  that  amount,  was  prohibited  under  a  penalty  of 
thrice  its  value. 


more  convenient  situation,  raising  it  upon  a  stone  fbnndation.  At  the 
same  time  was  erected  a  new  hospital  store. 

Prepared  the  foundation  of  a  new  powder  magazine. 

Raised  a  frame^  and  thatched  the  roof  of  an  open  bam  at  the  Ninety 
Acres,  and  laid  a  threshing-floor. 

Fenced  and  surrounded  the  military  barracks  with  loffy  paling. 

Paled  in  a  cooperage  adjoining  the  provision  store  at  Sydney.-— 
Cleansed  from  filth  the  public  tanks  at  the  same  place,  and  surrounded 
them  and  the  spring-head  with  paling. 

Enlai^  the  dwellings  of  the  principal  surgeon*  the  senior  asststaat 
aurgeon,  and  the  deputy-surveyor. 

Built  a  military  hospital  and  dispensary  at  Sydney,  and  an  officer's 
giiard-ropm  at  the  main  guard. 

Sheds  for  the  boats  belonging  to  Government  when  hauled  on  shore. 

Repaired  a  house  for  a  school  at  Sydney. 

Erected  houses  within  the  precincts  of  the  ho«|Utal  at  Sydney,  ibr 
die  nurses  and  attendants  while  on  duty. 

Completely  repaired  the  wet  provbion  store  at  Parramatta. 

Indexed  se\'eral  stock  yards  for  cat^e,  and  repaired  the  old  sheds  at 
^he  various  settlements.  In  Portland-place  district,  the  timber  of  120 
acres  was  cut  down,  and  nearly  half  (that  of  50  acres)  burnt  oflP;  a 
small  township  marked  out,  and  a  fbw  huts  built. 

Raised  a  variety  of  inferior  buildings.  Besides  which,  many  hands 
were  constantly  employed  in  preserving  in  good  condition  the  various 
buildings  belonging  io  the  crown  ;  to  prevent  these  finom  going  to 
dec9^i  Had  been  an  invariable  object  of  Governor  Hunter's  attention, 

3  B  2 
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'  The  ctindinat  addictioQ  to  dw  uge  of  spirituoos  liquors  had 
becoihe  60'  ^rooted/  ahd  was  produdiTe  of  such  eril  oonse* 
(juenees,  as  to  require  some  Tigoroos  exertion,  to  eheok  its 
still  fuhhei'  increase.  In  the  month  of  December)  1800^ 
two  vesiiels  laden  with  theae  destiuctive  cargoes  arrived  ia 
ttie  hiatbour ;  but  the  governor,  with  a  spirit  and  prudenee 
^editable  to  Im  resolution  and  ju«|gment,  refused  them  per*- 
mission  to  land  the  poisons,  and  forced  them  to  qnit  the  set* 
tlement  before  any  evil  consequences  could  ensue  fiom  their 
arrival.  The  variety  of  afflictiog  casnalities  conaequeot  upon 
the  immoderate  m^  of  these  pernicious  flaid%  and  their  in- 
troduction of  dreadful  and  fatal  disorders,  were  oonsidJeratkMB 
sufficient  to  justify  the  Governor's  conduct  in  this  instance, 
to  every  rational  mind. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  ISOI,  tb^  settlement  was  menaced 
with  destruction  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  wbid^  was 
felt  severely  through  the  whole  colony,  but,  providentiidly, 
produced  no  injury.  A  slight  concussion  had  been  felt  in 
the  month  of  June,  1788  ;  but  never,  until  this  moment,  had 
the  alarm  been  repeated.  The  affrighted  inhabitants  rushed 
out  of  their  houses,  in  momentary  expectation  of  destruction^ 
nor  did  they  dare  to  return  until  the  shock  had  passed  by, 
and  the  apprehensions  which  it  had  produced  had  entirely 
subsided. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  the  settlement,  the  settlers  on  tKe 
Hawkesbury,  had  been  much  annoyed  by  the  frequent  over- 
flowings of  that  capacious  river.  In  the  mqnth  of  March, 
1801,  the  most  severe  visitation  of  this  nature  had  occiirrsd, 
which  had  destroyed  the  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest, 
spread  desolation  through  the  farms  in  that  district,  destroyed 
numerous  habitations^  and  caused  the  loss  of  several  of  the 
unfortunate  stttleis  and  others.  At  the  melancholy  period 
allnded  to,  the  colony  in  this  quarter  was  just  reaching  a  de- 
gree of  ease  and  comfort,  from  tlie  judicious  plans  put  into 
execution  by  that  **  father  of  the  people"  Governor  Hubter, 
and  the  assistance  he  gave  them  4s  an  encoutagement  to  in- 
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dttrtrious  eicertion.  Scarcely^  however,  had  they  begun  to- 
revive  after  this  calamity — scarcely  had  they  repaired  the 
ravages  occaaioDed  by  this  tremendous  inundation— scarcely 
had  the  desolated  lands  once  more  confessed  the  power  of 
cultivation,  before  those  ill-fated  settlers  were  doomed  to  ex- 
perience a  repetition  of  the  destructive  calamity ;  and  on  the 
2d  of  Mhreh,  1801,  the  river  again  overflowed  its  banks,  and 
rushed  impetuously  to  renew  its  former  devastations.  Flocks 
and  herds  were  swept  away  by  its  irresistible  influence;  die 
houaes,  which  had  been  re-butit,  were  once  more  leveHed  to 
the  earth;  and  a  settler  was  deprived  of  his  existence,  afiter 
witnessing  the  castastiophe  which  had  robbed  him  of  die 
whole  of  his  possessions.  The  waters  of  the  Hawkesbnry,  ait 
those  periods  of  inundation,  would  rise  seventy  or  «ghty  feet 
above  their  accustomed  level ;  and  it  is  easy  for  the  mind 
to  picture  to  itself  the  inexi3res6ibly  mournful  consequences 
which  must  necessarily  accrue  from  sudi  a  circumstance. 
Neither  was  this  overflomng  an  event  of  rare  occsrrence,  but 
was  to  be  constantly  expected  after  a  long  continuance  of  the 
rainy  seasons,  when  the  torrents  which  rushed  from  the 
mountainous  ridges  which  overlooked  the  channel  of  the  river 
never  failed  to  produce  a  rapid  swelling  of  its  waters,  and  to 
cause  an  inundation  of  greater  or  less  extent,  and  injury  more 
or  less  destructive  to  the  inhabitants  of  its  vicinity. 

Amongst  the  crimes  which  existed  in  the  settlement,  that 
of  forgery  had  recently  made  its  appearance,  and  bills  of  a 
count^eit  desdr^tkm  had  been  offered  in  die  mariceis ;  and, 
St  length,  (me  of  these  forged  draughts  was  traced  to  its 
source,  and  the  delinquent  was  immediately  apprebciided  wad 
brought  to  trial  for  an  oflence  so  heinous  in  its  nature,  and  lo 
fraught  with  mischief  in  its  consequences.  SuflScient  proof 
being  adduced  to  place  the  prisoner's  .giiih  beyond  doubt, 
sentence  of  death  was  passed  upon  him,  and  the  execution 
took  place  on  the  dd  of  July ;  it  being  considered  an  act  of 
hecessary  justice  to  make  a  severe  example  of  the  offender, 
in  this  case,  in  order  t6  check  in  its  infancy  the  growth  of  |i 
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practice,  pregnant  not  only  with  general  evil,  but  with  indi<* 
vidual  rdip.  Of  all  the  different  species  of  delinqueocy 
which  liad  found  their  way  into  the  colony,  this  miglit  be 
considered  ife  second  to  none  but  murder:  the  house-breaker 
and  the  midnight  robber  might  be  guarded  against,  and  coun- 
teracted or  detected  immediately,  the  mischief  was  at  most 
limited,  and  might  be  calculated;  but  the  introduction  of  a 
system  of  forgery  threatened  more  widely*wasting  injuries : 
itiequired  more  than  common  vigilance,  more  than  common 
perseremnce,  to  discover  a  fraud  of  this  description ;  and  it 
was  scarcely  possible  to  ascertain  the  precise  extent  which  it 
embraced,  or  to  mark  the  end  of  its  destructive  progress.  It 
was  therefore,  under  this  impression,  considered  expedient  to 
indce  a  severe  example  of  the  first  ofiender  who  hadi>een 
brought  to  trial,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  deter  others  from  the 
pursuit  of  such  an  iniquitous  career.  A  solitary  sacrifice 
might  prove  salutary  to  Aiture  thousands. 

The  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning  are  sometimes  parti- 
cularly terrific,  but  have  seldom  been  productive  of  much 
^iamage.  In  some  few  instances,  indeed,  individuals  bad  beea 
killed  by  the  electric  fires,  but  these  accidents  have  genendly 
resulted  from  the  too  common  and  dangerous  mode  of  seek- 
ing shelter  under  trees,  which  attracted  and  directed  the 
lightning  to  its  object,  instead  of  affording  that  security  which 
was  sought  for»  A  very  singular  circumstance  happened  at 
die  cbse  of  the  spring  of  1802,  when  the  Atlas,  a  ship  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Thomas  Musgrove,  was  stricken  by  a  Hash  on 
the  5th  of  November,  and,  although  the  bottom  of  the  ship 
was  iomiediately  perforated  by  the  stroke,  rK>t  a  man  on  board 
received  any  material  injury:  such  a  singular  instance  is 
almost  without  its  parallel.  At  other  periods,  the  tempestu- 
.ons  gales  which  have  been  experienced  surpass  the  concep- 
tion of  those  who  have  never  witnessed  the  boisterous  and 
tumultuous  agitation  of  nature.  Hailstones,  exceeding  six 
inches  in  circumference,  have  frequently  fallen  widi  such 
^violence  as  to  destroy  the  windows  of  those  habitations  which 
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had  neglected  the  adoption  of  measures  of  securityy^ 

poultry,  and  lay  level  with  the  earth  the  shrubs  an 

In  fact,  storms  of  this  description  never  fail  to  occasK»#fhe 

most  extensive  devastation,  and  to  commit  injuries  to  tfaa 

settlers,  which  the  labour  of  months  is  scarcely  sufficient  to 

overcome. 

An  absurd  notion  had  uniformly  existed  amongst  the  coa- 
Ticts  that  it  was  possible,  by  penetrating  into  the  interior,  to 
discover  a  country,  where  they  might  exist  without  labour^ 
and  enjoy  sweets  hitherto  unknown.  This  ridiculous  opinion 
bad  induced  numbers,  since  the  establishoieDt  of  the  colony^ 
to  desert  their  employment,  and  to  trust  themselves  in  forests 
which  were  unknown  to  them,  and  where  they  generally 
wandered  until  the  means  of  supponing  further  Citigne  had 
foiled  them,  and  they  perished  from  want-^Hintil  they  became 
the  victims  of  the  natives  who  fell  in  with  them— -of  surren* 
dered  themselves  to  the  parties  wlio  were  sent  in  pursuit  of 
them.  Such  was  commonly  the  termination  of  these  chi« 
merical  expeditions ;  yet  these  consequences  were  unable  to 
expunge  the  impression  alluded  to  from  the  minds  of  these 
obstinate  people,  and,  in  February,  1803,  fifteen  convicts 
once  ag^in  ventured  into  the  woods  from  Castle  Hill,  in  search 
of  this  undiscovered  country.  Many  of  these  higotted  fugir- 
tives  were  subsequently  retaken,  after  enduring  every  fatigue 
and  privation  which  huniau  nature  is  capable  of  sustaining ; 
after  bearing  the  complicated  hardships  of  want,  wcarine^ 
and  pain  ;  their  feet  blistered  and  bare,  theur  hopes  destroyed, 
their  perseverance  completely  worn  out,  and  their  restless 
dispositions  perfectly  corrected  into  submission. 

The  art  of  printing  had  been  gradually  improving  from  the 
period  of  its  establishment,  by  the  judicious  care  of  Governor 
Hunter,  and  its  advantages  became  daily  more  and  more  ob- 
vious. On  the  6th  of  March,  "  The  Sydney  Gazette"  was 
instituted  by  authority,  for  the  more  ready  communication  of 
events  through  the  various  settlements  of  the  colony.  The 
utility  and  interest  of  such  an  establishment  were  speedily  and 
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ttDiversalk  acknowledged ;  and  its  commencement  was  soon 
succeeded  by  the  publication  of  an  almanack^  and  other  works 
ealadated  to  suit  the  general  taste  and  increase  the  general 
stock  of  amusement  The  general  orders  were  also  issued 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  and  a  vigilant  eye  was  kept 
upon  it;  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  any  thing  which  could 
tend  to  shake  those  principles  of  morality  and  subordination, 
on  the  due  preservation  of  which  depended  the  individual 
happiness,  and  the  public  security  of  the  settlement ;  and 
which  could  be  in  no  danger  of  subversion,  until  the  press 
should  become  prostituted  to  base  designs— a  period  much 
and  sincerely  to  be  deprecated  by  every  real  friend  to  the 
cokny. 

J  In  the  month  of  August,  a  most  inhuman  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  body  of  Joseph  Luken,  a  constable,  who,  after 
going  off  his  watch  at  the  government-house,  was  beset  by 
some  vilbins  who  stiil  remain  undiscovered,  and  who  buried 
the  hilt  of  his  own  cutlass  very  deeply  in  his  bead.  *<  I  was'* 
says  Mr.  Mann  ^^  the  second  person  at  the  spot,  where  the  body 
of  the  unfortunate  man  was  discovered ;  and,  In  attempting 
to  turn  the  corpse,  my  fore-finger  penetnit€;d  through  a  hole 
in  the  skull,  into  the  brains  of  the  deceased."  Every  possible 
search  was  made  to  discover  the  vile  perpetrators  of  this 
diabolical  act,  but  to  no  purpose,  the  measures  of  escape  bad 
been  too  well  planned  to  be  thwarted.  £ven  the  Governor 
himself  attended,  and  gave  directions  for  the  drums  to  beat 
to  arms ;  die  military  to  stop  all  avenues  leading  from  the 
town,  and  different  officers  to  search  every  house;  but^ 
although  several  were  apprehended,  no  conviction  could  be 
brought  home«  Soon  afterwards,  another  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  body  of  a  roan  belonging  to  one  of  the  colonial 
craft,  named  Boylan.  It  appeared  that  he  had  been  in  a  part 
of  the  town,  called  ^  The  Rocks,*'  and  bad  been  struck  with 
some  heavy  weapon  on  the  head,  of  which  be  immediately 
jged.  The  jury,  which  was  summoned  soon  aftter  dayl^fat, 
and  continued  to  sit  until  nearly  one  o'clock  the  next  marn- 
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ing,  when  two  men  and  a  woman  were  committed  kk  trial ; 
ai)d  a  third  nratti,  in  tbe  progress  of  die  investigation,  Va^  sent 
to  gaol  for  prevarication.  When  the  prisoners  were  arraigned 
at  the  bar,  they  all  pleaded  "  Not  guilty  ;'*  and,  after  an  im- 
partial trial,  were  acquitted.  The  singularity  and  cruelty  of 
this  man*s  murder  appeared  to  be  equal  to  that  of  Luken. — 
A  third  murder  was  committed,  nearly  at  the  same  time,  by  a 
woBoan  naoied  Salmon,  on  the  body  of  her  own  child;  It 
appear<id  thit  she  wished  to  conceal  her  pnegnancy;  aiid, 
after  delivering  herself,  had  thrown  the  hifant  down  the  privy, 
where  it  was  smothered.  Suspicions  of  her  situation  having, 
however,  been  entertained  by  some  persons,  an  investigation 
took  place,  and  the  body  of  .the  child  was  discovered.  The 
woman  was  too  ill  to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  her  subsequent 
disaotution  rendered  that  event  unnecessary;  before  ber  death, 
however,  she  made  confession  of  her  crime ;  and  her  body 
was  afterwards  carried  to  a  grave  under  the  gallows,  by  men 
belonging  to  the  jail  gang,  with  the  greatest  ignominy ;  nor 
was  it  without  the  greatest  exertions  of  the  police,  that  the 
corpse  was  permitted  to  be  carried  along  the  streets,  so  great 
was  the  abhorrence  expressed  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  idea 
of  such  an  unnatural,  detestable,  and  abominable  offence. 

In  the  month  of  September,  Joseph  Samuels,  who  had  been 
convicted  of  a  burglary,  was  three  times  suspended :  tbe  rope 
first  broke,  in  a  very  singular  manner,  in  the  middle,  and  the 
suffering  criminal  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground ;  on  the  second 
attempt,  the  cord  unrove  at  the  fostening,  and  he  again  came 
to  the  ground ;  a  thh-d  trial  was  attended  with  no  better  suc- 
cess, for  at  the  moment  when  he  was  launched  off,  the  cord 
again  snapped  in  twain.  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  the  provost- 
marshal,  taking  compassion  on  his  protracted  suflerings,  stay- 
ed the  further  progress  of  the  execution,  and  rode  immediately 
to  the  Governor,  to  whom  he  feelingly  represented  these  ex- 
traordinary circumstances,  and  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
extend  bis  Majesty's  mercy.  Samuels  was  afterwards  trans- 
ported to  another  settlement,  in  consequence  of  his  coAtinu- 
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ance  in  his  dishoncsf  cweer,  and  lias  subsequently  lost  his  life 
on  the  coast)  in  making  an  attempt  to  escape  fiomthe  colony. 


CHAP.    XXXIV. 


Lieutenant-G<n'ernor  Collins  forms  a  new  Settlement— Insurrection  of 
the  Irish  Convicts — The  Cow  Pox  introduced  into  the  Settlement — 
Ship  overset  in  a  Tempest — ^Remarkable  Influx  of  the  Sea  at  Norfolk 
Island — ^A  singular  Phoenomenon-^-Govemor  King  is  succeeded  by 
Governor  BIyth — George  Barrington-^Excursion  to  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains— ^New  Market  established — ^Vessels  seized  and  carried  away  by 
the  Convicts — ^Natives — Orphan  Schools— Warehouses  erected — 
Murders. 

In  the  month  of  October,  Lieutenant-Governor  Collins 
arrived  to  form  and  command  a  settlement  at  Port  Phillip : 
be  was  accompanied  by  detachments  of  marines  and  convicts ; 
but  the  situation  being  found  particularly  ineligible,  after 
communicating  with  the  Governor  in  chief,  be  removed  to 
the  river  Derwent,  where  he  arrived  on  the  IS^th  of  February^ 
1804,  and  a  very  extensive  settlement  was  speedily  formed 
there;  as,  in  addition  to  the  numbers  of  pei^sons  he  took  with 
him,  a  gceat  many  settlers  and  others  went  thither  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  since  that  place  had  been  ordered  to  be  evacuated. 
In  the  foUowiiig  April,  a  new  settlement  was  formed  at  the 
Coal  River,  now  called  King's  Town,  Newcastle  District,  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  and  a  short  distance  to  the  north- 
ward of  Port  Jacicson.  Previous  to  this  period,  some  form  of 
goyemment  had  been  adopted  at  that  place,  in  order  to  enable 
vessels  ^ing  there  to  procure  cedar  and  coals  with  greater 
facUity  ^  but,  on  account  of  the  increasing  trade,  the  governor 
considered  it  expedient  to  found  a  regular  settlement,  and 
thus  to  establish  a  commercial  intercourse  of  greater  im- 
portance. 

At  the  loonmenoement  of  the  year  1804,  the  tranquillity  of 
tbfi  colony  ex^mnQ^i  some  interroption.    It  has  been  men^ 
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^bodd  before  tlie  circumstances  of  the  importation  of  Irish 
convicts  in  the  year  1800,  and  of  their  attempts  to  disseminate 
-nmongst  their  fellow-prisoners  the  seeds  of  insubordination 
^nd  riot.  The  vigilance  and  prudence  of  Governor  Hunter, 
-at  thattime,  checked  the  rapid  progress  of  the  flame  of  sedi- 
tion ;  butf  although  apparently  extinguished,  the  fire  was  only 
smothered  for  a  >  time.  Discontent  had  taken  root,  and  its 
eradication  was  a  matter  of  more  difficulty  than  could  have 
'been  foreseen.  The  most  unprincipled  of  the  convicts  had 
icherishedthe  vile  principles  or  their  new  companions,  and 
.<yrily^  waited  for  the  maturity  of  their  designs  to  commence  the 
•execution  of  schemes  which  involved  the  happiness  and 
-security  of  the  whole  colony.  The  operations  of  these  dis- 
affected persons  had  hitherto  been  conducted  with  such 
secrecy,  that  no  suspicion  of  their  views  was  entertained,  un- 
-til  the  4th  of  March  in  this  year,  when  a  violent  insurrection 
broke  out  at  Castle  Hill,  a  settlement  between  Parramatta 
and  Hawkesbury,  and  the  insurgents  expressed  their  deter- 
mination to  emancipate  themselves  from  their  confinement, 
or  to  perish  in  the  struggle  for  liberty.  Information  of  the 
extent  and  alarming  appearance  of  this  mutiny  having  reach- 
ed the  Governor,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  on  the  following 
day,  to  proclaim  martial  law ;  and  a  party  of  the  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  Johnston,  were 
directed  to  pursue  the  rebels.  After  a  long  march,  the  mili- 
tary detachment  came  up  with  the  insurgents,  near  the  Ponds, 
about  half-way  between  Parramatta  and  Hawkesbury,  and  a 
short  parley  ensued,  when  the  Colonel  found  it  necessary  to 
fire  upon  them ;  and,  after  killing  several  of  the  misguided 
rebels,  and  making  prisoners  of  the  principals  who  survived, 
the  remainder  made  a  rapid  retreat.  Ten  of  the  leaders  of  this 
insurrection,  who  had  been  observed  as  particularly  conspicu- 
ous and  zealous  in  their  endeavours  to  seduce  the  rest,  were. 
tried  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  capitally  convicted.  Three 
were  executed  on  the  same  evening  at  Parramatta,  since  it 
was  justly  concluded,  that  measures  of  prompt  severity  would 
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have  a  gceater  efiect  upon  the  miods  of  diose  wiio  bad  for- 
saken their  allegiance.  On  the  following  day,  two  other  re- 
bels wece  executed  at  Sydney,  and  three  at  Castle  Hill :  the 
two  remaining  criminals  were  respited,  as  they  were  the  least 
corrupted,  and  bad  discovered  symptoms  of  sincere  remorse 
for  the  part  which  they  had  taken  in  the  l^e  operations.  On 
the  Stby  martial  law  was  repealed ;  and  from  that  moment  no 
disturbance  has  again  broken  in  upon  the  peace  of  the  settle- 
-iiient  of  a  serious  nature,  although  it  would  h^  too  inaqh  to 
suppose  that  the  seeds  of  insubordination  and  disorder  we^re 
entirely  eradicated  by  the  frustrated  event  of  the  first  endea- 
vour. Men  of  such  desperate  characters  as  are  to  be  found 
in  this  colony,  are  not  to  be  intimidated  by  punishment,  nor 
discouraged  by  failure  from  the  pursuit  of  that  career  of  de- 
pravity, which  is  become  dear  to  them  from  bahit ;  nothing 
short  of  death  can  destroy,  in  those  minds,  the  affection  for 
vice,  and  the  determination  to  gratify  their  ruling  passion,  in 
spite  of  obstacles,  however  alarming,  or  opposition,  however 
strenuous  and  vigilant.  Mr.  Dixon,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest, 
who  Imd  been  sent  under  an  order  of  transportation  from 
Ireland,  for  his  principles,  accompanied  Colonel  Johnston  on 
this  service,  and  proved  to  be  of  some  utility  in  bringing  back 
the  insurgents  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty.  It  cannot  be 
too  much  to  say,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Dixon,  before  and 
after  this  business,  was  siricily  ex^emphM'y*' 

In  May,  the  blessings  of  vaccination  were  introduced  into 
the  settlement^  and  all  the  young  children  were  iiuxrulated 
with  success ;  but  unfortunately,  by  some  means  as  yet  ua^ 
accounted  for,  the  virtue  has  been  lost,  and  the  colony  bi^ 
been  once  more  left  without  a  protection  froov  tluit  most 
dreadful  of  all  disorders,  the  smallrpox ;  of  the  fatal  cooae- 
q^uences  of  which  the  natives  have  niore  than  once  afforded 
the  most  dreadful  evidence,  their  loathsome  carcases  havii^ 
'  been  founds  while  this  disorder  wa9  prevalent  amongst  tbcim 
lying  about  the  b,each>  and  on  die  rocks.  In  fa^,  such  is  the 
terror  of  tl^s  disorder  amongst  these  untutored  soeus  of  mture, 
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that,  on  \t$  iqppeafance,  tbey  forsake  those  who  aie  bfected 
with  ity  leaving  them  to  die,  without  a  friend  at  hand>  or  assist- 
ance  to  smooth  the  aspect  of  deaths  and  to  fly  into  the  thick- 
est of  the  woods.  Their  superstition  leads  them  to^  consider 
it  as  an  infernal  visitation ;  and  its  effects  are  such  as  to  justify 
this  idea,  in  some  degree,  for  it  seldom  faib  to  desolate  9aA 
depopulate  whdc  districts,  and  strews  the  surface  of  the 
country  with  the  unburied  carcases  of  its  wretched  and  de- 
serted victims. 

During  the  violence  of  a  tempest  in  the  month  of  Sefilem* 
her,  a  ship  of  five  hundred  tons,  named  the  Lady  Barlow,  and 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Co.  whilst  lying  in  the 
Cove  at  her  moorings,  was  completely  overset  by  the  irrcsisti- 
Ue  fury  of  the  gale ;  but,  with  some  difficulty,  she  waa  raised 
Hgiain.  Considerable  damage  also  resulted  from  this  tiemendr 
OU9  storm  in  the  interior  of  the  settlement,  where  trees  were 
imited  up,  and  the  forests  were  almost  depopulated  of  their 
most  ancient  tenants.  Huts  were  blown  down  and  houses 
voroofed,  and  the  loss  to  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  was  such 
as  to  afford  a  serious  interruption  to  their  prosperity. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1 805^  Norfolk  Island  experienced  a 
considerable  influx  of  the  sea,  which,  from  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  the  occuirence,  is  worthy  of  mentbn.  The  tide 
first  ebbed  to  a  great  distance ;  when,  suddenly,  an  unusual 
swell  was  seen  coming  on,  which  occasioned  considerable 
alarm  to  the  colony,  to  whom  such  a  circumstance  was  en-^ 
tirely  novel :  it  rose  to  a  great  height,  and  retired  to  its  cbaur 
QCL  A  second  time  it  revisited  the  shore,  and  flowed  to  a 
more  considerable  height  than  before :  a  second  time  it  re* 
tiBsated;  and  once  again  returned,  with  a  fury  surpassing  its 
former  effi>rtB ;  paralyzing  the  spectators  with  terror,  who 
were  unable  to  imagine  where  the  extraordinary  swellinfi 
might  pause.  For  the  last  time,  however,  the  ocean  left  the 
shores,  without  having  caused  any  material  damage ;  and«  i« 
its  regress,  it  opened  the  secrets  of  the  deep,  and  dbplayed  to 
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^^  mortal  Iceii*'  rocks  which  had  remained  until  not^r  undis- 
covered. 

About  this  period,  a  mare^  belonging  to  a  settler  named 
Roger  Twyfieldy  at  Hawkesbury,  produced  a  foal,  without  any 
fore-legs,  or  the  least  appearance  of  any:  it  lived  for  some 
time,  fed  very  well,  and,  exclusive  of  its  natural  deficiency, 
-was  in  every  respect  a  remaricably  welUmade  animal.^  Such 
■a  singular  phoenomenon  in  nature  has  scarcely  a  parallel; 
and  probably  it  is  the  only  instance  of  an  imperfect  or  de- 
formed progeny  in  the  settlemnet.  Previous  to  the  death  of 
'this  singular  animal,  an  appearance  of  a  horn  was  discovered 
sprouting  from  its  forehead;  assimilating  it,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  supposed  liiycorn. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1806,  Governor  King  was  succeed- 
ed in  his  command  at  the  settlement  by  Governor  Bligh,  who 
arrived  from  England  for  that  purpose;  at  which  period  the 
/colony  was  in  a  state  of  growing  prosperity,  notwithstanding 
the  progress  of  cukivation  was  considerably  retarded  by  the 
frequent  overflowings  of  the  Hawkesbury,  which  never  fiiilcd 
to  produce  such  extensive  injury  to  the  settlers  on  its  banks, 
as  would  have  been  sufficient  to  discourage  men  of  much 
more  industry  and  perseverance  than  many  amongst  them. 

The  death  of  Mr.  George  Harrington,  who,  for  a  longtime, 
was  in  the  situation  of  chief  constable  at  Parramatta,  ought 
to  have  been  previously  adverted  to,  as  his  decease  took  place 
some  time  before  this  period.  During  his  residence  in  the 
45olony,  he  had  conducted  himself  with  singular  propriety  of 
conduct ;  and,  by  his  industry,  had  saved  some  money ;  but, 
for  a  considerable  time  previous  to  his  death,  he  was  in  a  state 
of  insanity,  and  was  constantly  attended  by  a  trusty  person. 
The  general  opinion  of  those  around  him  was,  that  he  brought 
on  this  malady,  so  destructive  to  the  majesty  of  man,  by  bis 
serious  and  sorrowful  reflexions  on  his  former  career  of  iniquity. 
His  death,  however,  was  that  of  a  good  man,  and  a  sincere 
christian.  He  expressed  a  very  considerable  degree  of  dis- 
pleasure, when  he  was  in  a  state  of  sanity,  at  his  name  being 
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affixed  to  a  narrative,  which  he  knew  only  hf  repDrt,  as  being 
about  to  be  published,  and  which  subsequently  did  appear,^ 
under  a  deceptions  mask. 

The  Blue  Mountains  have  never  yet  been^  passed,  so  that 
beyond  those  tremendous  barriers,  the  country  yet  remains 
unexplored  and  unknown.  Various  attempts  have,  at  differ- . 
ent  periods,  been  made  to  exceed  this  boundary  of  the  settle- 
ment ;  but  none  of  them  have  been  attended  with  the  wi^ed- 
for  effect.  M .  Barrallier,  a  French  gentleman,  late  an  ensigi^ 
in  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  has  been  further  across  tbaiv 
any  other  individual;  but  he  was  compelled  to  return  un* 
satisfied,  before  he  had  obtained  any  knowledge  of  the  trans- 
mountaneous  territory  which  he  longed  to  behold.  Mr. 
Mann,  who  has  published  a  brief  but  interesting  account  of 
this  colony,  made  an  excursion  to  these  mouotains  in  the  year 
1807,  ^^  I  ^as  accompanied*'  says  he,  ^^  by  an  European  and 
three  natives;  but  after  mounting  the  steep  acclivities  for 
four  days,  until  I  found  my  stock  of  provisions  sensibly  dimi* 
nishing;  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  re-trace  my  way  to  the 
habitable  part  of  the  settlement^  and  to  leave  the  task  of  ex« 
ploring  them  to  some  person  more  qualified,  mentally  as  well 
as  physically,  for  the  arduous  undertaking.  In  fine,  from  the 
specimen  I  had  acquired  during  this  journey,  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  snnound  this  task,  I  think  that,  after  travelling  a 
few  miles  over  them,  their  appearance  (although  so  amazing- 
ly grand)  is  sufficiently  terrific  to  deter  any  man  of  common 
perseverance  from  proceeding  in  his  design. 

*'  In  the  progress  of  my  undulating,  I  ascended  about  four  or 
five  stupendous  acclivities,  whose  perpendicular  sides  scarcely 
permitted  me  to  gain  the  ascent.  No  sooner  had  I  attained 
to  the  summit  of  one  of  these  cliffs,  flattering  myself  that  I 
should  there  find  the  termination  of  my  toil,  than  my  eye  was 
appalled  with  the  sight  of  another,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  my 
journey ;  when,  after  mounting  with  the  utmost  difiiculty  a 
fifth  of  these  mountainous  heights,  I  beheld  myself,  apparent- 
ly, as  remote  from  my  ultimate  object,  as  at  the  first  hour  of 
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ntf  qwttiog  the  level  country  beae«th.  Some  of  these  ridges 
presenled  to  the  eye  a  brilliant  verdure  of  the  most  knpDfeiiig 
nature,  while  others  had  the  appeanioce  of  uochanging 
steriUty,  relieved  by  the  interpositioii  of  pook  of  stagnant 
wader  and  running  streaois ;  there  ahrabs  and  trees  eniiveued 
the  scene,  and  here  barrenness  spread  its  dreary  arms,  and 
encircled  the  space  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  On  my 
return,  in  slidii^  down  the  steep  declirities,  I  so  completely 
lacerated  my  clothes,  that  they  scarcely  contained  sufficient 
power  to  cover  me.  I  saw  no  other  animals  or  reptiles,  during 
this  excursion,  than  those  which  are  common  througfaotit  the 
country. 

^  Were  it  not  for  the  existence  of  such  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles, is  it  to  be  supposed  that  persons  who  have  resided 
above  twenty  yeiurs  within  sight  of  this  Alphine  chain  of  hills, 
would  have  so  long  suppressed  a  curiosity,  of  the  existence  of 
which  every  day  gives  some  evidence,  and  have  remained  so 
totally  uninformed  as  to  the  nature  of  a  country,  from  which 
the  most  distant  part  of  the  settlement  is  far  from  being  re- 
mote ?  Or  is  it  probable  that  the  settlers,  who  reside  at  the 
very  base  of  the  mountains,  would  so  long  have  remained 
ignorant  of  the  space  on  the  other  side,  if  such  impassable 
impediments  did  not  intervene." 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  ]  808,  a  new  market 
was  established  on  a  part  called  the  Old  Parade,  near  to  the 
Orphan  House,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to  expedite  the 
building  of  the  shops.  The  market-days  are  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  when  a  considerable  number  of  farmers,  from 
the  districts  between  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  as  well  as  from 
other  quarters,  attend  with  the  produce  of  their  lands :  they 
also  bring  poultry,  vegetables,  fruit,  &e. ;  and  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  too  frequent  impositions  practised,  a 
clerk  of  the  market  has  been  appointed,  to  weigh  all  things 
that  may  be  required. 

Of  late  years,  a  number  of  vessels  have  been  seized  and 
carried  away  by  the  conricts,  amongst  whom  there  must  ever 
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be  nvmbers  who  will  eagerly  grasp  at  any  project  of  emanci- 
patiDg  themselves  which  occurs  to  their  minds.  Lately,  the 
Veousy  a  brig  belongiiig  to  Messrs.  Robert  Campbell  and  Co. 
kid«n  with  a  quantity  of  pnovisions  and  stores  to  supply  the 
settlements  to  the  southward,  and  a  very  handsome  brig,  called 
the  Harrington,  from  Madras,  were  seized  and  taken  off.-^ 
The  former,  when  she  had  reached  her  place  of  destination, 
after  coming  to  an  anchor,  an4  landing  the  master  with  dis^ 
patches  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  was  seized  by  some 
convicts  who  had  been  placed  on  board,  under  confinement^ 
aided  by  part  of  the  crew,  and  was  carried  beyond  the  reach 
ef  re-capture.  She  has  since  been  heard  of,  but  without  a 
probability  of  her  recovery.  The  latter  was  cut  out  of  Farm 
Cove,  and  was  carried  out  to  sea,  before  any  information  was 
received  on  the  subject.  This  transaction  was  planned  in  a 
very  secret  manner,  so  that  all  the  convicts  boarded  her  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night;  and,  although  the  vessel  lay  in  sight 
of  some  part  of  the  town,  and  within  the  fire  of  two  batteries, 
yet  nothing  was  discovered  of  the  circumstance  until  the 
Ibllowing  morning.  Upon  the  representation  being  made  to 
Colonel  Johnston,  that  officer  ordered  several  boats  to  be 
manned  immediately,  and  a  party  of  the  New  South  Wales 
oovps,  with  a  number  of  inhabitants  who  had  volunteered  their 
services,  to  use  evei^  means  to  re-take  the  vessel,  put  out  to 
sea;  but,  alter  rowing  and  sailing  for  several  hours,  they  were 
at  length  obliged  to  return,  without  ever  coming  in  sight  of 
the  Harrington.  Other  means  were  subsequently  tried  for 
the  recovery  of  the  vessel,  but  all  to  no  effect ;  the  convicts 
had  managed  their  matters  with  such  secrecy,  promptitude, 
and  skill,  as  totally  prevented  every  endeavour  io  counteract 
their  intention. 

The  natives  and  our  countrymen  are  now  somewhat  soci« 
aMe,  and  there  are  not  many  outrages  committed  by  either 
party.  I  believe  that  some  of  the  white  men  would  frequently 
be  more  severe  with  the  Aborigines,  when  caught  in  the  very 
act  of  committing  depredatbns,  but  the  circumstance  of  sevc-» 
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ral  settlers  being  capitally  convicted  of  the  murder  of  a  native 
boy,  in  January,  1800,  acts  as  a  check  on  their  violent  dis* 
positions,  and  prevents  the  recurrence  of  such  sanguinary 
proceedings.    Some  years  previous  to  this  period,  the  ^n>- 
peans  at  the  Hawkesbury  suffered  considerably  from  the 
marauding  inclinations  of  the  natives,  several  of  their  huts 
being  burned,  and  themselves  severely  wounded ;  their  corn- 
fields were  also  frequently  despoiled,,  and  their  future  promise 
blasted.     On  these  as  well  as  subsequent  occasions^  the  set- 
tlers, in  defence  of  their  persons  and  property,  were  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  arms,  the  natural  and  necessary  conse- 
quence of  which  was  the  destruction  of  some  of  the  plunder- 
ing tribes ;  but,  in  these  instances,  the  circumstances  justified 
the  deed,  and  the  Governor  sent  assistance  to  them,  rather 
than  the  contrary.    In  fact,  so  many  atrocious  deeds  were 
committed  by  one  of  their  leaders  at  Hawkesbury,  who  had 
long  been  a  determined  enemy  to  the  Europeans,  that  Gover- 
nor King  found  it  necessary  to  issue  an  order,  offering  a  re- 
ward to  any  person  who  should  kill  him  and  bring  in  his  head. 
This  was  soon  accomplished  by  artifice,  the  man  received  the 
reward,  and  the  head  was  sent  to  England  in  spirits  by  the 
Speedy.     Those  practices,  however,  had  now,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  done  away  with,  and  it  was  seldom  heard  thai 
any  steps  of  violence  were  pursued  on  either  side.    But  when 
thus  speaking  of  the  general  good  understanding  which  exists 
between  the  Europeans  and  natives,  it  must  be  understood  to 
be  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the  principal  settlements ;  for 
about  the  remoter  coasts  they  are  still  savages,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  narrative  of  an  occurrence  in 
April,   1808: — ^The  Fly,  colonial  vessel,  being  driven  into 
Bateman's  Bay  by  bad  weather,  had  occasion  to  send,  three 
of  her  crew  on  shore  to  search  for  water;  and  it  was  agreed, 
previous  to  their  departure,  that  in  case  of  any  appearance  of 
danger,  a  musket  should  be  fired  from  the  vessel,  as  a  signal 
for  the  immediate  return  of  those  who  had  landed.    Shortly- 
after  the  boat  had  reached  the  shore,  a  considerable  body  of 
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natives  assembled  round  the  boat,  and  a  musket  was  accord- 
ingly  discharged.  The  men  returned  to  the  boat  with  the 
utiflost  precipitation,  and  without  any  obstruction ;  but  they 
had  BO  sooner  put  off  from  the  shore,  than  a  flight  of  spears 
pursued  them,  and  was  succeeded  by  others,  until  the  whole 
^  the  three  unfortunate  men  fell  firom  their  oars,  and  expired 
beneath  the  attacks  of  their  enemies.  The  savages  immedi- 
ately seized  and  manned  the  boat;  and,  with  a  number  of 
canoes,  prepared  for  an  attack  upon  the  vessel  itself,  which 
narrowly  escaped  their  unprovoked  fury,  by  cutting  the  cable, 
with  all  possible  expedition,  and  standing  out  to  sea.  The 
names  of  the  unhappy  men  who  were  thus  murdered,  were 
Charles  Freeman,  Thomas.  Bligh,  and  Robert  Goodlet.  This 
melancholy  circumstance  affords  a  sufficient  illustration  of 
^he  dispositions  of  those  natives  which  are  remote  from  the 
settlements.;  and  as  no  .such  occurrences  have  taken  place 
amongst  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  of  the  country,  it  is  but 
a  fair  presumption  to  conclude;,  that  an  association  with 
Europeans  has  in  some  degree  polished  their  native  rudeness, 
lias  softened  the  cruelty  and  natural  violence  of  their  dispo- 
sitions, and  inculcated  into  their  breasts  some  principles  of 
humanity.  By  observing  the  conduct  of  the  new  settlers,  the 
savages  have  learned  to  imitate  their  actions,  and  to  discard  a 
fx>rtioD  of  that  barbarity  of  manners,  which  allied  them  to  the 
smaterial  creation. 

About  this  period,  two  persons  arrived ;  one  as  master  of 
she  female  Orphan  school,  and  the  other  to  superintend  the 
Jboys.;  but  as  the  school  for  the  latter  was  not  yet  erected,  an 
advertisement  was  immediately  ^ven  out  by  government,  to 
ascertain  the  numbers  of  the  youth  of  that  description,  in 
order  that  some  correct  idea  might  be  formed  of  the  extent  of 
the  projected  building.  The  female  school  was  established 
and  occupied  by  the  children,  who  were  considered  as  proper 
objects  of  the  charity,  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  1801, 
soon  after  Governor  King  took  the  command  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  b  a  fine  institution;  and  the  late  committee  have 
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so  acted,  as  to  reflect  honour  oa  the  task  which  they  ha?e  ao 
feelingly  undertaken.  Nor  can  the  chiklren  of  that  insiita* 
tk>n  ever  be  sufficiently  grateful  to  Mrs.  Pateraoo  and  M^or 
Abbots  as  well  as  to  some  few  others  of  the  several  eomoftitteeSi 
whose  judidotts  measures  and  well-^adapted  plans,  have  not 
only  contributed  to  their  present  comfort,  but  laid  a  Couad»- 
tion  for  their  being  brought  up  in  a  life  of  virtue  and  indciBdy, 
instead  of  becoming  the  objects  of  prastitutioo  and  mfamy. 
It  is  supported  by  different  duties  levied  on  merchandiae  by 
fines,  fees,  &c.  and  is  of  no  expense  to  the  crown.  The 
establishment  of  these  benevolent  asylums  for  the  ol&priog 
of  misery,  confers  a  high  degree  of  credit  on  their  originatois^ 
as  well  as  on  the  pec^le  amongst  whom  they  flourish,  and 
aflbrds  a  powerful  argument  to  combat.'thoBe  weak  and  obsti- 
nate prejudices  which  have  been  raised  against  this  eo^y, 
by  persons  of  little  information  and  less  liberality,  who,icasoD- 
ing  on  narrow  principles,  and  with  obscure  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, are  incredulous  of  the  good  which  exceeds  the  horizon  of 
their  own  bounded  perspective,  and  are  ever  amongst  the 
foremost  to  exclaim,  ^  Can  any  good  come  out  of  Nazareth  ?* 

A  complete  range  of  storehouses  was  completed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Parramatta  river,  and  another  had  been  oom* 
menced  close  by  the  wharf  at  Sydney.  The  necessity  for 
some  new  buildings  of  this  description  had  been  evident  for 
some  time,  as  the  chief  part  of  the  King's  storehouses,  wUek 
had  been  previously  erected,  were  unfortunately  so  remote 
from  the  water-side,  as  to  occasion  much  superikiona  labour, 
as  well  as  to  rendw  the  unloading  of  ^ips  extremely  burden- 
some and  expensive.  These  inconveniences  have,  however, 
been  considerably  lessened  by  the  new  arrangements ;  and 
the  pursuance  of  a  sinuhr  system  will  speedily  render  the 
port  inflnitely  more  commodious,  and  efiectualiy  remove  those 
grievances  which  were  caleidated  to  restrict  the  inftoi  a$ii 
increase  the  esHmaied  vnhie  of  mer diaodize, 

A  short  time  betoe  Mr.  Mann  left  die  setdemnnl,  two 
murders  were  conunitled>  by  tten  named  Blown  and  Kenny ; 
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the  ferflftftr  of  whom  bad  killed  sevend  men  at  the  southward^ 
aad  waft  hroi^ht  ftom  thence  to  Port  Jackson  for  trial,  where 
he  was  eoavictedy^executedy  and  subsequently  hung  in  chainB 
on  Ptnch-guty  a  small  island  in  the  centre  of  the  harbour 
leading  to  Sydney  G>ve.  The  latter  was  arraigned  for  the 
murder  of  a  woman  named  Soaith,  wins  after  be  had  perpe* 
tmted  the  deed,  endeavoured  to  consume  the  body  of  hi^ 
vicrtim,  by  thrttsting  it  in  the  fire.  He  was  executed,  and 
hung  in  chains  at  Parramatta. 


CHAP.    XXXV. 


Order Jto  b«  ohsenred  in  the  pjreceding  Narrative-^LRDd  in  CultiratiQii 
-^Agriculture — ^Wage9 — Stock — ^Wise  Regulations  of  Colonel  John- 
ton  and  Lieutenant^^vernor  Fo? eauic — ^Piiee  of  Prorisions — Trade 
and  Manufacture — Population — ^Religion — Morals— Amusement^^ 
Military  Force — ^Nativcs. 


In  the  pneceding  narrative,  which  deducts  die  state  of  the 
colony  down  to  the  dose  of  the  year  1809,  we  have  not  ad- 
verted to  the  singular  and  abrupt  termination  of  the  power 
and  authority  of  Governor  Bligh,  nor  to  the  diffisrcnt  revolu- 
tions in  the  afiairs  of  the  oolony  which  followed  that  event. 
In  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work  we  purpose  to  give  an  ac- 
curate and  connected  account  of  that  business^  down  to  the 
trial  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  for  usurping  die  govern- 
ment of  the  colony,  and  deposing  the  lawful  governor.  Be- 
fore entering  on  this  subject,  we  shall  present  our  readers 
with  a  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  drawn  princi- 
pally from  the  report  of  Mr  Mann,  who  resided  many  years  in 
the  settlement,  and  from  the  official  situations  he  held,  en- 
joyed the  means  of  obtaining  the  most  cwrect  informadoii 
on  this  subject  whereby  the  reader  may  foim  just  and  indis- 
puubk  estimates  of  the.  increase  of  the  settlement;  of  its 
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growth  in  population  and  extent,  as  well  as  in  the  means  of 
supporting  its  increased  members.  This  division  of  the  sub- 
ject will  also  afibrd  the  political  philosopher  new  materials 
for  calculation,  on  a  subject  so  interesting,  so  important  to 
the  civilized  world,  as  the  colonization  and  cultivatioD  of 
those  remote  parts  of  the  universe,  which  may,  at  some  fu- 
ture period,  be  made  the  seats  of  new  empires,  by  draining 
off  from  the  old  world  that  superfluity  of  population,  which, 
like  an  insupportable  burden  of  fruit  on  a  tree,  unless  re* 
moved,  would  tend  to  depress  and  destroy  the  trunk  which 
produced  and  supported  it. 

The  following  account  of  land  in  cultivation  was  taken  in 
1809,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Foveaux,  and  makiog 
a  part  of  the  several  tracts  granted  by  the  crown  to  settlers, 
&c.  as  described  in  the  survey,  stood  as  follows : — 

Belonging  to  the  Crown, 

Acres  in  wheat  • .  100 

Belonging  to  Officers. 

Acres  of  wheat               •  •  326| 

Ditto  of  maize                ..  178 

Ditto  of  barley               •••  22| 

Ditto  of  oats                  ..  IS 

Ditto  of  pease  and  beans  1| 

Dhto  of  potatoes            ..  19f 

Ditto  of  orchard             .  •  85 

Ditto  of  flax  and  hemp   . .  6 

Belonging  to  Settlers 

Acres  of  wheat             . .  6460| 

Ditto  of  maize              ..  3211 

Ditto  of  barley               .  512 

Ditto  of  oats                ..  79| 

Ditto  of  pease  and  beans  98| 

Ditto  of  potatoes         ..  281| 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  399 

Ditto  of  turnips  13 

Ditto  of  garden  and  orchard  481 

Ditto  of  flax,  hemp,  and  hops  28^ 

Total— 6887  acres  of  wheat,  3389  acres  of  maize,  534| 
acres  of  barley,  92 j  acres  of  oats,  lOOj  acres  of  pease  and 
beans,  301  acres  of  potatoes,  13  acres  of  turnips,  546  acres  of 
orchard  and  garden,  34|  acres  of  flax,  hemp,  and  hops. 

The  following  is  the  general  course  of  cultivation  adopted,^ 
and  justified  by  experience: — 

January. — ^The  ground  intended  for  wheat  and  barley  to 
be  sown  in,  ought  to  be  now  broken  up ;  carrots  should  also 
be  sown,  and  potatoes  planted  in  thb  month  are  most  produc- 
tive for  the  winter  consumption. 

February, — ^A  general  crop  of  turnips  for  sheep,  &c« 
should  be  sown  this  month,  the  land  having  been  previously 
manured,  cleared,  ploughed,  &c.  This  is  also  the  proper 
month  for  putting  Cape  barley  in  the  ground  for  green  food 
for  horses,  cattle,  &c. 

March, — Strawberries  should  be  planted  this  month,  and 
onions  for  immediate  use  should  be  sown.  All  forest  land 
should  be  now  sown  with  wheat;  and  turnips,  for  a  general 
crop,  in  the  proportion  of  one  pound  of  seed  to  an  acre  of 
land. 

jipril, — ^From  the  middle  of  this  month,  until  the  end  of 
May,  is  the  best  season  for  sowing  wheat  in  the  districts  of 
Richmond  Hill,  Phillip,  Nelson,  and  Evan,  as  it  is  not  so 
subject  to  the  caterpillar,  smut,  rust,  and  blight.  Oats  may 
also  be  sown  now  for  a  general  crop.  Asparagus  haulm 
should  also  be  cut  and  carried  off  the  ground,  and  the  beds 
dunged. 

May. — Pease  and  beans  for  a  field  crop  should  be  sown  in 
this  month ;  but,  in  gardens,  at  pleasure,  as  you  may  be  sup- 
plied with  them,  as  well  as  most  other  vegetable  productions, 
sallads,  &c.  nearly  at  all  times  of  the  year.  . 

June, — This  is  the  best  season  for  transplanting  all  kinds 
of  fruit  trees,  except  evergreens;  layers  may  also  be  now 
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made,  and  cuttings  planted  from  hardy  trees.  Spring  barley 
should  be  sown  tlils  month  upon  all  rich  knd^  three  busheb 
to  an  acre. 

•/m/j^— Potatoes  which  were  planted  in  January  are  now  fit 
for  digging.  Stocks  to  bud  and  plant  upon  should  now  be 
transplanted ;  cabbage  and  carrots  may  be  sown  ;  and  straw- 
1>erries  shottkl  be  cleaned,  and  have  tlieir  spring  dressing. 

<^i^«/.*— Potatoes  must  now  be  planted  for  general  sum- 
mer use  ;  the  ground  prepared  for  clover  at  this  season  is  best. 
Cucumbers  and  radons  of  all  kinds  should  now  be  sown,  and 
evergreens  transplanted.  Vines  ought  to  be  cut  and  trimmed 
early  in  thb  month.  Ground  may  this  month  also  be 
ploughed  for  the  reception  of  maize,  md  turnip  land  prepared 
for  grass. 

£<^MtiAer.«*— This  is  the  best  season  for  grafting  frait- 
trees,  and  the  ground  should  be  entirely  prepared  for  planting 
with  maize.  Grass-seed  or  ckwer  should  be  sown  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  month,  if  the  weather  is  favourable,  and  there 
h  a  ptfoapeet  of  rains. 

Octei«r.— All  fruit-trees  now  in  bearing  sb^uM  be  eiam* 
ined>  and  where  the  fruit  is  set  too  thick,  it  must  be  reduced 
to  a  moderate  quantity.  The  farmer  should  plant  aa  much 
of  his  maize  this  month  as  possible,  and  clean  ground  for  fo* 
tatoea. 

ISkwember.-^ln  this  month  the  Iiarvest  beeoraea  general 
throogbout  the  colony,  and  no  wheat  ought  to  be  stacked  up* 
on  the  gfound,  as  the  moistitre  wUch  arises  from  the  earth  n^ 
cends  thtough  the  stacks  and  tends  raueh,  in  this  warm  cli- 
mate, to  inoreaae  the  weevib,  which  prove  very  destructive  to 
the  wheat.  Evergreens  may  now  be  propagated  by  layers,  aad 
cabbage,  lettuce^  and  turnips  sown. 

JD0eitiKbr.-«-The  stubbie-ground  iaffcquently  planted  with 
mm»  ift  this  month,  so  that  it  produces  a  crqi  of  wke^  aiid 
another  of  maize  in  the  same.year;  but  the  ptdicy  of  thus  for* 
oiBg"  the  ground  ia  much  questsoned-  by  nuiny  experienced 
agneubariatS)  aod  is  supposed  to  have  led  toi  the.  ruin  of  scene 
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of  these  avaricious  farmers.  Cauliflower  and  brocoli  seeds 
may  now  be  sown. 

The  prices  paid  for  planting,  clearing  ground^  &c.  is  as  fol- 
lows, according  to  the  regulations  specified  in  the  general  or- 
ders:— ^For  felling  forest- timber,  10s.  per  acre;- for  burning- 
off  ditto,  25s.  per  acre ;  for  breaking  up  newgrounH,  24s,  per 
acre ;  for  breaiking  up  stubble  or  corn  land,  13s.  4d.  per  acre; 
for  chipping  in  wheat,  6s.  -Sd.  per  acre;  for  reaping  ditto,  8s. 
per  acre;  for  threshing  ditto,  7d.  per  bushel;  for  planting 
maize,  6s.  8d.  per  acre ;  for  hilling  ditto,  6s.  8d,  per  acre; 
and  for  pulling  and  husking  ditto,  5d.  per  bushel. — ^Thc  hours 
of  public  labour  are  from  Sunrise  to  eight  o'clock,  and  (Sun- 
days excepted)  from  niner  to  three.  On  Saturdays,  on  ac- 
count of  the  stores  being  open  for  the  issue  of  provisions,  the 
hours  are  from  sunrise  to  nine  o'clock. 

Yearly  wages  for  servants,  with  board  10/.;  weekly  ditto, 
with  provisions,  6s. ;  daily  wages,  with  board  Is,;  and  daily 
wages,  without  board,  2s.  6d. 

The  following  is  an  accurate  account  of  live  stbck,  taken* 
at  the  same  iiine  as  the  preceding  statement  of  land  in  culti- 
vation : —      '; 

Belonging  to  the  Crown. 


Male  Horses 

28 

Female  ditto    . 

19 

Bulb 

21 

Cows 

1791 

Oxen 

1800 

Male  sheep 

395 

Female  ditto 

604 

Belonging  to  Officers. 

Male  horses 

81 

Female  ditto   " 

i     146 

Bulls 

■  -'58 

3  E 
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Cows                          •  • 

UU 

Oxen 

S96 

yUtAotf 

S63» 

VmBiBim» 

saw 

iUeSWto 

40 

Vimieiitt»                >. 

7» 

lUeitip 

4W 

AvHleditta 

6S2 

]ftUmgiHfi0S^limn. 

M»le  hqnes 

?58 

F«wsl«iitt?. 

329 

^Hlb 

40 

Cows 

1906 

Q»en 

1172 

M«k8b«ffp 

7449 

Female  ditto 

15327 

M»i««p«*s. 

791^ 

Fetnv^editto 

1«7P 

Male  pigs 

7693 

Female  ditto 

7435 

Belonging  to  Persons  not  hoiding  Imi, 

Male  horses 

44 

f\smale  ditto 

35 

Bt4fc 

19 

COOB 

807 

Oxeo 

V» 

IkWe  sheep      . 

sn 

Female  ditto 

1222 

Male  goats 

97 

Female  ditto 

296 

Mfle  pigs 

1641 

Female  ditto 

157« 
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hnHa,  5115  com;  8771  oxen;  10B07  male  sheep,  22|451 
fcmale  dittD;  M6  mak  goats,  2039  feinale  ditto;  9820 vwte 
pigs,  and  9548  female  ditto. 

Hie  common  lands  m  the  varicos  dbttictSr^vbidh  were  lo- 
catled  in  perpetoitjr  in  1804,  dre  now  felt  very  ^rvioeabk^ 
9saA  wtte  jttat  gttiBNJd  Ht  a  period  that  prevented  any  of  A^ 
Metiers  fhmi  being  AonmgUjr  enclosed,  so  that  every  ^raziet 
lias  now  an  opportunity  of  feeding  hk  stock  thereon,  withMt 
^cMining  hiflasetf  to  the  quantity  of  land  he  chooses  to  ould» 
Mte  on  his  own  (hrm* 

Ftom  the  above  statements  it  will  most  cmalnly  appear, 
tfnlt  the  colotiy  is  in  a  very  flonrisbing  stale,  nnd,  no  doubt, 
-^fiii  MMi  become  independem  of  the  mother  country.  If  these 
iHMHods  Are  por^aed  which  are  best  calcohited  to  promote 
this  toA.  No  one  step  has  latterly  been  taken  to  facilitate 
ibk  desirable  object  more  than  the  measures  adopted  by  Ck>- 
tonel  SiAkmitHM  and  LiemenantXjovemor  FVyveanx,  who  di»- 
tiibnfed  the  breeding  cattle  amongst  the  industrioos  and  de- 
lerving  settlers;  a  step  which  has  prbduced  benefits  of  a  two- 
Md  nature—claying  the  foundation  for  the  more  rapid  increase 
Of  smek,  and  affording  a  stiaaulns  to  meritDrkms  ea»rtion8«  In 
the  districts  about  Hawkesbury,  the  grain  yields  abundantly; 
but  in  the  other  settlements  It  i6  less  productive  2  The  rea- 
eOn  ^f  this  distinction  must  be  chieily  obvious  to  the  reader  df 
^Ihe  preceding  sketch.  In  the  liability  of  the  soil  at  the  former 
-seUtetfi^tot  to  frequent  inundations,  which  serve  eVery  purpose 
Ifrtasahure,  and  uniformly  keep  the  ground  in  a  mellow  ^tate* 
Ik  has  been  erroneously  stated,  that  the  average  produoeof  the 
tamd  in  New  South  Wales  is  siicty  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre; 
lMttitiswMl*kiiownihattwenty^flve  bushels  an  acre  will  be 
fabnd  thfc  full  ektent  of  thereven^  pitxiuce.  'When  a  com.- 
fterboii  is  made  botweti  the  present  state  of  the  eountry  and 
iti  Umber -eondltion,  theihiprovements  will  appear  eonsidofw 
lMetiragfie(dinrey4mdfAnOst  incredible  in  «very  other  rea^ 
pect    The  season  for  the  gathering  in  of  the  wheat  has  been 
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gradually  accelerated,  ever  sioee  the  GammeDceinent  of  tlie 
colony ;  and  the  harvest  of  the  last  year  commenoed  nearly  a 
month  sooner  than  it  did  at  the  first:  The  fruit  seemed  tiso 
later. 

The  following  was  the  current  price  of  Articles  of  Food, 
in  the  year  1809  :*— Wheat  12s.  per  bushel;  maize  5s.  per 
bushel;  barley  5s.  per  bushel ;  oats  4s.  6d.  per  bushel;  pota- 
toes lOs.  per  cwt*;  turnips  4d.  per  bunch;  carrots  6d.per 
bunch ;  cabbages  3d.  each;  lemons  6d.  per  dos&en ;  peaches 
J2d,  per  dozen ;  apples  2s.  per  dozen  ;  pears  3s.  per  dozen ; 
strawberries  Is.  per  quart;  quinces  2s.  per  dozen;. water 
melons  9d.  each ;  musk  and  other  melons  Is.  ciich ;  apricots 
Is.  per  dozen;  mulberries  Is.  per  quart;.  Cape  gooseberries 
8d.  per  quart;  native  currants  8d.  per  quart;  oranges^  rasp- 
berries, grapes,  plumbs,  almonds,  pomegranates,  limes,  shad- 
docks, citrons,  pine-4ipples,  nectarines,  and  guavas,  are  to  be 
procured;  but  their  prices  are  variable,  some  of  them  beiog 
more  scarce  than  others.  Cucumbers  Id.  each,  mushrooms 
8d.  per  quart,  French  beans  4d.  per  quart,  onions,  2Qs.  per 
cwt  peas  Is.  per  quart,  beans  9d.  per  quart,  asparagus  2s.  per 
hundred,  artichokes  6d.  eacli,  spioage  Is.  per  dish,  pumpkins 
6d.  each,  cauliflowers  6d.  each,  brocoli  6d.  per  dish,  figs  3d. 
per  dozen.  Beet-root,  lettuces,  raddishes,  sallad  of  all  kinds, 
horse-raddisb,  samphire,  water-cresses,  celery,  endive,  and 
herbs  of  every  description,  are  extremely  plentiful  and  to  be 
purchased  at  reasonable  rates. 

Animal  food  is  to  be  procured  at  the  following  prices  :*— 
Beefls.  3dp  per  lb.;  mutton  Is.  3d.  per  lb.;  pork  Is. per 
lb* ;  lamb  Is,  Sd.  per  lb. ;  kangaroo  8d.  per  lb.  (the  flesh  df 
this  animal  is  somewhat  similar  in  taste  to  English  beef,  but 
xAther  inferior^  owing  to  the  want  of  fat ;  goat  mutton  la.  per 
lb.;  turkeys.  10s.  each;  geese  Ss:  toch;  ducks  4s.  each; 
'MusQOvy  ducks  5s.  each  ;<  fowls  ^.  6d.  each ;  wild  ducks  2b. 
eaeb;  teal  is.  3d.  <»ch;  irabbits  4$^each;,;mt;tii]^fKlgl  5s. 
each;  pigeons  is.  3d.  each si kids  2is.  ead\;  eg^/la,«:M..peff 
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doKen;  butter  68.  p^r  lb. ;  milk  Is.  per  quart;  cheese  2s.  6d. 
per  lb.$  eystere  Is.  per  quart;  and  lobsters  Is.  each. 

Fish  is  exceedingly  numerous  of  every  description,  and  if 
very  good  as  well  as  moderate  in  charge.  A  turtle  was  caught 
xecently  in  Broken  Bay,  with  a  hook,  weighing  seven  hundred 
weight,  which  was  fetailed  to  the  inhabitants  at  4d.  per  lb* 

The  following  is  to  be  considered  as  a  full  weekly  ration^ 
which  is  issued  from  the  stores  whenever  there  is  a  sufficiency 
widiout  a  prospect  of  want,  to  those  who  are  in  the  employ  of 
government  :-*^ven  pounds  of  salt  beef,  or  four  pounds  of 
aalt'povk ;  eight  pounds  of  flour  or  meal,  or  an  addition  of  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  wheat  to  each  pound,  if  it  cannot  be 
ground;  pease  or  other  pulse,  three  pounds;  six  ouAcesof 
sugar  in  lieu  of  butter.  The  same  quantity  is  to  be  given  by 
their  employer  to  those  who  are  indented  to  settlers,  &c. ;  but 
as  frequent  alterations  are  necessarily  made,  according  to  the 
pressure  of  circumstances,  the  deficiency  is  generally  made 
up  with  maize. 

A  manufactory  has  been  established  for  coarse  woollen 
blanketing  or  rugs,  and  coarse  linen  called  drugget;  a  linen 
of  a  very  good  quality  has  also  been  produced,  which  has 
been  disposed  of  to  settlers,  &c.;  and  issued  from  the  stores 
to  those  who  labour  for  the  crown.  The  spinning  has  been 
done  by  the  female  convicts,  and  the  weaving,  &c.  by  the 
male.  The  person  who  superintended  this  department,  for 
sooie  time,  was  George  Mealmaker,  a  well-known  political 
chaiacler  in  North  Britain ;  but  he  has  been  dead  some  yeai% 
and  the  manufectory,  which  adjoins  the  gaol  at  Parramatta^ 
has  been  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire ;  consequently,  'the 
piogress  which  would  have  been  made  in  this  manufacture 
has  been  greatly  retarded.  When  Mr  Mann  left  the  colony^ 
])Owever,  a  very  deserving,  respectable,  and  persevering  .set- 
tler, at  Hawfcesbury,  was  about  to  cooimence  in  that  way  oj^ 
a  very  extensive  scale;  ffx  which  laudable  purpose  he  had 
s0wn  several  acres  with  flax  and  hemp,  and  it  is  hoped  his 
MertioQS  wiU  tend  to  benefit  th^^^otony,  to  which  the  esta* 
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^Hsbmim  of  n  mttiofsctoiy  of  this  dttoripdoh  hn  been  tm^ 
an  object  )arrdeiftiyti>  be  desired;  mditis-to  be  bftped,liatt 
«he  «ftin  of  th&  <tew  spedriator  will  be  efOTMd  vri^ 
im»fvUch  it  60  feiliinetitiy  deserves. 

ttittletther  nnade  frosi  tht  ^kiBs  of  entdle^  iciii||ttroo,  miI» 
&ek  kft  €K«retiie)y  good^  und  ai^  tanned  by  n  baric  which 
gHfm  in  the  fidttlenftetft  much  soboer  than  «  simiiftr  operation 
h  petfehned  in  iSdglMid.  The  sole  leather  eawaot  be  snr- 
passed  ift  poibt  of  goodtiess;  end  every  imprei^enent  whidi 
can  take  ft&tn  eompethion  may  natufidiy  be  expected^  ainct 
tbCfre  tett  alrtreriil  persons  m4io  folW  this  line  of  bnaiiieSB  both 
ttC  SyAaey  and  Parra^wtta. 

Setetd  potteries  have  been  established;  bnt  the  nost 
telebrated  iliannfa<^tiTer  of  this  description^  named  Slcinner, 
lately  died.  His  dishes,  plates,  bisons,  covers^  cKps  a&d 
sauMrs,  teapots^  and  chimney  ornaments,  were  in  li  very 
^^trperior  style  of  workmanship;  and  other  usefal  arddes 
equally  handsome. 

''  Tobacco-pipes,  which,  some  years  ago,  at  the  dieapest 
periods  cost  sixpence  each,  are  now  manufectnred  in  die 
ttettlement,  of  a  very  good  qnality,  and  are  retailed  firf  oiie 
^nny  each.  The  great  propensity  to  smoking  which  precis 
throughout  the  colony,  causes  an  astonishing  consutnptioo  of 
this  article,  ahd  has  well  repaid  the  original  speculator. 

Salt  is  made  in  gteat  abundance  from  ^alt  water ;  and)af]gfc 
Mt^pans  hate  beeiA  erected  at  Rose  Bay,  whelit^e^  adidat 
NewcBsrOc,  great  iiuantiti^  are  tuede  and  sent  to  Sfiney. 
A  phin,  howler,  hftd  been  proposed  to  the  gotterMf,  kft 
*tnakit]|g  it  by  evapot^tion,  which  it  Was  stippdiied  wmld  kit 
'faUlittd  ititiy  effect ;  it  was  \h  agitation,  and  vms  neMy  bNttghi 
tio  peffeeitfon  when  this  statement  wa*i  made. 

Sotfie  Vety  palteitable  beei^  is  b^ew^d  Hi  the  ^set1#ed)!mt^  at 
Ibut  lixt^^iVfe  In'ewieries;  6n«  at  Sydatfy,  one  at*  KisAig 
Pbint,  dine  at  PaTTamatta,  and  the  Mh^  at  H^wlMl^tery }  ind 
a  tiuniber  off  persons  btie#  their  own  beftt.  ■  Sbifl«  }flipftyi%- 
Vlents  faei^  mAy  ytt  bt  looted  fibr,  ^it)ce  at  ftt^^^Ut  dM  gMli 
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fpiyiHklied  vefjr  faidly  in  the  eolony^  whiab  i^  tttnbiit<)d  mm^ 
to  the  imat  of  jmofer  ulensib  th&n  toy  defici^B^y  of  abiUtyk 
In  a  ahofft  timfl  also  tb^  will  b«  epabM  ta  grow  a  suffiewtacgr 
of  hops  10  the  setttanoiit  for  every  pRrpp9^  wkhout  h^ing 
CQ«»peUe4»  as  at  prasent*  to  have  recoDrae  to  tlus  notber 
cflNAlry  for  thb  aecefiitiry  article* 

Eight  wiiid-ioiUa  have  been  erected  for  t]»e  purpoee  oC 
giindiDg  earai  and  a  water-iiiiU>  which  had  beeo  erected  at 
ParrwMtra^  ha»  moat  w>fortuoately,  been  lately  dfKtaoyod  \oiji 
aiood. 

Hiere  aie  four  aactioDeen»  or  vendue  masters^  m  tfia  aet>« 
tlement;  two  at  Sydney,  one  at  Pammatta,  and  ono  at 
Hawkeabuiy :  tbey  luu^ly  charge  five  pi^  Oent  on  salea. 

The  sitopa  are  panioularly  reapactabk>  aadldeiionMkfid  with 
much  taste.  Artides  of  female  apparel  and  oraattient  aj» 
gmedily  purchased;  for  the  European  women  in  the  settlieti 
ment  spare  no  expense  in  ornamenting  thefr  peraans^  and  uk 
dreasy  each  seems  to  vie  with  the  other  !«■  eKtrauaganee^ 
The  costliness  of  the  Exterior  there,  as  well  fiSi  in  most  other 
parts  of  the  world,  is  meantas  the  mark  of  sitpefioei^y ;.  but 
eoQffers  very  little  grace,  and  much  less  virtue,  on  its  wtaieg^ 
when  s]ieaUng  of  the'  daahing  belles  who  genesilly"  fiKMgnnt 
the  Rocks,  who  may  often  be  seen  of^aaevenitaigafctimdija 
the  greatest  splendour,  and  4m  the  following  morning  ai»  bid 
from  public  view  with  cKtremely  meaaattira.  i 

Spirits  are  also  bought  up  with  astnniahi^g  rapidity ;  aod^. 
when  prohibited,  ,will  ever  be  obtained  by  some  means  m 
adier,  and  it  as  been  known  to  sell  aa  high  as  thirty  shillinga 
pen  bottle ;  the  general  prke  by  the  retailer,  howevec^  is  fton^ 
ten  to  sixteen  shilling  per  bottle.  Most  of  the  people  in  tho 
colony,  male  and  female,  give  way  to  excessive  dpiMtJng. 
Wines  are  not  so  eagerly  sou^t  a(irer,and  are  therefore  more 
reaaoofthle  than  mght  be  expected;  but  if  the  rage  foe 
luxuriea  continues  to  inciease  ia  the  same  proportion  as  it  baa 
done  for  the  last  few  years^  it  mast  anm  obtain  an  anhaMed 
pik^  and  a  more  rapid  sale.    The  evib  eonaequsqt  upon  thp 
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finrei$ttoiii«i(-  use  of  thiese  articles,  are  such  as  to  justify  the 
most  poignant  regrets  that  tbey  should  be  held  in  such  esti^ 
mation  by  all  descriptions  of  persons,  since  thqr  have  proved 
from  their  first  introduction  into  the  rolony,  and  still  continue 
to  be,  the  fertile  sources  of  social  disorder,  of  domestic  misery, 
of  disorders,  and  of  death.  It  is  to  no  purpose  that  the  higher 
orders  set  examples  of  sobriety  and  temperance ;  it  is  of  no 
avail  that  the  governor  uses  every  prudent  exertion  to  restnin 
the  imjcnoderate  traffic  in  these  pernicious  liquors ;  threats, 
intreaties,  and  punishments,  are  equally  useless ;  and  whSe 
spirits  are  to  be  procured,  the  inhabitants  will  possess  them 
8t  the  prite  of  every  other  comfort  of  life. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  when  on  this  subject,  to  advert  to 
a  singular  circumstance  respecting  the  specie  of  the  settle- 
ment The  copper  coin  which  was  sent  out  by  government 
has  most' surprisingly  decreased,  as  very  little  indeed  is  now 
ittied'  currently.  No  reason  can  be  assigned  for  its  rapid 
diminution,  as  it  was  issued  in  the  colony  in  the  first  instance 
at  one  hundred  per  cent,  above  its  real  value.  The  scarcity 
of  this  specie,  at  all  events,  operates  as  an  obstruction  to  trade ; 
and  some  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  cause  of 
complaint,  1^  filling  up  the  deficiency  which  has  so  unac^ 
eountably  taken  place. 

i  There  are  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  in- 
habitants in  the  settlement,  out  of  which  number  upwards  of 
six  thousand  support  themsdves,  and  the  rest  are  victualled 
and  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  crown,  Most  men  of  a 
tsade  or  profession  pursue  their  calling ;  and  labourers  are 
either  employed  by  settlers  to  cultivate  their  bnds,  and 
in  various  occupations,  or  work  in  different  gangs,  where  tbey 
can  be  serviceable. 

When  a  transport  arrives  with  {Mrisoners,  their  irons  are 
immediately  knocked  off  ^f  this  has  not  been  previously  d<xie), 
unless  some  powerful  reason  exists  to  justify  an  exception 
from  this  rule.  The  muster  is  taken  by  the  commissary,  who 
gives  receipts  for  every  thing  belonging  to  the  crown;  the 
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list,  with  remarks,  is  given  to  the  govemoc^  who  orders  daem. 
to  what  part  of  the  settlement  he  thinks  pioper,  where  the 
deficiency  of  hands  in  agricultural  or  oth^r  employiiietits 
renders  such  an  acquisition  desirable. 

The  behaviour  of  the  prisoners  has  recently  been  much 
less  exceptionable  than  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  settlement^' 
and  they  seem  to  have  accommodated  their  dispositions,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  their  new  situations;  those  who  are  guilty  of 
thefit  h^ve  latterly  been  transported  to  some  remote  settle-* 
ment,  and  thb  system  of  punishment  has  been  found  more 
efficacipua  than  the  inflictioD  of  castigation,  or  any  other  coiw 
|>oraL  punishment,  since  they  feel  an  imGonquerable*  repng*- 
nance  to  the  idea  of  a  separation  from  their  old  connectioias 
and  companions,  and  a  removal  to  a  solitary  scene,  wbera 
they  cannot  hope  for  any  opportunities  of  recommencing 
those  pursuits  which  are  so  truly  congenial  to  theif  dispositiona. 

The  children  born  in  this  colony  from  European  parents^ 
are  very  robust,  comely,  and  well  made ;  nor  is  there  a  solir 
tary  instance  of  one  being  naturally  deformed.  They  are  re«- 
markaUy  quick  of  apprehension ;  learn  any  thing  with  unr 
common  rapidity;  and  greatly  improve  in  good  manners^  pnv 
mising  to  become  a  fine  race  of  people. 

The  religion  most  generally  followed  in  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales,  is  that  established  according  to  the  nss^  of 
ithe  Church  of  England ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  satisfiBurtkm  to 
observe  that  the  churches  are,  generally  speakii^,  well  attend- 
ed. A  great  part  of  the  military  corps,  whh  then*  officers, 
uniformly  attend  ^vine  service.  A  Roman  Catholic  priest 
(the  Rev.  Mr.  I^on)  was  formerly  allowed  by  government 
to  preach  in  public,  but  this  indulgence  has  been  subsequent- 
ly withdrawn  from  some  cause  or  other;  and  this  alteration 
is  attributed  to  the  seditious  conduct  of  the  Iridi  prisoners, 
some  years  since,  in  which  it  was  proved  that  another  priest 
.  (Mr«  Haidd)  bore  a  oonspicnoos  part,  ttpholdbg  and  en- 
couraging the  designs  of  those  who  entertained  schemes 
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iniimcal  to  the  exisdng  govenuneiit,  and  subversire  of  tto 
velftre  of  the  colony. 

Some  of  the  Missionary  Society  preach  at  the  oat  settle- 
mentB,  frequently  on  a  Sunday,  with  vaiious  success;  and  it 
is  much  to  be  hunented,  that  in  the  selection  of  these  men, 
vrho  are  sent  out  to  enlighten  and  instruct  the  ignorant, 
greater  attention  b  not  paid  to  their  qualifications;  and  the 
abuses  which  are  practised  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  in 
these  remote  parts  of  the  world,  call  aloudly  for  a  close  in- 
vestigation, and  a  total  reformation  of  the  system.  That  there 
are  amongst  these  Missionaries  men  of  strict  fidelity,  whose 
hearts  are  engi^;ed  in  the  task  they  have  undertaken,  and 
whose  conduct  has  justly  gained  them  the  esteem  and  vene- 
ratbn  of  all  classes,  is  a  fact  which  no  dispassionate  observer 
can  deny ;  but  it  is  also  equally  notorious,  that  there  are  too 
Jnany  of  an  opposite  description,  who  practise  every  vice,  and 
do  the  most  serious  injury  to  that  sacred  cause  to  which  they 
have  been  delegated,  and  have  engaged  to  support.  If  greater 
pains  were  taken  in  the  choice  of  servants,  the  Missionaiy 
institution  might  tend  to  the  more  rapid  promotion  of  the 
knowledge  of  religion ;  but  the  work  will  be  retarded  while 
improper  instruments  are  used. 

The  natives  are  in  general  very  superstitious,  and  entertain 
some  singular  notions  respecting  their  deceased  friends  and 
oountrymen,  accounts  of  which  are  already  given^  Their 
^unnal  ceremonies  are  extremely  impressive,  and  every  mark 
of  respect,  which  suggests  itself  to  their  untaught  minds,  is 
paid  to  the  body  of  the  deceased. 

Amongst  the  convicts  the  influence  of  superstition  is  less 
prevalent,  although,  amongst  many  of  the  lower  orders  of 
Irish,  the  traces  of  it  are  to  be  discovered ;  it  leads,  however, 
.  io  no  injurious  consequences,  and  deserves  encouragement, 
in  preference  to  those  totally  irreligious  principles  which 
Blight  naturally  be  expected  to  shew  themsdvea  amidst  a 
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body  of  men,  of  characters  and  dispoahknis  so  hbsttte  to  every 
thiog  wbich  is  virtuoas,  dignifying,  and  good. 

Tlie  morals  of  the  colony  are  by  no  means  so  debauched  as 
the  tongue  of  prejudice  has  too  frequently  asserted ;  on  die 
contrary,  virtuous  characters  are  not  rar^  and  honourable 
principles  are  not  less  prevalent  here  than  in  other  oommu* 
nities  of  equal  extent  and  limited  groarth.  The  instances  of 
dmnbeones^  dishonesty,  and  their  concomitant  ofiences,  are 
not  more  common  Aan  in  the  mother  country;  and  those 
amongst  the  convicts  who  are  disposed  to  return  to  their  old 
habits,  and  re-commence  their  depredations  upon  society,  are 
deterred  by  the  severe  punishment  which  awaits  their  detec* 
tion !  There  are  many  also  amongst  the  prisoners  themselves, 
who  are  now  striking  examples  of  probity,  industry,  temper* 
ance,  and  virtue  $  and  some  have  obtained  a  remission  of  the 
punishment  which  occasioned  their  residence  in  the  settle- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  signal  and  radical  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  their  inclinations  and  behaviour.  Where 
there  is  society  their  roust  exist  offences;  but,  on  the  whole, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  the 
morals  of  the  people  are  as  free  from  glaring  defects,  as  those 
of  any  other  tract  of  equal  population  in  the  habitable  worid ; 
and  the  characters  which  are  celebrated  for  their  virtues  are 
as  numerous,  in  proportion,  as  those  which  are  to  be  found  in 
other  countries,  where  civilization  and  prosperhy  have  made 
greater  progress,  and  where  individuals  have  greater  induce- 
ment to  labour,  and  the  prospect  of  a  brighter  reward  for  their 
industrious  exertions. 

The  erection  of  a  play-house  was  noticed  in  a  preceding 
part  of  this  work ;  the  abuses  which  were  uniformly  com- 
mitted on  the  nights  of  performance,  subsequently  rendered 
that  a  nuisance  which  was  originally  intended  for  an  innocent 
recreation.  When  tlie  inhabitants  were  engaged  .in  this  en- 
joyment, tbehr  property  was  left  unwatohed,  and  there  were 
ever  numbers  of  dbhonest  individuals  who  were  ready  to 
3  F  2 
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srioe  upohi  these  opporluokies  to  gratify  their  viciotts  ivspo^ 
sitions.  It  was  also  a  common  praotloe  to  give  proFisioQS  to 
obtaia  entnince,  if  loooey  was  soarce ;  aad  tkos,  by  the  fre- 
qoent  prmtioaa  of  their  regalar  food^  mmj  of  the  taoovicts 
wen  lanaUe  to  puisae  their  labour  with  proper  energy  and 
90ifky.  Other  ahiseB  abo  uedulted  from  the  eakafaiishmeiit 
of  the  theatre,  which  induoed  the  govetnor  to  reoal  the  per* 
jiiission  which  had  been  giveti  for  the  perfonnaoceSy  and  the 
playhdiise  itself  was  aooo  afterwards  levelled  to  the  groand.  : 

Siaoethe  destruetioniof  this  bailditig,tfae  sourceiof  amase- 
IDeot  have  been  oonfiaed  to  cricket,  canb,  water-parties^ 
fihootingy  ifishingy  hunting  the  kangann^  &c  or  any  other 
pleaaates  which  can  be  derived  ftom  soctetf  where  no  ptdilie 
]rface  is  open  for  recreations  of  any  descrtpdon.  Hieoffieers 
of  the  colony  haive  also  buHt  a  private  billiard-ooom,  by  sub^ 
scriptiooy  for  their  own  use ;  and  if  these  anmsenients  pcsaesB 
not  that  degree  of  attraction  which  is  attached  to  dramatic  re- 
psresentatioos,  ibey  cannot,  on  the  other  hand,  be  Uidde  to 
those  abuses, and  produce  those  injurious  coDsequences,  which 
previously  eausted. 

Amongst  the  conricts,  indeed,  gaining  is  carried^  too  ffe- 
quently,  to  the  most  depk>rable  excesses;  and,  in  some  cases, 
the  Bkost  abandoned  of  the  prisoners  have  actuaUy  ataked  the 
clothes  which  they  wore,  and  when  those  were  lost,  stood 
amoBgat  their  oonpanions  in  a  state  of  nudity,  thus  ledodiig 
themaelm  to  a  level  with  the  natives  of  the  woods.  *Tfae 
most  severe  measures  were  called  for  by  this  unpriociplod 
practice,  and  the  roost  gross  part  of  the  custom  was  done  away; 
butjt,  H  was  imfossible  to  put  a  total  stop  to  the  gratificatioii  of 
tbia  ganaifig  dispositioni  which  is  still  pursued  with  equal 
fm^  in  some  way  or  other,  and  which  may  be  said^  next  to 
drinking,  to  eonstitvte  the  chief  pleaaure  and  amoaenents  of 
the  lowest  dasses  of  the  priaooefB. 

'Bm  whole  of  the  joiiilary  in  the  colony  ooMists  of  the 
^etv  SmA  Waks  corps  (now  the  L02d  rq;imeiit),  two 
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vdanteer  asdodetions,  and  a  body-^guard  of  tixwpeM  for  the 
goverDor,  commanded  by  a  seijeaiit*  In  fact^  the  innliMty  of 
a  largermiKtary  forpe  must  be  obviocis  to  etery  man  of  com^ 
mon  reflection,  since  it  is  merely  tequked  for  the  purpoaeaof 
preserving  domestic  peace,  which  m^t  be  in  danger  of  con- 
tinual interruptions,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  military  power 
altogether,  from  the  tnrbuient  dispositions  of  many  of  the 
eonviets.  T%is  indlnation  to  revolt,  however,  is  repressed 
hy  tfad  appearance  of  a  few  oi^nized  troops ;  and  a  sufficient 
cheek  is  kept  upon  the  natives,  who  still  conttmie  to  make 
occasional  incursions,  and-  commit  their  depredaitieiiB  upon 
the  Indian  edm  of  the  settler?,  whenever  an  opportonity  oflen 
itself :  At  these  periods  the  soldiers  are  called  in,  and  a  few 
of  them  are  found  sufficient  to  drive  iuick  the  {Ponderers,  who 
hate  and  fear  the  approach  of  a  soldier. 

Speaking  generally  of  the  natives,  they  are  a  fittby,  di»- 
agveeable  race  of  people ;  nor  is  there  any  measures  that 
could  be  adopted  would  ever  make  them  otherwise.  Their 
wars  are  as  frequent  as  usual,  and  are  attended  with  as  oraoli 
cruelty  both  towards  men  and  women.  They  are  stHl  ready 
at  aH  times  to  commit  depredations  upon  the  Indian  oom^ 
whenever  there  is  a  probability  of  their  attempts  being  al» 
tended  with  the  desired  success ;  and  this  predatory  dispo^ 
rition  renders  it  frequently  necessary  to  send  detachments  of 
the  military  to  disperse  them  ;  but  the  utmost  care  is  taken 
to  prevent  any  fatal  circumstances  from  attending  these  acts 
of  needful  hostility,  and  orders  are  uniformly  issued  never  to 
fire  upon  the  natives,  unless  any  particularly  irritating  act 
should  render  such  a  measure  expedient.  They  are  amazfaigi- 
ly  expert  at  throwing  the  spear,  and  will  launch  it  with  ua^ 
erring  aim  to  a  distance  of  thirty  to  sixty  yardq.  A  puth  bos 
been  seen  hurling  his  spear  at  an  hawk-eagle  (a  bird  wfaicfa, 
widi  wings  expanded,  measures  from  seven  to  ten  feet),  flying 
in  the  air,  with  such  velocity  and  correctness  as  to  pierce  his 
pbjecty  and  bring  the  feathered  victim  to  the  earth.    Tbb 
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circomstBDce  will  t^nd  to  nhew  how  soon  the  jouth  of  these 
tribes  are  traioed  to  the  use  of  the  spear,  and  the  dexterity  to 
which  they  attain  in  this  art  before  they  reached  the  age  <tf 
Bianhood.  Indeed,  instances  are  by  no  means  uncommon, 
where  an  army  of  natives  is  seen  f(4lowing  a  youthful  leader 
nf  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  obeying  his  directions 
implicitly,  because  his  previous  oondoct  had  been  character- 
iased  by  remarkable  vigour  of  body,  and  intrepiifity  of  mind — 
]drfues  which  qualify  natives  of  every  age  and  rank  for  the 
highest  honours  and  the  most  marked  distinotkma  amoi^ 
these  untutored  sons  of  nature.  Their  attachment  to  savage 
life  his  ttttoonquerabte ;  nor  can  the  strongest  allurements 
tempt  them  to  exchange  their  wild  residences  in  the  recesses 
of  die  country,  for  the  comforts  of  European  life.  A  singular 
instance  of  this  feet  occurred  in  the  case  of  Bennillong,  who 
was  brought  to  England  by  Governor  Phillip,  and  returned 
with  Governor  Hunter.  For  some  time  after  his  return,  it  is 
true,  he  assumed  the  manners,  the  dress,  and  the  consequence - 
of  an  European,  and  treated  his  countrymen  with  a  distance 
which  evinced  the  sense  he  entertained  of  his  own  increased 
importance ;  and  this  disposition  was  encouraged  by  every 
method  which  suggested  itself  to  the  minds  of  those  of  the 
oolony  with  whom  he  associated;  but,  notwithstanding  so 
nttch  pains  had  been  taken  for  his  improvement,  both  when 
feparated  ftom  his  countrymen,  and  since  hb  return  to  New 
Sciuth  Wales,  he  has  subsequently  taken  to  the  woods  again, 
oretttmed  to  his  old  habits,  and  now  lives  in  the  same  manner 
as  those  who  have  never  mixed  with  the  civilized  worid*--^ 
Sometimes,  indeed,  he  holds  intercourse  with  the  ooiony; 
hut  every  eflbrt  uniformly  foils  to  drew  him  once  again  into 
the  circle  of  polished  society,  since  he  prefers  to  taste  at 
liberty  amongst  his  native  scenes,  to  the  unaatisfoctory  gmi* 
fication  which  arises  firom  an  association  with  strangers,  how- 
ever kind  their  treatment  of  him,  and  however  auperior  to  his 
iiu  n  enjoyments. 
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Yet  there  are  many  of  the  natives  who  feel  no  disincliflation 
to  mix  with  the  inhabitants  occasionally-~to  take  their  share 
in  the  laboorg  and  the  reward  of  tlioae  who  toil.  Amongst 
these  there  are  five  in  particular,  to  whom  our  countrymen 
have  given  the  names  ci  Bull  Dog,  Bidgy  Bidgy,  Bundell, 
Uoody  Jack,  and  another  whose  name  the  author  cannot  re-- 
collect, but  who  had  a  farm  of  four  acres  and  upwards,  plant- 
ed with  maize,  at  Hawkesbury,  which  he  held  by  permission 
of  Governor  King ;  and  the  other  four  made  themselves  ex- 
tremely useful  on  board  colonial  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
ing and  sealiug  trade,  for  which  they  are  in  the  regular  re- 
ceipt of  wages.  They  strive^  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
to  make  themselves  appear  like  the  sailors  with  whom  they 
associate,  by  copying  their  customs,  and  imitating  their  man- 
ners $  such  as  swearing,  using  a  gi^eat  quantity  of  tobacco, 
drinking  grog,  and  other  similar  habits.  These  natives  are 
the  only  ones,  who  are  inclined  to  industrious  behaviour,  and 
they  have  most  certainly  rendered  more  essential  services  to 
the  coldny  than  any  others  of  their  countrymen,  who,  in 
general,  content  themselves  with  assisting  to  draw  nets  for 
fish,  for  the  purpose  of  coming  in  for  a  share  of  the  produce 
of  other  toils. 

The  general  pursuits  of  the  natives,  their  manners  and  cus- 
toms, have  been  so  accurately  described,  that  we  can  add 
nothing  to  the  knowledge  of  which  the  well-informed  readet 
is  already  possessed.  It  will  be  suiBcient  to  remark,  that  such 
m  the  inhatntants  of  the  interior  of  New  Holland  were  repre- 
sented ten  years  since,  they  still  remain,  as  the  antecedent 
lemarks  must  sufficiently  illustrate :  The  jealousy  of  the  new 
settlers,  which  originally  existed,  lias  indeed  entirely  vanished ; 
but  the  proximity  of  a  civilized  colony  has  not  tended  in  the 
least  to  polish  the  native  rudeness  and  barbarism,  which 
mark  the  behaviour  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  remot«^ 
1^  of  the  universe. 
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AMiough  the  climate  is  v&riaUe,  yet  it  b  very  healthy,  and 
vucOBUDODly  fine  for  vegetMion.  Most  of  the  disorders  which 
eusk  ia  the  settlemeot  ue  the  fruits  of  inteaapeEaiice  and  de«- 
hauchery,  the  necessary  result  of  that  fatal  addictioo  to 
druokeonessy  which  produces  mental  imbecility  and  bodily 
decay.  Frost  is  known  but  little ;  at  least,  ice  is  Tcry  seldom 
seen;  and  snow  has  never  yet  appeared  since  the  establish* 
meat  of  the  colony :  Yet  on  the  highest  ridges  of  the  remoter 
mountains,  which  as  never  yet  been  passed^  snow  is  to  be  seen 
for  a  long  tine  together  $  and  this  drcumstance  is  a  proof  of 
^ir  dievation.  The  usual  weather  in  New  South  Wales  is 
woommonly  bright  and  clear,  and  the  common  weather 
there,  in  spring  and  autumn,  is  equal  to  the  finest  summer 
day  in  England.  This  parity  and  warmth  of  atmosphere  it 
may  be  naturaUy  inferred,  must  be  particularly  &vourable  to 
the  growth  of  shrubs  and  plants,  which  flourish  exceedingly, 
and  attain  to  a  degree  of  perfection  and  beauty  which  is  un« 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  The  woods  and 
fields  present  a  boundless  variety  of  the  choicest  productions 
of  nature,  which  gratify,  the  senses  with  their  firagrance  and 
magnificence;  while  the  branches  of  the  trees  display  a 
brilliant  assemblage  of  the  feathered  race,  whose  {rfumage, 
^  glittering  in  the  suto,''  dazales  the  eye  of  the  behdder  with 
its  unmatched  loveliness  aqd  lustre,  and  presenting^  on  the 
whole,  a  scene  too  rich  for  the  pencil  to  pourtray-r-too  glow- 
ing and  animated  for  the  feeble  pen  of  mortal  to  describe 
with  half  the  eneigy  and  beauty  which  bekmg  to  it,  and  with- 
out which  deaciiption  ia  imbithfal. 
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CHAP.   XXXVL 

Sketch  of  the  Natural  History  of  the  Settlement— Quadnipeds^^-Btnfe 
Fishe9—-Reptilc8  and  Insect*— Trees— Pliints»  &c."— Mioeralt. 

Considerable  attention  have  been  paid  to  the  Natural 
History  of  this  country,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  The 
enterprizing  and  industrious  Sir  Joseph  Banks  employed  his 
time  with  such  success  while  Captain  Cook  lay  in  Botany 
Bay,  that  the  numerous  specimens  which  he  produced  sug- 
gested the  name  of  that  place.  John  White,  Esq.  surgeon- 
general  to  the  settlement,  enriched  the  science  of  Natural 
History  with  many  curious  particulars.  His  work  contains 
sixty-five  plates  of  non-descript  birds,  lizards,  serpents,  cones 
of  trees,  and  other  natural  productions.  Mr  Brown  has  also 
recently  published  hb  Podromus  of  the  plants  of  New  Hol- 
land j  and  many  other  ingenious  gentlemen,  while  dbchaig- 
ing  the  most  arduous  and  important  offices,  have  snatched  an 
hour  to  communicate  to  their  friends  in  Europe  some  un- 
common production  of  this  vast  countiy.  The  nature  of  our 
plan  will  not,  however,  permit  us  to  enter  fully  into  this  sub- 
ject, but  we  will  select  a  few  particulars^  whicli  may  contri- 
bute to  the  information  and  amusement  of  the  general 
reader. 

The  Koolah,  or  Sloth,  a  singular  animal  of  the  Opossum- 
species,  having  a  false  belly,  was  found  by  the  natives,  and 
brought  into  the  town  alive,  on  the  10th  of  Augusi,  1803. 
This  is  a  very  singular  animal ;  for  when  it  ascends  a  tree,  at 
which  it  is  astonishingly  expert,  it  will  never  quit  it  until  it 
has  cleared  It  of  its  leaves.  It  is  mostly  found  in  the  moun- 
tains and  deep  ravipes  to  the  southward  and  northward  of 
Broken  Bay,  and  the  natives  instantly  discover  its  conceal- 
ment by  observing  the  leaves  of  the  gum-tree  eaten  off,  this 
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being  the  tree  which  it  usually  selects.  It  is  astonishingly  in- 
dolent, and  IS  uniformly  found  with  a  companion,  locked  ia 
each  other's  arms,  as  it  were.  Its  claws  are  very  strong,  and 
are  of  material  service  in  assisting  it  to  climb  trees ;  its  length 
from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet.  Stufied  specimens  of  this 
aoiiQal  have  beeu  exhibiicd  in  the  metropolis. 

iBttuly  wiaOf  ^  species  of  the  Hyena  has  bean  finiBd  at 
Port  Dalrymple,  which  is  extremely  ferocious  in  appearance, 
has  a  remarkably  large  mouth,  is  striped  all  over,  very  stroiigly 
linybed^  and  ifes  claws  strong,  long,  and  sharp.  This  animal 
is  likewise  of  the  Opossum  kind,  having  like  the  generaUty  of 
subjects  found  in  New  Holhmd,  a  false  belly.  Nptwith- 
standing  i^s  apparent  ferocity,  it  has  never  yet  ventured  to  at- 
tack any  human  being,  but  has  confined  its  ravages  to  sheep 
and  poultry^  amongst  whidi  it  has  committed  frequeut  and 
very  serbns  depiedatipns.  No  one  of  these  animals  has  hi- 
therto been  bix>ught  over  to  Ei^gland,  eiti)er  alive  or  dead, 
since  their  native  fierceness  renders  (hem  less  easy  of  capture 
than  the  Koolab, 

Flying  Mice  are  likewise  found,  in  considerable  numbers, 
in  this  country,  of  a  very  handsome  appearance,  and  also  of 
the  Opossum  species.  The  tail  of  this  interesting  little  ani- 
mal resembles  a  feather;  its  belly  is  white,  and  its  back 
brown ;  $ind  it  is  covered  with  a  down  as  spft  as  satin.  It 
flies  like  au  Opossum.  This  subject  is  much  regarded  for  its 
beauty. 

The  Porcupine  Ant-eaters  are  found  in  most  parts  of  the 
country,  and  are  esteemed  very  good  eating;  they  barrow  in 
the  earth,  and  have  a  tongue  of  remarkable  length,,  which 
they  put  out  of  their  mouth,  and  the  ants  immediately  crowd 
upon  it,  as  if  lured  by  some  particular  attraction^  ^d  when  i^ 
appears  to  be  pretty  well  covered,  it  is  drawn  in  with  rapidity, 
and  the  insects  are  expeditiously  swallowed.*— Stuffed  speci* 
mens  of  thesf  have  also  been  exhibited. 

The  Kangaroo  (probably  from  its  size)  was  the  principal 
animal  takep  notice  of  this  country*     It^  hair  is  of  a 
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grejrkh  brawn  cofeur,  sisiikr  ta  that  of  the  wild  rabbit  of 
Great  BritaiD,  k  tbick  and  long  whea  the  animal  is  old ;  but 
it  is  late  in  growings  and  when  only  begun  to  grow^  h  k  Ufce 
a  strong  down;  however,  in  some  parts  it  be^as  earlier  than 
otbers,  as  about  the  mouthy  &c.  In  all  of  the  young  Kanga- 
roos yet  brought  home  (although  some  as  bt^e  as  a  full- 
grown  cat),  liiey  have  all  the  marks  of  a  foetus ;  no  hair  i  eara 
lapped  close  over  the  head ;  no  marks  on  the  feet  of  having 
been  used  in  progressive  modonu  The  large  nail  on  the  great 
toe  sharp  at  the  point;  and  the  sides  of  the  mouth  united 
somethiog  like  the  eye-lids  of  a  puppy  just  wheiped,  having 
only  a  passage  at  the  anterior  part.  This  «nion  of  the  two 
lips  oa  the  sides  is  of  a  particular  stfueture,  it  wears  off  as  it 
grows  up,  and  by  the  time  it  is  of  the  siae  of  a  small  rabUt, 
disappears. 

The  feeth  of  this  animal  are  so  singular,  that  it  is  impossi- 
Me,  front  them,  to  say  what  tribe  it  is  of .  There  is  a  Aunt 
mixture  in  them,  corresponding  to  those  of  diffcreat  tribes  of 
aninMils.  Take  the  mouth  at  large^  respecting  the  skaation 
of  the  teeth,  it  Would  class  in  some' degree  with  the  Soalpria 
deniata  (of  the  Rat  tribe) ;  iii  a  fsinter  degvefr  with  the 
Horse,  and  B^umitants;  and  with  regard  to  tbe  line  of  direc- 
tion of  all  the  teeth,  f  hey  ate  very  like  those  of  the  ScalprUi 
detUmiek  The  fore  teeth  in  the  wgft^  jaw  agree  with  the 
Hog ;  ilnd  thosa  ui  the  k>wer,  in  »umherj  with  the  SknUpm 
deniaia;  hut  with  r^prd  to  pasitk)%  and  pretMiUy  use^  with 
the  Heg.  The  grindeia  would  seem*  to  be  a  itiUtwre  of  Hag 
and  Rununanttf ;  the  enamel  oa  their  es^temal  and  gilding 
surfiieds^ratheif Ibrnted  intoaeVerali euttkig  edges,  than  poiiita» 

Thate  aiie  sis  incisors  ia  the  u|^r  jaw,iaad  only  two  i* 
dwloifer )  but  these  two  are'sv  placed  as?  to  o|^pose  ftose  at 
dM upper;  fil^a giindevs  ia^each  side  Of. each  jaw^  thejnost 
anterior  of  which  Js  sAiall.  The  ^portioAs  ei  some  of  the 
partdof  ihbADiftvilbear  no  Anal^  to  what  is.  epmtnon  in 
niest  olfaeia.  The  diefroportions  in  the  leagMi  hetwaen  the 
torn  hp  and  the  hind  at0<  vevjii  c0n$i4MiU«j»  also  fai  ibair 
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strength;  yet  perhaps  not  more  than  in  the  Jerboa*  Tbi^- 
di^NToportioQ  between  the  fore  legs  and  the  hind  is  princi* 
pally  in  the  moK^  adult ;  for  in  the  very  yoang,  about  the  size 
of  a  half  grown  rat,  they  are  pretty  well  proportioned ;  which 
€hews  that  at  the  early  period  of  life  they  do  not  use  pyogies* 
sive  motion.  The  proportions  of  the  diflferent  parts  of  which 
the  hind  legs  are  composed,  are  very  diiferent.  The  thigh  of 
the  Kangaroo  is  extremely  short,  and  the  leg  is  very  long. 
The  hind  foot  is  uncommonly  long;  on  which,  to  appearance, 
are  placed  three  toes,  the  middle  toe  by  much  the  laigest  and 
the  strongest,  and  looks  something  like  the  long  toe  of  an 
ostrich.  The  outer  toe  is  next  in  size ;  and  what  aj^iears  to 
be  the  inner  toe,  is  two,  inclosed  in  one  skin  or  covering. 
The  great  toe  nail  much  resembles  that  of  an  Ostrich,  as  also 
the  nail  of  the  outer  toe;  and  the  inner,  which  appears  to  be 
but  one  toe,  has  two  small  nails,  which  are  bent  and  sharp. 
From  the  heel,  along  the  under  side  of  the  foot  and  toe,  the 
skin  is  adapted  for  walking  U])on. 

The  fore  legs,  in  Ae  full*grown  Kangaroo,  are  small  in 
proportion  to  the  hind,  or  the  size  of  the  animal ;  the  feet,  or 
hands,  are  also  small ;  the  skin  on  the  palm  is  different  from 
that  on  the  back  of  the  hai^d  and  lingers.  There  are  five  toes 
or  fingers  on  this  foot ;  the  middle  rather  the  largest ;  the 
others  become  very  gradiuaUy  shorter,  and  are  all  nearly  of  the 
same  shape.  The  oaits  are  sharp,  fit  for  holding.  The  tail 
is  long  in  the  old ;  but  not  so  long,  in  proportioo  to  the  size 
of  the  animal,  in  the  young.  It  would  seem  to  keep  pace 
with  the  growth  of  the  hind  tegs,  which  are  the  instruments 
of  progressive  motion  in  this  animal ;  and  which  would  also 
shew  that  the  tail  is  a  kind  of  second  instrument  in  this  ac- 
tion. The  ui^der  lip  is  divided  in  the  middle,  eaeh  side 
rounded  off  at  the  division.  It  has  two  clavicles;  buttliey 
ara  short,  so  that  the  shoulders  are  not  thrown  out. 

The  Dingo,  or  Dog,  of  New  South  Wvlet,  h  like  the  shep- 
herd-s  dog  in  fliiost  countries^  approactung  near  to  the  origi- 
nal of  the  spedies,  whSefais  the  wolf,  but  ii  not  so  buge^  and 
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does  not  fttttul  so  Ugii  on  its  1^.  The  ears  are  short,  and 
erect,  the  tail  rather  bushy;  the  hair;,  which  is  a  reddish  dun 
cdour,  is  long  and  thick,  hot  strait. '  It  is  capable  of  baridng, 
although  not  so  readily  as  the  European  dogs;  b  Teiy  ill- 
natured  and  vicious,  and  snarls,  howb,  and  moans,  like  dogs 
in  conmon. 

Whether  this  is  the  only  dog  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
whether  they  have  it  in  a  wikl  state,  is  not  mentioned ;  but  it 
is  believed  diey  have  no  other ;  in  which  case  it  will  consti-* 
tute  the  wolf  of  that  country;  and  that  which  is  domesticated 
is  oidy  the  wild  dog  tamed,  without  having  yet  produced  a 
variety,  as  in  some  paru  of  America. 

The  Kangaroo  Bat  has  a  head  which  is  flat  sideways,  but 
not  so  much  as  the  true  Soalpris  dentata.    The  ears  are 
neither  long  nor  short,  but  much  like  those  of  a  mouse  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  animal.    The  fore  legs  are  short 
in  comparison  to  the  hind.    There  are  four  toes  on  the  foro 
£eet,  the  two  middle  are  k>ng,  and  neariy  of  equal  lengths, 
with  long  nam>w  nails,  sightly  bent;  the  two  side  toes  are 
short,  and  nearly  equal  in  size,  but  the  outer  rather  the 
laigest.    From  the  nails  on  the  two  middle  toes,  one  would 
suppose  that  the  animal  burrowed.     Their  hind  legs  are 
long,  and  it  is  in  their  power  to  stand  either  on  the  whole  foot, 
or  on  the  toes  only. 
.  On  the  hind  legs  are  three  toes,  the  middle  one  ]a]ge,'and 
the  two  side  ones  short.    The  tail  b  long.    The  hair  on  the 
body  is  rather  thin ;  it  is  of  two  l^nds,  a  fur^  and  a  long  hair, 
wliich  last  becomes  exterior  from  its  length.    The  fur  is  the 
finest,  and  is  composed  of  serpentine  bain ;  the  long  bmr  is 
stronger,  and  is  also  serpentine,  for  more  than  two-thirds  of 
its  length  near  to  the  skin,  and  terminates  in  a  [wetty  strong 
pointed  end,  like  <lie  quill  of  a  hedge  bog.  It  is  of  a  brownish 
grey  colour,  something  like  the  brown,  or  grey  rabbit,  with  a 
riogeof  a  greenish  yeUow.    It  has  a  pouch  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  belly,  the  mouth  opens  forward^  and  the  cavity  ex* 
tends  faackwMidstatbe  pubis^wbero  it  terminates;  on  t^e 
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abdonmialMirfiBMXof  thispooeharefiENii'  ^ipleiwtwopMV 
each  pair  |rftccd  very  bear  the  oilier* 

The  Tapha  b  about  the  aise  of  a  lat,  and  faaa  y^  mucb 
the  appearance  of  the  oMrtin  cat,  but  hardly  ao  Umg  io  the 
body  in  proportion  to  its  aize*  The  bead  is  flat  forwardsi  and 
broad  from  side  to  side,  especially  between  the  eyea  and  ears  ; 
ibe  noae  is  peaked,  and  projecting  beyond  the  teeth,  wincb 
makes  the  upper  jaw  appear  to  be  eoosaderably  longer  tliait 
the  lower;  the  eyes  «re  pretty  large  ;  the  ears  broad,  especi* 
aUy  at  their  base,  not  becoaoiog  tegtiaAy  mmanet  to  a  point* 
nor  with  a  very  smooth  cdg*,  a»d  baiviag  a  sinall  procesa  on 
the  concave,  or  inner  surface,  near>  to  the  base*  It  has  long 
wbiskers  from  the  sides  of  the  cbeeksy  whicA  bc^  forvmrds, 
near  the  nose,  by  small  and  short  bain,  and  become  longer 
and  stronger  as  they  appixnch  the  eyes.  It  has  very  muck 
the  hair  of  a  rat,  to  which  it  is  similar  in  c(^ur|  but  near  to 
the  setting  on  of  the  tail,  it  is  of  a  lighter  brown»  foraakig  a 
lupoad  ring  round  it.  The  fore  feet  are  shorter  than  the  hind, 
but  mucb  in  the  same  proportion  as  those  of  the  rat ;  the  hind 
feet  are  more  flexible.  There  are  five  toes  on  the  fore  fret, 
the  middle  the  largest,  falling  offon  each  side  equally;  but 
the  fore,  or  inner  toe,  is  rather  shortest :  they  are  thin  kom 
sJKletosidir,  the  nails  are  pretty  broad,  ialerly,  and  tfatn  at 
their  base ;  not  very  long  but  sharp ;  the  anknal  walks  on  its 
frbole  palm  on  Wbicb  thiere  ia  no  hair.  The  bmd  feet  are 
pretty  long,  and  hare  five  tees ;  that  which  answers  t^our 
gfeat  toe  is  very  short,  and  has  no  nail;  tlie  next  is  ike  long* 
est  in  tke  whole,  falling  gradnally*  off  to  the  outer  toe;  the 
abi^  of  the  hind  toes  is  tkesaflAO  la  in  tkAfose  ftet,  as  mte 
UkemiMi  the  nails;  it  walks  nearly  on  the  titliole  foot  The 
tail  ia  k>ng^  and  covered  wkk  k>og  hakr,  bwt:  not  all  of  the 
sMiecolour*  The  teeth- lof  thb  or^adme.  are  diftaotit  from 
any  odber  animal  yjet  koownb . 

,  The  Hapomia Rook  of  the.siie  ofiaBmaU  mUitt  >  k  has  m 
bfoad  flat  body^  the  bead  a  good  deal  leseoibles  Anf  of  tfan 
sqtarrel :  tbe^yns  are  fnli^.  promiiieqit^.  and  Ing^  tietasa 
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broad  and  tbin  t  its  Wgs  sliort,  and  its  tail  very- long.  Be*- 
tween  the  fore  md  bind  legs^  on  each  side,  is  placed  a  doop 
bling  of  the  skin  of  the  side,  which,  when  the  kgs  are  e&«* 
tended  latftralljr,  is  as  it  weise  pnlled  out,  formiDg  a  broad  la«> 
teral  wing  or  fin^  aad  when  the  legs  are  made  u$e  of  in  waft^ 
ingytbis  skin,  by  its  abstioitf,  is  drawn  close  to  the  side  of 
the  animal,  and  'fooms  a  knd  of  rklge,  on  which  the  hair  has  a 
pecuUnrafpeasaflSfi*  lathisicspeetit  is  very  similar  to  the 
%ing  squirreH  of  America.  It  has  five  toes  on  each  tore  fbot^ 
with  shaffi  ndilsi  i  Dw  hmd*  foot  has  also  five  toes,  but  diffM 
oofisidenAlfftom- the  fore 'foot  >  oneof  thetoesmay  be  cal»> 
led  a  thumb,' hairing  a. brand  nail,  aomethittg  like  tbat  of  tb^ 
iMonkey«r  Opftssmii:  what  answers  to  the  fore  and  middle 
tors-aneAmtiadiii'oae  oommoo  covering,  and  appear  like  one 
^oe  with'two  nails;  this  is  somewbat 'similar  to  the  Kanga^ 
TOO,  thfr  It woi other  toes  are  in. the  edmmon  form,  these  foii|r 
«ails  are  shasp  like  tlioae  mi  the  tene  foot.  This  fimnatian 
<»f  the  foot  isi  well  calculated:  for  holding  any  thing  while  it  ia 
jnpvi»g  its  body,  or  its  fore  foot,  to  other  parts,  a  property  be- 
longing (parobfibly)  to  ali  animals  whoimove  firom  she  hMt 
•part»;  suoh  as  .the  Monkey,  Mooook,  Moogoi»se,  OfOBBwai^ 
Panrot,  litecb)  &c«  .., 

Its  hair  is  very  thick  aad  long,  making  a  very  fine  fur,  es^- 
pecially .  on  t4ie  back.  It  is  of  a  dark  brown  gnty  .on  the  up- 
per part,  alight  vhitegrey  on  the  k>wer  sifle^tf  (whot  nay  be 
termed  the  wing,  and  white  oa  ihe  tinder  surface,  from  the 
.neck  ta  tlie  parts  adjaeeut  to  tbe  atias^ 

The  Duke  of  NoFfhumberlaod^^nt  ov«r  some  Teeswater 
«he^p»  and  we  slalKon,.  to  <2plooel  Johnson,  wbtcfa  have 
gTM%  improved  tbe  braced  of  both.  Mr  Mac  :A«thur  took 
over  9oi$Q  Merino  sheep^  firow  the  King's  Aock^  which  are 
thriving,  and  the  wool  ofwhiehis  extremely  fine  $  iseveml 
samples  have  be^n  pi^iduced  in  E^glaiid.  The  deer  of  thle 
country,  originally  fr^Ojm  India,  thrive  vi^y  ^vell,  but  are  of  the 
Eeinspeoia6,.aiid;r4ljier  iaeUned'to  be  small;)  ihfi  venisto  jfi 
very  goodj  and  of  a  superior  iavour  4P  any  e«t  in  Eagiand^ 
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though  not  so  fat  ^  the  breed  might  be  much  improved  by  si 
few  being  sent  of  a  larger  qoality.  Some  time  ago  sefecal 
made  their  escape  from  a  park  bek>n^ng  to  Mr  Harris,  who 
lias  for  mwy  years  been  surgeon  of  the  regiment  there.  They 
were  breeding  and  running  wild  in  the  woods. 

The  New  Holland  Cassowary  stands  seven  feet  high^  mea- 
suring from  the  ground  to  the  upper  part  of  his  bead,  and,  in 
every  respect,  is  much  larger  than  the  common  Cassowary  of 
all  authors,  and  dififen  so  much  therefrom,  in  ks  fcrai,  as  to 
clearly  prove  it  a  new  species.  Tlie  colour  erf  the  phnnage  is 
greatly  similar^  eonsistiug  of  a  mixture  of  dirty  brown  and 
grey;  on  the  belly  it  is  somewhat  whiter;  and  the  renuuka- 
ble  structure  of  the  feathers,  in  having  two  ifuOs  with  their 
webs  arising  out  of  one  shaft,  is  seen  in  this  as  well  as  the 
common  sort,  it  dtfers  materially  in  wanti^;  the  horny  ap- 
pendage on  the  top  of  the  head.  The  head  and  beak  are 
much  more  like  those  of  the  oatrich  than  the  common  Casso- 
wary, both  in  shape  and  size.  Upon  the  upper  p«rt  of  the 
head  the  feathers,  mth  which  it  is  Init  thinly  covered,  are 
very  smell,  lookii^  more  like  hair  than  feathers,  and  in  hav- 
ing the  neck  pretty  well  clothed  with  them,  except  the  chin 
and  throat,  which  are  ^o  thinly  covered,  that  the  skin,  wiiich 
is  there  of  a  purplish  colour,  may  be  seen  clearly.  The 
small  wings  are  exceedingly  short,  which  form  a  ridicuUms 
contrast  with  the  body,  as  they  are  even  less  than  those  of 
the  Cassowary :  they  have  no  huge  qutils  in  them,  bdnic  ^J 
covered  with  the  small  feathers  that  grow  all  over  the  body. 
Another  singularity  also  presents  itself  in  diis  spedes,  which 
is  in  respect  to  the  legs.  As  to  the  bade  part  (rf  them,  tlie 
whole  length  is  indented,  or  sawed,  in  a  remoifcable  maimer. 
The  toes  are  three  in  number,  the  middle  one  long,  the  other 
two  short,  not  unlike  the  same  part  of  the  common  specids. 
On  examining  the  viscera  of  one  brought  to  the  settlement, 
they  differed  from  tliat  of  every  other  spedes  of  the  feadieit^d 
kind  which  had  been  seen,  particularly  in  having  no  giaeard, 
or  second  stomaob;  and  the  liver  was  so  very  small,  that  it 
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did  not  exceed  in  size  that  of  a  blackbird.  To  this  liver  was 
joined  a  large  gall-bladder,  well  distended  with  bile.  The 
crop,  or  stomach,  was  filled  with  at  least  six  or  seven  pounds 
of  grass,  flowers,  and  a  few  berries  and  seeds.  The  intestinal 
caoal  was  at  least  six  yards  long,  very  wide,  and  of  a  regular 
eyliDdrical  shape  from  the  opening  of  the  stomach  to  the 
vent.  The  heart  and  lungs  were  separated  by  a  diaphragm 
or  midriff  and  bore  a  tolerable  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
bird.  The  flesh  of  this  bird  was  very  good,  and  tasted  not  un- 
like young  teocter  beef. 

.  This  bird  is  supposed  to  be  not  uncommon  in  New  Holland, 
as  it.has  been  frequently  seen  by  our  Settlers  both  at  Botany 
Bay  and  Port  Jackson,  but  is  exceedingly  shy,  and  runs  faster 
than  a  greyhound.    One  of  them  however  has  been  shot. 

The  Banksian  Cockatoo.  The  general  colour  of  this  bird  is 
oUve,  or  rusty  black ;  the  head  feathers  pretty  long,  and  about 
the  sides  of  the  head  and  top  of  it  is  a  mixture  of  fine  yellow ; 
but  none  of  the  featliers  are  marked  with  bufi^  at  the  tips,  nor 
i&  tltt  under  part  of  the  body  crossed  with  buff-colour.  In 
the  tail  it  differs  scarcely  at  all  from  Mr.  Latham's  figure. 

These  birds  have  been  met  with  in  several  parts  of  New 
Holland. 

The  Superb  Warblers  are  found  in  very  great  variety. 
They  are  extremely  beautiful  and  exhibits  a  variety  of  the 
most  brilliant  colours. 

There  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the  size  of  this  species ; 
the  largest  is  very  blue  upon  the  head  3  the  beak  and  legs 
smaller  in  proportion,  darker  in  colour,  and  the  latter  almost 
black.  The  head  is  crowned  with  a  small  crest  of  bright 
azure;  the  cheek,  and  upper  part  of  the  back  and  wings,  are 
of  the  same  colour;  the  lower  parts  of  each  brown.  The 
outer  feathers  of  the  wing  whitish,  near  the  shoulder  marked 
with  brown.  The  head,  neck,  and  breast  deep  black ;  abdo- 
men white,  faintly  tinged  with  dusky.  Tail  black,  highly 
cuneated.  In  this  bird  the  blue  is  most  lucid,  composed  of 
short,  stiff  feathers,  resembling  fish-scales,  with  shining  sur- 
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feces;  but  it  bas  oot  the  beautiful  scapuhvy  of  prmnatie 
▼iolet-ccrfottr)  found  in  the  other.  L^s,  fee^  and  chiws  blaek» 
and  extremely  slender. 

The  Bed  Shouldered  Paroquet,  »  a  species,  which  appeal* 
to  be  generally  new,  is  of  that  sort  tenaed  Paroquets.  It  i» 
about  ten  inches  in  length:  the  general  colour  of  the  bird  a 
fine  green :  the  outer  edge  of  the  wing,  near  the  shoulders^ 
blue :  the  edge  of  the  shoulders  deep  red ;  the  under  pait 
the  same;  On  the  sides  of  the  body  a  patch  of  red:  round 
the  beak  a  few  red  feathers :  long  feathers  of  tiie  wings  of  a 
deep  blackish  blue,  edged  slightly  with  yellow :  tail  deep  fer- 
ruginus  toward  the  base,  each  feather  becoming  blue  at  the 
tip:  bill  and  feet  pale  brown. 

The  other  animals  of  this  country;  the  numerous,  cnrioest 
and  beautiful  birds,  which  abound  there;  and  the  Tarioua 
reptiles  which  have  been  discovered,,  have  been  already  sof* 
ficiently  descnbed:  More  of  the  latter,  however,  have  sub* 
sequentiy  been  discovered  to  be  of  a  venomous  nature  than 
was  formerly  conjectured ;  and  the  bite  of  several  species  of 
the  Coluber,,  or  Snake^  have  proved,  in  various  instances^ 
&tal,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  wound  has 
been  received.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  some  mode  of  cure 
could  be  diKOvered.  It  is  worthy  of  remaih,  that  at  Norfolk 
Island,  a  spot  where  asettlement  was  made,  and  which  has 
been -subsequently  evacuated,  about  three  hundred  leagues 
from  the  nearest  coast  of  New  South  Wale%  no  reptiles  of 
any  description  are  to  he  found ;  while  at  Philip  Island,  only 
seven  miles  from  Norfolk  Island,  several  species  of  leptUea 
exist  in  abundance,  such  as  the  Centipede,  Tarantula,  &c* 

The  vegetable  productions  of  this  country  are  not  less  vari« 
ous  and  curious.  The  Peppermint  tree  grows  to  die  height 
of  more  than  an  hundred  feet,  and  is  above  thirty  feet  in  cir* 
cumferenoe.  The  bark  is  very  smooth,  like  that  of  the  poplar. 
The  younger  branches  are  long  and  slender,  angubted  near 
the  top,  but  as  they  grow  cider  the  angles  disappear.  Their 
bark  is  smooth,  and  of  a  reddish  brown.    The  leaves  are 
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riteouite,  laneeokte,  pointed,  very  entire,  amocyth  on  both 
sides,  and  remarkably  unequal,  or  oblique,  at  their  base  *,  the 
veins  alternate  and  not  very  conspicuous.  The  whole  suf~ 
fiioe  of  both  sides  of  the  leaves  is  mai'ked  with  numerous 
ounute  vesinous  spots,  in  which  the  essential  oil  resides. 
l%e  foot-stalks  are  about  half  an  inch  in  length,  round  on  the 
under  side,  angular  above,  quite  smooth.  The  flowers  we 
have  not  seen. 

The  name  of  Peppermint  Tree  has  been  given  to  this  plant 
by  Mr*  White,  the  surgeon,  on  account  of  the  similarity  be- 
tween the  essential  oil  draivn  from  its  leaves,  and  that  obtain- 
ed from  the  Peppermint  (Mentha  Piperita)  which  grows  in 
England.  This  oil  was  found  by  Mr.  White  to  be  much 
iBore  efficacious  in  removing  all  cholicy  complaints  than 
that  of  the  Emgtish  Peppermint,  which  he  attributes  to  its 
being  less  pungent  and  more  aromatic.  A  quart  of  the  o3 
lias  been  sent  by  him  to  Mr«  Wilson,  the  botanist. 

The  Red  Gum  Tree.  This  is  a  very  large  and  lo!%y  tree, 
much  exceeding  the  English  Oak  in  size.  The  wood  is  ex- 
tremely brittle,  and,  from  the  large  quantity  of  resinous  gum 
which  it  contains,  is  of  little  Juse  but  for  firewood.  Of  the 
leaves  Mr.  White  has  given  no  account,  nor  sent  any  sped- 
mens.  On  making  inciMons  in  the  trunk  of  this  tree,  large 
qoantities  of  red  resinous  juice  are  obtained,  sometimes  even 
moie  thuk  sucty  galloos  from  a  single  tree.  When  this  jtiice 
iS  dsv&df  it  becomes  a  very  pow^uUy  astringent  gum-^resii^ 
of  a  red  colour,  much  resembling  that  kneiwn  in  the  shops  by 
the  name  of  Kino,  and,  fix*  aU  -medicai  purposes,  folly  as 
efficacious.  Mr.  White  administered  it  to  a  gieat  number  of 
patients  in  the  dysentery,  which  often  pnevaQed,  soon  after 
the  landing  of  the  convicts,  and  in  no  one  instance  found  it 
to  &U.  This  gum-resin  dissolves  almost  entirely  in  spirit  of 
wine,  to  which  it  gives  a  blood  red  tincture.  Water  dissolves 
about  one  sisth  part  only,  and  the  watery  solution  is  of  a 
bugjht  red.    Both  these  solutions  are  powerfully  astringent, 
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Hie  Yellow  Resin  Tree.  Tbb  is  about  the  size  of  ui  Eng^ 
lish  walnut  tree.  Its  trunk  grows  pretty  straight  for  about 
fourteen  or  sixteen  feet,  after  which  it  branches  out  into  kmg 
spiral  leaTes,  which  hang  down  on  all  sides,  and  resemble 
those  of  the  lafger  kinds  of  grass  or  sedge.  From  the  centor 
of  the  head  of  leaves  arises  a  single  footstalk,  dighteen  or 
twenty  feet  in  height,  perfectly  straight  and  erect,  very  muck 
resembling  the  sugar  cane,  and  terminating  in  a  spike  of  a 
spiral  form,  not  unlike  an  ear  of  wheat.  This  large  stem  or 
footstalk  is  used  by  the  natives  for  making  spears  and  fii&h 
gigs,  being  pointed  with  the  teeth  of  fish  or  other  animals, 
some  of  which  are  represented,  in  the  plate  of  Implements^ 
from  originals  now  in  Mr.  Wilson's  possession. 

But  the  most  valuable  produce  of  this  plant  seems  to  be 
its  resins,,  the  properties  of  which  vie  with  those  of  the  most 
fragrant  balsams.  This  resin  exudes  ^ntaneously  from  the 
trunk ;  the  more  readily,  if  incbtons  are  made  in  its  baik* 
It  is  of  a  yellow  colour ;  fluid  at  first,  but  being  inspissated 
in  the  sun,  it  acquires  a  solid  form.  Burnt  on  hot  coals,  it 
emits  a  smell  very  much  resembling  that  of  a  mixture  of 
balsam  of  Tolu  and  benzoin,  somewhat  approaching  to  atorax. 
It  is  perfectly  soluble  in  spirit  of  wine,  but  not  in  water,  oor 
even  in  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  unless  it  be  digested  in  a 
strong  heat.  The  varnish  which  it  makes  with  either  is  veiy 
weak,  and  of  little  use.  With  respect  to  its  medicinal 
qualities,  Mr.  White  has  found  it,  in  many  cases,  a  good 
pectoral  medicine,  and  very  balsamic.  It  is  not  obtainable 
in  so  great  abundance  as  the  red  gum  produced  by  the 
Eucalyptus  resinifera. 

The  plant  which  produces  the  yellow  gum  seems  to  be 
perfectly  unknown  to  botanists,  but  Mr.  White  has  oommu* 
nicated  no  specimens  by  which  its  genus  or  even  elass  oould 
be  determined. 

JStfveet  tea,  is  a  creeping  kind  of  vine,  running  to  a  great 
extent  #dong  the  ground ;  the  stalk  is  not  so  thiek  as  the 
smallest  hooey'-suckle ;  nor  is  the  leaf  so  lar^e  as  the  com* 
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men  bay  leaf^  though  something  similar  to  it;  and  the  taste 
is  sweety  exactly  like  the  liquorice  root  of  the  shops.  Of 
this  the  convicts  and  soldiers  make  an  infusion  which  is 
tolerably  pleasant,  and  serves  as  no  bad  succedaneum  for  tea. 
Indeed  were  it  to  be  met  with  in  greater  abundance,  it  would 
be  found  very  beneficial  to  those  poor  creatures,  whose  constant 
diet  is  salt  provisions.  ^  {n  using  it  for  medical  purposes," 
says,  Dr.  White,  ^  I  have  found  it  to  be  a  good  pectoral,  and, 
as  I  before  observed,  not  at  all  unpleasant.  There  is  also  a 
kind  of  shrub  in  this  country  resembling  the  common  broom ; 
which  produces  a  small  berry  like  a  white  currant,  but,  in 
taiite,  more  similar  to  a  very  sour  green  gooseberry.  This 
has  proved  a  good  antiscorbutic ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that 
the  quantity  to  be  met  with  is  far  from  sufficient  to  remove 
the  scurvy.  That  disorder  still  prevails  with  great  violence, 
nor  can  at  present  find  any  remedy  against  it,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  country  produces  several  sorts  of  plants  and 
shrubs,  which,  in  this  place,  are  considered  as  tolerable  vege- 
tables, and  used  in  common.  The  most  plentiful,  is  a  plant 
glowing  on  the  sea  shore,  greatly  resembling  sage.  Among 
it  are  often  to  be  found  samphire,  and  a  kind  of  wild  spinage, 
besides  a  small  shrub  which  was  dbtioguished  by  the  name  of 
the  vegetable  tree,  and  the  leaves  of  which  prove  rather  a 
pleasant  substitute  for  vegetables." 

Black  and  white  mottled  Fern  tree  was  found  at  the  head 
of  Lane  Cove,  by  Colonel  Paterson,  about  fiv^  years  since ; 
bet  it  does  not  run  to  any  considerable  size.  It  is  esteemed  a 
very  handsome  wood  for  the  purposes  of  veneering. 

The  Spice  tree  has  also  been  found  to  the  southward :  It 
is  a  very  strong  aromatic,  and  possesses  a  more  pungent 
quality  than  pepper.  This  tree  produces  a  berry,  which,  as 
well  as  the  bark^  is  of  a  very  powerful  s]Ncy  nature. 

Fustic  has  been  discovered  at  Newcastle — a  wood  which 
makes  the  finest  yellow  dye ;  but  it  has  been  hitherto  confined 
to  New  Sou4li  Wales,  indigo  was  alto  found  in  different 
ports  of  the  ooimtry ;  but^  after  a  tfacyough  trial  of  its  pro- 
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perdes  by  a  Fnench  gmtleman  of  much  patience  and  aptatU 
CQce,  as  well  as  by  some  other  individuals  of  reseaicb,  it  vrm 
found  impossible  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it. 

Naiive  green  currants  grow  wildly,  and  make  an  uncom- 
monly fine  jelly.  A  wild  cherry  is  also  found  in  the  settle* 
menty  growing  with  the  stone  on  the  outside,  of  a  red  coloar, 
but  nearly  unfit  to  eat;  as  also  a  wild  fig,  equally  nauseous, 
full  of  seed,  but  eaten  by  the  natives.  Strawberries  grow  to 
fine  perfection ;  but  no  English  currant,  gooseberry,  or  cherry 
trees,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  country :  some  were  brought  horn 
England  by  Captain  Kent,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  were  in  a 
flourishing  state,  with  some  gingers,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
when  a  fire  happened  upon  that  Gentleman's  farm,  and  con- 
sumed the  whole,  which  has  been  a  very  great  loss  to  the 
colony.  -Pines,  far  exceeding  in  size  those  of  England,  are 
now  growing  there,  but  they  are  scarce;  melons,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  very  large  and  plentifuL  Botany  Bay  greens  are 
procured  in  abundance ;  they  much  resemble  sage  in  appear- 
ance, and  are  esteemed  a  very  good  dish  by  the  Ekiropeans, 
but  despised  by  the  natives.  The  bark  of  a  tree  called  Casa*- 
jong,  which  grows  like  a  willow,  is  manufoctured  into  ropes 
of  considerable  strength.  A  single  nectarine  tree  only  has 
been  known  to  bear  fruit,  which  is  in  the  Govenmient  Garden. 
Some  coflfee  trees  were  planted  by  a  Frenchman  (Mons.  De- 
clambe),  but  he  unfortunately  died  before  he  ooold  bong 
Aem  to  perfectk>n. 

llieahnibi  and  plants  of  this  country,  are  all  evetgreens, 
and  numbers  of  them  are  to  be  seen,  covered  with  heautiAil 
blossoms,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Jeraniums  flourish  in 
such  abundance,  that,  in  various  parts  of  the  settlement,  they 
ace  made  ioto  hedges,  and  ace  so  thick  as  to  be  almost  impe- 
netrable; they  are  always  in  leaf  and  flower,  and  emit  ar: 
odour  of  the  most  fragruit  nature,  perfuming  the  surroundibg 
atOMSphere. 

Cedar,  and  eoals,  of  a  ve^  fine  qvali^  are  the-prodMe  oi 
the  Newcastle  di^tiact»  and  mt  ppucl^  with  vnry  little 
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tfouble.  Manna  has  alto  been  found  near  Port  Dalrymple^ 
made  by  the  locusts  on  the  trees,  from  which  it  drops  in  veiy 
considerable  quantities.  But  the  most  prizable  subjects  which 
have  been  discovered  here  are,  the  valuable  stones ;  of  which 
the  white,  yellow,  and  large  brilliant  Topazes,  are  considered 
of  far  greater  worth  than  those  which  are  produced  in  any 
part  of  the  Brazils  5  since  it  was  confessed,  when  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  in  the  month  of  August,  1809,  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  the  best  information,  amongst  whom  were  the 
Marquis  de  Pomball  and  the  Judge  Consalvadore,  that  none 
which  had  been  found  on  that  coast,  could  bear  a  comparison 
with  those  of  New  Holland. 

The  buildings  are  of  stone,  brick,  and  lath  and  plaister; 
weather-boarded;  and  the  houses  are  durable.  There  are 
two  churches;  one  St.  Philip's,  which  possesses  a  very  hand- 
some sorviee  of  communion  plate,  presented  by  his  Majesty, 
and  received  by  the  Calcutta,  on  the  8th  of  October,  180S ; 
and  the  other,  St.  John's,  at  Parramatta :  There  are  likewise 
a  school  and  chapel  at  Hawkesbury,  where  divine  service  is 
performed.  Two  jails  have  also  been  ^erected  in  the  cdooy. 
A  house  has  been  built  for  the  governor  at  each  of  the  princi- 
pal settlements ;  which  also  possess  several  very  comdnodioas 
barracks,  with  many  other  public  buildings,  and  a  great 
number  of  extensive  and  handsome  houses,  the  property  of 
private  individuals.  There  are  a  stone  bridge,  and  several 
very  substantial  wooden  ones,  which,  if  not  celebrated  for 
beauty,  are  found  extremely  serviceable,  and  well  calcukted 
for  all  the  present  purposes  of  the  colony,  which  is  not  yet 
sufficiently  advanced  in  prosperity  to  prefer  ornament  to  use* 
A  new  stone  citadel  is  in  a  course  of  building,  on  which  the 
Royal  Standard,  for  the  first  time  in  these  settlements,  was 
hoisted  on  the  4th  of  June,  1803;  and  several  batteries  are 
erected. 

The  Governor's  house  is  built  of  brick,  plastered  over,  and 
has  very  convenient  stables  and  outhouses,  and  is  a  very 
pleasant  and  comfortabte  residence;  the  garden  and  shrubs 
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bery  extend  to  about  four  acres.  In  the  garden  is  a  Piik! 
tree  growing  of  amazing  height  and  thickness;  the  knots 
from  this  tree  are  used  instead  of  flambeaux,  and  bum  re- 
markably well.  Adjoining  are  the  military  barracks,  built  of 
brick,  and  forming  a  square.  The  largest  of  which  was 
erected  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Foveaux  :  This  is  an  ex- 
tensive well-built  place,  and  was  finished  in  far  less  time  than 
any  building  ever  begun  upon  by  government  in  that  settle- 
ment, considering  its  magnitude.  Near  this  place  is  an  ex- 
tensive Government  Granary,  having  nine  windows  in  front 
on  each  floor :  it  was  built  of  brick  and  plastered  over,  under 
the  direction  of  his  excellency  Governor  Hunter.  Attached 
to  this  building,  on  the  right,  is  a  very  useful  military  store, 
and  on  the  left  a  store  for  the  issue  of  provisions. 

The  Church  is  a  plam  neat  stone  building,  and  has  a  peat 
of  eight  bells  therein,  but  they  are  not  veiy  hannoniaus. 
The  Orphan  House  is  built  of  brick,  and  belongs  to  Granham 
Blaxcell,  Esq.  whose  zeal  for  the  colony,  and  whose  iodustry 
have  equally  entitled  him  to  the  praise  and  esteem  oi  all. 
Many  of  the  warehouses  belonging  to  private  individuals  are 
extremely  commodious  and  extensive  ;  but  the  most  magni- 
ficent dwelling-house  in  the  colony  belongs  to  Mr.  SinKMi 
Lord.  At  Campbells'  wharf,  a  ship  of  large  dimensions  can 
load  or  unload  with  any  tide.  The  General  Hospitals  are  be^ 
hind  the  Government  Dock  Yard,  from  which  is  a  road  lead- 
ing on  the  hill,  and  takes  various  directions  to  the  houses  and 
streets  on  the  rocks. 

From  the  west  side  of  the  Cove  there  is  a  most  extensive 
and  grand  view.  One  one  side  of  the  land  which  is  farthest 
seen,  is  the  Harbour;  and  on  the  other,  is  an  amaziug  ex* 
panse  of  sea.  There  is  a  carriage-road  made  from  Sydney  to 
the  extreme  point,  which  is  South  Head,  and  a  great  many 
carriages  and  horsemen  frequently  go  down  there  to  spend 
the  day,  or  to  see  any  vessels  which  may  appear  off  the  land. 
On  South  Head  are,  a  Flag-staff,  a  Lookout-house,  and  an 
Obelisk ;  and  betwixt  it  and  the  North  Head,  is  a  nanow 
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entrance,  by  which  vessels  eoter  tke  port,  about  seven  miles 
froiQ  Sydney.  The  small  island  in  the  centre  is  called  Pinch- 
gaty  which  name  originated  from  some  persons  being  placed 
there  on  an  allowance  of  provisions  for  some  offence,  where 
they  built  an  oven,  the  remains  of  which  are  yet  to  be  seen  : 
At  this  time  tbeie  is  a  man  named  Brown,  before  spoken  of, 
hung  in  chains  on  this  spot,  for  committing  several  murders. 
The  other  islands,  between  these  and  the  heads,  are  called 
Garden,  Shark's,  and  Clark*s  Islands.  On  tlie  land  to  tlie 
right  of  Pinch-gut,  called  Bennillong*s  Point,  the  native  of 
that  name,  who  was  once  in  England,  had  a  hut  built  by 
government;  but  he  soon  left  it,  and  it  was  destroyed: 
There  are  also  the  remains  of  a  battery  there. 

The  bridge,  the  only  one  built  of  stone  in  the  whole  colony, 
is  a  very  bad  structure.  The  road  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge  is  called  Spring-row ;  it  leads  to  several  streets,  and 
joins  the  main  road  to  Parramatta,  &c. ;  below  the  paling  of 
which  there  are  very  large  Tanks,  cut  in  rocks,  to  supply  the 
town  and  shipping  with  water ;  but  there  is  another  watering- 
place  for  ships  on  the  north  side  of  the  Cove,  very  commodi- 
ous, and  the  permission  to  use  which  produces  a  small  annual 
income  to  the  Orphan  fund.  The  rows,  commencing  above 
the  foot  of  the  bridge,  on  the  east  side,  are  called  Chapel, 
Pitt*s,  and  Serjeant-Major's  rows,  the  latter  of  which,  runs  to 
the  Brick-fields,  towards  Parramatta. 

Over  the  south  creek  at  Hawkesbury  a  floating  bridg^ias 
been  erected,  which  has  proved  greatly  beneficial  to  the 
public ;  since,  previous  to  its  completion,  every  person  who 
had  occasion  to  go  to  that  settlement,  and  in  many  cases  from 
one  farm  to  another,  was  obliged  to  pass  to  and  fro  in  a  boat. 
As  this  bridge  was  constructed  by  an  individual  (Mr.  Andrew 
Thompson,  a  settler)  at  his  own  expense,  the  following  tolls 
are  allowed  to  be  demanded : — For  every  foot-passenger,  four- 
pence,  or  ten  shillings  per  annum;  for  each  horse,  single  or 
in  draught,  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  two  pounds  ten 
shillings  per  annum ;  for  waggons,  or  other  four-wheel  carri- 
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ages*,  with  not  more  than  half  a  ton  lading,  one  shilling  and 
sixpence,  or  one  pound  ten  shillings  per  annum  ;  for  carts,  or 
carriages  with  two  wheels,  laden  or  not,  each  one  shilling  and 
sixpence,  or  one  pound  ten  shillings  per  annum ;  for  sheep, 
undor  a  score,  two-pence  each,  and  by  the  score  two  shillings 
and  sixpence,  or  two  pounds  ten  shillings  per  annum ;  swine 
and  goats,  the  same  as  sheep.  Passengers,  horses,  carts,  and 
carriages,  are  allowed  to  pass  and  repass,  during  the  same  day, 
with  one  ticket ;  and  a  considerable  income  is  derived  from 
this  toll; 


CHAP.  XXXVIL 

Circumstances  and  Causes  which  have  retarded  the  Improvement  o€ 
the  Colony — Public  Buildings — ^Waste  ofStores — Private  Individuals 
hiring  Convicts — ^Task  Work — ^Imprisonment  for  Debt — Orphan 
Children— Monopoly  of  rmported  Goods-^Excesshre  Profits  arising 
from  Traffic-^Extraordinary  Allowances — ^Abo8e»  in  the  Medical 
Depaitment^-Expeoces  of  dependant  Settlements . 


Having  thus  traced  the  progress  of  the  colony  and  its  pre- 
sent state,  we  shall  proceed  to  add  such  hints  respecting  its 
future  improvement  as  nattirally  arise  from  a  review  of  the 
foregoing  statement.  A  late  writer,  to  whom  we  have  before 
referred,  has  given  some  very  essential  information  on  this  in- 
teresting subject.  As  a  great  variety  of  opinion  exist  on  the 
policy  of  establishing  and  continuing  to  support  this  settle- 
ment, it  becomes  a  question  of  great  national  importance, 
both  as  it  relates  to  the  administration  of  justice,  and  to  the 
power  and  iSnances  of  this  country. 

That  a  period  of  twenty-two  years  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  render  New  South  Wales  independant  of  the  mother  coun- 
try,  is  a  reflection  which  must  produce  strong  and  ongenial 
suspicions  of  the  prudence  of  those  n^ethods  which  have  been 
pursued  to  accelerate  such  a  desirable  end ;  and  the  continn* 
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moee  of  the  kte  system^  the  inefBciency  of  which  has  been 
amply  illustrated  by  recent  events,  and  facts  which  are  incoQ« 
trovertible,  is,  of  all  evils,  the  most  sincerely  to  be  deprecated 
and  guarded  against.  Of  the  capability  of  the  settlement  to 
produce  adequate  means  for  the  subsistence  of  its  members, 
tliere  can  be  but  a  single  opinion  amongst  persons  who  are 
enabled,  from  experience,  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  fertility 
of  the  soil ;  and  it  must,  consequently,  form  an  evident  con- 
clusion, that  some  unnatural  check  must  have  sprung  up  to 
impede  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings.  The  object,  how-, 
everj  is  not  to  deprecate  the  opinions  of  othei-s,  but  to  give  to 
the  public  those  ideas  of  improvement  which  naturally  arise, 
and  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  others, 
who  are  equally  or  better  qualified  to  decide  upon  this  impor- 
tant subject. 

Complaints  having  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
expenses  of  the  colony,  which  have  accumulated,  rather  tlian 
diminished,  with  the  increasing  growth  of  the  settlement,  we 
shall  first  enter  into  a  statement  of  the  causes  of  this  aug- 
mented expense,  part  of  which,  as  we  shall  hope  to  demon- 
state  with  clearness,  has  arisen  out  of  the  nature  of  things, 
and  the  other  part  may  be  attributed  to  various  causes. 

1st.  As  to  the  retarded*progress  of  public  buildings,  and 
diminution  in  the  labour  of  the  convicts. — ^This  decease  in  the 
quantity  of  labour  performed,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  natu- 
ral falling-ofiT  in  the  strength  of  the  convicts  employed  in  go-^ 
vernment  labour,  from  deaths,  desertions,  and  their  becoming 
free.  Those  who  were  first  sent  to  the  colony,  and  had  been 
originally  transported  for  seven  and  fourteen  years,  had  served 
their  times,  the  former  in  17^3,  and  the  latter  in  1 800 ;  num- 
bers had  been  released  from  their  servitude  on  account  of  their, 
exemplary  behaviour,  or  of  services  done  to  the  colony;  and 
all  who  became  settlers  bemg  allowed  one^  two,  or  more  oou«- 
victs  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  tract  assigned  to  them, 
the  reduction  in  those  who  laboured  for  the  crown  must  ne-. 
cessarily  have  been  very  considerable,  and  must  still  continue 
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Id  an  iticreasing  degree,  owing  to  the  great  numbers  of  free 
settlers  who  have  been  allanred  to  go  out  from  England^  am- 
ny  of  whom  have  only  been  a  great  expense  to  government, 
and  an  hindrance  to  the  settlement.  From  a  correct  estima- 
tion taken  in  the  year  1800,  it  was  ascertained  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  convicts  employed  in  the  service  of  government 
at  the  close  of  1 T^^^  had  been  subsequently  discharged.  From 
that  period  to  the  year  1800,  1259  new  male  convicts  arrived, 
effective  and  non-effective,  a  number  which  was  insufficient 
to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  occasioned  by  those  who  had  €>b- 
tained  their  liberations  in  consequence  of  having  completed 
their  terras  of  scrnlude,  and  the  emancipations  which  have  ta- 
ken place,  the  number  of  which  together  amounted  to  1204, 
without  including  the  deaths,  casualties,  and  escapes,  which 
may  be  taken  at  an  equal  number;  nor  were  there  more  em- 
ployed by  the  crown  than  710  when  Governor  King  wns  suc- 
ceeded in  the  command  of  the  colony  (although  a  great  ma- 
ny had  arrived  between  those  periods),  including  the  vast 
numbers  allowed  to  officers,  settlers,  and  others,  and  but  few 
of  the  remainder  were  either  mechanics  or  persons  adapted 
to  the  improvement  of  the  colony ;  therefore  from  these  cau- 
ses it  must  be  evident  to  every  rational  mind,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  colony  towards  perfecfion  and  prosperity  has,  in 
fact,  been  as  rapid  as  could  be  e^cpected,  considering  the  dr- 
camstances  of  the  settlement ;  and  an  opinion  of  a  contiaiy 
nature  must  have  been  grounded  upon  an  exaggerated  esti- 
mate of  the  means  which  existed,  and  an  intire  ignorance  of 
the  due  proportion  which  they  have  borne  to  die  labour  re- 
quired at  their  hands. 

2dTy.  As  to  the  expenditure  of  thie  stores  which  were  for- 
warded to  the  colony,  in  the  interval  which  elapsed  fifom  the 
departure  of  Governor  PhilBp,  in  December,  17^2,  to  the  ar- 
rival of  Governor  Hunter,  in  December,  1795. — ^It  has  been 
subsequently  ascertained,  tliat  in  thishspe  of  two  years  und 
three-qaarrers,  a  sufficiency  of  stores  had  been  received  to 
mipply  the  real  wants  of  ihe  settlement  fdt  a  period  nearly 
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Ariceas  long;  whaneas  as  the  whole  was  expended,  the 
store-honses  were  found  empty  at  the  arrival  of  the  latter  go- 
vernor from  England.  In  consequence  of  the  profusion  which 
bad  thus  heen  practised,  although  it  might  at  that  time  be 
deeilied  needful,  his  excellency  Governor  Hunter  was  redu« 
ced  to  the  necessity  of  purchasing  new  stores  at  an  expensive 
market,  where  every  advantage  was  taken  of  the  necessity 
which  had  induced  the  demand,  and  the  most  exorbitant  pri- 
ces  were  charged  for  each  article.  It  is  understood  from  very 
good  authority,  that  two  pounds  were  paid  for  a  pair  of  men't 
shoes,  and  thirty  shillings  for  women's ;  tobacco  was  forty 
ahilUngs  per  lb.;  soap  twelve  shillings,  and  sugar  eight  shil- 
lings; abeaver  hat  and  a  coarse  jacket,  fetched  five  pounds 
each,  and  every  other  article  in  an  equal  proportion.  A  great 
deal  of  time  was  also  lost  in  endeavouring  to  make  implement 
of  husbandry,  mechanical  took,  and  other  requisites  of  a  si- 
milar description.  The  reduced  state  of  the  colony  at  this 
period  was  also  rendered  still  more  deplorable,  by  the  neglect 
of  the  government  in  England  to  comply  wkh  the  urgent  re- 
quisitions of  Governor  Hunter  for  such  supplies  as  were 
necessary.  The  exhaustion  of  the  stores  of  clothing  and  beds 
and  blankets,  assisted  to  fill  the  hospital  with  patiests,  and 
rendered  the  purehase  of  (hese  articles  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble at  any  price,  and  on  any  terms  on  which  they  might  be 
procured.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  backwardness  which  dis- 
played itself  at  this  time  in  the  government  to  dbpatch  the 
stores  which  were  demanded,  arose  from  a  conviction  that  the 
supplies  which  had  been  previoiJi3ly  sent  in  such  abundance 
were  sufRciently  ample  fbr  all  theimmediate  wants  of  the'  co- 
lony, and,  consequently,  that  the  pressure  of  necessity  cmld 
not  be  so  great  as  was  represented ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  those  officers  who  administered  the  government 
of  the  colony,  on  the  arrival  of  their  successors,  would  depict 
die  situation  of  the  settlement,  and  the  state  of  the  stores,  in 
any  other  than  in  a  favourable  light,  particulary  to  Us  Majes- 
ty's mhristers  at  home;  aline  <rfcotuiuct  whidi  tended  con- 
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siderably  to  enhance  tbe  mischiefs  which  had  beea  aheady 
showered  upon  the  inhabitants,  by  the  perhaps  too  liberal  dis* 
tribution  which  had  been  displayed  in  the  issuing  of  the  vari* 
ous  necessaries  during  their  adminstration. 

3dly.    As  to  the  custom  of  allomng  to  settlers  a  certain 
nufnber  of  convicts,  for  years,  to  assist  in  the  tillage,  and  con* 
tinning  to  victual   those  servants  out  of  the  public  stores, — 
it  is  clear  from  what  follows,  that  much  evil  has  arisen,  from 
the  unrestrained  issue  of  thisf  indulgence.  Tbe  original  object 
of  this  grant  was,  to  enable  the  young  farmer  to  clear  the  tract 
which  was  assigned  to  him,  and  to  bring  it  into  a  condition 
which  would  enable  it  to  produce  a  maintenance  for  its  pos« 
sessor;  then  he  was  required  to  take  the  convicts  wh^h  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  retain,  entirely  off  the  public  stcnres, 
and  to  victual  and  clothe  them  at  his  own  cost.    The  abuse 
of  this  indulgence,  however,  has  arisen  from  the  extention  of 
its  advantages  to  an  unlimited  term ;  so  that  the  farmer  is 
interested  in  retarding  the  efforts  which  he  might  otherwise 
be  induced  to  make  for  the  improvement  of  his  land,  in  older 
to  save  himself  from  the  burden  of  supporting  his  servants; 
and  thus  a  spirit  of  indolence  is  promoted,  and  the  original 
intention  of  the  measure  is  totally  perverted.    The  ccmtinu- 
ance  of  this  pernicious  system,  previous  to  the  administratioQ 
of  Governor  Hunter,  had  induced  the  settlers  to  look  upon  it 
as  a  right,  rather  than  an  indulgence.    Numbers  c^  useful 
mechanics,  whose  services  might  have  been  turned  to  advan- 
tage, in  the  exercise  of  their  different  professions  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit  were  thus  given  to  those  who  cultivated  lands, 
until  their  term  was  expired ;  and  no  sooner  did  they  recovej: 
ibar  freedom,  than  they  quitted  the  service  of  government 
for  more  lucrative  employments }  the  consequence  was,  arti- 
ficers at  a  high  price  were  to  be  hired  by  the  governor,  to  build 
those  store4K>uses  which  might  have  been  erected  before,  and 
to  repair  the  towns  of  Paramatta  and  Toongabbee,  which  were 
faHing^into  ruins,  on  account  of  the  n^cessmy  repairs  having 
been  teglected  at  a  proper  season ;  Tb^  was  a  new  expence. 
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entailed  upon  the  government,  and  many  thousands  were 
expended,  which  foresight  and  prudent  policy  might  have  sa- 
ved. 

Another  cause  of  superfluous  e3q>ense  to  the  crown,  was  to  be 
found  in  the  employment  of  the  convicts  to  perform  the  pub- 
lic service  by  task-work,  which  was  completed  by  nine  or  tea 
o*clock  in  the  morning,  and  thus  left  the  hands  free  to  assist 
in  the  cultivation  of  those  tracts  of  land  which  had  been  gran* 
ted  to  different  descriptions  of  persons.  Thus  was  the  go* 
vemment  labour  protracted  in  a  most  shameful  d^ree;  the 
labour  of  little  more  than  a  week  requiring  the  lapse  of  a 
montli  to  comjrfete  it ;  and  thus,  also^  several  were  induced, 
by  their  attention  to  their  individoal  interests,  to  neglect  the 
service  of  the  colony.  The  consequence  of  this  innovation 
was,  the  rapid  clearing  and  cultivation  of  such  persons'  estates, 
and  the  erection  of  comfortable  residences  and  the  ac(j^ition 
of  furth^  accommodations,  which  they  must  otherwise  have 
waited  some  time  to  obtain ;  while  the  buildings  which  were 
required  to  be  raised  for  the  security  of  the  stores,  and  for 
other  purposes  of  equal  necessity,  were  greatly  retarded.  It 
b  certain  also  that  thb  conduct  tended  to  relax  the  discipline 
which  ought  to  have  been  rigidly  preserved  amongst  the  con- 
victs, and  produced  a  general  carelessness  of  the  general  in- 
terest; and  it  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  Govemw 
Hunter  succeeded  in  the  adoption  of  a  contrary  line  of  beha- 
viour. Habits  of  dissipation  and  indolence  resulted  from  this 
pernicious  mode  of  bartering  the  public  for  individual  inter- 
est, which  had  taken  such  deep  root»  as  to  render  their  com- 
plete eradication  matter  of  the  most  extreme  difficulty:  The 
encroachments  on  the  hours  of  labour  for  the  crown  has, 
however,  been  done  away  by  Governor  Hunter,  and  a  more 
regular  system  has  been  adopted  in  the  allowance  of  convicts 
and  other  indulgences  to  settlers,  &c.  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  since  his  excellency  departure. 

The  custom  of  imprisoning  for  debt  those  persons  who  are 
employed  in  the  public  service,  constitutes  the  5th  article  of 
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notice;  and  this  pnclisehad  been  cscried  to  web  a  pkoiit 
that  dealers  woald  readily  give  credit  to.  ixmvicts^  or  my  sa- 
vants of  the  crown,  under  the  idea  that  they  might  sue  ibe 
aaoount^  and  imprison  them^  or  obtain  the  benefit  of  tbeir  la* 
faonr  until  the  debt  was  liquidated.    The  necessities  of  the 
convicts  frequently  ooinpeUed  them  to  seek  ior  credit,  aoii 
thus  to  throw  themselves  into  the  power  of  those  iuiquttoos 
designers.    In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  this  prac- 
tice many  of  the  convicts  were  immured  continually,  am} 
thus  the  public  was  deprived  of  their  services ;  since  they  pre* 
ferred  remaining  indokotly  in  confinemenit  to  making  those 
oomplaiots  to  the  governor,  whidb  would  have  led  to  their 
idease,  and  reinatatkw  in  their  former  situations  of  labour. 
Governor  Hunter  no  sooner  made  bimaelf  acquainted  witb 
the  mischievous  extent  to  which  this  conduct  was  carried^ 
than  lif  published  an  order,  in  which  be  prohibited,  every 
person  in  trade  from  ^  crediting  the  servants  of  the  erovn^ 
under  4be  plea  of  their  being  at  liberty  to  imprison  their  pcf-r 
sons;  if  such  credit  was^iven»  it  was  to  be  understood  aa  be- 
ing done  at  the  risk  of  tlie  creditor^  on  tbe  good  iaith  be  e^ 
tertained  of  the  intcgnty  of  the  persons  he  so  entrusted,  but 
that  tbe  public  sbouU  not  be  deprived  of  tbe  labour  of  its  ser* 
vants  for  the  partial  aooouMnodation  of  individual    Tbi^ 
order  was  dated  tbe  4th  of  October»  17^  three  yeais  after 
the  return  of  Governor  (iunter  to  tbe  administration  of  his 
Ugh  nod  responsible  office ;  and  the  reg^ubtion  was  justified 
by  the  aitu4tion  of  the  colony^  and  the  abuses  which  had 
sprung  out  of  tbe  custom.    After  tbe  publicalioo  of  this 
order,  however,  many  persons  were  committed  to  prison  for 
debt,  who9e  situatioD,  as  convicts,  exempted  them  from  in- 
caroeratioo ;  but  dus  apparent  breach  of  the  regulation  was 
entirdly  attributable  to  tbe  ignor«icex>f  tbe  court  which  had 
thus  decided,  that  the  person  against  whom  their  warrant  was 
directed,  was  at  tbe  time  a  bond-servant,  and^  consequently^ 
within  the  reach  of  this  clause.    Whenever  a  commitment  of 
thb  descriptipn  oame  to  the  governor's  knowledge  (which  w^a 
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always  the  cise  in  a  few  days,  when  the  report  of  the  priaoocrs 
fbrdebt  was  delivered  to  him) »  the  delinquent  was  iikmedi- 
ately  enlarged,  since  his  confinement  was  illegal,  as  eontrary 
to  the  order  which  had  been  published  on  the  subject. 

Another  cause  of  etpenee,  comprising  the  6th  in  this  enu- 
meratioDy  arose  out  of  the  nuaaber  of  orphan  chiUi^a  in  the 
settlement,  who  were  allowed  full  ration  and  clothiiig*at  the 
charge  of  governnent*  This  evil  has,  liowever,  expeiieiiced 
a  Yery  natural  reduction,  from  the  judicious  measures  adopted 
by  Governor  Hunter,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  a  fimd  for 
the  benefit  of  these  orphans;  the  coosequtoce  of  which  has 
been,  the  completion  of  a  school  for  the  education  and  main'- 
tenanee  of  female  children  of  that  description,  and  whidi  is 
now  supported  by  various  imposts  upon  merehandize,  aad 
other  taxation  or  fines  for  certain  ofiences  against  the  geuend 
orders.  The  children  embraced  by  this  charity  aie  not  aim- 
ply  the  offspring  of  deceased  parents,  but  such  other  cMlirra, 
also,  as  have  been  left  unprovided  for^  by  the  desertion  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  foster  them,  or  for  the  circumstance  of 
their  being  found  to  l)e  worthless  and  profligate  cfaaraeters,or  by 
their  having  betrayed  a  carelessness  and  indiffinenoe  as  to  their 
moral  improvement;  and  it  said,  ikM  there  is  every  ^»pe«r- 
ance.  of  a  great  good  arising  from  this  fouadadon,  by  rescu- 
ing  from  infiuny  and  shame,  and  brioging  up  to  a  life  of  vir« 
tue  and  industry,  a  number  of  fine  young  girls,  whom  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  will  strive  to  repay  the  paternal  care  that  has 
been  taken  oftltem  in  their  juvenile  days,  by  a  strict  adhei^ 
ance  to  every  pure  indinaticm  as  they  rise  in  age,  and  agiata- 
f  ul  remembrance  of  those  from  wliom  their  happiaess  had 
sprung.  ' 

7thly.  The  establishment  of  a  most  injurious  monopoty 
amongst  the  inhafaitaiils  of  the  settlement,  which  has  tended 
to  the  rain  of  fair  trade.*— The  commencement  of  thb  baMU 
system  b  traced  baeh  to  the  administniidon  of  Governor  Phil- 
lip. In  a  very  scarce  period,  when  all  classes  were  labomsg 
under  every  kind  of  privalfam^  the  oAecrapmyed  leare  of  the 
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goreraor  to  eharler  the  ship  Britmnia  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope^  to  bring  back  cattle  and  other  ankles  od  their  account, 
far  wfaieh  speculatioii  a  conaiderabie  sum  was  subscribed  in 
equal .  shares.  The  governor  assented  to  the  prapoaitiony  in 
ooosequcnee  of  the  pecolnr  state  of  the  cokmy  at  that  time ; 
hut  scaieelj  had  the  Britaovia  sailed  upon  her  voyage, 
when  the  governor,  havuig  reoeiTcd  leave  of  abaence,  left 
the  settieneot,  and  the  goveioaient  iinmediatcly  changed  its 
fcvns,  fimin  a  naval  to  a  military  systens.  In  oonaequeoce  cf 
this  variation,  permission  was  readily  obtained  for  the  disposal 
of  the  caigotfaus  imported  on  its  arrival,  and  after  its  passing 
thiough  the  hands  of  the  importevs,  the  chief  part  of  the  mer-- 
chandise  praduced  from  1000/.  to  2000/.  per  cent,  to  the  pri- 
vate retailed  These  extraordinary  advantages  could  but  be 
attended  with  evil  and  destructive  consequences  to  the  setde- 
ttcnt  at  large;  nor  does  the  system  of  monopoly,  whidi  was 
so  early  mlrodnecd  In  the  cokwy,  cease  to  spread  its  baleAd 
influeooe;  by  which  means  the  settlers,  who  were  deserving 
of  the  flsost  mariced  encouragement  and  indulgence,  stiH  re- 
main in  te  less  aOoent  circumsuinees  than  they  otherwise 
might  have  been.  This  topic  deserves  serious  attention,  and 
the  mild  hand  of  legialative  autliorityi  to  cheek  its  further 
•pernicious  eflbett. 

Having  spoken  thus  on  tlie  subject  of  monopoly,  which,  in 
a  fntttfe  period,  shall  be  fully  established^  and  which  has  ^ooca- 
aiened  the  saerifice  of  the  public  to  individttal  interest,  we 
riiaU  now  proceed  to  advert,  Bthiy,  to  Ae  loss  which  the  go^ 
vemment  has  sustained  in  the  dereliction  of  some  of  its  most 
valuable  servants,  who  have  been  alhired,  by  the  rapid  fortunes 
made  by  several  individuals,  to  quit  the  service  of  thepubticy 
and  to  embark  in  traffic.  The  inferior  officers  of  the  setde- 
ment,'  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privutea  of  the 
]«giuaeat,  have  been  infected  with  the  i«sh  far  dealing ;  and 
many  of  the  settiem  themselves  have  either  disposed  of  their 
fasms  or  deserted  Aem,  to  obsain  the  means  or  the  leisure  (a 
devotethemsefarestoaspeeiesofdeaHog  vrinch  never  finled 
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to  turn  to  good  accoant.  Mrajr  who  had  also  served  tbeir 
terma  of  transportatioD,  instead  of  lesiainu^  to  aid  the  puUie 
service^  withAiew  themsebes  fmn  the  stores^  and  turned 
their  thoughts  to  trade.  The  consequence  of  this  untveiBal 
inelination  to  one  object,  and  that  of  auch  an  ctvil  jnliHre^  be- 
rng  chiefly  confined  to  the  sak  of  spirits,  soon  became  obvious 
in  the  desertion  of  those  Sums  which  had  been  pieviouriy  tiikd 
with  so  aaueh  advantage,  and  in  the  neglect  ef  all  duties,  whe-* 
ther  of  a  puUic  or  private  natnre.  The  imniense  piofits  ande 
by  this  pursuit  served  as  a  new  stimulus  to  its  eontinuaoee: 
One  dealer  was  known  to  have  cleared  twelve  hundred 
pounds  sterliog  in  four  weeks,  and  chiefly  by  the  sale  of  api-* 
irits ;  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  lowest  otder,  who  comaseneed 
dealiog  with  five  pounds,  has  been  known  to  realize  five  hun- 
dred pcNinds  in  the  course  of  six  moBths.  It  must  naturally 
be  inferred,  thitf  the  most  base  imposition  must  have  been 
pnctised  to  render  this  business  so  extremely  lucrative,  and 
the  article  itself  must  have  been  diluted  away  to  excessive 
weakness  $  but  while  the  templatieA  ranuoaed  so  strong,  it  is 
not  to  be  woodeied  at  that  suoh  numbers  of  peiaoas,  in  a  co* 
lony  of  this  or  any  other  descriptkm,  should  be  found  to  quit 
every  other  object  for  a  fme  and  full  pursuit  of  one  so  full  of 
attractk>n.  Many  of  the  convicts  soon  acqiured  property  in 
this  way,  and  soase  oi  diose  who  had  been  in  that  unfortunate 
akuation,  by  their  good  conduct  are  now  oonaideredasreqiec** 
table  chameters,  and  are  in  possession  of  horses,  carriages^ 
and  servants,  with  a  sufltciency  to  secure  their  tpdqMndaooe 
during  the  remainder  of  their  livea«  The  military  have  also 
made  considerable  wealth  by  the  saoie  couise,  and  the  con^ 
sequence  was  the  instilment  into  eveiy  bosom  of  a  conscious 
ness  .of  independence,  which  was  &tal  to  that  strict  8ubor£B-> 
atien  which  ought  to  beflsaintained  and  enforeed.  Non-oonw 
nuasioned  ofieers  ware  theprincipalaoiacsinthis  departaMirt» 
and  being  connected  by  the  ties  of  eomman  interest,  they  fat* 
med  a  oombinatioB  which  iniarfered  with  dw  naiddle  class 
of  iohabitanta,  suice  dwy  eouUi  goton  bourd  auy  vessels  on 
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acooiint  <tf  thdr  rank,  which  gave  them  the  priidlege  of  doing 
so»  without  b«ing  under  the  necessity  of  obtuniog  a  written 
pass  for  that  purpose.  The  principle  of  allowing  a  servant 
to  enter  into  traffic,  is  fraught  with  the  most  serious  mis- 
chief;  sinee  he  is  not  only  led  to  neglect  the  duties  lie  has 
undertiicen  to  perform,  but  gradually  becomes  independent 
in  his  feelings  and  of»nions,  and  substitutes  insoleoce  of  con- 
duct for  the  respect  which  ought  to  mark  his  hehavk>ttr.  The 
▼akie  of  an  article  also  becomes  greatly  enhanced  to  the  ockh 
sunmv  when  it  is  permitted  to  pass  through  so  many  hands, 
eadi  individual  of  whom  must  place  upon  it  a  profit  which  be 
deems  adequate  to  the  labour  on  his  ingenuity.  Allowing 
liberty  to  a  prisoner  to  pursue  this  kind  of  avocation  is  pro- 
ductive of  another  evil^  it  leads  him,  by  gradual  steps,  firom 
becoming  careless  of  his  pioper  duty,  to  the  assumptioii  of  a 
degree  of  important  and  independence  which  induces  \Am 
to  place  himself  above  his  master,  and  thus  controverts  the 
natural  and  necessary  distinctions  of  society.  This  traffic  has 
also  oi^^oated  numerous  frauds  of  a  pecuniary  descriptiop, 
amongst  which  may  be  mentioned,  as  the  most  notorious,  the 
custom  of  indorsing  notes  of  hand  over  to  persons,  without 
receiving  any  consideration  for  the  same,  and  thus  making 
them  the  plaiotifis  in  tlie  suits  which  they  were  permitted  to 
institute.  Prom  all  these  practices  it  has  resulted,  that  nu- 
merous settlers  have  been  induced  to  neglect  or  quit  their 
faraw,  wUch,  with  industrious  management,  were  competent 
to  the  supply  of  all  their  nece&sary  wants,  and  thus  to  dimi- 
nish the  means  of  procuring  subsistence  for  the  colony  i  and 
they  have  becmne  dtssatisied  with  a  country,  which  is  capa- 
ble of  being  made  the  most  lovely  end  prolific  in  the  world. 
Amongst  the  inhalntants,  also^  was  introduced  the  vice  of 
gaminf?— ^  natural  consequence  of  the  astonishing  iocreaae 
of  wealth  in  men  <rf  little  principle  and  no  ecmMimy  $  drun- 
kenness was  the  ready  way  to  tbis  crime,  and  so  addicrted 
were  many  of  every  clan  of  society  to  it,  that  they  senipM 
I30t,  after  losing  the  prop^  wUch  they  possessed,  tn  stake 
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that  which  they  HA  not  possess.  Some  persons,  hoirever, 
either  favoured  by  ficntttoe,  or  possessing  more  prvdence  thaa 
their  ttofintonate  companioDs,  contrived  to  retain  the  pioperty 
they  bad  gained,  and  by  applying  it  to  traffic  are  now  in  a  state 
of  afflueneeof  windi  fcw  penonscan  ibrm  an  accurate  eon* 
ception. 

The  9th  kem  of  expence  is  to  be  found  in  the  provisiona 
and  spirits  issued  to  parties  on  command;  a  custom  which 
has  been  esteemed  proper  and  necessary  in  eases  where  such 
partsea  have  iieen  employed  in  partienhir  services  for  tiie  pub* 
lie  bensit,  and  in  no  otiier  cases  have  they  been  issued  du« 
ring  die  adnioistrations  of  governors  Phillip  and  Hunter. 
These  aervices  were  of  various  descriptions,  parties  being  fire- 
iqoeatly  detached  in  pursuit  of  those  who  had  absconded,  ei* 
dier  ifMo  the  woods,  or  had  carried  off  boats,  and  endeavoured 
to  escape  over  the  ocean ;  others  were  oftentimes  employed 
in  eaccursioos  into  the  interior,  to  obtain  a  more  perfect  and 
compcehensive  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  production 
of  the  country ;  others  again  were  sent,  at  times,  to  reconnoitre 
the  herds  of  cattle,  to  remark  their  progress,  and  see  that 
no  attempts  were  made  to  destroy  such  an  useful  resource ; 
the  inspection  of  the  various  settlements  also  occupied  some 
detachments ;  small  divisions  were  dispatched  to  cnrize  and 
survey  the  coast ;  and  the  crews  of  colonial  vessels,  which 
were  engaged  in  going  to  and  from  the  Hawkesbury,  as  well 
as  to  the  more  dbtant  settlements,  were  in  the  haUt  of  receif^ 
ing  these  extra  supplies,  as  they  had  no  other  means  of  in- 
creasing their  common  allowance,  when  such  augmeniatioQ 
was  necessary :  Certain  customary  rations  were  also  given  to 
the  settlers  while  they  were  empk>yed  in  making  and  repair- 
ing the  different  roads  which  led  to  the  settlements,  and  at 
wUch  periods  they  received  altowances  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  days  during  which  their  services  were  required.  It 
had  also  been  usual  to  give  one  pint  of  spirits  weekly  to  each 
of  the  clerics  employed  in  the  oflfiees  of  the  governor,  secret 
tmj,  commissipoery,  and  judge  advocate :  a  sindliar  pprtiw 
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WM  dM>  ia8iicdt»tbe€0DstiUes€ftkecio»BandOTenMm; 
aodahotosuchooBstabkaof  distrietoasiveffeckMniMt  of 
the  inhabitaits  who  were  iiotprisooen»  aad  wki^  niiii  thor 
fiuniHcs,  were  victualled  finom  the  pttblic  alares;  but  aoneof 
these  hare  been  sahieqiieiidy  done  awqr  with*  faeiog  cen&i- 
dered  by  Governor  King  as  a  superiooos  addidoo  to  tllealrea- 
^  exoaufe  ei^occs  of  the  cok»y.  Ifacae  are  abo  many 
other  occaaioBal  diities»  the  penona  enqrieyed  inwlneh  wvnid 
be  entitled  to  the  allowaBce«»  Iioid  a  aenae  of  tbcir 
aabkneeeaiity,  since  it  19  siifficieatly  evident  that  i 
are  called  upon  andexpeeted  to  perfemi  aervia 
GSUBMNi  exefftioo,  must  receive  additional  UMaas  of  increas- 
ing their  iJiyaical  strength^andofenabliagdienitoejieeiite 
die  task  assigned  to  them. 

A  MMk  cause  of  loss  to  the  ciowiiy  and  of  the  exfieBaes  of 
the  colonvi  rcsahed  from  the  abases  lormeriy  pmetised  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  colony;  amongst  whicji  it  was 
onstomary  to  screen  the  convalescent  labeoreis  in  die  Haepi- 
taly  and  to  employ  them  for  individual  benefit^  ao  that  the  pa- 
tittits  were  thus  l^pt  under  the  hauds  of  medieal  bkq  looger 
than  was  requisite  for  the  establishmeot  of  their  heaitb :  An 
imposition  of  this  nature  called  for  immediate  steps  on  the 
psfft  of  the  govemor,  but  uuloitttnately  his  cKcelleoGy  Gover- 
nor Hunter  Ad  not  receive  information  of  this  iniquileu&pta^* 
tice  until  he  had  delivered  up  bis  execudve  powes  and  wm 
eariifirfced»ar  othefwiae  he  expre^ed  his  determination  to  have 
put  a  stop  to  the  disgraceful  proceediug ;  it  bas^  however^  sub- 
sa^uently  been  -done  away  with.  At  one  iiaoCf  it  was  asoer- 
tained^  there  were  forty  or  fifty  convicts  who  were  tbus  kept 
in.  tbe.Hoapital,  and  were  employedby -a  medical  nwinio  the 
ftartbeiance  of  his  private  interests,  and  such  othcvMWctipa- 
tiotisasliemaKkedoutfor  Aem)  totheloss.of  efevnapoftods 
five  sfailliflga  a  day  to  the  cmwn.  Such  a  ciremnstamse  as 
tlli%  (nim  a  quarter  so  totaUy  WMapectedy  affcrdad  aa  nddi- 
timial  proof  cf  die  geaeml  disfositioii  which 
t  ^Imait  finery  class  of  aocatty  lo  puibdieir  i 
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interesf,  to  the  detriment  of  the  puMio  service;  and,  instead 
•  of  ghrin^  their  foil  assfstance  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  colony,  to  retard  its  progress,  and  make  its  necessities  the 
source  of  their  profit. 

The  1 1th  cause  of  lo!»  to  the  crown,  and  of  the  expenses 
to  the  colony,  arises  from  the  dependant  settkments  within 
the  h'mits  of  the  territory ;  and  although  the  goveroment  at  the 
River  Derwent  and  Port  Dalrymple  are  allowed  to  draw  sepa- 
rate Treasury  hills  far  their  internal  expenses,  yet,  the  quan- 
tity of  wheat,  maize,  salt  provisions,  skp  cloching,  and  other 
slores,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  send  fifom  the  priiieipd  seat 
of  government  to  those  places,  added  to  the  conveyance  and 
other  unavindable  charges,  enhances  the  expenees  at  Sydney 
to  an  amount  that  mo  person  would  bdieve  but  such  as  have 
had  aRopportuoity  of  being  an  eye-witness  to  the  mode  ia 
which  such  immense  sums  are  disposed  o^  or  upon  strictly 
investigating  the  voluminous  official  documents  which  are 
transmitted  from  that  colony.  As  the  accouolsof  theespense 
of  the  settlement  at  Newcastle  are  wholly  included  in  those 
at  Port  Jackson,  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  regular  esti«> 
mate  thereon ;  but  it  must  be  evident,  that  wlwre  the  subsist- 
ence of  such  distant  places  chiefly  depesd  upon  a  setttemeot 
but  a  short  time  colonized,  the  expenees  must  he  very  const*- 
deiaUe,  and  the  sup{>lies  must  be  given  <Nit  and  used  with  the 
greatest  caution,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  applying  to  a 
niarket  where  their  charges  are  generally  exorbitant,  and  isi 
naost  cases  optional. 

The  hst  source  of  expenee  to  the  gotemment  which  we 
shall  mention,  and  which;  although  now  also  done  away,  has 
lieeu  the  means  of  an  astonishing  increase  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  eplony«  From  tlie  fertility  of  its  soil,  NorMk  bland 
was  for  sMDc  time  considered  a  great  acquisition  to  the  princi- 
pal settlement ;  hut  subsequent  experiam  had  proved  the 
futility  of  this  idea,  since  the  price  of  grain,  instead  of  lower* 
ifig  in-  pTOfiortion  to  Ike  additioRal  trouble  bestowed  on  the 
cnhlvatim  of  the  soil,  lemaiaed  the  eame  ymt  h^foreid  pm* 
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cuatkMi  as  it  had  been  eight  yean  before*  As  m  place  for  nh- 
ing  swbe  thb  island,  indeed,  might  have  proved  of  aittcii  uti- 
lity, if  the  establishment  there  had  been  almost  entirely  redu- 
ced, and  the  attention  of  the  colony  had  been  ccmined  to  this 
,  sulgect,  and  to  the  curing  of  pork  for  the  consumption  of  all 
the  other  settlements ;  but  as  tlus  method  was  not  adopted,  it 
proved,  from  the  time  of  its  esteblishment>  a  continual  cbedc 
upon  the  proqwrity  of  the  principal  colony,  draining  those  re- 
scourees  which  ought  to  have  been  applied  to  diferent  pur- 
poses, where  the  hope  and  probability  of  some  recompense, 
adequate  to  the  expense,  might  have  been  more  sanguine, 
and  less  unlikely.  NoHblk  Ishmd^  so  for  from  returning  ai^ 
pmportionate  recompense  for  those  supplies,  had  not,  in  the 
course  of  thirteen  years,  sent  to  New  South  Wales  property 
of  any  description  exceeding  in  value  2000f. ;  during  which 
period  all  the  expenses  of  that  island  were  included  in  the  ge- 
neral account  of  the  whole  country  mth  the  Lords  Commis- 
skmeis  of  his  M^est/s  Treasury.  So  for  from  being  in  itself 
a  flourishii^  colony.  Governor  Hunter,  who  edled  there  in 
his  way  to  England  in  1800^  found  that  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  nnmbera  of  private  erections,  were  in  a  most  miserable 
condition ;  and  his  excellency  declared  that  be  had  scarcely 
seen  a  n^rotown  in  the  West  Indies  with  half  such  a  wretdi- 
ed  appearance.  The  grain  hero  and  there  displayed  a  pro- 
mising appearance,  and  swine  wcee  in  some  considerable 
number;  but  the  coast  was  dangerous,  Governor  Hunter  be- 
ing himself  once  wrecked  upon  it  in  the  Sinus,  and  nearly  lost 
with  all  his  8iiq>'s  crew;  and  this  circumstance  is  calculated 
to  deter  vessds  from  touching  at  the  island  in  quest  of  wood 
and  water,  which  are  both  pl^itifol,  but  which  may  be  procu- 
red in  equal  abundance  in  any  of  the  other  islands  of  tlie  PIk 
cific  Ocean  where  there  are  fewer  rocks  and  breakers  to  oon» 
tend  with,  and  wiiere  the  aoqmeseenee  of  the  natives  might 
easily  be  purohaaed.  In  addition  to  theabove  obstacles  and 
imtepiekms^appeanmces,  viessds  at  this  phuse  have  no  an-^ 
chaiajps,  but  art  oblifsdalwuya  to  keep  under  saij  andsb^ 
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have  been  known  to  be  blown  off  the  island  for  several  weeks 
together,  wkh  very  little  provision  on  board  whilst  apart  of  the 
crew  have  been  on  shore;  and  by  tliose  means  not  only  a 
coosldenthle  loss  has  accrued  to  the  merchants  or  owners,  but 
the  lives  of  a  number  of  fellow-^creatures  have  been  exposed 
to  the  most  insminent  danger. 


CHAK  XXXVIII. 

On  the  Means  of  improving  the  Colony— The  Governor  to  be  care^ 
fully  selected — ^The  Farmers  encouraged — Government  to  decline 
farming — Foreign  Trade  ought  to  be  cherished — ^The  Necessity  of 
establishing  a  Post-Office — Attention  recommended  to  the  Clothing, 
Stores,  and  Provisions  sent  by  Government — ^Neoessity  of  an  Akera« 
tion  in  the  Method  of  conveying  Convicts  from  Eng^nd* 

To  the  causes  detailed  in  the  preceding  chapter  it  may  be 
attributed  that  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  has  not  made 
a  more  rapid  progress  towards  independence,  but  has  so  long 
huogy  as  it  werci  upon  the  breast^  and  derived  its  sole  nourish'^ 
ment  from  the  food,  of  the  motlier  country*  To  raise  the 
settlements  from  this  state  of  dependence;  to  expunge  from 
its  early  page  that  stain  which  must  be  affixed  to  it  by  remo- 
ter ages;  to  stimulate  its  growth,  and  impel  it  i^ng  the  path 
which  leads  to  greatness,  must  be  the  object,  the  desire,  and 
tliC  hope,  of  every  one  who  feels  an  interest  in  its  prosperity. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  any  man  <rf  reason,  that  the  eariy 
days  of  a  colony  require  as  much  attention  and  assistance  as 
human  infancy,  and  that  a  course  of  improper  and  unskilful 
treatment  at  the  outset  must  undoubtedly  lay  the  foundation 
of  future  imbecility  and  ultimate  destruction.  Much  evil  has 
ali:eady  been  done  in  the  settlement,  but  it  is  not  yet  too  late 
to  apply  the  remedy;  the  malady  which  threatens  .the  exis- 
tence otthe  colony  has  not  yet  attained  to  an  incurable  beighl, 
and  if  the  premier  measures  aro  adopted,  prosperity  an4  bap- 
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fineis  my  be  seen,  where  adversity  and  apprehension  are  at 
{Mcaent  dbeoveved ;  and  theaeedsof  a  new  and  powerful  nation 
nay  not  be  doomed  to  perish,  before  they  have  acareely  bio- 
kan  Ae  ground  wbkh  was  imended  ibr  the  scene  of  their 
growtfi  and  expansion.  We  shall,  howiever,  proceed  to  sug- 
gest those  ideas  of  improvement  which  have  been  suggested 
by  those  most  intimately  acquainted  with  the  subject. 

To  &cilitate  the  rise  of  New  South  Wales  to  a  state  of  con- 
sequence and  independence,  its  interests  must  bf  entrusted 
to  a  governor  who  has  no  private  or  mercenary  views,  and 
will  sedc  after  nothing  but  the  welfare  of  the  colony ;  who  will 
diorotfghly  support  the  trust  and  honour  reposed  in  him,  as 
tne  representative  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign;  who  will 
not  ti^ait,  nor  suffer  others  to  treal^  the  officers  serving  under 
i&m  with  indigaity  $  who  will  not  study  the  rapid  rise  of  one 
man,  and  the  flndden  dowaftil  of  another,  but  will  administer, 
and  cause  justice  to  be  administered,  impartially  to  all  des- 
t^riptions  of  perscn%  and  only  shew  his  favour  to  those  whose 
eondoctis  sach  as  to  meiit  his  distinguished  notice.    Under 
such  a  man,  the  industrious  seltdien  should  receive  the  most 
'  liberal  encouragement  to  induce  them  tr>  pay  every  attcsition 
to  the  cultivation  of  their  lands  and  to  the  ^ring  of  stock,   h 
is  certain,  that  when  the  price -of  grain  basliMn  reduced  un- 
der ten  shillings  a  bushel  for  wheat,  five  sMKm  for  make 
andbariey,  md  four  shillings  and  six  pence^wK  qh^  ^ 
frower  has  very  frequently  been  a  loser,  wfthoo^^Ug^ttior 
that  in  the  course  of  the  season  there  had  been  m^  f^o^ 
U^t,  insect,  or  mst,  to  injure  the  growing  crops.  '  V^j^  ;§ 
iM»Toborated  by  Mr  Mann  from  the  general  knowle^l^  \^ 
lias  of  the  country,   having   taken   the   general    naWkis 
there  for  a  number  of  years,  and  from  the  concun^nt  epv 
nions  of  several  of  the  first  and  most  independent  ftoma^ 
'Aroughout  the  settlement ;  nor  can  any  man  who  is  a<s 
vtmnnted  widi  the  exorbitant  wages  demanded  by  eveiy  clasa 
of  Uxmrers,  who  are  not  prisoners  ass%ned  by  the  crawn  to 
their  emphiye^^  m  that  part  of  the  wertd,  and  the  gveM  SB^ 
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cullies  attendiiif  tke  various  oecufNUioiis  be  bas  to  encounter 
before  bis  grain  can  be  brongbttothe  market,  judge  otber* 
wise.  The  goverment  stores  should  also  be  open  at  all  times 
to  receive  the  grain,  which  would  not  only  enable  tbe  com- 
missbnary  to  send  the  reqaisite  supplies  to  tbe  dependent 
settlements,  but  would  also  afford  a  powerful  secority  against 
the  fatal  and  frequent  losses  which  are  ooeasioned  by  the 
floods,  so.  destructive  to  property  of  every  description,  but 
more  particularly  to  the  grain;  and  it  would  also  set  aside 
the  necessity  of  issuing  short  allowance  to  those  prisoneia  who 
are  necessarily  supported  by  the  crown,  by  which  means  go- 
vernment labour  is  sometimes  retarded,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduction  from  the  hours  of  work  in  proportion  to  the  dimi- 
nution in  the  weekly  ratk>o. 

If  government  were  also  to  declme  farming,  it  would  esche 
a  greater  degree  of  deservance  in  the  settlers,  and  would, 
eventually  disburden  the  crown  of  a  very  considerable  ex- 
pense, as  those  employed  in  agriculture,  on  the  government 
account,  are  generally  that  description  of  persons  who  only 
care  how  little  they  work,  and  are  equally  as  different  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  their  labour  is  performed;  besides  which, 
very  few  of  these  individuals  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
art  of  husbandry,  particularly  that  system  which  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  a  colonyi  the  climate,  soil,  and  produce  of  which, 
are  so  essentially  different  to  those  of  the  mother  copntry; 
and  those  few,  as  soon  as  they  have  attained  a  knowledge  of 
tbe  regular  method  necessary  there  to  be  pursued,  are  gener* 
ally  taken  away  by  some  cause  or  other,  or  claim  their  free* 
dom,  from  the  original  term  of  their  transportatiott  being  ex* 
pired,  so  that  little  better  than  a  succesrion  of  new  hands 
bave  toperfom  a  task  of  which  the  chief  part  are  totally  ig- 
ncvaat 

By  tbe  opening  of  the  stores,  and  the  prevention  of  the 
lesBSs  before  mentioned,  tbe  Southseamen,  and  other  vessels 
touehii^  at  Port  Jackson,  might  at  all  times  receive  ample 
supplies  of  such  refreshments  as  they  stpod  in  need  o4  «i  W« 
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cbange  for  articles  more  serviceable  to  the  inhabitants  than 
any  recompense  of  a  pecuniary  nature;  and,  indeed, abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the  cokmy. 
In  case  of  a  war  in  these  seas,  or  in  any  part  of  India,  this  set-^ 
tlement  would  prove  a  very  desirable  ckpoi,  and  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. Soldiers  and  seamen  would  at  all  times  be  healthy, 
without  great  fatigue,  free  from  scorbutic  complaints,  so  preva- 
lent after  a  long  voyage,  and  would  not  suflfer  from  a  change 
of  climate,  which  too  frequently  brings  on  dysentery,  or  other 
fetal  diseases ;  these  circumstances  would  naturally  render 
them  more  fit  to  enter  a  field  of  battle,  and  better  qualified,  in 
every  respect,  to  endure  the  wearisome  fatigues  and  dangers 
of  war. 

Several  ships  which  have  touched  at  the  settlement  nnder 
the  pressure  of  necessity,  have  been  denied  the  requintions 
which  they  have  made  for  bread  and  other  provisions ;  and,- 
although  the  local  circumstances  of  the  colony  rendered  that 
denial  absolutely  necessary;  yet,  had  the  settler  been  gtiaran- 
teed  by  any  means  against  loss,  or  could  he  have  received  any 
sufficient  security  for  his  grain,  every  ship  which  had  been  in 
need,  as  well  as  every  one  touching  there  in  future,  would 
have  been,  and  might  be,  amply  provided  for.  The  influx  of 
American  vessels,  and  ships  from  the  East  Indies,  has  recently 
suflered  a  very  considerable  diminution ;  the  former,  at  one 
period,  nearly  supplied  the  colony  with  articles  of  almost  every 
description,  at  very  reasonable  prices,  but,  from  some  cause  or 
other,  vessels  from  the  United  States  seldom  now  arrive  in 
the  same  numbers  as  formerly,  and  the  supplies  have  cooae* 
quently  fallen  off  materially,  which  naturally  injures  all  des- 
criptions of  persons,  not  only  by  preventing  an  immediate  in- 
tercourse between  those  countries,  but  also  by  lessening  very 
considerably  the  consumption  of  stock,  grain,  &c.  so  tbnthe 
settler,  in  planting  his  land,  has  now  no  other  views  than  to 
nuse  a  sufficiency  of  grain  for  the  consumption  of  his  owb 
ftmily,  and  the  liquidation  of  his  debts.  He  has  no  tonger  a 
stimulus  to  labour }  hecalcuhites  that  the  time  and  loil.iiro 
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vasted  wjiieh  are  spent  in  raiaiDg  an  article  for  which  he  has 
no  vent ;  his  industrious  disposition  is  consequently  cramped; 
ha  present  exertions  are  without  hope  of  reward ;  and  his 
prospects  toe  divested  of  the  supporting  promise  of  foture 
oomfort  or  competence.  Such  a  system  as  this  evidently  and 
rapidly  tends  to  ruin ;  these  symptoms  are  the  obvious  marks 
of  a  diseased  economy ;  and,  if  decay  appears  in  the  present 
unripe  state  of  the  country,  with  what  pn^riety—with  what 
bope--on  what  grounds^  can  the  mind  calculate  npon  future 
jprasperity? 

The  vessels  of  neutral  powers  ought  to  be  encouraged  i» 
tsade  to  the  settlement ;  they  would  serve  the  colony,  by  giv* 
ipg  encoonigement  to  the  settlement ;  there  would  once  again 
be  a  beneficial  competition ;  there  would  be  a  channel  for 
the  carrying  off  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country,  and  indus- 
try might  again  look  forward  with  joyous  expectation  to  the 
harvest  of  its  toil.  These  vessels  might  be  laden  back  with 
spermi^eti  or  other  oils,  seal  skins,  coals,  ship-timber,  fustic^^ 
or  any  other  articles  the  produce  of  the  settlements  and  the 
Southern  Seas;  and  thus  a  traiBc  might  be  established  and 
carried  on  with  reciprocal  benefit,  and  the  independence  of 
New  South  Wales  must  be  greatly  aided  in  consequence  of 
t^ese  beneficial  regulations. 

.  It  may  perhaps  be  argued,  that  the  indiscriminate  admission 
of  the  trade  of  neutral  vessels  might  tend  to  injure  the  British 
ships  trading  to  thi^  colony;  but  such  a  consequence  may 
easily  be  averted,  since  the  governor  has  power  to  prevent 
those  ships  from  selling  any  such  articles  as  he  may  deem  it 
expedient  to  prohibit;  and  no  injury  could  consequently  be 
sustained,  while  it  would  hold  out  the  necessity  of  selling  the 
Europeim  goods  at  a  reasonable  rate,  or  the  wants  of  the  co* 
Ipny  nsight  be  supplieid  from  another  market.  The  arrival  of 
neutral  ships  with  merchandise  would  also  tend  to  prevent  the 
too  frequent  monopolies  which  take  place  in  this  quarter,  of 
the  nature  of  which  and  then-  mischievous  effects  upon 
the  genera}    prosperity  of  the  colony,  with  a  full  expo- 
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Motk  of  the  pkas  whieb  bad  beea  adapted  to.AciliCaie 
ibe  rapid  rise  of  a  tocfcenttry  and  poweffol  feW|  la  the    ae- 
fkMis  iajary  and  almost  Inevilabla  dowoftd  of  «be  eouo-* 
ttfy  sfaould  be  beld  up  to  the  pablie  view  of  everj  impartial 
ttan  >  by  which  means  the  gvand  promoten  of  so  nefarioiis  a 
praedee  will  bring  upon  their  own  heads  Hm  diBgnMx,  disho- 
Boiir,  tni  vahmjy  wbicb  their  viie  pfogoeta  bad  fonoed  for 
others  to  bear  the  burthen  of.    It  has  been  tnily  sud,  that  by 
ineaM  of  Aose  ships  a  great  quantity  of  spirits  have  been  in- 
troduced  into  the  settlement  of  Port  Jackson,  and  on  dus  {dea 
Ae  probiUtion  of  their  sales,  it  is  said,  has  taken  pface. 
|ioweyer,tbe  landing  of  those  noKioas  catgees  might  beeaaiiy 
l^revented ;    or  tliey  might  be  suffered  to  be  bioogbt  on 
shore,  and  lodged  in  one  of  his  migesty's  store-hooses,  mdlcr 
ft  bond,  so  tbat,  wheneter  the  vesiel  wm  about  to  sail  ftom  the 
port,  she  might  receive  it  again,  having  some  trusty  audvigi- 
htft  person  placed  on  board,  to  see  that  no  sarag^ng  tmns- 
aetions  were  carried  on,  and  where  he  should  be  ordered  to 
remain  until  the  ship  quits  the  Heads.    By  these  means. 
Which  would  be  no  expense  to  the  crown,  the  dry  goods,  ftc 
which  had  been  brought  to  the  market,  might  be  readily  <fis- 
])dsed  of,  without  any  risk  being  incurred  of  the  introduction 
of  too  much  of  that  maddening  liquor,  generally  brought  by 
these  vessels,  to  be  distributed  aiqongst  the  inhabitants  of  th«; 
iSolony. 

The  establishment  of  a  post*oiBce  ibr  the  receipt  of  all  let* 
ters  and  parcels  for  private  individvials,  and  for  die  dcspateh  of 
those  which  are  transmitted  from  the  colony,  wouM  be  pro- 
ductive of  essential  service  to  the  general  interests,  and  shonld 
be  entrusted  to  some  person  of  respectability,  whose  renaune- 
ration  might  arise  from  a  certain  tax  or  postage :  Su^  ui  in- 
stitutfon  would  prevent  a  umnber  of  letters,  from  being  last, 
delivered  to  wrong  persons,  or  rllegaily  obtMoed  by  su^  fnr 
the  purpose  of  sending  to  the  friends  of  the  persona  far  whon 
they  were  intanded,  with  a  view  to  obtain  ffeonaydr^ther 
property.    It  has  fra^tieotly  OBOurrad  tfaM.  b«|^#  Ae»  ht(9^ 
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iieen  gained  umler  Imlse  pretentioBs,  from  on  faQMrdflhips 
which  had  arrived  in  the  port,  and  the  oontentsof  iiliiGhhave 
heen  worth  a  verj  considerable  value :  The  peraons  guilty  of 
this  crime,  by  sooie  means  obtain  the  information  as  to  the 
paek^es  which  are  on  boards  and  than  personate,  or  caane 
aone  of  their  connexions  to  peraonate,  those  to  whom  the 
packages  are  addressed,  on  which  they  obtain  the  property  by 
enly  signing  a  receipt  to  the  officer  on  board.  An  office  of 
this  description  would  eifiectiially  prevent  Ac  neciirrence  of 
-such  finudnlent  [mictises,  and  wouU  giire  a  seciunty  for  the 
regular  delivery  of  transmission,  as  well  as  the  aecurity,  of  .the 
letters,  &c  vAdth  were  entrnstcd  to  its  care.  An  4Mudh  ougbt 
be  administened  to  the  superintendamt. 

The  wfifit  dothing  sent  out  lor  the  ceavkts  has  beena  aul^ 
jeet  of  sincere  complaint,  as  bemg  dispatched  without  any  w^ 
gard  to  foaUty  or  comlbrt.  It  would  therefore  be  highly  eat- 
pedSent  to  send  out  a  considerable  portion  of  wearing  apparal 
unmade,  so  that  there  would  be  an  absolute  saving  of  the  coat 
of  making;  <br  tlie  wearers  would  feel  nsueh  greater  satis&i> 
tioo  from  being  allowed  to  receive  it  in  the  piece,  that  they 
might  suit  it  to  their  respective  wants,  as  well  as  consult  their 
own  comforts:  Those  who  might  have  less  leisure  than  their 
fellow-prisoners,  could  have  there  ebthing  made  by  the  .iaii> 
lors  for  the  different  setdements,  while  the  otheis  would  be 
happy  to  make  there  otv-n..  If  this  plan  were  to  be  camriod 
into  execution,  it  might  be  necessary  to  find  a  persoo  pro* 
perly  qualified  to  take  the  superintendence  of  this  meclwni- 
oal  department;  and  such  a  one  niight  ^readily  be  found  in 
the  mother  country,  whose  disposhaon,  owing  to  adverse  cir<- 
<»imstances,  might  lead  him  to  accept  this  situation  in  the  co* 
lociy ;  thus  a  proper  qumitity  of  work  would  be  completed^ 
•bd  economy  would  be  mucd)  promoted. 

The  indiscriminale  distribution  of  the  clothing  sent  over  it 
«bo  another  evil  which  reqnifes  a  remedy,  and  this  atfight 
easily  ht  peovided,  by  supplying  the  prisoners  only  with  such 
artioles  as  were  necessary  to  tlwm;  since  those  wiio  I^  ce- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


456  HISTORY  OF 

ceived  superflous  ganneDts  have  been  in  the  habit  of  resorting 
with  them  to  gaming,  or  sell  them,  being  unable  to  apply 
them  to  any  purpose  of  wear,  as  their  scanty  make  will  not 
allow  of  a  change ;  this,  however,  would  not  be  the  case  if 
the  clothing  was  given  to  them  unmade,  since  every  man 
would  find  himself  enabled  to  turn  it  to  some  beneficial  pur- 
pose.   The  clothing  has  materially  fellen  oiF,  in  point  of 
quality  and  suitableness  for  the  climate,  of  late  years ;  but 
the  evil  complained  of  would  cease  to  exist,  if  articles  simi- 
lar to  those  originally  distributed  in  the  time  of  Governor 
Phillip  were  now  to  be  issued  annually.     Many  of  the  fe- 
males indeed  are  the  slaves  and  vanity  of  pride,  and  being  ia 
the  custom  of  cohabiting  with  persons  in  afiioent  circumstaD- 
ces,  never  appear  in  the  dress  originally  given  them  by  the 
crown;  from  such  as  these  the  issue  is  now  with-held,  and 
they  are  struck  off  the  victualling  list.    The  consequence  of 
these  regulations  would  be  the  obtainment  of  more  comftMrta* 
ble  clothing  to  the  convicts,  and  a  considerable  diminution  in 
the  sick  list,  which  had  been  filled  as  much  from  this  as  from 
any  other  cause;  and  a  degree  of  content  and  carefulness 
would  be  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  prisoners,  in  lieu  of 
the  negligence,  slovenliness,  and  discontent,  which  Iiave  re- 
cently prevailed  amongst  them  on  that  account. 

A  very  considerable  saving  in  the  expences  of  the  colony 
would  be  effected  by  the  consolidation  of  the  two  officers  of 
•Ship-owner  and  Contractor  into  one,  and  the  undertaking  to 
land  all  stores  which  are  liable  to  injury  in  the  colony,  in  a 
perfect  state,  at  his  own  risk;  for  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
vast  quantities  of  clothing,  stores,  and  provisions,  are  landed 
out  of  every  vessel  which  arrives  in  the  port,  in  such  a  dama- 
^d  state  as  to  be  actually  unserviceable  ;  the  necessary  con* 
sequence  of  which  very  often  is,  the  total  loss  of  the  article  to 
government;  nor  has  it  unfrequently  happened,  that  boxes 
containing  stores  have  been  broke  open  in  the  passage,  and 
articles  of  various  descriptions  thereby  have  been  purloined  to 
a  very  great  amount.    It  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  are 
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'  niahy  siup-bwDers  who  would  not  scruple  to  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement of  the  kind)  by  sending  out  bis  own  vessels,  atid 
might  undertake  to  convey  the  stores  safely  at  a  very  reduced 
expense.  The  saving  which  would  thus  be  effected  is  surely 
sufficient  to  justify  the  experiment^  since  the  security  of  the 
articles,  which  are  in  general  the  most  damaged^  might  be 
easily  guarded  by  the  adoption  of  a  few  measures  of  prudent 
precaution,  and  by  a  careful  attention  during  the  voyage.  A 
considerable  advantage  might  also  accrue  to  the  merchant 
from  employing  his  vessels  in  the  Southern  Whale-fishery^ 
and  a  strong  probability  would  exist  of  his  procuring  freights 
from  India  for  his  ships,  on  account  of  the  East  India  Compa- 
ny :  The  adoption  of  this  plan  seems  to  be  practicable,  and 
there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt  entertained  of  its  superi- 
ority over  every  other  in  point  of  economy.. 

A  commissioner  or  agent  might  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
poses of  inspecting  the  stores  and  various  articles  sent  to  New 
South  Wales,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  see  the  articles  ship- 
ped correctly,  and  thus  to  prevent  those  omissions  which  are 
daily  in  the  liabit  of  occuring,  and  which  are  of  more  conse- 
quence than  may,  at  first  glance,  be  imagined.  This  person 
might  also  be  beneficially  employed  in  comparing  the  stores 
shipped  with  the  receipts  of  the  masters,  so  as  to  preclude  all 
possibility  of  practises  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  welfare 
of  the  government,  but  which  are  too  common^  and  can  only 
be  prevented  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  the  one 
now  proposed.  Whenever  the  governor  of  the  colony  should 
send  over  a  requisition,  this  agent  ought  immediately  to  be  fur- 
nished with  an  extract  from  his  excellency's  corespondence, 
so  that  by  these  means  the  requisition  would,  not  be  liable  to 
neglect,  and  mueh  trouble  would  be  spared  to  the  Public  Of- 
fice, whose  it  had  previously  been  to  attend  to  this  depart- 
ment. The  reduction  of  expense  which  would  result  from 
thb  appointment  would  be  much  more  than  adequate  to  the 
increased  expense  incurred  by  the  appointment  and  rcmune- 

3  M 
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ration  of  a  genttemao  of  probity  and  respectability  to  this 
offiee. 

The- method  of  coavtjiBig  oonvicts*  fWm  ElogfauMl  is  so 
in^iBhuman^tfaat  soMe  better  and  mare  benevolent  measuie 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  lives  of  tbcse  unlbrtunate  vietinat 
of  depcaiity  oi^^  snrely  to  beregftvded  with  as  much  eare 
as  thoaeof  ao^  other  daas  of  his  Mqesty'ssnbjeets ;  the  con- 
tmry  of  diis  hns,  however,  been  t<Ni  frequently  the  case,  and 
some  of  the  nasten  of  the  transports' who  have  been  entrusted 
with  these  captives,  hava  treated  them  with  such  unifonn  ri- 
gour that  nombefs  have  perished  through  the  intensity  o€ 
their  sufiferiags.  Tliis  want  of  care  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
ft>mer  custom  of  oontraetii^  for  the  transport  of  the  coii%*icts 
at  SO'  much  per  heai^  so  that  the  master  hm  no  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  those  entrusted  to  his  care.  Tltis  evil,  tooy 
might  abo  be  remedied  by  the  contract  being  made  only  for 
the  nurobev  which  might  be  landed  in  New  Soudi  Wales^ 
Und  by  which  means  the  owner  of  the  transport  would  strive 
to  pctsenre  the  life  of  each  individual  with  the  mtost  studious 
atteatbn^  since  the  loss  of  a  single  life  would  be  a  diminu* 
tien  of  his  profit,  and  there  could  no  longer  be  a  danger  ol  the 
unhappy  prisoners  being  sufiered  to  perish  from  any  n^li* 
gence  or  scveriqr.  In  addition  lo  this,  the  surgeon  and  the 
Blaster  msgfat  receive  a  reward  for  each  peison  whom  they 
delivered  in  good  order,  if  their  humanity  was  such  as  to  re^ 
quise  m  pecunhuy  stimulus*  This  has  b^n  tried  in  some  in- 
stances, at  least  report  lias  so  stated,  and,  if  so^  there  moss 
have  been  suficient  evidence  gained  of  the  superiority  of  the 
method  over  that  which  was  formerly  adopted^  It  might  not 
be  a  bad  plan  to  try  if  some  of  Uie  superfluous  frigates  in  the 
service  might  not  be  converted'  into  good  transports ;  for  these 
could  be  no  doubt  that,  in  vessels  of  this  deseriptioo^  the  ac- 
commodations which  might  be  aflbrded  to  the  convicts  would 
much  exceed  these  of  the  common  transport  ships,  and  the 
prisoners  would  of  course  be  sooner  fit  for  duty,  and  less  lia- 
ble to  the  attacks  of  disease.    Out  of  several  ships  that  have 
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miTei,  not  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  convicts  originally 
put  on  board  have  reached  their  place  of  destination ;  and 
this  mortality,  it  b  feared,  must  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
embezzlements  of  the  provisions  and  stores  which  were  inten- 
ded for  the  use  of  the  captives.  It  b«lso  much  to  be  feared 
lliatAn  undue  degree  4kf  seveci^  has.ofte9lijnes  beenexercised 
tawm4^  tbeoonvicte,  under  the  pfetenoe  ^  some  attempis  to 
mutioy  and  ^efiect  their  escape.  Such  mctfaods'^f  tfatowiog 
censure  upon  the  innocent,  to  excuse  wantonness  atid  cru- 
elty, cannot  be  toojseverely  reprehended,  if  jteprehension  be 
all  that  can  be  inflicted  upon  the  perpetrators  of  suoh  diaboli- 
cal deeds.  The  treatment  has  been  directly  reverse  where  a 
King's  officers  has  been  placed  on  board  the  transport,  who 
evinced  an  unshaken  resolution  to  perform  his  duty.  The 
convicts  which  came  out  on  board  the  Royal  Admiral,  Cap- 
tain Bond,  met  with  a  treatment,  and  arrived  in  a  condition^ 
which  reflected  the  highest  honour  on  the  hwnanity  and  pru- 
dence of  her  esteemed  commander,  and  might  be  properly 
held  forth  as  a  model  and  an  example  to  the  masters  of  aH 
transports  who  may  in  future  be  employed  in  the  service. 
Every  attention  was  paid  to  their  cleanliness  in  particidar,  care 
was  taken  to  provide  them  with  the  most  wholesome  provi;- 
sions,  and  their  messes  were  so  varied  as  to  prevent  any  dis- 
like arising  from  repetitions  with  too  mueh  frequency ;  €ftk 
the  slightest  appearance  of  indisposition,  some  nourishing 
broths,  wine,  &c.  were  constantly  orderedj  twice  a  day  tfae^ 
were  mustered  on  deck,  and  the  ship  was  completelf  funAga* 
ted:  The  whole  arrived  in  the  most  excellent  bedth  and 
spirits  imaginable.  If  every  master  bad  displayed  a  rfodlar 
good  conduct,  there  would  have  been  no  ground  for  the  pre* 
sent  complaint,  nor  any  room  for  the  vemedy  Which  is  sug^- 
gested  in  the  preceding  part  ot  this  article. 


s  M2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46»  IHSTOItY  OF 


CHAP,    XXXIX, 

Necessity  of  Teibming  Ae  Jurbpnidence  of  die  Colony— Inataoces  of 
Mal'Admiimtretiott^Praprieiy  of  forming  i|  Council  far  supponiBg 
the  Goveraor-— Delects  in  the  I^^ogislative  Code—Ei^p^iency  of  re- 
Ibntting^  the  judicial  Code  also— Trial  by  Jury  recommended — Bank- 
rupt Laws  necessaiy— Utiltiy  of  Councils — Constables — Bad  Effects 
of  perpetual  Transportation  and  perpetual  Banishment — ^Several 
salutary  Regulations  stated. 

The  absolute  neces$ity  of  some  immediate  and  effectual 
reform  iu  the  administration  of  the  laws  of  the  colony,  b  strong- 
ly uiged  by  geptlemen  who  h^ye  bad  an  opportunity  to  inspect 
its  actual  state,  and  whose  discernment  led  to  the  origin  of 
those  causes  whicl^  retard  its  prosperity.  The  best  laws,  if 
(explained  and  executed  by  men  deficient  either  in  integrity 
or  in  knowledge,  produce  the  sam^  balefu]  effects  as  the  man- 
4ate&  of  a  tyrant.  It  has  therefor^  been  proposed  to  appoint 
anumber  of  gentlemen  of  small  fortunes,  whose  characters 
will  be^  the  strictest  investigation,^  and  whose  talents  are  ade- 
quate tP  t\xe  tasjk,  to  go  oyer  to  the  colony  as  justices  of  the 
peace,  ii)  order  that  the  general  welfare  and  individual  secu- 
rity of  the  Qplony  shou}d  be  promoted,  'fo  these  persons  ma- 
py  indulgences  might  be  granted,  and  a  respectable  salary 
ought  to  be  attached  to  the  office,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
support  that  degree  of  respectability  and  dignity  which  their 
situation  requires ;  and  to  make  tbfsir  interest  totally  uncon- 
nected with  those  p^rsuits  which  have  led  so  many  to  sacri- 
fice their  principle^  and  to  neglect  their  duty,  for  the  sake  of 
pursuing  the  search  after  independence.  The  incorruptibi- 
lity which  ought  to  characterise  the  conduct  of  a  magistrate 
should  be  so  fortified  by  every  prudent  precaution,  that  it  may 
ft  no  time,  however  remote,  be  in  danger  of  agitation;  nor 
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would  it  be  prudent^  to  another  point  of  view,  to  permit  these 
gentlemen  to  mingle  in  occupations  which  must  have  an  evi- 
dent tendency  to  distract  their  attention  from  those  arduous 
tasks  which  they  would  be  called  upon  to  fulfil,  in  a  country 
where  criminals  must  naturally  abound. '  Numbers  of  persons 
are  doubtless  to  be  found  in  Great  Britain  who  would  gladly 
accept  these  appointments,  whose  educations  have  taught 
them  to  look  above  situations  to  which  unforeseen  and  una* 
voidable  calamity  may  have  reduced  them  ;  men  who  have 
preserved  their  principles  and  integrity  unshaken  by  the  at- 
tacks of  adversity,  and  who^  consequently,  must  be  eminently 
ipialificd  to  fill  such  offices  as  those  which  have  been  sug* 
gested.  The  example  which  these  persons  would  hold  out 
to  the  rest  of  the  settlement,  could  not  fail  of  producing  very 
beneficial  efiects  upon  the  moral  conduct  of  those  wlu>  copy 
dieir  models  of  their  superiors ;  and  would  also  be  of  service 
in  assisting  to  create  a  society  of  power  and  independence, 
which  might  operate  as  a  check  upon  the  influence  of  all 
other  descriptions  of  persons. 

^^  In  addition  to  this  council,  composed  of  the  chief  officeit 
of  the  government,"  says  Mr  Mann,  ^^l  consider  it  essenti- 
ally requisite  that  a  barrister  should  be  appointed  as  a  couuf- 
eellor  to  the  governor,  at  all  times  when  his  excellency  is  re* 
ferred  to  in  matter  of  doubtful  disputation,  which  must  often- 
times occur  in  the  colony,  and  which  frequently  reduces  him 
to  an  unpleasant  dilemma.  Aided  by  a  legala  deviser,  however, 
his  judgment  must  be  strengthened,  and  his  decision  would 
be  more  weighty,  without  creatmg  in  his  breast  those  uneasy 
sensations  which  must  arise  under  difierent  circumstances. 
In  the  present  conformation  of  the  government,  the  governor 
has  no  legal  adviser  to  have  recourse  to  when  an  appeal  is  made 
to  his  decision,  which  is  not  rarely  the  case,  except  the  judge 
advocate,  and  this  officer  having  previously  given  his  opinion 
in  the  court  below,  cannot,  of  course,  be  again  consulted  on 
the  same  subject.  In  consequence  of  this  default  of  advice^ 
(he  governor  must  give  his  owq  opinion,  which  may  or  maf 
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Botbeiaeapfi»i7nitjrwkb  tlielfnrsialhejiiolher«?oiiiitry,jiBil 
MkiDayliap|ic%aiidaceo0diiigto  the  koamMgfi  fe  nwf 
pMiess  joi  tiie  pnneiples  And  pmetise  isfjmsfVJAtnte,  wUdi 
^flfUon  verytdefipkifx^Qitf  wbofleiiMettoa^^  Ase  »o  o^ 
pMite  to  diis  kiDd^of  dtu^jfl  the  officers  of  the  luvvjr  jiad  «v 
pi§rf  ifroin  wfaom  tlie  gOTorooss  of  the  loolooy  btat^  bkkeBl» 
Imq  aekcted.  TUs  couesellor  omiA  be  ttloeted  from  those 
«ib»  aright  he  indttce^  to  UsteoioJttchapoDpoealfis  laay 
phoe  hefone  riiem  a  eertno  Tihef al  competeaof^  with  4he  op* 
portBohy  of  rising  to  ifulqpendence  io  a  sphere  ivlMve  the 
WimfaerB  'ot  oeonpetttors  vonld  be  >so  iiamj»  to  tender  final 
tnoeess  iess  pvecarioiis.  It  is  needksB  to  ejipatiate  0M»e  aai«» 
ply  upon  the  beeefits  vhieh  most  iaoerue  £rom  anappoimoieiit 
«f  this  oatiuw,  which  would  iaapose  hut  ^  triflipg  additional 
iimleii  on  the  eronm,  ainoe  it  is  exti eaody  poadble  thai  a  bar* 
riater  anight  be  obtuned  fer  tbe  ^tiary  dl  150L  per  aonuast 
^rhioh,  together  with  the  viotualliogof  hhanelf  andlus  famHf 
aad  aenrants  from  the  pttblic  otoresy  and  jocsideiiee  ia  the  oo«- 
lony  rent-free,  added  to  the  otker  eaatoaiaiy  indalgeacea 
^ven  to  persoDs  from  whose  services  •utIBty  is  expected  to  be 
derived,  iRould  not  make  his  situatioii  worth  kailhan500/.per 
^oniini,  a  temptation  which  must  possess  .same  woiigiht  in.dbe 
attods  of  Ahose  who  meet  with  inadequate  eneoimgomeot  is 
Eoglaad/' 

'fbe  legislati^  oode  of  the  eolony  xequjces  a  caceftil  revi- 
jioQ^  sipce  thfi  ouroerou^  reskleots  who  have  «niv)ed  in  thf 
fiettfemif^ot)  And  th^iQcr^easingfefspegtahiJity  M^^jmkooiV 
ittDder  S4ich  a  measure  ii^oessary.  That  system  which  would 
Msk  Xhft  origind  establishoi^EM:^  composed  ^iidy  off  two  ehsaas^ 
Idle  officers  of  goiJ^eimment  «od  the  eoovicts*  wiU  searooly  be 
«s^eled  to  adspt  itself  to  the  wajnts  and  wishes  of  a  oommu* 
fUty  advanced  in  oivilijsation :  In  theforuYerqaac^tbe.pnoci- 
pal  object  was  no  punidi  delioqueucy;  in  the  ;lati)er,toaefiitfe 
property,  and  imufe  the  safety  of  tJbit  weaiih  whicb  Jiow  be- 
pm  to  shew  itself  ia  the  muIiipUefttiQn  of  lusMirie^  aod  the 
luignientation  of  iodividttftl  spieodoipr,    T^  presmt  sfsteip 
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19  SO  liaMe  to  abuse,  and  has  giveo- jdisl  occasion  for  so  many 
complaints  on  the  part  of  those  traders  who  visjt  thef  colony  iit 
great  numbers,  as  well  as  of  the  mote  respeetaUe  classes  of 
the  inhriritanta  themselves^  that  it  is^  beclome  highly  expe^ 
dient  to  substitute  in  its  place  oae  whid>  shatt  be  ineorrupti** 
ble,  and  which,  ihmi  its  own  itnportaDcej  watef  coimnafid  u 
gtemtr  degree  of  respect.  At  Ae  headof  tWaoouvt  on^ 
tobeplfleedachief  }u«tk;e,who,by  the  respoelability  of  hia 
salary,  should  be  efiectualfy  placed  above  the  reaeh  of  every 
motive  of  an-improper  or  injurious  nature;  and  ia  order  to 
lighten  this  etpence  to  the  citiwn,  certain  court  feeg  might  be 
established  which  wouTd  materiaity  assist  to  swell  the  aasouat 
of  the  remofteration  which  ought  to  be  attached  to  this  high 
office,  so  as  to  render  it  worthy  the  notice  of  men  wtio  are  fit« 
ted,  by  habit  and  education,  to  execute  its  duties  !«  aceiYdel 
and  honourable  manner.  The  rent  of  the  residence  appoint* 
ed  to  this  gentleman  ought  to  be  taken  from  Iris  shouMen^ 
and  the  public  stores  should  Crid  provisions  fe#  himself  his 
family,  aixl  his  servants,  together  with  fuel  and  candles;  the 
wages  of  a  limited  number  of  domestics  might  also  he  paid  by 
government ;  and  thtis  lie  would  be  exonerated  from  so  many 
burthens  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  that  a  salary  winch  might  sd 
the  first  glance  seem  inadequate  t<>  the  trtist  reposed^  would,  ott 
eonsideriag  e\'ery  civcufmstance,  appear  Uss  exceptiouabfei 
Q»d  more  equal  to  the  dignity  y^lndh  would  externally  he  hU 
taehed  to  the  office.  It  is  almost  superflu€Mi»  to  a>ettioil| 
tiiaK  the  utmost  care  should  be  takeh  in  the  oh6ice  of  d  pvo* 
per  person  to  fill  ilUs  situation,  sinee  his  character,  bis  codductf 
and  His  gsnerai  habiis^  ougJit  to  be  suefa  as  to  render  hia>  like 
CsQ6ar*s  wtfe-<-^  not  only  firee  frdm  suspicioti,  but  free  fi^oof 
the  sospkion  of  bemg  suspected."  With  %>  person  of  thb 
descripiio»  to  superintend  tlie  court  of  judftcature^  f  hei^e  coul^ 
no  longer  exist  causes  to  fear  the  introduction  of  party  mo-p 
lives  and  maficious  prcjndkiss'^  to  contaminate  the  stueam  ot 
jtistiae;  a  atridt  impartiality  wbtsM  direct  every  deeisioa,  vaA 
thoae  vA\9  were  doomed  to  jneet  with.  disappoimscMut  id  iheif 
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vie  ws,  while  they  writhed  under  its  decision,  would  not  be  able 
to  impeach  its  integrity.  If  it  were  found  necessary  to  adopt 
any  further  measures  to  preserve  their  honour  unsuUied,  the 
rendering  their  situations  limited  might  probably  produce  a 
good  effect ;  and  a  pension  might  be  allowed  to  them  on  their 
return  to  England,  if  they  were  able  to  produce  certificates 
from  the  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  who  had  held 
command  in  the  colony  during  their  residence,  attesting  the 
incorruptibility  of  their  conduct,  and  the  zeal  which  they  had 
displayed  in  the  due  execution  of  their  duty.  A  farm  might 
also  be  allowed  to  the  individual  placed  in  this  important  of^* 
fice,  if  it  were  thought  expedient,  under  certain  restrictions 
which  should  prevent  him  from  abstracting  his  attention  from 
his  official  duties,  at  periods  when  his  professional  avocations 
might  require  his  presence  in  the  service  of  the  public.  A 
salary  of  500/.  per  annum,  with  the  addition  of  these  indul- 
gencies,  would  be  equal  to  1200/.  a  year. 

An  alteration  in  the  judicial  code  appears  also  to  be  neces- 
sary, or  at  least  highly  expedient.  In  the  criminal  court,  the 
judge  advocate  and  six  naval  and  military  officers  are  at  pre- 
sent empowered  to  decide  and  try  delinquents ;  and  although 
their  opinions  on  verdicts  have  latteriy  been  almost  unani- 
mous, yet  we  cannot  but  call  to  recollection  a  period  when, 
painful  to  relate,  the  naval  and  the  military  were  too  frequent- 
ly, if  not  generally,  opposite  in  their  determinations :  Nor  is 
this  the  least  part  of  the  evil ;  for  evidence  is  on  record  of  per- 
sons having  been  bribed,  or  controlled,  by  one  or  more  of  the 
members  of  the  court  then  sitting  in  judgment,  to  accuse 
their  industrious  neighbour,  upon  oath,  of  crimes  which  he 
had  never  committed,  in  order  to  lay  a  ground  for  the  ruin  of 
the  unfortunate  individual,  merely  because  bis  industry  and 
prosperity  in  trade  were  objects  of  envy.  If  such  a  system  is 
not  suppressed,  it  is  not  possible  for  the  human  mind  to  cal- 
culate upon  the  terminatk>n  of  the  mischiefs  which  may  en*- 
sue  from  it ;  it  is  not  possible  for  humanity  to  look  upon  the 
probable  consequences,  without  emotions  of  honor  and  dis- 
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DMy*.  To  prevent,  thererore,  the  recurrence  of  any  circuixi'- 
staiice  so  flagrant  and  unjust,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
some  measures  to  render  the  criminal  and  civil  courts  free 
from  every  kind  of  prejudice ;  for  what  argument  can  justif]^ 
the  committal  of  the  existence  or  the  fortunes  of  individuals, 
to  the  mercy  or  the  caprice  of  men  who  are  blinded  by  preju- 
dice—Prejudice and  party  must  be  fatal  to  the  progress  of 
justice :  and  as  the  preceding  remarks  are  nothing  more  thaa 
the  details  of  facts,  which  are  notorious  to  every  individual 
who  has  lived  long  in  the  colony,  there  is  no  occasion  for  say- 
ing much  in  additbn,  to  prove  that  a  necessity  does  exist  for 
some  change  in  the  judicial  code  of  the  settlement  3  and  it  is 
much  to  be  wished  and  desired,  that  by  that  cl^ange  the  power 
may  be  vested  in  honest  and  incorruptible  hands,  which  may 
be  held  out  equally  to  punish  the  guilty,  and  to  protect  the 
oppressed ;  to  curb  the  insolence  of  pride^  and  foster  humble 
merit ;  and,  finally,  to  render  New  South  Wales  an  exact  co- 
py from  that  fine  picture  of  freedom  and  justice  which  is  re- 
presented in  the  mother  country. 

That  the  trial  by  jury  should  be  introduced  into  the  colony, 
has  long  been  a  desideratum  amongst  the  best-informed  in- 
habitants of  the  colony ;  since  its  eflects  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  beneficial  where  such  universal  iniquity  prevails, 
and  where  even  in  the  courts  of  law  many  enter  with  im- 
pure motives  and  unclean  hands ;  since  the  greater  part  of 
the  community  are  more  or  less  implicated  in  the  notorious 
and  impoverishing  impositions  which  are  ooutinuaUy  practi- 
sed amongst  all  classes.  When  we  say  that  this  blessing  has 
been  desired  by  the  well-informed,  it  must  also  be  understood 
to  mean  the  well^intentianed  only ;  for  its  establishment  in 
the  settlement  would  unavoidable  prove  fatal  to  that  ruinous 
traflic,  from  which  several  of  the  superior  classes  have  derived 
their  opulence  and  consequence,  and  it  is  not  therefore  to  be 
expected,  that  such  as  these  would  wish  to  behold  the  ap- 
proach of  that  scourge  which  would  remove  from  them  the 
power  of  extending  univei$4  evil  for  the  promotion  of  their 
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indiYidiial  good.  By  these  persons  the  «i]niissioD  erf  the  tfkl 
by  jary  is  sincerely  and  urdently  deprecated,  while  it  b  wished 
M  with  ie^ttal  fervency  by  othera,  and  particularly  Aose  op- 
pressled  inhabitants,  whose  miseries  and  necessities  have  been 
the  means  of  increasing  the  wealth,  and  hardening  the  fed- 
ings  of  flhose  who  have  so  long  pursued  the  destructive  system 
df  monopoly.  It  would  not  have  been  practicable  to  iatio- 
dvce  the  tri&l  by  jury  at  the  commencement  of  the  settle** 
ttent,  since  there  were  none  but  convicts,  and  a  few  free  per- 
sons who  were  paid  and  supported  by  the  crown ;  but  the  case 
is  ndw  materially  altered,  and  the  great  influx  of  fiiee^  inde- 
pendefit,  and  tespeetable  inhabhants,  which  the  later  yews  of 
the  colony  have  witnessed,  not  only  render  such  a  meaauie 
practicable  and  prudent,  but  loudly  call  for  it  as  a  step  ren- 
dered indispeuAiUe  to  the  weHare  of  the  community.  Num- 
bers have  also  served  their  terms  of  transportation,  or  hi^e 
been  made  objects  of  royal  bounty  on  account  of  their  signal 
good  conduct,  and  has  thus  swelled  the  numbers  of  free  resi- 
dents ;  so  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  mailing  out  a 
list  of  jurors,  sufficient  for  every  purpose,  even  if  the  assizes 
wei<e 'ordered  to  be  held  monthly,  which  is  a  more  frequent 
occurrence  than  in  the  mother  country.  Objections  may  be 
started  to'the'ptoprlety  of  receivkig  those,  who  liave  been  coo- 
dieted  «nd  huve  suffered  the  ifidnrenceof  the  law, ihi  jurors; 
but  if  this^descrlption  of  persons  are  worthy  to  be  ipeceived  «b 
evidence  at  M  in  a  court  of  justi<5e,  and  there  ave  instances 
sufficient  on  record  to  prove  this  to  have  been  the  case;  and 
where  this  eviidence  of  persons  so  objected  to  and  proscribed, 
has  been  the  sole  mcMins  of  the  conviction  to  death  of  the  ac- 
cused, surely  it  eould  afibrd  no  room  for  cavil  thiit  a  jury 
should  in  part  be  composed  of  persons,  whose  conduct  during 
the  term  of  their  pubisAiment  hiB  been  such  as  to  give  gene- 
ral satisfeetion,  and  wlio  have  proved  by  their  ccmdoct  that 
they  have  reformed  their  dispositions,  eOiteeted  their  prioct- 
ples,  and  are  likely  to  become  useful,  -and  tHMMie^uentty  valu- 
able, ttembeis  of  society;  and  none  c^titen  shMld  be  idmii- 
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ted  on  the  list.  Besidei^  even  allowing  tliis  otg^icHoD  to  buys 
some  weighty  will  reason  and  policy  justify  the  carrying  of 
this  principal  to  such  a  lengthy  a^  to  exclude  horn  this  privi* 
lege  those  free  settlers  who  have  been  guilty  of  np  crincjand 
have  suffered  no  punishment  ?  Sh^U  these,  in  return  for 
their  voluntary  exile  from  their  native  bind  to  poipote  the  in- 
terest of  the  colony,  lose  the  benefit  of  this  inestimable  dis- 
tinction, which  opeiites  as  a  security  to  th^  freedom  of  £ng» 
lishmen,  and  renders  it  so  far  superior  to  the  boasted  indepen- 
dence of  any  other  nation  in  the  world?  If  it  were  thought 
inexpedinit  to  admit  twelve  jurors,  in  consequence  of  the 
limil^  population  of  the  settlement^  eight  might  be  allowed 
ip  the  first  instance,  and  the  rest  conid  be  added  when  dr- 
cumstances  would  permit ;  so  that  the  principle  of  the  8ys<!> 
tern  would  be  established,  and  these  could  be  instructed  inlhe 
laws  of  the  land  finom  the  bench.  In  each  of  the  settlements 
there  are  a  great  many  persons  competent  to  fill  the  office  of 
jurors,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  long  interval  will  be  suf- 
fered to  elapse  without  the  colony  being  permitted  to  partici- 
pate in  those  inestimable  privileges  which  render  the  mother 
country  the  envy  of  the  world. 

The  admission  of  the  bankrupt  laws  in  the  colony  would 
tend  still  more  to  the  perfecting  of  the  system  of  jurispru- 
dence^ and  appears  to  be  a  very  desjreable  object  of  solicitude* 
For  want  of  some  legal  system  of  this  kind,  many  fj^ff^e^ 
have  been 'reduced  to  the  lowest  estrenxe^  of  misery  and  w^nt, 
the  heads  being  immured  in  prison,  ^vithout  the  ability  to 
liquidate  the  claims  of  their  unfeeling  creditors,  or  to  provide 
support  for  their  perishing  families.  The  necessary  conse- 
quence was,  the  individuals  fell  to  the  charge  of  the  govem- 
Kient,  since  they  must  not  be  suffered  to  starve.  The  obdura- 
cy of  the  .creditors  may  be  assigned  as  the  sole  cayse  of  th^s 
wretchedness;  for  althpugh,  in  such  circumstances,  the  un- 
fortunate debtor  had  bjpen  willing  to  relinquish  all  his  posses- 
sions; .tosuixenderhis  landy  his  cattle,  his  stocky  and  every 
thing  else  pf  ^bich  be  could  boast  of  the  possession ;  noting 
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short  of  payment  in  money  could  satisfy;  and  the  ill-fated 
Was  doomed  to  experience  the  accumulated  honors  of  per- 
sonal sufTering,  in  addition  to  that  which  must  arise  from  the 
idea  that  his  sorrows  extended  themselves,  with  equal  or  sa- 
perior  bitterness,  to  those  who  were  dear  to  hitn.  Such  oc- 
currences as  these  have  tended  to  multiply  considerably  the 
expenses  of  government,  who  have  frequently  found  it  neces- 
sary to  extend  their  assistence  to  the  whole  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor's  femily,  to  preserve  them  from  actual  destruction ; 
and  who  coqld  not,  by  any  authority  which  was  vested  in  them, 
compel  the  hard-hearted  and  inhuman  creditor  to  accede  to 
the  only  proposal  which  it  was  in  the  ability  of  the  prisoner  to 
offer.  The  introduction  of  the  bankrupts  laws  could  pot  fidi 
to  afford  an  effectual  relief  to  persons  reduced  to  this  unforta- 
Date  condition,  and  must  he  productive  of  much  future  benefit, 
in  consequence  of  the  continual  argumentation  of  the  trade  of 
the  settlement,  and  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  dealers; 
circumstances  of  themselves  which  must  carry  to  every  rational 
mind  the  strong  necessity  which  exists  for  the  adoption  and 
introduction  of  some  legal  code,  assimilated  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  the  bankrupt  laws  of  the  mother  country,  If  it  should 
be  considered  imprudent  to  copy  precisely  after  tliis  exquisite 
model. 

The  encouragemei)t  of  a  few  barristers  to  go  over  to  the 
settlement,  who  have  not  met  with  success  adequate  tb  their 
wishes  in  the  mother  country,  but  who  are,  notwithstanding, 
pei-sons  of  unimpeached  moral  character  (for  nothing  could 
be  more  impolitic  in  any  case  than  to  import  pereons  of  doubt- 
ful characters  in  a  colony  of  this  description),  and  whose  legal 
Knowledge  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  eveiy  purpose  in 
New  South  Wales  j  such  an  importation  would  be  attended 
with  very  great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants.  For  the  wants 
of  such  persons  has,  in  numerous  instances,  been  very  severely 
felt  by  those  who  have  had  occasion  to  come  into  the  courts 
of  laws.  Many  instances  have  occured,  where  the  persons  ac-  ' 
cused  might,  by  the  assistance  of  a  coun^l  who  possessed  the 
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ability  to  penetrate  the  motives  and  intentioDS  of  the  prosecu* 
tor,  have  escaped  tlie  punishmetit  which  he  has  been  compel- 
led to  endare.  Evidence  is  frequently  mis-stated  and  mtsre-* 
presented  in  the  coiirtSy  and  this,  owing  to  the  great  ignorance 
of  nambers  who  are  brought  forward  as  witnesses,  is  a  cir-> 
eamstance  of  no  rare  oocnrrence ;  the  questions  being  taken 
down  in  writing,  and,  in  the  attempt  to  give  them  some  gram* 
matical  connecfion,  ideas  bebg  frequently  perverted,  and  ta- 
ken  directly  opposite  to  their  original  meanings  without  any 
inientioo  whatever  to  enter  into  a  mis-statement.  Now  it 
must  be  sufficiently  obvious  that  the  allowing  of  counsel  would 
tend  to  do  away  this  evil,  since  be  wouM  himself  be  in  the  h»* 
bit  of  taking  notes  of  the  evidence,  and  would  thus  not  only 
be  able  to  detect  any  misrepresentatbn,  but  would  convey  sa* 
fisfaction  to  the  mind  of  the  prisoner  himself,  and  convince 
the  spectators  (who>  by  the  bye,  frequently  retire  under  very 
difierent  impressions),  that  the  accused  has  at  last  been  treat- 
ed throughout  with  fairness.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  reasoning  to  prove  that  tbb  mis-statement  of  evidence  is 
an  evil  which  calls  for  redress;  that  no  better  plan  can  be  de- 
vised than  the  introduction  of  counsel  into  the  courts,  who 
might  keep  a  vigilant  watch  over  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and. 
not  only  insure  the  correct  statement  of  the  various  disposi- 
tions, but  be  ready  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  any  cir- 
cumstances which  might  arise  of  a  bvourable  complexion  to 
the  pers(9is  accused,  by  which  means  many  prisoners  m^t 
be  rescued  from  the  punishment  which,  from  a  want  of  legal 
aid,  they  have  been  compelled  to  submit  to.  In  the  answesv 
of  witnesses,  instances  have  been  known  of  <<  No"  being  sub- 
stituted for  <<  Yes ;"  and  what  guarantee  can  there  be  for  the 
obtainment  of  justice,  where  a  possibility  exists  of  the  occur- 
rence of  such  mistakes— mistakes  on  which  the  existence  of 
a  fellow-creature  might  hinge! 

if  then  tbe  criminal  court  needs  so  strongly  the  introduc- 
tion of  counsel,  the  court  of  civil  judicature  is  equally  in  want 
pf  similiar  aid,  whare  subjects  of  tbe  most  complicated  nature 
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are  frequently  bnnigbt  Cm:  deciMoo,  w4  whese  tbc  diAcoity 
of  deciding  correctly  is  aliQoett  if  not  totally}  insufienible. 
CoQftiderable  sums  here  depend  upon  the  iesue  pf  a  queetioii, 
of  the  natureof  which  DO  one  presemUqualified  to  judge;  aad 
''aa  appeal  fiom  the  decision  which  ensues  U  frequently  made 
tothegovernor»whoistbu9  left  singly  to  decide  what  baa 
caused  so  much  difficulty  to  a  whole  court  1 
.  The  utility,  nay  the  necessity,  then,  of  a  pcofesmnal  assist- 
ant  in  these  cases,  must  surely  be  evident  to  efory  cm,  and 
without  such  aid  it  is  not  possible  that  justice  can  be  impar- 
tially administered.  The  ignorauce  of  many  suitors,  even 
men  of  great  opulence  and  respectability,  is  so  depkuaUn 
that  they  cannot  make  you  comprehend  their  own  case,  wbea 
called  upon  to  slate  their  grievance ;  but  the  possibility  of 
having  their  cause  pleaded  by  a  oounsellor  woidd  not  only 
save  the  court  itself  a  serious  loss  of  time  and  a  considefable 
degree  of  perplexity,  but  must  surely  leiui  to  a  more  correcS 
decision  in  cases  cf  difficulty.  By  these  means  the  discon- 
tent which  now  uniyersally  displays  itself  iu  the  peraon  who 
has  lost  the  cause,  would  be  completely  done  away,  and  he 
coaid  no  longer  attribute  his  defeat  to  the  partiality  of  the 
Jmiges,  when  lie  should  have  experienced  tlie  full  benefit 
which  he  might  derive  from  a  commiuiicalion  with,  ax¥l  the 
able  aid  of,  a  legal  aJviser.  If  two,  thre^  or  more  bairistere, 
could  be  induced  to  depait  for  die  colony  merely  m&  private 
settlers,  receiving  from  government  a  fiw  passage;  vic^iat* 
Isi^  from  the  stores  for  themselves,  fiimilie^  and  sennanifi  i 
and  every  other  ladulgeooe  which  is  uswUy  gvantad  to  aet- 
tten,  tbere  could  be  oodoubt  that  they  would  soon  find  their 
andesvoura  successful ;  and  the  allowance  of  gowermeat,  wUi 
the  emslaaients  which  they  would  derive  from  their  practise, 
avhidi  might  safely  be  calcuUvted  at  2001.  or  SCO/,  per  an* 
pum;  having  a  farm  allowed  them  to  culUvafti^  woitld  render 
their  skaaiiQDs  mt  only  ooesfortabl^  but  emtocniiyjn^iatttt^ 
Ue;  and  their  iatnodwctioo  would  be  atkei^ded  with  np«xtni« 
rxrcKoary  expense  to  ^swenmient,  heywd  wk«^  Is  tfOfumUg  al« 
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lowed  to  settlers  in  the  colony.  To  eoconrege  gentlemen  of 
education  and  ability  to  make  tfais  attempt,  it  night  not  be  au 
ifiq>roper  extension  of  Ubendtty  toaRow  them  a  free  passi^ 
back  to  England)  if»  ii|ioo  a  feir  afMl  sufficient  trial,  it  shonUiv 
be  dbcovered  that  the  epeculatioa  which  induced  them  (» 
embark  for  the  colony  should  not  turn  oat  prad6ctive  enoagh 
to  reward  them  for  their  exertion^  aod  to  offer  them  that  geti* 
teel  support  so  which  they  would  be  entitled,  on  accowol  of 
Ae  auymority  of  their  situatioo^  and  acoeirding  with  the  ha« 
bits  of  their  former  life. 

In  the  trial  of  civil  caudes,  it  has,  until  latterly,  been  the 
enslem  of  the  court  to  insert  in  writing  only  the  amount  of 
the  debt  sought  to  be  neeoi?ered,  aud  damages  which  have  beea 
awarded,  the  names  of  the  pluncfflp  and  defendant,  and  the 
adjodicatien  of  the  court;  but  in  the  f>i^nion  of  many  persons 
ofoonsequeacpe  and  respectability  in  the  cotony,  it  is  fibao^ 
lately  requishe  to  cause  all  the  ^va  voce  evidence  wbidi  is 
givflfu  in  all  civil  cases  to  be  taken  down  in  writing,    flie 
following  reasons  are  given  for  this  alteration  in  the  foi-mer 
custom :  It  uocms  veiy  frequently  tfhaft  appeals  are  made  from 
the  decision  of  the  civil  court  to  the  governor,  amd,  incone^ 
«|tteiice  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  hefone  tiie 
'Court  uot  being  taken  down,  the  wttness  has  un  opportunity 
•of  oonrecting,  enlarging,  or  otherwise  sfftering  his  dispositions^ 
8o  as  to  make  his  own  case  appear  in  a  very  different  point  of 
viav  to  that  which  4t  here  in  the  fc^irver  instance,  and  thus  n 
temptation  is  held  out  to  perjury,  which  is  too  strong  for  vhe 
wuak  morality  of  many  in  the  colony  to  msist,  and  the  curnetlt 
of  fNsUic  juaticemay,  by  this  method,  be  completely  turned 
•out  of  its  proper  cfaamiel ;  and  the  decision  of  the  civil  court 
it  is  all  tiuies  liable  to  be  disputed  and  reversed.    No  writ  of 
court  is  issued  for  less  than  ten  pounds,  sothattlie  necessiiy 
erf  taking  down  the  evidence  in  a  suit  instituted  for  a  sum  be- 
Manhthat  uaioimt,46esiKft  appear  to  be  so  atrikingly  obifi- 
'OUB }  although  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  govenaor  4h>m 
Ike  cMliorarty  lirmif  aam^trrcii  leks  tea  ten  pmaidB;  (but 
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this  is  not  very  often  done,  although  some  instances  iuive  oo 
curred.  Where  the  sum  sued  for  exceeds  800/.  a  court  of 
appeal  may  be  demanded,  and  if  the  plaintiff  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  decision  of  the  governor,  he  has  the  right  of  appeal^ 
ing  to  the  King  in  counsel ;  and  here  the  necessity  of  taking 
down  the  evidence  brought  before  the  court  becomes  still  more 
strong,  since  the  character  of  the  court  itself  may  be  involved 
in  the  issue  of  the  legal  decision.  Suits  to  this  amount  are 
not  now  very  rare,  but  they  may  be  expected  to  become  much 
more  frequent  in  the  thriving  state  of  the  colony. 

The  affixing  a  greater  degree  of  respectability  to  the  office 
of  chief  constable  at  Sydney,  and  the  attachment  of  a  saiaiy 
to  the  situation  from  the  crown^  would  be  a  desirable  measurey 
since  on  this  officer  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  the  peace, 
the  internal  security,  and  good  order  of  the  colony ;  and  it  is 
therefore  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  trust,  inferior 
in  importance  to  scarcely  any  in  the  settlement,  oii|;ht  not  to 
be  reposed  in  a  person  of  some  respectability,  and  wIks  by 
the  receipt  of  an  adequate  remuneration,  might  be  enabled  to 
devote  hb  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  hb  office.  To 
thb  situation  so  much  responsifoUity  is  attached,  and  from  it 
.so  much  good  is  expected,  that  the  person  who  fills  it  ought 
to  be  enabled  to  preserve  a  respectable  appearance,  and  toeob- 
, brace  the  comforts  of  life,  without  being  permitted  to  have  le- 
•course  to  traffic  or  other  pursuits  which  might  contaminate 
his  principles,  or  render  him  less  zealous  in  his  exertions  for 
the  good  order  of  the  colony.  The  benefit  which  most  arise 
from  the  conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office  is 
much  more  than  can  he  imagined  at  first  sight ;  and  the  evib, 
on  the  other  hand,  which  flow  from  its  mal-execation,  are  in 
an  opposite  extremely  baleful,  and  calculated  more  to  pro<- 
mote  excesses  and  tumults  than  to  repress  them. 

That  prisoners  who  are  transported  for  life  are  in  general 
different  ^to  their  future  iate,  and  careless  of  their  condac^  is 
a  &ct  well  imown  to  all  persons  who  have  resided  in  the  aet<* 
dement;  and  it  therefore  becomes  a  iwtiiral  intiereitiiig  quei- 
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tion»  by  what  means  these  convicts  may  be  brought  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  with  more  readiness,  and  to  follow  a  course 
of  life  more  fraught  with  happiness  to  themselves,  and  more 
satisfactory  to  those  who  are  placed  near  them.  The  best 
method  which  suggests  itself,  is  that  of  employing  prisoners 
Um  life  on  government  labour  for  a  limited  time  only,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  period  tliey  sltould  be  made  free  of  the 
country,  and,  in  case  their  conduct  had  been  such  as  to  merit 
approbation,  should  be  allowed  to  become  settlers,  with  the 
usual  indulgences,  and  thus  have  the  means  once  again  jda- 
ced  before  them  of  raising  themselves  to  a  respectable  rank  in 
society,  in  that  country  to  which  they  had  been  banished. 
Tliose,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  found.to,be  dissolute  and 
abandoned  characters  when  their  term  of  labour  had  expired^ 
might  be  made  free  also ;  but,  instead  of  being  allowed  to 
become  settlers  and  to  receive  indulgences,  they  might  be  ta* 
ken  off  the  stores,  and  be  compelled  to  labour  for  tlieir  daily 
bread.  Such  an  amelioration  of  the  punishment  of  those  un- 
happy delinquents  who  have  incurred  this  heavy  vengeance 
of  the  laws  of  their  country,  would  induce  numbers  to  look 
forward  into  futurity  with  a  satisfaction  which  they  had  not 
possessed  previously,  arising  out  of  the  distant  hope  of  becom- 
ing opulent  and  respectable,  and  of  making  the  renewal,  in 
the  decline  of  their  existence,  and  those  prospects  which,  in 
their  earlier  years,  had  been  eluded  and  destroyed  by  their 
vices ;  and  this  idea  would  not  fall  tp  stimulate  them  to  a  con- 
duct more  laudable,  and  calculated  to  accelerate  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  wishes.  It  may  be  brought  against  this 
measure,  as  an  argument,  that  it  would  reduce  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  government  to  grant  pardons  to  deserving  con- 
victs, and  that  government  would  thus  lose  the  advantage 
which  was  derived  from  the  labour  of  those  prisoners;  but  to 
the  former  objection  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  certainty  of 
an  alleviation,  and  of  the  advantages  which  would  attend  a 
meritorious  conduct  during  the  specified  period  of  punish- 
ment, would  pxove  a  powerful  incentive  to  the  convicts  and 
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would  tend  to  produce  more  good  members  of  society  and 
useful  settlers  than  could  be  expected,  unless  some  reward 
was  to  be  the  certain  result  of  meritorious  conduct ;  without 
this  stimulus,  there  might  be,  as  there  has  been,  some  good 
characters  to  reward,  but  their  numbers,  would  be  compara- 
tive/ insignificant  ?  To  the  latter  objection  it  will  only  be 
necessary  to  say,  that  if  government  loses  the  labour  of  these 
convicts,  it  also  disburdens  itself  of  the  weight  of  supporting 
tbem  and  of  providing  them  clothing,  &c. 

Against  the  perpetual  imprisonment  of  convicts  the  follow- 
ing reasons  may  be  brought  forward: — ^The  restlessness  and 
indifference  which  generally  pervade  the  conduct  of  delin- 
quents, of  this  description,  who,  seeing  no  termination  to 
their  captivity,  lose  the  inclination  io  labour,  if  they  ever  pos- 
sessed it,  and  become  indolent  and  earei^ss  as  to  the  colour  of 
their  future  fate;  the  impossibility  of  any  governor,  however 
diligeutand  compassionate,  being  enabled  to  discover  all  the 
meritorious  i^nvicts  of  this  description  who  might  be  entitled 
to  their  liberation  in  pursuance  of  the  present  system,  since 
he  could  not  possibly,  at  any  time,  keep  an  eye  upon  the  whole, 
scattered  as  they  are  through  the  settlements,  and  in  the  em- 
ploy of  various  persons ;  many  deserving  prisoners,  having 
•never  been  in  the  service  of  an  officer,  have  none  to  recom- 
mend them,  and  remain,  consequently,  unnoticed,  although 
they  may  be  more  meritorious  than  even  some  who  are  eman- 
cipated; and  the  numerrius  desertions  which  take  place 
amongst  those  convicts  who  have  no  prospect  of  amelioration 
in  view,  and  who  are,  therefore,  indifferent  what  becomes  of 
them,  placing  upon  a  level  the  dangers  of  destruction  and 
the  prospect  of  toiling  away  existence,  without  the  hope  of  free 
dom  or  of  happinees,  to  the  close  of  their  days.  Such  a  eon- 
duct  as  this  is  truly  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  the  behavi- 
our of  some  criminals  at  the  bar  of  their  country  is  recalled 
to. mind,  where  tliey  have  declined  that  mercy  which  has  been 
extended  to  them,  and  preferred  death  to  a  perpetual  banish- 
ment from  that  society  whiph  tb^y  had  injured.    If  any  of 
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tlie  liberated  convicts  should  afterwards  attempt  to  make  their 
escape  from  the  colony,  they  might  be  returned  to  the  public 
labour,  or  be  sentenced  to  such  other  punishment  as  may  be 
thought  adequate  to  the  importance  of  their  ofience«  What 
the  consequence  of  the  amelioration  of  the  rigour  of  punish* 
ment  would  be  may  easily  be  imagined ;  instead  of  continually 
murmuring  at  the  gloomy  prospect  before  them — of  display- 
ing indifference  to  the  future— of  beholding  before  them  no 
limitation  of  their  slavery,  nothing  but  misery,  toil,  and  death; 
instead  of  these  cheerless  contemplations,  they  would  begin 
to  display  a  degree  of  contentedness  with  the  situation  to 
which  their  delinquency  had  reduced  them,  and  their  pro- 
gress would  be  marked  by  utility  to  the  government  and  to 
the  community,  instead  of  being  chequered  by  continual  ef- 
forts to  elude  the  vigilance  of  their  overseers,  and  to  escape 
from  a  scene  of  uniform  hardships,  unillumined  by  a  single 
ray  of  hope. 

The  best  interests  of  the  colony  would  be  greatly  forward- 
ed, if  government  were  to  select  some  clergymen,  of  unequi- 
vocal piety  and  zeal,  to  inculcate  religious  and  moral  princi- 
ples. For  this  purpose^  they  should  be  chosen  of  unble- 
mished character,  whose  respectability  and  exemplary  con- 
duct would  assist  to  give  weight  to  the  doctrines  which  flow 
from  their  lips.  Much  good  cannot  be  derived  from  the  ef- 
forts of  men,  who  are  chiefly  engaged  in  farming  and  traffic, 
and  who  will  sell  a  bottle  of  spirits,  to  oblige  some  of  those 
very  persons  with  it,  to  whom  they  have  just  before  been 
preaching  the  duty  of  temperance,  and  whose  learning  and 
appearance  are  better  adapted  to  less  important  avocations, 
than  fulfilling  the  sacred  functions  it  is  intended  they  should 
perform. — ^The  future  prosperity  of  the  settlement  also  greatly 
depends  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  rising  generation  are 
instructed.  The  education  of  youth  is,  at  present,  much  neg«- 
lected,  through  the  want  of  four  or  five  schoolmasters  of  suf- 
iiciem  capacity.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  persons 
qualified  for  this  profession  would  meet  with  very  liberal  en- 
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couragcmeot,  as  the  children  are  numerous,  and  there  are  but 
few  parents  who  cannot  aflford  to  educate  their  ofispring 
respectably. 

The  want  of  some  able  superintendants  in  different  branches 
of  business  is  at  present  much  felty  since  such  indtviduals 
might  be  usefully  employed  in  training  up  youth  to  the  pur- 
suits of  industry;  by  which  means  the  commission  of  crimes 
would  be  rendered  less  frequent,  and  the  dispositions  of  chil- 
dren would  receive  a  proper  bias.  An  anangement  of  this 
nature  would  also  remove  the  severe  inconvenience  occa- 
sioned by  the  extreme  scarcity  of  able  mechanics  throughout 
the  colony. 

It  will  be  immediately  admitted  by  ever)'  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  the  saleries  of  the  deputy-commissaries  should  be 
increased,  when  the  circumstances  under  which  they  arepla-^ 
ced  are  duly  considered.  They  have  now  only  five  shillings 
a  day ;  a  sum  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  ser\'ices  they  per- 
form, as  to  excite  surprize  in  afl  who  witness  the  extent  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them.  This  daily  pay  is  barely  sufficient  to 
purchase  a  dinner  in  the  colony,  as  they  are  obliged  to  appear 
in  every  respect  as  gentlemen ;  and  the  necessary  consequence 
is,  they  are  compelled  to  enter  into  other  occupations,  unless 
tiicy  have  a  better  source  of  income  than  their  salaries,  in  or- 
der to  meet  their  own  unavoidable  expenditure,  and  to  main- 
tain (as  is  generally  the  case  there)  a  wife  and  large  family. 
The  impolicy  of  giving  small  salaries  must  be  obvious,  when 
it  is  considered  that  individuals  who  are  thus  sparinj^ly  re- 
warded for  their  labour, 'abstract  from  their  official  duties  some 
portion  of  that  attention  which  ought  to  be  wholly  de^-oted  to 
them« 

A  difierent  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  grants  and 
leases  of  the  land  would  also  be  productive  of  beneficial  con- 
sequences. Wheheverany  of  those  deeds  have  been  made, 
under  the  hand  and  the  seal  ofgovemor^or  of  the  colonial 
seal,  they  ougbt  to  be  considered  as  secured  to  the  grantee  or 
lessee,  their  heirs,  &c.  and^  under  no  pretence  whatever,  ex^ 
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cept  a  fiiilure  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  expressed 
therein,  ought  the  governor,  or  any  succeeding  governor,  to 
retain  the  power  of  taking  that  land  away.  The  existence  of 
such  a  power,  indeed,  is,  upon  its  surface,  arbitrary ;  and,  in 
its  effect,  totally  destructive  of  the  spirit  of  improvement; 
for  there  scarcely  exists  a  man  who  would  bestow  hb  whole 
exertions  and  property  in  increasing  the  value  and  buildings 
Upon  land,  which  he  holds  by  such  an  uncertain  tenure.  In  the 
«midst  of  his  expectations,  just  as  be  has  impoverished  him- 
self with  the  hope  of  reaping  a  future  recompense,  he  may, 
by  the  sudden  whims  or  caprice  of  an  individual,  be  deprived 
at  once  of  the  means  of  gaining  future  subsistence,  and  phin« 
dered  of  every  thing  which  he  may  have  done  with  a  view  to 
his  own  benefit,  and  the  bettering  of  the  estate.  It  is  surely 
ly^wise  to  leave  a  power  (which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  Withoul 
authority)  of  this  description,  iu  the  hands  of  any  man,  how* 
ever  exalted  his  character,  and  however  conspicuous  his  loVe 
of  justice.  •* 

The  whole  of  the  contingent  expenses  which  would  result 
from  these  improvements,  might  be  paid  by  duties  laid  on 
importations,  exportations,  &c«  which  are  at  present  by  no 
means  inconsiderable,  but  might  be  greatly  increased,  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  the  colonbt  and  the  government. 

To  expatiate  largely  on  the  benefits  which  would  result 
from  the  establishment  of  a  free  trade,  is  altogether  superfliH 
ous  to  men  whose  minds  can  embrace  the  increased  stimulus 
which  would  be  given  to  industry,  the  influx  of  wealth  and 
population,  the  improvements  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
the  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony,  which  must  result  from  such  a 
measure. 
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*^,t*  Before  entering  into  a  narrative  of 
the  evefits  which  led  to  the  eaymlsian  of  Go^ 
vemor  Bligh,  as  promised  in  a  preceding  part 
of  the  worky  it  is  proposed  to  give  so^ne  ac- 
eount  of  the  dependent  settlenients  which  were 
recently  projected  in  order  to  strengthen  and 
assist  the  original  one  at  Port  Jackson.  The 
fiarrative  of  the  trial  of  Lieutenant -Colonel 
Johnson  will  exhibit  many  curious  and  inte^ 
resting  facts y  which  contain  the  best  elucida'- 
lion  of  the  present  state  of  this  importafit 
and  distant  portion  of  the  British  empire. 
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CHAP.    XL, 


Interesting  Nature  of  the  Facts  narrated. — Discwcry  and  Importance 
of  Van  Dieman's  Land — Government  deterniincs  to  Colonize  it- 
Description  of  the  Country  from  a  French  Voyager. 

No  sensible  patriotic  man  can  peruse  the  subject  of  this 
worlc  without  feeling  the  most  lively  interest  in  its  contents. 
There  is  a  charm  in  thus  seeing  villages,  and  churches  and 
farms,  rising  from  a  wilderness,  where  civilized  man  has  ne- 
ver set  his  foot  since  the  creation  of  the  world.  The  contrast 
between  fertility  and  barrenness,  population  and  solitude,  ac- 
tivity and  indolence,  fill  the  mind  with  the  pleasing  images  of 
happiness  and  increase.  Man  seems  to  move  in  his  proper 
sphere,  while  he  is  thus  dedicating  the  powers  of  his  mind 
and  body  to  reap  those  rewards  which  the  bountiful  Author  of 
all  things  has  assigned  to  his  industry.  Neither  is  it  any  com- 
mon enjoyment,  to  turn  for  a  while  from  the  memory  of  those 
distractions  which  continue  to  agitate  the  Old  World;;. 
and  to  reflect,  that  its  very  horrors  and  crimes  may  have  thus- 
prepared  a  long  sera  of  opulence  and  peace  for  a  people  yet 
involved  in  the  womb  of  time. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  work*,  we  gave  a  succinct  account 
of  the  voyage  of  discovery  performed  by  Lieutenant  Flindersf 
and  Mr  Bass,  in  a  decked  boat,  in  order  to  discover  the  situ- 
ation, extent,  and  nature  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  The  im- 
portance of  this  island  was  early  perceived,  and  it  has  been 

*  Sec  Page  301,  and  307. 

f  This  skilful  and  intrepid  officer  has  acquired  no  less  celebrity  from 
his  expedition  to  the  west  coast  of  New  Holland,  than  from  the  uiune- 
rited  and  severe  persecution  he  lately  suffered  in  the  Isle  of  Fcance, 
throQgh  the  insatiable  jealousy  of  the  French  government. 
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accurately  examined  both  by  English  and  French  navigators. 
From  the  first  discovery  of  Bass's  Strait,  it  liad  entered  into  the 
contemplation  of  Government  to  estabh'sh  a  settlement  at  its 
western  entrance,  as  well  from  commercial,  as  political  mo- 
tives. In  the  first  respect,  it  would  give  the  greatest  encou* 
ragement  to  the  speculations  carried  on  for  seals,  and  sea-* 
elephants,  to  the  islands  in  the  Straits,  to  have  a  secure  port 
in  their  vicinity,  where  the  produce  might  be  collected  until 
ready  for  exportation :  in  the  next  place,  this  measure  would 
prevent  any  rival  nations  from  establishing  themselves  on 
this  coast,  who  might  become  troublesome  neighbours  to  our 
colony  at  Port  Jackson,  which  must  no  longer  be  considered 
as  a  contemptible  part  of  the  British  dominions ;  and  to  which 
the  possession  of  Bass*s  Strait  would  give  us  a  less  tedious  and 
circuitous  access.  Port  Philip,  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
Straits,  which  was  reported  to  be  an  excellent  harbour,  seeoi- 
ed,  from  its  geographical  position,  to  posses  all  the  adi'antages 
required  In  the  proposed  settlement. 

Before  entering  upon  a  statement  of  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  British  government,  in  order  to  ckrry  this  design  into 
execution,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  some  further  account  of 
this  island,  which  may  in  a  few  ages  attract  the  attention  of 
civilized  nations.  Lieutenant  Flinders  and  Mr  Bass  were 
unable  to  obtain  all  the  information  they  desired,  but  this 
defect  has  been  amply  supplied  by  the  publication  of  M. 
Dentrecasteaux's  Voyage  in  search  of  La  Perouse,  and  which 
was  performed  by  order  of  the  French  government. 

The  French  Ships  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Rocks,  on  the 
south  side  of  Van  Dieman*s  Land,  January,  1793.  Here  M. 
Labillardiere,  one  of  the  naturalists  attached  to  the  expedition^ 
landed,  accompanied  by  some  other  gentlemen  and  seamen, 
and  during  several  successive  days  explored  the  adjoiniDg 
country ;  but  most  of  his  renuirks  on  the  soil  and  productions 
of  the  country  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  given 
by  Mr  Bass.  On  Feb.  2d,  says  our  Frenchman,  we  had  plan- 
ned a' visit  to  the  highest  of  the  mountaius  in  this  part  of  New 
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Holland,  the  vmiotts  sites  of  which  gave  us  hopes  of  a  great 
number  of  new  producticms.  Each  of  us  took  provisim  font 
five  days,  which  we  presumed  would  afibrd  us  sufficietYt  timo 
far  our  purpose.  Accordingly  we  set  oiF  very  early  in  the 
aiomiDgt  with  a  tolerable  stock  of  bts<^ttit,  cheese^  bacon,  aMi 
brandy,  our  usual  store  on  distant  excursions. 

When  he  had  proceeded  about  half  way  on  the  road  we  had 
before  taken,  tn  our  journey  to  South  Cape,  we  found  an  ei£« 
tenure  opening  through  the  woods,  which  facilitated  our  pro- 
gress westerly,  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the  halls,  tbat  we  were 
obliged  to  cross;  and  then  we  ptanged  into  the  aaidst  of  the 
woods,  with  no  other  guide  but  the  compass. 

We  directed  our  way  to  the  north,  advancing  slowly  fh>m 
the  obstaeles  presented  us  at  every  step  by  vast  trees  lying 
one  upon  another.  Most  of  these,  blown  down  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  winds,  had  torn  up  in  their  MI  part  of  th^  soil 
that  bore  them ;  others,  that  had  fallen  in  consequence  of 
their  age,  were  every  where  rotten,  and  the  lower  part  of  tlieir 
trunks  was  frequently  seen  standing  amidst  the  wreck  of  their 
upper  parts,  that  lay  in  huge  heaps  around. 

.  After  %  very  laborious  walk,  we  ^t  length  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  a  mountain,  whence  we  perceived  to  the  south  the 
middle  of  the  roadstead  of  South  Cape,  and  to  the  north-west 
the  large  mountain,  toward  which  we  directed  our  steps. 

Night  soon  obliging  as  to  halt,  we  kindled  a  large  fire, 
round  which  we  reposed ;  and  a  comfortable  sleep  dissipated 
the  fotigues  of  the  day.  We  slept  in  the  open  air,  for  we 
should  have  found  it  difficult,  to  construct  a  shelter  in  a  short 
tiose  among  the  large  trees,  as  their  branches  was  mostly  near 
the  summit,  and  this  part  of  the  forest  was  destitute  of  shrubs. 
We  looked  in  vain  iw  some  large  trunks  hollowed  by  fire ; 
these  are  to  be  found  only  tn  places  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives. We  had  seen  a  great  number  on  the  borders  of  the 
sea,  where  we  had  observed  many  paths,  which  the  natives 
had  cleared;  but  nothing  gave  us.  any  intimation  that  they 
bad  ever  eome  into  the  mkbt  of  thes^  thick  forests. 
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The  air  was  extremely  calm ;  and  about  midoiglit  I  awa- 
ked, when,  soUury  in  the  amidst  of  tliese  silent  woods,  the 
mqMy  of  whtdi  was  half  diaclosed  to  me  by  the  feebfe  gleam 
of  the  stars,  I  felt  myself  penetrated  with  a  sentiment  of  ad- 
miration of  the  grandeor  of  natnre,  whieh  it  is  beyond  my 
power  to  express.. 

'  Sd.  At  day-bveak  we  resumed  our  joamey  in  the  same 
diiection  as  before*  Om*  difficulties  increased  more  and 
OKMre.  The  trunks  of  trees  lying  one  upon  another  often  pre* 
sented  an  almost  impeneiraUe  barrier,  obliging  us  to  climb 
10  the  uppermost,  and  then  to  walk  from  tree  to  tree,  at  the 
hazard  of  a  fall  from  a  considerable  bei^t ;  for  scTeral  were 
covered  widi  a  spongy  bark,  so  wet  with  the  damp  continually 
prevailing  in  these  thick  woods,  that  our  path  was  extremely 
slippery,  as  well  as  difficok. 

The  day  was  considerably  advanced,  when  we  arrived  at 
the  summit  of  a  mountain,  from  which  we  perceived  the 
whole  extent  of  a  long  valley,  whieh  we  had  still  to  cross,  h^ 
fore  we  could  reach  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  whieh  we  bad 
set  out  to  visit.  The  intermediate  space  appeared  to  be 
about  eighteen  miles ;  and  this  space  was  occupied  by  forests, 
as  thick  as  those  through  which  we  had  just  penetrated.  It 
was  to  be  apprehended,  that  it  would  take  us  upwards  of  two 
days,  to  reach  the  end  of  our  intended  journey ;  even  if  we 
were  not  retarded  by  extensive  marshes,  or  other  obstacles, 
which  we  could  not  possibly  foresee.  It  would  require  near- 
ly as  long  a  time  to  return;  and  from  this  calcubiion,  our 
provision  would  be  expended  three  days  before  the  termina- 
tbn  of  our  journey.  Tliese  forests  in  the  mean  time  aSotdtd 
nothing  that  could  contribute  to  our  subsistence ;  and  conse* 
quenily  we  were  obliged  to  relioquisii  our  design.  After  en« 
countering  many  difficulties  the  party  returned  to  dieirvcs* 
sels,  having  on  the  road  discovered  that  the  mounteins  con* 
tained  iron, 

M .  Labillardiere,  the  gardener,  and  two  of  the  crew,  set  off 
on  another  excttrsk)n  early  on  the  morning  of  the  8tb.  <<  We 
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landed,**  says  M.  Labtlbirdiere,  <<  at  the  month  of  the  harboury 
on  its  western  side ;  and  fcrtimately  found  ouraelves  on  a  baok 
of  oysters,  of  which  we  ccrileeted  an  aban&nt  atore.  Snakes 
are  not  common  at  Dieman's  Cape,  yet,  I  saw  two,  sleeping 
in  the  sun,  on  large  tmoks  of  trees;  on  our  approach  tbej 
withdrew  into  the  hollow  trunks,  that  served  them  for  a  retreat, 
lliough  the  coime  of  the  river  was  obstructed  by  laige  trees 
at  almost  every  step^  we  were  obliged  to  go  up  near  a  mile 
and  half,  before  we  could  find  one,  by  means  of  which  we 
could  cross  to  the  opposite  bank  without  too  great  difficul^. 
From  this  fdaoe  we  praeeeded  north-west,  traversing  very 
oommodkHisly  a  spacious  plain,  part  of  the  v^etables  growr 
ing  on  which  had  lately  been  burned  by  the  natives.  In  a 
short  time  we  reached  the  head  of  the  great  lake,  along  the 
borders  of  which  we  walked  as  far  as  the  sea,  and  having  tra* 
veiled  over  a  considerable  extent  of  ground,  we  returned  to  its 
extremity,  to  spend 'the  night  near  a  rivulet,  whieh  we  had 
already  crossed.  As  the  weather  was  very  fine,  we  lay  down 
to  sleep  in  the  open  air,  sheltered  solely  by  large  trunks  of 
trees,  that  lay  on  the  ground;  but  the  piercing  eoM  we  felt 
soon  obliged  us  to  kindle  a  large  fire.  It  is  remaricable,  that 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  at  this  extremity  of  New  Holland, 
is  sometimes  17^  k>wer  in  the  night  than  it  was  in  the  day* 
In  fact,  this  narrow  land,  lying  in  a  pretty  high  latitude,  is  not 
very  capable  of  long  retaining  the  heat,  which  has  been  im- 
parted to  it  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.  This  great  diiFerence  of 
temperature  was  very  inconvenient  to  us,  as  it  obliged  us  to 
encumber  ourselves  with  clothes,  which  we  found  very  trou- 
blesome in  the  day. 

^  9th.  As  soon  as  day-light  appeared,  while  the  two  men 
that  accompanied  us  were  still  asleep,  the  gardener  and  I  pio*> 
ceeded  towards  the  part  of  the  lake  opposite  that  which  we 
had  visited  ^he  evening  before.  After  walking  at  least  a  cou- 
ple of  miles,  we  fancied  we  heard  human  voices  before  us. 
Redoubling  our  attention,  we  advanced  a  few  steps,  when  a 
sudden  cry,  arising  from  several  voices  united,  issued  from 
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cne  spot,  and  we  peneeifed  thniqgfa  Ae  trees  a  nunAer  of 
the  nvUftSj  most  of  wkoa  fytwed  lo  be  Mmg  on  ^ 
benden  of  tbeUke.  As  we  were  lUMnned,  and  ignoiaat 
of  their  wteatiMM,  we  did  oot  hesinte  to  return  to  our  000- 
pMiionfty  eaeh  of  whom  had  a  mnehet;  and  inimediBtelT  croe* 
0cd  through  the  wood,  that  the  saragee  mig^  not  see  as, 
leet  thej  sliould  be  templed  to  ^mmie  us,  cm  perceiiring  oiir 

night. 

^  When  we  had  told  oar  aMo  the  occasion  of  ouc  return,  i 
^pressed  my  strong  dewse  to  have  an  imerdew  adih  thtts 
people,  hwssneoessaiy  first,  however,  to  psepaipeottr  means 
of  defaiee,  so  that  we  might  beafak  to  avail  oundves  of  them 
in  OBse  of  an  assaolt.  Aeooidingljr  we  got  nadj  4  hw  cm^ 
tridges,  as  fsst  as  we  conld,  and  set  oat  towasds  the  piaoev 
where  we  had  seen  the  nad WES.  It  was  now  only  nine  o^cbdu 
We  had  gone  only  a  lew  slqis  heiove  we  met  then.  The 
Boen  and  yonths  wese  iaiM;ed  in  fimit,  nearly  in  a  semi  eirele; 
the  women,  children,  sad  giris»  were  a  ftw  paces  distant  be* 
Mnd.  As  thaivmanmr^  not  qipear  to  indioate  an  hostile 
design,  I  hesitated  not  to  go  wp  10  the  oldest,  who  aooepsed, 
with  a  very  good  grace,  a  piece  of  htttontt  I  offered  bim,  oi 
which  he  had  seen  me  oat.  I  then  held  out  aqr  hand  to  htm 
asasignoffrisiidship^aadhaddiepleasttiieto  peroesre,  that 
he  compvehended  my  meaniog  very  weU:  ho gare  mo  his, 
indiaing  faiamelf  a  little,  and  raising  as  the  same  time  die  left 
foot,  which  he  canried  backward  in  propottionashe  bent  his 
bodyforwaid.  These  motions  were  acconipanio^fay  a  plem- 
tag  smile. 

^  My  companions  also  advanced  up  to  the  others^  and  im- 
nnediatdy  the  best  uadeiataoding  prnvaiM  aamog  us%  They 
reeeived  with  great  joy  the  neckohnhs  whkdfr  wo  oCaradtlwm  c 
the  young  people  approaohed  nearer  to  ns|  and  onoof  ihem 
hadthegedemsity  to  give  me  a  few  smatt  sheila  of  die  whdfc 
Und,  inevced  noar  the  midAe,  and  siftmg  Mce  a  neoldaes* 
Thh  omamenf,  which  he  called  eofiJhrAfa^  was  the  only  one 
hi^po«Mased,Atidhew0ieitnmad1iisheadL    Ahuidkei^Hef 
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supplied  the  place  of  the  presient,  gnitif^n§^  tke  utmost  imliei 
of  mj  tav^e^  who  advaiused  tonrard  me,  that  I  mi^t  tie  it 

^ound  hb  head  for  hun,  and  who  expressed  the  greatest  jof  > 
as  be  lifted  his  hand  up  to  feel  it  again  and  again.  We  wore 
abnndaoee  of  clothes,  as  I  have  already  obsenred,  on  acc^omit 
of  the  coldness  of  the  nights ;  and  we  bestowed  the  gveatef 

.    part  on  these  islanders. 

^  The  women  were  very  desirous  of  coning  nearer  to  vs; 
and  though  the  nsen  made  signs  to  them,  to  keep  at  a  distaBoty 
their  curiodty  was  ready  every  moment  to  bredc  through  all 
other  consideniitioBs.  The  gradual  increase  of  confidenoe, 
kowever,  that  took  place,  obttiioed  them  permission  to  ap-» 
proaeh.  It  appeared  to  us  veiy  astonkhing,  that  in  so  high  a 
latitude,  where,  at  a  period  of  the  year  so  little  advanosd  as 
the  present,  we  already  mcperienoed  the  oeld  at  night  to  he 
pretty  severe,  these  people  did  not  feet  the  necessity  of  cloth- 
ing themselves.  £ven  the  women  were  for  the  most  part  ett* 
tirdy  naked,  as  well  as  the  men.  Some  of  them  only  had  the 
shouUers  and  part  of  the  back  covered  with  a  kangaroo's  skin, 
worn  with  the  hair  next  the  body :  and  among  these  we  ob* 
served  two,  each  of  whom  had  an  infant  at  the  breast.  The 
sole  garment  of  one  was  a  strip  of  kanganx>'8  skin  about  two 
inehes  broad,  which  was  wrapped  six  or  seven  times  s<mnd. 
die  waist ;  another  had  a  collar  of  skin  round  the  neck ;  and 
some  had  a  slender  cord  bound  several  times  round  the  head, 
I  afterwards  learned)  diat  most  of  these  cords  were  fabricated 
firaiB  the  bark  of  a  shrub  of  the  spwge  fiunily,  veij  comaioa 
ID  this  country. 

^  A  pole-'Sx^  which  we  used  for  cutting  ofiTsome  brandies 
from  the  trees,  eseited  the  admiration  of  these  people.  As 
diey  perceived  us  willing  to  give  them  any  thing  in  our  pos* 
session,  they  <fid  not  scrapie  to  beg  it ;  and  when  we  granted 
their  request,  they  were  overcome  with  joy.  They  were  fully 
sensible  of  the  value  of  our  knives,  likewise ;  and  receired  a 
few  tin  vessels  tmthpleasnre.  When  I  shewed  them  my  watch^ 
it  attraplsd  their  desire ;  and  one  of  them^  to  particukuy  ev 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


48«  HISTORY  OF 

pressed  his  wisb  to  possess  it:  but  he  quickly  desisted  from 
hb  request)  when  be  fomid,  that  1  was  not  wilKng  to  part  with 
it. 

<<  The  readiness  with  which  we  gave  them  our  things,  no 
doubt,  led  them  to  presume,  that  they  might  take  any  thing 
belonging  to  us,  without  asking  for  it :  this  oUiged  us  to  set 
bounds  to  their  desires ;  but  we  found,  to  our  great  satisfec* 
tion,  that  they  retumed  to  us,  without  the  least  resistance, 
such  things  as  we  could  not  dispense  with  for  our  own  use. 

**  I  had  given  them  several  articles,  without  requiring  any 
thing  in  return :  but  I  wished  to  get  a  kai^roo's  skin,  when, 
among  the  savages  about  us,  there  happened  to  be  only  a 
young  girl,  who  had  one.  When  I  proposed  to  her,  to  give  it 
me  in  exchange-for  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  she  ran  away,  to  hide 
herself  in  the  woods.  The  other  natives  appeared  truly  hart 
at  her  refusal,  and  called  to  her  several  times.  At  length  she 
yielded  to  their  intreaties,  and  came  to  bring  me  the  skin. 
Perhaps  it  was  from  timidity  only,  that  she  could  not  prevail 
on  herself  to  part  with  this  kind  of  garment ;  in  return  for 
which  she  received  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  less  useful  to  her» 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  ladies  in  this  country,  than 
the  skin,  which  served  to  cover  the  shoulders.  We  shewed 
her  the  manner  of  wearing  them ;  but,  notwitlistanding:,  it  was 
neeessary  for  us,  to  put  them  on  for  her  ourselves.  To  this 
she  yielded  with  the  best  grace  in  the  world,  resting  .both  her 
hands  on  our  shoulders,  to  support  herself,  while  she  lifted 
up  first  one  leg,  then  the  other,  to  put  them  into  this  new 
garment.  Desirous  of  avoiding  every  cause  of  oflence,  we 
behaved  with  all  the  gravity  we  could  on  the  occa^on. 

<<  The  party  of  savages  consisted  of  two  and  forty,  sev6n  of 
whom  were  men,  eight  women:  the  rest  appeared  to  be  their 
ehildreo,  and  among  these  we  observed  several  marriaiceable 
girls,  still  less  clothed  than  most  of  the  mothers.  We  invi- 
ted them  all  to  comeand  sit  near  our  fife;  and  when  they  ar- 
rived there,  ona  of  the  savages  informed  us  by  unequivocal 
signs,  that  he  liad  coipe  to  risoonnoitre  us  duriog  the  nigfat» 
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That  we  night  understand  he  had  seen  us  sleep,  he  faieiHied 
his  head  on  one  side,  laying  it  on  the  palm  of  his  right  hand^ 
and  closing  his  eyes;  and  with  the  other  he  pointed  out  the 
spot,  where  we  had  passed  the  night.  He  then  acquainted 
us  by  signs  equally  expressive,  that  he  was  at  the  time  on  the 
other  side  of  the  brook,  whence  he  observed  us.  In  fact,  one 
of  us  had  been  awakened  about  the  middle  of  the  niglit  by  a 
rustling  among  the  branches,  and  had  even  fancied,  that  he 
heard  some  broken  off;  but,  being  greatly  fatigued,  he  had 
soon  fallen  asleep  again,  persuaded  it  was  a  kangaroo^  that 
had  come  to  visit  us*  Our  fire  liad  been  a  guide  to  this  na- 
tive, whom  the  party  had  sent  to  reconnoitre  us :  while  we 
bad  slept  with  the  utmost  tranquillity,  notwithstanding  we  had 
been  at  the  mercy  of  these  savages  the  whole  night.  One  of 
tl)e  men  that  accompanied  us,  then  said,  that  in  the  evening, 
at  sun-set,  he  perceived  some  smoke  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake,  whence  he  presumed,  that  some  of  the  natives  were  as* 
sembled  there;  but  he  forgot  to  mention  it  to  us,  when  we 
joined  them. 

<(  VVe  were  desirous  of  showing  these  savages  the  effects  of 
our  fire-arms,  after  tmving  given  them  to  understand,  that 
they  bad  nothing  to  fear.  They  appeared,  however,  to  be  a 
little  frightened  at  their  report. 

.  ^^  These  people  have  woolly  hair,  and  let  their  beards  grow. 
It  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  children  the  upper  jaw  ad- 
vAoces  considerably  beyond  tiie  lower ;  but  sinking  as  they 
grow  up^  both  jaw::  are  nearly  even  in  the  adult.  Their  skin 
is  not  of  a  very  deep  black ;  but  no  doubt  they  consider  ex- 
treme blackness  as  a  beauty,  for,  in  order  to  heighten  this  co- 
lour beyond  its  natural  state,.they  rub  themselves  over,  parti- 
cularly Qn  the  upper  parts  of  the  body,  with  powdered  char- 
i2oaL  On  their  skin,  particularly  on  the  breast  and  shoulders, 
may  be  observed  tubercles  symmetrically  arranged,  exhibit* 
ii^  soflnetimjiis  lines  four  inches  in  length,  at  other  times 
points  placpd  at  different  distances.  The  application,  by 
which  these  risings  weris  produced,  had  not  destroyed  the 
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celiolar  membrane,  however,  for  they  were  of  the  same  coiour 
as  the  rest  of  the  skin. 

^  The  custom  of  extracting  two  of  the  frant  teeth  of  the  up- 
per jaw,  which,  from  the  aeoouhts  of  some  voyagers,  had  beea 
supposed  general  among  the  iuliabitanis  of  this  couotiy,  cer- 
tainly has  not  been  introdueed  into  thU  tribe }  for  we  did  not 
aee  one  among  them,  in  whom  a  single  tooth  of  the  upper  jaw 
was  wanting ;  and  indeed  they  liad  all  very  good  teeth.  One 
of  the  sailors,  that  accompanied  us,  thought  he  coidd  not  re* 
gale  them  better  dian  with  a  glass  of  brandy;  but,  accustoosed 
to  drink  nothing  but  water,  they  quickly  spit  it  out,  and  it 
seemed  to  have  given  them  a  very  disagreeable  sensation. 

**  These  savages,  going  completely  naked,  are  liable  to 
wonud  themselves,  particuhirly  in  the  lower  extremides,  wiieo 
they  pass  through  the  woods*  We  observed  one,  who  walk* 
ed  with  difficulty,  and  ode  of  whose  feet  was  wrapped  up  in  a 
piece  of  skin.  I  had  not  perceived  the  young  girls  for  some 
time,  and  imagined  that  they  had  all  retired  into  the  woods ; 
but  happening  to  look  behind  me,  I  saw,  with  surprise,  seven 
who  had  perched  themselves  on  a  stout  limb  of  a  tree,  anore 
Aan  three  yards  fh>m  the  ground,  whence  they  attentively 
watched  our  slightest  movements.  As  they  all  squatted  on 
the  bough,  they  formed  a  pleasing  group. 

^  We  were  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  ^oiey  where 
a  boat  was  to  wait  for  us,  to  take  us  on  board.  It  was  time 
for  us  to  be  on  our  way  toward  it.  We  were  qoittiog  this 
peaceable  party  with  regret,  when  we  saw  the  men  and  four  of 
the  youths  separating  from  the  rest,  in  order  to  accompany  us. 
One  of  the  most  robust  presently  went  into  the  wood,  Whence 
he  returned  almost  instantly,  hoMtng  in  bis  hand  two  long 
spears.  •  As  he  came  near,  he  made,  signs  to  i»,  that  we  need 
be  under  no  apprehensions :  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  as 
if  he  were  desirous  of  protecting  us  With  his  anna.  Mo  dotfbt 
they  had  left  their  weapons  hi  the  wmds,  wImb  they  OMne  to 
meet  us  ifi  the  morning,  that  they  m^t  give  us  no  riatm. 
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^  The  other  natives,  whom  we  had  just  quitted,  approached 
0Qr  party.  Immediately  on  our  requesting  him,  who  carried 
the  spears,  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  b'ls  dexterity,  he  grasped 
one  of  them  with  the  right  hand  near  the  middle,  then  raising 
it  as  high  as  his  head,  and  holding  it  horizontally,  he  drew  it 
hack  toward  himself  three  times  following  with  a  jerk,  which 
gave  it  a  very  perceptible  tremulous  movement  at  each  extre* 
mity,  when  he  darted  it  forward  near  a  hundred  paces.  The 
weapon,  supported  throughout  its  whole  length  by  the  column 
of  air  beneath  it,  flew  in  a  tolerably  horizontal  direction  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  distance.  The  tremulous  motion 
impressed  on  it  contributed,  unquestionably,  to  accelerate  its 
progress,  and  to  support  it  longer  in  the  air. 

*'  The  savage  was  very  ready  to  gratify  our  wishes,  by 
launching  his  spear  several  times  following.  He  then  aimed 
at  an  object,  which  we  pointed  out  to  him,  and  every  time 
was  near  enough  to  it,  to  give  us  a  high  idea  of  his  skill. 
Pk^ently  after  another  showed  us  two  holes  in  a  kangaroo's 
rictn,  which  bad  been  made  apparently  with  the  point  of  a 
spear,  giving  us  thus  to  understand,  that  they  employed  this 
weapon  to  kill  these  animals.  In  reality,  they  launched  it 
with  sufficient  force  to  pierce  the  animal  through  and  through. 
*^  At  length  we  parted  with  our  new  guides,  whose  pace 
was  sufficiently  slow  for  us  to  follow  them  with  ease.  It 
seemed  as  if  they  were  not  accustomed  to  take  a  long  walk 
withpot  interruption :  for  we  bad  scarcely  been  half  a  mile 
on  our  way,  before  they  invited  us  to  sit  down,  saying  medi; 
and  we  immediately  stopped.  This  halt,  lasted  but  a  few 
minutes,  when  they  rose,  saying  to  us  tangaray  which  signi- 
fies ^  let  us  set  off."  On  this  we  resumed  our  journey :  and 
they  made  us  halt  qgain,  in  the  same  manner,  four  times,  at 
pearly  equal  distances. 

^The  attentions  lavished  on  us  by  these  savages  astonished 
us.  If  our.  path  were  interrupted  by  heaps  of  dry  branches^ 
some  of  them  walked  before,  and  removed  the^i  to  either  side ; 
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they  even  broke  oiF  sucb  as  stretched  across  our  way  from  the 
trees  that  had  falleu  dowo. 

^  We  could  not  walk  on  the  diy  grass  without  slipping 
every  moment^  particularly  where  the  ground  was  sloping ; 
but  tfae^e  good  savages^  to  prevent  our  falling,  took  bc4d  of 
us  by  the  arm,  and  thus  supported  us.  We  found  it  dii&cidt 
to  persuade  them  that  none  of  us  would  fall,  even  if  unassist-* 
ed,  and  they  continued,  nevertheless,  to  bestow  on  us  these 
maifcs  of  affectionate  kindness  :  nay,  they  frequently  statiooedl 
themselves,  one  on  each  side,  to  support  us  the  better.  As 
they  obstinately  persisted  in  paying  us  this  obliging  attentioi^ 
we  no  loifger  declined  it. 

^  They  no  doubt  conceived  it  to  be  our  intentk»  to  retWB 
io  Port  Dentrecasteaux,  for  we  were  twice  mistaken  in  the 
road,  and  they  both  times  pointed  out  to  us  that  which  led 
directly  to  it. 

^  A  trifling  incident  gave  us  reasoti  to  presume,  that  they 
sometimes  catch  birds  with  their  hands.  A  paroquet  flew 
by  us,  and  pitched  on  the  ground  at  a  little  distance.  Ita^ 
mediately  two  of  the  young  savages  set  off  to  oaloh  it,  and 
were  on  the  point  of  putting  their  hands  upon  it,  when  Uie 
bird  took  wing. 

^  It  may  be  presumed,  that  there  are  no  sndces  at  Dicman't 
Cape,  the  bite  of  which  is  to  b^  dreaded  :  at  least,  H  tkeie 
be  any  such,  the  natives  well  know  how  to  distinguish  them. 
They  pointed  out  one  to  us,  gliding  through  the  grass  very 
near  them,  yet  (bey  did  not  appear  to  be  under  the  least  i^ 
prehension  from  it. 

'<  At  length  they  brought  us  near  the  place  where  we  had 
anchored  the  year  before.  Ttie  oldest  of  them  was  thicsty^ 
and  immediately  made  one  of  the  youths  fetch  him  an  oystar 
shell,  to  serve  as  a  cup,  which  he  emptied  several  times  b^«ra 
his  thirst  was  quenched. 

«  Our  boat  was  not  yet  arrived.  We  weifa  veq^  desiimv 
that  these  savages  should  have  a  near  view  of  U;  aadwv 
hoped,  likewise,  to  be  able  to  prevail  on  some  ot  them  to  go 
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6Q  board  with  us ;  but  they  were  already  leaving  us  to  r^oin 
their  families.  At  our  invitation,  however^  they  deferred 
Ihw  departure,  and  we  walked  together  along  the  beach  to* 
ward  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  Some  ti^es,  that  lay  oa 
Ihe  ground  along  the  shore,  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  dis» 
playing  their  agility  to  us  by  leaping  over  them.  We  were 
00  much  fintigued  to  give  them  an  exhibition  of  what  we 
were  capable  of  doing;  but  I  believe,  savages  as  they  were, 
tbey  would  have  found  themselves  excelled  by  fU)  European 
lolmbly  expert  at  this  exercise. 

As  soon  as  the  boat  came,  we  invited  some  of  them  to  go 
an  board  with  us.  After  taking  a  long  while  to  resolve  on  it, 
threa  of  them  consented  to  get  into  the  boat ;  but  it  appeared 
diey  had  no  intention  to  quit  their  party,  for  they  got  out  agaia 
as  sooQ  as  we  prepared  to  posh  off  from  the  shore.  We  then 
flaw  them  walk  with  tranquillity  along  the  sea-aide,  looking 
loward  us  from  time  to  time,  and  utteriqg  cries  of  joy. 

^  10th.  The  next  day  we  returned  in  a  }a]]ge  party  to  these 
savages.  We  rowed  along  the  shore,  beyond  Port  Dentrecasr 
ieaux,  for  some  time,  when  a  fire  we  perceived  not  far  from 
the  sea-iside  induced  us  to  land.  Some  of  the  natives  soon 
came  to  meet  us,  expressing  by  their  crie9  the  pleasure  they 
felt  at  seeing  us  again. 

^  Our  musidan  had  brought  on  shore  his  violin,  imagining 
that  he  should  excite  as  much  enthusiasm  aaiong  them  by 
seme  »oisy  tunes,  as  we  had  observed  in  the  islanders  at  Boo*- 
ka;  but  his  self-love  was  truly  mortified,  at  the  indifference 
abowD  to  his  performance  here.  Savages,  in  geoemty  are 
not  very  sensible  to  the  tones  of  stringed  instruments* 

**  As  we  ascended  the  heights  that  skirt  the  sea,  we  soon 
ftMuid  a  party  of  those  natives,  by  whom  we  had  been  so  ci« 
vilfyieeeived  the  day  before.  A  lively  joy  was  depicted  on 
ell  their  features,  when  they  saw  us  d^wi^ig  near.  Ther^ 
were  nineteen  of  them,  round  three  small  fires,  makii^  their 
meal  on  bernaeks,  which  they  roasted  on  the  coal; ,  and  ate 
as  &8t  as  they  were  nady.    Eveiy  now  and  th«o  some  of  the 
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women  went  to  pick  these  shell-fish  from  noder  the  neigfa* 
bonring  rocks,  and  did  not  return  till  they  had  filled  their  bas- 
kets with  them.  On  the  same  tires  we  observed  them  bioS 
that  species  of  sea-wrack,  which  is  caineifucus  pahnaiuSf 
and  when  it  was  softened  to  a  certain  point,  they  tore  it  im 
pieces  to  eat  it. 

^  The  pains  taken  by  one  of  the  mothers  to  qoiet  her  io^ 
fant,  yet  at  the  breast,  who  cried  at  the  first  sight  of  as,  ap- 
peared to  us  very  engaging.  She  could  not  pacify  him, 
till  she  covered  his  eyes  with  her  hand,  that  he  might  not  see 
us. 

'*  None  of  these  people  appeared  with  arms :  but,  probably, 
they  had  left  them  in  the  wood  .near;  for  several  of  us  having 
expressed  an  intention  of  going  into  it,  one  of  the  savages  ur- 
gently entreated  them  not  to  go  that  way.  Our  people  did 
not  persist  in  it,  lest  they  should  give  them  some  cause  of  mis- 
trust :  part  of  the  boat's  crew,  however,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  vigilance  of  this  centinel,  walked  a  little  way  along  the 
shore,  that  they  might  enter  the  wood,  without  being  obser- 
ved by  him ;  but  no  sooner  did  one  of  the  women  perceive 
their  design,  than  she  uttered  horrible  cries,  to  give  notice  to 
the  other  savages,  who  intreated  them  to  return  toward  the  sea. 
<<  We  did  not  know  to  what  to  ascribe  their  repugnance  for 
our  viands,  but  they  would  taste  none  that  we  offered  them. 
They  would  not  even  sufler  their  children  to  eat  the  sugar  we 
gave  them,  being  very  careful  to  take  it  out  of  their  mouths 
the  moment  they  were  going  to  taste  it  Yet  their  confidence 
in  us  was  so  great,  that  one  of  the  women,  who  was  suckling 
a  child,  was  not  afraid  to  entrust  it  to  several  of  us. 

^*  I  imagined  that  these  people,  passing  most  of  their 
nights  in  the  open  air,  in  a  climate  of  which  the  temperatofe 
is  so  variable,  must  have  been  subject  to  violent  inflammati<Mis 
of  the  eyes :  yet  all  of  them  appeared  to  have  theur  sight  very 
good,  one  only  excepted,  who  had  a  cataract. 

<<  Some  of  them  sat  on  kangaroo's  skins,  and  some  otben 
had  a  little  pillow,  which  they  called  roere,  near  a  quarter  of 
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a  yard  long,  and  covered  with  skin,  on  which  they  rested  one 
of  their  elbows. 

'<  We  observed  with  surprize  the  singular  posture  of  the 
women,  when  they  sit  on  the  ground.  Though  for  the  most 
part  they  are  entirely  naked,  it  appears  to  be  a  point  of  deco- 
rum with  these  ladies,  as  they  sit  with  their  knees  asunder,  to 
cover  with  one  foot  what  modesty  bids  them  conceal  in  that 
situation.  These  people  seemed  to  be  so  nearly  in  a  state  of 
nature,  that  their  most  trifling  actions  appeared  to  me  worthy 
of  observation.  I  shall  not  pass  over  in  silence,  therefore,  the  * 
correction  a  father  gave  one  of  his  children,  for  having  thrown 
a  stone  at  the  back  of  another  younger  than  himself:  it  was 
merely  a  light  slap  on  the  shoulder,  which  made  him  shed 
tears,  and  prevented  his  doing  so  again. 

^'  The  painter  to  the  expedition  expressed  to  these  savages 
a  wish  of  having  his  skin  covered  like  theirs  with  the  powder 
of  charcoal.  His  request,  as  might  naturally  be  supposed^ 
was  favourably  received;  and  immediately  one  of  the  natives 
selected  one  of  the  most  friable  coals,  which  he  ground  to 
powder  by  rubbing  them  between  his  hands.  This  powder 
he  applied  to  all  the  parts  of  the  body  that  were  uncoverec^ 
employing  nothing  to  nyake  it  adhere  beside  the  rubbing  of 
the  hand,  and  our  friend  Piron  was  presently  as  black  as  a 
New-Hollander.  The  savage  appeared  highly  satisfied  with 
his  performance,  which  he  finished  by  gently  blowing  off  the 
dust  that  adhered  very  slightly,  taking  particular  care  to  rei- 
move  all  that  might  have  gotten  into  the  eyes. 

<<  When  we  departed  for  Port  Dentrecasteaux,  more  than 
half  these  peaceable  natives  rose  to  accompany  us.  Four 
young  girls  also  were  of  the  party,  who  received  with  indif- 
ference the  garments  we  gave  them,  and,  that  they  might  not 
be  encumbered  with  an  useless  burden,  immediately  hung 
them  on  the  bushes  near  the  path,  intending,  no  doubt,  to 
take  them  with  them  on  their  return.  As  a  proof  that  they 
^t  little  value  on  such  presents,  we  did  not  see  on  any  of  them 
ppe  pf  the  garments  that  we  had  given  them  the  day  beforCt 
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Three  of  these  young  woiaen  were  marriageable,  and  all  of 
them  were  of  very  cheerful  dispositions.  In  one  of  them  it 
was  observed  that  the  right  breast  had  acquired  its  full  size, 
while  the  left  was  still  perfectly  flat.  This  temporary  defor- 
mity had  no  effect  on  the  liveliness  of  her  manner.  Hiey 
several  times  ran  races  on  the  shore,  which  was  very  smooth, 
and  some  of  us  endeavoured  to  eateh  them;  when  we  had 
the  pleasure  to  see,  that  Europeans  could  frequently  run  bet- 
ter than  these  savages.  The  men  followed  with  a  grave  pace, 
each  carrying  his  hands  resting  one  against  the  other  upon 
liis  loins  I  or  sometimes  the  left  hand  passing  behind  the  bacic, 
and  grasping  the  right  arm  about  the  middle. 

^  No  doubt  we  lost  ipuch  by  not  understanding  the  lan- 
guage of  these  natives,  for  one  of  the  girls  said  a  great  deal  te 
lis;  she  talked  a  long  while  with  extraordinary  volubility, 
though  she  must  have  perceived  that  we  could  not  compre- 
hend her  meaning ;  no  matter,  she  must  talk.  Theothert 
attempted  more  than  once  to  charm  us  by  songs,  with  the 
Modulation  of  which  I  was  singularly  struck,  from  the  great 
analogy  of  the  tunes  to  those  of  the  Arabs  in  Asia  Minor. 
Several  times  two  of  them  sung  the  same  tune  at  once,  but 
always  one  a  third  above  the  otlier,  forming  a  concord  with 
the  greatest  justness. 

^During  this  long  walk,  some  of  our  companions  took  us  by 
the  arm  from  time  to  time  to  assbt  us.  One  of  the  young 
girls  having  perceived  at  a  distance  a  head,  which  the  gunner 
of  the  Esperance  had  carved  on  the  stump  of  a  tree,  appeared 
at  first  extremely  surprized,  and  stopped  short  for  a  moment. 
She  then  went  up  to  it  with  us,  and,  after  having  considered 
it  attentively,  named  to  us  the  different  parts,  pointing  them 
out  at  the  same  time  with  the  hand. 

^  Soon  after  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  P6rt  Dentrecas- 
teaux.  Two  of  the  young  girls  folk>wed  the  diflisrent  wind- 
ings of  the  shore  without  mistrust,  at  a  distance  from  the 
other  natives,  with  three  of  our  sailors,  when  these  took  the 
oppcvtunity  to  treat  them  with  a  degree  of  freedom,  which 
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was  received  in  a  very  different  manner  from  what  they  had 
hoped.  The  young  women  immediately  fled  to  the  rocks 
most  advanced  into  the  sea,  and  appeared  ready  to  leap  iot* 
it,  and  swim  away,  if  our  men  had  followed  them.  They  pre- 
aently  repaired  to  the  place,  where  we  were  assembled  with 
the  other  savages ;  but  it  seems  they  did  not  disclose  this  ad* 
venture,  for  the  most  perfect  harmony  continued  to  prevail 
between  us. 

^  Wishing  io  know  whether  these  islanders  were  expect 
swimmers,  one  of  our  officers  jumped  into  the  water,  and 
dived  several  times ;  but  it  was  in  vain  that  he  invited  them 
to  follow  his  example.  They  are  very  good  diver%  however^ 
as  we  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  for  it  is  by 
diving  they  procure  a  considerable  part  of  their  food.  We 
invited  them  to  eat  with  us  some  oysters  and  lobsters,  whick 
we  had  just  roasted  on  the  coals ;  but  they  all  refused,  one 
excepted,  who  tasted  a  lobster.  At  first  we  imagined  that  it 
was  yet  too  early  for  their  meal-time ;  but  in  this  we  wei« 
mistaken,  for  it  was  not  long  before  they  tock  their  repasts 
They  themselves,  however,  dressed  their  food,  which  was 
shell-fish  of  the  same  kinds,  but  much  more  roasted  tbaa 
what  we  had  offered  them.  The  time  for  our  returning 
on  board  arrived,  but  none  of  the  natives  would  accompany 
us,  they  all  leaving  us,  and  retiring  into  the  woods/' 

In  the  course  of  the  1 1th  the  French  quitted  all  the  placet 
they  had  occupied  on  shore  during  their  stay  in  Rocky  Bay« 
The  repairs  of  both  vessels  were  finished;  but  as  it  .was  not 
then  found  convenient  to  quit  the  bay,  our  inquisitive  navi* 
gators  employed  their  time  in  observing  more  minutely  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  sitigular  race  of  beings  which  in- 
habit this  distant  and  solitary  country.  <'  We  knew  already,*' 
says  the  lively  narrator,"  that  these  savages  had  little  taste 
^  for  the  violin ;  but  we  flattered  ourselves  that  they  would  not 

\  be  altogether  insensible  to  its  tones,  if  lively  tunes,  and  very 
distinct  in  their  measure,  were  played.  At  first  they  left  us 
in  doubt  for  some  time }  on  which  our  misician  redoubled 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


496  HISTORY  OF 

his  exertions,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  their  applause ;  bat  the 
bow  dnq^ped  from  his  hand,  when  he  beheld  the  whole  as- 
sembly stopping  their  ears  with  their  fingers,  that  they  might 
hear  no  more. 

^<  These  people  are  covered  with  vermin.  We  admired  the 
patience  of  a  mother,  who  was  a  long  while  employed  in  free* 
ing  one  of  her  children  from  them ;  but  we  observed  with 
disgust  that,  like  most  of  the  blacks,  she  crushed  these  filthy 
insects  between  her  teeth,  and  then  swallowed  them.  It  is 
to  be  remarked,  that  apes  have  the  same  custom. 

"  The  little  children  were  very  desirous  of  every  thing 
shining,  and  were  not  afraid  to  come  up  to  us,  to  endeavour  to 
pull  ofi^  our  buttons.  Their  mothers,  less  curious  with  respect 
to  their  own  dress  than  that  of  their  children,  held  them  to 
as,  that  we  might  decorate  them  with  the  <Mrnaments  which 
we  had  intended  for  themselves. 

^  I  ought  not  to  omit  a  waggish  trick  which  a  young  sa- 
vage played  one  of  our  people.  The  sailor  had  laid  down  a 
bag  full  of  shell-fish  at  the  foot  of  a  rock :  the  youth  slily  re- 
moved to  another  place,  and  let  him  search  for  it  a  long  time 
in  vain;  at  length  he  replaced  it  where  the  sailor  had  left  it, 
and  was  highly  diverted  with  tlie  trick  he  had  played  him. 

^  This  numerous  party  was  transported  with  admiration, 
when  they  saw  the  eflFects  of  gunpowder  thrown  on  the  burning 
coals.  They  all  intreated  us  to  let  them  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  it  several  times. 

<^  Not  being  able  to  pursuade  themselves  that  we  had  none 
but  men  among  us,  they  long  believed,  notwithstanding  all 
We  could  say,  that  the  youngest  of  us  were  women.  Their 
curiosity  on  this  head  carried  them  funher  than  we  should 
,have  expected,  for  they  were  not  to  be  convinced,  till  they 
had  assured  themselves  of  the  fact. 

<'  The  women  have  adopted  a  mode  which  I  imagine  oar 
belles  will  never  imitate,  though  it  occasions  the  disappear- 
ance of  a  considerable  part  of  the  wrinkles  that  pregnancy  oo-* 
easioos^    Tbey  have  the  skin  of  the  abdoooea  marked  with 
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three  krge  semicireular  risiogs,  one  dbove  the  other :  whe- 
tiier  from  coquetry,  or  not,  would  be  difficult  to  deterowfi. 

*^  One  of  the  savages  had  several  marks  <tf  very  recent  hufoa 
on  the  head.  Perhaps  they  employ  the  actual  cauteqr  in 
many  diseases*  which  is  an  established  practice  amoog  vari- 
ous other  people,  and  particularly  among  most  of  the  lodia&s* 
^'  About  noon  we  saw  them  prepare  their  refiast.  Hitherto 
we  had  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  pains  the  women  take  to  pro- 
cuse  the  food  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  their  fwnilios. 
They  took  each  a  basket^  and  were  followed  by  their  dai^h* 
ters,  who  did  the  ^ame.  Getting  on  the  rocks,  that  prcgectei 
into  the  sea,  they  plunged  from  them  to  the  bottom  in.sefurch 
of  shell-fish.  When  they  had  been  down  some  time,  we  be- 
•  came  very  uneasy  on  their  account ;  for  wheie  they  had  dived 
were  sea*weeds  of  great  length,  among  which  ve  observed 
tht  fucu8jpyr{fentSf  and  we  feared  that  they  joi^it  have  been 
entangled  in  these,  so  as  to  he  unable  to  regain  tl)e  surface. 
At  length,  however,  tliey  appeared,  and  convinced  us  that 
they  were  capable  of  remaining  under  water  twice  as  long  as 
our  ablest  divers.  An  instant  was  sufficient  for  them  to  take 
breath,  and  then  they  dived  again.  This  they  did  repeatedly, 
till  their  baskets  were  nearly  full.  Most  of  them  were  pro* 
vided  with  a  little  bit  of  wood,  cut  into  the  shape  of  a  spa- 
tula, of  which  I  spoke  above ;  and  with  tbfse  they  separated 
from  beneath  the  rocks,  at  great  depths,  very  large  sea-ears. 
Perhaps  they  choose  the  biggest,  for  all  they  broi^ht  were  of 
a  great  size. 

<<  On  seeing  the  large  lobster^  which  they  had  in  their  bas- 
kets, we  were  afraid  that  they  must  have  wounded  these  poor 
women  terribly  with  their  large  claws;  but  we  soon  found, 
that  they  had  taken  the  precaution  to  kill  them  as  soon  as 
they,  caught  them.  They  quitted  the  water  only  to  bring 
their  husbands  the  fruits  of  their  labour;  and  frequently  re- 
turned almost  immediately  to  their  divii^  till  they  had  pro- 
cured a  sufficient  meal  for  their  families.  At  other  times 
they  staid  a  little  time  to  warm  themselves,  with  their  faces 
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toward  the  fire  on  which  their  fish  was  roasting^  and  other 
little  fires  burning  behind  them^  tluit  they  might  be  warmed 
on  all  sides  at  once. 

^  It  seemed  as  if  they  were  unwilling  to  lose  a  moment^ 
time,  for  while  they  were  warming  themselves,  they  were 
employed  in  roasting  fish ;  some  of  which  they  laid  on  the 
coab  with  the  utmost  caution :  though  they  took  Uttle  care 
of  the  lobsters,  which  they  threw  any  where  into  the  fire,  and 
when  they  were  ready,  they  divided  the  claws  among  the 
men  and  children,  reserving  the  body  for  themselves,  which 
they  sometimes  ate  before  they  returned  into  the  water. 

^  It  gave  us  great  pain  to  see  these  poor  women  oondemn* 
ed  to  such  severe  toil ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  ran  the 
hazard  (tf  being  devoured  by  sharks,  or  entangled  among  the 
weeds  that  rise  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  We  often  en- 
treated their  husbands  to  take  a  share' iii  their  hbour  at  least, 
but  always  in  vain.  They  remained  constantly  near  the  fire, 
feasting  on  the  best  bits,  and  eating  broiled  fucus,  or  fern- 
roots.  Occasionally  they  took  the  trouble  to  break  boughs 
of  trees  into  short  pieces,  to  feed  die  fire,  taking  care  to  choose 
the  driest.  From  their  manner  of  breaking  them,  we  found 
that  their  skulls  must  be  very  hard;  for,  taking  hold  of  the 
sticks  at  each  end  with  the  hand,  they  bent  them  over  their 
beads,  as  we  do  at  the  knee,  till  tliey  broke.  Their  heads 
being  constantly  bare,  and  often  exposed  to  all  weathers,  in 
this  high  latitude,  acquire  a  capacity  of  resisting  such  eflhrts : 
be4de%  their  hair  forms  a  cushion,  which  dimtnishes  the 
pressure,  and  renders  it  much  less  painful  on  the  summit  of 
the  head,  than  on  any  other  part  of  the  body.  Few  of  the 
women,  howevjer«  could  have  done  as  much ;  for  some  had 
Aeir  hair  eut  pretty  short,  and  wore  a  string  several  times 
found  the  head,  others  had  only  a  simple  crown  of  hair.  We 
made  the  same  observation  with  respect  to  several  of  the  chil- 
dren, but  none  of  the  men.  These  had  the  back^  breast, 
sfaouldersi  and  arms,  covered  with  downy  hair. 
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^  Tvro  of  the  stoutest  of  4he  party  were  sittiog  in  the  midst 
irf  their  ehildreOy  and  each  had  two  women  by  his  side.  They 
informed  us  by  signs,  that  these  were  their  wives,  and  gave 
OS  a  fresh  proof  that  polygamy  is  established  among  them. 
The  other  women,  who  bad  only  one  husband,  were  equally 
eareful  to  let  us  know  it.  It  would  be  difficult  to  say  which 
are  the  happiest ;  as  the  most  laborious  of  their  domestic  oe* 
cupations  devolve  upon  them,  the  former  had  the  advantage 
ofapartner  in  them,  which  perhaps  might  sufficiently  com- 
pensate their,  having  only  a  share  in  their  husband's  a£Fec^ 
tions. 

^  Their  meal  had  continued  a  long  time,  and  we  were 
much  surpdzed  that  not  one  of  them  had  yet  drank :  but  this 
they  deCerred,  till  they  were  fully  satisfied  with  eating.  The 
women  and  girls  then  went  to  fetch  water  with  the  vessels  of 
sea-weed,  getting  it  at  the  first  place  they  came  to,  and  set- 
ting it  down  by  the  men,  who  drank  it  without  ceremony^ 
though  it  was  very  muddy  and  stagnant.  Then  they  finished 
their  repast. 

<^  When  we  returned  toward  Port  Dentrecasteaux,  most  of 
the  savages  accompanied  us ;  and  before  they  left  us,  they 
gave  us  to  understand,  that,  in  two  days,  by  proceeding  along 
the  shore,  they  should  be  veiy  near  our  ships.  To  bform  ua 
that  they  should  make  this  journey  in  two  days,  they  pointed 
out  with  their  hands  the  diurnal  motion  of  the  sun,  and  ex- 
pressed the  nsmber  two  by  as  many  of  their  fingers. 

<<  When  we  re-embarked  to  go  on  board,  these  good  peo» 
pie  followed  us  with  their  eyes  for  some  time,  before  they  left 
the  shore,  and  then  they  disappeared  in  the  woods.  Their 
way  brought  them  at  times  to  the  shore  again,  of  which  we 
were  immediately  informed  by  the  criesof  joy,  with  which 
they  made  the  air  resound.  These  testimoniea  of  pleasure 
did  not  cease  till  we  lost  sight  of  them  firom  the  distance. 

^  During  the  whole  time  we  ^nt  widi  them,  nothing  ^>- 
p^red  to  indicate  that  they  had  any  chieis.    Each  family, 
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on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  us  to  Tire  in  petfpct  hidependence : 
though  we  observed  in  the'children  the  greatest  sobordhatiob 
to  their  parents,  and  in  the  women  the  same  to  their  hus- 
bands. It  appeared  that  the  women  were  carefu)  to  avoM 
givteg  their  husbands  any  occasion  fbjr  jeabiisy:  though, 
when  we  returned  on  board,  one  of  the  crew  boasted  of  the 
fevooTs  he  had  received  from  one  of  the  beauties  of  Cape 
iKeman ;  but  it  is  dMBcuh  to  say  how  fkv  his  story  was 
founded  dn  truth. 

*  14th.  The  next  day  every  thhig  was  ready  for  our  depar- 
ture, and  we  waited  only  for  a  fait  wind  to  set  sail :  but  being 
delayed  by  a  calm,  we  saw  with  pleasure,  that  the  savages, 
who,  at  our  la^t  interview,  had  promised  to  come  near  omr 
anchoring-pidce  within  two  days,  had  kept  their  words.  In 
fact,  a  Uttte  before  noon  we  percei\*ed  a  fire  not  far  from  our 
watering-place  5  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
kindled  by  them,  as  all  our  crew  were  on  board.  A  great 
number  of  us  immediately  repaired  in  several  boats  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  It  was  the  first  time  that  General  Den- 
trecasteaux  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  any  of  the  natives. 
They  soon  quitted  their  fire,  and  proceeded  for  some  time 
through  the  paths  made  in  the  wood  along  the  shore,  in  order 
to  conre  still  nearer  to  us.  We  went  to  meet  them;  and 
when  wis  were  near  ihem  they  stopped,  appearing  well 
pleased  at  seotrg  us  come  ashore.  There  were  five  of  them. 
One  of  them  cttrried  a  piece  of  decayed  wood  in  his  hand^ 
lighted  act  one  end,  and  buHiing  slowly.  He  used  this  kind 
of  match  in  order  to  keep  fire,  and  amused  himself  now  and 
then  with  setting  it  to  a  tuft,  where  there  were  some  very  (9ry 
1ieri>s.  The  dthei^  being  invited  by  some  of  our  erew  to 
danck  in  a  ring  with  them,  imitated  alUheir  movements  to- 
iMabiy  well.  We  made  them  presents  of  a  great  number  of 
things,  Which  they  let  Us  hang  round  their  necks  with  strings, 
and  soon  they  were  Almost  covered  with  them,  apparently  to 
their  Igftat  Satidiiction :  but  they  gave  us  nothing,  fbrthey 
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had  bftnigkt  nothing  wkh  tkem,  probabljr  that  they  might 
walk  with  the  nore  fhcilitj. 

**  A  native^  to  whom  we  bad  just  given  ahatchet^  displayed 
great  dexterity  at  strikiDg  seveml  times  foUowtog  in  the  saaie 
place,  thus  attempting  to  imitate  one  of  oor  sailors,  who  had 
cut  down  a  tree.  We  sliowed  him  that  be  must  strike  in  dif- 
ferent places,  90  as  to  cot  out  a  notch,  which  he  did  immedl*- 
ately,  and  was  transported  with  joy  when  the  tree  was  felled 
by  his  strokes.  They  were  astonished  at  the  quicleness  widi 
which  we  sawed  the  trunk  in  two;  and  we  made  them  a  pre** 
sent  of  some  hand-saws,  which  they  \ised  with  great  readi- 
ness, as  soon  as  we  had  shown  them  the  way. 

''From  the  manner  in  which  we  bad  seen  them  procure 
fish,  we  bad  reason  to  suppose  that  they  had  no  fish-hooks : 
accordingly  we  gave  them  some  of  ours,  and  taught  them  how 
to  use  them,  congratulating  ourselves  at  having  supfdied 
them  with  the  means  of  diminishing  one  of  the  most  ftt%u* 
ing  employments  of  the  women* 

'  ^  These  savages  were  much  surprised  at  seemg  us  kindle 
the  spongy  bark  of  the  eiiealyptus  resmifera  in  the  focus  of 
a  burning  glass.  He  who  appeared  the  most  mtelligent 
among  them,  desftous  of  trying  the  eiieets  of  the  lens  him- 
self, threw  the  converging  ra}s  of  the  sun  upon  his  thigh  by 
its  means;  but  the  pun  he  felt  took  from  him  all  inclination 
of  repeating  the  experiment;. 

^  We  let  one  of  the  natives  see  our  ships  through  a  good 
perspective  glass,  Md  he  soon  yielded  to  our  soficitations,  to 
go  on  hoflfrd  the  Recherche  in  one  of  our  boats.  He  went 
up  the  side  with  an  air  of  confidence,  and  examined  the  in- 
Mde  of  the  ship  with  mneh  attention.  His  looks  were  then 
direeted  chiefly  to  such  objects  as  might  serve  for  food.  Led 
by  the  similitude  in  shape,  between  the  black  swans  of  Obpe 
Dieman  and  the  geese  of  Guinea,  which  he  saw  on  board,  he 
asked  for  on^  givmg  us  to  understand  that  it  was  to  eat. 
WkeB  he  caime  opposite  to  our  hen-coops,  he  appeared  strmdE 
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jirslb  the  benitjr  of  a  very  large  cock,  wiiich  was  presented  to 
hiin;  and  oo  receiving  it  be  let  ub  know,  that  he  would  kise 
1IO  tiane  in  brsiUiig  and  eating  it.  After  having  remained  on 
4)oard  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  been  loaded  with  presents, 
die  desired  to  retitni»  and  was  immediately  earned  ashore. 
We  had  tdcen  an  ape  on  shore  with  us,  which  aflforded  much 
jMMisement  to  the  savages ;  and  one  of  the  crew  took  a  goat 
'with  him,  which  formed  a  subject  of  convefiatimi  for  them  a 
.loQg  time,  and  to  which  they  occasionally  spoke,  saying, 
JMrfi  (sit  down). 

^  In  this  interview  we  had  an  opportunity  of  adding  con- 
siderably to  the  vocabulary  of  their  language.  On  cooipariog 
it  with  the  vocabulary,  which  several  voysgers  have  given 
uBp  of  the  language  of  the  people  on  the  easfem  coast  of  New 
Holland,  it  will  be  seen,  that  it  has  no  affinity  wkh  them ; 
-which  proves,  that  all  these  people  have  not  one  common 
<vigin. 

^  The  savi^,  who  had  been  on  board  oar  vessel,  was  not 
Jong  heSon  he  quitted  us,  expressing  much  gratitude,  and 
.pointing  to  the  cock,  which  he  took  upon  one  of  hisL  should* 
ers.  The  rest,  before  they  went  away,  gave  us  to  uodeistand, 
that  the  .next -day  their  families  would  be  at  the  place  where 
we  wei« ;  but  they  appeared  to  apprehend  our  meaniiq;,  when 
we  acquainted  them  we  should  sail  the  same  day,  and  seemed 
to  be  much  grieved  at  it. 

<<  We  .set  ashore  here  a  slie«goat  and  a  young  he-goat,  in 
hopes  of  natoralisihg  these  animals  in  New  Holland,  as  th^ 
could  not  fail  to  tbriye  on  the  mountains  at  the  extremity  c^ 
the  country,  and  piove  at  some  future  period  a  great  lesonice 
to  navigatorB :  it  is  only  to  be  feared,  that  the  savages  may 
diistr&y  them,  before  they  have  had  time  to  propagate  theic 
breed." 

Our  navigators  now  finally  departed  from  Rocky  Bay,  m- 
teuding  to  pass  through  Dentracasteaux  Strait,  but  having 
^uck  on  a  sand-bank,  the  progress  of  the  vessels  were  re-t 
tarded,  and  they  were  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  near  Adven- 
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tare  Bay,  on  the  ^outh-east  point  of  Van  I]foiBan'6  Land, 
where  they  again  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  obaemng  die  pe- 
euliarities  of  the  natives.  Their  interoonne  ia  thus  raktoA 
by  our  author  :— 

*^  Toward  noon  some  of  the  natives  appeaired  on  the  eastern 
shores  about  half  a  mile  from  our  diip.  Seme  othen  soon 
joined  them  3  and  we  could  count  as  many  as  ten,  when  they 
kindled  a  fire,  and  seated  themselves  round  tt.  From  time 
tii^ttme  they  answered  widi  shouts  of  joy  the  diouts  of  owr 
sailors.  We  hastened  on  shore  in  a  large  party,  to  have  a 
nearer  view  of  them;  and  when  we  were  but  a  little  way 
from  the  beach,  they  advanced  toward  us  without  arms,  their 
smiling  countenances  leaving  us  no  room  to  dotbt  that  our 
visit  gave  them  pleasure.  They  were  as  destitute  of  clothes 
as  those  whom  we  bad  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port 
D^ntrecasteaux  ;  but  we  were  much  surprised  to  see'  most 
of  them  holding  the  extremity  of  the  prepuce  with  the  left 
hand ;  no  doubt  from  a  bad  habit,  for  we  did  not  observe  any 
thing  of  the  kind  among  some  others  who  soon  after  joined 
them.  Their  joy  was  expressed  by  loud  bursts  of  laughter  ^ 
at  the  same  time  they  carried  their  bands  to  their  heads,  and 
made  a  quick  tapping  with  their  feet  on  the  ground,  while 
their  countenances  showed,  that  they  were  well  pleased  to 
see  us. 

<<  Several  other  savages  came  out  of  the  wood,  and  ap- 
proached us.  There  were  no  women  among  them,  but  there 
were  some  young  men.  Among  these  was  one  of  the  middle 
size,  whose  figure,  which  we  all  admired,  was  very  finely 
proportioned,  even  in  the  judgment  of  our  painter.  From 
hb  dress  we  presumed  this  savage  to  be  a  New  Holland  beau : 
be  was  tatooed  with  great  symmetry,  and  his  hair,  plasterei 
with  grease,  was  well  powdered  with  ochre. 

^  An  officer  belonging  to  our  ship  imagined,  that  he  should 
not  frighten  them,  by  letting  them  see  the  effects  of  our  fire-* 
arms :  but  as  most  of  them  were  not  previously  informed  of 
his  design,  they  were  alarmed  at  the  report  of  the  gun,  imme- 
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dialely  lose^  and  would  not  sit  down  agaiti,  SupposiDg  their 
wives  and  chiiditen  were  retired  to  a  little  distaooe  in  the 
woe4  we  ex^essed  to  them  our  wishes  to  see  them  join  iw; 
and  the  savages  infiMrmed  us  that  we  should  find  them,  after 
walkiagaolM  tMie  across  the  wood  in  a  path,  which  led  to- 
ward the  soatb-south-westy  and  which  they  ioMoediately 
tooky  lAvking  us  to  follow  them.  This  we  ^d :  but  it  was 
Dot  loi^  before  they  expressed  their  de^re  to  see  us  return 
toward  our  ships,  and  parted  from  us,  fre4}tteBtly  looking  back 
to  watch  our  motions. 

^'Aknost  all  of  them  were  tettooed  with  nused  poio^ 
sometimes  pkoed  in  two  lines,  one  over  the  other,  mach  ia 
the  shape  of  a  horse-shoe;  \bottgh  frequently  these  poiota 
were  in  three  straight  and  parallel  Unas  oneaeh  side  of  Ae 
breast :  some  were  observed^  ^^  toward  the  bottom  of  the 
shoulder  blades,  and  in  other  {daces.  In  many  die  navel  ap*.^ 
pearedpufedup,  and  very  prominent,  but  we  assured  oiuM 
selves,  that  ^is  deformity  was  not  oeoasionad  by  a  henua« 
Perhaps  it  is  owing  to  the  too  great  distance  from  the  abdo*- 
men,  at  vrfiich  the  umbilical  oord  is  separtted.'* 
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CHAP.    XU. 


The  Calcutta  appointed  to  convey  the  first  Establishment  to  Van  Die* 
man's  Lsind — Passage  from  England — Arrival  at  Port  Phillip. 


As  the  Calcutta  was  found  iosufficient  to  coswey  the  ne- 
cessary stores  to  the  new  settlement,  the  Ocean,  a  merchant 
ship  erf  500  tons  burthen,  was  chartered  for  that  purpose,  itod 
was  afterwards  to  proceed  to  CMna,  for  a  cargoes  of  teas :  on 
hoard  her  were  embarked  the  civil,  and  part  of  the  military  of-* 
ficers,  and  settlers ;  tcgetlier  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
stores,  provisions,  and  implements  ot  agriculture;  while  the 
Calcutta  conveyed  a  detachment  of  marines,  the  whole  of  the 
convicts,  their  wives  and  children,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
stores,  as  well  as  a  considerable  quantity  for  Port  Jackson, 

The  following  was  the  Establishment  for  the  New  Colony. 
Civil  Department. — 1  Lieutenant  Governor,  480/.  per  year, 
— 1  Deputy  Judge-advocate,  109.  per  day^ — 1  Chaplain,  10^. 
ditto, — 1  Deputy  Commissary,  7^*  6d-  ditto, — 1  Surgeon,  lOtf. 
ditto, — 2  Assistant  Surgeons ;  1st,  7««  6J. — 2d,  Ss.  ditto, — 1 
Surveyor,  Js.  €d.  ditto^ — 1  Mmeralogist,  7'«  M<  ditto^ — 2 
Superintendants  of  Convicts,  each  50/.  per  year,r— 4  Overseers, 
each,  25/.  ditto^ — 1  Superintendant  of  Artificers,  45/.  ditto. 

Military  Department^  Sfc, — one  Captain  Commandant. 
(Lieut.  Governor.) — 2  1st  Lieutenants. — 1  2d  ditto.^^-3  Ser- 
jeants.— 3  Corporals. — 2  Drums. — 39  Rank  and  File.---5 
Women,  and  1  child.— ^7  Male  Convicts,  with  17  of  their 
wives ;  and  7  children. 

The  Calcutta  arrived  at  Portsmounth,  from  the  river  Med* 
way,  in  the  middle  of  February  1603,  where  she  waited  the 
junctfon  of  the  Oceua,  which  was  protracted  until  the  8tb  of 
April.    In  bidding  £uewel  to  England,  it  m^  naturally  be 
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supposed,  that  the  feelings  of  the  motley  crew  would  be  as 
various  as  their  situations,  their  prospects,  or  their  characters; 
yet  the  general  sentiment  seemed  ta  be  that  of  entire  indif- 
iference :  a  few  women  alone,  whose  birth  and  education  had 
promised  them  a  fiir  different  fiite,  were  effected  by  tbb  heart- 
rending, though  voluntary,  exile  from  their  native  country; 
and 

''  Shudd'ring  still,  to  face  the  distant  deep, 

*'  Returned,  and  wept,  and  still  retimi*d  to  weep.*' 

Among  the  convicts  on  board,  were  some  who,  by  prodi- 
gality, and  its  attendant  vices,4iad  degraded  themselves,  from 
a  resectable  rank  in  society,  and  were  indebted  to  the  lenity 
of  thdbr  prosecutors  alone  for  an  escape  from  the  last  sentence 
of  the  law.  Some  of  these  men  were  accompanied  by  their 
wives,  who  had  married  them  m  the  sunshine  of  prosperity, 
when  the  world  smiled  deceitfully,  and  their  path  of  life  ap- 
peared strewed  with  ^nfoding  flowers ;  iq  the  season  of  adver- 
sity, they  would  not  be  separated,  but  reposed  their  heads 
upon  the  same  thorny  pillow ;  and  as  they  had  sliared  with 
them  the  cup  of  joy,  they  refused  not  that  of  sorrow.  Those 
alone  who  know  the  miserable  and  degraded  situation  of  a 
transported  felon,  can  appreciate  the  degree  of  connubial  love, 
that  could  induce  these  women  to  accompany  their  guilty  hus- 
bands in  their  exile,  Tbe  laws  can  only  make  distinction  in 
crimes,  while  tlie  criminals,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
former  situation  in  life,  must  suffer  alike  for  crimes  of  the 
same  nature :  it  entirely  depended  upon  the  officers  to  ame- 
liorate their  condition,  and  grant  such  indulgences,  as  the 
nature  and  degree  of  the  crime,  and  the  otherwise  general 
character  and  conduct  of  the  prisoner  seemed  to  deserve.  To 
these  helpless  females,  all  the  attentions  that  humanity  dic- 
tated, and  that  the  nature  of  the  service  would  admit,  were 
extended,  but  still  it  was  impossible  to  separate  their  situa- 
tions entirely  from  their  guilty  husbands,  they  were  conse- 
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quently far,  very  fiir,  firom  being  comfortable;  and  one  of 
them,  borne  down  by  the  first  hardships  of  the  voyage,  which 
«he  felt  with  redoubled  force  from  being  far  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  fell  a  victim  to  her  misplaced  affection  before  their 
arrival  at  Teneriffe. 

The  ships  Sailed  direct  from  Santa  Cruz  to  Cape  Verd  Is- 
lands,  and  from  thence  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which  is  found  the 
most  convenient  rout  for  vessels  bound  to  the  coast  of  New 
Holland.  Rio  de  Janiero  lias  now  become  the  metropolis  of 
a  icingdom,  and  the  residence  of  the  royal  fugitives  of  Portugal, 
Its  importance  has  recently  been  augmented  by  circumstances 
as  various  as  unexpected ;  and  though  it  does  not  immediately 
belong  to  our  subject,  we  hope  to  be  pardoned  in  makings 
short  digression  on  the  morals  and  situation  of  a  people 
whose  interests  and  whose  actions  so  intimately  concern  our 
own  country.  To  this  we  are  the  more  inclined,  from  the 
lively,  and  we  believe  correct,  description  of  the  social  man- 
ners of  the  Brasilians,  given  by  Mr  Tuckey. 

^  Those  gradations  of  fortune,"  says  our  Adventurer, 
^  which  exist  in,  and  indeed  appear  to  be  the  necessary  con- 
sequences of  a  well-regulated  society,  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Brasils;  the  only  distinction  is  the  rich  and  poor;  the 
former  are  proud  though  ignorant,  and  ostentatious  though 
avaricious;  and  the  superabundance  of  all  the  mere  necessa- 
ries of  life  alone,  prevents  the  latter  from  being  indigent  beg- 
gars. Those  who  can  acquire  half  a  dozen  slaves,  live  in 
idleness  upon  the  wages  of  their  labour,  and  stroll  the  streets 
in  all  the  solemnity  of  self-importance.  In  their  general  ex- 
pences,  the  rich  are  penurious,  and  the  marriage  of  their 
children  alone  seems  to  thaw  their  frozen  generosity:  on 
these  occasions,  they  run  into  the  contrary  extreme,  and  ridi- 
culous extravagance  becomes  the  order  of  the  day.  I  have 
seen  a  bridal  chemise,  the  needle-work  of  which  had  cost 
fifty  pounds,  and  the  rest  of  the  marriage  paraphernalia  wai^ 
in  the  same  proportion  of  expence.    Their  entertainmeols 
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are  piofase  in  proportion  as  ihej  are  rare,  bttt  seldom  possess 
any  title  to  elegance,  and  sometimes  want  even  eoromoo 
cleanliness  to  recommend  them  to  an  English  appetite.  Hie 
carriages  in  use  among  the  rich  are  cabriolets,  drawn  by 
mules,  and  chairs  curtained  round,  in  which  they  are  carried 
through  the  streets  by  n^ro  slaves;  the  latter  are  also  fe- 
male conveyances.  Gaming,  the  peculiar  vice  of  idleness,  is 
prevalent  among  the  men.  Pharoah  is  their  favourite  game, 
and  the  fickle  goddess  is  here  pursued  with  as  much  avidity 
as  at  Brooks's  or  Almack's;  it  is  but  justice  to  theBrssiliui 
ladies  to  say,  that  they  bear  no  part  in  this  destructive  vice, 
but  whether  from  want  of  inclination,  or  from  restraint,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  say. 

''The  manners  of  the  Brasilians  are,  however,gradually  con* 
verging  towards  that  libo^l  system,  which  appears  to  be  con- 
tinually  gaining  ground  in  the  world,  and  which  will  proba- 
bly be  one  day  universally  established,  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  peculiar  physical  and  moral  attributes  of  man  in  the  cli- 
mate he  inhabits.  The  usual  dress  of  both  se&es  is  adopted 
from  the  French ;  swords  and  cocked  hats  are  entirely  out  of 
fcshioo,  and  cloaks  are  now  only  worn  by  the  ..vulgar.  The 
men  who  have  had  any  intercourse  with  the  English,  adopt 
their  customs,  even  to  minuteness ;  hence,  cropped  heads, 
round  hats,  and  half  boots,  have  ceased  to  be  considered  a  fo- 
.  reign  costume*  The  women  wear  their  waists  very  short, 
their  bosoms  much  exposed,  and  their  head-dresses  and  na- 
ked arms  covered  with  a  profusion  of  sparicling  stones,  which 
areof  little  value  here;  the  ladies,  however,  as  well  as  the 
men,  seem  to  prefer  attiring  themselves  a  la  mode  d^Jkgle- 
terrey  when  it  is  in  their  powo*.  An  English  milliner  who 
stopped  here,  on  her  way  to  India,  performed  greater  liieta- 
morphoses  on  the  external  form  of  some  young  ladies,  than 
can  be  equalled  in  the  pages  of  Ovid.  The  features  of  the 
ietniles  can  m  no  instance  that  I  saw,  claim  the  title  of  beau- 
tiful, and  even  ^ery  few  the  epithet  of  pretty :  however,  their 
blac^k  eyes,  large,  fiill,  and  spariding,  give  a  degree  of  bril- 
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Hancy  to  their  dark  complexions,  and  throw  some  expressioii 
into  their  countenances ;  but  it  is  too  generally  the  meie  ex- 
pression of  animal  vivacity,  nntempered  by  the  soft  chastising 
power  of  tender  sensibility.  Their  eye-brows  are  finely 
arched ;  their  eye-lashes  long  and  silken ;  their  hair  is  long, 
black,  and  coarsely  luxuriant;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
frequent  application  of  the  fingers,  it  is  not  always  without 
inhabitants.  In  their  persons,  they  are  unacquainted  ^nth 
that  delicate  property,  from  which  our  countrywomen  derive 
80  large  a  portion  of  their  power  over  the  other  sex,  and  for 
which  they  are  conspicuous  over  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Among  other  habits  of  the  Brasiltan  ladies,  which,  separately 
considered,  are  perhaps  trifling,  but  when  combined,  form  a 
powerful  opposition  to  the  empire  of  female  charms,  is  that 
of  continually  spitting,  without  regard  either  to  manner^  timc^ 
or  place. 

**  The  young  ladies  who  are  educated  in  the  convents  are 
permitted  to  converse  even  with  strangers  at  the  grate^  and 
often  shewed  their  partiality  for  our  countrymen,  by  the  in* 
terchange  of  pocket-handkerchiefs  and  other  trifles.  There 
is  something  so  interesting  in  the  silvery  tones  of  a  secluded 
damsel,  when  two  rows  of  iron  bars  intervene  to  prevent  a 
near  approach,  something  so  Pyramus  and  Thisbe  like,  that 
the  heart  of  a  true-bom  Englishman  cannot  fail  being  capti- 
vated. 'Tis  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view,"  and  while 
be  repeats  the  swelling  names  of  Magdelina,  Antonia,  or  Se- 
raphina,  he  deprecates  the  hell-invented  barrier,  that  pre- 
cludes him  fit>m  imprinting  the  impassioned  kiss  on  the  hand 
of  the  sweetly  pensive  recluse.  For  the  encouragement  of 
my  enamoured  countrymen,  who  might  otherwise  give  way 
to  despondency,  and  pine  in  hopeless  love,  I  cannot  help  ia- 
forming  them,  that  the  iron  bars  of  the  convents  are  not  quite 
90  hard  as  adamant,  nOr  the  walls  so  high  as  to  render  an 
escalade  impracticable ;  and  that  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
^gon,  who  guards  the  Hesperian  fruit,  had  more  than  once 
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l>eeQ  eluded  by  British  ingenuity,  or  lulled  to  sleep  by  Brasi- 
liao  gold. 

^^  The  custom  of  dropping  bouquets  upon  the  beads  of  pas- 
sengers, as  signals  to  assignation,  is  no  longer  to  be  found  at 
Rio,  9g}d  as  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the 
gentlemen  who  accompanied  Captain  Cook,  who  were  thus 
favouped,  we  ought  not  to  pass  over  this  alteration  in  the 
manners  of  the  Brasilian  women  without  notice,  though  we 
may  not  be  able  to  account  for  it. 

^^  In  the  females  of  Brasil,  as  well  as  of  other  countries  io 
the  torrid  zone,  there  is  no  resting  time  between  the  periods 
of  perfection  and  decline;  like  the  delicate  fruits  of  the  soil^ 
the  genial  warmth  of  the  sun  forces  them  to  a  premature 
ripeness,  and  after  a  momentary  bloom  sinks  them  towards 
decay :  at  fourteen  they  become  mothers,  at  sixteen  the  bios* 
soms  of  their  beauty  are  full  blown,  and  at  twenty  they  arc 
withered  like  the  faded  rose  4n  autumn.  Thus  the  lives  of 
three  of  these  daughters  of  the  sun  are  scarce  equal  to  that  of 
one  European ;  among  the  former  the  period  of  their  bodily 
perfections  far  precedes  that  of  the  mental  ones,  in  the  latter 
they  accompany  each  other  band  in  hand. 

<'  Jn  the  Brasils,  the  licentious  intercourse  of  the  sexes 
perhaps  equals  what  we  are  told  prei^ailed  in  the  most  d^;e- 
Derate  period  of  Imperial  Rome.  The  primary  cause  of  this 
general  corruption  of  manners,  must  be  referred  to  climate, 
which  acts  forcibly  in  giving  strength  to  the  physical  proper- 
ties of  love.  In  proportion  as  the  passion  for  enjoyment  is 
excited,  the  fear  of  losing  the  object  which  confers  it  is  in- 
creased, and  hence  proceeds  the  constitutional- jealousy  of 
men  in  warm  climates.  In  the  Brasils,  the  moment  a  girl  is 
betrothed  she  becomes  subject  to  all  the  restraints  imposed 
by  this  rankling  passion ;  and  should  the  absence  of  her  in- 
tended husband  be  unavoidable,  previous  to  the  nuptial  cere- 
mony, he  often  causes  her  to  be  immured  within  the  walls  of 
a  convent  till  his  return.  By  st|ch  suspicions  h^  too  often, 
creates  the  evil  he  complains  of,  and  then  punish^  the  crime 
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he  b^s  provoked ;  and  while  he  thus  becomes  the  arbiter  of 
his  own  fate,  he  accuses  Nature  of  causing  all  his  suflerings. 

<<  Most  of  the  imported  negroes  are  sent  to  the  mines  ta 
replace  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  their  insalubrious 
atmosphere;  many  of  them  die  shortly  after  their  arrival, 
from  change  of  climate  and  food,  and  a  few  from  mental  de* 
spondency,  which  is  here  degraded  by  the  name  of  sulkiness. 
The  negro  is  not  always  devoid  of  that  courage  and  fortitude 
that  marks  the  superiority  of  his  European  tyrant ;  he  sufifers 
pain  with  the  most  stoical  indifference,  and  often  dares  his 
master  to  punish  him  by  inflicting  tortures  on  himself.  Many 
negroes  retreat  to  the  fastnesses  in  the  mountains,  where  they 
form  a  body  of  implacable  marauders,  and  warm  with  re- 
venge, commit  unceasing  depredations  upon  the  neighbour- 
farmers*".  #" 

*  Senor  D.  was  a  wealthy  planter  ih  the  district  of  the  mines,  and 
among  his  numerous  slaves  was  one  named  Hanno,  who  had  been  born 
on  the  estate,  and  whose  ingenuity  had  increased  his  value  much  be* 
yond  that  of  his  fellows.  Scarce  had  Hanno  arrived  at  that  age  when 
every  zephyr  seems  the  sigh  of  love,  ere  his  fondest  wishes  centered  on 
2^Uda,  a  young  female  of  his  own  age,  and  a  slave  to  the  same  master ; 
in  her  his  partial  eye  perceived  all  that  was  beautiful  in  person,  or 
amiable  in  mind ;  the  passion  was  mutual^  it  had  "  grown  with  their 
growth,  and  strengthened  with  their  strength  ;'*  but  Hanno,  though  a 
flave,  possessed  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  his  generous  soul  revolted  at 
the  idea  of  entailing  that  slavery  upon  his  children,  which  was  the  only 
birth-right  he  inherited  from  his  fathers.  His  mind  was  energetic, 
and  his  resolutions  immutable :  while  he  fulfilled  his  daily  task,  and 
was  distinguished  for  his  diligence  and  fidelity,  he  was  enabled,  by 
extra  labour  and  the  utmost  frugality,  to  lay  by  something,  without 
defrauding  his  master  of  his  time  ;  and  at  the  end  of  sev^en  years,  his 
savings  amounted  to  the  estimated  value  of  a  female  slave.  Time  had 
not  altered  his  passion  for  Zelida,  and  they  were  united  by  the  simple 
and  unartificial  bonds  of  mutual  love.  The  absence  of  Senor  D.  for 
two  years  prevented  the  accomplishment  ofi}anno*s  first  wishes,  the 
purchase  of  Ze!ida*s  freedom,  and  in  that^time  she  had  presented  him 
with  a  boy  and  a  girl.  Though  slaves  from  their  birth,  Hanno  was  not 
cbagrinedy  for  he  had  now  added  to  his  hoard  a  sufficient  turn  to  pur« 
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Our  voyngers  bad  a  continuance  of  favourable  wind  front 
the  American  coast  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  they 
procured  refreshments,  and  took  in  live  stock  for  the  intended 
colony.  They  afterwards  experienced  very  inclement  wea- 
tber,  which  proved  fatal  to  some  of  the  colonial  cattle.  From 
the  ishmd  of  St.  Pi^ul  to  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  their 
track  was  confined  to  the  parallels  of  S8  and  39  degrees. 


i  Iheir  liberty  likewise.  On  the  return  of  Senor  D.  Harnio  anxi- 
ooriy  demanded  a  oompliance  with  the  law,  hnt  well  aware  of  hit 
master* s  sordid  avarice,  cautiously  affirmed,  that  a  kind  friend  was  to 
advance  him  the  money.  Senor  D.  agreed  to  receive  the  price,  and  a 
day  was  fixed  to  execute  the  deeds  before  a  magistrate.  On  that  day 
Hanno  fled  upon  the  wings  of  hope  to  his  master's  house,  while  it  may 
he  supposed  the  most  heartfelt  joy  animated  his  bosom,  on  the  prospect 
of  giving  immediate  liberty  to  those  his  soul  doated  on.  He  tendered 
the  gold — it  was  seized  as  the  stolen  property  of  Senor  D. ;  and  Hanno 
being  unable  to  bring  £Mrward  tite  supposed  lender,  was  oondeomfld, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  master  was  exhausted  in  superintending  his  pn- 
punishment.  Still  bleeding  from  the  scourge,  he  returned  to  his  hot, 
which,  though  the  residence  of  slavery,  had  till  now  been  cheered  by 
the  benign  influenoe  of  love  and  hope.  He  found  his  wife  suckling  her 
in&nt  daughter,  while  his  son,  yet  unable  to  walk,  was  amusing  her 
with  his  playful  gambob  upon  the  bare  earth.  Without  answering 
Zelida*t  anxious  enquiries,  he  tlius  addressed  her  :  "  To  procure  your 
liberty,  more  dear  to  me  than  my  own,  1  have,  since  the  moment  of 
our  acquaintance^  deprived  myself  of  every  comfort  my  state  of  bondage 
allows  ;  for  that  purpose,  I  have  laboured  during  those  permitted  houta 
of  relaxation,  which  my  fellows  have  employed  in  amusements;  I  have 
curtailed  myscan^  meal  of  cassada,  I  have  sold  my  morsel  of  tobaceoA 
and  I  have  gone  naked  amidst  the  burning  heats  of  sum^ier,  and  the 
jMnching  colds  of  winter.  1  had  accomplished  the  olgect  of  all  my 
cares,  «kd  all  my  deprivations,  and  this  morning  1  tendered  to  yout 
owner  the  price  of  your  liberty,  and  that  of  your  chtldren ;  bnt  when 
the  deed  was  to  be  ratified  before  the  magistrate,  he  sdzcd  it  at  bi> 
own,  and  aocusiag  me  of  robbery,  inflieted  the  punishment  of  a  crime 
my  soul  detests.  My  effbrta  to  procure  your  liberty  are  abortive ;  the 
fruits  of  my  industry,  like  the  htboun  of  the  silk-worm,  aie  gone  tft 
feed  the  luxury  of  our  tyrant ;  the  faloBsoms  of  hope  are  for  ever  bl%hled, 
and  die  wretched  Uanno's  cup  of  Aiseiy  is  full.    Ye^  a  way,  a  sore. 
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«« On  Saturday,  October  10,"  says  Mr  Tuckey, "  we  at  last 
made  King  Island,  in  the  entrance  of  Bass's  Straits,  which  we 
had. anxiously  looked  out  for  the  two  preceding  days;  the 
wind  being  from  the  N,  E.  obliged  us  to  stand  within  three 
miles  of  thfe  island,  which  through  tlie  haze  we  observed  to 
be  moderately  high  and  level,  with  three  sandy  hills  nearly 
in  the  centre.  The  increasing  breeze  and  lowering  sky, 
which  portended  a  coming  gale,  prevented  our  examining  the 
island  more  minutely.  Fortunately  we  stood  off  in  time  to 
gain  a  sufficient  ofiing  before  the  gale  commenced,  which 
during  the  night  blew  a  perfect  hurricane  between  the  N.W. 
and  S.  W.  This  night  of  danger  and  anxiety  was  succeeded 
by  a  morning  beautifully  serene,  which  shewed  us  the  soutb- 
em  coast  of  New  South  Wales.  From  the  total  want  of  in- 
formation respecting  the  appearance  of  the  land  on  this  coast, 
we  were  doubtful  as  to  our  situation,*  and  approached  the 
shore  with  cautious  diffidence ;  at  length  the  break  in  the 
land,  which  forms  the  entrance  of  Port  Phillip,  was  observed, 
but  a  surf,  apparently  breaking  across  it,  created  at  first  some 

bat  dreadful  way  remains,  to  free  you,  my  wife,  from  the  scourge  of 
tyranny,  or  the  Tiolation  of  lust,  and  to  rescue  you,  my  children,  from 
the  haods  of  an  unfeeling  monster,  and  from  a  life  of  unceasing  wretch* 
edness.**  Then  seizing  a  knife,  he  plunged  it  into  the  boaom  of  his 
wife,  and  while  reeking  with  her  blood,  buried  it  in  the  bsarta  of  his 
children.  When  seized  and  interrogated,  he  answered  with  a  manly 
firmness,  "  1  killed  my  wife  and  children  to  shorten  a  miserable  ex- 
istence in  bondage,  but  I  spared  my  own  life  to  shew  my  brutal  tyrant 
how  easy  it  is  to  escape  from  his  power^  and  hew  little  the  aoniof  a 
negro  fears  death  or  torment.  I  expect  to  suifer  the  utmost  tortures  that 
your  cruelty  can  devise,  but  pain  I  despise  thus,  (staking  his  arm  on  an 
iron  spike,  and  tearing  it  through  the  flesh,)  and  death  I  desire,  that  I 
may  rejoin  my  wife  and  children,  who  have,  ere  this,  a  habitation  pre^ 
pared  for  me  in  the  knd  of  our  forefathers,  where  no  cruel  white  mati 
is  permitted  to  enter,"  Even  die  proud  apathy  of  the  Poituguese  was 
rooted  by  .this  appeal,  to  their  feelings }  the  slave -was  poidoned  and 
granted  bis  freedom,  Senor  D.  severely  fined,  and  the  unworthy  ma« 
l^strat^,  who  seconded  his  villany,  degraded  from  hb  office. 
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mistrust  of  its  identity,  until  the  man  at  the  mast-head  ob- 
serving a  ship  at  anchor  within,  which  was  soon  recognized 
fcur  the  Ocean,  removed  all  doubt,  and  without  farther  hesita- 
tipa  we  pushed  in  for  the  eotranee.  A  fair  wind  and  tide 
soon  carried  us  through ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  were  pre- 
sented with  a  picture  highly  contrasted  with  the  scene  we  had 
lately  contemplated :  an  expanse  of  water  bounded  in  many 
places  only  by  the  horizon,  and  unruffled  as  the  boson  of  un- 
polluted innocence,  presented  itself  to  the  charmed  eye, 
which  roamed  over  it  in  nlent  admiration.  The  nearer  dioies, 
along  which  the  ship  glided  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  af- 
forded the  most  exquisite  scenery,  and  recalled  the  idea  of 
^  Nature  in  the  world's  first  spring/^  la  short,  every  cir- 
enmstance  combined  to  impress  our  minds  with  the  highest 
tisfrction  for  omr  safe  arrival,  and  in  creating  those  emotions 
which  diffused  themselves  in  thanksgiving  to  that  Almighty 
Guide,  who  conducted  us  thiough  the  pathless  ocean,  to  the 
spot  of  our  destination.'' 


CHAP.  XUI. 

T^maetioiis  at  l\>ftPhiUip«i-SuiTey  of  the  Port-^Nativesp-^Commuiu.- 
cation  with  Port  JacksoD— Detenmuation  to  rerDO^-e  the  Colony — 
Examination  of  Western  Port— -Removal  of  the  Colooy  to  the  River 
Derwent. 

Thb  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  colonists  at  Fort  Phillip 
was  occupied  in  searching  for  an  eligible  place  to  fix  the  set- 
tlement. As  it  was  of  the  first  consequence  that  this  should 
be  of  easy  access  to  the  shipping,  th?  chores  ijiear  the  mouth 
l>f  the  port  were  firat  «»amiiied.  Hei^  to  th^r  gci^at  mqitifi-- 
eation,  they  observed  a  tiotal  wmt  cS  fresh  wadei,  and  found 
the  soil  so  extremely  Hgfat  and  sandy,  as  to  deny  aH  hopes  of 
successful  cultivation.  As  it  wa^,  however,  determined  tp 
land  the  people,  a  small  bay,  eight  mQes  from  the  harbour's 
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B,  m»  pitebed  upoo  tat  that  puiposa^  wlei^  bjr  aide* 
kig€ttk«9  water  of  a  tcd^nMe  qoility  vnb  procoredi  and  heii^ 
the  <utp  vns  pitcb^ ;  and  on  the  l&ih  of  October,  the  vta^ 
rites  attd  offttvietf  were  landed,  v^hilb  the  ships  unmediatety 
begin  to  dischafge  ihek  cai^g^est. 

On  the  fifst  dgy$  of  their  landing,  pre^oos  to  the  general 
debtfkataafvCffpt.  Woodriff,  Coiooel  Cdlins,  and  the  titst 
Lieutenant  of  the  Calcutta  bad  some  interviews  with  the  Daf'» 
lives,  who  came  to  the  bqats  entirely  unanned,  and  without 
the  snnilest  symptom  of  apprehension ;  present  of  Uanke^j 
biscuit,!  &e.  were  given  to  them,  with  which,  except  in  on6 
Histanice,  they  dkqparted  satisfied  and  inoSbnsive.  The  wash 
atrealL  of  the  boat  sti^iking  one  of  their  fiincies,  he  seized  it 
and  threw  it  behind  the  bushes :  to  shew  bnn  the  improptv 
ety  of  this,  the  blankets  which  had  befote  been  given  them 
were  taken  away,  and  they  were  made  to  understand,  that 
they  would  not  be  restored  until  the  board  Wbs  brought  back 
by  bim  who  conveyed  it  away:  this,  itfter  some  defoy  and 
much  reluctance^  was  at  last  done. 

Though  the  vicinity  of  the  haarbour's  mouth  aAided  no 
situation  ealcuiated  for  the  establi^ment  of  the  colony,  it 
was  naturally  e3tpected  from  the  esctent  of  the  poit,  (its  ei^*- 
tremes  being  sunk  in  the  horizon^)  that  convenient  spots 
might  b^  found;  add  the  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Calcutta, 
with  two  boats,  was  directed  to  asccitain  this  ihaterial  point, 
by  as  oirefttl  a  survey  of  the  port  as  the  time  would  penhit. 
Fit>m  tbo  reports  of  this  survey,  made  to  Capt.  Wppdiiff,  the 
MlowiHg  descriptive  particulars  are  eattmcted:*^ 

Pore  Phillip  lies  in  the  bottom  of  a  deepMgh^  belWiien, 
Cape  Attmny  OtMy  and  Point  Schank.  Coming  ftom  the 
westward,  the  port  may  be  known  by  a  singie  bluff  head-land 
widibiit  traes,  rising  fW)di  kiw  land,  thickly  wooded,  about 
lomr  leagttes  to  the  w^est^itf  of  the  entrsnoe,  to  which  they 
gaT0  th«  name  of  Whalc^httdj  tMx  its  resemblance  tn  that 
fish.  The  prevalenee  of  soUth^y  Winds  refadeis  PtMTt  Ph9- 
)ip  ewiiy  adeessiUe,  but  in  the  samfc  propoitiott  the^lffess  Is 
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difficult!  for  Foint  Sohaock  bearing  S.  E,  and  Cape  Otway 
S.  W.  it  is  obvious  that  with  the  wind  at  south  a  ship  wo^ 
not  clear  either,  and  the  heavy  swell  that  constantly  Unnbka 
on  the  coast  between  Port  Phillip  and  Western  Port,  will  d^ 
ten  render  it  impossible  (particularly  in  light  winds)  to  keep 
off  the  shore,  which  here  presents  a  oontinued  barrier  of  rock, 
that  denies  the  smallest  hopes  of  escape  to  those  dashed  upon 
it 

The  face  of  the  country  bordering  on  the  port  is  beautiiiilfy 
picturesque,  swelling  into  gentle  elevations  of  the  brightest 
verdure,  and  dotted  with  trees,  as  if  planted  by  this  hand  of 
taate,  while  the  ground  is  covered  with  a  profusion  of  flowers 
'  of  every  colour;  iu  short,  the  external  appearance  of  the 
country  flattered  the  colonists  into  the  most  delusive  dreams 
pf  f ruitfulness  and  plenty. 

The  soil  (except  in  a  few  places  where  mark  is  found 
mixed  with  vegetable  mould,)  is  invariably  sandy,  and  its 
blackness  proceeds  from  the  ashes  of  the  burnt  grass,  which 
has  every  where  been  set  fire  to  by  the  natives.  The  prepor- 
rion  pf  sand  varies,  and  in  some  spots  the  soil  may  be  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  produce  vegetables,  and,  perhaps,  Indiao 
com  I  but  it  n»ay  safely  be  asserted,  that  (excepting  a  few 
acres  at  the  head  of  the  port)  no  spot  within  five  miks  of  thie 
water  will  produce  wheat  or  any  other  grain  that  requires 
either  miiph  ipoisture  or  gopd  3oiL  On  some  of  the  highest 
elevation?  an  ^rid  sea-sand  is  found,  giving  nouxisbment  to 
op  other  vegetable  than  heath  and  fern.  The  bases  of  the 
hills  consist  of  very  coarse  granite,  which  is  here  foaad  in 
every  stage  of  forfnatioo,  firom  grains  scarcely  adhering^  and 
(tumbling  into  sand  between  the  ^ngprs,  to  the  perfect  atone 
which  almost  defies  the  chissel. 

The  great  scarcity  pf  water  is  one  of  the  greatest  disadvuK 
tages  the  port  labp^rs  vinder.  In  the  narrow  glena  between 
the  hills,  the  mark^  pf  w^ter-pourses  are  visible,  .but  at  this 
time  (October)  they  are  mpsitly  dried  up;  pools  of,  fijBsh  wa- 
fer are  found  scattered  about  ^e  pp|t,  but  tbey  fwe  merely 
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dcains  ftom  swamps,  and  from  tbeir  stagnation  are  stnmgly 
impregnated  with  decayed  vegetable  substances. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  port,  twenty-eight  miles  from 
the  entrance,  a  stream  of  fresh  water  empties  itself  into  the 
port.  This  stream  runs  through  an  extensive  swamp,  and 
appears  to  be  a  branch  from  a  large  river,  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity  of  the  port,  which  the  shortness  of  time  and  badness 
of  the  weather  prevented  our.  examining.  The  bed  of  this 
stream  is  covered  with  foliaceous  mica,  which  our  people  at 
first  conceived  to  be  gold  dust,  and  thence  expected  they  had 
discovered  an  Elsatedorado. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  port  is  an  extensive  lagoon,  th# 
Witter  of  which  is  too  shoal  to  admit  even  small  boats  but  at 
fiiU  tides ;  and  in  several  places  salt  lagoons  are  found,  gene«> 
rally  closed  by  the  beach,  where  ducks,  teal,  and  swans,  are 
foimd  in  abundance. 

The  timber,  within  five  miles  of  the  beach,  is  chiefly  the 
she-oak,  which  is  only  fit  for  cabinetwork;  the  trees  are 
4ipen^  and  the  country  is  entirely  free  from  under-wood,  ex« 
tept  in  the  swamps,  which  are  always  covered  with  an  impe* 
lietraUe  brush.  The  other  kinds  of  timber  trees  are  very 
tbioly  scattered  within  the  above  limits;  they  are  the  blue- 
fum,  stringy-bark,  honeysuckle,  box,  and  a  kind  of  pine;  of 
these  the  three  first  grow  to  a  large  size,  and  when  sound, 
would  probably  be  useful  in  ship-building.  From  the  light-^ 
ness  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  its  want  of  depth,  the  trees  shoot 
their  roots  horizontally,  and  having  no  hold  of  the  ground,  ara 
Uawn  down  in  great  numbers  by  every  strong  wind. 

The  kangaroo  is  the  largest  animal  in  the  neighbpurhood 
of  Port  Phillip.  The  native  dog,  the.  opossum,  flying  squir* 
rel,  and  field-rat,  make  up  the  catalogue  of  animals  observed 
^re.  Aquatic  birds  are  found  in  abundance  cm  the  lagoons^ 
M  are  Mack  swans,  ducks,  teal,  black  and  pied  shags,  peli* 
eans,  gulls,  red-bills  (a  beach  bird),  herons,  curlews, ,  and 
sand  larks;  the  land  birds  are  eagles,  crows,  ravens,  quail, 
l^fpnzerwinged  pigeons,  and  many  beautiful  varieties  of  tb^ 
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pftrrot  tribe,  particularly  the  large  black  cockatoo;  the  eoMie 
is  also  a  native  of  this  part  of  the  country,  its  ^ggs  ha^hip 
baring  Veen  found  here.  Three  tarieties  of  snakes  were  ob- 
served, all  of  which  appeared  to  be  Venomous,  The  species 
of  insects  are  almost  innumerable:  amoDg  theaa  are  upwards 
<rfone  hundred  add  fifty  differevt  kinds  of  bestutlful  moths ; 
•crrcrsl  kinds  of  beetles,  the  animated  straw,  &c.  The 
swamps  are  inhabited  by  myriads  of  KHUsquittes  of  an  extra- 
ordioary  size ;  but  the  common  fly,  which  swarms  altaose 
beyond  belief,  possesses  all  the  offensive  poweis  of  die  mu»* 
quitoe,  its  sting  creating  an  equal  degree  of  pain  and  inflam- 
vntion.    Wasps  are  also  common,  but  no  bees  were  seen. 

Fish,  k  may  safely  be.  asserted,  is  so  scarce  thiK  it  could 
never  be  depended  on  as  a  source  of  effectual  relief  in  the 
event  of  scarcity.  Several  varieties  of  the  ray  w«re  almosT 
the  only  ones  caught,  with  sometimes  a  few  mullet,  and  otbtf 
stfuli  fish;  in  general,  a  day's  work  with  the  seine  produced 
searedy  a  good  dish  of  fish*  llie  number"  of  sharks  wfakb 
infest  the  harbour  may  occasion  this  scarcity  of  small  fisbj 
The  rocks  outside  the  liarbour^'s  mouth  are  frequented  by 
seal  >  and  sea-elephants.  The  shelUfish  a»e  oysters,  \kafitSf 
mussels,  escalops,  cockles,  sea-ears;  and  wry  laige  eray-islf 
are  found  among  the  rocks. 

Deeming  minerals,  as  well  as  limestone,  ooal,  and  duySf 
of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  ccdony,  particular  atten* 
ticm  was  paid  to  searching  for  them;-  the  only  appeamnce  of 
minerals  was  in  large  masses  of  iron-stone,  in  some  ^ecimeiM 
of  which,,  the  shape,  colour,  and  weight,  seemed  to  autihorise 
the  conclusion  of  its  richness*  JMmestone  wias  found  in  mtay 
places,  but  tlie  search  for  coal  was  fniitless.  Several  knA 
of  cky  fit  for  pottery,  brikdis,  &o.  were  found  in  abundanee^ 
but  always^  more  or  less,  mixed  with>sand  f  indeed,*after  dii« 
placing  a  thin  co^'cring  of  sand  and  ashes,  the  boltom,  in 
most  places,  wai  found  to  be  a  soft  friable  8aiid-stQpe,of  a 
yellowish  colour* 
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With  respect  to  climate,  they  had  not  sufficient  time  to 
jadge  of  its  effects  on  the  human  constitution ;  the  vicissi«> 
tndes  of  heat  and  cold  are  very  great,  the  thermometer  vary* 
iDg  from  50  to  96  deg.  between  sun-rise  and  noon  of  the  same 
day;  and  on  the  19th  and  2ist  of  October  it  froze  pretty 
smartly  at  the  head  of  the  port.  The  N.  W.  winds^  which 
cmne  on  in  tiolent  squalls,  have  all  the  disagreeable,  effects 
of  the  sirocco  of  the  Levant,  but  seldom  last  more.thao  an 
hour,  when  the  wind  returns  to  the  S.W.  with  thunder,  light* 
niog,  and  rain. 

The  N.  W.  side  of  the  port,  where  a  level  plain  extends  to 
the  northward  as  far  as  the  horizon,  appears  to  be  by  for  tht 
most  populous ;  at  this  place,  upwards  of  two  hundred  oa« 
tives  assembled  round  the  surveying  boats,  and  their  obvi- 
ously hostile  intentions  made  the  application  of  fire-^anns  ab* 
solutely  necessary  to  repel  them,  by  which  one .  native  was 
killed,  and  two  or  three  wounded.  Previous  to  this  time^ 
several  interviews  had  been  held  with  separate  parties,  at  dif- 
ferent plaees,  during  which  the  most  friendly  intercourse  was^ 
maiDtained,  and  endeavoured  to  be  strengthened,  by  presents, 
of  blankets,  beads,  &c.  At  these  interviews  they  appeared  to 
have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  use  of  fire-annfi ;  and  as  they 
seemed  terrified  even  at  the  sight  of  them,  they  were  kept 
entirely  out  of  view.  The  last  interview  which  terminated  so 
unexpectedly  hostile^  had  at  its  commencement  the  same 
ftttodiy  appearance.  Three  natives,  unarmed,  came  to  the 
boats,  and  received  fish,  bread,  and  blankets.  Feeling  no 
apprehensKMi  from  three  naked  and  unarmed  savages^  the 
Eirst  Lieutenant  proceeded  with  one  boat  to  continue  the 
survey,  white  the  other  boat's  crew  remained  on  shore  to 
df«6s  itener  and  procure  water.  The  moment  the  first  boat 
disappeared  the  thr^e  natives  took  leave,  and  in  less  than  an 
hour  returned  with  forty  more,  headed  by  a  chief  who  seemed 
to  possess  much  authority.  This  party  immediately  divided^ 
some  takiqg  off  the  attention  of  the  people  who  twd  charge 
ef  the  tent,  while  the  rest  surrounded  the  boats^  the  oar^ 
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masts,  and  sails  of  which  were  ased  in  erecting  the  ttnt^ 
Their  intention  to  plunder  was  immediately  ▼isibie,  and  all 
the  exertions  of  the  boat's  crew  were  insufficient  to  prevent 
their  possessing  themselves  of  a  tomahawk,  an  axe,  and  a 
saw.  In  this  situation,  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  boat 
away,  every  thing  belonging  to  her  being  on  shore,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  temporise,  and  wait  the  return  of  the 
other  boat,  without  having  recourse  to  fire-arms,  if  it  coidd 
possibly  be  avoided ;  and  for  this  purpose,  bread,  meat,  and 
blankets  were  given  them.  These  condescensions,  however, 
seemed  only  to  increase  their  boldness,  and  their  mimbera 
having  been  augmented  by  the  junction  of  two  other  parties, 
amounted  to  more  than  two  hundred.  At  this  critical  time 
the  other  boat  came  in  sight,  and  observing  the  crowd  and 
tumult  at  the  tent,  pushed  towards  them  with  all  possible 
dispatch.  Upon  approaching  the  shore,  the  unusual  warlike 
appearance  of  the  natives  was  immediately  observed,  and  as 
they  seemed  to  have  entine  possession  of  the  tent,  serious  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  for  Mr  Harris  and  two  of  the 
boat's  crew,  who  it  was  noticed  were  not  at  the  boat  At  the 
moment  that  the  grapnel  was  hove  out  of  the  liettteoant's 
boatj  to  prevent  her  taking  the  ground,  one  of  the  natives  seized 
the  master's  mate,  who  had  charge  of  the  other  boat,  and  heM 
him  fast  in  his  arms,  a  general  cry  of  <*  Fire,  Sir;,  for  God's 
sake,  fire !"  was  now  addressed  from  those  on  shore  to  tiie 
First  Lieutenant.  Hoping  the  report  only  would  suffieioitfjr 
intimidate  them,  two  muskets  were  fired  over  their  heads;  for 
a  moment  they  seemed  to  pause,  and  a  few  retreated  behind 
the  trees,  but  immediately  returned  clapping  their  hands,  and 
shoutiqg  vehemently.  Four  muskets  with  buck  shot,  and  the 
fowling-pieces  of  the  gentlemen  with  small  shot,  were  noir 
fired  among  them,  and  from  a  general  howl,  very  dilereat 
from  their  former  shouts,  many  were  supposed  to  be  struck. 
This  discharge  created  a  general  panic,  and  leaving  their 
cloaks  behind,  they  ran  in  every  direction  among  the  trees. 
It  was  hoped  the  business  would  have  terminated  her^  and 
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orders  were,  therefore,  given  to  strike  the  tent>  and  prepare  to- 
quit  the  territory  of  such  disagreeahle  neighbours.  While 
thus  emfiojtiy  a  large  party  were  seen  again  assembling  be* 
hind  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  our  tent :  they  advanced 
in  a  compact  body  to  the  brow  of  the  hill^  every  individual 
armed  with  a  spear,  and  some,  who  appeared  to  be  attctidants 
of  others,  carrying  bundles  of  them  ;  when  within  an  hundred 
yards  of  us  they  halted,  and  the  chief,  with  one  attendant^ 
came  down  to  the  tent>  and  spoke  with  great  vehemence 
holdiog  a  very  large  war  spear  in  a  position  for  throwing* 
The  First  Lieutenant,  wishing  to  restore  peace  if  possible^ 
laid  down  his  gun,  and  advancing  to  the  chief,  presented  him 
with  several  qiooks,  necklaces,  and  spears,  which  had  been  left 
behind  on  their  retreat ;  the  chief  took  his  own  cloak  and 
neddaee,  and  gave  the  others  to  his  attendant.  His  counte* 
nance  and  gestures  all  this  time  betrayed  more  of  anger  than 
fear^  and  his  spear  appeared  every  moment  upon  the  point  of 
quitting  his  hand.  When  the  cloaks  were  all  given  up^  the 
body  on  the  hill  began  to  descend,  shouting  and  flourishing 
their  spears.  The  people  were  immediately  drawn  up,  and 
ordered  to  present  their  muskets  loaded  with  bail,  while  a  last 
attempt  was  made  to  convince  the  chief,  that  if  his  people 
continued  to  approach  they  would  immediately  be  fired  upon. 
These  threats  were  either  not  properly  understood,  or  were 
despised,  and  it  was  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
own  safety,  to  prove  tbe  power  of  our  fire-arms,  before  they 
came  near  enough  to  injure  us  with  their  spears ;  selecting 
one  of  tbe  foremost,  who  appeared  to  be  most  violent,  as  a 
proper  example,  three  muskets  were  fired  at  him  at  fifty  yards 
distance,  two  of  which  took  effect,  and  he  fell  dead  on  the 
spot,  the  chief  turning  round  at  the  report  saw  him  fall,  and 
immeduitely  fled  among  the  trees ;  a  general  dispersion  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  dead  body  was  left  behind. 

Among  these  savages,  gradations  of  rank  could  be  distinctly 
traced,,  founded  most  probably  upon  personal  qualities  and 
ejitemaLappeonuiee.    In  these  respects  tbe  chief  for  excelled 
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the  rest ;  bis  figure  was  mascuKoe  and  weU-proportionecT, 
and  his  air  bold  apd  commanding.    When  first  he  was  seen 
approaching  the  boat,  he  was  raised  upon  the  shoulders  of 
two  men,  and  surrounded  by  the  whole  party,-  shouting  and 
clapping  their  hands.    Besides  his  cloak,  which,  was  only 
distingaished  by  its  superior  size,  he  wore  a  necklace  of  reeds» 
and  several  strings  of  human  hair  over  his  breast.    His  head 
was  adorned  with  a  coronet  of  the  wing-feathers  of  the  swan, 
very  neatly  arranged,  and  which  had  a  pleasing  efiect*    TW 
faces  of  several  were  painted  with  red,  white,  and  yellow 
days,  and  others  had  a  reed  or  bone  run  through  the  septum 
of  the  nose,  perhaps  increasing  in  length  according  to  rank, 
for  the  chiefs  was  by  far  the  longest,  and  must  have  mea- 
sured at  least  two  feet.    Ornamental  scars  on  the  dioulders 
w^re  general,  and  the  fiice  of  one  was  deeply  pitted  as  if  from 
the  sroall-pos,  though  that  disease  is  not  known  to  eatst  in 
New  Holland.    A  very  great  difierence  was  observed  in  the 
comparative  cleanliness  of  these  savages ;  some  of  tbem  were 
so  abominably  beastly,  that  it  required  the  strongest  stomach 
to  look  on  them  without  nausea,  while  otliers  were  auffieiently 
cleanly  to  be  viewed  without  disgust,    llie  beards,  which  are 
remarkably  bushy,  in  the  former  were  allowed  to  grow,  while 
in  the  latter  they  were  cut  close,  apparently  by  a  sharp  in* 
strument,  probably  a  sheik 

The  only  covering  they  make  use  of,  to  preserve  tlieir  per* 
son's  from  the  winter's  cold,  is  a  square  cloak  of  opossum 
skias,  neatly  sewed  together,  and  thrown  loosely  over  their 
shoulders ;  the  fleshy  side,  which  is  worn  inwards,  is  marked 
with  paiallel  lines,  forming  squares,  kizenges,  &c.  and  some- 
times with  uncouiili  human  figures  in  the  attitudes  of  dan- 
cing. 

Their  arms  are  spears,  used  with  a  throwing  stick,  like 
those  of  Port  JacksojQ ;  theSr  shields  are  made  of  a  hard  wood 
and  neatly  carved;  their  war-spears  are  barbed  with  pieces  of 
white  spar,  or  shark's  teeth,  ftsteaed  on  with  red  gum,  and 
within  a  certain  distance  must  b^  werj  dangerous  offensive 
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weapons.  Their  fisli-gigs  are  pointed  with  the  bone  of  this 
kangarocs  and  with  them  they  strike  the  rays  which  lie  in 
^hoal  water.  They  had  no  fish-hooks^  nor  other  implements 
for  fishing  ia  deep  water,  nor  any  appearance  of  canoe,  or 
other  water  conveyance.  Their  food  consists  chiefly  of  shell- 
fish, and  their  ingenuity  in -procuring  more  substantial  ali- 
ment, seems  confined  to  the  construction  of  a  rude  trap,  upon 
the  projeetf  ng  points  of  the  harbour,  where  the  water-fowl 
lighting  at  night  are  entangled  and  caught.  The  scarcity  of 
food  must  at  times  reduce  them  to  great  extremities.  If 
they  ever  quit  the  vicinity  of  the  water,  their  sole  subsistence 
must  be  on  lizards,  grubs,  and  the  few  opossums  they  may  be 
«ble  io  kill;  for  the  kangaroo,  both  by  its  activity  and  wari- 
ness, must  be  supposed  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  their  wea* 
poos,  or  their  ingenuity.  The  skins  of  these  animals  having 
never  been  seen  with  the  natives,  corroborates  this  opinion, 
and  it  is  probable,  that  the  bones  with  which  their  fish-gigs 
are  pointed,  are  those  of  animals  which  have  died  a  natural 
death.  That  they  scruple  not  to  eat  lizards  and  grubs^  as 
well  as  a  very  large  worm  found  in  the  gum-trees,  we. had 
ocular  demonstration ;  indeed  the  latter  they  seem  to  consi- 
der a  very  great  delicacy.  Bread,  beef,  and  fish,  which  were 
given  to  them,  they  devoured  with  great  eagerness,  swallow- 
ing large  pieces  without  chewing,  as  if  afraid  of  its  being  ta- 
ken from  them,  but  in  no  instance  could  they  be  induced  to 
drink.  Spirits  they  appeared  to  dislike  from  the  smell  alone, 
and  sweet  punch  they  would  taste  and  spit  out  again  with 
disapprobation.  They  chew  the  green  leaves  of  various 
plants,  several  of  which  had  a  slight  astringent  t^ste,  and  an 
aromatic  smell. 

Their  huts  merely  serve  the  purpose  of  temporary  shelter 
firom  the  weather.  They  are  constructed  of  branches  of  trees 
slanting  and  open  on  one  side,  which  is  always  to  leeward ;  if 
a  fallen  tree  is  near,  it  usually  serves  to  support  the  hut,  and 
sometimes  when  coarse  grass  is  convenient,  it  is  interwoven 
with  the  branches.    Their  fires  are  made  at  the  very  en« 
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tnhce  ^  the  hutis,  and  if  the  wind  shifts  must  be  immedittlelf 
femoved.  A«  opportunity  did  Bot  occur  of  observii^  Aeir 
tne&odtxf  first  kindling  a  fire,  as  the  parties  had  always  a  fire- 
brand with  them,  by  which,  aad  a  little  dry  grass,  tbey  soon 
ttake  a  ^roaring  blaze.** 

The  only  traces  of  sdciety  tluit  could  be  observed,  was  in 
a  cluster  of  five  huts,  near  which  a  well  of  brachish  water  was 
)>robably  the  only  inducement  to  so  close  a  ne^hboorbood. 
How  they  supply  themselves  ^th  water  in  general  it  is  difii- 
cult  to  surmise,  for,  upon  the  closest  ^^aminatioD,  none 
was  found  within  several  miks  of  the  place  where  tbey  had 
constructed  their  huts.  Sufficient  prtx>fiB  were,  however,  ob- 
tained of  thdr  burying  their  dead,  by  findii^  a  huaaB  sbele** 
ton  three  foet  under  ground,  while  digging  for' water.  Its  de- 
cayed state  evinced  its  having  been  in  the  ground  long  befinre 
the  arrival  of  any  European  at  this  port. 

^  Nothing,*'  says  Mr  Tuckey,  <<  could  ofier  a  more  perfect 
picture  of  reposing  solitude,  than  the  wilds  of  Port  HiiUip  on 
oar  first  arrival.  Here  Contemplation,  with  ber  SMisiog  sis- 
ter Melancholy,  might  find  an  undisturbed  retreat.  Oiiteii  at 
the  calm  hour  of  evening  I  have  wandered  through  the  woods, 

Where  the  rude  axe  with  heaved  stroke 
Was  nevier  heard  the  nymphs  to  daunt, 
Or  fright  them  from  their  hallowed  haunts. 

"  The  last  hymn  of  the  feathered  choiristers  to  the  setting 
sun,  and  the  soft  murmurs  of  the  breeze,  faintly  broke  the 
death-like  silence  that  reigned  around;  while  the  Ugbtly 
trodden  path  of  the  solitary  savage,  or  the  dead  ashes  of  his 
fire^  alone  pointed  out  the  existence  of  human  beings.  In 
the  course  of  a  very  few  weeks  the  scene  was  greatly  akeredi 
lanes  were  cut  in  the  woods  for  the  passage  of  the  timber  car<» 
riages;  the  huts  of  the  woodmen  were  erected  beneath  the 
sheltering  branches  of  the  lofty  trees;  the  'busy  hum*  of 
their  voices,  and  the  sound  of  their  axes,  r^sverbentinf 
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^rott^  the  W6ods,  denoted  the  exertions  of  sdcU  iodustry, 
ADd  the  labours  of  civirizatioiu  At  other  times,  sitting  oa 
the  carriage  of  a  gun,  in  front  of  the  camp,  I  have  contem- 
plated with  succeeding  emotions  of  pity,  iaugfater^  and  asto- 
nishment, the  scene  before  me.  When  I  viewed  so  many  of 
my  fellow-mes,  sunk,  some  of  them  from  a  rank  in  life,  equal 
or  superior  to  my  own,  and  by  their  crimes  degraded  to  a  level 
with  the  basest  of  mankind ;  when  I  saw  them  naked,  wading 
to  their  shoulders  in  water  to  unlade  the  boats,  while  a  ImrD- 
ing  sun  struck  its  meridian  rays  upon  their  uncovered  heads, 
or  yoked  to  and  sweating  under  a  timber  carriage,  the  wfaeela* 
of  which  were  sunk  up  to  the  axle  in  sand,  I  only  considef'ed 
their  hapless  lot,  and  the  remembrance  of  their  vices  was  for 
a  moment  absorbed  in  the  greatness  of  their  punishment;  1 
ttxdaimed  with  enthusiasm, 

Tis  liberty  alone  that  gives  the  flower 
OrHeettng  life  its  lustre  and  perfome. 
And  we  are  weeds  without  it. 

'^  Wlien,  on  the  oth^r  hand,  I  viewed  the  lively  appeasaiioe 
of  the  camp,  the  employments  of  the  women,  and  the  ridi- 
culous dilemmas  into  which  they  were  every  moment  throwa 
by  the  novelty  of  their  situations,  I  s^miled,  and  inwardly  ad-» 
miring  the  pliability  of  mind  which  enables  us  to  accomoio* 
date  ourselves  to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  confessed  that 
the  pridieof  iodependance,  and  the  keen  sensibility  of  pros* 
perity,  like  marka  imprinted  on  the  sand,  are  soon  effiiced  by 
the  curnent  of  adverse  f^rcumstances.  What  once  seemed 
more  valuable  than  life  itself,  even  female  virtue,  grows  weak- 
er by  degrees,  and  at  last  falls  a  sacrifice  to  present  convent* 
ence.;  nt  true  is  the  poet's  exclaimation,t]iat  ^  want  will  per* 
jure  the  ne'er-touchM  vestal/' 

*'  And  wm  again,  when  I  considered  the  motives;  when  I 
contrasted  the  powers,  the  ingenuity,  and  the  nepourees,  of  ci- 
vilized maUi  with  the  weakness,  the  ignorance,  and  the  wants 
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of  the  savage  he  came  to  dispossess,  I  acknowledged  the  im- 
nensity  of  human  intelligence,  and  felt  thankful  for  the  small 
portion  dispensed  to  myself.  These  thoughts  naturally  led 
to  the  contemplation  of  future  possibilities.  I  beheld  a  se- 
cond Rome  rising  from  a  coalition  of  banditti.  I  beheld  it 
giving  laws  to  the  world,  and  superlative  in  arms  and  in  arts, 
looking  down  with  proud  superiority  upon  the  barbarous  na- 
tions of  the  northern  hemisphere;  thus  running  over  the  airy 
-visions  of  empire,  wealth,  and  glory,  I  wandered  amidst  die 
.delusions  of  imagination," 

The  unfavourable  account  given  of  Port  Phillip  by  the  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  Calcutta,  immediately  presented  the  neces- 
sity of  removing  the  colony  to  a  more  eligible  situation,  but 
from  a  total  want  of  knowledge  respecting  any  recent  disco- 
veries, which  might  have  been   made  on  the  neigbboutiDg 
coasts,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  receive  instructions  on  this 
head  from  the  Governor  in  Chief  at  Port  Jadcson.    The 
Ocean  transport,  being  now  discharged,  was  to  proceed  on 
her  voyage  to  China,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  detained 
without  a  heavy  expence  to  government.    Thus  the  only 
means  left  of  communicating  with  Port  Jackson  was  by  an 
open  boat;  a  six-oared  cutter  was  accordingly  fitted  for  the 
purpose,  in  which  Mr  Collins  (who  came  out  on  a  sealing 
speculation)  undertook  to  convey  the  Lieutenant-Governor's 
dispatches.    After  being  nine  days  at  sea,  and  encountering 
much  bad  weather,  he  was  picked  up  by  the  Ocean  (who 
sailed  six  days  after  him),  within  sixty  miles  of  Port  Jackson, 
and  by  her  conveyed  thither.     Governor  King,  from  a  cor- 
rect survey  of  Port  Phillip,  made  by  Mr  Grimes,  die  Sur- 
veyor-General of  the  Colony,  was  already  convinced  of  its 
ineKgibility  as  a  settlement,  and  immediately  chartered  the 
Ocean  to  remove  the  establishment,  either  to  Port  Dalrym- 
ple,  on  the  north  side  of  Van  Dieman's  land,  or  to  the  river 
Derwent,  on  the  south  coast  of  the  same  island,  where  a  small 
party  frOto  Port  Jackson  was  already  established. 
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As  the  farther  detention  of  the  Calcutta,  after  the  removal 
was  finally  concluded  on,  would  greatly  retard  the  principal 
object  of  her  voyage,  the  conveying  a  cargo  of  ship  timber  to 
England,  without  any  adequate  advantage  to  the  colony,  she 
quitted  Port  Phillip  on  the  ISth  of  Decenober,  leaving  the 
Colonists  preparing  to  re-embark  on  board  the  Ocean^ 

While  the  Calcutta  remained  at  Port  Phillip,  besides  the 
necessary  duties  of  the  ship,  the  crew  were  actively  employed 
in  collecting  such  specimens  of  ship-timber  as  the  place  af- 
forded ;  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  compass- 
timber,  chiefly  honeysuckle,  were  procured. 

During  the  period  of  uncertainty,  between  the  sailing  of 
tlie  boat,  and  the  return  of  advices  from  Port  Jackson^  the 
First  Lieutenant  of  the  Calcutta,  with  several  other  officers^ 
and  a  party  of  convicts  to  carry  provisions,  proceeded  by  land 
to  examine  Westen]  Port,  and  ascertain  the  correctness  of 
the  description  given  of  it  by  the  first  discoverers,  particu- 
larly with  respect  to  coal,  in  which  it  was  said  to  abound* 
From  the  camp  they  proceeded  across  the  peninsula  to  where 
the  ridge  of  Arthur's  Seat  descends  to  the  sea.  This  peninr- 
sula  is  formed  entirely  of  sand,  thrown  up  into  round  hillocks^ 
and  covered  with  coarse  grass  in  tufts;  the  only  trees  here 
are  the  she-oak,  which  are  small  and  open.  After  passing 
the  ridge  of  Arthur's  Seat  they  proceeeded  in  a  direction  due 
east,  nearly  parallel  to  the  sea-shore,  of  which  they  sometimes 
came  in  sight,  until  they  reached  a  point  projecting  into  the 
sea,  which  was  supposed  to  be  Cape  or  Point  Schank ;  in  this 
space  the  land  continues  to  rise,  and  forms  in  larger  and 
steeper  hills,  separated  by  narrow  glens,  but  the  soil  is  still 
very  sandy,  and  no  water  was  to  be  found,  even  by  digging  in 
the  hollows  several  feet  deep.  After  passing  Cape  Schank, 
the  country'assumes  a  quite  different  appearance ;  the  soil 
changes  to  a  stiff  clay;  the  she-oak  gives  place  to  the  blue 
gum,  and  two  strong  runs  of  water  fall  into  the  sea  immedi- 
ately under  the  Cape.  Here  they  halted  for  the  night,  and,  , 
following  the  example  of  the  natives,  erected  a  hut,  and  made 
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a  fire  within  a  few  feet  of  its  entrance.  This  point  was  sap^ 
posed  to  be  twenty-five  miles  distant  from,  the  canp»  M 
day-light  they  again  commenced  their  march,  guided  by  m 
pocket-compass;  and  keeping  at  the  distance  o{  between 
three  and  five  miles  from  the  sea  at  noon  reached  Western 
Port^  about  two  miles  from  its  entrance.  From  Cape  Schanb 
the  country  is  yaried  by  hills  and  vallies,  the  soil  of  the  for* 
mer  being  a  stiff  day,  with  very  lofty  gum-^trees ;  and  of  tbo 
latter,  a  rich  black  mould  several  feet  deep,  except  in  a  few 
spots  where  a  black  peaty  earth  was  foond.  The  grass  in 
these  vallies  is  extremely  luxuriant;  some  of  then  are  over- 
grown with  under-wood,  while  others  possess  scarcely  a  sin- 
gle shrub.  In  this  track  are  several  small  runs  of  water, 
emptying  themselves  into  the  sea  by  deep  ravines. 

The  examination  of  Western  Port  was  unavoidably  con- 
fined to  the  space  of  a  few  miles  on  the  western  shore :  this 
was  principally  owing  to  the  man  who  carried  the  whole  of 
the  bread,  havings  absconded  soon  after  quitting  the  camp, 
and  to  being  deceived  in  the  extent  of  the  Port,,  as  well  as  the 
distance  to  it;  which  was  found  much  greater  than  they  had 
any  idea  of. 

They  were  provisioned  onty  for  four  days,  at  short  alIow«i> 
ance ;  for  trusting  to  their  guns  for  an  addition  to  their  fore^ 
they  employed  most  of  the  party  to  carry  water,  being  igno* 
rant  whether  any  was  to  be  found  in  their  route. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  Port  for  about  twelve  miles  along 
the  western  shores  there  is  but  one  place  of  commodious  land- 
ing for  boats ;  the  beach  being  either  a  black  plate  rock,  or  ft 
flat  sand  running  out  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  upon  which  a  lon^ 
and  dangerous  surf  continually  breaks.  There  are  three  good 
runsof  3vater  in  this  space,  which  falling  from  the  hills,  from 
pools  at  their  base,  are  absorbed  by  the  soft  sand  of  the 
beach.  We  found  these  pools  covered  with  teal  of  a  beauti- 
ful plumage,  and,  what  was  to  us  of  much  more  importance, 
of  a  delicious  flavour^ 
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As  their  track  to  Western  Port  had  never  diverged  more 
than  five  miles  from  the  sea,  it  was  determined,  on  returning, 
to  endeavour  to  penetrate  through  the  country  in  a  north* 
west  direction,  which  was  supposed  would  hring  them  to  Port 
Philip  at  about  twenty  miles  distance  from  the  camp.  They 
accordingly  set  oiF  at  day-light  of  the  third  day,  from  their 
night*s  station,  which  was  about  five  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  Western  Port,  and  had  scarce  walked  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
when  they  came  to  an  immense  forest  of  lofty  gum-trees. 
The  country  here  becomes  very  mountainous  :  in  the  vallies 
or  rather  chasms  between  the  mountains,  small  runs  of  water 
trickle  through  an  almost  impenetrable  jungle  of  prickly 
shrubs,  bound  together  by  creeping  plants.  After  passing 
dgbt  of  these  deep  chasms  in  six  miles,  which  was  accom- 
plished with  infinite  difficulty  in  four  hours,  they  found  the 
country  grow  still  more  impenetrable,  vast  fields  of  shrub  as 
prickly  as  furze,  arresting  their  progress  every  moment.  Se- 
veral of  their  people  who  carried  the  water,  being  unable  to 
bear  the  fatigue  any  longer,  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  their 
intention ;  and,  after  a  short  rest,  they  shaped  their  course  to 
the  south-west,  in  order  to  approach  the  sea,  where  the 
country  becomes  open  and  less  hilly.  In  this  direction  they 
found  the  country  well  watered,  the  soil  very  rich,  and  in 
many  places  meadows  of  from  fifty  to  an  hundred  acres,  co- 
vered with  grass  five  feet  high,  and  unincumbered  with  a 
single  tree.  At  sun-set  they  reached  the  sea  at  Cape  Schank, 
and,  halting  for  the  night,  arrived  at  the  camp  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  next  day.  . 

Their  search  for  coal,  which  they  were  given  to  understand 
abounded  at  Western  Port,  was  fruitless ;  but  their  examina- 
tion was  too  circumscribed  and  superficial  to  authorize  any 
positive  assertion  respecting  it.  ^ 

The  coast  between  the  ridge  of  Arthur's  Seat  and  Westera 
Port  is  bound  by  rocks  of  black  stone,  which  was  found  to 
bum  to  a  strong  lime.  The  projecting  points  of  land  aie 
high,  bluff,  and  perpendicular,  presenting  a  barrier  to  the  sea 
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Vfh\ch  breaks  against  thetn,  even  id  the  finest  weather,  wftb 
violence,  denying  shelter  by  anchorage,  or  safety  by  mnning 
on  shore  for  the  smallest  boat. 

Besides  herds  of  kangaroos,  four  large  wolvea  were  seen  at 
Western  Port.  Very  beautiful  bronze-winged  pigeons  witli 
black  and  white  cockatoos,  and  innumerable  parrots,  inbaUt 
the  wt)ods. 

Though  this  excursion  added  but  little  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  country,  it  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  entirely  devoid  of 
utility.  In  those  spots  which  appeared  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  seeds  iVom  Rio  Janeiro  and  the  Cape  were  sowtt, 
iric.  ortmgies,  limes,  melons,  pumpkins,  Indian  com,  and  seve- 
ml  kinds  of  garden  seeds. 

But  two  hut^  were  found  in  their  track,  and  not  a  native 
Was  seen ;  indeed  the  kangaroo  seems  to  reign  undisturbed 
lord  of  the  soil,  a  dominion  which,  by  the  evacuation  of  Pbrt 
Phillip,  he  is  likely  to  retain  for  ages. 

Several  convicts  absconded  from  the  camp  soon  after  tbeir 
landing,  led  away  by  the  most  delusive  ideas  of  reaching 
Port  Jackson,  or  getting  on  board  some  whaler,  which  they 
igttorantly  believed  occasionally  touched  oti  this  coast ;  sotoc 
of  them  were  brought  back  by  parties  sent  afto  thetai,  and 
others  returned  voluntarily,  when  nearly  famished  with  him* 
geh  Two  only  of  these  unfortunate  beings  were  never  heard 
of  after  leaving  the  camp,  one  of  these  wtis  George  Lee,  a 
character  well  known  to  several  persons  of  respectability  in 
England. 

After  the  Calcutta  quitted  Port  Phillip,  a  vessel  was  sent  to 
examine  Port  Dalrymple ;  the  accounts  brought  back  not 
being  so  favourable  as  was  hoped  for,  it  was  finally  determined 
to  remove  the  colony  to  the  river  Derwent,  which  was  partly 
accomplished  before  the  Calcutta  sailed  ftom  Port  Jackson. 
The  name  of  Hobart  was  given  to  the  settlement,  and  the 
mqst  flattering  accounts  were  received  from  the  Kentenant*^ 
governor,  of  the  situation,  soil,  and  climMe.    Speaking  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  5Sl 

climate,  he  says,  that  it  may  be  considered  the  Montpelier  of 
New  South  Wales.  Subsequently,  however,  Port  Dalrym- 
pie  was  again  more  minutely  examined,  when  the  excellence 
of  its  situation  for  commerce  and  defence  determined  its  future 
destination.  A  strong  party  of  convicts,  settlers,  and  soldiers 
were  accordin^y  settled  there,  and  every  exertion  was  made 
by  Colonel  Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  who  was 
appointed  Ldeutenant-Governor,  to  render  it  a  fit  and  com- 
fortable abode  f<»r  civilized  man.  His  intentions,  after  his 
departure  for  head-quarters  at  Sydney,  were  ably  executed  by 
Colonel  ColKns,  whose  knowledge  and  activity  have  proved 
extremely  serviceable.  The  rajnd  growth  of  these  settle- 
ments in  Van  Dieman^s  land  has  also  been  accelerated  by  the 
orders  of  government  for  the  evacuation  of  Norfolk  Island, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  were  carried  to  Port  Dalrymple  and 
the  liver  Derwent 
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Jl  HE  fuHest,  dearest)  and  best  substantiated  accoont  of  the 
f>resent  state  of  the  colony  ef  New  South  Wales  was  pro- 
educed  in  efidence  on  the  trial  of  Identenant-Colonel  George 
Johnson,  major  of  the  i02d  regiment^  late  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  on  a  charge  of  mutiny  exhibited  against  him 
by  the  crown,  for  deposing,  on  the  26th  January,  1808,  Wil- 
liam Bligh,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  then  Captain  in  his  Majesty's  na- 
vy (and  since  a[^inted  Rear-admiral  of  the  Blue)  Captain- 
General  and  Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  territory  of 
New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  held  before  a  gene- 
lal  court-martial  at  Chelsea  Hospital,  Tuesday,  May  7tbj 
18 IL  We  shall  therefore  exhibit  an  abstract  of  the  most 
material  evidence  adduced  on  this  important  trial,  as  far  as  it  . 
tends  to  elucidate  the  causes  of  that  singular  transaction,  or 
M>  communicate  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  co« 
lony.    The  court  was  constituted  as  follows : — 

MEMBERS. 
LiBimBNANT-GBNBRAL  Kbppel,  President. 


Lieut, -Gen.  Sir  D.  Baird. 

Hm.  E,  Finch. 

DowdeswelL 
MajcT-General  Kerr. 
Colonel  Ansoa. 

OtLoglin. 

Litui.'CoL  lAjrd  Prohy. 


Lieut. "Gen.  Milner. 

; McDonald. 

Major-Gen.  Hon.  E.  Paget. 
Colonel  Burnet. 
'         Fyers. 

'Bailer. 

Lieut. -- Col.  Paterson. 


fCt.  Hon.  Charlbs  Mannbrs  Sutton,  Judge  Adv.  Qm. 
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The  wanant  for  holding  the  court,  together  with  the 
charge  against  Lieutenftnt-Coiooel  Jdmaon,  were  read  hj  the 
Judge  Advocate,  as  foHows : — 

G.  P.  R. 

Wherbas  it  hath  been  most  humbly  represented  unto  us,  that 
the  following  charge  hath  been  preferred  against  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Greorge  Johnston,  Major  in  his  Majesty's  102d  Fo- 
ment of  foot,  viz. 

^That  Lieutenant-Colonel  (jreoi^ge  Johnston,  Mi^or  m 
aforesaid,  did,  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  January^ 
1808,  at  Sydney,  in  the  colony  of  New  Sovth  Waks^ 
begin,  excite,  cause,  and  join  in  a  nradny,  by  patting 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  New  South  Wales  Onpt^ 
then  under  his  coia«Mnd  and  doing  duty  in  the  isokmj, 
and  seiemg  and  causing  to  be  seized  aiwl  arrested,  and 
imprisoning  and  causing  to  be  imprisoned,  by  means  of 
the  above-mentioned  militaiy  force,  the  person  of  WH- 
Kam  Bligh,  Esq.  then  Captain-General  and  Govenmr  in 
Chief  in  and  over  the  territoiyof  New  South  Wales  :^' 


Which  K^Brgt  we  have  thought  fit  should  be  inqiurad  ii 
by  a  General  Court  Martial  t-— Our  will  and  pleaMue  < 
fore  is,  in  the  name  imd  on  the  behalf  o£  his  Majesty,  that  a 
Generil  Court  Martial  be  forthwith  held  on  this  occasion^ 
which  is  to  consist  of  Lieutenant-General  William  Keppel, 
Colonel  of  his  Majest/s  67th  or  the  South  Hampshire  Fo- 
ment of  foot,  whom  we  appoint  piesideat  thereof,  and  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  other  officers  of  competent  mok  and 
quality,  who  can  be  conveniently  summoned  to  attend  the 
same.  And  you  are  to  order  the  Provost  Marshid  <jenend  of 
his  Majesty's  forces,  or  his  deputy,  to  give  nr  *ce  to  the  said 
president  and  officers,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern^ 
when  and  wliere  the  said  Court  Martial  is  to  be  heh^  and  to 
snmmon  auch  witoawa  as  may  be  able  to  give  tcatjmoiiy 
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touching  tbe  charge  above  specified ;  the  said  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  and  his  deputy  being  hereby  required  to  obey 
your  ordeis,  and  give  their  attendance  where  it  dull  be  re- 
quisite. And  we  do  hereby  authorise  and  empower  the  said 
General  Court  Martial  to  hear  and  examiDe  all  suchmatteis 
mnd  infixtnation  as  shall  be  brought  before  Aeai,  touching  the 
charge  against  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonel  Creorge  Johosoiiy 
Major  as  albresaid,  and.to  proceed  in  the  trial  and  gtviog  sen- 
tence according  to  the  rules  of  military  discipline.  And  far 
00  doing,  this  shall  be,  as  well  to  you  as  to  the  Geoeral  Court 
Martial,  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may  ooncern^asuficient 
warrant 

Oivefi  at  our  Court  at  Carlton  House,  this  thkd  day  of 
April,  1811,  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his  Majesty's  re^. 
By  the  command  of  bis  tbapl  Highness  the  Piinoe  Re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  hb  Migesty. 

R.  Rtobk. 
7b  ike  Right  Han.  Charies  Mmrmer$  Suttony 
Judge  Advocate  Oeneral  of  kit  Mofesty^s 
Rree$y  or  Ms  Deputy. 

Lieutenant^Colonel  Johnson  having  pleaded  aot  guiity, 
Governor  Bligh  read  to  the  court  a  statement  of  the  case  in 
substance  as  follows  :— 

^  In  the  month  of  May,  1805,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
appcHut  me  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales.  With  my  commission,  I  had 
the  honour  to  receive  instructions  under  the  sign  manual  ac- 
companied by  others  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  directing 
the  conduct  I  was  to  pursHe  in  my  future  government ;  and 
thus  prepared,  on  the  28th  of  January,  180^  I  sailed  from 
England,  having  a  commission  as  a  post-captain  of  hb  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Porpoise,  with  a  commander  under  me,  and  was 
afterwMds  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Adani* 
talty  to  wear  a  broad  pendant,  constituting  me  a  commodore^ 
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and  to  hoist  the  same  on  board  of  such  other  ship  as  might  be 
at  New  South  Wales. 

<'  I  arrived  there  on  the  5th  of  August  following,  and  on 
the  13th  read  my  commission,  took  the  necessary  oaths,  and 
superceded  Governor  King  in  the  command  of  the  colpciy 
and  its  dependencies.  On  this  occasion  I  received  respectful 
addresses  from  the  military  and  civil  officers,  free  inhabitants^ 
and  others,  congratulating  me  on  my  appointment  and  safe 
arrival,  which  were  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  some 
others,  that  convinced  me  that  dissentions  prevailed  in  the 
settlement,  and  that  much  attention  on  my  part  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  peace  and  promote  the  unanimity  of 
the  inhabitants. 

^  To  ascertain  the  state  of  the  colony,  I  visited  many  of 
the  inhabitants  individually,  and  witnessed  many  melancholy 
proofs  of  their  wretched  condition.  A  want  even  of  the  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life  was  too  prevalent,  particularly  at  the 
extensive  settlement  of  the  Havvkesbury ;  and  although  Syd- 
ney, the  head-quarters,  formed  some  exception  to  the  general 
aspect,  yet  there  the  inhabitants  and  public  storehouses  were 
falling  into  decay ;  industry  was  declining ;  while  a  pernici- 
ous fondness  for  spirituous  liquors  was  gaining  ground,  to  the 
destruction  of  public  morals  and  private  happiness.** 

Governor  Bligh  then  proceeded  to  state  the  measures  he 
adopted  to  check  the  pernicious  custom  of  bartering  spirits  ; 
the  committal  of  Mr  M'Arthur;  the  conduct  of  the  six  offi- 
cers that  formed  the  criminal  court  appointed  to  try  him ;  and 
his  subsequent  release  by  order  of  Major  Johnson. 

"  Immediately  after  the  order  for  the  release  of  M*Arthur," 
be  continued,  *^  there  followed  an  operation  of  the  main 
guard  close  to  the  gate  of  the  Government-House,  and  the 
regiment  marched  down  from  the  barracks  led  on  by  Maior 
Johnston  and  the  other  officers,  with  colours  flying  and  muste 
playing  as  they  advanced  to  the  house.  Within  a  few  mi- 
nutes after,  the  house  was  surrounded ;  the  soldiers  quickljji 
broke  into  ail  parts  of  it,  and  arrested  all  the  magistrates>Mir 
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Gore  the  provost  narskal,  Mr  Griffin  mySecretarj,  and  Mr 
Folton  the  chaplain*  I  bad  jast  dme  to  call  to  my  orderly 
aeijeant  to  hare  my  horses  ready  while  I  went  up  stairs  to  pat 
on  my  uniform,  (the  family  being  then  in  deep  mourning) 
when  on  my  return,  as  I  was  standing  onthe  staircase  waiting 
tot  my  serrant  with  my  sword,  I  saw  a  number  of  soldieis 
raslikig  Hp  9tam  irith  their  muskets  asid  fixed  bayonets,  as  I 
coneeired  to  sene  my  person.  I  retired  instantly  into  a  back 
JDom,  to  defeat  their  object,  and  to  deliberate  on  the  means 
to  be  adopted  for  the  Restoration  of  my  authority,  which  in 
such  a  critical  situation  could  only  be  accomplislied  by  my 
getting  into  the  interior  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
Hawhesbnry,  where  I  knew  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
woaM  flock  to  my  standard.  To  this  situation  I  was  pursued 
by  the  sokKers,  and  after  experiencing  much  insult,  was  con- 
dncted  below  by  Lieutenant  Minchin^  who  told  me  that  Major 
Johnston  was  waiting  for  me.  We  passed  together  into  the 
drawing-room,  every  part  being  crowded  with  soldiers  under 
arms,  many  of  whom  appeared  to  be  intoxicated. 

'^  I  then  received  a  letter  brought  by  Lieut.  Moore,  and 
signed  by  Major  Johnston  (calling  himself  Lieutenant  Go- 
-vemor),  requiring  me  to  resign  my  authority,  and  to  submit 
to  the  arrest  under  wkiek  he  placed  me;  which  I  had  scarcely 
penisei^  when  a  messi^  was  delivered  to  me  that  Major 
Johnson  wished  to  speak  to  me  in  the  adjoining  room,  at  the 
door  of  which  he  soon  after  appeared,  surrounded  by  his  oft- 
eers  and  soldiers ;  and  in  terms  much  to  the  same  efiect  as 
his  letter  he  there  verbally  confirmed  my  arrest.  Martial  law 
was  proclaimed)  my  secnetary  and  my  friends  were  prevented 
fcm  seeing  me,  and  I  was  left  only  with  my  daughter  and 
another  lady.. 

*^  By  Major  Johnston's  order  several  person3  seized  my  cabi- 
net and  papers,  .with  my  commission,  instructions,  and  the 
great  seal  of  the  colony.  These  were  locked  up  in  a  room 
guarded  by  two  sentinels,  and  several  others  were  placed 
roond  the  house  to  prevent  my  escape. 

3  Y 
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^^Tbe  same  eveDing  committees  were  formed  with  n-fve^ 
tended  view  of  examining  into  my  government,  but  in  realty 
to  discover  all  such  persons  as  were  attached  to  me.  In  tbim 
M^ Arthur  took  an  active  part. 

<'  On  the  following  day  Lieutenant  Moore  came  with  Migor 
Johnston's  orders,  and  carried  away  my  swcHds  and  what  fixe 
arms  he  found  in  the  house ;  at  noon  three  voUies  were  fired 
by  the  soldiers,  and  twenty-one  guns  from  the  batter},  while 
the  royal  standard  was  displayed.  His  Majesty *s  Commis8af3f^ 
the  Provost  Marshal,  the  Judge  Advocate,  and  the  Chapkia^ 
were  suspended  from  their  offices ;  all  the  magistrates  were 
disuMSsed,  and  others  appcHoted  in  their  room ;  the  most  ex- 
traordinary and  mutinous  proclamations  were  issued,  and 
even  my  broad  pendant  as  Ck>mmodore  on  the  station  was  or* 
dered  by  Major  Johnston  to  be  struck.  Thus  was  the  mutinj 
complete :  those  who  were  concerned  in  it  had  got  posses* 
aion  of  the  government,  had  turned  out  all  the  civil  officers 
and  substituted  others  in  their  room,  and  imposed  on  me  aa 
arrest  which  continued  from  the  time  of  the  mutiny  till  the 
20th  of  February,  1809. 

<<The  circumstances  of  indignity  to  whi^h  I  was  exposed 
during  all  the  period  of  usurpation  which  followed  the  OHati- 
ny,  I  need  not  here  state  to  this  honourable  Court ;  suffice  k 
to  say  at  present,  that  after  experiencing  various  insults  while 
under  arrest,  and  many  hardships  after  I  was  enlarged,  being 
proscribed  as  an  outlaw.  Colonel  Macquarie  arrived  at  the  co- 
lony on  the  28th  of  December,  1809,  with  orders  from  his 
Majesty  to  reinstate  me  in  my  government,  and  to  express  his 
Majesty's  high  disapprobation  at  the  mutiny.  Shortly  afta:^ 
I  left  the  colony,  and  arrived  in  England  the  25(hof  Octobel^ 
1810. 

<<Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  give  U>  this  honourable 
Court  such  a  statement  of  the  mutiny  as  may  be  necessary  to 
connect  and  explain  the  evidence  that  will  be  given :  and 
here  for  the  present,  ignorant  of  what  may  be  attempted  to  be 
asserted  against  me,  and  not  willing  to  waste  unnecessarily 
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tlic  time  df  the  Court,  I  shall  rest  my  case.  Should  any  jus- 
lificatioD  be  attempted,  I  doubt  not  this  honourable  Court  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  answering  it  by  any  additional  wit* 
nesses,  and  by  again  submitting  myself,  or  the  witnesses  who 
riiaH  have  been  already  examined,  to  a  reexamination  as  to 
Ae  matters  to  which  tliey  shall  not  already  have  been  exa« 
mined. 

"  What  justification  can  be  offered  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive ;  and  although  I  have  seen  the  dispatch,  which  three 
BKHiths  nearly  after  the  event  Colonel  Johnston  sent  home  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  which  contains  nothing  but  gene- 
ral and  vague  assertions,  I  am  still  as  much  in  doubt  what 
excuse  can  be  presented  to  this  honourable  Court  for  a  mu- 
tiny so  unprecedented  in  the  military  annals  of  this  country, 
so  dangerous  by  its  example,  and  in  many  of  its  effects  to  the 
cdony  so  destructive.*^ 

After  some  conversation  respecting  the  time  that  had 
elapsed  since  the  expulsion  of  Governor  Bligh,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  Court  that  the  accusation  came  within  the 
limits  of  the  act  of  parliament,  as  it  appeared  that  the  limited 
period  had  been  exceeded  without  cause.  The  appointment 
of  William  Bligh,  Esq.  to  be  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
and -his  instruction,  were  then  proved,  after  which  he  was 
cuunined  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  , 

Have  you  thcAdmirality  order,  authorisizing  you  ta  carry 
a>broad  pendant  ?     Yes,  sir. 

Put  it  in.     [Read.] 

When  did  you  first,  in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  commis* 
aion,  take  upon  yourself  the  government  of  New  South  Wales 
te  Governor  and  Captain  General  ?  About  the  Idth  of  Aug. 
1806. 

To  what  period  were  you  acting  as  such  ?  To  the  26th  of 
January,  1806. 

in  what  state  did  you  find  the  colony  upon  your  arrival  ? 
In  a  very  miserable  state. 

3  Y  2 
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• 

Did  yott  discover  any,  and  what  abuaes,  dien  existing  widi 
respect  to  spirits  ?  There  was  a  barter  of  qpicila  for  articlas 
that  were  wanting  of  every  description,  by  those  peraona  who 
had  spirits  to  purdtasethem  with. 

Were  the  offioera  or  soldiers  at  all  interested  in  that  bartrr 
of  spirits,  and  if  ao,  how?  The  officers  were  very  much  ia- 
terested  in  the  barter  of  spirits ;  so  much  so,  as  to  be  enabled 
to  get  whatever  they  wanted  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

What  with  respect  to  the  soldiers  ?  The  observation  ap- 
plies esaetiy  the  same  to  the  soldiers,  provided  they  could 
get  it 

Did  you  take  any  measures  to  prevent  this  barter  of  spirits  ? 
Yes,  sir. 

What?  By  prohibiting  the  barter  of  spirits  ahqgether; 
and  it  stands  so  in  my  pubHc  orders. 

Have  you  those  orders  ?  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  copy  of  thcna 
in  the  common  orderiy  bode,  and  they  have  abo  been  ponied. 

Did  those  measures  of  reform  create  any  discontent  in  the 
colony ;  and  if  so^  mention  who  were  disopntented,  and  oa 
what  account,  and  how  tbey  shewed  their  diacontent  ?  Tbejr 
did  create  discontent  among  a  few. 

Mention  who  were  discontented.    Those  persons  in  parti- 
cular who  were  connected  with  the  mutiny,  who  were 
iiecte(}  with  my  arrest ;  M^ Arthur,  and  a  few  others 
x^^mes  are  mentioned  in  my  dispatches. 

Was  there  a  regiment  in  the  settlement  at  tiiat  tiaae  called 
the  New  South  Wales  Gnps,  or  the  102d  regiment?  Yes, 
sir. 

Under  whose  command  was  this  corps  at  that  ttme  ?  Ma^ 
jor  Johnston,  at  head^quarters ;  Cdonel  Paterson  waa  oolo» 
nel  of  the  regiment,  he  was  at  one  of  the  out-settlements,  at 
Port  Dalrymple,  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Who  was  then  the  senior  officer  in  his  Majes^s  serviee  at 
the  colony  ?  Am  I  to  ^jMiersttmd  that  any  distiactiatt  is  DMde 
between  the  colony  and  the  territory  ? 

At  Sydney  ?    Major  Johnston. 
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Of  die  I02d}  Of  tbe  New  South  Wales  Corps  then ;  I 
never  knew  it  as  tbe  .102d  till  it  came  home. 

In  what  state  was  the  settlement  in  general  in  the  month  of 
Jaouary,  1808?  In  a  very  improved  state,  and  tbe  whole 
people  hi^py  and  contented  in  a  high  degree,  except  as  I 
mentioned  in  answer  to  a  former  question. 

Was  there  the  least  dangcar  of  tumult  or  insurrection,  or  of 
any  disturbance  in  tbe  settlement,  piK>vided  tbe  miliury  bad 
remained  true  to  you  as  the  Governor  ?     Not  the  least  danger. 

Did  you  receive  any  address  as  Governor  on  tbe  first  of 
January,  1808?     I  did. 

What  is  that  paper  ?    It  is  tbe  oriig^nal  address.    [Read.] 

By  tbe  Court,  Signed  by  bow  many  names;  It  appears 
to  have  been  totalled  83S. 

Of  the  settled  inhabitants,  the  landholders  ;  all  the  respec- 
table people,  except  a  few  as  before  mentioned;  and  it  was 
ddivefed  to  me  by  persons  who  bav«  come  over  to  witness 
tliat  these  were  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  colony. 

Afe  Ae  landholders  convicts  ?  Some  of  the  landholders 
4tfe  people  who  have  been  sent  out  as  conyicts,  and  who  have 
got  a  quantity  of  land,  to  the  extent  perhaps  of  50  or  100 
acres,  as  tidcet-^-leave-n^eo ;  others  are  regular  settlers. 
They  ane  a  mixture  of  those  people,  which  has  always  been 
the4^se  in  that  colony. 

On  the  Part  of  the  Prosecution, 
Were  any  of  them  convicts  at  tbe  time  they  signed  the 
address  ?  I  really  do  not  know :  there  may  be  some  who 
wiere  convicts,  because  many  of  the  convicts  are  emancipated 
and  have  spots  of  ground  given  them,  which  they  cultivate 
for  themselves.  There  may  be  convicts  among  them ;  i 
.  know  nothing  of  them  myself. 

\ImdgeAi».  I  understand  Captain  Bligh  to  state,  that  the 
subscriptions  to  this  address  ate  cotofo&tA  of  persons  who 
have  been  seat  as  convicts  to  the  settlement  and  of  persons 
aiio  hafve  gone  out  thitiier  as  setders,  but  he  does  not  kwm 
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their  respective  names.  That  is  followed  up  by  a  qoestioo, 
whether  any  of  those  who  signed  the  address  were  convicts  at 
the  time.  The  answer  introduces  another  description  of  per- 
sons: there  are  persons  sent  out  as  convicts  who  have  served 
their  time,  and  remain  in  the  colony  as  settlers,  and  persons 
who  went  out  originally  as  settlers,  and  there  are  persons  alao^ 
who  being  convicts  there,  still  are  at  liberty,  and  have  land 
given  them ;  therefore  there  are  three  descriptioDs  ot  per- 
sons. 

Was  Mr  John  M'Arthur  in  January,  1808,  under  chaige 
for  certain  supposed  ofiences  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  and  what  Court  Martial  met  to 
try  this  charge  on  the  25th  of  January,  1808  ?  No  Court 
Martial  whatever ;  the  Criminal  Court  met 

When  i    On  the  25th  of  January,  1808. 

To  try  this  supposed  charge  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Do  you  know  the  names  of  the  members  composiog  that 
Court?     Yes,  sir. 

State  them.  Captain  Anthony  Fenn  Kemp,  Lieut.  John 
Brabyn,  Lieut.  Wm.  Moore,  Lieut.  Thomas  Layoodc,  Lieut. 
William  Minchin,  Lieut.  William  LaWson. 

Of  what  corps  ?    All  oi  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

Who  was  at  that  time  acting  as  Judge  Advocate  in  the  set- 
tlement, what  had  he  to  do  in  the  Criminal  Court  ?  To  pie^ 
side,  according  to  act  of  parliament,  as  Judge  of  the  Court, 

On  the  part  of  the  Prosecution. 
On  the  same  day,  (that  is,  on  the  25th  of  January)  waa 
any  application  made  to  you  by  the  Judge  Advocate  for  re* 
dress  ?  If  so,  what  was  the  application,  and  against  whom 
was  it  made  ?  The  Judge  Advocate  represented  to  me  that 
he  had  been  used  extremely  ill ;  that  after  he  had  sworn  in 
the  members  of  the  Court,  the  six  officers  refused  to  swear 
him  in  until  Mr  M^Arthur  had  read  a  paper  which  was  in  his 
band,  (upon  which  the  paper  was  read)  and  Mr  Judge  Ad« 
vocate  Atkins  prevented  from  being  a  part  of  the  Court.    It 
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}  of  a  most  inflammatory  tendeDcy,  the  paper  was,  and  scur- 
rilous. 

What  did  you  do  in  consequence  of  this  application  ?  Re- 
late what  passed  between  you  and  this  Criminal  Court  on  the 
OGcasioD.  Letters  passed  between  us  to  induce  me  to  change 
the  Judge  Avocate.  I  refused  to  appoint  any  other  Judge 
Advocate,  and  declared  there  could  be  no  Court  without  him. 
They  however  would  not  swear  him  in,  or  allow  him  to  sit ; 
upon  which  they  detained  his  papers ;  and  finally,  Mr  Atkins 
reported  the  case  to  me  by  a  memorial. 

What  steps  did  you  take  with  respect  to  the  Court,  and  by 
whose  advice :  did  you  advise  with  any  body  ?  I  had  all  the 
magistrates  about  me. 

By  the  Court.  Did  you  summon  the  magistrates  to  at- 
tend, or  did  they  come  by  chance  ?  They  were  sent  for  by 
me  by  Qiessage  only,  and  they  came  :  there  was  a  consulta- 
tion; and  the  result  was,  it  was  determined  that  MrM'Ar- 
thur  should.be  arrested. 

What  consultation?  The  magistrates  and  civil  officers 
were  at  the  Government  House  at  that  time;  we  were  all 
together.  Mr  Judge  Advocate  Atkins  came  and  read  his 
memorial.  Upon  the  memorial  being  read,  circumstances 
were  then  considered  to  be  in  a  very  alarming  way,  and  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  Major  Johnston,  requesting  his  attendance 
at  Government  House ;  and  afterwards,  when  I  found  that 
Mr  M^Arthur  was  let  loose  from  the  criminal  court,  circum- 
stances were  then  thought  so  much  more  alarming  that  I  im- 
mediately sent  another  letter  to  Major  Johnston  to  come  to 
me,  as  I  wanted  his  advice  and  opinion  upon  the  circum- 
stances, as  to  what  was  necessary  to  be  done.  These  are  the 
letters  I  sent  to  Major  Johnston.  . 

Are  those  the  original  letters  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Are  those  the  letters  you  sent ;  is  that  the  letter  itself,  or  is 
it  a  copy  ?  It  is  signed  by  Mr  Griffin,  my  secretary.  I  or- 
dered my  secretary  to  sign  it,  and  his  name  is  to  it.  I  don't 
Jcnow  whether  it  is  a  copy  or  the  original. 
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Do  f  ou  know  whether  it  is  the  same  in  words  with  the  fe^ 
ter  you  sent  ?     O,  yes. 

You  saw  the  letter  before  it  was  sent  ?    I  did. 

You  dictated  it  ?    Yes.     [Hkejint  letter  read.] 

Had  you  any  answer  to  that?  To  that  ktter  I  received  a 
verbal  answer,  that  he  could  not  come :  I  thinic  it  waa,  thait 
be  had  fallen  om  of  his  chaise,  and  that  he  co«rld  not  eonse* 
This  is  the  second  letter  which  I  sent  him,  dated  Govemtneiit 
House,  the  26th  of  January,  the  day  after  the  first  was  aeM. 
[Read.] 

What  answer  did  yoe  receive  to  that ;  verbal  er  written  > 
A  verbal  answer;  all  were  verbal.  That  Major  JobaatDn 
was  too  ill  to  come,  and  he  would  endeavcur  to  get  a  penott 
to  write  an  answer  in  the  erening.  I  think  it  was  nearly  to 
that  amount. 

On  the  part  of  the  ProsecKtbm. 

Was  any  thing  stated  to  you  on  the  25th  of  Jamnrj  by  the 
Provost  Bfarshal  Mr  Gore,  relative  to  Mr  M'Arfbur  and  his 
bail?    Yes. 

What  did  yoo  do  about  that  7  Mr  Gore  declared  that  Mr 
M^Arthurwas  out  of  his  custody. 

What  did  you  do  then  ?  Myself  and  the  magtstrates  then 
took  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  a  warrant  wasissveil, 
ord^ngM'Arthur  into  cnstody. 

Who  dined  with  you  at  the  Government  House  on  the  26^ 
of  ^antiary,  and  remained  with  you  during  the  evemn^> 
There  was  Mr  Campbell,  a  norerchant,  a  gentlemao  who  had 
been  resident  in  the  cokny  for  some  years ;  Mr  Pahner,  the 
commissary;  Mr  Gkiffm,  the  secretary;  Mr  Williamson,  Ae 
deputy  commissary :  I  am  not  sure  whether  there  were  any 
other  persons  ther^  I  am  not  sure  whether  Mr  Fulton  was 
not  there,  I  rather  think  he  was  not. 

Did  you  see  any  soldiers  approach  the  Government  House 
on  that  evening  ?     Yes. 

What  soldiers,  what  nmnber  of  them,  and  at  what  6me  ? 
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At  what  time  I  alu  sore  I  caiknot  say  with  precision  ;  it  was 
about  sun-down. 

What  soldiers  were  they  ?  They  appeared  to  be  the  whole 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  or  the  greater  part  of  them ; 
there  might  be  a  few  sentinels  left  at  the  barracks. 

Were  they  there  with  their  aims?  All  with  their  arms  ; 
they  marched  up  in  battle  array,  with  their  colours  flying  and 
bayonets  fixed. 

Had  they  any  officers  with  them  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Who  were  ihey}  Major  Johnston  was  at  the  head  of 
them ;  he  was  the  commanding  officer.  Before  they  reached 
Government  House,  Lieutenant  Bell,  who  was  the  officer  of 
the  main  guard,  commonly  called  the  Governor's  guard,  ad» 
vanced  suddenly  with  his  men,  burst  through  the  gates,  and 
surrounded  the  house ;  the  principal  body,  with  Major  John- 
ston at  their  head,  marching  up  the  road  in  the  mean  time, 
came  in  afterward.  They  entered  the  house,  and  bunt 
through  the  rooms;  they  broke  open  the  door,  and  burst  into 
my  daughter's  room. 

Who  do  you  mean  by  they  ?    Some  of  the  soldiers. 

Was  there  any  artillery  ?  There  were  two  pieces  before 
the  house,  and  two  at  the  barracks,  upon  the  Parade. 

Stationed  there  ?  Stationed  there;  the  two  guns  upon  the 
Parade  were  pointed  towards  Government  House:  there 
were  two  field-pieces  likewise  before  the  boose  :  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  night  before,  without  my  knowledge,  the 
screws  were  taken  away  out  of  the  breeches. 

Was  the  direction  of  the  guns  altered ;  were  the  guns  on 
this  day  pointed  as  they  had  always  been  before  ?  Those  be- 
fore the  house  were  not  altered,  but  those  on  the  Parade 
were.  They  always  stood  with  their  muzzles  in  the  line  of 
Government  House«  but  not  pointed  directly  towards  it; 
their  position  was  usually  to  the  right. 

By  the  Court.  You  don't  mean  to  say  the  guns  were 
pointed  particularly  to  your  house  on  that  day  more  than  oq 
any  other  ?    Yes,  I  do  think  they  were. 

S  Z 
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You  say  not  those  by  your  lio«s^,  but  tiioie  tbat  wwe  «e 
the  barracks  ?    Those  that  were  at  the  barraei». 

What  distance  are  the  barracks  from  GoveoMMnt  House  ? 
I  ahould  8U|yp08eabout  400  yards^  in  a  straight  liae.  If  the 
Court  would  allow  me,  I  have  a  plan  of  the  town,  irUeh 
would  serve  to  explain  the  transaction.  [lie  flan  woMpro^ 
duced^ 

Was  any  order  to  release  Mr  M^Arthur  given  to  yon ;  and 
by  whom  was  that  order  ?  Mr  Gore  the  ftfovost  marshal 
brought  it  up  to  me  in  the  room  where  I  was  with  the  magi- 
strates; a  written  order,  signed  with  die  nraie  of  Major 
Johnston,  as  Lieotenaat  Governor. 

When  did  he  bring  it  up  ?    That  was  the  26th. 

Was  that  before  or  after  you  saw  the  soldi^s  cooaing  i^i  ta 
Government  House  ?  It  was  just  about  the  time  they  were 
marching  up :  we  saw  that  Mr  M^Arthar  had  been  liberated 
a  short  time  before  Mr  Gore  reported.  They  let  him  loose 
out  of  jail,  and  he  mixed  himself  with  the  New  South  WiAea 
Corps;  and  the  moment  they  got  him  amongst  them,  they 
marched  up  along  with  him. 

Is  that  the  order?    This  is  the  eider,  sir.     [Bioad^ 

This  is  the  order  tha*  wis  given  to  you  }  Yes  "hr,  beiore 
M^or  Johnston  came  up;  tiiat  was  prior  to  my  beiagfot  un- 
der arrest. 

You  have  abeady  stated  in  your  evidence,  that  it  wasgiven 
to  yon  about  the  samefeiiod  of  tii»e  the  soldiers  were  mantl- 
ing up  to  Govemmeot  House :  do  you  know  whose  hand- 
.writing  that  is  ?    I  tfthik  it  is  Major  Johnston^ 

Do  you  knew  it?     it  is  by  belief  that  itis. 

Have  you  suffieieat  Icnowledge  of  his  faand*writing  to  be 
able  to  swear  tibat  yoa  believe  it  is  his  ?  Yes,  air;  1  iuve 
seen  him  wrke  his  aame  frequently  ;  and  I  verily  beUdve, 
upon  my  oath,  that  it  is  has  haDd-nvriftiog. 

Was  Colonel  Johnston  tlKn,.in  fEict,  Lieuteiiant*Goveiiior ? 

.  No^  sir ;  he  was  only  Migor  Johnalon*    The  Lieuteoattt* 

Governor,  as  for  as  I  could  compreheori,  aed  who  bid  been 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX.  547 

Teptwted  as  such  in  the  Calendars,  was  Colonel  Paterson  ^ 
the  priaooer  was  only  Major  Johnaton,  commanding  the 
troops  at  beadH]iNurtar8« 

Waa  Major  Jofaoaton  the  senior  officer  present  at  head- 
Santera}    Ycs^sir. 

Judge  Jtio.  Yott  see  tbey  SFie  both  io  the  same  regi- 
n^t,  Cokmel  Paterson  and  Major  Johnston;  and  the  patent 
which  has  been  read  states,  that  on  the  death  or  absence  of 
the  Governor,  the  government  shall  devolve  upon  the  person 
who  has  the  highest  command. 

By  the  Cmtrt^  That  would  be  either  Colonel  Paterson  or 
M^r  Johnston,  the  man  who  would  have  been  Lieutenant 
Governor,  agieeably  to  your  commission,  supposing  you  had 
died}  Colooel  Pftterson;  but  Johnston  took  the  govem- 
iBcotfbr  the  time  being. 

What  distance  was  Colonel  Paterson  off  from  Port  Jack- 
aoB  }  In  a  good  sailing  vessel  a  week  or  a  fortnight  would 
perform  it. 

TAe  JPrmidmL    There  mu$t  always  have  been  a  Go- 


ds the  part  of  the  Prosecution. 
.  What  did  you  do  on  first  seeing  the  soldiers  approach  Go' 
iKmacat  House?  1  immediately  retired^  it  was  so  sudden ; 
«Bd»witkthe  gentlemen  who  were  with  me,  went  up  stairs 
into  my  own  room,  and  got  together  some  papers  which  were 
there,  and  which'  1  thought  it  necessary  to  take  care  of. 
White  tibia  was  doing,  the  gentlemen  all  left  me,  except  Mr 
lUmer^  the  eonmissary  \  and  Mr  Palmer  and  myself  were 
ttaadiog  together  at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  when  on  hearing 
the  teoops  making  a*  noise  round  the  house,  and  rushing  in, 
Mr  Palmer  went  down  \  and  as  he  reached  the  foot  of  the 
stairs,  a  paity  of  the  soldiers  rushed  past  him,  and  came  up 
to  the  head  of  the  stairs  where  he  had  left  me.  These  men 
were  in  au  iaffttfiated  state^  with  their  muskets,  and  bayonets 
fixed;  upon  which,  feeling  that  they  .were  coming  with  great 
fierceness  to  sene  mjr  peason,'!  retired  into  a  room  which  was 
2  Z2 
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upon  my  right  hand  as  I  stood  on  the  stftinsase,  Theie 
were  two  rooms  in  the  place  that  I  went  into^  an  umer  smd 
an  outer  room,  divided  from  each  other  by  a  amall  parduoo, 
with  a  door  between  them ;  I  went  into  the  inner  10001^ 
which  was  an  end  room  of  the  house,  where  there  was  a  win- 
dow, at  which  it  was  my  contemplation  how  I  coaU  posnbly 
get  clear  of  the  troops  that  had  surrounded  the  bouse,  and  get 
to  the  Hawkesbury. 

Is  the  Hawkesbury  distant?  It  is  a  district  forty  miles  in 
the  interior,  where  most  of  the  free  persons  are  settled,  with 
only  a  small  party  of  soldiers,  perhaps  fifteen  or  sixteen,  and 
where  I  was  sure  the  people  would  flock  to  my  standard,  and 
give  all  their  aid  in  defending  me.  While  I  was  in  .the  i 
which  I  have  mentioned,  the  door  between  the  two  i 
was  shut,  and  there  I  arranged  the  papers  which  I  had  got 
whh  me,  and  tore  a  number  of  them  in  order  to  lessen  mj 
bundle,  which  was  too  large  to  be  concealed  under  my  waist- 
coat. I  tore  a  great  number  of  them-,  and  a  vast  q«antily  of 
the  pieces  were  picked  up  by  John  Dunn,  my  servant,  and 
afterwards  burnt.  During  this  time  the  troops  were  runnii^ 
all  over  the  rooms ;  the  room  I  was  in  was  at  the  back  part  of 
the  house;  they  had  rummaged  every  where  except  this 
room ;  and  while  I  was  in  it  busied  about  these  papers,  the 
door  was  opened,  and  the  person  who  opened  the  door,  wiio 
was  Lieutenant  Moore,  of  the  same  corps,  said,  '<  Pooh ! 
pooh  !  you  need  not  come  in  here,  the  Governor  is  not  bene,'* 
just  in  that  indiffenent  kind  of  way ;  ^  The  Governor  is  not  in 
here,  the  Governor  is  not  to  be  found  here ;"  and  retired,  and 
the  door  was  shut  again.  I  then  heard  them  rattling  about 
the  staircase  and  nimmagiag  die  other  parts  of  the  house  in 
seareh  of  me  for  a  long  while,  and  many  bad  expressions 
made  use  of.  Afterwards  I  understood  diey  liad  been  ram- 
maging  all  the  outhouses  and  searching  the  grounds,  and  that 
they  sent  their  scouts  every  way,  as  they  apprehended  I  had 
escaped  into  the  country  and  gone  to  the  Hawkesbuiy.  I 
i\}en  beard  a  baUochballoo,  and  a  man  ery  out,  (which  was 
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•ne  Seijcant  Whittle,)  ^  Damn  my  eyes,  I  will  find  him — 
s<Mters !  come  up  stairs  again,  I  will  have  another  search ;" 
or  words  to  that  efiPect  The  fellows  came  in,  Seijeant  Whit- 
'  tie  commanded  the  party,  which  consisted  of  eight  or  tea 
men,  or  there  might  be  more  ;  they  came  with  their  mnskets, 
imd  bayonets  fixed,  into  the  room,  and  there  they  found  me. 
There  was  a  hallo-ballob  directly,  and  a  cheering,  by  the 
troops  outside,  that  the  Governor  was  found.  I  was  then  a 
little  confused  in  fixing  and  arranging  my  papers  withinside 
my  waistcoat ;  I  put  my  right  hand  up  to  prevent  them  from 
falling  through  ;  a  fellow  came  up  to  me,  and  with  his  bayo- 
net presented,  says,  ^  Damn  your  eyes,  if  you  don't  take  your 
hand  out  of  there,  I  will  whip  this  into  you  immediately."  I 
immediately  called  out,  **  Seijeant,  keep  the  man  off,  I  have 
no  arms*— stand  off."  At  this  moment,  in  the  middle  of  a 
great  crowd,  came  Lieutenant  Minchin,  creeping  through 
upm  his  hands  and  knees,  and  called  out,  ^  Seijeant,  keep 
the  men  off,  the  Governor  is  not  armed  :*'  upon  which  Mr 
Minchin  took  hold  of  me  by  the  arm,  and  led  me  downstairs, 
teUing  me  that  Major  Johnston  wanted  me  below;  and  ac-* 
cordingly  I  was  obliged  to  go  below. 

Was  any  letter  then  given  to  you;  and  if  so,  by  whom? 
lieutenant  Moore  was  the  first  person  that  came  up  to  me 
whh  a  letter. 

'  When  you  got  down  stairs?  When  I  got  down  stairs, after 
I  had  entered  the  drawing-room.  Lieutenant  Moore  brought 
me  a  letter.  Communicating  with  the  drawing-room  is  an 
outer  room,  called  the  dining  parlour ;  on  being  led  into  these 
rooms,  I  found  troops  stationed  all  round  the  walls^  just  like 
a  Roberspierrean  party,  or  a  revolutionary  tribunal ;  while 
other  troops  like  sentinels  surrounded  the  house,  having  a 
party  with  them,  consisting  of  a  few  of  the  inhabitants. 

Is  that  the  letter  thai  was  given  to  you  ?    This  is  the  letter 
which  was  delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Moore. 
Do  you  know  by  whom  it  is  signed?    It  is  signed  by  M^^or 
•  Johnston. 
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.  Is  that  hit  htnd^ writing?    Yes,  it  is,  sii^; 

To  whom  is  it  addressed  ?    To  myself  William  Btigls  Esq. 

Not  directed  to  the  Gbvteraor  ?    Not  at  all. 

How  is  it  directed  ?  '^  Ob  Us  Mjyest/s  serrice.  Wfflbfli 
Btigh,  fisqaiie,  F.  R.  &  &e." 

Nov  read  the  letter?     [Egad.] 

Did  fott  afterwaids  see  Colonel  Johnston  faiinself  ?  Yes, 
sir;  there  was  a  nwflsage  bioiight  that  Maj<vJohnslaDwasit»d 
to  speak  to  ne;  and  just  as  I  received  it,  as  I  wasmoviog  ibr* 
ward,  he  met  ine  at  the  door  of  the  drnwiag^ioom. 

Who  wefe  present  when  yon  saw  him  ?  Mr  ChobfiB,  mj 
soeretary,  I  believe,  was  present,  and  Mr  Campbell;  I  don't 
toow  whether  some  o£  my  servants  may  not  have  beeD  then 
abo. 

Whal  passed  wben  you  saw  Colonel  Johnston  ?  What  he 
said  was  jiiat  to  the  amount  of  die  letter;  that  he  bad  putme 
under  arrest  by  die  advice  of  his  officers,  and  therefcre  oesn- 
manded  me  to  remain  under  the  arrest  that  be  had  placed 
me  in. 

To  your  own  knowledge,  was  any  thing  done  to  yonr  pa- 
pers, public  and  private,  and  by  whom  ?  Yes,  sir. 
'  Only  state  what  joxx  know  ycnuiselt  I  know  tfaat  cfvery 
diing,r-«my  commission,  all  my  papers,  a  cid>inet,  and  ilesk, 
that  were  in  one  of  the  rooms, — ^were  taken  posscssiod  of  bf 
Mr  iduoL  Bbxbmd,  who  is  one  of  tfaoae  gentibemen  that  bave 
come  home ;  Mr  Grimes,  Mr  Jamiescm,  Dr  Townaon,  and 
Mr  Biasoell,  as  named  ki  my  dispatch,  which  I  will  take  mj 
aofemn  oatfa  is  every  word  of  it  correct  These  were  taken 
poescssioo  of,  idl  my  private  drawers  ransacked,  every  tfaiag 
was  taken  out  of  this  room,  and  hud<Hed  into  anotber,  where 
Acy  wsere  kicked  up,  the  door  sealed,  and  two  aeotries  pat 
over  it^  Aat  I  might  have  no  access  to  die  papers. 
.  Who  were  then  left  with  you,  and  iif  what  state  weieyoa 
left  ?  I  wa^  left  witb  only  two  ladies;  one  of  dietamy  dlM^b- 
ter,  theoduvwas  a  Mrs  Fblmer:  die  servamt  semaiDCll  in 
the  house. 
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Did  you  mak^  fisiy  appUcatioD  itlatim  to  your  aecretary^ 
Mr  Griffin?    Yes,  I  did. 

What  was  that  a|iplicatian ;  to  whom  did  you  mAe  it,  and 
what  was  the  answer }  I  si^  '<  Mi^r  Jobosun,  i  suppose 
you  will  not  take  my  secretary  away,  he  may  reoiaia  with 
me  ?"  for  all  the  magistrates  were  fioUed  aad  eairied  I  knew 
not  where,  I  knew  nodiing  of  where  they  were  carried  till  af- 
terwards ;  there  was  only  a  Mr  Campbell  at  this  time  in  the 
house.  Major  Johnston  said,  ''  O  yes,  certainly,  Mr  Griffin 
may  remain— but  stop,"  says  h^  <<Mr  Ba;^y,"  (Mr  Bayly 
was  the  person  who  brougfit  etery  message  to  me,  and  was 
the  secretary  of  Major  Johnston  ever  afterward,) — ^Major 
Johnston  said,  ^  Stop,  Mr  Bayly,  go  and  ads  the  iBhabitants 
outside,  whether  they  apfKove  of  Mr  Griffin's  remaining 
here.''  Away  he  ran :  he  was  absent  I  suppose  about  a  mi- 
nute, or  not  so  much ;  then  be  comes  back  to  Maj<Nr  Jobn- 
ston^  'and  says,  <*  It  is  not  approved  of."  In  oonsequence, 
the  secretary  was  not  suffered  to  remain  with  me ;  and  I  was 
left  the  only  person  in  the  honse  with  my  daughter  and  Mrs 
Palmer,  as  I  before  stated. 

Where  were  you  left?    In  my  own  house. 

From  this  time  who  acted  as  Governor  ?    Major  Johnston. 

Do  you,  of  yoar  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  acts  cr  pro- 
clamations of  Colonel  Johnston,  at  or  about  this  time,  relating 
to  martial  law,  or  to  the  superseding  of  your  officers,  and  the 
appQintment  of  others  ?  Yes,  I  heard  it  menticmed  in  the 
house  at  the  time,  that  Major  JcAnston — 

Do  you  kfiow  what  was  done  with  your  public  and  privnte 
papers  ?  They  were  all  put  into  one  room  on  the  night  of 
the  26th. 

What  has  become  of  them  since  ?  On  the  27th,  or  the 
day  after,  committees  were  appointed,  by  a  written  eider 
from  Major  Johnston,  to  come  and  examine  my  papers. 

How  do  you  know  they  were  written  orders  ?  Because 
the  secretary,  Mr  Bayly,  hfought  the  orders  he  wm  t#  act 
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upooy  and  the  papers  tbeniflelvea  are  ibrth*coiDing  to  show 
that  Major  Johnston  directed  it* 

Yoa  saw  this  written  order?  Yes,  they  came  to  me  mth 
it :  Bayly  walked  in  at  the  heed  of  this  committee,  as  tlie 
principal  mover  of  the  thing,  and  read  the  paper  That  Itis 
honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  had  ordered  them  to  coibe 
and  do  so  and  so. 

Was  any  thing  done  with  respect  to  your  estabUsbment  at 
'  this  time,  as  to  allowances  ?     Yes,  there  was. 

What?  Major  Johnston  informed  me  by  letter,  that 
whatever  I  might  want  would  be  furnished  me,  and  charged 
according  to  the  Government  prices,  or  the  prices  then  ex- 
isting in  the  colony,  and  that  an  account  of  such  charges 
should  be  transmitted  home  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  to  know  whether  I  was  to  pay  them  or  not. 

Have  you  got  that  letter?    Yes. 

By  the  Court.  Your  allowance  was  to  cease  firom  that 
time  ?    I  did  not  consider  so. 

But  you  understand  so  from  that  order  ?    No. 

What  was  the  use  of  the  order  ?  I  could  not  understand 
what  the  order  meant,  further  than  that  I  was  to  have  what  I 
wanted,  but  I  was  to  pay  for  it. 

Why  should  you  not  pay  for  what  you  had?  The  rations 
and  whatever  things  are  takeri  out  of  the  government  stores  io 
the  settlement  are  issued  under  the  orders  of  the  Govemcv,  by 
the  commissary,  and  he  takes  an  account  of  it;  all  the  Go- 
vernor's provisions  come  from  the  Government  stock,  and 
the  Governor  would  have  nothing  to  eat  if  he  had  not  the 
command  of  the  Government  stock ;  the  Governor  has  the 
sole  power  to  use  every  thing,  and  if  he  had  not  the  command 
of  the  Government  stock  he  would  have  nothing  to  live  upon 
but  salt  meat. 

On  the  part  of  the  Prosecution^ 
Where,  and  in  what  state,  were  you  kept  during  the  time 
that  Colonel  Johnston  continued  to  act  as  the  Governor  ?     I 
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was  ooofined  to  GovemmeDt  Hou9e,  with  permittion  froin 
Major  Johnston  to  go  any  where  in  the  garden  for  the  air^ 
having  sentineb  to  attend  roe^  whose  orders  were  to  keep  at 
about  siK paces  from  me;  which  orders  they  in  general  strict- 
ly fulfilled, — so  much  so,  that  at  times,  when  my  daughter 
has  been  waUung  with  me  arm  in  arm,  we  could  not  speak 
for  the  interruption  of  a  sentinel ;  we  could  say  nothing  to 
each  other  in  close  conversation,  the  sentinels  kept  so  cbse 
to.  tts ;  we  were  insulted  and  treated  in  the  most  cruel 
manner. 

Who  succeeded  Colonel  Johnston  in  the  government,  and 
when  ?  Major  Johnston  continued  in  the  government  till 
July,  1808, 1  believe,  when  Colonel  Foveaux  came.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  about  the  2^h  of  July  that  Colonel  Foveaux  ar- 
rived. 

By  the  Court.  Is  Colonel  Foveaux  senior  officer  to  Co- 
lonel Paterson?  No,  he  is  not  senior  to  Colonel  Paterson  ; 
he  came  out  from  England  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Nor- 
folk Island,  and  brought  a  letter  to  me  from  the  Secretary  of 
'  State,  requiring  me  not  to  suffer  him  to  remain  at  Port  Jack- 
son, but  to  send  him  off  to  Norfolk  Island,  there  to  carry  into 
execution  the  orders  that  were  contained  in  my  dispatch.  Ha 
brought  me  this  letter.  I  informed  Colonel  Foveaux  what 
my  orders  were,  and  he  had  himself  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Upon  his  arrival,  having  a  sanguine  hope  that 
be  would  unite  with  me  in  getting  the  colony  again  into  my 
hands,  I  sent  some  of  my  friends  to  wait  upon  him.  Mr 
M^Arthur,  however,  and  hb  adherents  had  got  to  the  ship 
irst,  and  my  friends  could  only  succeed  in  getting  a  letter 
on  board,  but  which  they  did,  uid  he  received  it.  The  letter 
fram  me  was  my  positive  orders,  as  Commander  in  Chieiv 
that  he  should  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  and  reinstate  me  in  my  government. 

On  the  part  of  the  Prosecution. 
Where  aad  in  what  state  were  you  when  Colonel  Pgveaux 
4  A 
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sacceeded  Major  Johnston  ?  I  remained  in  tlie  Goveitmieat 
House  confined,  and  suffered  many  indignities  until  the  first 
of  January,  1809,  when  Colonel  Paterson  arrived. 

Who  succeeded  Colonel  Foi^eaux?     Colonel  Paterswi. 

When  ?    On  the  first  of  January,  1809. 

That  is^  he  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  first  of  January,  1 809. 
Yes,  he  arrired  then. 

How  long  did  you  remain  under  arrest  ?  From  the  26«* 
of  January,  1808,  until  the  20th  of  February,  1809,  at  which 
time  I  got  possession  of  my  ship,  in  which  I  W2is  proclaimed, 
or  rather,  I  was  proscribed,  as  an  outlaw,  and  every  person  in 
the  colony  was  ordered,  upon  pain  of  punishment,  not  to  sup- 
ply me  or  my  family  with  any  food  or  article  whatever.  I 
was  completely  outlawed ;  and  in  this  situation  I  remained 
till  about  the  middle  of  January,  1810,  when  I  determined, 
having  waited  with  great  impatience,  and  no  succours  coming 
to  me  for  two-years,  to  proceed  to  head  quarters,  there  to  wait^ 
and  to  support  myself  in  the  best  manner  I  could  by  seizing 
provisions  out  of  the  shipping,  whieh  was  the  only  means  I 
had.  I  did  seize  them :  but  on  my  arrival  at  Sydney,  I 
found  that  Colonel  Macquaire  of  the  73d  regiment  had  ar- 
rived, with  orders  from  his  Majesty  to  reinstate  me  in  my  go- 
vernment. 

When  was  this  ?  The  middle  of  January,  1810 ;  Colonel 
Macquarie  arrived  in  December,  1809, 1  believe  the  last  day 
of  the  year.  I  had  been  just  two  years  without  hearing  a 
word  from  England.  I  went  to  Sydney,  not  only  to  wait 
there,  but  intending  to  defend  myself  when  I  was  there  ;  be- 
cause had  there  been  no  change  of  government,  they  would 
have  attacked  me  the  moment  they  arrived. 

Where  did  you  remain  during  the  time  you  were  under 
arrest  ?    At  the  Government  House. 

Then  on  the  20th  of  February,  1809,  you  state  that  you  got 
possession  of  a  ship  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Where  did  you  get  possession  of  that  ship  ?  It  was  hia 
Majesty's  ship  the  Porpoise,  which  I  commanded. 
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Wfaere  was  she  lying  ?    She  was  lying  in  Sydney  C!ove. 

That  is  opposite  Government  House  ?  It  is  Of^posite  Go- 
i^ernment  House,  but  I  had  been  carried  to  close  confine- 
ment before  that  by  Major  Johnston ;'  I  was  taken  up  to  a 
6ubaltern's  barrack  because  I  would  not  consent  to  give  up 
•my  ship. 

You  have  stated  that  you  were  under  confinement  in  -the 
Government  House  from  the  26th  of  Januaiy,  1808,  to  the 
20th  of  February,  1809?     Yes,  sir. 

Now  you  say  before  the  end  of  that  period. you  were  taken 
up  to  the  barracks  ?  Speaking  generally  to  the  question, 
.that  was  the  answer :  I  was  under  arrest  till  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1809,  for  the  most  part  in  the  Government  House  ; 
but  within  that  period  of  time  a  proposal  was  made  to  me  by 
Colonel  Paterson ;  that  is,  Major  Johnston  came  down  with 
orders  from  Colonel  Paterson. 

Aire  you  speaking  now  to  what  you  know  ?    Yes. 

How  do  you  know  that  Major  Johnston  came  down  to  you 
with  orders  from  Colonel  Paterson  ?  Because  he  shewed  me 
the  orders;  he. and  Captain  Abbott  came  down  to  Govern- 
ment House  from  Colonel  Paterson,  with  written  orders  first 
of  all  that  I  sliould  give  up  his  Majesty.'s  ship  the  Porpoise,  to 
go  according  to  their  own  direction  to  Norfolk  Island  or  some 
where  else.  My  answer  was,  I  will  never  comply  with  any 
orders  from  you  ;  and  it  is  at  your  peril,  and  at  the  peril  of 
any  one  else,  to  take  that  ship,  with  my  broad  pendant,  from 
me,  sir;  you  shall  not  have  her.  Then  the  prisoner  said,  I 
am  very  sony,  sir,  but  I  have  orders,  that  unless  you  comply 
with  his  Honours  request,  you  are  to  proceed  with  us  up  to 
a  subaltern's  barrack,  which  is  prepared  for  you  at  the  bar- 
racks. I  then  desired  that  I  might  have  the  order,  which  was 
not  granted  ;  but  my  secretary  was  allowed  to  take  a  copy  of 
it,  which  was  compared  with  the  original.  Their  Majesties' 
pictures  were  at  the  end  of  the  room  covered  with  a  piece  of 
gauze :  ^*  I  said  to  Colonel  Johnston,  It  is  a  fortunate  thing 
their  Majesties'  faces  are  covered,  that  they  cannot  see  this 
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transaction  :  upon  whicB  Major  Johnston  replied,  ^*  Sir,  yon 
must  go  with  us/' 

Then  you  went  with  Major  Johnston  to  diis  subaltern's 
barrack  ?    Yes. 

How  long  did  you  remain  there  ?  About  a  week.  .  Thej 
took  me  to  tbb  subaltern's  barrack,  and  my  daughter  ran  after 
me,  just  seizing  hold  of  my  arm  as  we  entered;  shefiunted 
away  in  my  arms.  I  called  to  Major  Johnston  to  get  me 
some  water;  but  instead  of  procuring  any,  thinking  this  was 
the  time  to  get  the  better  of  me,  while  my  daughter  was  in 
this  sitiMtion,  he  came  up  with  a  fresh  message  firom  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  to  tell  me,  *<  Sir,  I  am  come  whli  an 
order  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  that  you  are  to  prepare 
yourself  to  embark  on  board  the  Estramina  (which  is  a  small 
schooner)  as  soon  as  she  arrives."  tasked  Major  Johnston 
where  she  was  going :  he  said,  ^l  don't  know,**  made  a  low 
bow,  and  retired;  and  the  whole  affair  was  conducted  with  as 
much  awfel  ceremony  as  possible. 

What  became  of  yoa  at  the  expiration  of  the  week  ?     At 
the  expiration  of  the  week  I  was  permitted  to  return  to  tfie 
Government  House,  under  conditions.     Upon   my  being 
placed  in  the  barracks,  I  remained  there  for  a  week,  during 
whidi  time  there  was  a  good  deal  said  to  induce  ne  to  give 
up  the  command  of  my  ship;  and  at  last  it  came  to  a  treaty 
and  agreement  with  Ck>Ionel  Paterson,  that  I  should  go  home 
in  the  Gambier,  a  merchant-ship;  and  the  farce  was  catried 
so  far,  that  I  was  desired  to  mark  out  such  accommodations  as 
I  wished  to  have  on  board  the  ship.    I  sent  a  statement  of 
the  accommodations  which  I  thought  would  be  necessary,  to 
Colonel  Paterson.    He  sent  me  back  word  that  the  accom* 
modations  1  had  marked  out  were  too  large ;  and  I  learned 
afterward,  that  Mr  M'Arthur  and  Major  Johnston  were  to  go 
home  in  this  vessel.    It  was  a  large  ship,  and  they  did  ulti« 
mately  proceed  to  England  in  her.    When  this  was  determi- 
ned upon,  I  desired  to  have  no  further  communicatkins  in 
writing;  but  that. if  any  thing  was  to  be  done  tbey  should 
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senA  aa  officer.  Mr  Finucane  then  came,  and  made  propo- 
sals for  my  taking  the  command  of  my  ship  the  Porpoise. 

Who  was  Mr  Finucane  if  He  was  secretary  to  Colojoel 
Fouveauz  at  that  time. 

What  were  the  terms  i  For  me  to  return  to  England.  I 
took  the  Porpoise  upon  the  terms  they  had  proposed  to  me; 
and  the  moment  I  got  the  command  of  the  Porpoise  I  took 
care  to  keep  it,  and  would  not  sufler  any  of  their  terms,  or 
any  tiling  which  they  said,  to  have  the  least  influence  upon 
my  mind ;  I  took  the  command  of  the  ship,  and  the  command 
<»f  the  oolony  again,  by  which  means  I  saved  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  many  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  I  considered  my- 
self, the  oioment  I  got  on  board  my  ship,  as  the  legal  Gover- 
nor of  the  country,  and  so  I  considered  myself  to  the  last. 

Then  you  went  straight  from  the  Inirracks  to  the  Porpoise  ? 
1  went  from  Government  House  to  the  P<»rpoise. 

But  you  stated,  that  when  this  proposal  was  made  to  you, 
you  were  confined  in  the  barracks  ?  Upon  my  agreeing  to 
the  terms  which  they  proposed  the  carriage  was  brought,  and 
I  was  taken  back  to  Grovemment  House,  whence  I  was  to 
embark. 

How  long  did  you  remain  in  Government  House  before 
you  embarked?  I  should  think  about  a  fortnight,  or  a  little 
better;  they  agreed  that  I  should  embaiic  on  the  20th  y  I  was 
more  anxious  to  embark  on  the  20th  than  they  were,  for  if  I 
had  waited  till  the  21st,  I  believe  they  would  not  ha^e  permit* 
ted  me  to  embark  at  all. 

On  the  20th  of  what  month  did  you  embark  ?  Of  Febru- 
ary, 1809. 

You  have  said,  in  the  former  part  of  your  examination,  that 
you  remained  under  arrest  from  the  26th  of  January,  1809 ; 
then,  you  say,  you  took  possession  of  the  Porpoise?  Yes,  sir; 
that  is  correct. 

In  which  situation  you  remained  till  the  middle  of  January^ 
1810 ;  you  remained  on  board  the  Porpoise  all  that  time  ? 
All  that  time. 
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Where  were  you  in  the  Porpoise  ?  At  the  Derwent,  wak- 
ing for  succoursw  I  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  to  the  Derweot 
on  the  1 7th  of  March^  having  taken  possession  of  the  ship  the 
20th  of  February :  the  people  thought  I  was  going  to  Eng- 
tand) — that  was  the  condition  on  which  the  ship  had  been 
given  up  to  me;  but  instead  of  going  to  England,  I  took  the 
command  again,  and  went  to  the  southward. 

Did  you  land  at  the  Derwent  ?  Yes,  sir ;  and  saw  Cohmel 
ColUns  there,  who,  when  I  arrived,  united  himself  to  me,  and 
I  landed. 

He  acknowledged  your  authority  ?  He  adcnowledged  my 
authority,  he  was  very  happy  to  see  me,  and  we  remained 
there  on  the  best  terms  a  week  or  a  fortnight;  when  a  Ga- 
zette containing  a  proclamation  was  sent  down  from  Colonel 
Paterson  at  head-quart,ers,  proscribing  me  and  my  iamily,  and 
prohibiting  all  descriptions  of  persons  from  having  any  com- 
munication  with  me.  Colonel  Paterson  wrote  at  the  same 
time  to  Colonel  Collins  in  such  a  way,  that  nothing  I  could 
say  to  him  could  prevent  his  mind  being  alieimted  from  me. 
I  had  been  accustomed  always  to  sleep  on  board  my  ship;, 
leaving  my  daughter  on  shore  for  the  sake  of  her  health  at  the 
Government  House,  with  her  servants;  in  short,  I  did  not 
dare  to  quit  my  ship  at  night,  because  I  had  my  suspicions; 
and  die  first  symptom  I  perceived  of  Colonel  Collins's  being 
inclined  to  unite  with  the  Lieutenant-Govemor  was,  that 
proceeding  one  morning  about  eight  o'clock  to  my  daughter's 
apartments,  I  found  the  sentinel  was  taken  from  off  the 
door. 

When  was  this  ?  About  a  fortnight  after  I  had  been 
there ;  between  that  and  three  weeks. 

The  sentinel  had  been  placed  over  the  door  as  a  mark  of 
respect?  Yes,  sir;  every  mark  of  respect,  by  salutes  and 
otherwise,  was  shewn  to  me  up  to  this  moment. 

By  Colonel  Collins?  By  Colonel  Collins.  This  circum- 
stance struck  me  with  a  good  deal  of  suspicion :  I  desired 
my  daughter  to  take  hold  of  my  arm ;  and  having  walked  ottt 
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a  little  way,  I  told  her  what  I  thought.  I  said  to  her,  "  1 
will  direct  the  boat's  crew,  as  many  as  we  can  muster,  to  get 
your  things  out  of  your  room,  for  this  is  so  suspicious  a  cir- 
cumstance that  I  will  take  you  on  board  instantly ;"  and  I 
got  her  on  board  immediately.  There  I  remained ;  Colonel 
Collins  having  united  with  the  orders  that  were  sent  down 
from  Port  Jackson,  which  I  endeavoured  publidy  to  counter- 
act as  much  as  was  in  my  power :  nevertheless,  Colonel  Col- 
lins remained  united  with  Colonel  Paterson,  and  were  no 
longer  upon  any  friendly  footing. 

Then  you  remained  on  board  your  vessel  ?  I  remained  on 
board  my  vessel,  getting  some  trivial  supplies  from  the  cap- 
tains of  ships,  and  some  fresh  beef  I  got  from  a  man  of  the 
name  of  George  Guest,  who  did  it  in  opposition  to  Colonel 
Collins,  setting  him  at  defiance.  Of  a  few  poor  unfortunate 
settlers,  who  endeavoured  to  get  ofiF  a  few  fowls  and  some 
mutton  to  my  daughter,  some  were  seized  and  flogged,  and 
one  poor  man,  whose  name  was  Belbin,  received,  I  believe, 
four  or  five  hundred  lashes,  and  was  imprisoned,  for  the  relief 
he  had  given  to  my  daughter. 

You  remained  on  board  your  ship  till  you  returned  to  Syd- 
ney, in  the  middle  of  January,  1810  ?    Just  so. 

There  you  found  Colonel  Macquarie  arrived,  with  orders  to 
reinstate  you  ?    To  reinstate  me  in  my  command. 

How  far  is  the  Derwent  from  Sydney?  It  b  considered 
about  ten  days'  or  a  fortnight's  sail. 

Is  that  Colonel  Johnston's  hand-writing  ?     Yes,  sir,  it  is. 

Gov.  Bligh.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  the  Court,  there 
was  a  proclamation  issued  in  the  beginning  of  this  business 
which  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  which  shews  the  cha- 
racter of  the  whole  of  the  transaction  better  than  any  thing 
else :  it  is  a  turbulent  proclamation,  ending — "  Soldiers,  you 
have  done  your  duty!  you  have  now  put  the  credit  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  on  a  footing  which  is  not  to  be 
shaken  !*' — in  short,  worded  in  all  the  revolutionary  phraseo- 
logy of  France. 
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A  Meniber.    Have  you  that  proclaqaation  ?    Yes^  sir  ;  k 
shall  be  produced  to-morrow.    Adjourned. 

The  Second  Dajf  was  mostly  occupied  in  explaining  tbe 
evidence  before  given.  It  also  appeared,  as  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate observed,  Mhat  Governor  Bligli,  upon  his  return  to 
Sydney,  had  delivered  to  him,  by  Governor  Macquarie,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  him,  Captain  Bligh,  stating, 
that  directions  were  sent  out  by  Governor  Macquarie  to  rein* 
state  him  in  the  government  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  he 
was  to  be  superseded  by  Colonel  Macquarie.  Then  the  fact 
appeared,  that  Grovemor  Bligh  was  not  reinstated,  and  that  the 
reason  of  that  was,  that  he  was  absent  from  Sydney  at  the 
time  that  Colonel  Macquarie  arrived;  therefcve  Colonel  Mac- 
quarie had  but  one  alternative  to  follow,  either  to  leave  the 
colony  without  a  Governor  until  Captain  Bligh  should  return^ 
or  ta  assume  the  government  himself;  and  having  once  as- 
sumed it,  he  could  not  dq)ose  himself  in  order  to  reinstate 
Governor  Bligh  for  twenty-four  hours.'  The  letter  was  pio* 
duced,  directed  to  Governor  Bligh  \  and  this  letter,  Govenxir 
Bligh  stated,  was  delivered  to  him,  on  his  arrival  at  Sydney, 
by  Governor  Macquarie. 

Third  Day.    Governor  Bligh  cross-examined  by  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Johnston. 

It  appears  by  your  evidence,  that  you  acted  as  Governor  of 
New  South  Wales  about  seventeen  months :  had  you  ever 
been  before  that  time  in  a  situation  that  gave  you  the  com- 
mand of  land  forces  ?  No;  marines  I  have,  but  not  the  jre*> 
gular  troops  of  the  line. 

How  often  has  it  happened,  in  the  course  of  your  service  in 
the  navy,  that  you  have  found  it  necessary  to  bring  officers  or 
others  to  courts  martial  for  mutiny  or  other  similar  offences? 
I  think  about  twice,  I  have  brought  persons  to  a  court  martial ; 
twice  or  thrice,  I  suppose,  in  the  course  of  forty  years  con- 
stant and  active  service. 
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How  many  courts  martial  have  yoa  obtained  against  indi'^ 
viduals  for  other  offences  ?  Really,  gentlemen,  it  is  hard  foe 
me  to  answer  such  a  questbn;  the  world  knows  perfectly 
weilj  that  in  1787  there  was  a  mutiny  on  board  the  ship 
Bounty ;  I  presume  that  is  what  they  allude  to;  I  don't  know 
any  other  mutiny  that  I  have  had  any  thing  to  do  with,  except 
that  dreadful  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  in  which,  of  course,  I  was 
not  particulKtly  concerned. 

How  often  has  it  happened,  in  the  course  of  your  senrice 
in  the  navy,  that  you  have  found  it  necessar)  to  bring  indivi* 
duals  to  courts  martial  for  mutiny  or  similar  offences?  Oh ! 
for  mutiny— in  the  year  1787>  when  the  ship  Bounty  was 
taken  from  my  command  by  the  mutiny  of  the  people^  and 
myself  with  some  others  turned  into  an  open  boat,  and  set 
adrift  from  the  ship  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  these  circum- 
stances stand  recorded  in  public  history,  and  prove  that  the 
way  in  which  I  was  turned  out  of  that  ship  was  most  honour- 
able to  me  as  commander  of  her,  and  on  the  public  trial  of 
the  mutineers,  when  the  members  of  the  Court  were  invest!* 
fating  the  case,  and  a  witness  was  giving  evidence,  they  put 
this  question  to  him :  *^  In  what  situation  was  your  captain 
when  the  mutineer  officers  were  standing  with  their  swords 
drawn  round  him  ?"  he  replied,  **  Standing  in  his  shirt  with 
his  hands  tied  behind  his  back." 

[Here  the  Judge  Advocate  oflbred  some  observations,  after 
which  Grovemor  Bligfa  proceeded.] 

If  the  Court  vi^ald  allow  me,  I  would  say  this  in  explana- 
tion. In  the  year  17879 1  was  sent  out  in  the  command  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Bounty,  to  bring  the  bread-fruit  from  Otaheite 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  to  explore  the  passage  between  New 
Holland  and  New  Guinea.  In  the  eourse  of  this  voyage  it 
was  that  a  part  of  my  crew  mutinied;  they  seized  and  tied, 
me  in  my  shirt,  with  my  hands  behind  my  back,  and  put  me 
at  last  into  the  boat,  and  then  set  us  adrift.  We  were  forty- 
eight  days  and  nights  without  any  relief,  and  with  scarcely 
any  food  to  support  life:  however,  I  got  home  at  last,  havin|^ 
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escaptdl  tbe  gmte«t  daageia  of  cKoMte  and  the  aea*     lis- 
nedjatcly  upon  my  coming  home,  my  King  called  apon  me 
a  secoMl  time  to  proceed  oa  the  same  voyage,  which  was 
beside  the  most  dangerous  voyage  that  oould  then  be  per- 
feraied,  as  no  man  at  that  time  knew  any  thing  about  tbe 
f^eogiaphy  of  that  part  of  tbe  world.    I  was  allowed  to  fit  out 
two  ships  ill  any  manner  that  I  lihed :  I  did  fit  out  tiro 
ships,  and  sailed  on  the  voyage.    In  the  meannime;,  while  I 
was  fitting  those  ships  out,  a  ship  was  sent  in  search  of  the 
miltiiieem  ;  that  ship  was  tlie  Pandom:  it  was  equipped,  and 
Usmled.    I  went  upon  tbe  voyage  wliich  I  had  been  ordered 
upon,  aftd  returned,  after  fuHy  accomplishing  the  objects  erf* 
my  mbsion;  and  upon  my  return,  I  found  the  Pandora  had 
gone  out  hut  had  not  returned,  for  she  got  i^round  in  the 
very  passage  between  New  Guinea  and  New  HoUsmd  which  I 
liad  been  sent  oirt  to  explore,  and  was  lost,  and  it  was  a  mir»» 
eia  that  the  captain  and  any  oi  the  men  reached  home  i^pnin. 
But  although  the  ship  got  inui  this  dangerous  skualioo,  the 
captain  did  not  fof^l  bis  duty  to  secure  the  mutineers :  he 
had  been  fortunate  enoughs  lay  hold  of  some  of  them,  and 
he  brought  them  home.    I  was  afeM4{t  all  thai  time,  oa  that 
inost  dangerous  voyage,  and  these  me^^re  brot^bt  home  ; 
they  were  tried  in  my  absence^  most  of  tMHf  ^^«"«  cooHicled, 
some  were  executed,  and  some  were  reprieve)Ar 

Thca  do  I  understand  your  answer  to  be,  th^  ^^^  ""^  ^^ 
the  Bounty  are  the  only  peiioos  brought  to  a  cou)*  «iartial  for 
mutiny  with  which  you  ba?e  ever  had  any  concert  V^  ^^' 
ing  stated  what  that  transactioa  was?  Those  areV^'  ^  "* 
coUeet.  \ 

Tlieo  another  question  is.  How  many  courts  martial  bV*y*^ 
obtained  against  imUviduals  for  odier  oflences?  To  thl^^*^^ 
of  my  recollectioo,  ahont  three  j  hut  if  there  have  bcaea  flF« 
s(X)pe,irthe  prisoner  will  be  so  good  as  to  meotbn  thei^' 
will  tell  hiiu  wiietlier  he  is  xiglit  or  not.  '     \ 

Have  you  ever  been  brougk  to  a  oeart  martial,  and  ftir  ^ 
what  >    I  was  hroqght  \a  a  conrtr  nartkl  for  the  lo9s  of  tlie 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX.  56S 

Bounty':  and  my  lieittdnant^  who,  I  linderstiiodi,  k  now  turned 
out  of  the  service,  brougiit  me  to  a  trial  when  I  coflainidided 
bis  Majesty's  ship  the  Warrior,  a  8e?enty*feur. 

Aiid  for  what  ?  the  latter  part  of  the  quesdon  is.— J  eaiiBOt 
say  how  the  charge  was  worded ;  but  the  amount  of  it,  I  rt^ 
eoll^ct,  was,  that  I  had  seat  for  him  to  do  fals  duty  ^heii  he 
lud  a  lame  foot,  which  he  had  embarked  oo  boanl  the  ship 
witl^  bat  made  a  pretence  of  k  wlieu  I  sent  for  him  on  duty, 
and  said  that  it  was  an  act  of  tyranny  on  my  part  to  send  for 
him,  or  the  word  might  be,  oppression. 

What  was  the  result  of  that  last  court  martial  to  which  yea 
hsLVe  spoken  ?  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that 
the  a&ir  tenaunated  with  the  Court,  saying,  they  recom*- 
mended  to  Captain  Bligh  to  be  more  cautious  in  Us  expres- 
sions ;  I  think  that  was  just  to  the  amount  of  it,  word  for 
word. 

When  you  had  prohibited  the  traffic  in  spirits,  dkl  you  en- 
force the  order  you  had  issued  with  impartiality?  In  the 
most  impartial  manner. 

Was  not  Andrew  Thomson  your  bailiff  convicted  by  the 
magistrates  in  the  penalty  of  100/.  for  selling  part  of  a  pun- 
cheon of  spirits;  and  did  you  not  remit  the  penalty?  An- 
drew Thomson  was  the  man  who  had  charge  of  a  little  farm 
of  mine ;  it  was  through  my  rigid  impartiality  that  he  was  de* 
tected  in  the  offence  of  making  an  improper  use  of  a  quantity 
of  sjurits  which  had  been  intrusted  to  his  care  fordistribv- 
tkm  among  the  settlers  in  the  interior;  and  it  was  by  my  order 
to  the  Judge  Advocate  that  he  was  brought  to  trial ;  and  I 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  afterwards;  he  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  magistrates,  and  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with 
him. 

The  latter  part  of  the  question  is,  And  dkl  you  not  remit 
the  penalty  ?  No;  I  recollect  nothing  of  the  kind,  of  remit- 
ting the  penalty ;  1  was  so  incensed,  I  thought  the  penalty  too 
light :  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  which  I 
thought  deserving  of  the  highest  punishment,  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


564  APPENDIX, 

Did  yon  immediately  dismiss  him  from  your  serrice  }  I 
dismissed  him  from  my  service  so  far,  that  I  never  allowed 
him  to  come  near  me  afterwards :  the  usurpatioo  came  on 
very  soon  afterwards,  and  there  were  several  things  he  had  to 
account  for,  but  he  never  came  into  my  confidence  agaiD, 
though  he  supplicated  in  the  strongest  manner ;  but  there 
were  some  circumstances  of  my  aflkirs  which  I  had  to  aetde 
with  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  come  to  me  for  that  pur* 
pose,  and  I  saw  him  upon  that  occasion. 

Was  he  not  always  continued  as  your  agent;  and  did  he 
not  in  that  quality  correspond  with  you  in  the  most  confiden- 
tial manner  ?  He  had  the  impudence  to  address  me  on  other 
subjects  beside  the  little  trust  which  was  confided  in  him, 
and  I  reprimanded  him  for  it  in  the  severest  manner. 

A  Member.  Was  the  penalty  remitted  by  the  magistrates  ? 
Really  I  cannot  positively  speak  to  that. 

You  have  stated,  that  after  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
gbtrates  you  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  him  ?  I  do  not 
believe  it  was  remitted  at  all,  I  know  nothing  of  its  being  re^ 
mitted;  but,  sir,  the  magistrates  will  be  forthcoming  as  wit<> 
jiesses  to  speak  to  the  fact. 

Lieut.  Col.  Johnston.  Will  Captain  Bligh  add  to  that, 
tliat  he  did  not  remit  it  ?  I  really  cannot  call  the  thing  to  re* 
collection,  but  the  magistrates  will  be  forthcoming;  I  do  not 
recollect,  upon  my  oath,  that  it  was  remitted  :  on  the  con- 
trary, upon  my  oath  I  should  declare  that  it  was  not  remitted; 
that  is  my  idea  of  it,  but  the  magistrates  will  be  forthcoming 
to  prove  the  facts. 

You  have  spoken  of  an  individual  of  the  name  of  MfArthur ; 
Was  not  that  Mr  M^Arthur  one  of  the  priudpal  settlers  in 
the  colony  ?    Yes. 

Judge  Adv.  Had  he  the  authority  of  his  Majeaty's  go> 
vernroent  for  a  grant  of  5000  acres  of  land  ?  Yes,  I  believe 
so;  he  certainly  had  such  a  grant;  I  was  so  informed  by  a 
member  of  his  Majesty's  government,  but  it  was  before  my 
government. 
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ComHmiei.  Togtdier  with  die  povrer  of  employiog  a  cer- 
taib  number  of  labourers,  for  forwardiug  a  pioject  of  great 
public  importaiiceyrtlMit  of  nuaiog  very  fine  wool,  which  should 
supercede  or  supply  the  waut  of  Spanish  wool?  I  heard  that 
govemmeDt  had  been  informed  by  Mr  M'Arthur  that  such 
he  could  produce,  and  that  every  indulgence  was  granted  by 
government  to  enable  him  to  do  that. 

ji  Member.  This  grant  was  before  your  appointment? 
Before  my  appointment,  sir ;  I  found  him  there  in  that  situa- 
tioo ;  he  had  sheep,  but  he  had  do  quantity  of  wool  in  his 
possession  when  I  arrived. 

Did  you  ever  forward  or  endeavour  to  forward,  or  did  yoa 
oppose  and  thwart,  the  execution  of  these  declared  intentiona 
of  his  Majesty's  government  ?  I  did  evmy  thing  in  my  power 
to  forward  the  views  of  his  Majesty's  government 

In  this  respect?    In  that  respect. 

Did  you  not  damn  the  Privy  Council  and  Secretary  of 
State,  and  say  that  M^Arthur  should  not  keep  the  grant  of 
land  which  he  held  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State?  No^ 
I  dechue  to  God  I  never  did. 

Did  you  not,  in  the  hearing  of  Major  Abbott  use  these 
words,  or  others  to  the  like  effect :  *  Damn  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  what  do  I  care  for  him,  he  commands  in  JBngkndy 
and  I  command  here  ?'    I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Did  you  not  say,  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant  Minchin : 
*  I  don't  care  a  damn  for  the  Secretary  of  State ;  he  is  but  a 
clerk  in  office,  hi  to-day,  and  out  to-morrow  ?'    I  did  not. 

Will  you  venture  to  restate,  upon  your  oath,  that  you  never 
did  utter  any  of  those  expressions,  or  ituy  words  to  the  like 
effect  ?  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  know  of  nothing  of 
this  kind  of  conversation  taking  place. 

[After  some  other  questions  respecting  houses  being  pulled 
down  and  lands  seized  by  order  of  Governor  Bligb,  the  in* 
terrogator  proceeded.] 

Did  you  not  by  force,  and  against  the  will  of  Mr  Harrb, 
^he  agent  of  Captain  Kent,  seize  and  take  to  your  own  use  a 
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fiMBn^Ui  bid),  iho  oifyoQiB  ki  i1m  colosy;  aal  llK|coper- 
ty^CiptniaKcnt?    Never. 

..  WuMfAMmymm  eanfidoatkl  law*«dmer?  He  mw 
9y  public  Itw-«iviaer»  note  confideotial  one :  fa«  im  Judge 
Advocale  to  die  eoiooy. 

TbeiiMrtiM  kp  Was  he  jom  eoefidentiai  1«w-aimer» 
He  was  the  public  law-officer  of  Aecoiotty;  Ihadoepnvate 
iwfidrnre  wkh  Mr  Atkins,  but  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done 
coMceraiog  the  law  be  was  caUed, 

Hadyouahighopiaiooof  hisabilkjaBdiiiiqiritgr?  What- 
ever opinion  1  had  of  Mr  Atkins,  I  tboogbt  proper  to  keep  to 
mynU,  as  Ido  now.  I  dooot  conceive  it  proper,  that  iqpon 
a  fofiftest  coming  in  tfaas  way,  I  should  sajr  wfacdber  that  mam 
is  me  thing  or  another. 

A  Member.    I  should  certainly  think  h  not  neoeaaaiy. 

Got;.  BHgh.  I  only  obyeet  to  it,  because  ny  optnkm  of 
Mr  Aikins  might  not  be  fitvonrahle. 

Have  you  not  expressed  yourself  of  Mr  Atkins  in  these 
t^nos:  '  He  has  been  aeeustoned  to  inebriety;  he  has  been 
the  ridicule  of  the  community ;  sentence  of  death  has  been 
psooouneed  in  moments  of  intooucation ;  his  determinatioQ  is 
insak^  Us  opinkm  floating  and  infirm;  his  knowledge  of  the 
law  is  insignificaMt,  and  subjeet  to  prtvasfee  inclination;  and 
confidential  causes  of  the  crown,  where  due  secrecy  is  re- 
quired, he  is  not  to  be  trusted  with  }*  That  paper,  sir, 
whiob  you  have  now  read,  was  a  secret  doonment  transmif- 
ted  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  save  confidence. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  George  Grorfey  ? 
Yes,  sir. 

Do  yoo  not  know  tfiat  he  was  a  man  of  most  infiunous  efaa^ 
racter,  and  was  transported  to  New  Sonth  Wales  for  perjury  } 
Iknow  ttotUtig  of  his  character,  but  that  he  was  sent  out 
fram  England  to  New  South  Wales,  that  was  any  way  iojnri- 
ous  to  him. 

Bf  the  Court    That  is,  sent  out  as  a  conviet  ?    He  was 
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traosported,  but  I  kaow  nothing  of  tbectfOuntttuMct  f  k  wm 
many  years  ago,  I  understand. 

Before  youanrii^ed?  O  yes^  aiv^  a  teog  time  beCue  1  ar- 
rived. 

Did  yoa  find  him  as  a  settler  r    As  a  aettier,  sir. 

Not  as  a  convict?  As  a  settlef>  and  not  as  a  oenrnt.  I 
believe  Mr  M^Arthur  and  evefy  officer  ia  the  ookoy  eiD- 
ployed  him  as  an  attorney,  more  or  less,  as  they  coidd  get 
hold  of  him. 

J>burth  Day.  John  Palmer  swoniy  awl  exaaoined  en.  the 
part  of  the  Prosecution. 

When  did  you  first  go  out  to*  New  South  Wales?  With 
Governor  Phillips. 

What  time  was  that  ?     In  1788. 

How  loQg  have  yoa  resided  there  ?  Ever  siaee:  I  first 
went  out  as  Purser  of  the  Sirius,  and  was  appoiiit»d  Ckmaam^ 
saiyoB  the  12lhof  Afnil,  1790* 

Were  you  there  while  Gov.  Bttgh  was  tbe  governor  ?  Yca^ 
sir. 

And  in  what  situation  ?    As  Commissary. 

Had  you  any  particular  means  of  knowiBg  tbe  sentiaaeiits 
of  the  settlers  at  difleient  times  during  your  resideaee  diere  ? 
Yes,  sir. 

What  were  they  5  and  when  did  the  settlers  appear  to  you 
in  general  to  be  best  satisfied  with  the  government  of  tbe  eo« 
lony  ?  In  Governor  Bligh's  time ;  more  so^  I  tUak,  thag.  in 
any  odier  govemor'a. 

What  was  the  conduct  of  Governor  Bligh  in  geneml,  mui 
particularly  with  respect  to*  the  administwiti—  of  jusiiee  in 
the  settlement  ?  He  always  admimstered  jnstiee,  aocmdmf 
to  my  ideas,  impartially  to  every  body  and  to  aH  ranlca  of 
people. 

During  the  government  of  Gov.  Bligh,  and  pavticolarly  in 
iannary,  LMB,  before  the  26th,  in  what  state  was  tbe  odo- 
ny ;  were  any  persons  discontented  ?    I  never  beard  of  any^ 
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lucTer  saw  the  colony  in  a  more  thriving  state,  or  ptople  in 
general  better  satisfied. 

Had  any  tbhig  taken  place  relating  to  the  barter  of  spirits 
which  had  excited  discontent?  I  don't  recollect  particularly; 
if  there  was  any  discontent,  it  was  occasioned  by  that. 

Was  there  any  danger  of  revolt  or  insurrection  in  January, 
1808,  if  the  n&ilitafy  had  remained  obedient  to  the  Governor  ? 
No,  sir,  none  whatever. 

Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  magistrates  on  the 
16th  of  December  concerning  Mr  M^Arthur.    Yes,  sir. 

Was  CoU  Johnston  there  ?  He  was,  sir ;  one  of  the  mem* 
bers. 

How  did  Mr  MfArtfaur  behave  on  that  occasion  ?  He 
was  before  the  second  bench,  on  the  l7th,  when  be  behaved 
in  a  very  violent  manner. 

Did  the  public  service  sufibr  in  consequence  of  your  bdog 
tamed  out  of  your  office,  and  the  stores  or  your  papers  takeo 
from  you  ?  Yes,  I  conceive  very  much,  from  the  stores  being 
afterwards  very  improperly  implied* 

Were  you  examined  upon  any  business  on  the  27th  ?  Yes, 
sir,  I  was. 

Was  Major  Johnston  tliere  ?    Yes,  he  was. 

Did  Miyor  Johnston  take  any  part  while  he  was  there  ? 
Yes,  he  administered  an  oath  to  me,  sir. 

Who  examined  you?  Mr  Bayly,  who  was  his  secretary, 
Mr  Blaxcell,  and  another  gentleman  whose  name  J  do  not 
reooUectat  present. 

To  what  were  you  examined  ?  They  required  that  I  sboaM 
idate  all  I  knew  respecting  Governor  Bligh's  administration  { 
but  indeed  I  was  so  flurried  and  confused  at  the  time,  that  I 
eannot  charge  my  memory  with  every  thing  that  passed* 

By  the  Court.  What  are  the  number  of  inbabitants  in 
that  part  of  the  colony  ?  I  should  suppose  from  threetofoor 
thousand,  men,  women,  and  children. 

Not  including  the  soldiers  ?  I  should  suppose  there  migfat 
be  about  two  or  three  thousand  iftfaabitants. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX.  569 

iDctading  the  convicts?  Including  the  convicts  about 
three  thousand;  I  know  it  from  the  numbers  that  were  vic- 
tualled there. 

What  was  the  number  of  troops  ?  I  suppose,  sir,  between 
four  and  five  hundred. 

Tou  mean  the  number  of  troops  between  four  and  five 
hundred,  within  the  same  range  within  which  you  have  de- 
scribed the  number  of  inhabitants  to  be  between  two  and 
three  thousand?  Yes,  there  were  more  than  four  hundred  I 
am  sure. 

Had  you  any  knowledge  of  or  connexion  with  Capt.  Bligh 
previous  to  his  arrival  as  Governor  in  the  colony?  I  never 
saw  him  before,  nor  heard  of  him  before. 

Mr  Palmer  cross-examinedhy  Lieut.  Co).  Johnston. 

Was  not  Col.  Johnston  the  oldest  military  oflicer  in  the 
colony  ?    In  that  part  of  the  colony,  at  Sydney. 

How  long  had  Col.  Johnston  been  there  ?  He  went  out 
at  the  first  formation  of  the  settlement,  the  same  time  that  I 
went. 

Had  any  other  officer  been  there  so  long  a  time  ?  Not 
that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Was  not  his  conduct  uniformly  quiet  and  submissive  to  the 
authority  of  the  several  Governors  in  your  time  ?  Until  the 
26th  of  January,  sir,  I  never  knew  him  otherwise. 

Was  there  any  reason  for  considering  him  a  discontented 
person  in  January,  1808  ?  No  reason  that  I  know  of,  except, 
as  I  said  before,  on  account  of  the  barter  of  spirits  3  but  that  t 
cannot  speak  particularly  to. 

Mr  Robert  Campbell,  a  naval  officer,  and  a  magistrate  for 
about  seven  montlis,  deposed,  that  the  colonists  were  very 
quiet  and  contented  under  the  government  of  William  Bligh, 
Esq.  and  that  the  mutiny  arose  from  the  dissatisfaction  which 
his  regulations  concerning  spirits  created  amongst  the  civil 
and  military  officers.    On  his  cross  examin|ition  he  admitted 

4  C 
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that  the  fine  of  1002.  incurred  by  Andrew  Thompson  for  seH- 
ing  spirits  contrary  to  the  general  order  had  never  been  paid 
to  him  as  treasurer  of  the  public  funds;  that  Ck)l.  JobnsonV 
habits  of  life  were  very  retired,  and  that  he  never  heard  any 
officer  complain  of  the  Governor's  regulations  with  respect  ta 
spirits.  He  also  acknowledged  that  Mr  Crosley  was  a  very 
dishonest  roan,  and  that  he  was  consulted  by  the  Governoi  in 
the  dispute  respecting  the  criminal  court. 

Mr  Francis  Oakes,.  chief  constable  of  Parramatta  audits 
district,  deposed,  that  the  Colony  under  the  Government  of 
Captain  Bligh  was  very  flourishing  and  peaceable,  and  that 
after  the  Governor's  arrest  he  himself  was  removed  from  his 
office,  and  obliged  to  remove  his  family  to  a  friend's  house, 
the  people  of  Parramatta  being  much  enraged  against  him. 
On  his  cross  examination  it  appeared  that  though  his  name  as 
Constable  had  been  Gazetted,  he  was  never  sworn  into  the  of- 
fice ;  and  that  the  barter  for  spirits  and  other  goods,  before 
Gov.  Bligh 's  time,  was  the  common  way  of  making  payments 
and  exchanges  throughout  the  Colony. 

Mr  William  Gore  sworn. — Examined  oil  the  part  of  the 
Prosecution. 

Were  you  in  New  South  Wales  during  Gov.  Bligh's  govern- 
ment ;  and  in  what  situation? — I  was  there,,  sir,  as  Provost 
Marshal :  I  arrived  with-  Gov.  Bligh, 

In  what  state  was  the  colony  previous  to  the  26th  of  Janu- 
ary 1808;  and  how  were  the  colonists  disposed  towards  the 
Governor  ? — ^The  colonists  generally  from  my  knowledge  of 
them  were  extremely  well  disposed  towards  Gov.  Bligb,  and 
the  colony  was  extremely  tranquil. 

What  was  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  geneially  during  bis 
government,  especially  relating  to  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice ;  had  you  any,  and  if  any  what  particular  means  of  judg- 
ing of  his  conduct  in  that  respect  ? — As  the  Provost  Marshal 
of  the  territory,  I  had  at  all  times  a  very  general  access  to  the 
Governor;  all  warrants  of  execution  were  directed  to  me,  and 
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all  sentences  of  magistrates  were  carried  into  execation  under 
my  immediate  orders.  I  have  myscflf  made  several  applica- 
tions in  favour  of  individuals  under  sentence  of  death,  whidi 
were  at  all  times  attended  to. 

Were  any  persons  discontented  with  the  measures  of  the 
Cfovemment ;  and  if  so,  who  were  discontented,  and  upon 
what  account?  There  were  a  number  of  individuals,  sir,  dis- 
contented  with  the  measures  of  the  Governor,  which  in  my 
opinion  originated  in  consequence  of  the  suppression  of  cer- 
tain abuses  which  existed  in  the  -colony  at  the  time  of  Gov, 
Bligh's  arrival. 

State  the  nature  of  those  abuses. — One  abuse  (the  sup- 
pression of  which  gave  extreme  discontent)  was  the  barter 
of  spirits ;  another  abuse  (which  had  prevailed  very  gene- 
rally) was  the  circulation  of  private  notes-of-hand  in  that 
colony:  those  notes-of-hand  on  Gov.  Bligh's  arrival,  and 
previous  to  it,  were  drawn  payable  in  colonial  currency ;  but 
the  Grovemor  issued  general  orders  that  such  only  should  pass 
in  future  which  were  drawn  payable  in  steriing  money. 

Are  there  any  other  measures  of  reform  to  which  you  con- 
ceive these  discontents  are  attributable  ?  I  think,  sir,  from 
the  time  of  Gov.  Bligh's  arrival  in  New  South  Wales  till  the 
time  of  the  subversion  of  the  government,  I  acted  as  Ph>vost 
Marshal,  and  for  some  months  before  the  latter  period  I  was 
also  acting  as  Superintendant  of  the  Police  ;  and  Gov.  BKgh 
had  at  several  times  after  I  became  Superintendant  of  Police 
desired  me  to  express  to  the  Judge  Advocate  his  wish  and  his 
hope,  that  he  would  in  future  discontinue  the  severe  punish- 
ments to  which  the  government  servants  and  the  convicts  in- 
dented to  the  settlers  and  others  had  been  subjected  for  mi- 
nor ofiences.  When  I  arrived  in  New  South  Wales,  and  for 
some  time  after,  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  indivi- 
duals of  that  class  to  be  imprisoned  without  a  warrant  from 
any  magistrate,  and  for  corporal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  to 
obtain  confession  of  supposed  crimes.  I  mentioned  to  Gov. 
BHgh,  as  the  custody  of  the  gaol  was  in  my  irharge,  wliat  J 
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considered  tb£  iojustice  and  impropriety  of  eonfiniiig  these 
persons  at  the  will  of  any  individual,  apd  liberatiog  them  with* 
out  any  investigation  into  their  supposed  offeAoes^  or  the  cir*- 
cumstances  under  which  they  were  confined ;  and  I  received 
the  Governor's  orders  to  permit  no  man  to  be  imprisooed 
without  a  warrant  from  a  magistrate,  and  that  no  prisoner 
should  be  liberated  without  his  discharge  being  subnutted  to 
myself. 

Did  this  produce  any  dissatisfaction  ?     I  think  it  did,  sir. 

Was  there  any  danger  of  tumult  or  insurrection  about  the 
end  of  January,  1808,  if  the  military  had  supported  the  Gt>- 
vernor  ?    None,  sir,  that  I  could  see. 

Did  you  know  any  thing  concerning  the  remawal,  or  order 
for  the  removal,  of  some  houses  that  stood  within  the  govern* 
ment  boundary  ?    I  know  sooie  bouses  were  removed. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  orders  tx  that  purpose  ? 
There  was  a  general  order  for  the  removal  of  tjie  houses 
within  the  government  limits;  the  circumstances  J  really 
cannot  call  $»  mind. 

How  many  houses  were  there  ?  I  don*t  think  there  were 
six:  if  there  weresiK,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  did 
not  exceed  that  number. 

On  his  cros^-examination  he  stated,  that  after  Go^.  Blights 
arrest,  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  first  instance ;  then  he  was 
suspended  from  his  situatkin ;  aad  after  that,  they  brought  a 
charge  against  him  for  peijury  and  fttlfle  imprisooment,  kept 
him  in  a  dungeon  for  eleven  vnedks  and  four  days,  and  then 
took  him  from  his  wife  and  infant  family,  and  sent  him  tp  the 
coal-mines  for  four  months.      • 

The  Rev.  Mr  Fukon,  acting  Principal  Cfaaplaio  in  the  co- 
lony, deposed  to  the  same  eflect  as  the  pneceding  witmesaM* 
He  stated  that  he  had  been  suspended  bom  hb  office  for  his 
attachment  to  the  Governor.  Mr  Gxiflki,  Gov.  BUgVs  S^ 
cretary,  gave  similar  evidence.  He  was  avocen^ed  by  Mr 
Williamson,  a  deputy  Commissary  of  Stores  aod  FcevisJM^ 
who  on  his  cros8«examififtti<tti  adinitl^  itbfit  b$  h^i  hotR 
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tnedy  convicted,  cashiered,  Ani  fiM^  for  iffdySng  like  public 

Jobn  Gx%j,9wpm'^-M$wni»ai  on  t^]mrX  rf  tbfi  Pram- 
cutian. 

What  are  yoit^  a  jnjvate  soldier  ?    Yes,  sir. 

In  what  r^gijtnent  ?    Tb<e  102d,  sir. 

Were  you  so  in  1808,  in  New  .South  Wales  ?    I  was,  sir. 

Did  yo\i  see  any  thing  done  with  the  gyn^  oear  the  €k>- 
vernment  House  pn  the  ?6th  of  Januaiy*  b^fo^e  the  Gover- 
nor's arrest  ?     Not  at  Government  House,  sir. 

Did  you  with  the  guns  at  the  barracks?  Yes;  I  went 
gentry  on  that  day  at  four  o'clock,  I  think ;  and  when  I  went 
on,  after  some  considerable  time,  I  saw  Serj.  Whalley,  which 
was  Gov.  Bligh's  orderly  Serjeant,  and  I  saw  some  officers 
co^e  on  the  parade  with  papers  in  their  hands.  Some  lime 
after  that,  I  saw  Col.  Johnston  and  Mr  Minqhixi  come  in,  in 
a  chaise,  into  the  barracks  3  and  there  was  an  order  ^iven 
out,  for  what  soldiers  were  seen,  to  go  to  their  <}uarters  and 
put  on  their  accoutrements,  and  come  quietly  into  the  bar- 
racjts  through  the  back  way«  Some  time  after  this,  the  regi- 
ment fell  in,  and  marched  towards  Government  House  3  and 
on  or  qear  about  the  tii»e,  I  was  standing  sentry  upon  the 
guns ;  the  battalion  guns  were  taken  from  me,  and  run  down 
into  a  magazine  bvilt  1:^00  the  parade^  and  loaded,  and  they 
appeared  to  be  elevated  towards  Government  Houa^. 

Who  Jim  them  down  ?    Thi^  iadditional  gvwers. 

Were  you  one  of  the»  ?    Nc^  sir. 

By  the  Court,  What  was  the  state  of  the  colony  al  this 
time  ?  I  cwnpt  pretend  to  say  any  thing  about  the  state  of 
the  colony ;  I  did  n«t  see  any  thing  «f  any  noise  or  uproar 
that  was  likely  to  be ;  I  tbov^t  it  was  in  a.  peaceable  state. 

Isaac  Cha«p|ion  sworn. — E^pamined  on  the  part  of  the  JPror 
secution. 

What  are  you  ?    I  am  now  a  private  soldier. 
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Iq  vhat  regiment  ?    The  I02d. 

Were  you  so  in  1808  ?  No,  sir ;  in  1808  I  was  an  acting 
seijeant^major,  and  pay-serjeant  to  two  companies. 

After  the  arrest  of  Gov.  Bligh,  did  you  receive  any  ordtts 
<x>nceming  him  ?    I  did,  sir. 

Did  you  receive  no  orders  respecting  him  till  1809  ?  Not 
directly,  in  written  orders ;  only  that  we  were  to  keep  him 
a  prisoner  in  Government  House;  and  the  guard  was  re- 
gularly mounted  over  him,  and  not  to  admit  the  sentries 
to  let  him  go  out  of  their  sight;  when  he  walked  out  of 
Government  House,  he  was  not  to  leave  him  at  a  distance  of 
more  than  seven  or  eight  paces. 

Did  you  see  any  effigies  aftet  the  Governor's  arrest  ?  I 
did,  sir. 

Of  whom  ?  The  effigy  was  a  picture  of  a  naval  officer  ; 
and  I  know  that  Serj-major  Whittle  at  that  time  said,  that  he 
had  got  the  old  tyrant  and  old  villain's  picture  drawn  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  that  he  would  expose  it. 

What  was  done  with  it  ?  It  was  placed  in  his  room,  with 
a  lamp  on  each  side,  for  the  public  inspection  of  any  person 
who  thought  proper  to  go  there,  let  their  character  be  what 
it  would. 

Did  you  see  any  persons  there  ?  Yes ;  I  saw  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  go  in  and  out  as  they  pleased. 

Was  it  carried  out  of  the  room  at  all  ?  I  did  not  see  it  out 
of  the  room. 

Did  pu  see  it  burnt  ?  I  saw  a  something  burnt,  an  image 
of  an  effigy,  on  the  evening  of  the  28th. 

Where  ?     On  the  church  hill,  sir. 

Representing  whom?  There  was  no  name  mentioned]; 
but  at  the  time  it  was  thrown  into  the  fire  there  were  three 
loud  shouts  from  the  people  in  general;  and  at  that  time 
there  was  a  number  of  officers  and  ladies  walked  by,  appa- 
rently  in  parade  order,  two-and-two ;  and  the  whole  of  that 
business  was  under  the  direction  of  Seij. -major  Whittle. 
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This,  you  say,  was  on  the  28th  ?  On  the  evening  of  the 
28th? 

By  the  Court,  Who  cheered;  you  say  the  people?  I 
believe  the  soldiers  and  the  Convicts  mixed  together. 

You  say,  a  number  of  officers  were  there  ?  They  were 
walking  past  along  the  road;  I  particularly  observed  lieute* 
nant  Colonel  Johnson,  Mr  Minchin,  Major  Abbott,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  M'Arthur,  and  some  ladies. 

Who  was  the  ei&gy  intended  to  represent  ?  Why,  all  sup* 
posed  Governor  Bligh. 

That  was  the  general  impression  ?  That  was  the  general 
impression.  The  military  band  that  was  there  attended, 
and  the  moment  after,  they  played  a  tune  which  they  called 
in  common  *The  Silly  Old  Man:'  they  struck  it  up  im- 
mediately after  the  three  shouts  were  over. 

A  Member.  Do  you  know  whether  tha  effigy  of  Governor 
Bligh  that  was  kept  in  the  Seijeant-major's  room  was  known 
to  the  prisoner  ?  I  can  answer  so  far,  that  I  beard  the  Ser- 
jeant-major  publicly  say  on  the  parade,  in  his  own  face,  that 
be  would  have  exposed  this  effigy  on  the  top  of  his  house^ 
only  that  Colonel  Johnson  told  him  that  it  would  hurt  him  in 
England. 

What  do  you  mean,  that  it  would  hurt  the  Seijeant-major, 
or  himself.  Colonel  Johnston  ?  Hurt  himself,  the  Seijeant- 
major. 

By  the  Court,  Are  you  a  friend  of  Serjeant  Whittle's  ? 
I  don't  know  that  we  have  ever  been  particular  enemies ;  I 
had  been  a  seijeant  a  number  of  years  until  this  unfortunate 
afiair  happened,  I  was  a  seijeant  ever  since  the  formation  of 
the  regiment.  I  have  no  particular  enmity  against  the  man, 
more  than  against  any  other  person. 

Did  he  succeed  you  ?    No,  sir;  he  did  not. 

Isaac  Champion  cross-examined  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnston. 
Did  you  come  home  in  the  ship  with  Captain  Bligh?    I 
£d,  sir. 
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tVere  yM  ft  seTJeftitt  when  foa  feft  the  s^etfeiA^ftt?  No, 
sir ;  I  was  reduced  a  few  months  before  by  my  friend  CoN 
iohnstofr  Aere.  [Pointing  to  A6»r.] 

Before  Got.  Macquarfi^V  drifvul-,  or  t&itt^^x^  }  Befoae 
Gov.  Macquarie  arrived. 

Seretal  other  ^<fiers  weref  ^xamidecf  6tk  (he  ^me  s«lS|fect. 

Mr  Martin  Marson  sworn — EtamHied  m  the  patt  <if  the 
Fttosectution* 

How  long,  and  during  what  period,  sir,  hitve  yon  resided  in 
Kew  Sftrith  Wales  >  From  the  beginning  of  the  year  1?98 
antil  1  etbbflritr^d  fot  England  tvieh  Gov.  Bllgh ;  but  during 
that  f^driod  1  saffed  sts  atftJng'-surgedit  of  h&  UA]tsxfs  ship 
Bufiklo,  tofheCap^ofGoodHope,  add  returned  with  that 
ship. 

In  what  situation  bad  yotc  beeti  before^  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1606  \  atid  what  were  you  at  that  time  ?  I  had  been  in 
the!  Cotnitfission  of  the  Peace;  I  had  also  been  employed  as 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  but  was  superseded  by  a  gentle* 
mad  teho  obtained  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  in 
Engltfnd. 

What  were  you  in  January,  1808?  I  was  a  settler,  and 
practised  as  a  Surgeon  upon  my  own  account  among  the  set- 
tlers Six  different  parts  of  the  colony. 

In  what  state  was  the  colony  at  the  time  Gov.  Bligh  took 
upon  hiofsrelf  the  government  ?  In  the  most  distressed  state 
fhat  a  colony  could  possibly  be  in :  I  myself  have  paid  two 
shillirtgs  per  pound  tor  Indian-corn  bread. 

In  what  stater  was  it  during  the  government  of  Gov.  Bllgh, 
and  especially  in  the  month  of  January,  1808  ?  I  believe  at 
that  time  the  primest  samples  of  wheat  were  fliom  8s.  to  10s. 
per  bushel.  The  settlers  universally,  (and  I  believe  no  man 
had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  their  dispositions  than  I 
had,  from  the  nature  of  my  profession,)  contented  and  tran- 
quil. There  was  the  greatest  abundance  of  grain  wbidil 
had  ever  known  in  the  colony. 
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Wliat  was  the  conduct  of  Gov.  Bligb,  particularly  as  to  the 
admioistration  of  justice  ?  Gov.  BKgh  I  believe  to  be  a  strict 
disciplinarian,  and  a  man  as  impartial  in  the  administratioD 
of  justfce  as  any  man  that  .ever  lived. 

What  was  the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  the  colony  io 
consequence  of  the  Governor's  arrest;  and  in  what  manner 
did  this  appear  at  the  time,  or  soon  afterwards?  The  greatest 
regret  among  the  cultivators,  and  every  sober  and  industrious 
inhabitant,  that  so  unfortunate  an  event  had  taken  place  as^ 
the  revolution,  which  it  was  generally  called. 

In  what  state  was  the  settlement  during  the  three  or  four 
days  following  the  26th  of  January;  and  what  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  soldiers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps?  About 
the  27th  of  January,  the  2dth,  the  29th,  and  30th,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  31st,  was  a  general  state  of  intoxiication,  riot,  and 
confusion,  with  the  detachment  ot  soldiers  at  the  Green  Hills, 
which  however  consisted  only  of  twelve,  beside  a  serjeant  and 
corporal ;  the  seijeant  who  commanded  was. present  on  the 
29th,  and  directed  the  erection  of  a  gallows  within  fifty  paces 
of  my  own  door.  A  soldier  of  the  name  of  Butcher  brought 
a  cart-load  or  cart-loads  of  wood  to  make  a  bonfire,  and  after 
daik  they  burnt  the  Governor  and  Mr  Gore  in  effigy,  sus* 
pended  from  the  gallows ;  at  least  they  suspended  tarred 
hides,  and  called  them  effigies  of  tlie  Governor  and  Mr  Gore« 
On  the  28th  of  January,  one  Thomas  Hobby,  who  had  beea 
an  officer  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps;  Mr  Fitz,  a  deputy 
commissary ;  and  one  Thomas  Bigers,  who  kept  a  sort  of 
grqg-shop,  met  at  the  house  of  one  Andrew  Thompson,  and 
there  drew  up  an  address  to  Maj.  Johnson,  sanctioning  what 
had  been  done.  They  had  assembled  a  number  of  their  de- 
pendents and  adherents ;  and  when  they  were  heated  with 
wine  and  spirits,  they  sallied  out  to  solicit  signatures.  I  my- 
self was  solicited  three  times  in  that  day,  and  was  told  by  Bi- 
gen  and  others,  that  if  I  4id  not  sign  it  I  should  be  in  the 
body  of  Sydney  gaol  witbia  tweuty-four  hour^. 
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Tk>  you  know  ^{  tny  ftddress^s  having  been  prepared  and 
signed,  requesting  Colonel  Paterson  to  repair  to  Sydney  atid 
rdnstffte  Gov.  Bfigh?  I  remember  assisting  in  drawiog 
one ;  I  subscribed  it  mysdf,  and  saw  severld  others  subscribe 
ft,  reqoesting  CW.  Paterson  to  repair  to  Sydney,  and  agnm  to 
place  the  inhabitiaiifs  under  the  protection  of  the  king  and 
the  law. 

Mr  Mason  crosS'^exmnined  by  Uetit.-Col.  Johnston. 

You  say  you  were  <toce  a  magistrate :  did  not  Gov.  Kittg^ 
dismiss  you  from  the  attiatton  of  a  magistrate  m  consequence 
of  a  <:bai^  that  was  brought  against  you,  of  extreme  inlra- 
manity  and  indecency  towards  a  ftmak  convict,  named  EK* 
zabeth  Hastings  ?  It  is  a  eakminy :  besides,  I  was  nei^nr 
dismissed  from  being  a  magistrate ;  and  here  is  my  appdnt- 
menrt  to  the  command  at  Hunter's  Rri'er,  after  I  had  been 
withdrawn  by  Gov.  King  from  Tongabbee,  wherfe  llie  s«rbject 
of  this  false  accus^ion  is  pretended  to  have  tafcen  place. 

Were  you  dismissed  from  the  command  at  Hunter^  River? 

I  was  not  dismissed:  I  withdrew  from  it, "assigning  my 
leasons  to  Gov.  King,  who  told  me,  that  vn  consequence  of 
the  then  state  of  the  colony,  andihe  opposition  he  was  meet- 
ing whh,  he  was  nnable  to  enforce  his  own  measures:  from 
this  cause  it  was  I  withdi*ew,  and  never  returned  to  <he  de- 
tachment at  Hunter's  River:  and  here  is  the  document  he 
gave  me  on  that  occasJoi^  fn  his  own  hand- writing  to  resume 
my  situartion  as  a  magistf  ftte  at  Tongabbee. 

Were  you  not  remov^  by  order  of  Governor  King 
from  your  command  at  the  Coal  River  in  consequence  of  your 
very  severe  and  cruel  treatment  of  the  con^cts?  t  have  an- 
swerfed  that  question  already ;  I  repeat  again,  that  it  is  a  ca- 
Inmny ;  if  it  ^11  not  be  intruding  upon  the  time  of  the  •court, 
I  can  relate  the  ^uatbiV  in  which  V  fOMd  1^(tt  aetftemeot 
When  I  went  there.  It  had  been^  An^f  ^  command  <7f  a 
corporal  only,  and  it  -  woriM  ^tkydk  htimanity  to  ^g*re  a  pfc<»e 
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detail  of  the  circumitaDces  in  which  1  found  it  It  wis  a 
settlement  consisting  of  the  most  desperate  outcasts  in  the 
whole  country,  who  were  sent  there,  100  miles  distance  frav 
Part  JackaoQ,  as  a  punishment,  and  to  prevent  tbeon  ftom 
committing  tliose  rapesb  robberiesj  and  other  enormous  esr 
cesser  that  had  been  greatiy  previytent  to  a  loa^  period  in 
the.  settlement  of  Sydney ;  that  is  well  knoi;i^  to  eyery  gentltr 
nfian  from  the  c(4ony  who  is  now  in  England.  In  such  9, 
place,  with  such  men  as  these  to  goverp,  and  without  any 
one  person  oi  a  different  de^ription,  but  a  corporal  and  six 
privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  myself  the  only  per* 
son  there  who  had  gone  out  a  free  settler,  it  is  easy  to  judge 
of  the  situation  1  was  in  when  the  convicts  mutinied.  Whe« 
the  soldiers  had  tdcen  a  boat-load  of  provisions  apd  divided  it 
nrntrng  themsdves  and  the  convict  women  whom  they  lived 
with,  under  pretence  of  arrears,  the  oonvlots  then  demanded 
tbeif  arream  ako;  and  upon  my  refusing  to  accede  to  their 
demand,  which  if  I  had  dwe  I  should  have  been  left  without 
a  week's  provision  in  store;  there  was  a  mutbiy  amoi^  the 
convicts,  and  through  my  own  peesonal  eiiertions  I  suppressed 
that  mutiny :  I  held  tlie  ringleader  in  my  left  banc],  while  I 
defended  myself  with  a  pistol  in  the  right,  till  he  was  secured 
and  punished. 

Were  you  not  in  Gov.  King's  time  convicted  and  imprison^ 
ed  fer  a  misdemeanor  ?  No ;  an  action  was  brought^)  if  it  be 
necessary  to  explain  that  i  a  civil  action  was  brought  again^l. 
me  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Marsden,  for  writing  an  incautkMis  letfer 
to  him»  and  which  was  sent  under  seal ;  for  which,  by  a  court 
assembled  espressly  to  try  that  cause,  he  recovered  damages 
to  the  amount  of  250/.  On  the  1st  of  May  he  sent  an  apo» . 
logy  to  me,  pioposing  that,  if  I  would  sign  and  allow  that 
apology  to  be  inserted  in  the  Sydney  Gazette,  he  would  for- 
give the  damages  and  pay  the  costs.  I  have  the  apology  in 
Court  which  I  declined  to  sign^  and  this  U  a  copy  of  my  letter 
tohjm. 
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Did  you  acquiesce  id  it  ?  I  did  not,  because  die  fiurts 
were  true^  although  rather  incautiously  stated,  and  in  stroD^ 
terms. 

Were  you  not,  after  the  arrival  of  Col.  Foveauz  in  1808, 
detected  in  woiicing  a  private  still,  convicted,  and  the  convic- 
tion advertised  in  the  Sydney  Gazette  ?    No ;  I  was  neither 
detected  in  working  a  still,  nor  convicted  of  it.    This  is  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  which  was  issued  upon  that  occasioD. 
A  stiH  of  ten  gallons,  it  is  true,  was  seized  and  taken  out  of 
my  house,  but  there  are  several  circumstances  connected 
with  that  seizure  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to 
know.    I  had  kept  a  still  in  my  house  publicly  and  openly  as 
a  professional  man;  it  might  contain  from  ten  to  twelve 
gallons,  bat  did  not  exceed  that :  a  warrant  was  issued ;  and 
during  my  absence,  and  when  there  were  none  but  females 
there,  my  house  was  entered  by  a  party  of  soldiers  at  one  door^ 
headed  by  Seij.  Lowther,  and  by  a  party  of  convicts  at  the 
other,  headed  by  one  Fitzgerald,  the  high  constable.    Thej 
seized  my  still,  which  was  standing  publicly  in  the  kitchen, 
sod  carried  it  away:  they  ransacked  my  writing-desk,  exa- 
mined all  my  books,  opened  Mrs  Mason's  trunks  and  boxes^ 
searched  every  room,  and  even  searched  my  bed ;  went  into 
the  shop,  and  from  thence  took  away  about  tliree  pints  of 
rectified  spirits,  and  about  half  a  gallon  of  low  spirits,  which 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  tinctures  and  other  me- 
^ai  prepaxBtions.    This  took  place  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  it  was  the  15th  of  October  before  I  could  obtain  way 
bearing  whatever ;  but  on  that  day  Mr  Bell,  Mr  Fits,  and 
Mr  Milcham,  those  three  magistrates,  declared  that  I  had  not 
the  still  in  my  house  for  any  improper  puipose,  but  for  use  ia 
my  profession,  and  that  they  should  recommend  to  lieut. 
Governor  Foveaux  to  restore  me  my  still :  notwithstanding 
this,  to  my  very  great  surprise,  on  the  Sunday  next  I  saw  the 
advertisement  in  the  Sydney  Gazette,  of  whidi  this  is  a  copy, 
published  as  a  general  order,  dated  three  days  prior  to  the 
^vestigation  of  the  business  by  those  three  nugistmtes  at  the 
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Green  Hills.    On  the  22i  I  applied  to  the  magistrates  again, 
and  demanded  a  copy  of  their  proceedings,  which  Mr  Bell 
positively  refused  to  give  me.    This,  with  the  scandalous 
libel  which  was  published  of  me  in  the  Sydney  Gazette, 
plainly  showed  the  object  was  something  more  than  that  of 
seizing  my  small  still,  while  every  medical  man  in  the  odony 
bad  a  still,  for  the  most  part  of  larger  dimensions  than  mine. 
This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Col.  Foveaux,  in 
consequence  of  so  unhandsome  and  scurnilous  a  libel  upon 
toe  being  published  in  the  Sydney  Gazette,  to  which  I  re^i^ 
cetved  no  answer:  on  the  contrary,  the  advertisement  was 
continued  three  weeks  afterwards.    As  I  have  no  reserve,  I 
will  inform  the  Court  that  there  were  fifteen  gallons  of  wash 
f<^nd  in  my  house  at  the  same  time,  which  I  expressly 
avowed  before  the  magistrates  was  there  for  the  purpose  of 
distilling  for  the  use  of  my  profession  ;  but  as  to  any  impro- 
per use  of  it,  I  also  proved  before  them,  that  I  bad  actually 
About  this  time  paid  three  guineas  out  of  my  own  pocket  t» 
btiy  wine  and  spirits  for  poor  invalid  people  who  could  not 
procure  it.    It  would  have   been  very  easy  to  prove  the 
sale  of  spirits  if  the  fact  had  been  so;  and  what  is  remarkable, 
the  convict  who  was  convicted,  on  the  same  day  that  I  was 
Heard  before  the  magistrates,  of  working  a  forty-galten  still, 
there  was  no  libel  of  him  put  into  the  Gazette. 

Jl  Member,  That  is  certainly  an  important  circumstance, 
and  shows  that  this  man's  character  is  not  quite  so  Mack  as  it 
k  wished  to  mi^ke  it  appear. 

•  By  the  Prisoner.  Had  you  given  any  notice  to  Govem- 
inent  of  your  having  or  working  that  still  ?  I  had  acquainted 
Mr  Amdell,  who  was  the  resident  magistnite ;  and  I  had  also 
informed  the  Chief  Constable  that  I  had  such  a  still ;  they 
both  knew  it  as  well  as  I  did  myself,  it  was  not  a  matter  of  se- 
cret; and  as  this  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Court 
with  a  view  to  impeach  my  veracity  or  reputation,  if  the 
Goort  will  indulge  roe,  I  can  make  a  further  observation  on 
this  subject;  but  then  it  is  only  what  the  person  impUcatod 
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told  me  Umsdf ;  tod  that  is,  tbat  the  very  man,  Patrick 
IPartbuMl)  who  was  convicted  of  woriung  a  foity«^ttoD  siiU^ 
aettlai  bis  busioesfl  by  going  down  to  Sydney^  aod  payiog 
intothe  hands  of  Mr  BHaxcel^  Mr  M<Arthar's  agents  lOOi. 
which  heaved  Um  for  sugar  that  be  had  been  dittittia^  and 
he  shewed  me  the  receipt. 

Mr  DivioCy  a  sttperinteadant  of  eoavictSy  and  diredor  of 
pubKc  wcsAsy  was  next  sworn ;  he  staled  how  tbe  hooses  be- 
fere  apoke  of  was  puUed  dowQ»  and  adiaitted  that  be  had 
signed  two  papers,  which  he  thought  was  either  topMHtbe 
Gev.  Biigfa  under  arrest,  or  to  continue  him  in  that  states  but 
excused  himself  by  saying  he  did  it  for  self-preservatioa ! 

Charles  Walker,  who  had  oomauinded  a  brig  beioogiog  to 
Mr  M* Arthur,  deposed,  that  he  had  heard  some  munBua 
from  Mr  M* Arthur  and  bis  party.    TIhs  questioD  was  then 
asked,  What  was  that  discontent  which  you  heard  ?    I  re* 
collect  (he  said)  Mr  M'Arthur  making  ap|riication  to  Gov, 
Biigh  tor  something  out  of  the  stores :  Gov.  Bligh  thought  it 
necessary,  I  suppose,  to  refuse  it.    Mr  M'Arthur  saids  *  that 
Gov.  Btigh  was  giving  tbe  Government  property  to  tbe  set* 
tl^iB,  a  set  of  rascals  who  would  deceive  him;  it  would  be 
better  if  he  gave  it  to  me  and  some  of  the  other  reqiaelahie 
gentlemen  of  tbe  colony ;  if  be  does  not,  be  will  perhaps  get 
another  voyage  in  bis  launch  again/    This  was  prmoas  to 
my  sailing:  but  after  I  returned,  he  said,  *  that  tbe  eolnoy 
bad  suflered  Governor  Biigfa  to  reign  loQg  enough,  there 
would  soon  be  an  alteration/  But  I  always  heard  the  s«ttkrs 
say  that  Gov.  Bligh  was  the  only  Governor  that  ever  stirfied 
^  interest  of  tlie  colony,  as  he  was  tbe  only  Goveniar  who 
ever  allowed  the  colonists  any  spirits,  the  officers  having  al- 
ways that  privilege  to  themselves ;  the  other  Govenuxs  only 
allowed  the  officers  to  have  spirits. 

This  witness  contradicted  himself  in  speaking  of  an  iliumi* 
nation,  which  took  place  on  Gov,  Bligh's  arrest*  He  next 
stated  his  refusal  to  sign  a  paper  addressed  to  CoL  JaboaoOt 
on  the  subject  of  tbe  arrest  of  the  Governor,  though  thrBaten- 
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inga  were  used.  It  was  asked,  <  You  were  told  it  wcmld  be 
the  wone  for  you»  you  have  said,  ifyon  did  not  sign;  was 
it  the  wone  for  you?  Yes,  sir;  Gov.  BUgh  bad  given  me 
pemussbn  to  kave  the  oolony,  in  an  AflMikao  ship,  for 
China;  but  a  fcw  days  after,  I  received  on  order  ftem  CoL 
Johnston,  by  Mr  Bayly,  his  secretary,  not  to  dare  go  into  the 
ship;  and  the  ship  was  ordered  to  get  under  weigh  at  six 
hours  notice,  and  leave  the  harbour;  and  they  sent  anoffi* 
oer  on  board  the  ship  to  smoke  her,  for  fear  I  should  be 
stowed  away,  but  the  captain  would  not  allow  them. 

Mr  Walker  cross-examined  by  Lieut.  Col.  Johnston. 

Was  there  not  ao  order  by  Gov.  King,  foi  bidding  any  Bri- 
tbh  subject  to  sail  in  an  American  ship  ?  I  never  heard  of 
such  an  order,  sir. 

Was  not  tlie  ship  you  speak  of  The  Jenny  ?    Yes,  sir. 

The  evidcDce  for  the  prosecution  closing  here,  the  Court 
adjourned  till  Thursday  the  23d  of  May. 


DEFENCE. 


Tkundviff  2M  May. 
The  President.    Ueut.  Col.  Johnston,  what  is  your  de- 
fence ?     [A  written  defence  was  delivered  into  the  Court 
by  Lieut.  Col.  Johnston  ;  and  the  Judge  Advocate^  at  the 
patticuktr  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Johnston^  read  it.] 

lAnvt.  cofL.  JOHMarroM's  onmRCB. 

Mr  President  and  Qentlemenj 
•  It  is  now  my  doty  to  address  to  yon  my  defence  against^ 
dhtrge  which  bad  been  promoted  by  Capt.  91igh ;  a  tadc,  ia 
the  performance  of  which  I  must  appeal,  and  I  am  sure  I 
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shall  not  appeal  in  vain,  to  your  patience,  your  candour^  and 
your  humanity.    I  assure  you  I  am  not  using  a  mere  pbnne 
of  course :  when  I  say  that  I  feel  most  strongly  the  difficohy 
and  embarrassment  of  my  situation,  I  roalce  that  declaration 
most  sincerely  and  unaiiectedty  ;  every  circumstance  atteod- 
ing  the  charge  and  trial  contributes  to  this  effect.     The  dia* 
tance  of  time  and  remoteness  of  the  country  at  which  the 
transaction  in  question  took  place  ;  the  death  and  absence  of 
many  persons  whose  evidence  would  have  been  of  the  higliest 
importance  to  me ;  the  seriousness  of  the  charge,  the  extent 
to  which  it  may  efiect  my  fortune,  my  liberty,  and  my  life  ; 
all  have  their  share  in  producing  my  uneasiness  and  emfaar- 
rassnent.    To  me,  although  it  is  not  so  to  Capt.  Blig-h,  the 
situation  of  prosecutor  or  defendant  in  a  Court  Martial  is  new 
and  painful :  but  above  all,  I  feel  this  great  and  insuperable 
dijficulty — ^I  feel  that,  although  I  must  admit  as  an  undis- 
puted fact  that  I  did  remove  Capt.  Bligh  from  the  Govera- 
ment  of  New  South  Wales,  and  put  him  under  an  arrest ;  al- 
though I  am  aware  that  such  a  proceeding  may  subject  me  to 
the  highest  censure  and  punishment ;  and  although  the  wit- 
nesses who  have  been  called  have  laboured  so  strenuously  to 
refer  my  conduct  to  the  very  worst  of  motives,— yet  I  feel  so 
thoroughly  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentioos ;  so 
firmly  and  solemnly  convinced  that  neither  malice,  factkm, 
ambition,  or  avarice  guided  my  conduct ;  so  perfectly  sure 
that  an  anxious  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  desire 
to  prevent  a  massacre  and  the  plunder  and  ruin  of  an  infant 
colony,  alone  determined  my  mode  of  proceeding; — ^that  I 
cannot,  so  far  as  a  guilty  intention  is  necessary  to  constitute 
guilt,  charge  myself  with  any  crime.    I  know,  and  1  knew  in 
January,  1808,  that  the  step  I  was  taking  was  one  of  the 
greatest  boldness  and  precision,  to  be  justified  only  by  the 
most  cogent  and  imperious  necessity:  I  may  have  erred, 
though  I  do  not  think  I  did,  in  my  opinion  of  that  necessity  | 
but  I  am  perfectly  sure,  that  to  no  part  of  my  coaduc^  so  far 
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as  my  views  and  intentions  decide  its  eliaracter,  the  charge  of 
mutiny  can  justly  be  affixed. 

I  have  mentioned  the  late  period  at  which  this  charge  is 
brought,  as  one  of  the  hardships  of  my  situation ;  and  on 
this  head  I  feel  myself  bound  in  duty  to  submit  to  the  Court  a 
few  observations  on  the  law  which  reguktes  these  proceed- 
ings against  me.    In  doing  this,  I  beg  leave  to  state  most 
implicitly  my  entire  submission  to  the  judgment  of  the  Courts 
and  my  resignation  to  any  decision  they  may  definitively  pro- 
nounce on  this  or  any  other  part  of  my*  case ;  but  on  the  first 
day  of  this  trial,  when  the  matter  to  which  I  am  about  to  ad- 
vert was  mentioned,  I  understood  the  mind  of  the  court  to  be, 
that  the  point  in  question  was  to  be  further  explained  in  evi* 
dence ;  and  when  I  should  make  my  defence,  that  would  be 
the  first  time  to  offer  any  observations  I  might  deem  advise- 
able.    Under  this  impression  I  humbly  solicit  the  attention 
of  the  Court  to  this  part  of  my  case,  premising,  that  I  ac- 
knowledge the  matter  of  it  to  be  entirely  in  their  decision, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  decisicm  will  be  fbundied  alike  on 
sound  law,  on  justice,  and  on  mercy.    It  has  already  been  ob- 
served by  the  Court,  that  I  am  here  on  my  trial  for  a  fact 
which  took  place  three  years  and  four  mooUis  ago :    by  the 
Mutiny  Act  it  is  declared,  that  **  No  person  shall  be  liable  to 
be  tried  and  punished  for  any  offence  against  any  of  the  said 
acts  or  articles  of  war,  which  shall  appear  to  have  been  com- 
mitted more  than  three  years  before  the  issuing  of  the  com- 
mission or  warrant  for  such  trial,unless  the  person  accused,  by 
reason  of  his  having  absented  himself,  or  of  some  other  mani- 
fest impediment,  shall  not  have  been  amenable  to  justice 
within  that  period ;  in  which  case,  such  person  shall  be  liable 
to  be  tried  at  any  time  not  exceeding  two  years  after  the 
impediment  shall  have  ceased.'    On  applying  the  evidence 
to  this  part  of  the  law,  I  humbly  apprehend,  that  the  point 
for  the  Court  to  consider  will  be,  whether  all  impediment 
was  80  far  removed  before  the  expiration  of  three  years,  that 
a  charge  could  have  been  preferred  against  me  within  that 
4  £ 
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time;  forlthiBkkwiUiiDtbeundttfstoodastiie  Menniqgof 
the  law,  that  the  Court  Martial  most  come  to  a  dedaioo,  a 
even  be  proceeded  od»  within  that  time,  but  that  it  most  be 
determined  by  the  Prosecuter  within  that  time  that  piooeed- 
ings  shall  be  had ;  and  that  a  charge  must  be  ficamed  to  which 
the  party  accused  puist  know  that  he  will  be  called  ujptm  to 
answer.  The  absence  of  the  party  accused  is,  in  this  case, 
out  of  the  question ;  fori  have  been  in  England  more  than 
eighteen  months :  I  came  hither  for  the  express  poipose  of 
mating  a  charge  which  I  had  been  given  to  anderstaad  Capt 
Bligh  would  prefer  against  me.  More  than  two  years  ago 
Capt.  Bligh  had  the  dfier  of  free  leave  to  take  with  him  what-  I 
ever  witnesses  he  might  think  proper;  and  he  had^  under  a  1 
solemn  pledge  given  by  him  as  an  officer  aad  a  gentleman,  un-  ;{ 
dertaken  to  proceed  forthwith  to  England.  I  lost  no  time  io  ' 
coming  here^  and  was  sttrprised  that  be  was  not  also  on  the 
spot  nearly  two  yeais  ago.  But  Capt.  Btigh,  it  seems,  had  i 
found  some  reason  which  never  occurred  to  me,  enabling  him  >l 
to  dispense  with  bis  solemn  pledge^  atnl  ^erefore  wtmainfd  \ 
in  the  colony,  or  in  the  adjacent  aea$,  more  dian  a  twelve-  | 
month  after  he  had  j^ven  it  I  diall  not  enter  into  an 
nation  whether  Capt.  BUgh's  oonduet  in  this  particular 
justifiable  or  not;  but  I  mnst  submit  that,  from  the 
he  was  put  on  board  the  Porpoise,  in  February  1809,  all  m- 
pediments  with  respect  to  bin  had  oeased.  He  was  avowedly 
in  pursuit  of  prosecution  against  me;  he  has  his  choice  cf 
witnesses,  by  whom  any  c^ar^  might  be  supported ;  he  was, 
according  to  his  own  evidence,  victaalled  for  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land : — it  was  then  his  boundeaEi  doty,  as  £ar  as  regards  diis 
proceeding,  to  have  come  immediately  to  England  and  pre- 
ferred hb  charge,  even  if  be  had  afterward  found  it  aeoessary 
to  delay  die  trial  that  he  might  have  time  to  collect  his  wit- 
nesses. But  if  I  read  the  elause  in  the  statue  rightly,  it  does 
not  afibrd  further  time  than  three  years  for  the  commence* 
meat  of  a  prosecution,  if  the  manifest  impediment  shall  have 
been  removed,  and  the  party  aroused  shall  have  been  amen* 
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dble  to  justice  witkin  that  period.    Now  I  have  certainly  been 
amenable  to  justice  by  being  in  England  for  so  long  a  time; 
and  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  time,  namely,  from  Octo- 
ber 1810  till  the  26th  of  January,  181 1,Capt.  Bligh,  who  was 
also  in  England  with  all  his  other  witnesses,  might  have  fram* 
ed  and  delivered  bis  charge  against  me.    He  wrote  home  to 
OovernmeBt  his  statement  of  the  transactions  in  question 
three  years  ago,  at  the  same  time  that  I  sent  ray  dispatch  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.    At  that  time,  bad  he  thought  fit  to 
Inquire  it,  a  charge  might  have  been  framed  against  me,  and 
I  might  have  been  ordered  home  to  answer  it.    Two  years  and 
three  months  ago  Capt.  Bligh  migh^  without  an  impediment, 
have  returned  to  England  ;  but  he  chose  to  linger  a  year  in 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  or  somewhere  there  about.     When  Ihad 
long  left  Sydney^  he  returned  to  collect  evidence,  and  arrived 
with  his  witnesses  in  October  1810.    In  the  three  months 
which  followed,  he  could  have  presented  his  charge ;  and  I 
think  that  by  the  statue  he  was  bound  to  do  so,  unless  he  can 
show  that  some  manifest  impediment  existed  up  to  and  in 
January  last,  which  has  since  been  removed.    I  had,  in  fact^ 
concluded,  that  no  prosecution  against  me  was  intended;  and 
the  more  so,  as  I  was  in  November  last,  after  the  arrival  of 
Capt.  Bligh,  ordered  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take  the 
command  of  the  102d  regiment,  and  remained  in  that  com- 
mand until  I  was  put  under  arrest  in  order  to  answer  this 
charge.    I  need  not  point  out  to  die  discernment  of  this  ho- 
nourable Court  the  dreadful  evils  to  which  officers  would  be 
subjected  by  these  delays  in  proceeding  if  they  were  so  sanc- 
tioned as  to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent.    In  my  own  case, 
many  of  the  inevitable  evils' have  been  experienced :  persons, 
whose  testimony  would  have  been  of  the  highest  importance 
to  me  this  day,  are  dead ;  some,  who  have  been  in  England 
within  the  time,  and  who  would  have  staid,  had  I  known  that 
any  proceeding  against  me  was  intended,  are  returned  to  New 
South  Wales }  and  their  testimony  could  not  be  obtained 
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iK^ithout  a  greater  delay  than  I  can  solicit ;  a  delay,  indeed, 
which  would  be  ruinous  to  me  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

I  have  dwelt  so  long,  I  trust  not  improperiy,  on  thb  point, 
through  the  earnest  desire  which  every  man  under  an  accu- 
sation so  grave  and  important  must  feel  to  secure  to  himself 
all  the  benefits  which  the  law  affecting  his  state  in  society 
will  allow.    I  have  not  been  influenced  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree by  a  wish  to  avoid  a  trial  before  a  Court  of  honour,  a 
Court  constituted  and  composed  as  this  is.    The  habits  and 
predilections  of  my  life,  from  its  earliest  period,  have  been 
altogether  military.    At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  I  re- 
ceived a  commission,  and  commenced  my  services  in  Ameri- 
ca.   Subsequently,  I  have  served  in  India,  and  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  under  military  and  under  naval  commanders.     In 
1786  I  volunteered  to  New  South  Wales,  and  was  the  first 
officer  who  landed  there ;  and  I  have  served  diere  ever  since 
thfit  time,  with  only  two  short  intervals  of  absence,  when  I 
returned  to  England.    In  all  that  long  period — b  all  the  si. 
tuations  which  I  have  served — under  all  the  Governors  to 
whose  care  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  has  been  in- 
trusted, not  a  complaint  against  me,  in  my  military  charac- 
ter, has  ever  been  preferred ;  nor  have  I  ever  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  bring  any  officer  or  private  to  a  court  martial  for 
any  offence  personally  affecting  myself. 

Capt.  Bligh  too  is  an  officer  of  long  standing,  and  has 
served  his  Majesty  in  various  parts  of  the  world ;  but  such 
have  been  the  misfortunes  attending  his  service,  that  a  series 
of  prosecutions  by  and  against  him,  and  all  referring  to  his 
personal  conduct,  has  always  marked  his  career.  Mutiny 
and  insubordination  are  the  charges  he  has  repeatedly  pre- 
ferred ;  tyranny  and  oppression  are  the  offisnces  fix*  which  he 
has  been  tried,  and  for  which,  on  full  proof,  he  has  been  re- 
primanded and  censured. 

It  is  with  gr^at  reluctance  that  I  make  this  reflection;  ibr 
it  is  painful  for  me  to  speak  in  terms  of  censure  of  any  offi- 
cer bearmg  his  majesty's  commission,  and  still  more  so  to 
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«peak  of  myself  in  terms  which  may  be  considered  some- 
what viun-glorious ;  but  I  am  obliged  to  do  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  to  the  Court  a  correct  view  of  my  relative  situ- 
ation, I  never  was  the  suliject  or  promoter  of  an  accusation 
of  this  kind,  until,  unfortunately,  I  was  placed  under  the  go- 
Temment  of  Capt.  Bligh,  under  whose  command  so  many 
have  been  obliged  to  appear  as  culprits  or  as  prosecutors. 
In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  government  in  the  colony  in  ques- 
tion ;  in  all  the  alternate  scenes  of  plenty  and  distiess,  of  dis* 
cipline  and  insubordination ;  in  the  days  of  quiet  and  ease^ 
and  in  those  of  rebellion  and  danger, — ^I  have  always  been  ac- 
tive in  my  duty,  and  unreproached  in  the  discharge  of  it;  and 
so  probably  should  have  continued  to  the  end  of  my  days, 
had  not  compassion  for  the  colonists,  goaded  into  phrensy  by 
the  injustice,  tyranny,  and  oppression  of  Capt.  Bligh,  and  a 
desire  to  prevent  those  excesses  to  whieh  such  a  disposition  of 
mind  in  such  persons  must  have  given  birth,  obliged  me  to 
adopt  the  measures  which  have  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
present  prosecution.  In  adopting  these  measures  I  consi* 
dered  myself,  and  know  I  was  considered  by  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  people  in  New  South  Wales,  as  the  saviour  of  the 
colony. 

I  am  aware  that  this  declaration  will  excite  some  surprise 
when  it 'is  contrasted  with  the  testimony  of  Capt.  Bligli  and 
his  witnesses  with  respect  to  his  great  popularity,  and  the  sur- 
prise, astonishment,  and  bdignation,  with  which  the  event  of 
the  26th  of  January  was  received  by  all  the  classes  of  the 
people.  My  defence  rests  on  the  denial  and  contradiction,  by 
argument  and  by  evidence,  of  these  assertions  of  Capt.  Bligh 
and  his  witnesses ;  in  the  proof  that  in  his  short  administra- 
tion of  sixteen  months,  the  violation  of  public  justice  and  pri- 
vate property,  a  tyranny  which  exhibited  an' extravagant  mix- 
ture of  system  and  caprice,  and  perpetual  violence,  display- 
ing itself  both  in  real  injury  and  gross  verbal  abuse,  and 
erowned  at  last  by  an  avowed  intention  to  imprison  and  pro- 
isecute  for  high  treason,  or  treasonable  practices,  several  per- 
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80DS  who  had  meiely  uttered  words  vnpleasiiig  to  him  ^ 
wrought  op  the  public  miad  to  such  a  pitch  of  frantic  indig-* 
nation,  that  every  calamity  must  have  ensued,  had  I  not  been 
induced  to  iaterfere  in  the  way  I  did. 

The  summary  of  Capt  Bligh's  statement^  as  disclosed  by 
bimself  and  his  witnesses,  is  this : — That  on  his  arrival  to  take 
the  Government^  he  found  the  colony  in  much  distresa, 
owing  pBrtl>  to  the  visitations  of  Providence,  and  partly  to 
political  causes.    Tliat  he  commenced  and  pursued  a  system 
of  impartial  justice,  combined  with  vigilance,  encouragement, 
humanity,  economy,  and  reform,  which  re-established  prospe* 
rity,  and  rendered  him  universally  popular.    That  some  of 
bis  reforms  (particularly  that  which  related  to  the  prevention 
of  the  barter  of  spirits)  gave  umbrage  to  a  few  individuals^ 
among  whom  were  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps  and  Mr  M^ Arthur.    To  these  causes  of  d^content  Mr 
Gore,  the  Provost  Marshal,  has  added  two  others,  which  seem 
to  be,  even  if  founded  on  truth,  extremely  fanciful  and  inad^ 
quate ;  naoaely>  a  regulation  with  respect  to  the  issue  of  caab 
notes,  and  an  act  of  sueb  mere  ordinary  justice  and  humani- 
ty as  the  abolitiou  of  in^msonment  wkhout  a  Itg^  wananC^ 
and  the  prevention  of  torture  for  the  purpose  of  obtatnin^ 
coufession^    That  tbe  diseontent  of  if  few  individuals  arising 
from  sueb  causes  should  be  sufficiently  operative  to  occasion 
the  overthrow  of  a  popular  Goveraaoent,  muat  on  the  bee  of 
it  afipear  eictremely  doubtful ;  and  I  think  the  Court,  on  a 
fait  review  of  aU  the  circumstances,,  would  not  be  disposed  to 
believe  that  I  would  begin,  excite,  or  join  in,  a  mutiny  origin 
nating  among  su^b  persons^  and  proceeding  from  such  causes. 
If  the  habits  of  my  whole  life  pveaenled  no  reason  for  behev- 
ing  the  contrary,  the  total  absence  of  any  motive  arising  out 
of  these  circumstanees  and  afiecting  me  would  be  sufficient 
to  prove  that  I  could  not  participate  in  the  sentiments  oi 
swh  parties.    Of  all  the  witnesses  who  have  named  peisons 
who  trafficked  in  spirits,  not  one  has  mentioned  ma :  in  ftct, 
itneiver  was^  particularly  iateresting  to  me.    Wbile  it  was 
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pertnitted^  i  uaed  it  as  all  other  persoBs  did,  the  Governors 
and  LieutenaDt  Governors  not  excepted.  When  it  was  pro* 
bibited,  I  acquiesced  in  the  prohibition  without  a  struggle 
and  Without  a  complaint.  I  knew,  and  acknowledge,  that  k 
was  in  the  Governor's  provmce  to  annul  this  traffic.  Gover* 
nor  Maequarie  has  r&-established  it;  but  that  cause  ak>oe 
would  not  make  the  one  Governor  hated  or  the  other  bekivedi 
As  to  notes  payable  in  one  mode  or  another,  I  never  issued 
nor  had  occasion  to  traffic  in  thena :  the  notes  of  the  military 
were  always  hdd  equivalent  to  coined  money,  because  the  re* 
covery  of  them  did  not  depend  on  the  solvency  of  individuak^ 
they  being  payable  at  the  pid>lic  Treasury.  With  respect  to 
the  imprisonment  and  torture  mentioned  by  Mr  Gore,  I  am 
totally  ignorant  that  such  a  fact  ever  existed;  but  if  it  did,  i 
am  sure  every  measure  tending  to  reform  it  would  have  met 
my  most  co«*dial  and  firm  support;  and  I  firmly  belteve  that 
if  Capt.  Bligh  had  had  the  merit  of  such  an  act  to  plead,  not 
all  the  efibrts  of  the  most  malignant  faction  which  the  cokmy 
could  produce,  aided  by  all  the  other  instances  of  his  mal- 
administration, could  have  so  obUtetated  the  sentiments  of 
gratitude  and  affection  firom  the  bosoms  of  the  feapkt ;  but 
that  they  would  have  torn  in  pieces  any  man  who  should  hive 
proposed  to  injure  so  great  a  pnUic  benefactor. 

To  prove  his  popularity,  Gipt.  Bligh  has  given  his  own 
evidence,  and  supported  by  that  of  many  other  persons  who 
bad  greater  or  less  means  of  knoirledge.  In  aid  of  this  testis 
mony,  Capt  Bligh  has  produced  an  address  signed  by  eight 
hundred  and  thhrty-three  inhabitants  of  the  Hawkesbury  dis- 
trict in  January,  1808.  In  answer  to  this  evidence,  so  far  as 
it  goes,  I  shall  show  not  only  Captain  Bligh's  real  unpopula- 
rity, and  the  real  causes  of  it,  but  I  shall  prove  that  some 
time  before  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  Mr  Williamson,  one 
of  his  most  intimate  friends,  and  Mr  Palmer,  now  one  of  his 
principal  witnesses,  were  distiftctly  and  repeatedly  apprised  of 
Ae  profound  impression  made  oo  the  public  inind  by  the 
Governor's  misconduct^  and  the  great  probability  that,  by 
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pursutDg  such  a  course,  he  would  occasioD  some  tremendoos 
explonioQ  of  popular  indignatioD.  I  will  also  prove  tbat  a 
similar  commuDicatioQ  was  made  to  the  Governor  himsdf ; 
and  that,  far  from  even  promising  to  redress  or  enquire  into 
thegrievances  complained  of,  he  burst  out  into  the  most  lofty 
espiessioos  of  indignation  and  contempt,  declaring  the  in* 
formation  to  be  unfounded,  and  that  it  would  be  easier  to 
move  nMnuitidns  than  to  make  him  alter  his  conduct. 

llieae  conununications  not  only  throw  suspicion  oft  the 
evidence  which  has  been  given  of  Gov.  Bligh's  beUef  in  his 
own  popularity,  but  they  account  for  the  zeal  and  industry 
with  which  the  address  from  the  Hawkesbury  district  was 
uiged,  and  the  critical  time  at  which  it  was  procured.  Com- 
mercial and  other  causes  gave  Mr  Campbell  and  Pabner  an 
unlimited  influence  in  that  part  of  the  colony,  and  their  enu»- 
saries  exerted  great  activity  on  this  occasion ;  but^  in  fac^ 
great  exertion  was  hardly  necessary,  for  I  shall  call  witnesses 
well  acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  colony,  who  will  decbure 
that  for  the  most  insignificant  reward,  so  small  a  matter  as  a 
glass  of  spirits  per  man,  an  address  of  any  import  might  be 
procured,  and  almost  all  the  signatures  which  the  jdace  af- 
fords would  be  affixed  to  it 

Soon  after  the  26th  of  January,  I,  too,  had  an  address  ftom 
the  same  quarter; — it  is  in  these  terms  :  ^  Impressed  with 
the  highest  sense  of  the  obligations  due  to  yoo  for  having 
come  forward  at  the  present  momentous  crisis^  to  extricate 
the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  cdony  from  that  dread  and  honor 
which  the  recent  arbitrary  measures  had  caused, — ^measures 
which,  if  pursued  as  they  hitherto  have  been,  must  ultimately 
have  proved  destructive  to  this  infant  colony,  a#  well  as  inju- 
rious to  the  finances  of  the  mother  country,  and  which  tended 
to  destroy  those  rights  so  dear  to  every  Englbhman, — we  |Nre- 
sume  to  address  you,  and  in  the  most  unfeigned  manner  ear- 
nestly hope  you  will  accept  our  grateful  acknowledgment,^ 
unadorned  by  any  fulsome  language.  The  <qipressions  which 
we  have  lately  xmdergone  had  nearly  blunted  those  feelings 
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which  as  men  we  oi^ht  to  have  cherished :  but  anxious  for 
the  welfare  of  our  families,  and  to  avert  those  calamities 
which  would,  we  fear,  have  inevitably  attended  those  persons 
who  might  have  refused  to  sign  the  recent  address,  many  of 
us  therein  reluctantly  praised  those  proceedings  which  in  our 
hearts  we  could  but  condemn.  Now  that  we  can  freely  ex- 
press the  sentiments  of  our  minds,  we  gladly  beg  to  assure 
you  that  we  are  ready  to  support  you  with  our  lives  and  pro- 
perties, conscious  that  every  act  of  your  administration  will 
meet  with  his  Majesty's  highest  approbation.  We  cannot  in 
language  sufficiently  praise  the  meritorious  services  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  on  this  memorable  occasion.'  It 
was  signed  by  some  hundreds  of  people ;  but  the  names  being 
much  blotted,  and  the  paper  defaced,  the  first  sheet  only, 
signedby  four  of  Capt.  Bligh's  principal  addressers,  was  left 
in  my  hands ;  the  other  names  were  taken  away  because  the 
paper  was  so  much  blotted  as  to  render  many  of  them  illegi- 
ble, and  it  was  deemed  adviseable  to  get  new  signatures. 
That  may  have  been  done  or  may  not,  for  I  interested  myself 
so  little  about  such  addresses  that  I  never  took  the  trouble  to 
inquire. 

Another  address  has  been  relied  on  by  the  prosecutor  as  de- 
monstrative of  the  public  opinion  respecting  his  conduct.  It 
is  that  which  was  signed  by  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants  of 
New  South  Wales  after  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Macquarie:  but 
perhaps  if  the  whole  of  that  transaction  is  rightly  viewed, 
Capt.  Bligh  has  little  reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  This  attempt 
to  procure  a  public  declaration  was  made  when  I  and  all  my 
principal  friends  had  left  the  colony ;  when  Gov.  Macquarie, 
in  pursuance  of  hb  instructions,  had  pronounced  the  highest 
censure  on  the  proceedings  of  the  26tb  of  January,  and  an- 
nulled all  the  public  acts  which  ensued.  The  meeting  was 
announced  by  the  authority  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  and  with 
the  known  sanction  of  Government^  and  the  intent  of  it  was 
defincii  in  the  advertisement.  The  meeting  was  numerously 
attended :  and  yet  the  friends  of  Capt.  Bligh,  (although  the 

4  F 
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Provo9t  Marshal,  their  warm  partizan,  was  in  the  cbair)  did 
not  chuse  to  put  their  resolutions  in  a  regular  way,  hot  at- 
tempted to  carry  their  address  privately  and  by  subscription. 
Foiled  in  this  attempt,  and  although  they  were  a  pretended 
majority,  these  persons  withdrew  from  the  meeting,  not  Ten- 
taring  to  oppose  the  very  moderate  and  proper  oount^^ieso* 
lutions  which  were  moved,  and  which  Mr  Gore  refused  to  pat 
from  th^  cbair,  until  Gov.  Macquarie  positively  cooimanded 
him  to  conduct  himself  with  impartiality.  Fortumttely,  death 
nor  absence  does  not  intervene  to  prevent  me  from  giving 
evidence  of  what  passed  at  this  meeting,  althoiigii  I  am  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  one  witness,  who  could  have  atated  in 
what  terms  of  reproach  Capt*  Bligh  greeted  his  fiiend  Mr 
Gore  when  be  was  informed  of  the  result  of  thia  meetings 
and  of  the  pretexts  by  which  many  persons  not  present  al  the 
meeting  wene  iufluenced  to  sign  the  address. 

But  by  whatever  arts  these  addresses  may  have  been  pro- 
cured, or  however  gratifying  they  may  have  been  to  the  indi* 
vidual  for  whom  they  were  obtained,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able 
most  satisfactorily  to  shew,  that,  during  bis  government  of 
sixteen  months,  Capt.  Bligh  had  managed  to  render  him  uni- 
versally odious.    This  public  detestation  did  not  arise  limn 
speculative  regulations  or  small  matters  of  oflfence,  but  fion  e 
frequent,  I  may  say  constant  irregular  interference  in  the 
administration  of  justice ;  not  only  in  public  mattery  but  in 
causes  between  individuals.    It  was  increased  by  frequent 
invasions  of  private  property,  not,  as  Capt.  Bligh  and  his  wit- 
nesses have  pretended,  merely  for  the  public  good  and  with 
beneficial  compensation  to  the  parties  affected,  but  for  meie 
malice  and  love  of  oppression ;  and  in  one  instance  at  the 
least,  (which  he  has  most  positively  denied  on  his  oath,)  for 
his  own  private  acpommodatioo.    I  sbaU  also  show  that  the 
minds  of  the  common  people,  particularly  the  soldiery,  woe 
irritated  by  a  constant  repetition  of  abuse,  daily  and  hourly 
uttered  in  the  lowest  and  coarsest  tercps,  accompanied  by  the 
threats  of  the  privation  and  destruction  of  their  property,  and 
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^larations  tliat  ttppetHs  to  liiw  or  justice  from  the  ntandates 
<yf  h»  will  should  be  useless  and  unavailing.  Above  all,  I 
tmst  I  shall  be  able  to  prove^  that,  when  ih  addition  to  thes^ 
fccts  it  was  publicl;^  atmoctnced  by  the  advite  of  Mf  Geojfge 
Cfosiey,  #ho^e  known  character  in  England  made  him  iTt 
once  the  terror  and  hatred  of  the  colonists,  such  alarming 
measures  were  r^tolred  cfti  as  those  which  were  announced 
on  the  26th  of  January,  no  power  existing  in  the  cofony,  n6 
address  or  influence  possessed  by  any  indiviJtial  there,  no  ef- 
forts that  eouM  have  been  naade,  nor  no  means,  except  those 
which  I  adopted*,  could  have  prevented  tfhe  massacre  of  th6 
€k>vemor,  his  adherents,  and  advisers :  ahd  when  onc^  th^ 
restAiint  of  the  law  was  removed  from  such  persons  as  those 
who  compose  that  colony,  who  is  ther^  but  must  ti'enible  at 
the  contcnyplatiort  of  the  consequences  !  For  let  me  here 
<>bserve,  that  the  soldiers  are  not  at  Sfydney  kept  in  a  state  of 
siej^ration  from  the  people ;  but  mix,  mai^y,  and  live  aniong 
(hem,  and  aite  inf  all  respects  identified  with  them :  they  hear 
their  opinions,  Shar6  in  their  feelings,  discuss  their  griievances, 
and  would  With*  infinite  difficulty,  if  atalf,  in  a  matter  of  great 
public  concern,  be  brought  to  act  agamst  them'.  Let  me 
also  observe,  that  the  lower  class  ih  New  Sbuth' Wales  looked 
up  to  the  few  independent  and  respectable  inhabitants,  as 
their  only  protectors  against  the  violence  with  which  thfey 
were  beset.  Thus,  when  Gov.  Bligh  threatened  to  pull 
down  their  houses,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  requesting  some 
person  of  respectability  and  character  to  accept  a  iViendly  as- 
signment of  their  leases,  flattering  themselves  that  the  supe- 
rior station  of  these  persons  would  be  respected,  and  their 
ptt>perty  thus  secured.  But  when  it  became  known  that  of 
tlli^  class  of  society  seven  individuals  were  at  once  to  be  im- 
prisoned and  sentenced  to  death  or  banishment,  every  hope 
jseettied  at  once  to  vanish,  and  despair  with  all  its  attendant 
feelings  sfeemed  to  tdke  possession  of  every  mind. 

I  come  now  to  the  transactions  which  immediately  led  to 
those  of  the  2dth  of  January :  but  I  beg  the  Court  to  call  to 
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mind^  that,  in  all  the  scenes  aqd  all  the  events  I  have  already 
'described. or  alluded  to,  I  was  a  mere  spectat<»-,  never  in  any 
manner  mixing  in  what  was  done.    I  lived  in  a  stats  of  ab- 
solute privacy  and  retirement,  four  miles  fipom  the  seat  of 
Government,  as  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Prosecttticm  has 
expressed  it.    I  merely  went  to  town  to  attend  my  duty  as  a 
magistrate  and  officer;  and  when-  that  was  performed,  re* 
turned  to  my  own  residence.    With  Mr  M'Arthur  I  had  no 
connexion,  nor  was  our  acquaintance  at  all  intimate.     I  bad 
heard  of  wrongs  sustained  by  him  from  the  Governor,  but  I 
did  not  interfere  in  the  discussions  which  arose  between 
them.    I  knew  Mr  M'Arthur  to  be  an  opulent  and  respecta- 
ble settler,  and  a  man  of  unblemished  character  both  in  pab^ 
lie  and  private;  but  when  on  his  appearance  before  the  beocb 
of  magistrates,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1807>  he  used  ex« 
pressions  which  could  justly  be  considered  as  too  warm,  I  did 
(as  Mr  Campbell  has  stated)  observe  on  the  Injury  he  did 
himself  by  so  much  impetuosity ;  and,  far  Ax>m  attempciof^ 
to  screen  him  from  justice  if  he  was  amenable  to  it,  I  coo- 
curred  with  the  other  magistrates  in  ordering  him  to  be  tried 
l3efore  the  Criminal  Court. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1808, 1  was  at  Sydney,  and  dined 
with  the  officers  of  the  I02d.  In  Gov.  King's  time  there  had 
been  a  regular  mess-dinner,  an^l  it  was  now  the  wish  of  the 
officers  to  re-establisb  so  laudable  and  convivial  an  arrange- 
ment; and  this  was  the  first  meeting  we  had  for  the  purpose 
■of  considmng  what  followed.  I  do  not  wondes  that  Capt. 
Bligh  should  ixnagioe  this  dinner  had  some  connexion  with 
the  events  of  the  ensuing  days;  but  I  most  solemnly  declare, 
and  I  will  bring  the  officers  who  were  present  to  prove,  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  agitated  or  even  hinted  at,  nor  do  I 
believe  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  any  one  of  us.  <  No 
parish  business !'  was  the  good-humoured  expression  of  ie» 
striction  by  which  we  bound  ourselves  not  to  advert  to  any  of 
the  affiiirs  of  the  colony.  It  is  not  true,  (as  estimated)  that 
Mr  M^Arthur  was  there;  he  was  not  In  the  room  a  single 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPENDIX.  597 

jMomeDt ;  ke  was  not  even  named :  but  every  thing  at  the 
meeting  displayed  and  denoted  only  that  honest  conviviality 
and  cordial  friendship  which  distinguish  such  parties  among 
officers. 

In  returning  home  from  this  meeting  I  had  the  mbfortune 
to  overturn  my  g^  in  a  bad  road,  and  received  those  hurts 
which  have  been  particularly  alluded  to  by  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses, but  which  were  of  much  greater  seriousness  than 
they  have  given  the  Court  to  understand.  They  were  quite 
sufficient  to  confine  me  to  my  bed,  and  make  removal  dange- 
rous, as  I  should  now  be  able  to  prove,  but  for  the  long  post- 
ponement of  my  trial ;  in  which  interval,  death  has  removed 
from  me  my  valuable  friend  Doctor  Jamieson,  whose  evidence 
would  have  been  highly  important  to  me  in  a  great  many 
particulars. 

On  the  25th,  while  I  was  thus  confined,  Mr  M^Arthur's 
trial  came  on  before  the  Criminal  Court.  Of  the  transac- 
tions of  that  day  I  know  nothing  but  from  report:  I  have 
seen  the  paper  whidi  Mr  M^Arthur  put  in,  objecting  to  his 
being  tridi  before  Mr  Atkins.  I  take  no  share  in  that  paper 
nor  in  its  efiects.  The  Court  will  hear  it  read,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded they  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  reasonings  it  oootains 
were  plausible  and  ingenious,  to  a  sufficient  degree  to  induce 
a  Court  composed  only  of  officers,  and  not  assisted  by  a  single 
lawyer,  to  acquiesce  in  their  propriety.  Against  these  reason- 
ings, indeed,  no  sort  of  argument  was  resorted  to ;  but  com- 
mand and  threat  succeeded  each  other;  while  measures  of 
the  greatest  violence  both  to  the  defendant  and  the  officers 
were  known  to  be  preparing  under  the  direction  and  advice  of 
Mr  George  Crosley. 

As  I  have  now  more  particular  occasion  to  mention  thit 
person,  let  me  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  on  his 
character,  situation,  and  conduct ;  and  on  the  causes  which» 
in  my  humble  opinion,  rendered  it  disgraceful,  if  not  crimi- 
nal, for  a  person  exercising  his  Majesty's  Government  to  be 
led  at  alLby  his  advice,  <nrto  owsult  him  officially  on  anf 
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bttsinesB  wh&t0f«r.    Mr  Croriey  mefOt  was  $n  Eminent 
toroey,  wAem  noConety  and  kifiMiy  can  pus  lor 
For  Bcarly  tbirtj  years  before  lie  was  senteneail  to  WBUBpatta- 
tion  he  had  been  the  opprobium  of  the  law,  and  the  fhtgac 
•f  the  CiNirta.    He  w»  at  the  head  af  a  gang  wlio  iof^rsied 
the  gaol  doon  of  the  netropaKs,  and  whoy  having  fiMt  excited 
the  unhappy  oriminalB  to  ac«B  of  guHt,  aaadia  thaw  sobser* 
mot  to  ail  his  viUainous  purposes^  preyed  ow  them  tathe 
last;  and  thes^  often  by  treadwery,  dal^ered  Atmorer  tcrthe 
uxm  of  justice.    There  was  00  tanme  m  whi<^  he  had  not 
been  knplicafCed :  pet^vy  and  subocdinstion,  oooipkaey  mid 
forgery,  were  among'  thoae  for  which  he  had  been  tried:  bat 
vntil  the  last  criaie  for  which  he  was  pot  to  the  bar,  be  bad 
always  been  able  to  eicdioaite  himself,  by  indndngh^  under- 
lings to  commit  those  perjuries  on  his  behalf  which  atteaicd 
dto  arm  of  justice.    Whm  a*  last  he  was  oenvicted^  Iioid 
Kenyoo,  with  expression' of  undisguised  satislhctiDn^  sdaed 
theopportanitjr  of  fteeaig  Britisb  society  fk)m  so  very  wortl^ 
less  a  member.    He  aa^kti  ha^  proiiouihced  a  milder  sen- 
trace,  and' woidd  have  dine  so,  had  the  eulprit  been  aanB 
whobfdi  lake  inlifo  ibade  a  si^^e  abberratioiv  front  the  patb 
of  honour  ;  but>  in  puniafaittgi  him=  to  tlie  extent  he  Hd;  dme 
virtuous  Chief  Jhistioe  ihlt  and  owned  that  he  was  infietiag^ 
for  one  eiude,  aiaentaaee  for  too  mild  tb*  be  impoaed  on  one 
whose  life  had'  been  a  series  of  profligaeyv  oftnaive  alike  to 
morality,  rdiigionyand  the  law.^  Far  fnmi  being  eminent  in 
his  pvofeasion,  this  man's  kno^iriedge  was  limited  to  the  arts 
i)f  fraud  and'chioane :  n»man  in  the  piofession,  who  had  the 
least  regard'  for  his  reputation^. could  hold  friendly  inteeooune 
with  him ;   and  many  attorneys,  conscious  of  the  infiimy  of 
his  chanoter,  would  not  even  engage  in  causes  against  him. 
In  New  SouUi  Wales,*  more  than- in  any  other  place,*  exc^ 
London,  this  man's  infomy  was  known*    Many  of^  the  unfor* 
tunate  convicts  owed  their  original  corraption  and  final  ex'^ 
pulsion,  horn  dieir  native  society  entirely  to  bim«    The  s^** 
tlement  rang  with  his  idfomyv    Gov.  lOog  dU  notparton 
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liim  fior  bU  gopd  behmmr ;  but  finding  Uoi  addieted  to  all 
the  vtB  oi  l0m  (nuAmAcHcm^fWd  wit^timg  tfa«mtotbe 
iojary  of  tbe  unwary^  be  made  faim  a  iettlar,  that  he  might  be 
snt^ACt  to  the  law  for  debis  contracted^  wbieh^  as  a  convict^ 
he  was  not  No  mao  of  ardinary  credit  m  the  cokxiy,  aoleaa 
i(  weie  Mr  Palmtr,  ever  resorted  to btoi  for  Icfal  adnoe;  and 
hia  being  consulted  both  publidy  and  coafidentiaUy  by  the 
Governor  created  universal  alam  and  aslonisbnient  I  am 
&r  fifom  assertingthat  the  Governor  had  net  a  perfect  lig^  to 
coDsult  whomsoever  he  might  think  pffoper  ^  but  I  am  sure  H 
would  have  been  more  satisfactory,  more  wise  and  more  ho- 
nourable, to  have  followed  die  genuine  dictates  of  an  honest 
understanding,  than  to  have  contaminated  die  fountam  of 
authority  with  the  impurities  of  so  base  an  adviser.  Other 
Crovemors,  before  Capt.  Bligb,  carried  on  the  government 
without  sudi  an  assistant.  They  may  have  made  their  mifk 
takes,  and  had  their  faults)  but  they  did  not  expese  the  co» 
lony  to  the  danger  of  insurrectfon,  nor  stigmatiae  dieir  own 
administration. 

To  return  to  my  narrative: — On  the  i^th  I  received  die 
first  letter  from  Gov.  Bligh ;  to  which,  being  unable  to  write 
myself  and  haviug  no  person  near  me  to  perform  that  offiee, 
I  returned  a  verbal  answer  by  the  Orderly,  as  mentioned  in 
Capt.  Bligh*s  evidence.  Od  the  26th  I  received  a  letter  from 
die  Governor,  announcing  his  resolution  to  arrest  six  officera 
of  the  102d,  for  treasonable  practices,  aad  requiring  m^  as  I 
was  unable  to  attend  myself,  to  appoint  Major  Abbott  to  the 
command  of  the  regiment.  Had  these  measures  been  adopt- 
ed, there  would  have  been  but  two  officers  to  do  the  duty  of 
the  regiment,  and  the  highest  and  most  important  dudes  must 
have  been  left  to  the  Seijeanls.  I  was  ill)  Maj.  Abbott  was 
at  Paramatta,  sixteen  miles  off;  and  ijt  could  not  be  expected, 
but  that  die  arrest  of  six  oficers,  and  the  dread  of  what  mea"  . 
surea  would  eoeue,  would  occasion  considerable  uneasiness.  • 
Hf  medical  friend  had  direct  me  on  no  account  to  leave/, 
my  room :  but  sensible  of  the  danger  of  this  crisis,  and  anx*  • 
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ions  to  avert  impending  evil|  I  neglected  that  advic^  got 
myself  dressed,  and  was  driven  to  town  by  the  aid  of  my  fa* 
mily.  On  my  arrival,  as  I  passed  through  tiie  streets,  every 
thing  denoted  term  and  consternation:  I  saw  in  every  direct 
tion  groups  of  people  with  soldiers  amongst  them;  apparently 
in  deep  and  earnest  conversation.  I  repaired  immediately  to 
the  barrack ;  and,  in  order  to  separate  the  military  from  the 
people,  made  the  dram  b6at  to  orders.  The  soldiers  imme- 
diately repaired  to  the  barrack-yard,  where  they  were  drawn 
up,  and  where  they  remained. 

In  the  mean  time  an  immense  number  of  the  people, 
comprising  all  the  respectable  inhabitants,  except  those  who 
were  immediately  connected  with  Capt.  Bligh,  rushed  into 
die  barrack  and  surrounded  me,  repeating  with  importonate 
clamour  a  solicitation  that  I  would  immediately  place  the  Go- 
vernor under  arr^.  They  solemnly  assured  me,  if  I  did  nor, 
an  insurrection  and  massacre  would  certainly  take  place ;  and 
added,  that  the  blood  of  the  colonists  would  be  upon  my 
bead.  [Here  the  prisoner  mentioned  the  requisition  which 
had  been  presented  to  him,  after  which  he  proceeded.] 

We  marched  to  the  Government  House,  attended  by  a  vast 
concourse  of  people,  who  were  all  inflamed  with  indignation 
against  the  Governor.  On  our  arrival  I  learnt  that  the  offi- 
cers I  had  sent  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  interview,  but 
that  the  Grovemor  had  concealed  himself.  This  intelligence 
was  truly  alarming,  for  I  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  the 
agitation  it  was  likely  to  produce.  I  immediately  drew  up 
the  soldiers  in  a  line  before  the  Government  House,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  people,  who  were  thus  made  to  keep  a  re- 
spectful distance :  the  troops  were  halted,  and  made  to  stand 
at  ease.  I  then  directed  a  small  number  to  proceed  in  search 
of  the  Governor,  while  I  waited  below  to  protect  the  iamOy 
from  injury  or  insult.  The  search  occupied,  according  to 
Gov.  Bligh's  account,  two  hours.  At  length  he  was  fouod, 
and  brought  to  the  room  where  I  was.  When  he  was  intro- 
duced,  I  gently  informed  him  of  th^  step  which,  by  the  rQ* 
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quisitioD  of  the  people^  I  had  been  obliged  to  take.  He  an- 
sweredi  He  was  very  sony  he  had  incurred  public  displeasure ; 
had  he  been  aware  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  his  con- 
duct, he  would  have  acted  otherwise ;  and  he  resigned  all 
authority  into  my  hands,  publicly  thanking  me  for  the  hand- 
some manner  in  which  I  had  carried  the  wishes  of  the  people 
into  execution*  I  then  gave  the  orders  \  deemed  necessary 
for  the  security  and  the  protection  of  hk  person,  and  the  safety 
and  ease  of  his  family,  and  withdrew.  During  all  this  time 
the  troops,  far  from  being  infuriate  or  uncontrollable,  main*- 
tained  the  most  steady  order  and  the  most  perfect  silence  ; 
not  a  man  stirred  from  his  rank,  except  those  who  were  or- 
dered, nor  was  a  word  spoken  along  the  whole  Une« 

I  know  that  a  great  part  of  thb  statement  difiers  very  ma- 
terially from  that  of  Capt.  Bligh  and  hb  witnesses;  but  I 
trust  I  shall  be  able  to  support  it  in  every  particular  by  full 
and  satisfactory  evidence,  Capt.  Bligh  admits  that  I  behaved 
to  him  with  perfect  gentleness  and  propriety ;  but  be  talks  of 
the  invasion  of  the  Government  House  as  a  scene  of  utter 
riot  and  confusion;  his  seizure  he  calls  a  Robespierrean  scene: 
he  speaks  of  shouting  by  the  soldiery;  and  has  been  led  to 
believe  that  the  po8itk>n  of  the  guns  at  the  parade  was  altered 
so  as  to  menace  the  Government  House.  For  all  this  fabri- 
cation and  e;caggeration  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account.  I 
am  not  willing  to  assert  that  Capt.  Bligh  has  wilfully  feigned 
all  these  circumstances ;  but  if  I  eacclude  that  supposition,  I 
must  believe  that  the  terror  he  underwent  during  bis  two 
hours  concealment  must  have  perverted  bis  powers  of  percep-* 
tion.  I  cannot  of  my  own  knowledge  speak  of  the  situation 
b  which  he  was  found,  nor  will  I  repeat  what  has  been  told  mer 
by  others;  their  account  will  be  given  on  oath;  they  will 
state  the  condition  in  which  they  found  his  Majesty's  full  uni- 
form on  the  back  of  Capt.  Bligb, — a  condition  which  would 
make  the  real  heroes  of  the  British  navy  blush  with  shame 
and  boil  with  indignation, 

^G 
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Such  are  the  events  which  took  place  od  the  26th  of  Jana- 
ary,  1808,  and  for  which  I  am  now  called  upon  to  answer.  I 
have  accounted  for  the  causes  of  my  conduct  according  to  the 
exact  truth ;  and  upon  the  opinion  the  Court  shall  form  cf 
those  causes,  and  not  of  the  mere  act,  separated  entirely  from 
them,  I  trust  their  opinion  on  this  case  will  depend. 

It  ma}  be  said,  that  I  might  have  put  myself  at  the  head  of 
the  military,  and  with  their  aid  dispersed  the  people,  and  thus 
supported  the  Governor.  I  know  I  could  have  done  so^  and 
jthat  for  the  moment  it  would  have  been  attended  with  effect; 
but  of  this  I  am  perfectly  sure,  that,  identified  as  the  military 
were  with  the  people,  and  inflamed  by  the  feelings  of  wrongs 
and  Insults  afifecting  them  all,  they  w*ould  before  the  night 
was  past  have  joined  with  them,  or  at  least  refused  to  act 
against  tliem ;  while  vengeance  would  have  been  urged  to 
hs  greatest  degree  of  acrimony,  and  produced  on  one  side  or 
the  other  the  most  deplorable  excesses.  If  the  people,  joined 
by  the  military,  had  broken  out,  terror  and  devastation  would 
have  marked  their  course,  and  his  Majesty^s  line  flourishing 
infant  colony  would  have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  distress 
and  dissolution. 

After  explaming  some  subsequent  transactions,  the  pri- 
soner concluded  by  thanking  the  Court  for  their  patience  in 
attending  to  hb  address  '  I  need  not,'  he  added,  ^  implore 
tbem  to  give  to  my  evidence  the  same  patient  attention,  for 
that  I  am  sure  they  wilt  not  fail  to  do.  The  only  request  I 
have  to  make  is,  that  they  will  not,  in  considering  my  case, 
forget  the  peculiar  position  in  which  I  was  placed  5 — fer  ftom 
advice,  assistance,  or  control ;  amidst  a  population  used  to 
illegal  acts,  and  of  unrestrained  habits  i  a  population  dri\'en 
to  phrensy  by  oppression,  against  which  there  was  no  appeal; 
and  on  the  point  of  taking  it  into  their  own  hands  vengeance 
of  which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee,  and  equally  impossible 
not  to  dread,  the  consequence.  I  pray  them  to  consider  the 
difficulty  of  electing  a  proper  course  under  such  circom- 
stances:  and  if  tliey  feel  the  least  doubt  in  determining  on 
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my  moAveSy  I  hope  and  trust  that  my  long  and  unbkmidied 
service  of  thirty-five  years,  and  my  anxious  care  during  a 
^eat  portion  of  the  time  for  this  very  colony,  will  not  be 
without  their  weight  in  the  scale  of  consideration. 

Mr  Richard  Atkins,  Judge  Advocaite  of  the  Colony,  was 
first  sworn  by  Lieut.-Col.  Johnston, 

Did  your  situation  in  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  give 
yon  great  opportunities  of  knowing  Governor  Bligh's  conduct 
and  its  motives  ?    No  doubt,  sir. 

Has  the  Governor  at  diflTerent  times  endeavoured  to  influ- 
ence your  opinion  in  causes  before  you,  previously  to  the 
Court's  giving  their  decision  ?    No^  sin 

Have  you  frequently  been  obliged,  from  your  dread  of  the 
Governor,  to  submit  to  or  sanction  measures  repulsive  to 
your  feelings  and  judgment  ?  I  have,  sir,  sometimes  thought 
it  better,  ftom  certain  reasons,  to  sanction  measures  tha^ 
were  contrary  to  my  feelings  and  jndgment. 

Did  those  measures  relate  to  trials  between  the  Crown  and 
the  subject,  and  to  others,  between  party  and  party  ?  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think,  sir,  it  was  with  respect  to  colonial 
regulations. 

Did  you  ever  remonstrate  with  Gov.  Bligh  on  any  parti- 
cular occasion  ?     I  did. 

State  upon  what.  There  was  a  Mr  D^Arcy  Wentworth, 
assistant  surgeon,  who  was  tried  by  a  general  Court  Martial 
on  a  charge  exhibited  against  him.  He  was  sentenced  to  be 
reprimanded  by  the  Governor :  he  was  not  reprimanded  by 
the  Governor;  but  he  was  reprimanded  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  who  was  at  that  time  Lieut.  Col. 
Johnston,  the  prisoner.  Some  time  afterward,  when  I  saw 
Gov.  Bligh,  he  said  that  it  was  his  intention  to  suspend  Mr' 
D^Arcy  Wentworth  from  the  functions  of  his  office,  from 
being  assistant  surgeon.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  conceived  it 
was  improper,  because  he  had  already  undergone  the  sentence 
of  the  Court,  and  that  I  did  conceive  it  was  contrary  to  law, 
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iSuit  a  naa  shouldbc  puniBhed  aatourf  iipu.  The  i 
.tlu<  be  nuule  me  was  this :  **  The  iaw>  sir !  daniB  the  lav : 
aiy  will  is  the  law,  and  woe  aato  the  Bumthat  dares  to  liiaofa^ 
it !''    Mr  WeaMevtb  was  sospended. 

Was  Mr  Gore,  the  Provost  Marshal,  admitted  much  about 
(lie  pieseDce  and  intothe  oamissls  of  Gov.  Bligk?  Admitted 
much  about  bb  presence  I  no  doubt  of  it,  sir ;  be  was  can- 
stim^  there,  and,  as  Biysdf,  having  a  gveat  deal  ef  biimess 
todo  with  U)A  Qonemor:  with  respect  to  bis  ooowse^  aaj 
thing  that  might  pass  in  private  k  b  impossSde  fkv  ne  to 
^eakto. 

Was  Mr  Gore  tried  for  swindling  and  Moay  ?  He  was 
tried,  sir,  once  for  felony  and  onoe  on  a  chaige  cf  ftyud. 

Did  not  the  Court  that  tried  Mr  Gore  object  to  Mr  Cm- 
ley's  pleadmg  before  them ;  and  was  tbene  a  writtew  osdcr 
pradttced  from  the  Governor  to  compel  bis  being admittadle 
plead?  The  Court  did  objeot  to  his  pleading;  but  I  never 
saw  any  written  order  fmoi  the  Governor  to  adsiit  him  to 
plead. 

AMetnher.  Was  Crosley  for  or  against  Mr  Gme  ?  For 
him,  sir. 

Who  prepared  the  indictment  against  Mr  Gore^  and  what 
was  the  event  of  his  trial  ?  The  first  trial,  air,  was  for  felo- 
ny, and  I  prepared  the  indictment. 

What  was  the  result  of  it  ?  The  result  of  it  wa%  air,  that 
he  was  acquitted. 

Who  pnepaiod  the  iDdictment  for  the  aecoad  ?  Tlie  se* 
cond  vras  by  information,  and  Oeoige  Crosley  prepaled  it. 

What  was  the  second  for  ?  It  was  for  a  finud. 
.  What  was  the  result  of  that  ?  The  ohaigr,  sir,  vm&  for  a 
ftaod,  in  wioogfully  obtaining  die  sum  of  IS^.  upon  a  note 
that  was  diawB  by  one  James  Underwood;  but  it  im  made 
payable  neither  to  order  nor  to  bearer;  and  the  Court  were 
of  opinion,  that  as  the  note  was  not  negociabla,  the  obtaining 
payaoent  of  it  in  the  manner  that  was  obarged  i^gainst  Bfr 
GoBe  could  oat  be  considered  in  lawaa  afitaud* 
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Then  he  was  aii^uitted  }  Upon  ifhat  ground  he  Mras  ac- 
'qutCted,  the  Court  did  not  proceed.  The  fact  was,  he  had 
once  received  the  value,  1 5s.  and  wanted  to  receive  it  a  se^- 
eond  time. 

By  the  Prisoner.  Did  Gov.  Bligh  ever  shew  a  disposi- 
tion to  screen  Mr  Gore  from  justice,  by  interfering  !n  any 
business  pending  befbre  the  magistrates?  I  will  mention  a 
circumstance,  and  the  Court  will  consider  whether  it  was  an 
interference  or  not.  Mr  Gore  was  charged  with  a  crime, 
and  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  sat  to  inquire  into  it.  They  had 
made  progress,  sir,  in  their  examination,  and  the  further  pro^ 
eeedings  were  deferred  until  the  next  day:  before  we  met  on 
the  next  day,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor's  secret 
tary,  Mr  Griffin,  the  Governor  being  then  up  the  country  at 
Hawkesbury,  about  forty  miles  distance,  stating  that  it  was  his 
Erection. 

Whose  direction ;  Mr  Griffin*s,  or  the  Governor's  ?  Say- 
ing particularly,  it  was  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  direc- 
tion, that  the  Bench  of  Magistrates  do  not  meet  till  bis  re- 
turn to  Sydney,  to  the  capital. 

State  to  the  Court  the  treatment  that  Mr  Newsham,  one  of 
the  principal  witnesses  against  Mr  Gore,  experienced  by  the  or- 
der or  privity  of  the  Governor  for  some  days  previous  to  the 
trial  ?  I  always  understood,  sir,  that  Mr  Newsham  was  ex- 
ceedingly ill  treated,  and  cruelly  ill  treated;  but  as  it  did  not 
«ome  through  me  as  Judge  Advocate,  I  cannot  speak  to  it 

By  the  Court,  Do  you  know  whether  this  Mr  Newsham 
was  in  treated  by  Gov.  Bligh's  order  or  not  ?  I  know  no- 
thing of  it :  hearsay,  I  presume,  is  not  evidence  ;  it  did  not 
come  within  my  knowledge. 

What  was  the  crime  that  Gore  was  charged  with  then  ? 
H^  was  charged  with  that  very  crime  for  which  he  was  tried. 

You  mean  the  business  of  the  fraud  ?  No,  sir ;  it  was  for 
the  fekmy,  for  entering  into  a  house  and  taking  out  some 
property  belonpngto  a  Mr  Macanley. 
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He  WM  the  police  oficer?  No^  sir;  He  had  been  gtoter; 
and  I  am  not  certun  whether  he  was  gaoler  at  that  time  or 
not. 

By  the  Prisoner.  Was  there  any  legal  accusatioD  pre- 
ferred against  Mr  Newsham  ?  At  that  time  none,  sir^  to  mj 
knowledge. 

Was  it  at  your  request,  or  against  your  ioclinatioo,  that 
Mr  Crosley  was  consulted  and  employed  by  Gov.  Bligfa  ?  It 
was  with  my  own  approbation.  I  was  not  bred  to  the  law ; 
mine  has  been  a  military  life ;  and  not  understanding  forms 
of  law,  it  was  at  my  request,  and  I  did  apply  to  Gov.  Bligh  to 
allow  me  to  consult  him  upon  that  particular  occasion,  being 
ignorant  at  that  time  of  the  forms  of  law. 

State  to  the  Court  the  character  and  situation  of  Martin 
Mason  in  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales.  Martin  Mason, 
ar,  came  out  to  New  South  Wales  as  surgeon  of  a  merchant 
ship,  I  believe  of  a  convict  ship.  After  a  considerable  time. 
Gov.  King,  in  consideration,  as  I  believe,  of  his  laige  fiunily, 
having  five  children,  appointed  him  Superiotendant  at  a  place 
called  Tooogabbee,  where  the  worst  characters  were  sent. 

^  JUember.  Does  Superinteodant  import  Superintend 
dant  of  convicts,  or  Superiotendant  of  works  ?  Superintend 
dant  of  convicts  and  of  labour,  sir:  he  was  at  the  same  time 
sworn  in  as  a  magistrate.  After  some  time,  various  com- 
plaints came  to  me  of  oppression  and  otherwise  ill  conduct 
on  his  part  towards  the  convict ;  but  as  I  knew  the  desperate 
set  he  had  to  deal  with,  I  took  little  or  no  notice  of  them.  At 
last,  sir,  a  chatge  of  a  very  serious  nature  was  stated  to  die 
Governor,  (Gov.  King)  which  was,  that  Mr  Mason  having 
looked  with  an  eye  of  cupidity  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression) op  one  of  the  cpnvict  women,  but  wlio  refused  to 
gratify  him,  be  had  tied  her  to  a  post,  where  she  remained  the^ 
whole  night.  This  was  inquired  into  by  a  Bench  of  Magi- 
strates, of  which  I  was  one,  when  the  fact  was  cleariy  proved; 
and  in  consequence  he  iiever  was  permitted  to  act  as  a  magi* 
strate  afterwurds,  and  the  magistrates  actually  refused  to  act 
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with  him :  among  others,  Mr  Marsden  refused,  I  refused ;  he 
was  not  permitted,  to  my  knowledge,  to  act  as  a  magistrate 
either  at  Toongabbee  or  at  the  Hawkesbury. 

By  the  Court.  Was  he  dismissed  ?  I  don't  know  that 
he  was  dismissed,  but  I  never  knew  him  after  that  as  a  magi- 
strate ;  myself  and  the  other  magistrates  refused  to  act  with 
him ;  but  whether  he  was  formally  dismissed  by  the  Gorer- 
nor,  I  cannot  say. 

Did  he  still  continue  Superintendant  of  the  convicts?  I 
believe  he  did,  but  I  am  not  certain  of  that.  After  some 
•time,  sir,  Gov.  King  sent  him  to  superintend  the  <jonvicts  at 
a  place  they  call  Huntei-'s  River,  or  most  commonly  the  Coal 
Wver,  where  the  worst  of  the  convicts  are  sent. 

Even  worse  than  those  you  first  mentioned  ?  Even  worse 
than  -those,  sir ;  we  have  all  descriptions  of  them.  He  had 
not  been  there  any  great  length  of  time  before  complaints 
upon  complaints  came  to  Sydney  against  him  for  cruelty  and 
oppression,  such  as  was  really  shocking  to  think  of.  He  was 
sent  for  to  Sydney,  and  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Hunter's 
River  was  desired  to  send  such  evidence  as  he  might  think 
necessary  to  prove  the  fact,  which  he  did.  The  matter  came 
before  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  a  second  time,  when  it  was 
dearly  proved  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  those  oppressions 
and  tyranny.  There  were  two  men  brought,  sir,  who  were 
so  ill  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  their  evidence  lying  on 
the  ground  ;  and  they  swore  positively  they  were  in  that  state 
owing  to  the  ill  treatment  which  they  had  received  from  Mr 
Mason,  and  which  was  corroborated  by  other  evidence. 

What  sort  of  ill  treatment  was  it  that  this  was  owing  to? 
To  over-labour,  sir ;  and  punishments  of  different  kinds. 

Was  he  dismissed  ?     Yes,  sir. 

By  Gov.  King?    Yes,  sir. 

You  say,  positively,  he  was  dismissed ;  that  he  did  not  re- 
sign ?  He  was  dismissed,  sir ;  and  afterwards  went  to  the 
Hawkesbury  and  acted  as  a  surgeon  there:  he  had  some  land 
liven  him  iii  consideration  of  his  family,  which  he  did  not 
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cukivate^  but  lived  upoo  his  pEofessional  neaas  as  a  sargpom 
anoag  the  settlers. 

By  the  Prisoner,  State  to  the  Court  your  opioicm  of  the 
Hnwkesbuiy  settleis ;  and  what  importance  ought  to  be  at- 
tached to  an  address  from  them  to  aoy  Governor.  I  believe, 
sjTy  thai,  except  a  very  few,  a  glass  of  gin  would  bias  them. 

What  Dumber  do  you  mean  by  a  very  few  }  I  mean,  per- 
haps, six,  or  seven,  or  ten,  I  cannot  exactly  say  what  Dumber* 

What  may  be  the  number  of  the  population  altogether?  I 
canxu>t  say  with  preeisioo;  I  suppose  there  might  be  200D 
people  there  ;  it  b  asettlemenl  of  about  60  or  70  taii^  in  ex-* 
tent,,  and  the  whole  pqpuUtion,  (I  don't  mean  settkis  only) 
might  be  about  2000. 

Were  not  a  great  majority  of  the  H»wkesbury  settlers,  in 
consequence  of  their  debts  to  Mr  Palmer,  Mr  Ctmipbett,  and 
Andrew  Thomson^  much  under  their  influeoce  ?  There  is 
DO  doubt  of  it,  sir;  they  owed  large  sums  of  monqr  to  all 
three;  but  how  far  that  influenced  them  it  is  not  £»  me  to 
JHdgp. 

Mr  John  M^Arthur  sworn.    Examined  by  Lieut^CoL 
Johnston. 

How  long  have  you  been  established  in  New  South  Wales} 
I  went  to  the  colony  in  the  year  1 789,  as  an  officer  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps }  twenty- one  years  since. 

When  did  you  first  commeoce  your  agricultural  pursuits 
in  that  colonyi  About  the  year  17^*  The  colony  had, 
previously  to  that  period,  been  in  the  extremest  distress  far 
provisions;  the  rations  issued  by  the  Government  were  fine- 
quently  so  small,  that  the  greatest  want  prevailed,  and  abso* 
lute  foroine  i^'as  often  apprehended.  -When  Major  Gtoscj^ 
(now  Gen.  Grose,  took  the  command  of  the  colony  aa  Lien- 
tenant  Governor,  he  considered  it  expedient  to  enconn^ 
cultivation  by  giving  grants  of  land  to  the  officers  both  civil 
and  military.  Among  the  persons  so  encouraged,  was  my- 
self ;  and  1  devoted  myself  with  great  assiduity  to  the  cleanqg 
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and  the  euidvadiig  of  the  land  given  to  me,  and  to  the  raising 
of  every  kind  of  animal  fitted  for  food. 

What  ()9antity  of  live  stock  do  you  suppose  you  have  reared 
itt  the  period  you  havespobea  of  ?  To  the  hest  of  my  know-- 
ledge  and  belief,  I  have  circulated  anioiig  the  settlers  at 
least  20y8(M.  worth  of  breeding  animals,  all  raised  l^  myself. 

^  Jiimber,  We  cannot  judge  of  the  number  of  the  cat* 
tie  by  such  a  statement,  because  the  prices  might  be  very 
high. 

IKa  WUneM,  I  have  sent  an  inimeme  quantity  to  the 
market  to  be  slaughtered,  and  I  am  sure  I  may  fairly  estimate 
from  my  present  stock,  that  the  colony  will  be  supplied  with 
at  least  100,0001bs,  weight  annually.  It  is  perhaps  proper 
that  I  shQukI  stale  to  the  Court,  that  th^  stock  from  which 
such  large  supplies  have  been  obtained,  originally  consisted 
only  of  about  sa  or  seven  eows^  and  about  thirty  ewes ;  and 
liiat  from  these  I  have  raised  1,000  or  1,300  head  of  homed 
oattle,  and  at  least  U>  or  12,000  sheep.  The  last  returns  of 
VRf  stock  made  the  nuflsber  of  sheep  4,600^  the  horned  cattle 
near  300,  with  about  50  horses. 

Are  those  in  addition  to  the  numbers  you  before  stated? 
No ;  they  are  the  present  stock. 

What  was  the  price  of  beef  and  muttonin  the  colony  when 
you  commenced  breeding  cattle  and  sheep ;  and  what  was 
the  price  when  you  left  the  colony  ?  When  I  commenced, 
it  flttotpailed-from  Ss.  to  2$.  6d.  per  pound :  before  f  left  it,  I 
aopplied  Government  with  a  large  quantity  at  Is. :  and  since 
my  departure  they  have  been  suf^lied  with  a  still  larger 
quantity  at  9d. 

At  what  period,  and  in  what -manner,  did  the  Government 
of  Bngland' encourage  your  agrieultuml  Views  ?  In  the  be- 
ginnitig  of  the  year  1804,  some  of  the  most  eminent  manu- 
fiusturers  of  woollen  cloth  in  EUigiand  saw  by  accident  some 
specimens  of  tiie  wool  that  1  had  raised  in  New  South  Wales; 
its  quality  was  so  fine  that  it  iMuced  them  to  find  me  out, 
and  to  make  particular  inquiries  how  and  in  what  manner 

4  H 
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this  wool  bad  been  raised.  On  my  communicating  to  them 
all  I  knew  upon  the  subject,  they  expressed  a  decided  opinioD 
that  the  colony  of  New  Hdland  might,  with  proper  encoii- 
ragement,  be  enabled  in  time  to  supply  the  woc^en  maaii- 
facture  ofthis  country  with  the  wh<4e  quantity  of  fine  wool 
wliich  was  then,  with  great  difficulty,  obtained  from  ^luo  ; 
and  such  was  the  imp<»tance  which  they  attached  to  tbi^  that 
they  signt6ed  their  determination  to  communicate  tbeir  opi- 
nion to  Government  by  memorial,  which  was  soon  afterwani 
done.  In  consequence  of  those  memoriab  being  sent  in,  I 
was  directed  to  attend  a  Privy  Council,  before  whom  I  was 
particularly  examined  as  to  the  state  of  my  jBocks  and  their 
probable  improvement.  The  Privy  Council  were  so  satisfied 
of  the  importance  of  the  undertaking,  that  they  lecom- 
mended  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Aat  it  should  be  enoomaged. 

In  what  shape  was  the  encouragement  of  Government 
conferred  upon  you  ?  Lord  Camden,  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  was  pleased  to  order  me  a  giant  of  £r,000  acres  of  taad, 
in  a  particiUar  situation  which  I  had  pointed  out  to  hk  kand- 
ship :  at  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  the  GovenKir  of  the  colo- 
ny, directing  that  I  was  to  be  supplied  with  shepherds. 

Did  Gov.  Bligh  promote  the  intentions  of  Government  in 
your  favour,  and  forward  your  agricultural  views  i  Never,  in 
the  smallest  degree. 

State  to  tlie  Court  the  circumstances  of  your  first  interview 
with  Gov.  filigh  on  the  subject  of  your  agricultural  specida- 
tions.  When  Gov.  King  gave  op  die  government  to  the  pio- 
secutor,  he,  (Gov.  King)  retired  with  his  family  to  the  Go- 
vernment House  at  Paramatta.  Having  undentood  diat 
the  prosecutor  was  on  a  visit  there,I  went  to  the  Government 
House ;  this  was  about  a  month  afiter  he  had  taken  the  com- 
mand. I  found  him  walking  in  the  garden  perfectly  disen- 
gaged, and  alone  ;  and  thinking  it  a  proper  opportunity  to 
speak  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  affiurs,  I  inquired  if  he  had 
been  iafbrmed  of  the  wishes  oi  Government  respecting  them : 
I  particularly  alluded  to  the  sheep^  and  the  probable  advan- 
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tages  that  might  result  to  the  colony  and  the  mother^coun- 
tij  from  the  productioo  of  fine  wool.    The  prosecutor  burst 
'Out  instantly  into  a  most  violent  passion,  exclaiming,  <  What 
have  I  to  do  with  your  sheep^  sir ;  what  have  I  to  do  with 
your  cattle  ?    Are  you  to  have  such  flocks  of  sheep  and  such 
herds  of  cattle  as  no  man  ever  heard  of  before  ?     No^  sir  !*    I 
endeavoured  to  appease  him,  by  stating  that  I  had  understood 
the  Government  at  home  had  particularly  recommended  me 
to  his  notice.    He  replied^  *  I  have  heard  of  your  concerns, 
sir;  you  have  got  5,000  acres  of  land  in  the  finest  situation 
in  the  country ;  but,  by  God,  you  shan't  keep  itf    1  told 
him  that  as  I  had  received  this  land  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  Privy  Council  and  by  the  <Mrder  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
I  presumed  that  my  right  to  it  was  indisputable.     *  Damn 
the  Privy  Council !  and  damn  the  Secretary  of  State,  too  !* 
he  says ;  *  What  have  they  to  do  with  me  ?    You  have  made 
a  number  of  false  representations  respecting  your  wool,  by 
which  you  have  obtained  this  land.'    I  told  him,  I  had  made 
no  false  repseseotatiDn^  :  and  that  luckily,  as  he  was  on  the 
spot,  he  could,  by  examining  the  flock^  ascertain  the  fact 
himself;  and  there  was  a  flock  of  7  or  800  then  at  my  houses 
within  a  mile  of  him;  if  he  pleased  he  could  examine  them 
that  morning.    We  immediately  after  entered  the  Govern- 
ment House,  where  we  found  Governor  and  Mrs  King,  and 
sat  down  to  breakfast.    The  prosecutor  then  seoewed  the 
conversation  about  my  sheep,  addressing  himaelf-to  Governor 
King;  when  he  used  such  violent  and  insulting  language  to 
him,  that  Gov.  King  burst  into  tears.    About  two  liours  after, 
the  prosecutor.  Gov.  King,  and  Major  Abbott  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  came  to  my  house,  and  a  flock  of.  sheep 
were  produced  for  the  prosecutor  to  examine.    Their  im* 
provements  were  so  apparent,  and  corresponded  so  exactly 
with  my  representations,  that  the  prosecutor  had  nothing  fur* 
ther  to  say  in  respect  to  the  truth  of  what  I  had  advanced. 
After  a  little  general  convenation  respecting  their  probable 
increase  in  numbers  and  the  value  of  the  wool,  he  burst  out 
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into  a  second  pftsBioQ,  and  adced  ne  what  thk  exftmiaatiaB 
was  for,  as  nobody  ever  doubted  the  posribility  of  ndsing  fine 
wool  in  New  South  Wales;  '  But  what  have  I  to  do  with  it  r 
I  told  him  in  the  most  respectful  maimer  I  ooold  assoBK, 
that  I  certainly  had  understood  him  that  morning  as  dcmbdng 
the  truth  of  my  representations.    <  No  such  thing  !*  he  re- 
plied ;  *  and  I  desire,  sir,  you  wiH  never  attempt  to  attidi 
any  such  meanings  to  my  words.'    To  draw  off  his  attentioQ 
^from  this  subject,  which  seemed  to  give  him  great  oflfenoc,  I 
again  mentioned  that  I  was  extremely  desirous  to  aacertain 
how  far  his  opinions  corresponded  with  those  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  <  Damn  the  Secretary  of  State !'  he  answered,  with 
the  utmost  violence;  '  He  commands  at  home ;  I  commaBd 
here.' 

Mr  M'Arthur  then  proceeded  to  accuse  Gov.  Bl^h  of 
taking  from  him  two  Government  servants)  and  of  depoaacn 
ing  him  of  some  property  which  he  held  under  lease  finm 
the  crown,  by  removing  the  fence  he  was  erecting.  He  also 
stated  the  origin  of  his  quarrel  with  the  Governor,  which  was 
in  substance  as  follows  ^— He  sent  a  schooner  to  Otaheite  to 
procure  salted  poric :  after  the  vessel  had  been  some  days  at 
sea,  a  convict  was  found  concealed  among  ^  fire^wood, 
for  which  she  was  seised,  and  ^^900  demanded  as  being 
forfeited  on  a  bond  which  the  deponent  conceived  had  no  re- 
lation to  the  voyage  she  had  been  employed  on.  He  therew 
fore  abandoned  the  vessel,  and  dkmisBed  the  crew,  who  com- 
plained to  the  Governor.  His  exeeHeney  tiierefore  issued  a 
warrant  against  Mr  M^Avthilr,  which  he  resisted,  but  next 
day  it  was  executed  by  force.  He  then  gave  bail,  and  ap- 
pealed against  the  Judge  Advocate  aeting  on  the  trial,  because 
he  was  hisavowed  enemy.  The  Court  supported  his  objections, 
but  the  Governor  committed  him  to  prison,  and  summoned 
the  six  officers  that  formed  the  Court  to  answer  a  charge  of 
suspicion  of  treason.    After  diis  the  Governor  was  arrested. 

On  his  cross-examination  he  admitted  that  he  had  had 
dttterences  vrith  Gov.  PhiHips^  Gov«  Hunter,  and  Gbv.  King. 
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That  be  h»d  fooght  a  duel  with  Ow.  PaMnmh  aiid  was  jr^t 
kone  a  piiaoD«i^  but  relei»ed  by  die  Cotnttiaiider  in  Chfef, 
and  that  he  abo  foaght  a  dad  with  Col.  Poveatit. 

Notfiidg  very  particular  insulted  iroin  the  exaitiinatioii  of 
Lieutenants  Finucane   and   Kettp,   but   Ueut.    Minchift 
stated  that  several  persons  who  were  acquitted  by  the  Gtl<- 
ininal  Court,  were  afterwards  brought  befell  a  bench  of  ma- 
gistnites,  and  punished  fcr  the  same  ofibnce,  the  Governor  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  Court    He  afltinned 
that  he  had  no  intimacy  with  Mr  M'Arthuf,  and  proceeded 
to  state  the  situation  in  which  Gov.  Bligh  Was  found  at  the 
time  of  his  arrest    *  He  wa^'  said  thi$  witness,  '  in  a  small 
room  up  stturs  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  setvant*s  room ; 
there  was  a  small  bedstead  and  some  lumbey  in  it.    I  wall 
ealled  toward  that  room,  I  helieve,  by  the  Governor's  Secre^ 
tary,  Mr  GtlAn ;  I  think  it  was  hU  votce«    The  Governor 
was  then  standing  up ;  there  were  two  or  three  soldiers  in  the 
room ;  two,  I  teeollect  perfectly.    His  bosom  was  open,  Ms 
shirt  frilt  out)  and  he  iqppeared  to  me  to  be  In  the  act  of  pub- 
ting  it  info  his  waistcoat  at  the  time  I  went  into  the  room. 
From  hb  putting  his  hand  to  put  the  fKIl  of  his  shirt  in,  one 
of  the  soldiers  called  out  to  me,  ^  Take  care,  he  has  got  a 
^jis^oi."    I  then  ordered  the  soldiers  away,  and  I  said  to  the 
Governor,  that  I  was  extremely  sorry  he  suffered  himself  to 
he  found  in  that  manner;  that  he  had  not  come  forward  in 
the  first  instance  to  meet  the  officers.    A  corporal  who  was 
in  the  room,  and  who  is  now  in  the  73d  regiment,  said,  as  he 
was  going  out,  **  We  found  him  there,  sir,"  (pointing  under 
the  bedstead.)    The  fore  part  of  his  coat,  the  lappels,  were 
full  of  dust,  and  the  back  part  full  of  feathers :  he  appeared 
to  be  very  much  agitated ;  indeed  I  never  saw  a  man  so  much 
frightened  in  my  life,  in  appearance.    When  I  went  into 
the  room  he  reached  his  hand  to  me,  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  protect  his  life.    I  assured  him  his  life  was  not  in 
danger;  and  that  I  would  pledge  my  own  for  the  safety  of 
his.    I  then  told  him  that  CoL  Johnston  was  in  the  room  be- 
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low,  and  that  I  wooM  see  him  safely  to  him  if  he  would  allow 
me :  he  took  my  arm,  and  we  walked  down  stairs  together. 
On  our  getting  to  the  stairs,  his  secretary  came  ap  the  other 
aide,  and  isaid,  '^  Will  you  take  my  arm,  sir  ?"  the  Governor 
replied,  *<  No ;  I  am  perfectly  safe  with  Mr  MiDchin."    I 
shewed  him  to  the  room  where  Major  Johnston  was  waiting. 
The  Governor  came  towards  him,  and  I  must  acknowledge  it 
surprised  me  to  see  the  Governor  reach  his  hand  toward  him; 
Col.  Johnston  told  him  he  had  taken  that  step  at  the  reqaest 
of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  he  was  sorry  he  was 
obliged  to  do  it  for  the  preservation  of  the  colony.     Gov. 
Bligh  thanked  him  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he 
bad  carried  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  into  eflect^  and  san^ 
that  had  he  before  known  he  was  so  much  disliked  by  the  in- 
habitants, he  would  have  left  the  colony.    Some  other  con- 
versation passed,  which  I  do  not  immediately  recollect,  until, 
coming  out  at  the  door,  I  heard  the  Governor  say  to  Col. 
Johnston,  He  hoped  he  would  have  np  objection  to  his  hav- 
ing a  few  friends  to  eat  a  bit  of  dinner  with  him  now  and 
then?    Col.  Johnston  said  *' Certainly  not, sir;*'  and  imme- 
diately after  that  I  left  the  house. 

This  witness  underwent  a  long  cross-examination  relative 
to  the  truth  of  bis  statement  concerning  the  Govomor  inter- 
fering improperly  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

Mr  John  Blaxland  deposed,  that  he  became  a  settler  in 
New  South  Wales  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  with  die 
Secretary  of  State.  He  had  to  have  8000  acres,  and  the  la- 
bour of  80  convicts,  and  a  free  pas^ge  out  for  himself,  fami- 
ly, and  stock;  in  return  fw  which  the  deponent  engaged  to 
employ  a  capital  of  not  less  than  6000/.  He  said  that  the 
capital  he  employed  exceeded  14,500/.  but  that  he  could  on- 
ly obtain  1,290  acres,  and  21  convicts,  and  was  in  other  re- 
spects ill  used  by  Gov.  Bligh,  who  refused  to  fulfil  the  agree- 
ment. 
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On  bis  cfoss-examuiatiooy  he  acknowledged  having  signed 
a  subscription-paper,  intended  to  defray  the  expences  of  John 
M^Arthur,  Esq.  who  was  appointed  to  proceed  to  England,  in 
order  to  lay  before  Government  the  mal-administration  of 
Gov.  Bligh.  It  also  appeared  that  he  bad  not  produced  sa-« 
tisfactory  documents,  when  called  on  by  Gpov.  Bligh,  to  prove 
that  he  had  actually  employed  the  capital  stipulated  for, 
and  that  no  more  convicts  could  be  granted  without  preju- 
dice to  the  public  works.  It  came  also  out  on  the  examina- 
tion of  this  witness,  that  Lieut.*Col.  Johnston  had  com- 
plained of  his  conduct  after  Gov.  Bligh's  arrest.  His  evi- 
dence was  very  confused. 

Lieut.  Kent,  Acting  Commander  of  the  Porpoise^said,  that 
he  carried  verbal  orders  from  Gov.  Bligh  to  Captain  Piper, 
the  Commandant  at  Norfolk  Island,  that  he  was  to  send  the 
settlers  off  the  island,  and  in  case  any  of  them  refused  to  go, 
he  was  to  use  military  force,  and  if  any  of  them  took  to  the 
woods,  he  was  to  outlaw  them  and  to  shoot  them.  He  stated 
further,  that  the  settlers  chose  rather  to  go  to  the  Derwent 
than  to  Port  Dalryrople,  because  the  former  was  considered 
as  without  the  jurisdiction  of  Gov.  Bligh. 

This  witness  also  stated,  that  Gov.  Bligh  gave  him  orders 
to  batter  down  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  to  compel  the  inhabi- 
tants to  reinstate  him,  and  that  when  he  came  on  board,  he 
was  in  a  violent  rage  because  be  had  not  obeyed  this  order. 
He  was  confined  two  years,  brought  home,  and  acquitted  by 
a  court  martial.  The  instructions  sent  to  Capt.  Piper  from 
Gov.  Bligh,  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Norfolk  Island  was 
put  in,  and  appeared  to  be  drawn  up  in  the  most  judicious 
and  humane  manner. 

Mr  Da^d  Dickinson  Mann  stated,  that  he  had  a  house 
worth  4002.  which  Gov.  Bligh  ordered  him  to  pull  down,  and 
to  give  up  the  lease.  When  the  witness  mentioned  the  laws 
of  England,  which  entitled  him  to  a  just  and  quiet  possession^ 
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the  Goy^mcur  hastily  repbed,  ^  Damn  your  hra»  of  EngtaDd! 
don't  talk  to  wfi  of  your  laws  of  England:  I  will  make  lavs 
for  this  coloDy)  and  ev^vy  wietcb  of  you,  sob  of  a  bitch,  AsU 
be  governed  by  tb^m J  or  there  (pointing  over  to  the  gaol)  b 
yourliBbitation !'  He  then  bowed  to  luin,  and  wirikedbin  a 
good  norBing.-rTkis  wiMiein  also  stated,  that  be  kifomed 
Jiir  Ps^Bier  three  months  befi>se  Gov.  BUgb's  araest,  that  on- 
less  al}eps  weie  taken  to  t^onciliate  tbe  people^  a  revoliidao 
wouU  shortly  happen.  On  his  cross^xaminatioQ^  it  was 
asked  #hckher  bis  hous^  had  not  been  eceeted  witbid  the  Hne 
marked  out  for  the  Governmeot  domains^-bat  of  this  the  wit« 
ness  professed  his  ignorance. 

Serjeaot>Major  Thomas  Whittle  sworn.     JBcawimeef  by 
IJeut^Col.  Johnston.    ' 

Had  you  a  leasehold  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  with  a  bouse 
bulk  on  k?    I  bad,  sir. 

Whi^  was  the  value  of  it }  The  vahie,  sir,  it  stood  me  in, 
was  about  SlOk 

Did  Capt.  Biigh  ever  order  you  to  pull  down  diat  house  i 
Capt  Bligh,  sir,  oame  to  me  one  mooiing  about  seven  a'clock. 

When  was  this  ?  About  four  or  five  months  before  he  was 
pot  under  arrest.  He  canae  with  two  dragoons  after  him,  sir. 
I  saw  him  conmg  towaids^e  gate,  and  I  went  and  paid  him 
the  compliment  that  was  doe  to  him.  He  adted  me  bow  I 
eame  by  it.  I  told  him,  sir,  that  I  had  exchanged  it  for  a 
house  thst  I  had  jioed  in  before,  with  a  man  of  the  naaae  of 
Connor,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  He  .baiwled  out  in  a 
very  violent  manner,  (and  all  tbe  neighbours  beard  it)  that  I 
might  chop  and  change  as  I  pleased,  biit  he  would  have  the 
house  down  by  ten  o'clock,  and  that  I  was  welcome  to  ttke 
the  bricks  off  the  ground.  <  Sir,'  says  I,  ^  I  have  got  a  lease 
of  this  house :'  tben  be  paused  a  bit,  and  afterwards,  says  he, 

*  How  long  has  that  lease  to  run  ?'    Says  I,  *  It  has  about  six 
or  seven  years  to  run,  and  it  is  signed  by  Gov.  Hunter.'  « 

*  Well,'  says  he,  <  I  will  have  the  bouse  down  again  by  ten 
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o'clock,  and  yon  shall  ueitber  take  bricks  nor  aoy  tUog  ^la^ 
itwuy^  but  it  shall  be  all  auQe„  boiia^  an4  grouo4  Wi  all." 
(  dressad  myaelf,  sir,  and  went  to  parade,  andwentioned  the 
f^QMmstaoca  to  my  Iftdjutaot,  Adj.  MincUn.  lie  c^vised  mn$ 
sivp  to  le,t  t]^  pommaading  Officer  know,  to  see  whether  fa«^ 
could  protect  it  &r  me;  and  I  immediately  signed  it  o?es  U> 
ny  coouaaQdiog  officer  for  bis  protection. 

Wbo  was  yoipr  connbandiDg  officer  ^    CoL  Johnston. . 

Was  it  Gommooly  knoiyn  that  you  had  been  ordered  to  piiU 
down  your  house  ?  Yes,  sir  i  it  was  over  in  the  town  in  l^sji 
than  half  an  hour.  I  bad  a  little  business  at  the  Hospital 
WfaarfKand  eye^  body  had  it  in  their  mouths,  that  it  bad 
bee^  ordered  to  be  pulled  down;  and  were  saying  what  apity 
it  was  that  such  an  elegant  bouse  should  be  pulled  down. 

What  effect  did  that  produce  upon  its  value  ?  A  great 
deal,  sir;  I  could  have  got  6002,  for.it  before  that, .and  after* 
wards  I  ^uld  get  nothing  for  it,  till  I  sold  it  ta  Qov.  Mac- 
quarie  for  200  gallons  of  rum. 

On  his  cros8«.examinatian  he  admitted  having  assisted  i^ 
chairii^  |dr  M^\rthur,  but  did  not  know  of  any  transparen-». 
cies  baing  in  his  house  in  ridicule  of  Gov.  Bligh.    Before  hia 
cross-esa^unalioo  was  finishedi  lie  fainted  away,  and  was 
taken  out  of  court. 

Several  seijeants  were  now  examined,  who  all  expressed 
their  belief  except  one,  that  bad  the  six  officers  been  impri- 
soned, the  soldiers  would  have  mutinied  and  released  them. 
Afijer  this  the  defence  closed, 

IieiU.4Col.  Johnston  was  than  permitted  to  offer  bis  ob«^ 
servatioos  to  the  Court.  This  being  heard,  Gov.  Bl^h  gava^ 
in  hia  reply^  whioh  was  read  by  the  Judge  Advocate.  The 
Govempr  conqdained  much  that  his  whole  life  had  been 
searched  for  oecaskms  of  censure.  When  found,  he  said  he 
was  in  the  atdiude  pf  tearing  his  papers,  which  lay  on  the 
'  ik]^r.  '  It  has  been  said,' he  added,  '  tbl^thiscircumsta^cf» 
waMld  Mhe  tb«  Iwon^  of  the  British  Qsvy  blush  with  shame 
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and  burn  with  indignatioD.  I  ceitaioly  at  such  a  suggestknt 
burn  with  indignation,  but  who  ought  to  blush  with  shame  I 
leave  others  to  determine.  The  Ck>urt  will  forgive  me  if  I 
intrude  a  moment  on  their  time,  to  mention  the  services  io 
'  which  I  have  been  employed.  For  twenty-one  years  I  have 
been  a  Post-captain,  and  have  been  engaged  in  services  of 
danger,  not  falling  within  the  ordinary  duties  of  my  profies* 
sion :  for  four  years  with  Capt.  Cook  in  the  Resolution,  and 
four  years  more  as  a  commander  myself,  I  traversed  unknowu 
seas,  braving  difficulties  more  terrible  because  leas  frequently 
encountered.  In  subordinate  situations  I  fought  under  Ad- 
miral Paricer  at  the  Dogger  Bank,  and  Lord  Howe  at  Gib- 
raltar. In  the  battle  of  Camperdown  the  Director,  under  my 
command,  first  silenced  and  then  boarded  the  ship  of  Admi- 
ral de  Winter ;  and  after  the  battle  of  Copeniiagen,  where  I 
commanded  the  Glatton,  I  was  sent  for  by  Lord  Nelson  to 
receive  bis  thanks  publicly  on  the  quarter-deck.  Was  it  for 
me  then  to  sully  my  reputation  and  to  disgrace  the  medal  I 
wear  by  shrinking  from  death,  which  I  had  braved  in  every 
shape  ?  An  honourable  mind  will  look  for  some  other  nootive 
for  my  retirement,  and  will  find  it  in  my  anxiety  for  those  pa- 
pers, which  during  this  inquiry  have  been  occasionally  pro* 
duced  to  the  confusion  of  those  witnesses  who  thought  they 
no  longer  existed. 

I  have  not,''  he  concluded,  ^  so  far  forgotten  the  feelings 
of  a  man  in  the  character  of  a  Prosecutor,  as  to  feel  any  in- 
terest in  this  investigation,  except  as  it  is  connected  with  the 
vindicaticMiofmy  honour  and  reputation;  and  if  Col.  John- 
son's innocence  be  consistent  with  that  vindication,  I  shall  be 
the  first  to  rejoice  at  his  acquittal.  From  my  whole  coodnct 
and  character  before  I  took  the  command,  I  ask  for  a  favour- 
able constructk>n  of  my  actions.  To  the  regulations  and  or-- 
ders  made  during  my  government ;  to  the  public  dispatches 
sent  home  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  to  the  written  instruc- 
tions in  opposition  to  any  supposed  verbal  orders;  to  the  list 
0f  the  papers  seized  at  my  arrest ;  I  appeal,  and  with  oonfi- 
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dence»  for  proofii  of  my  general  pnmdence,  attentioiiy  and  hu- 
manity, my  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  my  country,  and  my  anx- 
iety for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  I  now  leave  the  whole 
case  to  the  judgment  of  the  members  of  this  honourable 
court,  thanking  them  for  their  unwearied  assiduity  during  this 
long  inquiry,  and  the  patient  attention  with  which  this  ad- 
dress has  been  heard.  [The  court  was  cleared ;  in  less 
than  an  hour  afterwards  the  court  broke  up,  and  did  not 
meet  again.  On  the  second  of  July  the  sentence  was  tV 
suedf  as  follows.] 

^  General  Ordebs. 

Horse  Guards,  2d  July,  1811. 

<<  At  a  General  Court  Martial,  held  at  the  Royal  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  on  the  7th  May^  1811,  and  continued  by  adjourn- 
mvatB  to  the  5th  of  June  following,  Lieut.-Col.  George  John- 
ston, Major  of  the  102d  regiment,  was  arraigned  upon  the 
undermentioned  charge,  viz. — 

^  That  lieut^Col.^  Geoi)^  Johnston,  Major  a^  aforesaid, 
did,  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  January,  1808,  at  Sydney,  in 
the  colony  ot  New  South  Wales,  begin,  excite,  cause,  and 
join  in,  a  mutiny,  by  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  New 
$omh  Wales  Corps,  then  under  his  command  and  doing 
duty  in  the  colony,  and  seizing  and  causing  to  be  seized  and 
arrested,  and  imprisoning  and  causing  to  be  imprisoned,  by 
means  of  the  above-mentioned  military  force,  the  person  of 
William  Bligh,  £sq.  then  Captain  General  and  Grovemor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales.' 

^  Upon  which  charge  the  court  came  to  the  following  de- 
cision :— • 

<  The  Court  having  duly  and  maturely  weighed  and  consi- 
dered the  whole  of  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  Prosecution, 
as  well  as  what  has  been  offered  in  defence,  are  of  opinion 
that  Lieut, 'CoL  Johnston  is  guilty  of  the  act  of  Mutiny  as 
described  in  the  charge,  and  do  therefore  sentence  him  to  be 
Cashiered. 
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^  Hts  ilojral  iligfiness  the  IVince  Rc^nt,  in  the  nmeuri 
CD  the  behalf  of  liis  Majesty,  was  pleased,  wn^  all  the  dr- 
ernnstatices  of  this  case,  to  acquiesce  m  (he  sentence  of  die 
Court. 

'  *^  The  Court,  in  passing  a  sentenee  ao  imuleqaate  to  die 
enormity  of  the  crime  of  which  the  prisoner  has  been  fbaad 
guilty,  bare  apparently  been  actuated  hy  a  conBidenrtioii  of 
the  novel  and  extraiN^inary  circanstanee^  wlocb,  byfhe 
evidence  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings,  may  hav«  ^ippeaml 
'  to  them  to  have  existed  during  the  adroinistratioD  «f  <Sor. 
Bligh,  both  as  affecting  the  tranquilltty  of  the  cx>lony,  and 
calling  for  some  immediate  decision.  But  although  the 
Prince  Regent  admits  the  principle  under  which  the  court 
fiave  allowed  this  consideration  to  act  in  midgation  of  the 
punishment  which  the  crime  of  mutiny  would  oifterwise 
have  suggested,  yet  no  circumstances  whatever  can  be  le* 
ceived  by  His  Royal  Highness  in/ie!?  extenuatiofi  of  «d  as> 
sumption  of  power,  so  subversive  of  every  prifierple  of  good 
order  and  discipline  under  whidi  Lieut.-<7ot.  MmsoD  has 
been  convicted. 

*f  The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  the  dbmrge  pre- 
ferred against  Lieut.-Col.  Johnston,  together  with  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Court,  and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Rc- 
gent^s  pleasure  thereon,  shall  be  read  at  the  head  dt  every 
regiment,  and  entered  in  the  reghnental  oideriy  book. 
**  By  command  of  his  Royal  Highness 
**  The  Commander  in  Chief, 

*  Harry  Caltert,  Adj.«-Qen.*' 

Such  was  the  result  of  this  important  trial,  which  involved 
considerations  and  consequences  of  the  highest  interest.  The 
materials  of  which  this  colony  is  constituted[,  audits  immeDse 
distance  from  home,  certainly  requires  a  vigorous  and  re- 
spected government.  The  danger  of  permitting  insurrec- 
tions to  pass  over  with  impunity,  and  the necessStyof en« 
/orclngcolonial  subordination,  all  concurred  to  require  some 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APHBNDfX.  621 

«§Ba)  {NMufawm  to  be  inflicted  on  tiMoe  i^^  faafl  vntamt 
to  oppose^  degrade,  end  iBpikoQ  bis  Majesty's  nfAesenlatlTe. 
Yet  DodoiUit^a  remain  on  the  miiid  after  penising  the  trial, 
but  that  Lieut«-Cot.  Joimftcii  was  aetnated  by  a  coasidetatiQii 
eftitt  novel  and  extraordinary  cnreumstaDcca  which  appeared 
to  edtty  and  which,  aiiccting  the  tmnquillity  of  the  colony^ 
ealtad  for  some  immediate  asessure  of  •decision.  All  the  wit*^ 
nesses  admitted  that  this  officer  was  remaricable  tar  his  peace* 
liftl  and  retired  habits;  diat  he  had  no  paiticular  intimacy 
with  the  feBtleman  whose  conduct  and  trial  were  the  irnme* 
iUate  causes  of  the  arrest;  that  he  filled  the  ezpenstve  and 
atimom  office  of  Governor  without  requiring  any  remunem^ 
tios,  and  that  he  diminiriied  his  popularity  hj  lessening  the 
jeicpenditttre  of  the  public  money. 

These  eireumstances  suffieieotiy  piove  that  Ats  nUMt^m 
wmtefurejmA  dial  he  was  actuated  by  the  patriotic  motiti 
ef  saving  the  ootony  ftom  the  dreadful  elEects  of  militaty  m^ 
eubordination,  sa  he  had  onoe  before  saved  it  from  the  lioeo^ 
itous  vkrfence  of  a  numerous,  despemte,  and  armed  mob  of 
convicts.  This  affiur  wilt,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  productive  of 
food  consequences.  It  will  render  the  ministen  in  future 
more  cautious  and  attewtive  in  selecting  a  Governor  pnaperly 
qualified  for  occupying  so  trying  and  delicate  a  situatioB ;  and 
it  wQl  teach  inferior  officers  the  propriety  of  repressing  any 
casual  burst  of  public  indignation,  with  all  their  power  and 
sufiuence,  and  of  holding  the  post  allotted  them  to  the  veiy  ^ 
Uut  eztrennty. 

The  new  Colony  of  New  South  Wales  b  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  boldest  and  most  singular  experiment  ever  tried.  To 
flant  a  settlement  merely  with  robbers,  thieves,  andvaga*- 
txmds,  is  a  project  which  was  never  before  attempted.  In 
America  the  transported  felon  was  fauided  amidst  a  sober,  ho«- 
Mst,  and  industrious  body  of  people.  His  vices  were  neither 
permitted  norencour^ed  by  his  associates,  and  he  was  soon 
.eompeMed  by  the  most  irresistible  motives  to  change  hb  ha* 
Mts,  and  to  deserve  the  public  confidence  and  approbation. 
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He  mOi  therefore,  loon  moQlded  into  the  general  imus,  and 
his  object  was  to  blot  out  the  remembiaiioe  of  tlie  causes  of 
hb  introdactioii.  Bat  io  New  South  Wales  there  are  but 
two  classes,  coovicts  and  their  masters,  or  overseers.  Tlie 
luxaries  and  vices  of  ctviiized  society  continue  stiil  to  infitt- 
ence  and  deprave  their  desires,  and  to  counteract  the  efiixts 
which  a  clunge  of  pUoe  and  sitoatioa  migfat  produce  in  ac- 
celerating their  moral  regeneration. 

This  perhaps  is  a  radical  error  in  the  formation  of  these 
settlements.    We  have,  indeed,  heard  many  accounts  of  the 
wonderful  transformations  which  have  tdcen  place ;  of  rob- 
bers and  highwaymen  being  converted  into  good  husbands, 
and  of  the  roost  abandoned  thieves  and  prostitutes  into  iolel- 
ligentand  industrious  mothers,  but  we  fear  these  statenaenta 
are  exaggerated ;  for  the  history  of  this  colony  presents  little 
else  but  a  continued  disgusting,  and  sickening  series  of  eriiiie% 
which  could  only  originate  from  die  most  invetersle  depn- 
vity.    There  are,  however,  some  noble  exceptions,  where  in- 
dividuals of  industrious  habits  have  rsised  a  small  capital,  cul- 
tivated land,  and  after  their  emancipation  have  entered  into 
commercial  speculations,  and  now  ranks  amongst  the  richest 
and  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  colony. 
.    The  salubrity  of  the  climate,  the  fertility  of  the  soii,  and  the 
excellence  of  the  situation  of  the  country  adjoining  Port  Jack- 
son, are  circumstances  which  must  ultimately  render  it  a 
great  and  flourishing  country.    Settlers  possessed  of  a  huge 
capital  have  here  ample  means  of  employing  it  with  incaico- 
lable  advantage*    The  former  scarcity,  which  so  frequently 
recurred,  was  principally  owing  to  the  careless,  abandoned, 
and  improvident  character  of  the  convicts ;  but  the  success  of 
Mr  Mc  Arthur^  in  rearing  stock,  shews  what  may  be  eflfected 
with  even  a  moderate  capital  properly  applied.    The  greatest 
impediment  to  improvement  arises  from  the  high  price  of  ,h* 
hour ;  but  a  scheme,  equally  sure  and  effectual,  might  be 
adopted  in  order  to  remove  this  evil.    Were  a  few  spirited 
capitalists  to  engage  a  vessel  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Cliioi^ 
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to  encourage  some  of  the  industrious  but  half-stanred  inhabi- 
tants of  that  country  to  settle  in  New  South  Wales,  a  com- 
immication  might  readily  be  opened,  and  numbers  of  Chinese 
would  iiock  to  a  country  where  the  exertions  of  industry 
were  so  well  rewarded.  It  is  a  prejudice  to  suppose  that  these 
people  refuse  to  quit  their  native  country.  Necessity  ope- 
rates with  equal  power  over  all  men,  and  the  thousands  oi 
peaceful  and  industrious  Chinese  which  inhabit  the  numerous 
'Slands  in  the  south  of  Asia,  sufficiently  attest  their  inclina- 
tion to  emigrate. 

The  combination  which  would  thus  be  formed  between  the 
bold,  restless,  and  active  characters  of  the  British  convicts, 
and  the  timid,  passive,  and  industrious  habits  of  the  Chinese, 
would  constitute  another  curious  and  singular  experiment  in 
morals  and  legislation.  The  European,  from  his  superior  ad- 
dress and  knowledge,  would  acquire  a  kind  of  superiority, 
which,  requiring  the  assumption  of  a  correspondent  charac- 
ter, generally  tends  to  alter  and  improve  the  moral  character. 
New  sources  of  industry  might  thus  be  opened.  The  whale 
and  seal  fishery  might  be  prosecuted  with  redoubled  vigour. 
Coals  in  large  qtrantities  might  be  sent  to  India  and  the  Cap^ 
of  Good  Hope.  A  commerce  might  be  established  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Peru,  extremely  advantageous  to  both  parties. 
Cargoes  of  salted  provisions  might  be  obtained  in  exchange 
for  trinkets,  &c.  with  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea  Islands, 
and  a  most  lucrative  commerce  ro^ht  be  carried  on  by  pur- 
chasing furs,  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  and  selling 
them  to  the  Chinese  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  River. 
These  branches  of  trade  are  at  present  scarcely  regarded, 
from  the  limited  powers  of  the  Colonists;  while  the  raising 
of  articles,  useful  and  necessary  to  the  mother  countli)|||jAd 
for  which  their  soil  and  climate  are  so  well  adapted,  isnir 
from  receiving  the  encouragement  it  deserves.  But  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  strength,  commerce,  and  exbtence  of 
the  country  are  so  furiously  attacked,  it  is  hoped  that  our  opu- 
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lent  meFcbftQts,  for  the  good  of  tbeir  cxniDtiy,  as  well  as  for 
their  iodividual  interest,  will  emulate  each  other  io  epcoimg- 
log  every  scheme  which  is  calculated  to  promote  the  peoqpe- 
lity  of  even  the  most  distant  part  of  the  British  emfiany  par- 
ticularly a  part  which,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  seems 
destined  to  fix  the  attentioo  aud  eatcile  the  adminttioa  of 
posterity. 
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